
United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Washington, DC 20240 

Assistant Secretary's Order No. 8 

Signature date: June 26, 2026 

Subject: Reorganization of the Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs and 
Realignment of Supervision of the BIA Office ofJustice Services 

Sec. I. Purpose. This order reorganizes the Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs to 
strengthen and improve oversight over the program and administrative responsibilities of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs' Office of Justice Services (OJS) and to enhance the 
effectiveness ofthe public safety programs and critical lifesaving services it provides to the citizens 
of Indian country. 

Sec. 2. Executive Realignment. The Assistant Secretary is adding a Principal Director for Justice 
Services and Law Enforcement (PDJLE) to the Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs. 
The PDJLE will oversee the law enforcement, emergency management, internal affairs, and related 
program responsibilities of OJS. The PDJLE will be delegated the authority of the Assistant 
Secretary, through the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary (PDAS), for fulfilling the Secretary' s 
responsibilities to provide or assist in providing of law enforcement services in Indian country. 
The PDJLE will report to the PDAS. Effectively immediately, the BIA Deputy Bureau Director­
Justice Services will report to the PDJLE. 

Sec. 3. Implementation. The PDAS is responsible for implementing this Order, including 
the appropriate communications and any transfer of personnel, funds, programs, records, and 
property. 

Sec. 4. Impact. There will be no change to the whole ofthe organization other than to the reporting 
structure, and current budget resources will not be adversely impacted. There will 
be no impact to staffing levels or any adverse impact on employees by implementation of this 
realignment of the organization. 

Sec. 5. Expiration Date. This Order is effective immediately and will remain in effect until its 
provisions are incorporated into the Departmental Manual and Indian Affairs' directives system, 
or until it is amended, superseded, or revoked. 

Date: Jw1e 26, 2026 #~ 
William Henry Kirkland III 
Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
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