
United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF T HE SECRETARY 

Washington, D C 20240 

JAN 2 1 2026 

The Honorable Tracey Hopkins 
Chairwoman, Picayune Rancheria of 

Chukchansi Indians of California 
49260 Chapel Hill Drive 
Oakhurst, California 93644 

Dear Chairwoman Hopkins: 

On October 14, 2025, the Office of Indian Gaming received for review and approval the Fourth 
Amendment to the Tribal-State Compact Between the State ofCalifornia and the Picayune Rancheria 
ofChukchansi Indians ofCalifornia (Amendment). The Amendment extends the compact until 
December 31 , 2026, and adds Appendix C which permits off-track wagering. 

Under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA), the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) may 
approve or disapprove a compact within 45 days of its submission. 25 U.S.C. § 2710(d)(8). If the 
Secretary does not affirmatively approve or disapprove the compact within 45 days, IGRA provides 
that the compact is considered to have been approved by the Secretary by operation of law, "but only 
to the extent that the compact is consistent with the provisions of [IGRA]." Id. 

We undertook a thorough review ofthe Amendment. No action was taken on the Amendment within 
45 days of its submission. As a result, the Amendment is "considered to have been approved by the 
Secretary, but only to the extent [it] is consistent with the provisions of [IGRA]." Id. The Amendment 
takes effect when notice of approval is published in the Federal Register, as required by 25 U.S.C. § 
2710( d)(8)(D). 

A similar letter is being sent to the Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor ofCalifornia. 

William Henry Kirkland III 
Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
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