United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

JAN 2 1 2026

The Honorable Bill Sterud
Chairman, Puyallup Tribe of Indians
3002 Duct Cho Street

Tacoma, Washington 98404

Dear Chairman Sterud:

On September 26, 2025, the Office of Indian Gaming received for review and approval the
Seventh Amendment to the Tribal-State Compact for Class 111 Gaming between the Puyallup
Tribe of Indians (Tribe) and the State of Washington (State) (Amendment). The Amendment
supersedes the original compact entered on May 28, 1996, as amended, in its entirety, eliminates
mandatory monetary contributions, increases wager limits and allocations of player terminals and
tables, and otherwise modemizes and swreamlines the compact.

Under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA), the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) may
approve or disapprove a compact within 45 days of its submission. 25 U.S.C. § 2710(d)(8). If
the Secretary does not affirmatively approve or disapprove the compact within 45 days, IGRA
provides that the compact is considered to have been approved by the Secretary by operation of
law, “but only to the extent that the compact is consistent with the provisions of [IGRA].” Id

We undertook a thorough review of the Amendment. No action was taken on the Amendment
within 45 days of its submission. As a result, the Amendment is “considered to have been
approved by the Secretary, but only to the extent [it] is consistent with the provisions of
[IGRA].” Id. The Amendment takes effect when notice of approval is published in the Federal
Register, as required by 25 U.S.C. § 2710(d)(8)(D).

A similar letter is being sent to the Honorable Bob Ferguson, Governor, State of Washington.
Sincerely,

s

William Henry Kirkland I11
Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs
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