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PART 1: INTRODUCTION

The following documents, articles, letters, maps, diaries, autobiographies,
and records, etc., including a historical narrative which we have carefully
researched and written constitutes the documented petition for federal
acknowledgment of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah,
which has been submitted for your review.

REDACTION: There is one redaction, Exhibit 41 first page, we have
provided a hard copy of the document in full and also the redaction
of the first page. We have also provided an electronic copy in the file
labeled OFA Exhibits (under Exhibit 41), located on the portable
drive provided. The redaction is for Court documents from the Utah
Attorney General’s Office to the Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of
Utahs, regarding an enrolled minor child.

Current official name of the petitioner: Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah

Previous names:

Yutas

Utahs

Uinta Band (of Utahs)

Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs

NOTE: The Yutas, Utahs, Uinta Band (of Utahs), the Uinta Valley Shoshone
Tribe of Utahs and the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are all the
same people with a familial bloodline of ancestors born and raised in the Utah
Territory and later on our Executive Order Reservation in the Uinta Basin in
Northeastern Utah.

Our current corporate headquarters and tribal research center is located at
the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah and the Uinta Valley
Shoshone Tribe of Utahs joint Offices in Fort Duchesne, Utah.
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Our new research and genealogy center is under construction and will
house our tribes historical, anthropological, archeological and
genealogical documents. Tribal members will have access to do their own
research and it is a step toward preserving our heritage; the planning
committee estimates it will be in use by summer 2025.

Our Federal Acknowledgment Project mailing address is:

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah
P.O. Box 836
Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026

Office Phone: (435) 725-5340

Email: administration@uintavalleyshoshone.com

Our website is: www.uintavalleyshoshone.com

Facebook page: Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe
Our physical address is: 5750 East 1000 North Fort Duchesne, UT 84026

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah and the Uinta Valley
Shoshone Tribe of Utahs Council meetings are held jointly, on the first
Friday each month, at the tribal Office in Fort Duchesne, Utah. The
membership meetings are held quarterly, or as needed, and a mandatory
yearly meeting is held in-person and/or via Zoom. The tribe and its
offices are located on its Executive Order Reservation established on
October 3, 1861 and confirmed by Congress on May 5, 1864 (13 Stat.
63).

Our leadership and tribal members have committed to presenting factual
information regarding our tribe’s historical records in this petition. Our
Chairwoman and Vice Chairwoman have been instrumental in collecting
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the vast amount of information that constitutes our tribal history,
including an oral history that was passed down by our ancestors through
the elders to our current membership.

Over 150 years of research has been collected to preserve our unique
tribal history for our descendants. Our vision for future generations is to
preserve our heritage, traditions, and to educate our children. Ensuring
that our existence and language is protected and kept alive.

We seek to honor our ancestors by passing down their teachings, stories
and culture. We want our children to know of their perseverance, difficult
sacrifices and understand how their history shaped our people into who
we are today.

Federal Acknowledgement Mission Statement: Our mission statement
is to provide leadership for our people, to protect our way of life, the land
and all our resources. We seek to enhance our people’s lives and protect
what the federal government provided to us on the Uinta Valley
Reservation in Utah (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency).

For our Federal Acknowledgment Project, Dora Van, Chairwoman was
named by the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah (petitioner) and
the Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs leadership as the point of
contact for the Federal Acknowledgment content in the Tribe’s petition
documents.

Dora Van, Chairwoman

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah
P.O. Box 836

Fort Duchesne, UT 84026

Cell: (435)729-0706

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 21



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Our physical address is: 5750 East 1000 North Fort Duchesne, UT 84026
Email: administration@uintavalleyshoshone.com

Should Dora Van for any reason cease to function as liaison to the Office
of Federal Acknowledgment (OFA) and as an official spokesperson for
the Tribe (petitioner) to the U.S. Government, Tressa Jordan, the Tribal
Vice-Chairwoman, of the Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs shall
assume liaison functions. Vice-Chairwoman Tressa Jordan’s cell phone
number is _, should it be necessary to contact her.
Enrollment Manager, Judy Dimick is the point of contact for member
records content and can be reached at (435) 725-5340.

Respectfully submitted,

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah and the Uinta Valley
Shoshone Tribe of Utahs

Enclosure:

Petition and membership Certifications, signed by the Affiliated Ute
Citizens of the State of Utah and the Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of
Utahs leadership.

Number of Current Living Members (Adults and Minor Children)

As of February 2025, the number of current living members of the
Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah (adults and minor children)
are 1,022. The tribe’s current membership list and explanation are
submitted as APPENDIX B, “Current Membership List and
Explanation”, and the membership files are submitted as APPENDIX
C “Membership Files”. Included in the introduction is a copy of the
membership certification signed by the Tribal Councils on January 27,
2025 to validate and certify these records.
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Full Names of Current Officers and Members of Governing Bodies:

Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs

Dora Van, Chairwoman
Tressa Jordan, Vice-Chairwoman
Leo LeBaron, Executive Director

Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians

Mike LeBaron, President

Benito Van, Vice-President

Judy Dimick, Secretary/Treasurer
Troy Harris, Director

Dalena Christensen, Director

Names of Attorney(s) and Other Non-Members Authorized to
Represent Group before the Department

Not applicable.
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Statement of Basic Overall Claim for Federal Acknowledgment as an
Indian Tribe

PREFACE

The history of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah and their
bloodline began with the arrival of two ancient tribes in the 1100’°s from
the west. By the 1300’s they had split, becoming two separate tribes. The
Shoshone tribes that resided north of present-day Salt Lake City, Utah
and the Utahs who resided south of Salt Lake City, Utah.

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are descendants of the
original Uinta Band of Utahs, who came together as one when they
moved to the Uinta Valley Reservation. Prior to that there were many
bands in the Utah Territory, with their own chiefs and sub-chiefs. The
bands of Utahs were the Uinta-Ats, Sahpeech, Cum-um-bahs, Yampapa,
Pah-Utahs, Shib-e-ritches, Elk Mountain Utahs, Seuv-a-rits, Ko-sun-ats,
Taos Utahs, Pahvants, Timpanogs, Pi-ka-kwa-na-rats, Tum-pan-u-wach,
Shivwits and the Spanish Fork Utahs.

These numerous bands had been in continuous existence in the area,
since they arrived. They encountered the Spanish Explorers in the 1700’s
and identified themselves as “Yutas”. Later in the 1800’s French
trappers, explorer’s and Latter-day Saints (Mormons) would encounter
the Utahs, documenting their existence throughout the decades.

Through our genealogy research we are able to trace our native lineage
back to the early 1700’s, beginning with Chief Moonch (1720-1770) and
his wife Bii (1730-1770) and Chief Moonch Fuchawana (1745-unknown)
and his wife Bahaichi Fuchawana (1750-unknown). Their sons, Chief
Turunianchi (1750-1800) and Chief Fuchawana (1762- unknown) were
powerful leaders and so began our family lineage. We have provided a
GEDCOM file of our genealogy on the portable drive provided and this
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information can also be located on ancestry.com under the UVST Family
Tree.

During the mid-1800’s the Utah bands were led by a strong family of
brothers, descended from Chief Old Uinta Moonch, who had four wives
(Sister of Chief Fuchawana, Wadze-Peadze, Narme-Peadze and Tisham
Igh Always Pretty daughter of Chief Fuchawana). His sons were Chiefs
over many of the bands; Grosspeen, Tabby-To-Kwanah, Wah-ker Pan-a-
kare Quirker, Siegneroach Arapeen, Ammon and Sanpitch. There were
many other chiefs and sub-chiefs in our history and our people are direct
descendants of these family clans. (Documented in Section 2.3, “Oral History
and Leadership”.)

Once the Uinta Valley Reservation was established in 1861 and ratified
in 1864 (13 Stat. 63), the families of Utahs that came to the reservation
merged together, lived on the same land, married, progenerated and
became known as the Uinta Band of Utahs. The people lived their lives,
raised their families, died, and were buried on our lands. This familial
lifestyle formed the unique lineage which today is called the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of the State of Utah.

PART 2: CLAIM OF HISTORICAL INDIAN TRIBE
2.1 Who are the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah?

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah and the Uinta Valley
Shoshone Tribe of Utahs are the same people. The name Affiliated Ute
Citizens of the State of Utah is the name the United States Government
assigned to us, along with a second federally approved constitution in
1956, when they separated and reorganized the Uinta Band of Utahs from
the Confederated Utes of Colorado. Our people are a separate and distinct
tribe and have no affiliation with the Confederated Utes of Colorado.

In 1881 The Confederated Utes of Colorado were placed on our
reservation temporarily, until allotments could be found for them on State
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public lands. The government did not follow through and the
Confederated Utes of Colorado remained on our reservation. Under their
1880 Agreement (Confederated Utes of Colorado 1880 Agreement - 21
Stat. 199, Sec. 4) (Exhibit 1 in the documented petition), they had
ceded their lands in Colorado, but believed they had not been paid fully
and filed a lawsuit against the United States Government in the Federal
Court of Claims.

In 1913 the Superintendent, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the
Confederated Ute Attorney’s and the Federal Court of Claims were aware
that the Uinta Band of Utahs were not part of the Confederated Utes of
Colorado, that we were a federal tribe and owners of the Executive Order
Uinta Valley Reservation in Utah. Unfortunately, they did nothing to
protect our people, land or assets.

On June 30, 1915 Superintendent Albert H. Kneale completed the Indian
Census for the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency and correctly identified our
tribe separately from the Confederated Utes of Colorado, however he
continued to use the incorrect name “Ute”, our identity has always been
Utahs.

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES
MICROFILM

PUBLICATIONS

i
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On June 30, 1916 Superintendent Albert H. Kneale falsified the Indian
Census for the Uinta(h) Band, indicating on the document that the
“Uintahs belonging to the Confederated Bands of Utes”. This was
incorrect, the Indian Agent and his superiors knew this to be false. This
critical administrative error added more confusion and could have been
easily fixed, since it was only done on paper. There was no legislation
altering our federal status or identity at that time. Our people had no
historical affiliation with the Confederated Utes of Colorado, who had
been disbanded and were State citizens since 1880.

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES
MICROFILM
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS

Microcopy No. 595

INDIAN CENSUS ROLLS

1885-1940 -2/ O 5\

Roll 611

Uintah and Ouray (Uintsh, Uncompahgre, and
White River Ute Indians)

1912-20

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Washington: 1965
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Since 1861 we had been called the Uinta Band of Utahs and were
organized under §16 of the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) of June 18,
1934. (Howard-Wheeler Act (Indian Reorganization Act), ch. 576, 48 Stat. 984, 1934)
Once the act passed into law, it offered federal recognition to any
organized tribe(s) that adopted the Act and organized as a Federal
Corporation. The Uinta Band of Utahs voted and accepted the IRA in
1934 and expected to be federally recognized as promised. The Haas
Report from the United States Indian Service (1947), identifies the Indian
Tribes, Bands and Communities (under federal jurisdiction in 1934) that
voted to accept or reject the terms of the Indian Reorganization Act, the
dates when elections were held, and the votes cast. The Haas Report
indicates by its numbers that only those designated as the Uinta Band
made this vote. The voting results were listed as follows:

Ten Years of Tribal Government Under IRA by Theodore H. Haas, Chief
Counsel, United States Indian Service (1947).

The Indian population was 1,251; the voting population was 634;
335 voted (yes); 21 voted (no) on December 15, 1934. (Exhibit 2)

Our Constitution was approved and issued on January 19, 1937 by the
Secretary of the Interior under the “Corporate Charter of the Ute Indian
Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation Utah” and the Charter was
ratified on August 10, 1938. The Uinta Band of Utahs federally approved
constitution was for them alone and did not include the Confederated
Utes of Colorado, who were legislatively barred by their 1880
Agreement. (Exhibit 3)

The Uinta Band of Utahs are the original inhabitants and owners of the
Uinta Valley Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency), our original
constitution is still intact and we have not been legislatively removed
from it. The ratification of our Charter is evidence that the intent of
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Congress was clear; the Uinta Band of Utahs was the federal tribe, the
owners of the reservation and had a relationship with the federal
government.

Chairwoman Dora Van’s Father, Toopooh Alfonso Van was 21 years old
when the Indian Reorganization (IRA) Act was voted on. Years later he
would talk about how only the Uintas voted for the IRA. For the next
twenty-two years we operated as a federal tribe under our constitution as
the “Corporate Charter of the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray
Reservation Utah”.

By the 1940’s the Confederated Utes of Colorado had their lawsuit being
heard in the Federal Court of Claims. On the reservation there were many
councils being held, Chief Andrew Frank, Uinta Band of Utahs was in
council with the Confederated Utes of Colorado leadership and declared
that the Uinta Band would not participate in receiving money that did not
belong to them. He made it very clear that the lands in Colorado were

theirs. The Superintendent and the Federal Court of Claims were notified.
(Exhibit 4)

In a letter dated February 25, 1940, the Superintendent, S. F. Stacher, at
the Consolidated Ute Agency, Ignacio, Colorado, reports, “The exclusion
of the Uintah [Colorado Utes] Indians was first brought to their attention
by Mr. Orrin Curry, Northern Ute, [Uncompahgre] who stated that he had
an agreement in writing from the Uinta [Uinta Band of Utahs] Indians
that they did not care to participate in the division of the funds of the
Confederated Bands of Utes, and that voluntarily the Uinta [Uinta Band
of Utahs] Indians divided [separated] with his band, and they
[Uncompahgre] would divide their share with the Uintah Ute Indians
[Colorado Utes].” (Exhibit 5)
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On April 27, 1943 Oran Curry, Chairman for the Confederated Utes
Business Committee wrote a letter to John Collier, Commissioner of
Indian Affairs stating the following:

“In 1913 Attorneys who prosecuted the Ute judgement claims discovered
that the band named Uintahs mentioned in the treaty of 1868 and 1874
were not the party to these treaties but were Uintahs of Colorado,
However the Utah Uintahs have derived benefit through the erroneous
mistake made by the Government. All of these years our funds have been
divided equally with the Whiterivers whose share being one-sixth and the
Uintahs who are not the party in these treaties and have no funds,
however we have made no protest.

If you will Mr. Collier realize the unfairness of the above mentioned you
or Mr. Ickes should at least have this order modified in the way of some
adjustment to settle these mistakes or at least state why this can not be
done.

We the Uncompahgre are at the present time discussing the possibilities
of separation in order to organize under our own status and still remain
under the reorganization act.” (Exhibit 6)

The Uinta Band of Utahs has always been a separate and distinct tribe.
The Confederated Utes of Colorado were legislatively barred from
participating in the 1934 IRA, ceded all of their lands and were only to be
placed temporarily on our reservation until allotments in severalty could
be issued to them on State public lands.

The Federal Court of Claims judge acknowledged the Uinta Band of
Utahs as a separate and distinct tribe and the original owners of the Uinta
Valley Reservation. The Bureau of Indian Affairs also recognized that
there had been errors and that the Confederated Utes had no rights, title
or interest in our reservation lands or resources. However, not all of the
federal agencies or the State of Utah had the same concern to keep the
federal record straight and protect our people, land and assets. (Exhibit 7)
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This newspaper article is from the Vernal Express dated June 17, 1954,
page 9. The individuals listed are interesting, The Uinta(h) & Ouray
Agency Superintendent, Phoenix Area Office representative, and John
Boyden, Attorney for both parties (conflict of interest), knew that the
Confederated Utes of Colorado did not have interests in our property.
The other individuals went along with the narrative that would benefit the
State of Utah and their State citizen Confederated Utes. Another
important fact is that none of the Uinta Band of Utahs leadership or
representatives were present, however, they are conducting business and
passing Bills. Albert Harris was not our representative and was actually a
Navajo from another reservation. For his participation in the fraud, he
was awarded a government position

News Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Wed, Apr 28, 1971 - Page 18
Blancestry Downloaded on Dec 8, 2024

htp:
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In 1956 the Bureau of Indian Affairs intent was to keep our federal status
intact. They reorganized the Uinta Band of Utahs, changed our name to
the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah, and provided a second
federally approved constitution signed by the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, Glenn L. Emmons on April 5, 1956. (Exhibit 8)

Under our second constitution our property was not protected and the
Bureau of Indian Affairs erroneously divided our land and resources
amongst the Confederated Utes of Colorado. There is no legislation
approved and ratified by Congress authorizing the dissolution of our two
federally approved Constitutions, the ratified Charter, or our reservation
lands and resources from us.

The State citizen Confederated Utes of Colorado were erroneously
included with our tribe, when they should have been removed from our
federal lands long ago and placed on State public lands, as Congress
intended.

News The Uintah Basin Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Jul 7, 1955 - Page 1

by plancestry Downloaded on Nov 14, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/545462197/
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News ! The Uintah Basin Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Jul 7, 1955 - Page 4

by Hlancestry ) Downloaded on Nov 14, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/545462234/
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The Bureau of Indian Affairs has never explained why we had to divide
our assets with the Confederated Utes of Colorado. We were a separate
and distinct federal tribe and owners of the Uinta Valley Reservation (aka
Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency) and all its resources. The Confederated Utes

of Colorado had no treaties, land base or assets in Utah. (Confederated
Utes of Colorado 1880 Agreement - 21 Stat. 199, Sec. 4)

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs who approved and issued our
second constitution as the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah did
not list that name on the Federally Recognized Tribe List. However, our
first constitution under the name “Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah &
Ouray Reservation, Utah” was still active. The Confederated Utes of
Colorado have been fraudulently using our original constitution and
charter as their own, when the law and the intent of Congress forbids it.

The Uinta Band of Utahs was the legal federal tribe on the Uinta Valley
Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency), even with their name
changed to the Affiliated Utes Citizens of the State of Utah, that legal
status and all lands and resources go with them. We still have rights, title
and interest in our reservation; which fraud does not take away, we
received services as a federal tribe, had treasury accounts under the Uinta
Band (of Utahs), the Affiliated Utes Citizens of the State of Utah and
Individual Indian Money accounts for our original tribal members.

The State of Utah and the local Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency continued with
misinformation, conjoining the Confederated Utes of Colorado with our
tribe. The Bureau of Indian Affairs continued displacing us under
different names, multiple constitutions and never correctly identified our
people to ensure that we were protected under our federal relationship.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 39



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 40



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 41



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

News ’ Vernal Express (Vernal, Utah) - Thu, Nov 29, 1956 - Page 9

by Hancestry ] Downloaded on Nov 22, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/304492713/
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The following tribal accounts in the care and protection of the United
States Treasury Department under the management of the former Office
of Special Trustee (OST), now the Bureau of Trust Funds
Administration; provided stewardship of trust assets and accounted for
the trust funds collected from the Indian Reservations that are then
transferred from the U.S. Treasury to the Tribe that owns the property
and/or its enrolled beneficiaries.

The following accounts belong to the Tribe of Affiliated Ute Citizens of
the State of Utah, all of which are unaccounted for to this date of
February 2025:

1956 — The share of Affiliated Ute Citizens in all of the Uintah & Ouray
Agency Funds earning 4% interest and the interest on their funds will be
credited to accounts 147178.1 and 147678.
Accounting Symbol:

147178.1 — Deposits, Proceeds of Labor — Affiliated Ute Citizens

147178.2 - Deposits, Proceeds of Labor — AUC — licenses under
the Federal Powers Act

147179 - AUC — Ute Five Per Cent Fund, etc.

147971 - Deposits, interests and accruals on interest, Proceeds
of Labor — AUC

147178 - Deposits, Proceeds of Labor

147678 - Deposits, interest and accruals on interest, Proceeds of
Labor - AUC

1968 - 14X7170 - Proceeds of Labor — AUC
14X7178 - Proceeds of Labor — AUC
14X7678 - Interest and Accruals on Interest, Proceeds of Labor
14X7179 - AUC Five Per Cent Fund, etc.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 43



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

14X7679 - Interest and Accruals on Interest — AUC — Five Per
Cent Fund, etc.

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah (aka Uinta Band of
Utahs) were not omitted from the 1938 §17 Chartered Corporation of the
“Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation, Utah” and no tribe
was listed under the federal Corporation name. The Federally Recognized
Tribe List was intended to list actual tribes, not shell corporations. We
have asked the United States Treasury for an accounting and who is
receiving the money from our tribal and Individual Money Accounts for
the past 71 years; we still do not have answers. (Exhibit 9)

Today, the accounts belonging to the tribe of Affiliated Ute Citizens,
since 1956 should be held by that name in the U.S. Treasury along with
the accounts belonging to 270 specifically identified individual members
of said Tribe. Since 1961 the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah
have not received payments from their Treasury accounts (including the
Uinta Band accounts that were in existence before 1954) and the
individual members have also not received funds from their Individual
Indian Money (IIM) accounts. The Bureau of Indian Affairs and the
United States Treasury have been made aware of the discrepancies.

In 1958 the Ute Distribution Corporation (a Utah State Corporation) was
created, for unknown reasons the government began re-routing the

Affiliated Ute Citizens money, from reservation resources to them.
(Exhibit 10)

Originally the corporation was to be set up for the Confederated Utes of
Colorado to distribute their judgement funds to their living descendants.
Distribution was to take 3 years and then the corporation would be
dissolved. This did not happen and our tribal funds have been
misappropriated to them since. The Affiliated Ute Citizens tribal
members were told they would be running the corporation, but that was
not completely true, eventually it was taken over my non-Indians and
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some of the tribal funds are being paid to non-Indians today. The Ute
Distribution Corporation issued stock shares to the members of the
Affiliated Ute Citizen of the State of Utah, then told the people they were
worthless and to sell them. Our people were not educated and didn’t
realize that they were not being told the truth, they trusted the United
States Government, the appointed lawyers and those in charge of the Ute
Distribution Corporation. The elders from that time have said that they
didn’t know what was happening and the lawyers were making decisions

for them without the tribe’s knowledge. (accounts from Sarah Van Hackford,
Toopooh Alphonso “Doc” Van and Dora Van)

Today the Ute Distribution Corporation is still in existence, receiving our
federal Indian funds from our reservation resources, many of the 270
original Uinta Band of Utahs and their Affiliated Ute Citizen descendants
are continuing to receive payments as Indians, with some funds still be
misappropriated to non-Indians. None of the federal agencies has
explained why the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah had to
form the State Corporation or why they could not manage their own
money for their people.

Throughout the 1960°s the tribal leadership continued to oversee their
remaining reservation lands, assets and their membership. In 1972 the
Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians filed a court case against the
United States Government (Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah v. United
States, 406 U.S. 128, 1972), for violations under the Securities Exchange
Act for victimization of Indian Shareholders in their sales of Ute
Distribution Corporation shares. (Exhibit 11)

This case relied heavily on 25 U.S.C. § 677, which had not been
approved by Congress and did not list specific tribes. Also, the funds paid
out were federal Indian money, the State issued stock shares were

fraudulent and the tribal members did not need them to receive their
funds.
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In 2020 the tribal leadership filed a complaint with the Department of
Justice, Bureau of Indian Affairs, White House Liaisons Office for Indian
Affairs and the Select Committee on Indian Affairs requesting an
investigation into Utah’s 25 U.S.C. § 677 policy, Ute Distribution
Corporations practices regarding our federal Indian money coming from
our reservation resources and The Confederated Utes of Colorado, taking
Indian lands, resources and money that belongs to another tribe. In 2024
a Civil Rights violations complaint was also filed by the Uinta Valley
Shoshone Tribe of Utahs.

Since 2015 25 U.S.C. § 677 has been repealed; it is "omitted" in the U.S.
Code, meaning it is no longer a valid legal provision due to a legislative
act that removed it from the statute books. (Exhibit 12)

Act of Repeal:

o The repeal of 25 U.S.C. § 677 occurred through the "Act of August
27, 1954, ch. 1009, § 29" which provided for the repeal of inconsistent
laws related to Indian affairs.

e Current Status:
When you look up 25 U.S.C. § 677 on legal databases, it will be
listed as "omitted" from the Code and repealed as being of
special and not general application. It is no longer in effect.

25 U.S.C. § 677 was unconstitutional in 1954 and this repeal will allow
the federal government to restore our status, land, assets, money and
management back to the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah.

Throughout this period we were eligible and continued to receive
services from the Indian Health Service (IHS), clinic at the Uinta Valley
Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency) in Utah. In 1983 Dr.
Theodore J. Redding, Acting Chief Medical Officer, PAIHS received a
response from Charles P. Gillet, Assistant Regional Attorney regarding
25 U.S.C. § 677 and the eligibility of the “mixed blood” Ute Indians.
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The main concerns were the legality of the proposed termination,
patient abandonment, eligibility of descendants and the legal adequacy
of the proposed notice. The Assistant Regional Attorney provided his
opinion and also stated that the matter was under review by the
Secretary of the Interior.

In 1987 Dr. Theodore J. Redding, was now the Acting Deputy Area
Director, he provided the following:

“IHS Manual, Part 2, Chapter 1.2, Item A. (5), which states that the
Indian Health Services will provide services to a person of Indian
descent. The decision was, therefore, that only those individuals
specifically named in the in the Federal Register; (Thursday April 5,
1956) were terminated regarding federal health benefits and their
descendants were eligible for services as any other person of Indian
descent.” (Exhibit 13)

The discussion continued on through 1990, with the Phoenix Area Office
determining they would need to establish procedures or a form letter for
the descendants. It is unclear if this was ever done. On March 30, 1993
LaBaron v. U.S. in the United States Court of Appeals, Tenth Circuit,
decided the following:

“We hold, however, that a hearing is required because of the nature of
the Plaintiffs' right, even if the final result is a termination of benefits.”

II1. The Ute Termination Act

“Plaintiffs also raise several equal protection challenges to the Ute
Termination Act. Because we have decided that the Plaintiffs are entitled
to a hearing and may be able to establish eligibility for health benefits,
this argument is premature.”

REVERSED.
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We did not receive that hearing and our tribes Indian Health Services
ended without due process in 1995. (Exhibit 14)

With 25 U.S.C. § 677 being repealed in its entirety, we have asked the
United States Government to correct all of the administrative errors that
pertain to our tribe. In order to assist them, we feel that restoring our
federal recognition, would be an important step.

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah continue to be the owners
of the reservation and all its resources. We have been given two federally
approved Constitutions and continue to be a separate and distinct tribe.
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2.2 Uinta Band of Utahs Ancestors

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are descendants of the
Uinta Band of Utahs and they are descendants from the ancient tribes of
the Fremont Culture. This important cultural diversity was introduced
into Utah about 500 A.D. when a form of the agricultural Basket Maker
Culture appeared. Clearly identifiable remains of this culture are found
throughout the territory from eastern Nevada to western Colorado, and
from Southern Utah to Southern Idaho and Wyoming. Fremont roots go
back 2,000 years and by 1350 A.D., the Fremont culture was gone from

the Great Basin and northern Colorado Plateau. (Metcalf, Michael. “Fremont
Culture. ”Colorado Encyclopedia https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/fremont-
culture. Accessed 18 November 2020.), (Ambler, J. Richard “Caldwell Village.”
Department of Anthropology University of Utah Number 84 December 1966.)

Area of the Fremont Culture sites in Utah (University of Utah Anthropological Dept)
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In 1776 Franciscan priests Francisco Atanasio Dominguez and Silvestre
Velez de Escalante traveled to find an overland route from Santa Fe, New
Mexico, to their Roman Catholic mission in Monterey, on the coast of
modern-day central California. They came north through country
inhabited by Utah Indians who called themselves ‘Yutas’ in Western
Colorado and crossed the Green River into the Uinta River Valley Basin
in what is now Northeastern Utah, where they stayed for several weeks to
rest and graze their horses. The Catholic Fathers found more bands of
“Yutas” (a Uinta-Ats word for mountain dwellers). There they met the
Uinta-At Bands of “Yuta’ who have lived in the Uinta River Valley Basin
at the foot of the Uinta Mountains, since before the 1100’s, the people
had horses and traveled throughout the Utah Territory.

The expedition traveled west across the Uinta Basin to the Timpanogos
Mountains located on the west side of the Salt Lake Valley in what is
now Heber City; down Provo Canyon, and into the Utah Lake Area
where they came into contact with the Timpanogos Band of “Yuta”
Indians who lived at the mouth of the canyon entering the Salt Lake
Valley and what is now commonly called the Wasatch Front. They also
met up with many other bands and family clans of ‘Yuta’ Indians led by a
headman or chief who were scattered throughout the West’s Great Basin.

The journals kept by the Fathers was the first written description of the
“Yuta’ Indian lands and of the people residing throughout the West and in

the Great Basin. (The Dominguez-Escalante Journal: Their Expedition Through Colorado,
Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico in 1776 By: Ted J. Warner. Published By Brigham Young
University Press 1976)

Dominguez-Escalante 1776 Route through “Yuta” territory.
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ORIGIN STORY:

Our oral story passed down through the family clans says that two
ancient tribes, joined together and traveled from the west. They settled in
the Great Basin and were one tribe, living and hunting together. After
some time, there was a dispute between two leaders, part of the tribe
stayed north with one leader becoming the Shoshone and the other part

came south with the other leader, becoming the Utahs. (Eider story from
Rachael Wanzit Murray to Maggie Van, Grandmother to Toopooh Alphonso Van, he
told the story to his daughter, Dora Van when she was a child.)

Territory under Mexico 1833
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Although the Indian tribes of Utah were at this period very numerous, the
word ‘Utahs’ was commonly applied to those south of the Great Salt
Lake, and 'Shoshone’ or ‘Snakes’ to those north and west of the lake,
especially in the valley of the Humboldt River. The Snakes and Utahs

were both Shoshone Tribes. (The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft, Volume

XXVI History of Utah 1540-1886, San Francisco: The History Company, Publishers
1889, page 471.)

Utah Territorial Map 1850
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Pierre Louis Vasquez and Jim Bridger established the first trading post on
the Black Forks of the Green River in 1843, in what is now Fort Bridger,
Wyoming in Uinta County. They knew the native inhabitants and portions
of their history. These men were early fur traders for the American Fur
Company and had traded with the native for many years. From their
knowledge they had expressed that the Utahs say they had always been on
the lands, as far back as they can remember. (Exhibit 15)

Horsemanship had been obtained by the Uinta-Ats in northeastern, Utah
since the 1700’s, through the development of trade routes with the
Spanish. By the 1840°s the Utahs had an extensive herd of horses, Chief
Wabh-kara’s horse pasture extended from the lands of the Pahvant band on
the lower Sevier River to the crossing of the Green River along the Old
Spanish Trail west of Grand Junction, Colorado. Chief Wah-kara and his
band traveled from California to Mexico trading goods, horses and
captured Indian children throughout the 1840’s. During one of his raiding
campaigns to California, he stole hundreds of horses and drove them
back to his homeland, what became known as the Utah Territory. He then
sold those horses to settlers heading to Oregon and California and traded
some in Mexico. The Northern Shoshones had a falling out with Chief
Wah-kara, they enlisted the help of Brigham Young, Governor and
Indian Agent, to establish trade with the Chief. On August 6, 1852 the
parties met in Salt Lake City, Utah to discuss trading and peace among
their people. Through much discussion, Chief Washakie and Chief Wah-
kara agreed to peace and future trading. Brigham Young reported the
meeting in his report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. (Exhibit 16)
The Utahs were established and well known among the tribes of the
western territories.

John C. Fremont explored the Uinta Basin and provided his reports to the
United States Government, Chief of the Corps of Topographical
Engineers, Col. J.J. Abert. On May 5, 1844 he wrote “In the darkness of
the night we had made a very bad encampment, our fires being
commanded by a rocky bluff within 50 yards; but, notwithstanding, we
had the river and small thickets of willows on the other side. Several
times during the day the camp was insulted by the Indians, but peace
being our object, I kept simply on the defensive. Some of the Indians were
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on the bottoms, and others were haranguing us from the bluffs, and they
were scattered in every direction over the hills. Their language being
probably a dialect of Utah, with the aid of signs some of our people could
comprehend them very well. They were the same people who had
murdered the Mexicans; and towards us their disposition was evidently
hostile, nor were we well disposed towards them. They were barefooted
and nearly naked; their hair gathered up into a knot behind; and with his
bow, each man carried a quiver with thirty or forty arrows partially
drawn out. Besides these, each held in his hand two or three arrows for
instant service. Their arrows are barbed with a very clear translucent
stone, a species of opal, nearly as hard as a diamond,; and, shot from
their long bow, are almost as effective as a gunshot.

A man who appeared to be a chief, with two or three others, forced
himself into camp, bringing with him his arms, in spite of my orders to
the contrary. When shown our weapons, he bored his ear with his
fingers, and said he could not hear. “Why,” said he, “there are none of
you.” Counting the people around the camp, and including in the number
a mule which was being shod, he made out 22. “So many,” said he,
showing the number, “and we-we are a great many,;” and he pointed to
the hills and mountains round about. “If you have your arms,” said he,
twanging his bow, “we have these.” I had some difficulty in restraining
the people, particularly Carson, who felt an insult of this kind as much as

if it had been given by a more responsible being.”

(John C. Fremont’s Report of the Exploring Expedition to Oregon and North California
in the years 1843-1844, Pages 266-267, reprinted by the Smithsonian Institution in
1988)

On May 13, 1844 he wrote “We travelled for several days in this
direction, within the rim of the Great Basin, crossing little streams which
bore to the left for Sevier Lake,; and plainly seeing, by the changed aspect
of the country, that we were entirely clear of the desert, and approaching
the regions which appertained to the system of the Rocky Mountains. We
met, in this traverse, a few mounted Utah Indians, in advance of their

)

main body, watching the approach of the great caravan.’
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(John C. Fremont’s Report of the Exploring Expedition to Oregon and North California
in the years 1843-1844, Page 271, reprinted by the Smithsonian Institution in 1988)

On May 20, 1844 he wrote “We met a band of Utah Indians, headed by a
well known chief, who had obtained the American or English name
Walker, by which he is quoted and well known. They were all mounted,
armed with rifles, and use their rifles well. The chief had a fusee, which
he had carried slung, in addition to his rifle. They were journeying slowly
towards the Spanish trail, to levy their usual tribute upon the great
California caravan. They were robbers of a higher order than those of
the desert. They conducted their depredations with form, and under the
color of trade, and toll for passing through their country. Instead of
attacking and killing, they affect to purchase — taking the horses they like,
and giving something nominal in return. The chief was quite civil to me.
He was personally acquainted with his namesake, our guide, who made
my name known to him. He knew of my expedition in 1842; and, as
tokens of friendship, and proof that we had met, proposed an interchange
of presents. We had no great store to choose out of; so he gave me a
Mexican blanket, and I gave him a very fine one which I had obtained at

Vancouver.”
(John C. Fremont’s Report of the Exploring Expedition to Oregon and North California
in the years 1843-1844, Page 272, reprinted by the Smithsonian Institution in 1988)

On May 23, 1844 he wrote “Crossing the next day a slight ridge along
the river, we entered a handsome mountain valley covered with finer
grass, and directed our course towards a high snowy peak, at the foot of
which lay the Utah lake. On our right was a bed of high mountains, their
summits covered with snow, constituting the dividing ridge between the
Basin waters and those of the Colorado. At noon we fell in with a party of
Utah Indians coming out of the mountain, and in the afternoon encamped
on a tributary to the lake, which is separated from the waters of the
Sevier by very slight dividing grounds. Early the next day we came in
sight of the lake; and, as we descended to the broad bottoms of the
Spanish Fork, three horsemen were seen galloping towards us, who
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proved to be Utah Indians- scouts from a village, which was encamped
near the mouth of the river. They were armed with rifles, and their horses
were in good condition. We encamped near them, on the Spanish Fork,
which is one of the principal tributaries to the lake.”

“A few miles below us was another village of Indians, from which we
obtained some fish- among them a few salmon trout, which were very
much inferior in size to those along the California mountains. The season
for taking them had not yet arrived; but the Indians were daily expecting
them to come up out of the lake.”

“We had now accomplished an object we had in view when leaving the
Dalles of the Columbia in November last: we had reached the Utah lake;
but by a route very different from what we had intended, and without
sufficient time remaining to make the examinations which were desired.
1t is a lake of note in this country, under the dominion of the Utahs, who
resort to it for fish.”

“It is almost entirely surrounded by mountains, walled on the north and
east by a high and snowy range, which supplies to it a fan of tributary
streams. Among these, the principal river is the Timpan-ogo signifying
Rock River — a name which the rocky grandeur of its scenery, remarkable
even in this country of rugged mountains, has obtained for it from the
Indians. In the Utah language, og-wah-be, the term for river, when
coupled with other words in common conversation, is usually
abbreviated to ogo; timpan signifying rock. It is probable that this river
furnished the name which on the older maps has been generally applied
to the Great Salt Lake; but for this I have preferred a name which will be
regarded as highly characteristic, restricting to the river the descriptive
term Timpan-ogo, and leaving for the lake into which it flows the name of
the people who reside on its shores, and by which it is known throughout
the country.”
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(John C. Fremont’s Report of the Exploring Expedition to Oregon and North California
in the years 1843-1844, Pages 272-274, reprinted by the Smithsonian Institution in
1988)

The Latter-day Saints arrived in the Salt Lake Valley in 1847 and
experienced many encounters with the Utahs. The new arrivals didn’t
understand the native people, their customs or way of life. Through their
misguided observations, they began misidentifying the native tribes in the
area and their wealth based on their own standards. Those with horses
were considered wealthy, those who didn’t have horses were poor and
they referred to those bands as digger Indians, a derogatory term. By the
late 1860’s they also began calling the Utahs “Utes”, which is incorrect
and an insult. Its origin is from the early Spanish explorers and means
unknown Indian or tribe in Castilian Spanish. The Utahs were not
unknown to the Latter-Day Saints and they as a people never referred to
themselves as “Utes”. However, the misinformation caught on and you
began seeing the term used in the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Reports and correspondence.

In 1848 the United States and the Republic of Mexico went to war over
the territorial rights to the Western Empire claimed by the Republic of
Mexico. The dispute that ensued resulted in the Mexican-American War
of 1848. Mexico was defeated and the United States took possession of
the empire from Mexico pursuant to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
whereby the Utahs Nation and the Latter-day Saint settlers came under
the jurisdiction of the United States. (Stat. 922, 930; Treaties 108)

In 1849 the United States Government had acquired new lands under the
Guadalupe Hildago Treaty from Mexico. Their plan was to divide the
vast land into separate territories, the Utah Territory was established in
1850 and named after the Utahs Indian nation.
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In 1851 Brigham Young, Latter-Day Saints (Mormon) church leader was
appointed as the Utah Territorial Governor and Indian Agent. His early
interactions with the tribes, bands and their leaders documented their
struggles and daily lives.

The Uinta Band of Utahs was originally many bands with their own
chiefs and sub-chiefs. There were the Uinta-Ats, Sahpeech, Cum-um-
bahs, Yampapa, Pah-Utahs, Shib-e-ritches, Elk Mountain Utahs, Seuv-a-
rits, Ko-sun-ats, Toas Utahs, Pahvants, Timpanogs, Pi-ka-kwa-na-rats,
Tum-pan-u-wach, Shivwits and the Spanish Fork Utahs. All residing in
what became known as the Utah Territory.

One of Brigham Young’s first duties as Indian Agent was to establish
Indian agencies, by proclamation dated Sep 9, 1850, Brigham Young,
divided the territory into three agencies; the Parvan Agency, Uinta
Agency and the Parowan Agency. The “Uinta Agency to include all of
the Snakes or Shoshones within said Territory, the Uinta, and Yampah,
and all other tribes, south, within said Territory, and east of the eastern
rim of the Great Basin.”
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Indian Agency boundaries established by Brigham Young, Governor of the Utah
Territory and Indian Agent (1851).

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 61



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 62



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Once the Indian Agencies had been established the push to keep the
Utahs on less land and roaming began. This did not set well with the
nomadic bands who understood the lands life cycle; by staying in one
place in large numbers for too long depleted the animals, plants and
water. A resistance began among the bands and any perceived insult or
dispute required a retribution. Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare Quirker (the
white people called him Walker) was the head chief of the Utahs in the
early 1850’s, his band traveled long distances trading in California and
Mexico. He was a fearless leader and could be dangerous when
provoked, however he was friendly with the white settlers and brought
them news and trade goods.

News ) The Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Sat, Apr 17,1852 - Page 1
<Blancestry . Downloaded on Nov 16, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/286220722/
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Chief Walkara in an interview with interpreter M. S. Martinas 1853.
“Walkara said that he had always been opposed to the whites settling on
the Indian lands, particularly that portion which he claims; and on which
his band resides and on which they have resided since his childhood, and
his parents before him. The Mormons, when they first commenced the
settlement of Salt Lake Valley, was friendly, and promised them many
comforts, and lasting friendship—that they continued friendly for a short
time, until they became strong in numbers, then their conduct and
treatment towards the Indians changed—they were not only treated
unkindly, but many were much abused and this course has been pursued
up to the present—sometimes they have been treated with much
severity—they have been driven by this population from place to place—
settlements have been made on all their hunting grounds in the valleys,
and the graves of their fathers have been torn up by the whites."

(STATEMENT, M. S. MARTENAS, INTERPRETER Great Salt Lake City, July 6, 1853
Brigham Young Papers, MS 1234, Box 58, Folder 14 LDS Archives - Will Bagley
Transcription.)

A. Peterson describes his point of view of the time:

Latter-day Saints considered themselves in a state of open warfare. They
built scores of forts and deserted dozens of settlements while hundreds of
Mormon Militia chased their illusive [sic] adversaries through the
wilderness with little success. Requests for federal troops went unheeded
for eight years. Unable to distinguish differences between tribesmen,
frustrated Mormons indiscriminately killed Indians, including women
and children".

C"Utah History of the Black Hawk War". Official Web Site for the State of
Utah. Archived from the original on March 3, 2008. "Black Hawk War". Utah History
Encyclopedia. University of Utah Press).
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News ’ The Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Sat, May 28, 1853 - Page 3

by Hlancestry . Downloaded on Nov 16, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/286228049/
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August 19, 1853
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The Walker War 1853-1854

On July 17, 1853 there was a dispute while trading goods at a white
settlement near Springville, Utah; the Indians believed they were being
cheated. A white settler killed one of the Indians during a struggle, this
incident angered the Utahs and Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare Quirker
(Walker) demanded one of their lives for the death of his Indian relative.
The settlers refused, Chiefs Arapeen and Wanship were also present and
opposed any compromise. On the early morning of October 26, 1853,
Capt. John W. Gunnison of the Corps of Topographical Engineers and a
party of seven were camped on the lower Sevier River in Pahvant
territory, all were killed as retaliation for Indian deaths. Other skirmishes
occurred, cattle and horses were stolen and people on both sides were
killed. Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare Quirker (Walker) and his band knew
the canyon country well and out manuvered the Mormon Militia and
were never caught. In the spring of 1854 Utah leaders, Chief Ammon and
Chief Nooyoowat Noat Migo (once he came to the Uinta Valley
Reservation, he was called Alec Wanzitz), said they were ready to lay
down their arms and offered terms for peace. Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare
Quirker (Walker), who had since returned from Navajo country,
petitioned Brigham Young for peace and met for negotiations at Chicken

Creek in Juab County, Utah. (Walkara — Storm Testament VII By: Lee Nelson Council
Press, 401 W. Maple Street, Mapleton, Utah 84664 Published: 1990) (Exhibit 17)

Their meeting ended the conflict, but it did not solve the underlying issue
that the Mormons were trespassing on Utahs lands and were taking
everything that was needed for them to survive.

The Tintic War 1856

In February of 1856, a sub-chief named Tintic and his small band stole
cattle and horses throughout the Cedar Valley west of Utah Lake. These
skirmishes became known as the Tintic War. The Utahs were starving,
there was a drought and Tintic and his followers began taking cattle from
the settlers. His brother-in-Law Chief Nooyoowat Noat Migo (Alec
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Wanzitz), did not support his raids and left Tintic to make his own way.
There were many skirmishes and deaths on both sides. Without the
support from the other Utah bands, the Tintic War ended without a peace
treaty. Tintic lost his status as sub-chief and eventually retreated to the
Uinta Valley by late 1856. (Exhibit 18)

News The Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Wed, Oct 29, 1856 - Page 5
<Blancestry . Downloaded on Nov 17, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/286294152/
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After the Tintic War ended in 1856, Indian Agent Garland Hurt
established three Indian farms, the Spanish Fork, the Corn Creek and the
San Pete, to teach the Utahs agriculture and an attempt to “civilize” them.
He requested money and farm implements for these farms, but very little
was given, to the endeavor. These farms were referred to as reservations,

however, they were not established by the United States Government or
approved by Congress. (Exhibit 19) (Exhibit 20)
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Spanish Fork Farm

The Spanish Fork Indian Farm was established in 1856 for the Spanish
Fork Utahs. It was located at the mouth of the Spanish Fork River. This
area had been the permanent home of Chief Peteetneet and his band.

The Corn Creek Farm

The Corn Creek Indian Farm was established in 1855 for the Pahvant
Utahs on Corn Creek in Millard, Utah. It was located just downstream
from the Pahvant village of Chief Kanosh.

San Pete Farm

The San Pete Indian Farm was established in 1856 for the San Pitch (Sah
Peech) Utahs under Chief Arapeen. It was located on Twelve-mile Creek
in San Pete County, Utah.

In 1859 A. Humphries, Indian Agent for Utah reported that a grasshopper
plague had destroyed the crops on the Corn Creek farm, and operations
were suspended there by order of the Superintendent.

Due to the removal of Superintendent Jacob Forney in 1859, that office
of the Utah Indian Agency was left vacant for over a year and in debt.
The farms fell into neglect. Humphries, put in charge provisionally, was
forced to dispense with the Government farmers services, and sell off the
stock and farming implements on the Indian Farms to help pay the debt
and with what was left attempt to clothe and feed the impoverished Utah
Indians dependent on the agency in the winter of 1861.

In April 1866, the Pahvants began taking apart their village and farm at
Corn Creek, burning their corrals and fences around their fields, in
preparation for their move to the Uinta Valley Reservation, agreed to in
the 1865 Spanish Fork Treaty with the Utahs. Between 1866 and 1870
most of the Pahvants moved to the Uinta Valley Reservation, only about
100 remained at their new settlement at the springs.
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The farm projects failed miserably and all were eventually abandoned.

In 1859 J. Forney was Superintendent for the Utah Territory, he had
spoken to old mountaineers to learn more about the various Utah bands
living within his area.

“The Indians, claiming a home in Utah Territory, are evidently the
offspring of two nations who migrated west of the Rocky Mountains from
the northwest many years ago. It is probable that most of the descendants
of those nations are now within the boundary of this territory. They have
greatly decreased in numbers, and proportionately in their mental and
physical condition, during the past thirty years. Their degeneracy in the
mode of living and comforts has been more manifest during that period.
This I learn from old mountaineers who have lived among them,
corroborated by Indian testimony. The descendants of the two nations

above alluded to are now called Shoshone or Snake and Utahs or Ute.’
(Exhibit 21)

)

Hardship and suffering continued for the Utahs, the winter of 1859 many
of the people died from disease, starvation and exposure. It was a
common circumstance to find them frozen to death. Indian Agent A.
Humphreys made frequent appeals to the superintendent. He refused to
release any food or blankets, even though he had $5,000 to $6,000 worth
of Indian goods in his possession. Agent Humphreys was witness to much
of the suffering and the deaths of many, he had no money, provisions or
clothing to help them. He stated in his report that on several occasions he
parted with his own blankets to bury them in. (Exhibit 22)

The tensions between the Utahs and the white settlers continued, the
Utahs became more desperate for food and lands for their families. The
governments solution was to establish an Indian Reservation, in the
territory for the Utahs. Brigham Young spoke with Chief Antero-ve-yea-
hoo, (Chief of the Yampapa and Taos Utahs), he suggested lands in the
northeastern portion of the territory where there were no white settlers.
Chief Antero described the area and agreed to take his people to the
Reservation if it was in the Uinta Basin. (Exhibit 23)
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In 1861 President Abraham Lincoln established the Uinta Valley
Reservation by an Executive Order for the bands of Utahs, Congress
ratified the Order in 1864 (13 Stat. 63). The Uinta Valley Reservation
included all lands from mountain top to mountain top within the Utah
Territory. The reservation was created prior to Colorado becoming a
State and the United States government had no other ratified treaties with
the Utahs. (Exhibit 24) (Exhibit 25)

1861 Executive Order Lands

In the 1862 Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report, Indian Agent T.W.
Hatch reported that within his agency proper there were five different
tribes of Indians: Utahs, Shoshones, Goshee Utes, Par Vans, and Pie
Edes, and each is divided into several bands, with chiefs, besides several
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small bands with sub-chiefs. The Utahs are divided into six bands, of
which Sowyett (Chief Sowiette), White Eye, Tabby (Chief Tabby-
To-Kwanah), Anthrow (Chief Antero), Jo, and Kibe are their Chiefs.
Kibe’s (Kaib or mountain) band is the only one that makes their
permanent residence at this reservation, who are the remains of the
two once powerful bands of Warker (Chief Wah-kara) and
Pee-tee-neete. (Exhibit 26)

Those two once powerful bands were the Sah peech and the reminents of
the Timpanog Utahs.

During this time the Utahs were mis-identified by the Latter-Day Saints
who started calling all Indians “Utes”. The Castilian Spanish word “Ute”
was commonly used by the early Spanish explorers, its meaning is an
unknown Indian or tribe. A story has been passed down that during the
late 1860°s Mexican traders revitalized the word and the Latter-Day
Saints heard it and began using it; not knowing its origins or meaning.
This misuse eventually carried over to the writings of the Indian Agents,
Indian Commissions and general population. Today the word is still
misused.
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In the 1865 Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report,
Superintendent O.H. Irish reported that the Utahs were
composed of several bands, the most important being known
as the Tim-pa-nogs, Uintahs, Pah-Vants, and San-pitches. The
first, controlled by Chief An-Kar-tewets (Red Bay), range
through Utah Valley and the mountains adjoining the valley on
the east, and number about 300. The second, the Uintahs, the
principal band of the Utahs, are under the immediate control
of Chief Saw-e-set (Chief Sowiette), and Sub-Chiefs Tabby
(the Sun), and To-quo-ne (Black Mountain Lion) and range
through Uintah Valley and the Green River country, and
number about three thousand. Third, the Pah-Vants, are
controlled by Kon-osh (Man of white hair) and several small
sub-chiefs. They range through Pah Vant and Sevier Valley
and west to the White Mountains. The San-pitches (Sah
Peech), numbering about five hundred, are controlled by Sow-
ok-soo-bet (Arrow Feather) and range through the San-pitch
Valley and Creek and on the Sevier River. (Exhibit 27)

Many of our people knew that in order to survive, the family clans would
need to leave their homelands and go to the Uinta Valley Reservation.
Chief Tabby-To-kwanah, along with his four wive’s (Unca-Towie-
Tabby, Anne Aro-u-ats Parriette Tabby, Peadze Tabby and Nettie West)
and their many children, led the remaining families to the Uinta Valley
Reservation by 1867.

Throughout the early history of the Territory the Aboriginal
Utah Indians existence was documented, their bands and
leadership acknowledged and the family clans that’s came to
the Uinta Valley Reservation became known as the Uinta
Band.

The establishment of the reservation did not stop white
settlers from trespassing on Indian lands, stealing water or
grazing their cattle on reservation prairie. The Uinta Valley
Reservation had a revolving door of Indian Agents some
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would look the other way and others would seek permission
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to establish a militia
to remove the white settlers from the reservation. The Agents
never received that permission.

In 1865 the white settlers continued to trespass on reservation
lands, violating the 1861 Executive Order boundaries and
squatting on Utah lands. The problem was so prolific that the
Indian Affairs Superintendent, O. H. Irish had the following
Presidential Order printed throughout the territorial
newspapers, telling the white settlers to leave the Uinta Valley
Reservation.

News S Daily Union Vedette (Camp Douglas, Utah) - Sat, Jan 28, 1865 - Page 3
Blancestiy

ances ) Downloaded on Nov 18, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/291292932/
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On February 23, 1865 Congress approved an act to extinguish
the Indian title to lands in the Territory of Utah.
Commissioner William P. Dole, instructed Superintendent

O.H. Irish to immediately make plans to treat with the Utahs.
(Exhibit 28)

“I have further to suggest, that inasmuch as it has not been
the policy of government to acknowledge the full title of these
Indians to the lands claimed by them, the treaties should be so
framed that the Indians shall relinquish the right of occupancy
of the lands included within defined boundaries, and agree to
remove to and occupy the lands reserved for their use.”

William P. Dole, Commissioner March 28, 1865

Superintendent O.H. Irish made plans for the negotiations and
believed it would be dangerous if he delayed. He contacted
Ex-Governor Brigham Young and discussed his plans, inviting
him to accompany the commission to the meeting. Brigham
Young was to be there as a witness only, however, he did
advise the Indians to sign the treaty and remove themselves to
the Uinta Valley Reservation within a year. (Exhibit 29)

The Spanish Fork Treaty (Unratified)

On June 6, 1865 Superintendent, O.H. Irish and his party met
with the invited tribal chiefs for preliminary talks and reading
of the treaty. (Exhibit 30)

The preamble stated:

Articles of Agreement and Convention made and concluded at Spanish
Fork Indian Farm, in the Territory of Utah, this eighth day of June,
eighteen hundred and sixty-five by O.H. Irish, Superintendent of
Indian Affairs for Said Territory Comm., on the part of the U.S. and
the undersigned chiefs, ...on behalf of said Indians and duly
authorized by them.
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At a council of the Utah Indians, held at Spanish Fork Indian
Reservation, commencing on the seventh of June 1865 at so which the
said Indians were represented by the following chiefs:

Sow-e-ett (Nearly Starved) Chief Yampah Utes (and the Uinta-Ats)
Kanosh (Man of white hair) — Chief Pah-Vants

Tabby (The Sun) Chief Yampah Utes (Utahs)

To-quo-ne (Black Mountain Lion) Chief Yampah Utes (Utahs)
Sow-ok-soo-bet (Arrow Feather) Chief San Pitch Utes (Utahs)
An-kar-tew-its (Red Boy) Chief Timpa-nogs Utes (Utahs)
Kibets (Mountain) Chief Spanish Fork Utes (Utahs)

Am-oosh - Chief Cum-um-bahs

An-kar-an-keg (Red Rifle) — Sub-Chief Pah-Vants

Namp-peades (Foot Mother) — Sub-Chief Timpa-nogs Utes
Pam-sook (Otter) — Sub-Chief Utes (Utahs)

Pean-up (Big Foot) — Sub-Chief Pah-Vants

Eah-gand (Shot to Pieces) — Sub-Chief Pah-Vants

Nar-i-ent (Powerful) — Sub-Chief Pah-Vants

Quo-o-gand (Bear) — Sub-Chief Utes (Utahs)

San Pitch (Bull Rush) — Chief Utahs

The treaty would require the Indians to cede all of their lands in
the Salt Lake and Utah Valley’s on the Wasatch Front and the
Ashley Valley on the Uinta Valley Reservation. The Indians did
not want to give up their lands and the chiefs voiced their
opinions.

“If the talk is for us to trade the land in order to get the presents, I do not
want any blankets or any clothing. I would rather go without than to give
up my title to the land I occupy.”

Chief San Pitch
1865 Spanish Fork minutes, National Archives
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“The hearts of the Indians are full; they want to think, wait until
tomorrow, let us go back to our lodges and talk and smoke over what has
been said today. The Indians are not ready now to give up the land; they
never thought of such a thing.”

Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah
1865 Spanish Fork minutes, National Archives

(Exerts from the original minutes preserved in the unratified treaties file,
Spanish Fork Treaty, 1865, National Archives). (included in exhibit 30)

The area in orange (431) is part of the Uinta Valley Reservation.
The Blue area (432) are the lands listed in the 1865 unratified
Spanish Fork Treaty with the various bands of Utahs.

Spanish Fork Treaty Lands 1865 (not ratified)
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The Spanish Fork Treaty had reached the Senate on 6 March
1866, where it was referred to the committee on Indian Affairs.
Three years later, in February 1869, Senator James Harlan,
chairman of that committee, submitted it to O.H. Browning,
Secretary of the Interior, with an inquiry as to whether he would
recommend ratification. The Secretary referred Harlan’s inquiry
to Commissioner of Indian Affairs A.G. Taylor, who replied on
18 February 1869:

“The ratification of the treaty with the Utah Tribes has been
repeatedly urged by this office, as under its provisions, measures
could be adopted for the concentration of the Indians of the
Territory upon the ample reservation set apart for their use and
occupancy, and the necessary means afforded for their support
and improvement. It is possible that a better treaty can be made
under present circumstances and relations of these Indians and I
suggest that it would be as well, perhaps, that the Senate, do not
advise the ratification of the pending treaty — in which event, |
would recommend that early steps be taken to negotiate a new

one”. (Record Group 48 — Letters received, Secretary of the Interior. File January
to April, 1869 — Box 23, National Archives)

On 11 March 1869, Senator Harlan reported to the Senate. The
result was the adoption of a resolution “that the Senate does not
advise and consent to the ratification of said treaties.” The
resolution was forwarded to the President. Only to be returned to
the Commissioner’s office and buried in the unratified treaty

files now located in the National Archives. (Executive Journal, Vol. 17,
1869-71, p. 7)

Even though the treaty was not ratified the Utah Bands migrated
out of the Salt Lake and Utah Valley’s, keeping their promise
and not understanding that the treaty had not been ratified by
Congress. (Exhibit 31)

To this day the Utahs continue to be entitled to their aboriginal
lands along the Wasatch Front and their original boundaries on
the Reservation.
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Not all of the Utah bands moved to the Uinta Valley Reservation
immediately. The Uinta Mountains and surrounding valley was the
aboriginal lands of the Uinta-Ats under Chief Sowiette and the eastern
portion of the reservation west of the Rockies is the aboriginal lands of
the Yampapa and Taos Utahs, under Chief Antero. The other bands from
the Salt Lake and Utah Valley’s traveled to the reservation during the
next six years. By 1867 Chief Tabby-To-Kwana, Head Chief of the Utahs
moved to the Uinta Valley Reservation with his family and many of the
remaining bands of Utahs. This was a big contrast to their way of life, the
Utah bands customarily roamed the entire Utah Territory visiting family
and would gather together at various times to hunt, socialize and find
spouses. (Exhibit 32)

Life on the reservation created many challenges for the Utahs, in the
early years there were many deaths from starvation and disease and it
was no longer acceptable to roam over their lands freely. They now had
reservation boundaries and were expected to become farmers. The Indian
agents in the 1860’s had a difficult time converting the Indian beliefs
from hunting and gathering to agriculture, let alone living in homes as
they continued their tradition of living in teepees and summer shelters.

By 1870 the Uintas had become proficient farmers with herds of cattle,
sheep and horses. They were industrious and established a hauling
company, shipping goods by wagons to the Salt Lake and Utah Valley’s.
They were able to provide for their family clans and worked for
everything they needed. Any money they received from the Indian Agent
was from their own earnings. They were not under treaty stipulations, as
the United States Government had never successfully negotiated or
ratified an agreement with them.

The families from the various bands of Utahs, that had come to the Uinta
Valley Reservation, had been at a great disadvantage, but by working
together, they persevered the hardships and were able to survive. With
their great leaders, Head Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah, Chief Sowiette, Chief
Antero V Yeaho, Chief Nooyoowat Noat Migo (Alec Wanzitz), Chief
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Charles No-Winch Wanrodes and their sub-chiefs they kept the peace
and promoted hard work and farming.

Black Hawk War 1865-1868

By 1865 the tensions between the Mormons and the Utahs had been
mounting for years. On April 9, 1865 in Manti, Utah a disagreement
arose over cattle that had been killed by a Utah band to feed their starving
people. A Mormon settler became angry and jerked a Utah off of his
horse. This action insulted the Utah delegation and Nunch Antonga
(Mormons called him Black Hawk), gathered members from his band of
Shib-e-ritches and retaliated by stealing hundreds of cattle and killing
five Mormons. There were many other skirmishes and lives lost on both
sides. Through these actions Nunch Antonga was declared a war chief,
however he did not have the support of all the Utahs or his Uncle Chief
Sowiette, who would not declare war with him. In 1867 Nunch Antonga
made peace with the Mormons and came to the Uinta Valley Reservation
and a peace treaty was signed in 1868. His followers eventually went
back to their bands or came to the reservation. Nunch Antonga died on

September 26, 1870 near RiChﬁeld, Utah. (Utah’s Black Hawk War by John Alton
Peterson, Published by University of Utah Press 1999)
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The Utah Nation respected territorial boundaries between the other tribes
and would gain permission, before passing through their lands. The Utah
bands had close ties with the Northern Shoshone Tribes and many had
intermarried. Every year the Utahs and the Shoshones would gather as
family clans near the Bear Lake Valley to socialize and for religious
purposes. The Northern Shoshone would also gather in the Utahs
Territory for hunting and gathering in the Uinta Mountains.
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In 1870 the Superintendent, J.E. Tourtellotte reported that the Timpanoge
Indians that formerly resided about the Spanish Fork reservation (Farm),
were now scattered among other bands and do not now exist as a separate
tribe. Most of these Indians had moved to the Uinta Valley Reservation
and were numbered with the Indians of that agency. On January 31, 1850
Brigham Young had issued an Indian Extermination Order and called for
an expedition to “go out and kill them.” (Church of Latter-Day Saints records:
Minutes from a council meeting held on January 31, 1850) The Mormon war council
voted to sustain Brigham Young’s action. This order was inflicted on all
the Utahs, but the Timpanog Indians were the hardest impacted, due to
the Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) wanting their lands around Utah Lake.
By 1870 their numbers had been so depleted they merged with the other
family bands in order to survive. (Exhibit 33)

The Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - 25 May 1870, Wed - Page 12
Downloaded on Jun 3, 2022

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 87



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

In 1871 J.J. Critchlow became the Indian Agent for the Uinta Agency, he
reported discrepancies in the ledgers and realized his predecessors had
not provided the food and clothing to the Indians. Overall, his assessment
was the Uinta Agency had been mismanaged for years. Upon his arrival
he did meet with Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah and other leaders, assuring
them that they would have their partial rations once he received them.
The majority of the Uinta’s were away from the agency hunting, he
learned that they had been surviving by providing for themselves. This
was a reoccurring theme on the Uinta Valley Reservation, since our
people were never under treaty stipulations, they had not received full

food rations, money, schools, a doctor or other services up to this time.
(Exhibit 34)

In 1872 there was a disturbance on the reservation, two bands of
Confederated Utes belonging to the reservation at White River, in
Colorado, arrived at the Uinta Valley Reservation. The Superintendent
was concerned that they were away from their reservation and for the
safety of his staff.

The Uinta’s were alarmed by the trespassing and were ready to fight to
protect their lands. The Confederated Utes were ordered back to their
reservation, if they were not willing to go, the military would ensure they
were removed. General Morrow, Army, Commandant at Camp Douglas
(Utah Territory) suggested that a company of troops be stationed at the
Uinta Valley Reservation for a period of time to keep the peace. The
Confederated Utes of Colorado were enemies of the Uinta Band of Utahs,
it didn’t help matters when the government formed the new tribe in 1868

and placed them on lands in Colorado, that belonged to the Utahs.
(Exhibit 35)
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Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior for
the year 1874, Report of Agent in Utah, page 106, showing population statistics at the
Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah.
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By 1874 Agent Critchlow had opened a day school and approximately 25
boys attended. His future plans were to educate both girls and boys, and
include teaching them skills that would be useful to them as they
assimilated. He also planned to add an additional building to be used as a
dormitory to house students permanently. The Indian boarding school era
would occur in the distant future.

Commissioner of Indian Affairs Annual Report 1875, Reports of Agents in Utah, page 358
Report dated September 10, 1875 from J.J. Critchlow, United States Indian Agent.

By 1877 Indian Agent Critchlow had been at the Uinta Agency for six
years, many of his plans for improvement had been accomplished and the
Uinta Band of Utahs were industrious and willing to learn. Chief Tabby-
To-Kwana was still the head chief and the majority of those on the
reservation followed his leadership. (Exhibit 36)
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In 1879 the Confederated Utes of Colorado engaged in the
“Meeker Massacre”. The Incident took place from September 29—
October 5, 1879 at the White River Indian Agency on the Confederated
Ute Reservation in present-day Rio Blanco County, Colorado. Tensions
had been building on the reservation for months as Indian Agent Nathan
Meeker attempted to force the White Rivers to change their traditional
ways of life. On September 29, the Utes revolted, killing Meeker and ten
others, and taking Meeker’s family hostage. The violence ended on
October 5, when US cavalry pinned down by Confederated Ute gunfire at
nearby Milk Creek were killed. The Meeker Incident became the catalyst
for the Confederated Utes’ expulsion from Colorado. The federal
government complied, ratifying the 1880 Agreement (21 Stat.
199, Sec. 4), legislated by Congress. The Confederated Utes
agreed to disband, cede all of their lands and each was to be
given individual allotments on public lands. Thereafter, be
subject to the civil and criminal laws of the State “in which
they may reside.” Forever. Through misguided practices, the
United States Government “temporarily” placed the
Confederated Utes on the Uinta Valley Reservation, beginning
in 1881.

The following years were challenging for the Uinta people;
they worked hard to farm, create new trade and keep their
hauling business running. United States Indian Agent J.J.
Critchelow was impressed with the Uintas work ethic and
success. He reported that the department furnished 25 freight
wagons the previous fall and an additional 7 this year. Agent
Critchelow intended to have the Uintas transport their own
annuity goods and supplies from Salt Lake City to the agency,
a distance of 200 miles. The Agent also organized an Indian
Police force and recruited 10 Uintas to keep the peace among
their people. (Exhibit 37)
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Uinta Band of Utahs Police

J.J. Critchelow may have had good intentions, but his
determination to combine the Uinta Band of Utahs and the
disbanded Confederated Utes of Colorado was misguided.

“It is my firm conviction, and in this opinion I am supported
by the gentlemen of the commission, that the Uintahs and
White Rivers, if they are to remain together, must be treated
with equal liberality. Their issues must be made in common;
they must be looked upon as members of the same tribe. It will
be my earnest endeavor to bring about a consolidation of
those two tribes, for upon this in my opinion, depends the
future success of Indian Affairs at this agency.”

The White Rivers were under the Confederated Ute 1880
Agreement and were receiving stipulations. The Uinta Band of
Utahs had title to their Executive Order Reservation, but there
were no other ratified treaties or stipulations. The White
Rivers were to be on the reservation temporarily and lease the
land they would occupy. Agent Critchelow could not legally
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consolidate these two separate Tribes or share the White
Rivers money’s they received. (Exhibit 38)

Unfortunately, in 1883 the incoming Indian Agent, Elisha W. Davis had
the same ideas:

“I find that it would be more satisfactory to the Indians and save the
agent much trouble if these two tribes could be consolidated. The White
River Utes receive more subsistence, supplies, and more annuity goods
than the Uintahs. These two tribes come to the same agency and are
treated differently in the presence of each other.” (Exhibit 39)

There is no legislation approved by Congress consolidating these two
separate tribes, it would not be possible, The Uinta Band of Utahs were
the federal tribe and the White Rivers were disbanded. The best solution
would have been for the White Rivers to acquire a lease for land and pay
for it. However, this was not done and under Agent Critchelow, the
Confederated Utes money began being misappropriated.

...... also under the ruling and direction of the department paid the
Uintahs their proportion of the Ute 4 per cent.”

The government’s decision to misappropriate Confederated Ute money
was an accounting nightmare and confusion would arise in the future. As
time went by the department, Indian agents and superintendents began to
make other administrative errors that would prove disastrous for the
Uinta Band of Utahs.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 94



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior for
the year 1884, Report of Agent in Utah, page 156, Elisha W. Davis, Indian Agent. Per
Frank Pierce, Clerk in Charge. Uinta(h) population census.

By 1885 Indian Agent, Elisha W. Davis began providing false
information in his Commissioner Reports regarding the White Rivers
money and what the Uinta Band of Utahs was entitled too. There was no
agreement or the required legislation for land exchanges or
misappropriation of funds. The Uinta Valley Reservation lands are still
intact per the Bureau of Indian Affairs. (Exhibit 40)

On July 1, 1886 by an act of Congress the two Indian agencies (Uinta
Agency and the Ouray Agency) were consolidated. The Ouray Agency
being reduced to a sub-agency and the Uinta Agency being designated as
the headquarters. The legal name of the reservation remained the Uinta
Valley Reservation, however, throughout the years the reservation has
had other alias’s (Uinta & Ouray Agency and Uinta(h) & Ouray
Reservation), all are incorrect and were used to fraudulently depict that a
disbanded group had any rights, title or interest in our reservation lands
and resources.

In 1887 Jason Wheeler became the new Indian Agent, at the Uinta
Agency. His Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report for 1887, gives
misleading information about the tribes. The Uinta Band of Utahs are not
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Ute, we are an ancient tribe of the Utah Nation. The Uinta Band of Utahs
was a separate and distinct tribe, under federal supervision. These errors
made by the Indian Agents have had negative repercussions for our
people. Throughout the years we have provided documents to the
government regarding our reservation and its people, showing that their
administrative record was incorrect. Many requests were made by our
leadership to the government to review and correct the history on file for
our reservation, finally in 2022 the Bureau of Indian Affairs began a
project to review and index all of the records in three National Archives
regarding this reservation and its inhabitants. The administrative record is
in the process of being corrected.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 96



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior for
the year 1887, Report of Agents in Utah, page 199. T. A. Byrnes, U.S. Indian Agent.

In his Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report of 1891 Robert Waugh,
U.S. Indian Agent talked about Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah, as being the
greatest Chief of all the tribes. He lived quite a distance from the agency
and due to his years and being blind he did not visit the agency as often.
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Sixtieth Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the
Interior 1891, Report of Agents in Utah, pages 436-437. Robert Waugh, U.S. Indian
Agent

From the time of Agent Critchelow and throughout the 1890°s many of
the Uinta Band of Utahs married into the Confederated Utes of Colorado,
choosing to switch their tribal affiliation. They went over as individuals,
not taking land or assets with them. They were willing to sever ties with
their tribe due to the Confederated Utes were receiving treaty stipulation
money and they wanted some too. The Indian Agents allowed this and
altered the agency records. The main body of the Uinta Band of Utahs
stayed intact as the tribe, they were a separate federal tribe and held all
the lands and assets of the Uinta Valley Reservation.

The pressure was mounting for the Uinta Band of Utahs to cede their
lands to the government. Commissions came and went; Indian Agents did
not look out for their best interests, but they still managed to overcome
the adversity and retain their lands.
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News Y The Salt Lake Herald (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Fri, Nov 25, 1898 - Page 2

iy Hlancestiy' : Downloaded on Nov 24, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80941823/
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Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1912, page 320. Table 69 Income of Indians. The Uinta Band
of Utahs was not receiving treaty stipulations, they earned their money from farming
and their hauling company.

320 COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
TaBLE 69.—Incomes of Indian tribes from all sources for the Jfiscal year ended June 30,
1912—Continued.

e Indian

reaty money, pro-

Interest dagree-| Gratu- | ceeds Proceeds
Tribe. trust fun‘:{ ::em ob- l{laetsu labor, a(;lld of lands, Total.

ligations. miscel-
laneous.

$1,001,983.30

Oto and Missouri. .| 22,051.29

........ 66, 606. 15

2,866. 65

°otawatoml 8,525.13

9,037.90

Puyallup s 16,764. 46
Quapaw.. ,511.
gulmlelt 1,000.

i 1,509.30

CPPLTOWRooocicoationsnss] 0,008 Lovvunninias 22,083.87

Bac and Fox of the Missis- !

sippi, Oklahoma...........
Bac and Fox of the Missouri. .
8eminole, Oklahoma .........
Beminole, Florida.. H
Seneca. Oklahoma..

Shoshoni and Bannock. . :
ghoshonl in Wyoming.......

Sisseton and Wah
Bix Nations of New Ype
Southem L1 (- AN

8 ockbridze 5
b RN 4 .78 |. i
Truxton Canyon Indhns ..... i . 8,119.
Tule River Indians.. . 1,283,

intah, etc., Utes............
Ute, Confederated Bands .. .
Walla W alla, Cayuse and

38, 740.00

8
33%
& SRIEAXR

Umatilla 22,812
‘Warm Springs Indians 6,551. 85
Western Shoshoni i 13,713.756
chhlta and Affiliated Bi 10, 006. 14

1,4 45,308.
16,534.71 19,534 n
PO iasssrsvnmnsnnssne 1,740, 206. 27 |54, 560. 00 |960,000.00 |1,694,081.95 (4,475,489. 24 (9,473, 427. 46
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Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1914, page 87, Table 3, Indians under Federal supervision.

COMMISSIONER INDIAN

AFFAIRS.

. 87

TABLI 3.—Indians under Federal supervision— Unallotted and holding trust and jec
patents, June 80, 1914—Continned.

Allotted. J
T Total

Holding fee patents Tndians

States and superintendenci Unallotted.| | = gder,
gltm g —| Total | supervi-

patents. | Partof | Entire | 8llotted. | “sion.
allot- allot-
ment. | ment.

561 1,121

2,000 18,000

214 426

565 1,110

421 742

3,761 11,399

2,327 2,601

73 963

.......... 280

478 478

5,715 7,059

5,272 5,472

1,086 2,065

866 1, 805

16, 527 20,813

.......... 133

897 1,172

.......... 500

897 1,805

‘Washington:

Colville. . 40 2,385 2,425
Cushman 614 . 2,437 3,051
Neah Bay.. 390 303 693
Spokane... 49 575 624
Tulalip.. 1,031 208 1,239
Yakima.... 100 0IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII L 3,059 3,059
2,124 9,057 11,181

1,
121,333 74,014 1,643 | 109,018 | 184,675 307, 891
COMPARISON.
BRA I 1. it invvssrnneanasosnioss 121,233 72,411 1,420 | 109,911 | 183,742 307,433
Total 1912 . 120,876 | 103,417 1,926 70,904 177 26 300,930
Total 1011 . 120,780 88,182 #76,033 | 1c4,215 296,320
Total 1901 ¢ - oos 4,&.3 247,522
Total 1890 ¢ av y 230,437

15,000 of these Indiansin Ci
U n.

’ Includes fee patents for part of their allotment.
+ Only items reported.
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After 1916 the Superintendent’s and government agencies continuously
misidentified our people, the only two groups on our reservation lands
were the Uinta Band of Utahs, the owners and the Confederated Utes of
Colorado, who had been disbanded and were State citizens. Over time the
government and its agencies continued to incorrectly combine the
Confederated Utes with our people on paper, which lead to the creation
of the fictious “Ute Indian Tribe”, in 1934 under the Indian
Reorganization Act.

To this day we are a separate and distinct tribe from the Confederated
Utes of Colorado. For 71 years, the Confederated Utes of Colorado have
been impersonating as owners of our reservation and resources. In the
early years the Superintendent’s, Indian Affairs Commissioners and the
State of Utah were responsible for keeping accurate records, not
falsifying them. The Confederated Utes of Colorado are also responsible
for their actions, defrauding the government and impersonating a tribe.
Prior to 1868 the U.S. Calvary had gathered up many small renegade
bands from the Plains, Texas and New Mexico (Comanche, Arapaho,
Blackfoot, Kiowa, Apache etc.), these small bands were away from their
main tribes and were stealing from white settlers. In 1868 the
government’s solution was to gather them together, sign a treaty, and
place them on a reservation in Colorado. This group was disbanded by
Congress in 1880, after they murdered their Indian Agent, agency
employees and a military unit that had responded to the uprising. These
citizens were only to be on our reservation temporarily, there is no
ratified agreement with the Uinta Band of Utahs allowing them to remain
permanently.

Since the Bureau of Indian Affairs had completed their review of the
National Archives documents for this reservation and its inhabitants, we
have seen many good changes and their efforts to correct our
administrative history is very much appreciated.
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2.3 Oral History and Leadership

The following oral history and leadership of the Affiliated Ute Citizens
of the State of Utah was passed down through our elders and also
documented by the local settlers of the time. In the 1960°s the Doris
Duke Oral History Project recorded our families talking about reservation
life, old stories and traditions. These interviews have preserved the
elder’s knowledge in their own voices. We continue to pass on our oral
history and also share the project recordings with our children. The elders
lived their entire lives on the same land as our ancestors lived and died
on. The elders who are currently living have verified the facts provided
and continue to pass their knowledge onto the younger generations.

Leadership before the Reservation

2.3.1 Chief Moonch (1720-1770)
Chief Moonch was born and passed in the Utah Valley. He was
Chief of the Timpanog Utahs that roamed the area surrounding
Utah Lake, he is considered an ancient one amongst our people.
His son was Chief Turunianchi.

2.3.2  Chief Moonch Fuchawana (1745-Unknown)
Chief Moonch Fuchawana was born and passed in the Uinta
Basin, he was Chief of the ancient band of Uinta-At Utahs, he is
considered an ancient and his people were among those Utahs
(Yutas) who were documented in the early Spanish Explorer

journals.

2.3.3 Chief Fuchawana (1762-Unknown)
Chief Fuchawana was born in the Uinta Basin, Utah and is buried
near Spirit Lake, in the Uinta Mountains, Utah. He is the son of
Chief Moonch Fuchawana and became chief of the Uinta-At
Utahs when his father passed.
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2.3.4 Chief Turunianchi (1750-1800)

Chief Turunianchi was born and passed in the Utah Valley. He is
the son of Chief Moonch and became the principal chief of the
Timpanog Band of Utahs, after his father passed. His band
roamed the area surrounding Utah Lake. The Timpanog were first
discovered in what became known as the Utah Territory by
Spanish explorers Juan Rivera in 1765 and later by Dominguez
and Escalante in 1776.

The Dominguez-Escalante Expedition described coming in
contact with “the bearded ones,” the Eutahs, who spoke the lan-
guage of the Snake-Shoshone and called themselves “Tim-
panogostzis.” They lived by a lake (Utah Lake) they named
Timpanogos. The Timpanogs were called “fish eaters” by the
Cathiloc Father’s and their group was provided shelter and many
fish to eat. It’s told that Chief Turunianchi was a diplomatic
leader, he provided guides to the Dominguez-Escalante
Expedition to continue their journey and the Catholic Father’s
traded gifts with the Chief for dried fish. Chief Turunianchi also
offered land to build houses for other Spaniards who wished to
join the Catholic Father’s on their return trip. His welcoming
nature left a good impression with the expedition. They named
the area “El Valle de Nuestra Sefiora de la Merced de Los
Timpanogos” (translation: The valley of our Lady of Mercy of the
Timpanogos). (Source: “Dominguez Escalante Journal, Their Expedition

Through Colorado Utah, Arizona and New Mexico in 1776,” by Ted J. Warner,
published July 1, 1976 by Brigham Young University Press).

2.3.5 0Old Uinta Moonch (1785-1843)
Old Uinta Moonch was born in the Utah Valley and passed near
Spanish Fork, Utah. He is the son of Chief Turunianchi
(Timpanog Utahs), he married Tisham Igh Always Pretty, whose
father was Chief Fuchawana of the Uinta-At Utahs (Uinta Basin).
He became head chief of the Utahs Nation. His bands roamed
throughout what became known as the Utah Territory.
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2.3.6  Chief San Pitch, the Elder (1752-1815)
Chief San Pitch, the Elder was born in present-day Green River,
Utah and passed in the Uinta Mountains, Utah. He was the son of
Chief Turunianchi and became the principal Chief of the
Yampahpah Utahs. His band roamed in and around present-day
Western Colorado. Chief San Pitch, The Elder was known to
keep the peace among the bands and with other tribes.

2.3.7 Chief Old Tenaciono San Pitch (1780-After 1854)

Chief Old Tenaciono San Pitch was born in the Utah Valley

And passed in the Thistle Valley, Utah. He was the son of Chief

Turunianchi and the brother to Chief San Pitch, the Elder. He

became the principal Chief of the Sahpeech Utahs and was

married to Tanarohwitch. Our family stories say he talked with
Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare Quirker about ending the Walker War
and was behind the meeting at Chicken Creek with Brigham
Young, to talk peace. Chief Old San Pitch was described as
“aged and infirm” and “whose eyes were dim and whose hand
trembled” as he recalled grievances against the whites,
particularly the “Americats” responsible for killing his his wife
and son. This elderly leader may have passed not long after this
meeting for his name fades from surviving records covering that

time.

2.3.8 Chief Peteetneet (1785-December 23, 1861)
Chief Peteetneet was born in the Utah Valley and passed in
Cedar Valley, Utah. He was the son of Chief Turunianchi and the
brother to Chief San Pitch, the Elder and Chief Old Tenaciono
San Pitch. He became Chief of the Timpanog Utahs after his
father passed. On February of 1854, during the Walker War
(1853-1854), Captain Charles B. Hancock of Payson, captured
two Indians, one of the captured individuals was the grandson of
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Chief Peteetneet (No-Winch Charles Wanrodes). Captain
Hancock held the chief’s grandson as a hostage and sent the other
Indian to the tribe with a message that No-Winch was being held
captive. The following morning, Chief Peteetneet visited Fort
Utah, a negotiation was held, the Chief offered fourteen head of
stolen cattle as a peace token. His grandson was released. Chief
Peteetneet died on December 23, 1861, under somewhat
mysterious circumstances in Cedar Valley, Utah, near the recently
abandoned Fort Crittenden (Camp Floyd). When Peteetneet died,
it was said, he had been shot by his wife. He was buried on the
mountainside in Cedar Valley by members of his band. His wife,
who was killed on his express deathbed orders by an axe-wielding
woman in his band, was buried in the valley below his grave in
order to accompany him into the afterlife. He was succeeded at
the time of his death in 1862 by a near kinsman named Ponnewats
(Pa-ni-wa-tsi, meaning "Little Master of Our Water".) Brigham
Young made this statement, "Chief Peteetneet, a chief who lives
near Utah Lake, is perfect, and I do not believe a better man lives
on the earth. He will do good all the time and will not do evil if he
knows it." (General Church minutes, 31 August, 1854)
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Death of Peteetneet, Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah), Wed, Jan 1, 1862,
Page 1.

2.3.9 Chief Kaib Mountain (1819-1895)
Chief Kaib Mountain was born in Spanish Fork, Utah and passed
at the Whiterocks Indian Village on the Uinta Valley
Reservation, Utah. He was the son of Chief Old Tenaciono San
Pitch and became Chief of the Sah peech and the last remaining
survivers of the Timpanog Utahs in 1866; he moved his bands to
the reservation, shortly after. Chief Kaib Mountain was one of
the signers on the unratified Spansih Fork Treaty in 1865.
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2.3.10 Chief Unduyuk George Washington Mountain (1846-Feb 2, 1912)

Chief Unduyuk George Washington Mountain was born in the
Utah Valley and passed at the Whiterocks Indian Village on the
Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah. He was the son of Chief Kaib
Mountain and a sub-chief of the Spanish Fork Utahs. After
moving to the Uinta Valley Reservation, he became a sub-chief
under Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah after his father passed.

2.3.11 Chief Opecarry Feather Stick in the Head Wanrodes (1800-
Before 1885)

Chief Opecarry Feather Stick in the Head Wanrodes was born in
the Utah Valley and passed at the Whiterocks Indian Village on
the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah. He was the son of Chief
Peteetneet, he was said to be more volatile and would fight for his
people. Opecarry Feather Stick in the Head Wanrodes became
chief of the Pi-ka-kwa-na-rats Utahs. His band roamed the
Wasatch Valley in the Utah Territory.
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Leadership after the establishment of the Reservation

Back row: Chief Chief Opecarry Feather Stick in the Head Wanrodes, Tobiob (The Clouds),
Ammon, unknown. Seated: Chief Tabby-To-kwanah, Chief San Pitch, Chief Kanosh, Chief
Nooyoowat Noat Alec Wanzitz (Migo) (circa 1860’s)

2.3.12 Chief Sowiette (1780-After 1869)

Chief Sowiette was born in the Uinta Mountains and passed at
the Whiterocks Indian Village on the Uinta Valley Reservation,
Utah. He was the son of Chief Turunianchi and the brother to
Chief San Pitch, the elder, Chief Old Tenaciono San Pitch, Chief
Peteetneet and Chief Old Uinta Moonch. He became chief of the
Uinta-Ats after his brother Chief Old Uinta Moonch passed in
1843 and head chief over all the Utahs after the bands began
coming to the Uinta Valley Reservation, beginning in 1861. He
was known as a great speaker, a wise leader of his people and was
respected by all.
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2.3.13 Chief Antero-ve-yea-hoo (1812-1897)

Chief Antero-ve-yea-hoo (Graceful Walker) was born in the Utah
Territory and passed at the Whiterocks Indian Village on the
Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah. He was Chief of the Yampahpah
and Taos Utahs, his people roamed in present-day western
Colorado and the Uinta Basin. When he was young, he was a
fierce war chief, as he grew older, he was known as a great leader
and a proponent for peace. He made several trips to Washington
D.C. to negotiate for our people. It has been passed down that
when the Utahs began coming to the Uinta Valley Reservation the
Uinta-Ats recognized Chief Sowiette as their chief and the
Yampahpah and Taos Utahs recognized Antero. After Chief
Sowiette passed in 1869, all the bands recognized a common
allegiance to Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah. Over time the family
clans were able to come together as one tribe called the Uinta
Band of Utahs.
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News! The Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Wed, Jul 1, 1857 - Page 7
by <plancestry . Downloaded on Nov 17, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/286299835/

2.3.14 Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare Quirker (1815-Jan 28, 1855)

Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare Quirker was born in the Utah Valley
and passed at Meadow Creek in the Utah Valley. He was the son
of Chief Old Uinta Moonch and Tisham Igh (Always Pretty), and
head-chief of the Utahs Nation when the Latter-day Saints
(Mormons) arrived in 1847. He was known to be ruthless when
trading and would gather horses and sell them on his excursions
to Mexico and California. he was an exceptional leader and
roamed all over the Utah Territory to California. He spoke several
native languages, Spanish and his English was good enough to be
understood. At the end of the Walker War (1853-1854), Utah
leaders Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-kare Quirker, Chief Siegneroach
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Arapeen and Chief Nooyoowat Noat Alec Wanzitz (Migo), said
they were ready to lay down their arms. Chief Wah-ker Pan-a-
kare Quirker negotiated for food, guns and ammunition. Even
though the conflict was over that did not solve the underlying
issues.

www.catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org
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2.3.15 Chief Siegneroach Arrapeen (1817-Dec 4, 1860)

Chief Siegneroach Arrapeen was born in Spanish Fork and passed
at Fish Lake, Sanpete Utah. He was the son of Chief Old Uinta
Moonch and Tisham Igh (Always Pretty) and became the head
chief of the Utahs after Chief Walkara died. He was a powerful
leader and an effective story teller, with a reputation for being
daring, cruel, and excitable. Chief Siegneroach Arrapeen was the
first of the chiefs to wage war against the Latter-day Saints
(Mormons), because the grieving warrior believed the whites had
used evil spirits to murder his father, Chief Old Uinta Moonch.
His father died of smallpox caused by settlers who brought the
disease with them to Utah. A story that is told, when he got mad
at his wife, he burned her with a cast iron pan handle; she went to
the nearest settlement and the white women took care of her
injury until she recovered.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 140



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 141



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 142



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 143



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

mn'\be rses killed and, it
w said, fwﬁud Bfelztle to accomp’“‘?

anticipated hunting
Xl'“ﬂal ﬁg gixty mﬂeﬂ south .df
Manti. In the days of the great chi

stk ek of il e e | 3

—:vh—

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 144



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

2.3.16 Chief Ammon (1820-June 12, 1861)

Chief Ammon was born in Spanish Fork, Utah and passed in
Bingham Canyon, Salt Lake City, Utah. He was the son of Chief
Old Uinta Moonch and Wadze-Peadze; half-brother to Chief’s
Wah-kara, Arrapeen, Sanpitch and Tabby-To-Kwanah; he became
the head chief after Chief Arrapeen died. He was influential and
had been the personal emissary of Chief Wah-kara. He was
known to be intelligent, friendly and cheerful; always
appreciating a good story. The following news article was more
likely Ammon’s doing, he could be a jokester and would have
requested the settlers dancing for the amusement of Chief Wah-
ker.
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Deseret Weekly (Salt Lake City, Utah) Chief Walker’s Doings, Sat, Feb 6, 1897, Page 18.
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2.3.17 Chief Sanpitch (1820-April 18, 1866)

Chief Sanpitch was born in Spanish Fork, Utah and passed in
Birch Canyon near Fountain Green, Sanpete, Utah. He was the
son of Chief Old Uinta Moonch and Tisham Igh (Always Pretty)
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By the time he became the principal chief of the Sahpeech, the
majority of the Timpanogs had been extinguished by Latter-Day
Saints Church leader Brigham Young’s Extermination Order.
Those few that were alive gathered with their family clans within
the Sahpeech band of Utahs. Chief Sanpitch was known to have a
temper and did not accept the major changes and hostilities
toward his people and ancestral lands. He was known to have
considerable influence with the other sub-chiefs during the Black
Hawk war. In the Spring of 1866, as a ploy to get Black Hawk to
bargain, the Mormon leader, Brigham Young, had Chief Sanpitch
incarcerated along with other tribal chiefs in the Manti jail. A few
chiefs were able to escape, including Sanpitch, who was shot and
wounded. He was later found by a local posse near Fountain
Green where he sat alone, defenseless atop a boulder in Birch
Creek Canyon. It is said that he pleaded for his life but was killed
regardless. From oral history Chief Sanpitch was under pressure
to move his people to the Uinta Valley Reservation, Sanpitch
stated, “This is my land. I shall stay here on this land till I get
ready to go away, and then I shall go to the Snakes or somewhere
else. Chief Sanpitch did not go to the Reservation and died on his
lands.
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2.3.18 Chief Tintic (1820- April 15, 1859)

Sub-Chief Tintic was born in Sanpete, Utah and passed in Cedar Valley.
He was a sub-chief of the Cedar Valley Utahs. The Tintic War (1856)
was of short duration and was due to conflict with the Latter-day Saints
(Mormons) and the stealing of their livestock. By the fall of 1856, Chief
Tintic was poor and alone, but still threatening. He had gone to the Uinta
Valley to live with another family clan, but later returned to the Cedar
Valley. Tintic died on March 15, 1859 near Manti, Utah. Chief Arapeen
(Tintic’s brother in-law), Chief Peteetnete (Arapeen’s uncle) and Chief
Sanpitch (Tintic’s brother in-law), along with their bands gathered for his
last journey.

News The Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Wed, Apr 6, 1859 - Page 7
i

ancestry . Downloaded on Nov 17, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/286308730/
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2.3.19 Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah (1814-Nov 22. 1903)

Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah (Child of the sun) was born in Spanish
Fork, Utah and passed at the Whiterocks Indian Village on the
Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah. He was sub-chief of the Yampah
and Taos Utahs in western Colorado under Chief Antero and later
became a Head Chief over all the Utahs, leading many bands
from the Utah Valley to the Uinta Valley Reservation during the
late 1860°s. He made several trips to Washington D.C. to
negotiate for his people, he was known to want peace and
preserve his people’s way of life. He hoped that moving to the
Reservation would provide that, but the teachings past down from
him were disappointment, he never understood why the
government never fulfilled their promises, when he brought his
people to the reservation. He didn’t understand that the 1865
Spanish Fork Treaty had not been ratified and that the Utahs were
not under any stipulations.

Another story told is that Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah’s son, Tom
Tabby died in a hunting accident in 1867, near Heber City, Utah.
The Chief carried his dead son in his arms to the town hoping that
the boy could be buried there. According to a plaque at the
cemetery Joseph Stacy Murdock consented to conduct a Christian
burial service. Following the funeral Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah
said, “My son has been buried in the white man’s custom, now he
will be honored in the Indian fashion.” The Indians laid cedar
logs on the grave, led the boy’s favorite pony to the logs and
killed it, then set the grave on fire. When the blaze had died to
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embers, the saddened chief mounted his horse and with his
companions rode east to the reservation.

Tabby-To-Kwanah was not one to sit idly by and watch his
people starve when the agents failed to provide necessities. In the
spring of 1872, when provisions were inadequate and his people
were hungry and frustrated, Tabby, as a sign of protest, led them
off the reservation into Thistle Valley in Sanpete County on a
hunting trip and to hold their ritual dances. The large group of
Utahs made the settlers uneasy, but the move got the attention
Tabby wanted to make his grievances known. Dan Jones and
Dimick Huntington, who were sympathetic with the Utes,
convinced Agent Critchlow, Colonel Morrow from Camp
Douglas, and local community leaders to meet with the Indians.
Tabby explained his people’s dissatisfaction with conditions and
lack of supplies on the reservation. He said that they would “as
soon die fighting as starve.” Federal officials assured the Utahs
that supplies would be sent, and they returned to the reservation.
Luckily, for once the promised supplies did arrive. For many
years, Tabby continued as an effective leader, serving his people,
working for their rights, and maintaining peace. Chief Tabby-To-
Kwanah passed on Nov 22, 1903.
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Report from H.P. Myton 1903

FIFTY PONIES KILLED OVER
GRAVE OF CHIEF TABBY

Agent Myton Gives at Inferesting Description of the
‘Funeral of the Famous Uintah Warrior.

Mal. 1. P. Myton,'lnd!an agent at Fort Duchesne, brings from the reserva-
tion confirmation of the news of the death of Tabby, the famous old Ulntah
chief, which occurred there some days ago. Tabby was more than 100 ycars of
age, and had been blind for the past ten yearas. In the old chict's possession
were letters from Drigham Young and varlous Government officials of’ high
standing, ‘thapking him for keeplng his braves aft the warpath at varlous times
in the old days, when the bucks had thelr dander up ond were thirsting for the
white man's gore. .

Chlef Tabby's funeral was one of the most elaborate ever held on the reser-
vation, and had he been alive he would have doubtiess felt that ho was having
the time ot his life. TIlundreds of dollars' worth of expensive biankets '_':eT-c

placed tn hias grave, and Nty ponles were kiiled over Lhe spot where he waug ll'\hh
to rest, -

Chief Tabby was one of the few good Indinns, and always had a high regard
for the whites, with a natural antipathy to war and bjoodshed, and 1t was these
, chnracteristice that made him famous. ‘The white people who knew and re-

| apected the otd chlef wiij all Join In the hope that the happy hunting grounds |
will fulfll his most sanguine expectations. ‘

2.3.20 Chief Nooyoowat Noat Migo (Alec Wanzitz) (1832-Aug 27. 1902)

Chief Nooyoowat Noat Alec Wanzitz (Migo) was born in Spanish
Fork, Utah and passed at Rock Creek, Utah on the Uinta Valley
Reservation. He was the Chief of the Spanish Fork, Utahs and
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was instrumental along with Chief Ammon and Chief Wah-ker to
negotiate with the settlers for peace ending the Walker war. His
daughter Rachael Wanzitz was kidnapped by Latter-day Saints
(Mormons) at Fort Ephraim when she was about 10 years old and
made a house servant. When she would leave the house to get
water, her Mother Toopins Lucela Copperfield, would meet her
by the river to visit. Rachael never forgot her family or culture
and passed on her stories to her daughters. The Latter-Day Saints
(Mormons) married her off to a white man and he agreed to take
her back to her family on the Uinta Valley Reservation. Her many
descendants live on the reservation and continue to tell her
stories.

2.3.21 Chief No-Winch Charles Wanrodes (1840-Feb 17, 1922)

Chief No-Winch Charles Wanrodes was born in the Wasatch
Valley and passed at Hill Creek Duchesne, Utah. He was a sub-
chief of the Pi-ka-kwa-na-rats Utahs under his Father, Chief
Opecarry Feather Stick in the Head Wanrodes. After his Father’s
death he became chief of the Pi-ka-kwa-na-rats Utahs and made
several trips to Washington D.C. to negotiate for his people.
Throughout the 1870’s he continued to bring the family clans to
the reservation. John Wesley Powell visited the Uinta Valley
Reservation in 1873, where Chief No-Winch Charles Wanrodes
assisted him in writing down the Uinta-At language. He was
known to be an intelligent man, spoke well and was able to be
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diplomatic when dealing with the government. He passed on Feb
17, 1922 at Hill Creek, Utah.
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2.3.22 Chief Tahvahgunt Andrew Frank (1878-Dec 10, 1951)

Chief Tahvahgunt Andrew Frank was born in the Uinta
Mountains, Utah and passed in Salt Lake City, Utah. He was head
Chief over all the Uinta Band of Utahs and was known as a strong
leader, fair and loved his horses. Chief Tahvahgunt Andrew Frank
was a story teller and many of his stories are passed down today.
During the 1940’s and up to his passing, he kept the Uinta Band
of Utahs together, voiced his decision that we would not be
participating in the Confederated Ute of Colorado judgment funds
and tried to do the right thing for his people. He passed on Dec
10, 1951, not knowing that all he did to protect the people was in
vain.

Stories by Chief Tahvahgunt Andrew Frank:

Mountain Lion Wrestles with Bear

Mountain lion went out to hunt and left his wife at home. Soon bear came
along to the camp, and said to mountain lion’s wife, “Let’s go!” “No”, said she,
“he may kill you”. But bear said, “No, I will beat him”. Then he took her away

and they camped out.

Mountain lion came back home and found his wife gone. He looked around,
found their tracks and followed them to their camp. He hid himself, and when
his wife and Beard sat down, he began to crawl closer. His wife looked “Now”,
she said, “he’s coming, throw him down”. Then mountain lion and bear began
to wrestle. Bear threw him once, but mountain lion was only fooling him. After
a while he threw bear down on a big rock and broke his back. Then he took his
wife home. Bear was dead.
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Coyote’s Horses
Coyote made fine horses out of trees. He rode one to town and met a white

man, who said “Let’s have a horse race!” “My horse can’t run,” said coyote,
“but all right! How far shall we run?” “Oh, way down there; I can’t tell how
far,” replied the white man. Then coyote made green backs from the long
leaves of rabbit plantain, he put up a big pile of the money, and they started to
race. Coyote’s horse was behind at first. Then he came close and passed the
other horse and beat him. Coyote put the good money in his pocket, but the leaf
greenbacks he threw away. The white man went around the horse and looked at
him. “What do you want for your race horse?”” Coyote said, “I don’t want to
sell him.” “But I will give you so much money,” said the white man. “All
right,” said coyote, and he took the money. The man took the horse home and
put him in the stable, in the morning, he went to see him. He saw something
like a twig; it was only a tree standing in the stable with a halter hanging on
one end. He said, “That man fooled me! I will hunt for him.”

Coyote had changed his face. He had changed himself all over, so that the man
could not find him. The white man met him, and said, “Have you seen that
coyote?” “I haven’t seen him. I just came from way back there.”

Coyote changed himself again and went to town. He met a rabbit and made a
race horse out of him and led him to town. He made twelve sacks full of
greenbacks out of plantain leaves and put these behind his saddle. A white man
came along on a horse and looked at coyote’s horse. “How much do you want
for that horse,” asked he. “Oh, this horse can’t run,” replied coyote. “Let’s have
arace!” said the white man, “All right,” said coyote. “Let us put up our
money!” They put up their money and started to race. Coyotes horse started to
run behind, but soon caught up and won. Then the white man said, “How much
do you want for your horse; I’ll give you money.” “All right,” said coyote. The
white man took the horse and put him in the stable and visited him every hour
to brush and care for him. He could not sleep that night, but thought of the
horse all the time. He got up early in the morning and went to the stable. Then
he saw that the horse was gone, but the door was locked. “Which way did he
go!” he thought. Then he saw a little hole down in the corner. There were
rabbit tracks into the hole.
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1950 Jim Atwine (81 years old) and Andrew Frank (73 years old)
examining buffalo hides.

2.3.23 Chief Jim Atwine (Apr 13, 1892 — July 7, 1981)

Once Chief Tahvahgunt Andrew Frank passed, Jim Atwine became chief
of the Uinta Band of Utahs. Long ago, he had married a Confederated
Ute of Colorado and all of his children and their descendants became
members of the Confederated Utes of Colorado. Once the Unita Band of
Utahs were separated from the Uinta(h) Agency rolls in 1954, he chose to
stay with them, so he could continue to receive a portion of their treaty
stipulations and their 1950’s judgement funds. To this day Jim Atwine is
not spoken of, he turned his back on the Uinta Band of Utahs, our people
say Chief Tahvahgunt Andrew Frank was the last Uinta Band of Utahs
Chief.
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Jim Atwine (Circa early1900’s)

2.3.24 Oral History Summary

Our people came to the Uinta Valley Reservation (Uinta(h) & Ouray
Agency), to protect their families and to keep their word, even though
they did not have a ratified treaty with the United States Government.
Their word meant something and they didn’t understand that Congress
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must ratify all agreements made with the Indians. Generations have lived
their lives on our Reservation lands and after 1861our chiefs are buried
here. Our Elders have passed down the stories of our tribe and our people
have continued to pass them on. It is time for our people to reveal the
truth and tell the story of our people.

NOTE: The Yutas, Utahs, Uinta Band of Utahs, the Uinta Valley
Shoshone Tribe of Utah Indians and the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah are all the same people, with a familial bloodline of
ancestors born and raised in the Utah Territory. Their descendants
continue to reside on their Executive Order Reservation in the Uinta
Basin in Northeastern Utah.

PART 3: THE AFFILIATED UTE CITIZENS OF THE STATE OF
UTAH MEETS THE MANDATORY CRITERIA

The leaders and members of Uinta Valley Tribe of Utahs respectfully
submit evidence that supports our request for federal acknowledgment.
Part 3 of our petition document lists the required evidence to explain how
the Uinta Valley Shoshone meets each of the criteria in 25 CFR 83.11,
paragraphs (a) through (g).

All contact and correspondence regarding this Documented Petition
should be directed to Dora Van, the Tribe’s liaison to the Office of
Federal Acknowledgment:

Dora Van, Chairwoman

Uinta Valley Tribe of Utahs

P.O. Box 836

Fort Duchesne, UT 84026

Cell: (435)729-0706

Email: administration@uintavalleyshoshone.com
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3.1 Criterion #1: Indian Entity Identification (25 CFR 83.11(a))

In accordance with 25 CFR 83.11(a), the information provided below
contains evidence that the Uinta Valley Tribe of Utahs has been
identified as an American Indian entity on a substantially continuous
basis since 1900.

3.1.1 Identification as an Indian entity by Federal authorities (25
CFR 83.11(a)(1))

Overview:

e Since 1850, our historical tribal leaders and their bands have been
Acknowledged and their existence recorded through government
sponsored topographical expeditions, Territorial Governor Reports,
Military documents, Indian Agents reports and the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs. (See Part 2: “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe”)

e On October 3, 1861 the Uinta Valley Indian Reservation was
established by an Executive Order signed by President Abraham
Lincoln; for the Bands of Utahs. The President of the United States
and other federal entities acknowledged the Uinta Band of Utahs as
an autonomous tribe and gave them a land base for their Utahs
nation. (Exhibit 24)

e Actof May 5, 1864 (13 Sat. 63) CHAP. LXXVII — Congress
ratified the Uinta Valley Indian Reservation, creating a federal
relationship between the Bands of Utahs and the United States
government. This ratification is evidence that the intent of Congress
was to give our people title to their lands and have them be held in
federal trust. Congress also acknowledged the Bands of Utahs as a

tribe with rights, title and interest in their reservation lands.
(Exhibit 24)

e June 8, 1865 Unratified Spanish Fork Treaty, Washington D.C.
National Archives. Even though this treaty was not ratified it is
evidence that the federal government recognized the Bands of
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Utahs as a tribe and that they had rights, title and interest in their
aboriginal lands throughout the Salt Lake Valley. (Exhibit 30)

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs Reports for the Utah Territory
1849 — 1895 and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs Reports for
the State of Utah 1896 — 1920 are the official records for the United
States regarding Indian Affairs. The Bands of Utahs are
documented throughout; as the original inhabitants of the Utah
Territory and were recognized as an Indian nation; hence the

territory was named after them. (See Part 2: “Claim of Historical Indian
Tribe”)

o 1885 Uinta Agency Indian Census for the Uinta Band of Utahs on

the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah Territory. (See APPENDIX H —
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

o 1888 Uinta Agency Indian Census for the Uinta Band of Utahs on
the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah Territory. (See APPENDIX H -
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

e 1891 Uinta Agency Indian Census for the Uinta Band of Utahs on
the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah Territory. (See APPENDIX H -
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

e 1913 Uinta Agency Indian Census for the Uinta Band of Utahs on

the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah Territory. (See APPENDIX H —
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

e The Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report to the Secretary of the
Interior for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1914, page 87, Table 3

Indians under Federal supervision. (See Page 99 of this documented
petition)

e 1918 Uinta Agency Indian Census for the Uinta Band of Utahs on

the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah Territory. (See APPENDIX H —
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)
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1929 Uinta Agency Indian Census for the Uinta Band of Utahs on

the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah Territory. See APPENDIX H —
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

e The Uinta(h) Band of Utahs were the federal tribe on the Uinta
Valley Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency) and eligible to

vote for and approve the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act (IRA).
(Exhibit 2)

The Confederated Utes of Colorado were not eligible to participate
and were legislatively barred since 1880. They were not to be
included with our tribe. (Exhibit 1)

e 1944 Uinta Agency Indian Census for the Uinta Band of Utahs on

the Uinta Valley Reservation, Utah Territory. (See APPENDIX H —
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

o The Haas Report by Theodore H. Haas, Chief Counsel, United
States Indian Service (1947) page 19, Shows the Uinta(h) Band of
Utahs voted for and approved the Indian Reorganization Act (48
Stat. 984) in 1934. On page 27 the table shows our Constitution was
approved on Jan 19, 1937 by the Secretary of the Interior, under the
name “The Ute Indian Tribe” of the Uinta(h) and Ouray
reservation, Utah. On Aug 10, 1938 our Bylaws were ratified by
Congress. (Exhibit 2)

e 1950 Census Indian Reservation Schedule for the Uinta Band of

Utahs at the Uinta & Ouray Agency, Utah. (See APPENDIX H —
Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

e 1956 Constitution and Bylaws of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah, Approved April 5, 1956 by the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs (68 Stat. 870). (Exhibit 8)

The federal government acknowledged our people as Indian and set up
the Uinta Day School on the Reservation near the Whiterocks Indian
Village in the late 1870’s under Indian Agent J.J. Critchelow. By 1881 it
had become a boarding school and many of our people, as children, were
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forced to live there away from their families. These children were
mistreated, starved, had their hair cut and were dressed in non-Indian
attire. Children were taken from their homes at around 7 years old, were
not allowed to speak their language and were mandated to take on
Christian names. Many of our elders were sent to the Uinta Indian
Boarding School in Whiterocks, Utah, until it closed in 1952.

»

The Uinta Indian Boarding School administration building, the school and the
dormitory with outbuildings in the background, in 1912 (Whiterocks, Utah).
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Visit our other sites: Select language:

1910 Federal Census — Indian Population, Uinta(h) Boarding School students

National Archives and Records Administration

Utah, Uintah, White Rocks, 0244

Page 5
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1910 Federal Census — Indian Population, Uinta(h) Boarding School students

National Archives and Records Administration

Utah, Uintah, White Rocks, 0244

Page 7
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News;

Salt Lake Telegram (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Thu, Feb 10,1927 - Page 3
Downloaded on Jan 17,2025

https://www.newspapers.com/image/288667108/

i r

Measles Cause Closing
of Whiterochs School

WHITEROCIKS, Utah. Feb., 9.—
The Indian boarding school here
has been closed. There are forty
cases of “red measles” .and several
cases nof German meuasles. The place
Is under quarantine
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News ! The Roosevelt Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Dec 14, 1933 - Page 4

by Blancestry ) Downloaded on Jan 17, 2025
https://www.newspapers.com/image/288137182/
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The following records are from the Uinta(h) Indian Boarding School in
Whiterocks, Utah from 1933 to 1940, our tribal members are indicated by

a red mark by their names. These records were located at the following
website: https://local.sltrib.com/ute-boarding-schools/boarding-schools-records.html

December 31, 1933
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Whiterocks Boarding
School Student List

1935-1936
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Whiterocks Boarding School Student List December 31, 1937
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Whiterocks Boarding School Student List 1936-1937
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Whiterocks Boarding School Student List 1936-1937
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Sherman Institute Indian Boarding School Riverside, CA 1932-1933
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In 1956 the federal government reorganized our people and changed our
tribes name to the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah. There was
no explanation why we could not keep our historical name “Uinta Band
of Utahs” or why the 34 Confederated Utes and the 186 people from the
other tribes were included with us. The government officials involved
had knowledge that the Confederated Utes of Colorado had no affiliation
with our tribe. However, the federal agencies recognized our status as
Indians and issued us a second federally approved constitution, signed by
Superintendent Glenn A. Emmons. (Exhibit 8)

News Vernal Express (Vernal, Utah) - Thu, Jun 14, 1956 - Page 14
<Dlancestiy . Downloaded on Nov 26, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/304482831/

The Yutas, Utahs, Uinta Band (of Utahs), the Uinta Valley Shoshone
Tribe of Utahs and the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are all
the same people with a familial bloodline of ancestors born and raised in
the Utah Territory and later on our Executive Order Reservation in the
Uinta Basin in Northeastern Utah.
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The tribe has been identified as an Indian entity by U.S. Federal
authorities continuously before 1900s, to the present. Documents and
references cited provide the evidence that the Affiliated Ute Citizens of
the State of Utah meets this criterion.

(See the electronic files located on the portable drive that has been
provided. Part 2 “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe”, APPENDIX D
“Governing Documents” and APPENDIX H “Historical Membership
Lists and Explanations™)

3.1.2 Relationships with State governments based on identification
of the group as Indian (25 CFR 83.11(a)(2))

In 1849 the United States signed the Guadalupe Hildago Treaty with
Mexico and claimed all of the western lands in North America as
part of the United States. The Utah Territory was established on
September 9, 1850 and the first Governor was Brigham Young, his

appointment ran from February 3, 1851 to April 12, 1858. Since

1847, before he became governor, Brigham Young acknowledged

the Utahs as an Indian tribe by documenting encounters in Latter-

Day Saints church records, his personal diaries and in the local
newspaper (Deseret News began on June 15, 1850). As the Territorial
Governor, he acknowledged us is his official position through territorial
documents and correspondence to the Federal Government. A few
months after his appointment the Federal Government recognized the
need for a separate Superintendency of Indian Affairs in the newly
formed territory. In February 1851, Brigham Young was informed that
Congress was extending the Intercourse Act over Utah, and that he was
appointed ex-officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Through his
position he documented his dealing with the Utahs in his personal
papers, church records, newspaper articles, journals and reports sent to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in Washington D.C.
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Brigham Young also documented distribution of annuity goods to the
Utahs and had many interactions with the various Utah Chiefs.

Utah officially became a State on January 4, 1896 making it the 45
state. Our petition relies on territorial government records, as well as,
State government records. Utah recognizes our people and the aboriginal
lands they resided upon. Throughout the State, they have erected
monuments and markers commemorating our ancestors. These markers
and monuments identify our tribal leaders and historical events
acknowledging our continuous existence.

Utah Historical Society - Markers & Monuments (A Division of the Utah
Department of Cultural & Community Engagement)

https://history.utah.gov/markers-and-monuments/

e The First Indian Agency, called the Uinta Agency was located
near Tabiona and a stone historical marker was placed where the
agency was erected on 6/22/1950.

e Fort Duchesne where the U.S. Calvary was stationed, their
assignment was to keep the peace on the Reservation. The stone
monument was erected in 1965.

e The first trading post in Fort Duchesne was Fort Robidoux and
was located near the Whiterocks Indian Village. The stone
monument was erected in 1937.

e The route where Spanish explorers Dominquez-Escalante took
through the Uinta Basin is commemorated with a polished granite
Marker erected on July 4, 1928 Jensen, Utah and another at
Musket Shot Springs in 1976. Continuing their route west
Dominquez-Escalante traveled to Provo, Utah and a monument
was erected on September 25, 1931.

¢ A monument was erected on October 1, 1949 in Ephraim, Utah to
commemorate the Black Hawk War (1865-1872) and another
erected in Spring Lake, Utah. Chief Nunch Antonga was known
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as Black Hawk by the Latter-Day Saints (Mormons), he was the
son of Old Sanpitch (1782-After 1854) and Kwee Sanpitch (1790-
1854).

e Peace Treaty — Blackhawk War monument was erected in Heber
City, Utah in 2008.

e Battle at Fort Utah (1850) located in Provo, Utah erected on
August 30, 1937.

e Grave site of Chief Walkara — His grave was located up Dry
Canyon, the first canyon north of Corn Creek. It is presumed the
grave was robbed in 1909 by the Latter-Day Saints (Mormons)
who would rob Native American graves and sell what they found.
A monument, with a picture of him and an engraved metal plaque
upon a 5°x5’ lava rock boulder, was placed in 1973 Millard, Utah.

e Commemoration of Utah’s First Indian Battle — Battle Creek War
located in Pleasant Grove, Utah on September 13, 1935. Another
monument commemorating the battle is located in Midway, Utah.

¢ Indian Peace Treaty erected in Heber City, Utah on September 1,
1939.

e Little Diamond Battle — Battle of Diamond Fork was erected in
Spanish Fork Canyon on June 25, 2008.

e The Salt Creek Canyon Massacre — the monument was erected in
Nephi, Utah on June 4, 1936.

e Spanish Fork Indian Farms located in Spanish Fork, Utah was
erected on June 1, 1935.
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e The Walkara War (1853-1854) was commorated with a gray brick
monument in Levan, Utah in 1973. Tensin erupted into what is
known as The Walker War. In July of 1853 settlers in the area of
Springfield, Utah Valley and several Shoshone band members
committed mutual hostilities and confrontations resulted in
several deaths. By May of 1854, The Walkara War ended through
negotiations between the Latter-Day Saint (Mormon) leader,
Brigham Young and Chief Walkara.

¢ Mountain Meadows Massacre located in Washington County,
Utah on September 10, 1932. Another was erected in Washington
County on September 1, 1990.

e Gunnison Massacre occurred in Hinckley, Utah a monument was
erected in 1927.

e Reed Trading Post was established in 1828 and was located at the
junction of the Uinta and Whiterocks Rivers in the Uinta Basin,
where the Uinta-At Utahs resided. They provided the trading post
with furs in exchange for goods.

e Antoine Robidoux purchased the Fort in 1832 from William Reed
and it became known as Fort Robidoux or Fort Wintya (varied
spelling of Uinta) after the local Uinta-At Utahs, under Chief
Sowiette. The Utahs continued to provide the trading post with
furs. By 1844, the Uinta-ats had become disgruntled with
Robidoux and felt they had been cheated, they burned down the
trading post and it was never rebuilt. Today there is a marker at
the site in Whiterocks, Utah commemorating the Reed and
Robidoux Trading Post and their history among the Utahs.

e The Uinta Basin has many Fremont sites, the Utahs are
descendants from these ancient people and continued to live on
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the same homelands. There are markers at many of the locations,
some can be visited, while others are still being excavated by
anthropologist and archeologists from Brigham Young University
and the University of Utah.

We continue to receive our Utah sales and use tax exemption as an Indian
tribe through the Utah Tax Commission and Governor Norman H.
Bangerter provided a letter to the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of
Utah documenting our status.
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The Ute Distribution Corporation was created by the Affiliated Ute
Citizens of the State of Utah on Dec 9, 1958 to distribute our tribal funds
from our reservation resources. It was established by the tribe, with the
approval of the Corporations Office of the State of Utah. The State of
Utah recognized the corporation as Indian owned, that received federal
funds from our tribal assets and acknowledged us as Indians. The State
issued stock shares are very clear, this below caption is written on the
front of the stock certificate as being Indian funds from our reservation in
Utah.

This entity is still active (Entity No. 577604-0140) and its incorporation
is current through Dec 31, 2025. This evidence shows that we are a tribe,
with a federal reservation and receive federal funds. (Exhibit 10)

Title 25 — Indians §677 was repealed in 2015 and omitted in 2022 as
being special and not general. It is no longer in affect. This Public Law
was never approved by Congress, it was an administrative amendment
sponsored by the State of Utah on behalf of the Confederated Utes of
Colorado. (See APPENDIX D — “Governing Documents”)
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The Utah Attorney General’s Office of the State of Utah acknowledges
the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah in regards to any cases
involving our enrolled children. (Exhibit 41)

(See Part 2 of this petition, “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe” and
Attachment 1: Timeline from 1900 to 2025)

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah and their ancestors are
identified as an Indian entity by State authorities. Documents and
references cited provide the evidence that the Affiliated Ute Citizens of
the State of Utah meets this criterion.

3.1.3 Dealings with a county, parish, or other local government in a
relationship based on the group’s Indian identity (25 CFR
83.11(a)(3))

The Uinta, Duchesne and Grand counties recognize us as Native
Americans, we receive tax exemption from many of the businesses
registered with their Chamber of Commerce. On the Uinta Valley
Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency) we also continue to receive
our tax exemption as Native Americans.

The Ute Distribution Corporation was created by the Affiliated Ute
Citizens of the State of Utah on Dec 9, 1958 to distribute our tribal funds
from our reservation resources. It is still active and incorporated in the
State of Utah through Dec 31, 2025, its office is located at 94 North Main
Street 200 East, Roosevelt, Utah 84066 phone No. 435-722-2922. The
counties recognize the corporation as Indian owned, receiving federal
Indian income from our tribal assets and acknowledge us as Indians.
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News The Uintah Basin Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Oct 4, 1962 - Page 2
Bl

y Dlancestiy . Downloaded on Dec 5, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/681986177/

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 189



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

News The Uintah Basin Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Jul 2, 1970 - Page 8

b Hancestry . Downloaded on Dec 5, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/681994786/

ancestry

News S The Uintah Basin Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Tue, Feb 2,1999 - Page
Bl y
https://www.newspapers.com/image/725287651/ Downloaded on Dec 5, 2024
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The Uinta Band held an Indian fair and parade since 1935 at Fort
Duchesne, Utah. Duchesne County had its own celebration called Uinta
Basin in Celebration (UBIC). In 1937 the county decided to combine
their event with the Indian fair and begin holding the UBIC celebration at
Fort Duchesne, Utah. The UBIC celebration was discontinued in 1940,
the following year in 1941, the first Indians Days show was held on
September 26 in Roosevelt, Utah. This event continued every year until
1950.

News The Uintah Basin Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Fri, Sep 11, 1936 - Page
Dlancestry 1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/289884396/ Downloaded on Dec 4, 2024
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News 3 The Uintah Basin Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Fri, May 28, 1937 - Page

by <Hlancestry 1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/545537265/ Downloaded on Dec 4, 2024
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Our Uinta Band Chief, Andrew Frank was recognized by the State and
the Counties as the head leader of the Uinta Band of Utahs.

News ’ The Roosevelt Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Apr 20, 1950 - Page 8

by Hancestry ) Downloaded on Dec 4, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/288223374/
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News 'S The Roosevelt Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Oct 15, 1953 - Page 4
b <Hancestry . Downloaded on Dec 4, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/288227729/

The Uintah Basin Indian Mission was established on October 25, 1949
and was sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
James E. Bacon, of Roosevelt was President. The mission provided
services, officiated at weddings, funerals, blessings and baptisms for the
Uinta Band of Utahs. The church leadership locally and in Salt Lake
City, Utah identified our people as Indians.
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Newspapecg The Roosevelt Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Jun 19,1952 - Page 1

by Hlancestry’ ) Downloaded on Dec 5, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/288226240/
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3.1.4 Identification as an Indian entity by anthropologists, historians,
and/or other scholars (25 CFR 83.11(a)(4))

The Utah Historical Society archives contain journals and documents
identifying our ancestors as Indians. Our current membership directly ties
their lineage back to the historical Utahs that roamed throughout the Utah
Territory. The University of Utah, Brigham Young University, National
Park Service and others have completed extensive historical,
anthropological and archeological studies throughout the Utahs
indigenous lands. All entities have extensive labs, research and collections
of artifacts left behind by our ancestors. A select list of anthropologists,
historians and scholars documenting our ancestors is provided below.

Gunnerson, James H. “An Archeological Survey of the Fremont Area,”
(1957). University of Utah Anthropological Papers No. 28, 165 pages. Salt Lake City,
Utah.

Sisson, Edward B. “Survey and Evaluation of Archeological and Historical Resources
Central Utah Project, 1977, Chapter [V-History of the Uinta Basin, pages 39-54;
Chapter V-Previous Archeological Research in the Uinta Basin, pages 55-64; Chapter
VIII-Artifacts, pages 149-158; Chapter IX-Rock Art, pages 159-198; Chapter XI-
Contributions to the Pre-History of the Uinta Basin, pages 209-214.

BYU Library Digital Collections:
https://cdm15999.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/Western WatersProject/id/7923

Truesdale, James A. and National Park Service, "Archeological Investigations at Two
Sites in Dinosaur National Monument: 42UN1724 and SMF2645" (1993). All U.S.
Government Documents (Utah Regional Depository). Paper 547.
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/govdocs/547

Ambler, J. R., “Caldwell Village” (1966). University of Utah Anthropological Papers,
No. 84. Salt Lake City, Utah.

Beckwith, Frank, “Some Interesting Pictographs in Nine Mile Canyon, Utah.” (1931) El
Palacio, Vol. 31, No. 4, pages 216-222. Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Beckwith, Frank, “Serpent Petroglyph in Nine Mile Canyon.” (1932) El
Palacio, Vol. 33, No. 15-16, pages 147-149. Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Beckwith, Frank, “Ancient Indian Petroglyphs of Utah.” (1935) El
Palacio, Vol. 38, No. 6, 7, 8, pages 33-40. Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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Day, K. C., “Thorne Cave, Northeastern Utah: Archaeology.” American Antiquity, Vol.
30, No. 1, pages 50-59. Salt Lake City, Utah.

Day, K. C., “Archaeological survey of the Uinta Basin, Northeastern Utah.”
(1965) Special Report prepared in connection with NSF Grant GS-652
(Mimeographed). Department of Anthropology, University of Utah, Salt
Lake City, Utah.

Morgan, D. L., “The Administration of Indian Affairs in Utah 1851-1868.” (1948)
Pacific Historical Review, Vol. 17, No. 4.

Reagan, A. B., “Archaeological Finds in the Uinta Basin.” (1931) Reports,
Archaeological Field Work in North America During 1931(c). Committee on State
Archaeological Surveys, page 41. Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Reagan, A.B., “Anciently Inhabited Caves of the Vernal, Utah District with Some
Additional Notes on Nine Mile Canyon, Northeast Utah.” (1933) (a) Transactions,
Kansas Academy of Science, Vol. 34, No. 3, page 505. Washington.

Fremont, John C., “The Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains”
(1845) Reprinted in 1988 by the Smithsonian Institute, pages 124-127,
271-275.

Hittman, Michael, “The Great Basin Indians, An Encyclopedic History.” (2013)
University of Nevada Press, pages 124, 162-163, 333-334. Reno, Nevada.

Powell, John Wesley, “Anthropology of the Numa: John Wesley Powell’s Manuscripts
on the Numic Peoples of Western North America, 1868-1880.” (1971) United States
Government Printing Office, pages 7, 10-11, 12, 22, 27-28, 100-101, 103-104, 110-112,
116, 178. Washington D.C.

Hodge, Frederick W., “Handbook of American Indians, North of Mexico — Volume 2)”
(1959) Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 30. Page 863.
Washington D.C.

(See Part 2, “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe” and Attachment 1
“Timeline from 1900 to 2025.”)

Part 2 of this petition and the reference documents cited provide the
evidence that the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this
criterion.
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3.1.5 Identification as an Indian entity in newspapers and books (25
CFR 83.11(a)(5))

This information is documented in newspaper articles and books
cited in this petition. Other newspaper articles that document the
existence of the tribe is available in the reference documents.

(See Part 2 “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe” and Attachment 1,
“Timeline from 1900 to 2025.”)

Part 2 of this petition and the reference documents cited provide the
evidence that the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this
criterion.

3.1.6 Identification as an Indian entity in relationships with Indian
tribes or with national, regional, or state Indian organizations (25
CFR 83.11(a)(6))

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are located in a remote
portion of the State, however with modern communication methods we
are able to connect with other Indian entities more easily. Our leadership
comes from a varied background and each has unique experiences. Vice-
Chairwoman, Tressa Jordan, while on active duty, participated in the
Native American honor guard presenting the United States flag at Native
American functions throughout the State. After being discharged, she
participated in the Native American Veterans Honor Guard for Pow
Wow’s at the Urban Indian Center in Salt Lake City Utah. While employed
with the Veterans Administration, she participated in the Veterans Honor
Guard, assisted Native American Veterans with applying for benefits and
was a supporter of Native American alternative healing within the Salt
Lake City, Utah Veterans Administration Medical Center.

Dora Van, Chairwoman established the Native Civil Rights Project
(NCRP), to assist our people and other natives, in similar situations, gain
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access to attorneys, research specialists and how to locate documents in
the National Archives, Law libraries and State Archives.

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah hosted the National
Congress of American Indians 13" annual convention in Salt Lake City,
Utah on September 24-28, 1956.

Thu, Sep 20, 1956. Page 4
4441956 1956.P 4
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The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah (aka Uinta Valley
Shoshone Tribe of Utah Indians) has continued to be members of the
National Congress of American Indians. Participating in break-out
sessions, Regional Caucuses and net working with other tribes. Our tribes
Vice-Chairwoman, Tressa Jordan takes pride in being a veteran and
participates in honoring the United States flag at every NCAI opening

ceremonies she attends.

2023 NCAI Conference

We have always had gatherings as a tribe before 1956 and have continued
this tradition. We have our annual gathering on the reservation in June
either in a conference center or at the base of our Uinta Mountains. This
year the gathering will be for several days, so we can socialize,
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participate in traditional activities and hold a general meeting to update
the membership on tribal business.

During the spring and fall tribal members gather in the community to
help the elderly with yard clean up, house cleaning or maintenance that
may need to be done.

We have protested as a tribe against the State illegally selling gas and oil
leases on our reservation lands. Providing documents and legal views to
the Federal Bureau of Land Management.

Our people identify as Native Americans with other tribes, Native
organizations, Indian education programs at their Universities and with
their places of employment.

Part 2 of this petition and the reference documents cited provide the
evidence that the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this
criterion.

3.1.7 Identification as an Indian entity by the petitioner itself (25
CFR 83.11(a)(7))

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah consists of the collective
Utah bands who moved from the Salt Lake and Utah Valley’s and settled
on the Uinta Valley Reservation, becoming the Uinta Band of Utahs.
Where they maintained an autonomous tribal leadership, self-identity,
heritage and distinction as a tribe.

Our members identify as Native American on census records, birth
certificates, college applications and military enlistments. They gather as
a tribe, learn from our elders and keep our cultural practices alive.

Our ancestors have traditionally married back into the tribe, keeping our
ancient bloodlines strong. By the 1930’s, with the Indian relocation
programs and CC Work Camps, many Indians from around the country
came to the Uinta Valley Reservation for work. This arrangement had
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some of our people marry into other tribes. Another factor that affected
the Uinta Basin, was the Church of Latter-Day Saints put out an edict to
their membership that they needed to marry as many Indian men and
women as possible, in order to take claim to our reservation lands; some
of our membership had begun to marry non-Indians. Today Our
enrollment requirements are as follows:

e An enrollee must be one of the original 270 Uinta Band of Utahs
listed on the 1956 Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah
rolls or be a direct descendant.

e Be listed on the 1944 Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency Indian Census, as
an Uinta Band member or be a direct descendant. This does not
include those listed with the Confederated Utes of Colorado.

e Tribal affiliation and participation in our community.

An enrollee must meet these requirements to become enrolled. We hope
our practices will return our people to a traditional path of marrying back
into the tribe or into another Utahs band that shares the same blood lines
(example: Paiutes and Goshutes).

(See APPENDIX D “Governing Documents™)

Our existence has not always been an easy path and our people have had
to overcome many obstacles. A major opponent is the Confederated Utes
of Colorado, they have attempted to undermine our management and
authority since 1881, when they were placed on our reservation lands
without our people’s approval. This animosity continued and in 1954, the
Confederated Utes of Colorado and the State of Utah convinced the
Bureau of Indian Affairs that we needed to go and allow the
Confederated Utes to appear as the federal tribe.

In 1977 the American Indian Policy Review Commission, final Report.
Submitted to Congress on May 17, 1977, Volumes 1 and 2. Was a
compilation of information involving Indian tribes, programs and policies
under the government throughout Indian country. Senator James
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Abourezk, South Dakota was Chairman of the Commission, their
recommendation was that “mix bloods” be returned to a recognized
federal status. The Confederated Utes of Colorado, became aware of the
recommendations to Congress and adamantly protested through letters to
Senator Abourezk. The “mix bloods” were not Confederated Utes and
had been reorganized with a federally approved Constitution in 1956.
There is no Congressional legislation specifically listing the Uinta Band
of Utahs or the Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utahs as terminated. The State
of Utah and the Confederated Utes concocted Public Law 677 using the
term “mix bloods”, without ever clarifying who they were, what tribe did
they belong to and who were the owners of the Uinta Valley Reservation.
Through our efforts to have the Public Law reviewed for civil rights
violations, fraud, illegal takings of federal services, reservations lands
and assets; we were successful and Public Law 677 was repealed in 2015
and omitted as being special and not general in 2022. Over all it was
unconstitutional and the irreparable damage that was done to our tribe

was permitted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. (Exhibit 12) (Exhibit 42)
(Exhibit 43)

This level of discrimination is difficult to accept, but it is the truth.

Now the Confederated Utes of Colorado are being scrutinized in the
Federal Courts, they have not been able to prove title to our reservation
and they are being required to comply with their 1880 Agreement; which
was the intent of Congress. (Exhibit 1)

Our work will continue, as we seek to regain all of our property, assets
and reestablish our Federal Acknowledgment status. Eventually the
Confederated Utes of Colorado will return to the dust.

(See Part 2 “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe” and Attachment 1,
“Timeline from 1900 to 2025.”)

Part 2 of this petition and the reference documents cited provide the
evidence that the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this
criterion.
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3.2 CRITERION #2: DISTINCT COMMUNITY (25 CFR 83.11(B))

In accordance with 25 CFR 83.11(b), the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah comprises a distinct community and can demonstrate that it
has existed as a community from 1900 until the present. Part 2, “Claim of
Historical Indian Tribe” of this petition document describes the history of
the Uinta Valley Shoshone people and their strong family connections.

(See Part 2 “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe” and Attachment 1,
“Timeline from 1900 to 2025.”)

Part 2 of this documented petition and Attachment 1, Timeline from 1900
to 2025, provides the evidence that the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah meets this criterion.

Today through the use of social media the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah has reliable communication connections with our members
and provides information and our history on our website:
www.uintavalleyshoshone.com

and also on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/share/zYx7vDUhvpwLs11g/?mibextid=LQQ
J4d

3.2.1 Distinct Community Evidence (25 CFR 83.11(b)(1))

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah is a distinct community
from historical to the present. We have an Executive Order Reservation
specifically designated for the Utah Bands. We have the 1865 Spanish
Fork Treaty, even though it was not ratified, it is evidence that the federal
government acknowledged us as bands of Utahs. Our ancestors are
documented in newspaper clippings, war department documents and in
Indian agent reports, before and after the reservation was established.
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Our membership list shows that more than half of our membership
population lives on the Uinta Valley Reservation (Uinta(h) & Ouray
Agency) or on our aboriginal lands in Utah.

Our membership list and genealogy are provided with this petition to
document our family ties and their descendancy from the historic tribe of
Utahs.

(SEE APPENDIX B “Membership Lists and Explanations and APPENDIX E
“Supporting Documents”)

Attachment 1, “Timeline from 1900 to 2025,” of this narrative

provides a timeline in 10-year segments that describes the Affiliated Ute
Citizens of the State of Utah history. We are a family, all members are
related to each other, family ancestral charts and documents are being
submitted to provide evidence of these blood links.

(SEE APPENDIX C “Membership Files.” and Attachment 1, “Timeline from
1900 to 2025”)

Our ancestors, leadership and members have participated In Indian
projects on our reservation, from farming, hauling, construction, brick
laying, rock work and logging throughout its existence. There were many
CC Camp projects on our reservation during the 1930’s, there were 72
camps set up for forest conservation (Roosevelt reforestation program)
under the supervision of the Indian Service of the Interior Department
alone.

Margaret Murray Van worked in the CC Camp kitchen, as the main cook
for the camp at the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency. Maggie was well known
for her cooking, especially her breads and pastries. When wild berries
were in season, she would add them to her frybread dough and make
dumplings for her soups and stews. Her grandson, Toopooh Alphonso
Van also worked in the kitchens as a cook and his pies were always
sought after. Later he began working as a laborer in the camp with the
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other men. Our people have always worked together as a community as
documented in the Commissioner of Indian Affairs Reports.

Margaret Murray Alfonso Van
Van

We hold seasonal gatherings in the spring, summer and fall so

family clans can come together for several days, we socialize, cook,
dance and sing. Teaching our younger generations our culture, keeping
traditions alive and having the elders and others pass on our stories.
These gatherings are held, on familial lands on the Reservation and at
sacred sites. Our last gathering was in September 2024, before

winter set in. We taught our younger members how to set up a

teepee, told the story of its creation and its importance to our

people.
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Many of our people served in the United States Military, we encourage
our young men to follow their warrior path. The training and discipline
they receive instills a sense of dedication to protect our nation. This
responsibility reinforces their duty to our tribe and produces future
leaders.

James Jordan, Sr James Jordan, Jr
U.S. Army U.S. Army

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Tressa Jordan
U.S. Air Force

With the changing times we also encourage our young women to join the
military. We see it as an opportunity for an education and gaining job
skills that will benefit them and our tribe in the future. We are
progressive and want our young women to be in leadership rolls and set
an example for other girls in the community.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 207



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

We are gatherers and collect edibles and medicinal plants and promote a
holistic healing when appropriate. We come together as families to
celebrate life and death, enjoining the new life into the tribe and releasing
the passing.

Our people are spiritual and have strong beliefs. Ceremonies are part of
our culture; we respect those practices and pass them onto our children.
We have family sweats to cleanse our mind and bodies, we sing the songs
of healing and pray for strength and guidance for all of our people.

The sunrise ceremony is a time of reflection, praying to the east, giving
thanks to our grandfather for another day. Our gatherings are sacred, we
honor our ancestors and ask for their guidance and wisdom. We teach our
young people the story of smudging white sage and where to gather it in
our Uinta Mountains.

Our men have experienced the sun dance. Making personal sacrifices on
behalf of the community, some seeking their spiritual purpose and others
for healing. This is a community event, however only the male dancers
can enter the circle. The ceremony lasts three to four days, while the men
fast and take in the scent from sage bundles. When the time has passed,
the families gather for a big feast.

We have many other rituals and practices among our people, these
examples are a few practices we wish to share to meet OFA
requirements.

3.2.2 Cultural Patterns, Land, and Political Influence

What is known as the Utah Territory has been the home of the Utahs
since the 1100’s. The family bands of Utahs that roamed throughout the
area were given an Executive Order Reservation on Oct 3, 1861 and it
was ratified by Congress on May 5, 1864. Once the bands moved to the
reservation, they combined, becoming the Uinta Band of Utahs. In 1937
the Secretary of the Interior approved our federal constitution and our
charter was ratified in 1938 as the “Ute Indian Tribe of the Uinta(h) and
Ouray Reservation, Utah”. In 1956 the Bureau of Indian Affairs
reorganized our people, changing our name to the Affiliated Ute Citizens
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of the State of Utah, with a second federally approved constitution.
Through the many changes our tribe has existed for more than 50 years.

Our cultural patterns differ significantly from non-Indian people, our
customs, beliefs and ceremonies are not in line with their modern
thinking. We have close ties to the earth and see ourselves as a part of its
life cycle. Our ancestors did not mention the deceased by name and
would burn their lodging and possessions once they passed, not wanting
the spirit to return. Even up to the 1950’s, the elders at the time, would
not talk about a person’s death, but would tell stories of their life.

Our medicine men provide blessings and ask for healing, they follow a
strict practice and have the respect of the people. They are called upon in
all aspects of the community from weddings, funerals, spirituality to
preparing the mind and body for the next journey. We also have medicine
women, who treat issues of child bearing, women and children’s
illness’s, blessings, a baby’s first ceremony and provide herbal remedies.
Our continued use of herbal remedies goes back centuries. As gatherers
we frequently harvest edibles like chokecherry’s, elderberries, wild
onion, wild garlic, asparagus, tubers and mushrooms. The medicinal
plants we gather are wild dandelions found high in the Uinta Mountains,
seep them into a tea to cleanse the liver and kidneys. We collect bear root
for colds, pneumonia or the flu, take a small piece and seep it into a tea.
This herb would not be used for someone who is pregnant. We also
collect mint, sage, rabbit grass, honey, marshmallow, comfrey and wild
ginseng found in the western side of the Uinta Mountains.

Many of our members enjoy making buckskin dresses, moccasins,
leggings, baskets, drums and jewelry. We use these items in our
ceremonies, sell them at pow wow’s or give as gifts or giveaways.
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sweet grass and birch baskets Dora Van’s painting
made by Tressa Jordan

Buckskin dress made for Children’s buckskin dresses with beadwork made by Dora Van.
a traditional wedding

At least 50 percent of our members maintain distinct cultural patterns,
including language, kinship, religious and ceremonial beliefs. We
continue observing our traditional clan system of familial relationships
and organized private ceremonies for our people. These ceremonies
include but are not limited to conducting marriages, planning funerals
and memorials and celebrating the birth of a child. Over 50 percent of our
members publicly demonstrate their Indian cultural patterns in their
public employment spheres, including their self-disclosed identity as
members of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah They wear
clothing, make jewelry, and gather our traditional plants and herbs.
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Wedding Funeral service

Pow Wow Ceremonial
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News ' The Duchesne Courier (Duchesne, Utah) - Fri, Jul 23, 1926 - Page 1

iy ancestry ) Downloaded on Jan 17,2025
https://www.newspapers.com/image/286265946/
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News Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Fri, Jul 31, 1931 - Page 20

iy lancesty . Downloaded on Dec 27, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/594799777/
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Our unique leadership throughout our history is distinct, our bands had
chiefs and many subchiefs, with an overall head chief. These leaders
were family and when chiefs changed due to death, the next in line, could
come from brothers or sons.

Today through the use of social media, our website, emails, zoom calls
and in person the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah has reliable
communications with our members. On our website we provide
community information, up-coming activities and our history for our
people.

www.uintavalleyshosone.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/me/

See Part 2, “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe” and Section 2.3 “Oral
History and Leadership”

The reference documents cited provide the evidence that the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this criterion.

3.3 CRITERION #3: POLITICAL INFLUENCE OR AUTHORITY
(25 CFR 83.11(C))

3.3.1 Political Influence

There has been no break in the Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs
leadership since before 1800, and definitely no break in leadership since
1900. The chief and sub-chiefs were chosen by the family clans. History
of the chiefs were recorded through documents, newspaper clippings and
oral history passed down from the elders.

(See Section 2.3, “Oral History and Leadership.”)

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 215



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Today, council meetings are held monthly to discuss tribal issues within
the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah. Issues that arise from our
membership are resolved during these meetings or as they are presented at
the tribal office. Members respect the decisions made by their council
leaders and the heads of the clans decimate information to their families.
Members that need guidance or information will seek out the leadership at
the tribal office. Our council leaders represent the Affiliated Ute Citizens
of the State of Utah locally, within the State and to other external entities
outside the State. Our chairwoman is respected as the head of our
governing authority.

Chief Tahvahgunt Andrew Frank (1878 — Dec 10, 1951) was the head
Chief of the Uinta Band of Utahs, when he passed in 1951 Jim Atwine
(April 13, 1892 — July 7, 1981) took his place.

Chief Atwine was in place until 1956, when the Bureau of Indian Affairs
reorganized the Uinta Band of Utahs and changed their name to the
Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah, with a second federally
approved constitution, signed by Glenn A. Emmons, Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.

Those Uinta’s you were not listed on the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah rolls were part of the Confederated Utes of Colorado. The
choices that they made enabled them to receive a portion of the
Confederated Ute treaty stipulation money and funds from their Indian
Court of Claims case in the 1950’s. Those individuals ended their tribal
affiliation with the Uinta Band of Utahs, more than 12 generations ago,
and have no rights, title or interest in the Uinta Valley Reservation or its
resources. The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah and their
descendants are the owners of the Uinta Valley Reservation and its (aka
Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency).

In June 1956 the Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians held elections.
The new board was sworn into office by Superintendent, John O. Crow.
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The new tribal leaders were, Lula Murdock, President and Preston Allen,
Vice-President. The board consisted of the President, Vice-President,
Secretary/Treasurer and several Directors. In our documented petition we
have listed only the elected President and Vice-President.

News; S Vernal Express (Vernal, Utah) - Thu, Jun 14,1956 - Page 14
y lancestry ) Downloaded on Nov 26, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/304482831/
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Newspapeg The Roosevelt Standard (Roosevelt, Utah) - Thu, Jun 21, 1956 - Page 4

b Hlancestry ) Downloaded on Dec 5, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/288230271/
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Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah tribal leadership from
1956 to the present:

1956-1957:

1957-1958:

1958-1960

1960-1962:

1962-1964:

1964-1966:

1966-1970:

1970-1972:

1972-1976:

1976-1980:

1980-1986:

1986-1994:

Lula Murdock, President
Preston Allen, Vice-President

Preston Allen, President
Albert Harris, Vice-President

Elmer Hackford, President
Lula Murdock, Vice-President

Preston Allen, President
Joseph Workman, Vice-President

Elizabeth Baumgarner, President
Elmer Hackford, Vice-President

Elmer Hackford, President
Joseph Workman, Vice-President

Richard Curry, President
Juanita Workman, Vice-President

Preston Allen, President
Ezelda Hendricks, Vice-President

Cal Hackford, President
Richard Curry, Vice-President

Cal Hackford, President
Oranna Felter, Vice-President

Cal Hackford, President
Colleen Gardner, Vice-President

Cal Hackford, President
Glenn Mac Murdock, Vice-President
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1994-1996: Dora Van, President
Jim Sutteer, Vice-President

1996-2000 Dora Van, President
Margaret Reed, Vice-President

2000 -2004 Dora Van, President
Tressa Jordan, Vice-President

2004-2006 Dora Van, President
Sonny Van, Vice-President

2006-2010: Dora Van, President
Arlene Gardner, Vice-President

2010-2020: Dora Van, President
Tressa Jordan, Vice-President

Elections have been held throughout the years and since 2010 the
membership has voted to keep the same president and vice-president in
place.

Elections were held in June 2020 and the membership voted in the new
Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians board.

2020 to present: Mike Lebaron, President
Benito Van, Vice-President

In 2012 the Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians determined they
needed an executive board to oversee their budgets, legal and the
pursuit of Federal Acknowledgement. The name chosen was the Uinta
Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs, the membership voted and approved
the name in June of 2012. The President and Vice-President of the
Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah were on both boards in the
beginning. The two boards have since then acquired a separate
leadership, but continue to work together to accomplish the tribe’s
objectives. The Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs Executive Board
handles all business aspects and the Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah I

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 220



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

Indians handles all services related to the membership. We are the
original and descendants of the Uinta Band of Utahs.

2012 - to present Dora Van, President
2012- to present Tressa Jordan, Vice -President

Elections have been held for both boards, with the exception during
COVID, we suspended them keeping the leadership in place. Elections
will be held in June 2025 at our annual meeting.

Chairwoman, Dora Van has been re-elected by the people many times.
Her leadership has been strong and steady for over 30 years, she is an
elder and an original Uinta Band of Utahs member. Many seek her
guidance and wisdom, she has passed down the stories that were told to
her as a child, and continues to teach the younger generations.

Some of our ancestors started out as interpreters, Richard Komas was a
member of the Uinta-At Band of Utahs and grew up in the Uinta Basin.
He was an interpreter for Major Wesley Powell when he travelled
through the area in 1874. Major Powell was so impressed with him, he
sent him back east to be educated at Lincoln College in Pennsylvania
and later hired him as a clerk in his Washington D.C. office.

Richard Komas 1872 (www.collections.lib.utah.edu)
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Boco White was a member of the Uinta Band of Utahs and became an
actor. He provided input and translations for Edwin Milton Royle’s
comedy drama “Squaw Man”. The play was performed in the United
States and Australia, newspapers stated “The lines of Tabywana, chief of
the Utes, a part played by Theodore Roberts, are spoken in the Ute tongue,
and then translated into English by Boco White, Roberts has been working
for several weeks ago with Boco White, learning to speak his Ute lines.”

Boco White 1905 (www.collections.lib.utah.edu)

News The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Queensland, Australia) - Sat, Mar 30, 1907
<Blancestry Page 2
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1014570725/ Downloaded on Feb 2 2024
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News : The Cincinnati Post (Cincinnati, Ohio) - Wed, Sep 27,1905 - Page 5

by Hlancestry ) Downloaded on Feb 2, 2025
https://www.newspapers.com/image/761124671/
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Others achieved positions in the United Sates Government.

News The Salt Lake Tribune (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Sun, Jan 11,1959 - Page
Plancestry 5

image/598! Downloaded on Jan 17,2025

Our leadership made a huge impact for the rights of all natives in Utah.
Women in Utah were the first to vote in the nation, but the state has an
unfortunate track record with Native American voting rights. A Utah
law, passed shortly after statehood, prohibited Native Americans who
resided on a reservation from voting. The law remained in place until
1957. Preston Allen, Vice-President of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the
State of Utah, living on the Uinta Valley Reservation (Uinta(h) & Ouray
Agency) challenged the Utah law as violating the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Amendments of the U.S. Constitution. The Utah Supreme Court
ruled against Allen, distinguishing Native Americans living on
reservations from other citizens. The case was appealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court; however, before the Court could act, the Utah
Legislature removed the prohibitory language from the state code in
1957. Preston Allen’s perseverance enabled all Native Americans in the
State of Utah the right to vote.
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News ; The Salt Lake Tribune (Salt Lake City, Utah) - Tue, Nov 6, 1956 - Page 19

by Blancestry i Downloaded on Nov 22, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/598378363/
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News ‘ The Herald-Journal (Logan, Utah) - Sun, Dec 16, 1956 - Page 8

iy Plancestiy ) Downloaded on Dec 5, 2024
https://www.newspapers.com/image/637176576/
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News S The Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, Utah) - Sun, Jul 28, 1957 - Page
ly Hlancestry 9
https://www.newspapers.com/image/599281374/ Downloaded on Dec 5, 2024
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Since 1897 the State of Utah has attempted to take our Uinta Valley
Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency) lands. Per the Bureau of
Indian Affairs our reservation is still intact and the lands have never
been taken out of trust. The State of Utah has been issuing State
warranty deeds to non-Indians for at least 80 years on Indian Trust
Lands. The State Enabling Act has barred them from encroaching on our
reservation forever. In an attempt to stop them, The Affiliated Ute
Citizens of the State of Utah (aka Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utah
Indians) has filed complaints with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs and federal entities over the years. In 2012
our leadership decided that a legal action needed to be taken to stop all
of the illegal counties that are on or within the boundaries of the Uinta
Valley Reservation (Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency) from recording the illegal
State Warranty Deeds. The Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utah Indians
filed a lien for the Uinta Valley Reservation lands, in order to stop the
State, Counties and non-Indians from buying/selling them.

We have included the legal opinion published by USFN, a non-profit
501(c)6 trade association founded over 30 years ago to represent
America’s Mortgage Banking Attorney’s. The lien is still active and the
State, Counties, Realtors and Title Companies do not disclose the lien
during closings.
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USFN

9001 Airport Fwy, Ste 740

North Richland Hills, TX 76180

Phone: (817) 770-0818 Website: www.usfn.org

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 230



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

3.3.2 Authority

We hold elections to determine our governing leadership, these people
have earned the respect and trust of our community. These tribal leaders
are sought as advisors, but continue our traditional ways of reaching out
to our elders for guidance. The bands of the Utahs were the original
people that resided on the lands before and after the Utah Territory was
established. They were family clans that gathered and intermarried.

In 18610ur reservation was created by an Executive Order, signed by
President Abraham Lincoln, for the bands of Utahs. The family clans that
moved to the Uinta Valley Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency),
consolidated as the Uinta Band of Utahs. Our people continue to reside
on our reservation, were recognized as the federal tribe and had title to
our lands that were held in trust by the United States Government.

The Uinta Band of Utahs subsequently adopted the IRA in 1934. The
Haas Report (Ten Years of Tribal Government Under IRA by Theodore H. Haas,
Chief Counsel, United States Indian Service 1947), identifies the Indian Tribes,
Bands and Communities (under federal authority in 1934) that voted to
accept the terms of the Indian Reorganization Act. The Uinta Band of
Utahs was the federal tribe on the Uinta Valley Reservation and
voted/approved the IRA.

In 1956 the Bureau of Indian Affairs separated the Uinta Band of Utahs
from the disbanded Confederated Utes of Colorado and reorganized them
under the Indian Reorganization Act. Changing their name to the
Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah issuing a second federally
approved constitution, signed by Glenn L Emmons, Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.

We have the full support of our membership to seek reaffirmation of our
federal status as Indians. Many of our members have widespread
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knowledge, communication and involvement in the steps we have taken
over the years to have the Bureau of Indian Affairs investigate our
circumstances. Our people volunteer to help in research projects, they
come together to collect genealogy and tribal linage data and they reach
out to other members to keep them informed on tribal issues and the
latest updates. Our governing body has monthly meetings to discuss
tribal business and issues, meets with the membership as needed and
holds an annual meeting yearly (in person and through Zoom), to provide
the latest tribal news. We also utilize, social media, phone calls, sending
emails, newsletters and our website to communicate with our people.

Today, council meetings are held to discuss tribal issues and are resolved
during the meetings or within the tribal office. The Affiliated Ute
Citizens of the State of Utah members respect the decisions made by their
council leaders. Head members of the clans that need information or a
decision made will seek out the leadership for input or assistance. The
council represents the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah to
external entities and is respected as the governing authority.

There has been no break in the Uinta bands leadership since before the
1800’s. Our people are family and the leadership has always been chosen
by the people. Our history is about our family, their struggles, the
leader’s ability to keep them alive and how they governed. Our people
have resilience and or leadership has maintained their authority
throughout.

See Part 2 “Claim of a Historical Indian Tribe” and Section 2.3,
“Oral History and Leadership.”

The reference documents cited provide the evidence that the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this criterion.

Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah pg. 232



Petition for Federal Acknowledgment February 2025

3.4 CRITERION #4: GOVERNING DOCUMENT (25 CFR 83.11(2)(D))

In 1934, we voted for the Indian Reorganization Act and received our
constitution in 1937 from the Secretary of the Interior as the “Ute Indian
Tribe of the Uinta(h) and Ouray Reservation, Utah); our charter was
ratified in 1938. Due to an administrative error the Confederated Utes of
Colorado were included as part of our tribe, even though they were
legislatively barred. (Exhibit 3)

In 1956 we received a second Constitution under the Affiliated Ute
Citizens of Utah Indians, approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
signed by Superintendent Emmons. (Exhibit 8)

The Constitution the government provided was basic and in order to keep
up with current times we have expanded its content over the years. Our
supplemented document is listed as the Supplemental Constitution and
Bylaws of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah of the Uinta
Valley Indian Reservation, Utah (aka Uinta(h )& Ouray Agency). We
have provided a portable drive containing our governing documents and
the membership criteria.

(See APPENDIX D “Governing Documents APPENDIX B “Current
Membership List and Explanation)

The reference documents cited provide the evidence that the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this criterion.

3.5 CRITERION #5: DESCENT (25 CFR 83.11(E))

The petitioner presents its current membership roll of 1,320 members.
The membership list includes the members name, maiden name if
applicable, date of birth and physical address. The membership files
include the members application, birth certificate if living and their
genealogy.
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All documents have all been digitized and are located on the portable
drive that has been provided.

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are listed or descend
from 270 individuals who were included on the Bureau of Indian Affairs
roll in 1956; that had Uinta band of Utah blood or from the 1944 Uinta(h)
& Ouray Agency Census; with Uinta Band of Utah blood.

The Uinta Valley Reservation was established for the bands of Utahs,
that resided in the Uinta Basin, the Salt Lake and Utah Valley’s; they
were the Uinta-Ats, Sahpeech, Cum-um-bahs, Yampapa, Pah-Utahs,
Shib-e-ritches, Elk Mountain Utahs, Seuv-a-rits, Ko-sun-ats, Taos Utahs,
Pahvants, Timpanogs, Pi-ka-kwa-na-rats, Tum-pan-u-wach, Shivwits and
the Spanish Fork Utahs. Once these bands of Utahs came to the
reservation they collectively became known as the Uinta Band of Utahs.

Our ancestors were also signers on the unratified June 8, 1865 Spanish
Fork Treaty (Exhibit 30). This treaty was sanctioned by the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs to have our people cede their aboriginal lands in the Salt
Lake and Utah Valley’s and a portion of the Uinta Basin; it was never
ratified.

Indian Agents and other federal officials reported prior lists and rolls of
our ancestors and leadership dating back to 1885, when the Uinta Indian
Agency began recording individual Indians by name. Since than our
ancestors have been recorded on every Indian Census for the Uinta Indian
Agency up to the 1950’s. Then in 1954, 490 people were separated from
the agency rolls, and would not be participating in any monies from the
Confederated Utes of Colorado judgment funds awarded in their 1950’s
Court of Federal Claims case. The 490 were not one tribe, 34 individuals
were members of the Confederated Utes of Colorado, eventually they
returned back to their roll, 186 individuals were from other tribes
(Mission, Navajo, Winnebago, Cherokee, Bannock and others) and did
not have any Uinta Band of Utah bloodlines.
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Many of those individuals returned back to their respective tribes. The
remaining 270 individuals were descendants from the original Uinta
Band of Utahs and owners of the reservation.

The reference documents cited provide the evidence that the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this criterion.

(See APPENDIX B “Current Membership List and Explanations,
APPENDIX C “Membership Files” and APPENDIX H “Historical
Membership Lists and Explanations”, the GEDCOM file provided
and ancestry.com/UVST Family Tree. All information is located on
the portable dive that has been provided.)

CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE PREPARATION OF
THE MEMBERSHIP

Our membership consists of the 270 people that were separated from the
Uinta Agency rolls in 1954, by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, that had
Uinta Band of Utahs blood or were listed on the 1944 Uinta(h) & Ouray
Agency Indian Census, this includes their descendants with direct
lineage. Our people descend from the historical Utahs that roamed the
Utah Territory and they descend from the ancient peoples of the Fremont
Culture period. In 2014 our leadership and the enrollment office
determined that we needed to formalize our membership rolls, complete
our tribal genealogy and thoroughly research our tribal history for our
own historical record and in preparation to submit our petition for federal
acknowledgement.

Tressa Jordan, Chairwoman gathered volunteers, consisting of tribal
members, they each committed their time to this project. The volunteers
were divided up into committees and worked on the different areas of
research. The enrollment office and their committee revamped the
application process, each member must complete an application, a
genealogy sheet, provide a copy of their birth certificate, a copy of their
social security card and marriage or divorce decrees or any other
documents when their legal name has been changed. Members in the
enrollment office review each application packet for accuracy, lineage,
required documents and that the application is completed. The basis for
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enrollment is in the tribe’s governing documents. An applicant’s ancestry
is verified through family surnames, archival records, personal interviews
and our tribal genealogy. DNA records are only required when paternity
is in question and which may affect the members eligibility to be
enrolled. Our enrollment office and the committee assigned continue to
ensure that our membership requirements are met and that the
membership files are accurate.

Our membership files are organized numerically. We keep a database of
all members mailing and physical addresses, date of birth and death (if
applicable), emails, phone numbers and maiden names (if applicable).
The members are given a tribal ID card for sales and use tax exemption.
All historical research, genealogy records and membership files are kept
in the Tribal office located at 5750 E 1000 N Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026.

3.6 CRITERION #6: UNIQUE MEMBERSHIP (25 CFR 83.11(F))

The membership of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are
not members of any other federally recognized Indian tribe. We are
descendants of the ancient tribe of Utahs, who resided, over the entire
Utah Territory. We were given an Executive Order Reservation signed by
President Lincoln in 1861 and Congress ratified the Order in 1864, for
the Bands of Utahs. (Exhibit 24)

We were parties to the 1865 Spanish Fork Treaty signing, and even
though it was not ratified, it shows the governments acknowledgement of
our people as a tribe and their intent to establish a federal relationship
with our leadership. (Exhibit 30)

These documents and the establishment of lands for our use are evidence
that the U.S. Government acknowledged our ancestral leaders and their
people. Therefore, the Tribe and its members are legally considered to be
a previously acknowledged tribe. However, we are seeking federal
acknowledgement as an Indian tribe under current Federal
Acknowledgement Policy.
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The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah is petitioning for federal
recognition with the submission of this petition document. In accordance
with the documentation for 25 CFR 83.11(b) and (c) above, the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of the State of Utah has functioned as a separate, politically
autonomous community.

The reference documents cited provide the evidence that the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this criterion.

3.6.1 Separate Politically Autonomous Community
(25 CFR 83.11(H)(1))

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are not members of any
other federally recognized Indian tribe. Our membership consists of the
270 people that were separated from the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency rolls
in 1954, by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, that had Uinta Band of Utahs
blood or were listed on the 1944 Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency Indian
Census, this includes their descendants with direct lineage. Our people
descend from the historical Utahs that roamed the Utah Territory and
they descend from the ancient peoples of the Fremont Culture period.

An Executive Order Reservation was established for our bands of Utahs
in 1861 and ratified in 1864, evidence that a federal relationship had been
the intent. The Indian Agent O.H. Irish met with the Utahs leadership in
Spanish Fork, Utah in 1865 to negotiate for their aboriginal lands in the
Salt Lake Valley. Indian Agent Irish recognized the Utahs as an Indian
tribe and their ownership and authority over their territory. The Spanish
Fork Treaty was never ratified; however, it is evidence that the federal
government intended to have a relationship with the Utahs and that they
were a separate politically autonomous community.

See Part 2 “Claim of a Historical Indian Tribe”

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah meets this criterion.
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3.6.2 Members Written Confirmation of Membership
(25 CFR 83.11(H)(2))

The members have provided written confirmation of their membership in
the tribe through the completed and signed applications for enrollment as
required by our membership criteria.

(See APPENDIX B “Membership List and Explanations”,
APPENDIX C, “Membership Files”)

A portable drive has been submitted with this petition. It contains all
submitted materials for federal acknowledgement.

3.7 CRITERION #7: CONGRESSIONAL TERMINATION (25 CFR 83.11(G))

The Yutas, Utahs, Uinta Band (of Utahs), the Uinta Valley Shoshone
Tribe of Utahs and the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah are not
listed on the Federally Terminated Tribe List or been the subject of
congressional legislation that specifically identified the tribe as
terminated.

The 270 Uinta Band of Utahs that were separated from the Uinta(h) &
Ouray Agency in 1954 were not terminated by Congress. Title 25 U.S.C.
§ 677 was a sham proposed by the State of Utah and the Confederated
Utes of Colorado, to get rid of the federal tribe who were the owners of
the reservation.

The Uinta Band of Utahs was the federal tribe to vote for the Indian
Reorganization Act in 1934, on the Uinta Valley Reservation.
Receiving a federally approved constitution in 1937 as the “Ute Indian
Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation, Utah”. We also were
provided a second federally approved Constitution, signed by Glenn L.
Emmons in 1956 for the “Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah”,
retaining our federal status.
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Since 2015 25 U.S.C. § 677 has been repealed; it is "omitted" in the U.S.
Code, meaning it is no longer a valid legal provision due to a legislative
act that removed it from the statute books. (Exhibit 12)

Act of Repeal:

e The repeal of 25 U.S.C. § 677 occurred through the "Act of
August 27, 1954, ch. 1009, § 29" which provided for the repeal
of inconsistent laws related to Indian affairs.

e Current Status:
When you look up 25 U.S.C. § 677 on legal databases, it will be
listed as "omitted" from the Code as being of special and not
general application. It is no longer in effect.

25 U.S.C. § 677 was unconstitutional in 1954 and this repeal allows the

federal government to restore our status, land, assets, money and
management back to the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah.

Previously Federally Recognized

§ 83.12 What are the criteria for a previously federally
acknowledged petitioner?

(a) The petitioner may prove it was previously acknowledged as a
federally recognized Indian tribe, or is a portion that evolved out
of a previously federally recognized Indian tribe, by providing
substantial evidence of unambiguous Federal acknowledgment,
meaning that the United States Government recognized
the petitioner as an Indian tribe eligible for the special programs
and services provided by the United States to Indians because of
their status as Indians with which the United States carried on a
relationship at some prior date including, but not limited to,
evidence that the petitioner had:
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(1) Treaty relations with the United States;

e Unratified Spanish Fork Treaty, June 8, 1865, Washington
D.C. National Archives. (Exhibit 30)

(2) Been denominated a tribe by act of Congress or Executive Order;

e On May 5, 1864 (13 Sat. 63, CHAP. LXXVII) Congress
ratified our Executive Order Reservation specifically for the

Bands of Utahs and denominated our people as a tribe.
(Exhibit 24)

e The 1914 Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report shows that
the Uinta(h) Band of Utahs were a federal tribe.

(See Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1914, page 87, Table 3 Indians under Federal supervision,
Page 99 in documented petition)

o The Haas Report by Theodore H. Haas, Chief Counsel, United
States Indian Service (1947) page 19, Shows the Uinta(h) Band
of Utahs voted for and approved the Indian Reorganization Act
(48 Stat. 984) in 1934. On page 27 the table shows our
Constitution was approved on Jan 19, 1937 by the Secretary of
the Interior, under the name “The Ute Indian Tribe” of the
Uinta(h) and Ouray reservation, Utah. On Aug 10, 1938 our
Charter was ratified by Congress. (Exhibit 2)

e The Uinta Band of Utahs received Indian Health Services for
our people before 1954 after that as the Affiliated Ute Citizens
of the State of Utah we continued to receive Indian Health
Services through 1993, when IHS discontinued our services
without due process. (Exhibits 13, 14)

e The repeal of 25 U.S.C. § 677 in 2015 and its omission in
2022 by Congress. (Exhibit 12)
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(3) Been treated by the Federal Government as having collective rights
in tribal lands or funds; or

e The Uinta(h) Band of Utahs was the federal tribe on the Uinta
Valley Reservation (aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency) that
qualified as a tribe and was eligible to vote for and approve the
1934 Indian Reorganization Act (IRA). We owned our
reservation and its resources in its entirety. (Exhibit 2)

The Confederated Utes of Colorado were not eligible and could
not be included, they were barred by Congressional legislation
and ratification of their 1880 Agreement (21 Stat. 199, Sec.
4). (Exhibit 1)

e The Uinta Band of Utahs, received their federally approved
Constitution on Jan 19, 1937 from the Secretary of the Interior
under the name “Ute Indian Tribe” of the Uinta(h) & Ouray
Agency and their Congressionally ratified Bylaws on Aug 10
1938. (Exhibit 3)

We were the owners of our reservation lands its resources and
all income derived from it, our title is still held in trust by the
United States government for our people.

o The Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians have a second
federally approved Constitution signed by E.L. Emmons in
1956 (68 Stat. 870). We have management and income
interests on our reservation currently and receive monies from
our United States Treasury Trusts Accounts, through the Ute
Distribution Corporation. (Exhibits 8, 9, 10)

e Ute Distribution Corporation was created in 1958 by the tribal
members of the Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians, to
distribute federal Indian funds received from our United States
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Treasury Trust Accounts. These funds are derived from our
undivided assets on our reservation and are paid to the
Affiliated Ute Citizens of Utah Indians membership and their
descendants through stock shares. These monies are derived
from our resources on the Uinta Valley Reservation (aka
Uintah(h) & Ouray Agency) in Utah. (Exhibit 10, 11)

(4) Land held for it or its collective ancestors by the United States.

e Executive Order establishing the Uinta Valley Reservation
dated October 3, 1861 and the Act of May 5, 1864 (13 Sat. 63)
CHAP. LXXVII — Ratifying the Uinta Valley Reservation for
the Bands of Utahs. (Exhibit 24)

(b) Once the petitioner establishes that it was previously acknowledged, it
must demonstrate that it meets:

(1) At present, the Community Criterion; and

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah is a distinct community
that has a continuous existence from historical times to the present. We
have an unratified treaty that acknowledged us as Bands of Utahs.
Historians and anthropologists have documented our ancients and scared
sites. An Executive Order Reservation was created for the Bands of
Utahs, that resided throughout the Utah Territory, those Utah bands that
came to the Uinta Valley Reservation became known collectively as the
Uinta Band of Utahs; named for our sacred Uinta Mountains.

(See Part 2: “Claim of Historical Indian Tribe” in this documented petition)

Our reservations primary use was for agriculture and raising livestock.
Today our people still collectively farm, have shared gardens and raise
cattle and sheep for market. We have always worked together as a
community. Our people have a strong connection to our lands, we have
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continued to reside on them since the 1100’s. The Uinta Basin has always
been a traditional hunting and gathering place for all of our family clans.
We care for our lands and take only what is needed, securing a place for
our future generations.

Throughout the year we gather as a community, teaching our tribal
traditions and culture to our children, passing on the old stories,
socializing and sharing our native foods. These gatherings are held, on
familial lands on the Reservation and at sacred sites. Our members are
reviving the language through oral communication, repairing the past
oppression from boarding schools, public schools and the non-Indian
population that has encroached into the Uinta Basin.

Our community is about our family clans, their history as a people, our
struggles and the leadership’s ability to protect our lands and resources.
Our people have resilience and are fully committed to restoring our
federal recognition.

(See Attachment 1, “Timeline from 1900 to 2025”)
(2) Since the time of previous federal acknowledgment or 1900,

whichever is later, the Indian Entity Identification Criterion and
Political Authority Criterion.

Indian Entity Identification Criterion:

Overview:

e In 1934 the Uinta Band of Utahs voted for and accepted the Indian
Reorganization Act (IRA) (Exhibit 2)
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1937 The Uinta Band of Utahs received their Constitution as the
“Ute Indian Tribe” of the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency from the
Secretary of the Interior on Jan 19, 1937. (Exhibits 2, 3)

e 1938 The “Ute Indian Tribe” of the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency
Bylaws were ratified by congress on Aug 10, 1938. (Exhibit 2)

e 1944 Census Indian Reservation Schedule for the Uinta Band of
Utahs at the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency, Utah. Our 268 original
Uinta Band of Utahs are listed on the tribal rolls.

(See APPENDIX H — Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

e 1950 Census Indian Reservation Schedule for the Uinta Band of
Utahs at the Uinta & Ouray Agency, Utah. Our 270 original Uinta
Band of Utahs are listed on the tribal rolls.

(See APPENDIX H — Historical Membership Lists and Explanations)

e 1954 The Bureau of Indian Affairs separated 490 individuals from
the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency rolls, because they would not be
participating in the Confederated Utes of Colorado judgement
funds, they were awarded in their 1950 Court of Claims decision.
The Bureau of Indian Affairs administrative error, left the
Confederated Utes of Colorado, who were State citizens, in place,
to use our federally approved Constitution and Bylaws as the “Ute
Indian Tribe of the Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency”. The Uinta Band of
Utahs were then given a second federally approved Constitution
under the name “Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah”,
Approved April 5, 1956 by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

Glenn L. Emmons. (68 Stat. 869, Sec 6, August 27 1954). (Exhibits
4,5,6,8)

We were never legislatively removed from our original Constitution
and Bylaws, that were approved and ratified by Congress,
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specifically for the Uinta(h) Band of Utahs. Our second federally
approved and ratified Constitution are also intact and we have not
been legislatively removed from them either. We have retained our
federal status before 1934 and after, when we voted and approved
the Indian Reorganization Act. Through no fault of our own, the
disbanded Confederated Utes of Colorado, who have been State
citizens since 1880, were left on our reservation and allowed to take
our identity, land and resources.

The Confederated Utes are legally bound by their 1880 Agreement,
they ceded all of their lands in Colorado and were placed
“temporarily” on our Uinta Valley Reservation lands. The intent of
Congress was to disband them and they were to become State
citizens wherever they may reside. They were legislatively barred
from the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act, and could not qualify for
a federally approved Constitution and Bylaws on their own merits.

Political Authority Criterion:

There has been no break in leadership for the Uinta bands of Utahs,

or the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah since before the 1800’s,
as documented. Our people are family and the leadership has always been
chosen by the people. We hold elections to determine our governing
leadership, these people have earned the respect and trust of our
community. The tribal leaders are sought as advisors, but we also
continue our traditional ways of reaching out to our elders for guidance.
Today, council meetings are held monthly to discuss tribal issues within
the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah. Issues that arise from our
membership are resolved during these meetings or as they are presented
at the tribal office. Members respect the decisions made by their council
leaders and the heads of the clans decimate information to their families.
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In 2014 the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah determined they
needed an executive board to oversee their budgets, research and the
pursuit of Federal Acknowledgement. The name chosen was the Uinta
Valley Shoshone Tribe of Utahs, the membership voted and approved the
name in June of 2014. The two boards have since then worked together to
accomplish the tribe’s objectives. The Uinta Valley Shoshone Tribe of
Utahs Executive Board handles all business aspects and the Affiliated
Ute Citizens of Utah Indians handles all services related to the
membership. We are the original and descendants of the Uinta Band of
Utahs.

Our Authority comes from our Executive Order reservation
documents and their ratification specifically for our Bands of Utahs.
This evidence shows that Congress acknowledged us as a tribe and
gave us title to lands held in trust by the United States government,
creating a federal relationship.

Our authority also comes from the Federally approved Constitution voted
for and approved by the Uinta(h) Band of Utahs for the 1934 Indian
Reorganization Act. The Secretary of the Interior issued our approved
Constitution under the name “Ute Indian Tribe of the Uinta(h) & Ouray
agency” on Jan 19, 1937. (Exhibits 2, 3)

And

Our federally approved Bylaws were ratified by Congress on Aug 10,
1938. (Exhibit 2)

Both documents are evidence, of the intent of Congress, the Uinta(h)
Band of Utahs were the federal tribe on the Uinta Valley Reservation
(aka Uinta(h) & Ouray Agency).
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Our authority has continued under our second federally approved
Constitution that were issued to the Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of

Utah, by Glenn L. Emmons in 1956 (68 Stat. 870).
(Exhibits 8)

Finally, with the repeal of Title 25 U.S.C. § 677 in 2015 and its omission
in 2022, the State of Utah and the Confederated Utes of Colorado can no
longer use this unconstitutional administrative amendment, that was not
approved by Congress, as a tool for deception.

The Affiliated Ute Citizens of the State of Utah council represents the
tribe to external entities and is respected as the governing authority.
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APPENDIX
APPENDIX A — Exhibit List and Exhibits
APPENDIX B — Current Membership List and Explanation
APPENDIX C — Membership Files
APPENDIX D — Governing Documents
APPENDIX E — Supporting Documents
APPENDIX F — Language
APPENDIX G - Audio & Transcripts

APPENDIX H — Historical Membership Lists and Explanations

*A portable drive has been provided for all electronic documentation for
this petition.
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