
Where to submit your Application and Questions for BIA

You can apply for a leasehold mortgage on trust land by working with your lender to submit a mortgage package to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) agency with jurisdiction over the land to be mortgaged.

The first step is to secure a leasehold interest on the land. The base lease must be executed by the landowner 
(whether a Tribe or an individual Indian), you as the borrower, and approved by the BIA.

In the case of trust or restricted fee tracts that have multiple Indian landowners, consent may be required from all 
other landowners before proceeding with a mortgage application with a lender.

With a BIA-approved lease, work with your lender to compile a leasehold mortgage package to submit 
to the BIA agency with jurisdiction over the land to be mortgaged. All included documents should be 
originals or certified copies.

How to Apply

What You Need

How to Apply for a Leasehold Mortgage 
on Trust or Restricted Land

•	 Consents of landowners or notice to landowners
•	 Survey map with legal description and/or lot number

Required Documents
 

•	 BIA lease number or a copy of approved lease
•	 Leasehold mortgage or deed of trust
•	 Promissory note

These Additional Documents May be Required in Some Cases
•	 Program riders for any loan programs the borrower is participating in
•	 Satisfaction of previous mortgage, when applying for refinancing

If you are interested in applying for a mortgage the lending 
institution will need to submit the mortgage package to BIA’s office 
with jurisdiction over the land area.  The BIA office will work with 
your lender to provide the necessary information for you.

Scan the QR code or visit 
www.bia.gov/regional-offices



Within 10 days of receiving your mortgage application, the BIA will perform a preliminary review that 
includes the following: 

• Respond in writing to notify you of any additional information needed
• Request an environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which may prompt an

environmental assessment, an environmental impact statement, or designating the land as a categorically excluded
from further environmental review.

Upon receiving all required final documents, the BIA will issue written approval determinations as follows:
• Within 20 business days on leasehold mortgage applications
• Within 30 business days on right-of-way mortgage packages

If the leasehold mortgage package is approved, the BIA will record the leasehold mortgage with the  Land 
Title and Records Office (LTRO) as an encumbrance and will send a copy of the Title Status Report (TSR) to 
your lender.

If the leasehold mortgage package is not approved, the BIA will respond to you in writing and provide 
reasons for the disapproval.

Disapproval decisions may be appealed in writing within 30 days of receiving the written decision letter. 
Information about where to mail your appeal and what documents to send will be provided in your decision 
letter.
Refer to the useful mortgage checklist and procedural handbook at the BIA’s Leasehold Mortgage Approval 
Web page located at: https://www.bia.gov/service/mortgages/how-apply-leasehold

BIA Review of Your Mortgage Application

BIA Approval of your Leasehold Mortgage Application

Additional Information

Next Steps to Finalize Your 
Mortgage Application


