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J Excer t 
In this time when so many groups are seeking to break down all racial and cultural lines it 
is refreshing to find one group which seeks to preserve in so far as possible their 
distinctive racial heritage. 52 [ ... ] 

[ ... ] In the late fall. 
spoke in our church. A very fine sermon. In his talk he spoke how the white race had 
come into their Reservation and taken their land, until they hardly had enough land to live 
on, and support their people. Is there any way you can help these people. The land was 
given them by our government. Now why allow them to be cheated of what rightfully 
belongs to them. 

The Reservation is Mattaponi Indian Reservation in our own state. If there is any thing 
you can do for these people I trust you will do it. He begged us to write to you for help in 
their behalf.53 [ ... ] I 
f[ ] I think it is a good thing to have the roads improved for or on the Mattaponi 7 

Reservation. Also I am in favor of giving them more land for their young people to settle 
as they are becoming too crowded also some kind of industry placed there would give 
them a means of a better livelihood. Please use all of your influence to give these Indians 

~------~l~t-his needed help.
54 

[ ••• ] 

Conclusion 

The provision of public works and social services through the school, the hatcher, the provision of utilities, 
road maintenance, health services, and land acquisition clearly demonstrate the political authority of the 
Mattaponi tribal government at this time. The participation in planning of the Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian 
School by parents and school children shows the Chief and Council's ability to "mobilize significant 
numbers of members and significant resources from its members for entity purposes," (83.11 (c)(l)(i)). 
Such participation further demonstrates that "many of the membership consider issues acted upon or actions 
taken by entity leaders or governing bodies to be of importance," (83.11 ( c)(l)(ii)) and indicates a 
''widespread knowledge, communication, or involvement in political processes by many of the entity's 
members." (83.11 (c)(l)(iii)). The combined efforts of Pamunkey and Mattaponi leaders with regards to 
the school demonstrates a Federally Recognized Tribe's "significant relationship with the leaders or the 
governing body of the petitioner" (83.1 l(c)(l)(vi)). The continuation of school services for children on the 
reservation and the provision of utilities and public works demonstrate the active use of "land set aside by 
a State for the petitioner" (83.11 ( c)(l)(vii)). 

Additionally, the consolidation of the school and the granting of a right-of-way for utility purposes are 
indicative of the Chief and Council's ability to "allocate entity resources such as land, residence rights, and 
the like" (83.11 (c)(2)(i)(A)). The mediation of concerns over the hiring practices of the Commission of 
Fisheries at the hatchery show the ability to "settle disputes between members" (83.11 (c)(2)(i)(B)). The 
tribal government's leadership on both the School and the Hatchery demonstrate its ability to exert "strong 
influence on the behavior of individual members, such as the establishment or maintenance of norms" 
(83.11 ( c)(2)(i)(C)). The use of utilities such as electricity for the running of dentistry services also shows 

52 Letter from M. DiTolvo to Governor Stanley, 29 November 1955, Governor Stanley, Thomas B., Executive Papers, Accession 
25184, State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, Box 81, Folder 11. PDF Page 16. 
53 Letter from P. Coggeshall to Governor Stanley, 10 January 1956, Governor Stanley, Thomas B., Executive Papers, Accession 
25184, State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, Box 81, Folder 11. PDF Page 14. 
54 Letter from J. E. Tucker to Governor Stanley, 14 March 1956, Governor Stanley, Thomas B. , Executive Papers, Accession 
25184, State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, PDF Page 12. 
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held in common as a part of the tribal treasury, and surviving records indicate that regular reports were 
provided to tribal members with a summary of where their taxes went and how they were being utilized. 77 

The table below lists the names of the heads of households on the l\1attaponi Indian Reservation who were 
paying taxes to the tribal government between 1940 and 1942. 

Table C3-16. Political Partici ation,1940-1959: Reservation Taxes. 78 

Name 1941 1942 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

_Ix X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

_Ix 7 x 
X X 

I x 7 x 
X X 
X X 
X X 

Assignments of Responsibility 

In addition to the service rendered by the Chief and Council, tribal members were regularly selected to 
perform public service. During the period from 1940 to 1959, this included service as the School 
Superintendent (September 27, 1950), a role that was regularly filled alongside the operation of the 
l\1attaponi Indian School and l\1attaponi-Pamunkey Indian School. It also included assignments for labor 
related to allotments or public works, such as the duty of performing fence maintenance on the Reservation 
(May 16, 1949). 

Table C3-17. Political Participation, 1940-1959: Ass~gnments ofResponsibili~_-__ 

~ te ..=[ Exceq:>t 
I :tvfay 16, 1949 I [ ... ] the town 1s to buy a roll of bob [ sic; barbed] w1re to fence m spaces where the old 

fence is broken down. This wire is to be turned over to 
to put up where needed, after which same becomes the 

I property of said Mattaponi Reservation. Unanimously carried. 81 

September 27, 1950 [ ... ] Moved by and 
~~~ ~~J 
will Ellect sic; elect 

77 Law Ledger, 30 October 1950·•·····• Private Collection, PDF Pages 30 & 31. 
78_••••••••·, "Ledger Book, 1934-1946," Chief••••■ Collection, Brief Case Section 3, PDF Pages 12-
13. 
79 is noted as a member of Tribal Council in 1934, 1935, 1936, and 1937 and Assistant Chief for 1938, 1939, 1940, 
and 1941. 
80 Chief•■•■•- was listed as exempt for all three years. 
81 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 16 May 1949, Chiefll•••• Collection, Section 1, PDF Page 1. 
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J Excer t 
suptender [ sic; superintendent] for the :Mattaponi School according to election heretofore. 

J Carried.82 

Membership and Votes 

The Chief and Council continued to manage tribal membership, reinstating off-reservation members to 
reservation status and administering the right of tribal members to a voice and vote (May 16, 1949; January 
1, 1950; September 27, 1950). Such requests were a prerequisite of reservation allotment and precursors 
of current enrollment procedures. 

Table C3-18. Political Partici ation, 1940-1959: Membershi and Votes. 
Date Excer t 
:May 16, 1949 3.Moved by 

seconded by 
and 

that­
just registered, be sworn in 

1950 ca. 

and given a seated voice. Unanimously carried.83 

Moved by 
by 

] and seconded 
that we giv 

September 27, 1950 

L 
Conclusion 

an 
a seat and voice in Res meetings. Carried.84 

Moved and seconded that the new members be given a seat and voice in Reservation 
meeting carried. 3. After hearing from 

1--]85 

Attendance at meetings, participation in governmental elections, payment of tribal taxes, participation in 
tribal services, and submission to the Chief and Council for acceptance into membership are clear indicators 
of the Tribe's ability to "mobilize significant numbers of members and signification resources from its 
members for entity purposes,"(83.11 (c)(l)(i)), that ''the membership considers issues acted upon or actions 
taken by entity leaders or governing bodies to be of importance" (83.11 (c)(l)(ii)), and that ''there is 
widespread knowledge, communication, or involvement in political processes by many of the entity's 
members" ( 83.11 ( c )( 1 )(iii)). Moreover, the collection of taxes demonstrates the tribal government's ability 
to "allocate entity resources such [ ... ] residence rights, and the like" (83.11 ( c)(2)(i)(A)), and exert "strong 
influence on the behavior of individual members" (83.11 ( c)(2)(i)(C)). 

External Relations 

From 1940 to 1959, the Mattaponi tribal government maintained relationships with state, federal, and tribal 
governments. This included the preservation of tribal status as well as the regular representation of the Tribe 
at external events and preservation of treaty relations through the annual presentation of tribute to the 
Governor of Virginia. 

82 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 27 September 1950, Chie 
83 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 16 May 1949, Chie 

Collection, Section 2, PDF Pages 5-7. 
Collection, Section 1, PDF Page 1. 

84 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 1950 ca., Chief Collection, Section 1, PDF Page I. 
85 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 27 September 1950, Chie 
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Protection of Indian Status 

During the period from 1940 to 1959, the Chief and Council intervened on behalf of tribal members to 
safeguard their tribal and Indian status. This included interfacing with local, state, and federal officials to 
solidify tribal status in the face of State Registrar W.A. Plecker's continuing efforts to erase tribal status, 
identify opportunities occasioned by the Indian Reorganization Act, preserve Indian status in the context of 
World War II service, and obtain federal educational benefits. It also included efforts to assert exemption 
from census enumeration, protect the exemption from taxes, and ensure the continued exemption from 
hunting and fishing license requirements for tribal members. 

Virginia Racial Integrity Laws and the Indian Reorganization Act 

Two significant events from previous periods spurred efforts to preserve and enhance Indian status within 
the Virginia Indian community during the period from 1940 to 1959. The first was Virginia's 1924 passage 
of the Racial Integrity Act. 86 While the act itself carved out special status for the l\1attaponi and Pamunkey 
tribes, the efforts of State Registrar of Vital Statistics W.A. Plecker to erase Indian status from state records 
continued. 87 The second was the passage of the Wheeler Howard Act in 1934. This Act, largely known as 
the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA), opened up new opportunities for tribal self-governance and self­
determination. 88 During this period, the Tribe worked with advocates like James R. Coates and Frank G. 
Speck, sharing paperwork and taking tribal censuses in the hopes of protecting themselves from the 
Plecker's machinations and securing federal recognition and benefits. Coates, who organized the effort, 
described the purpose of these formal tribal rolls, stating: 

When we have a list that we know is complete in every detail, then we may appear before 
the proper legal authorities of the State or Federal Government, and show exactly who we 
are fighting for in our effort to obtain official recognition and proper classification as native 
Virginia Indians. 89 

In addition to formal tribal rolls (April 29, 1942), Coates obtained an affidavit from ethnologist Frank G. 
Speck (December 8, 1944) and petitions from white citizens in the surrounding counties (l\1arch 1, 1945). 
It is clear from his correspondence (l\1arch 12, 1945) and from l\1attaponi tribal meeting minutes that he 
and others recognized the continuing authority of the l\1attaponi tribal government and that the Chief and 
Council were active participants in efforts to preserve tribal rights and status, including the overseeing of 
the development of the Tribal Roll and the collection of petition signatures. 

Table C3-20. External Relations, 1940-19 59: Preserving and Enhancing Tribal Status. 

~ ~t ~ 
I April 29, 1942 Your assistance is requested in providing me with a complete list of all persons who are 

members of your tribe in good standing. Do not include any one who is not entitled to the 
strict classification oflndian. The purpose of this list is to separate all persons who are 
members of your tribe in good standing from any and all persons who may claim to be 
members of your tribe and who are not entitled to that distinction. ¼'hen we have a list 
that we know is com lete in eve detail, then we ma a ear before the ro er le al 

86 Wolfe, Brendan, "Racial Integrity Laws (1924-1930)," Encyclopedia Virginia, September 21, 2024, 
https://encyclopediavirginia. org/entries/racial-integrity-laws-1924-1930/. 
'i!I Talbot, Tori, "Walter Ashby Plecker (1861-1947)." Encyclopedia Virginia, September 21 , 2024, 
https://encyclopediavirginia. org/entries/plecker-walter-ashby-1861-1947 /. 
88 "Records Relating to the Indian Reorganization Act (Wheeler-Howard Act), National Archives, Washington, DC. 
https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/indian-reorganization-act, accessed September 21, 2024. 
89 Personal Papers: Coates, James P. James R. Coates, 1833-1 947, Accession 31577, Personal Papers Collection, Library of 
Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, PDF p. 16 . 
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J Excer t 
authorities of the State or Federal Government, and show exactly who we are fighting for 
in our effort to obtain official recognition and proper classification as native Virginia 
Indians. 

I urge you to prepare this list without undue delay and with the greatest of care to see that 
no one is rightfully entitled to the distinction of being on the list is omitted, and to be sure 
that no one, under any circumstances, be permitted to appear on the list whose good 
standing and blood relation is other than pure Indian or Indian and white. 

Be assured the writer will use this information solely for the betterment of conditions 
relative to your tribe and the individuals included therein, and in no way will it be treated 
with anything short of the greatest possible respect and dignity. 

After the lists have been prepared carefully, they will be typed by myself and returned for 
the purpose of being carefully re-checked by the Chief and Council and all other interest 
parties in authority over you tribe, to be doubly sure of the absolute accuracy of the tribal 
list. [ ... r 
TESTIMONIAL FOR INDIANS OF VIRGINIA APPROVING THEIR CLAIM FOR 
INDIAN CLASSIFICATION 

During a period of over 50 years the undersigned as carried on field research in 
Anthropology, ethnology, Ethnohistory, and Linguistics among Indian groups situated 
between Labrador and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and east of the Mississippi. These 
expeditions and research necessitated living with Indian bands on an intimate plane of 
association under varied conditions of native life, in observation of all aspects of the same 
among thousands of individuals classified as Indian residing in the Provinces and States 
included within the range of research. It has also meant intimate residence with certain 
groups in Oklahoma where the Indian population is proportionately high. Publications 
resulting from this activity has been numerous, appearing in scientific journals and also in 
book form; none of which have been intended for popular reading but confined in scope to 
the scientific aspects of American Ethnology (for reference to activities and major 
publications see F.G. Speck in Who's Who). 

Much of the time indicated was spent among remnants oflndian tribes in Virginia. The 
results of this fieldwork and documentary research in the Virginia area have been 
published in part and are included in the reference designated. My testimony in regard to 
the authenticity of the direct Indian descent of the tribal groups surviving in the tidewater 
area of Virginia is given without hesitation. Were these groups situated in Oklahoma, in 
New York State or in Canada there would be no reason to distinguish them as ethnically 
Indian. The physical types presented by these people would bot be differentiated from 
those of the States and Provinces where Indian classification is never denied to those who 
are historically entitled to it. 

I trust that the testimony thus offered as the judgment of an anthropologist and ethnologist 
will accomplish something in the minds of those who seek an estimate from scientific 
sources toward the recognition of the Eastern Virginia tribes as Indian groups. The 
estimate is made upon grounds as valid as those which guarantee the classification of 
Indian groups in other parts of the United States and Canada. 

Sincerely, 

Frank G. Speck 

90 Personal Papers: Coates, James P. James R. Coates, 1833-1 947, Accession 31577, Personal Papers Collection, Library of 
Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, PDF Page 16. 
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Professor of Anthropology 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania91 

We, the undersigned being white citizens of age, residing in King and Queen, and King 
William Counties in the State of Virginia, which counties are immediately adjacent to the 
community wherein reside the Mattaponi Tribe of Indians do certify as follows: From 
direct association and first-hand experience, we the undersigned, attest that these persons 
living on the Virginia State Mattaponi Reservation, are considered by us to be good 
American citizens oflndian ancestry. We desire and request that these persons of the 
Mattaponi Indian Tribe be given formal recognition by those in authority in the State of 
Virginia, as direct descendants of the old original Mattaponi Indian Tribe, and it is our 
sincere belief that the persons herein mentioned are of the blood strain of the American 
Indian and in some cases include white blood, in varying degree. In our opinion, in no 
case do these persons claiming to be members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe, contain less 
than 25% Indian blood, nor more than 75 % of white blood, and in no case among these 
persons residing on said Mattaponi Reservation, who claim to be Indians, contain any 
blood other than Indian or White. We the undersigned, take just pride in having the 
remnants of the Mattaponi Indian Tribes residents in this community and resent the claims 
of certain prejudiced individuals that these Indians contain Negro blood. 

With full understanding of the purposes of this petition and with keen sense of honesty 
and American[?] , to do each hereto voluntarily affix our signatures in protest against any 
classification of these Indians as anything but Indian or Indian and white and desire and 
request that they be given every consideration and rights as citizens of Indian ancestry, of 
the state of Virginia. [List of Names ]92 _J 

I Dear I 
I thank you for your nice letter of March 8th. , and I am happy to report that I have just 
returned from a very successful trip to see Governor Darden in Richmond. He expressed a 
desire to see the situation improved for our Indians in Virginia. I believe he is going to be 
of tremendous help in time to come while he remains in office. 

I do not have any Birth Certificates or the like from the Mattaponi Reservation as I 
requested sometime ago. I need several and hope that you can get some for my use in 
showing you fold as Indians. If you can let me have some of these documents, I will be 
extremely careful with them and return them to you by Registered mail after having them 
photographed. I will also supply you with a duplicate or photographed copy of same to 
assist the owners in protecting their Birth Certificates by having a photographed copy. 

As for the petition, do not rush with it at the present but spend as much time as you need 
to get it completed. There are two columns for signatures which will permit 
approximately 44 people to sign it. I hope that you will get your white neighbors to sign it 
and return it to me within the next two or three weeks. After the petition is returned to me 
completed, I will have it photographed and will be glad to furnish you as Chief, with a 
copy for your Tribal records.93 [ ... ] 

91 Speck, Frank G., "TESTIMONIAL FOR INDIANS OF VIRGINIA APPROVING THEIR CLAIM FOR INDIAN 
CLASSIFICATION," 8 December, 1944, Personal Papers: Coates, James P. James R. Coates, 1833-1947, Accession 31577, 
Personal Papers Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, PDF Page 6-7. 
92 List of White Citizens Certifying Mattaponi Blood Percentage, I March 1945, Personal Papers: Coates, James P. James R. 
Coates. 1833-194 7, Accession 31577, Personal Papers Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, PDF Page 24-25. 
93 Letter from James Coates to Chief••••■, 12 March 1945, Chie•fll•••• Collection, Section I, PDF Page 2. 
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Selective Service Exemption 

The question of whether Indians as wards of the state could be conscripted into military duty once again 
arose at the onset of World War II. After the Attorney General's 1918 ruling that Mattaponi men were not 
eligible to be drafted due to their non-tax status, Chief . appealed the President 
Roosevelt and the Provost Marshal as to whether the status of Indians had changed since the 1918 ruling 
(April 29, 1942)■■■■■■1 appeal was referred to the Office of Indian Affairs to which the 
Commissioner replied that due to the 1924 Act extending citizenship to all American Indians, Mattaponi 
men were now regarded as eligible for the draft (May 12, 1942). Though the law had changed, this example 
shows the tribal government advocating for the rights and protection of members of the Tribe. 

Table C3-21. External Relations, 1940-1959: lndian Status in the Selective Service Dra t. 

Date Excerp~t ____________________________ __., 
April 29, 1942 Hon. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

May 5, 1942 

President of the United States, Washington, D.C. 
Dear Sir: 

We the Mattaponi Tribal Indians, do appeal to you, in behalf of our Tribal Status. Has 
their [sic.] been any recent act of law depriving us of our Tribal rights, which we have 
always enjoyed being as non-citizens, and wards of the state, not subject to taxation, by 
the state Local or other-wise, maintaining our own form of Government making its own 
laws, Governing its people upon the said Mattaponi Reservation. We are enclosing a copy 
of the ruling to Hon. H.C. Stuart Governor of Virginia, from War Department office of the 
Provost Marshal General Aug. 18-1917, in regards to the two Tribal Reservations in 
Virginia. We are thanking you in advance for your interest in our behalf in advising us in 
regards to our Tribal rights. 

Very Truly yours 

] 94 

Sweet Hall, Virginia 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to your letter of April 29, 1942 to The Provost Marshal General, 
requesting information regarding the exemption status of Tribal Indians. 

The Provost Marshal General administered the Selective Service Draft Act of 1917, and 
corresponded with you in regard to such exemptions. The Selective Training and Service 
Act of 1940, however, created the Office of Director of Selective Service, who is to 
administer its provisions. 

Your letter is being referred to the Director of Selector Service for his information and 
such action as he deems appropriate. 95 [ ... ] 

May 12, 1942 _[ ] My dear 

94 Letter from Chief•••••· to President F. D. Roosevelt, RG 75, Central Classified Files, 1940-57 General Service, 
Box 244, Folder 20304, National Archives and Records Administration Washington, D.C. 
95 Letter from B. Bryan, War Department to Chief■•••••■ 5 May 1942, Chief••••■ Collection, Section 3, 
PDF Page 1. 
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Your letter of April 29 addressed to President Roosevelt and to the Provost :Marshal 
General have been referred to this Office for reply. 

There has been a change in the citizenship status of many Indians since 1917. IN 1924 
Congress passed an act, approved June 2, 1924 (43 US. Stat. 253), extending citizenship 
to all Indians born within the territorial limits of the United States who were not already 
citizens. 

Therefore, while in 1917 many Indians were not citizens and could claim exemption from 
the draft on account of non-citizenship, as Indians coming within the terms of the Act of 
June 2, 1924 are citizens of the United States, they would not be entitled to claim 
exemption from the draft on the ground that they were not citizens.96 

:May 18, 1942 [ ... ] Dear 
Your letter of April 29th to the War Department, Office of the Provost :Marshal General, 
was forwarded to National Headquarters for Selective Service and by that Headquarters to 
this office. National Headquarters has given an outline of the laws presently in affect, 
governing the status oflndians under the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, as 
amended. For your information the pertinent portions of this letter containing extracts of 
the law are quoted below 97 [ ... ] 

Federal Educational Benefits 

Pursuant to the 1934 passage of the Wheeler-Howard Act, tribes like the Mattaponi became a subject of 
concern to the applicability of funding. Internal communication from the Office of Indian Affairs 
demonstrate anxiety over the unclear and uneven application of the law and its interpretation with regard 
to Virginia's tribes, specifically with regard to education, stating: 

I don't want to be argumentative about what we are going to do for these Virginia Indians, 
but just how we can help them educationally? [ ... ] Under the Wheeler-Howard Bill Sec. 19, 
there are three classes of Indians defined. The Pamunkeys could come in under the last 
classification, namely those persons of one-half or more Indian blood, if they have the 
proper blood status. Under Mr. Cohen's interpretation, these Indians could also share in all 
other features of the Wheeler-Howard Bill, but there are no appropriations. 

Seems to me the Front office should decide, how far we are going. Mr. Collier's note does 
say we would at least give consideration to suggestions for educational work among them. 98 

[ ... ] 

It is significant that the Tribe was ultimately determined to fall under these provisions, and by as early as 
1946 Mattaponi students were attending the federally funded school at Cherokee, North Carolina. When 
Chief Adams, of the Upper Mattaponi, inquired regarding educational opportunities that year, Williard 
Beatty, Director of Education in Office oflndian Affairs, wrote: 

I did however, visit Mrs. Baldridge, the social worker at King William, and arranged with 
her for the admission of some of the Virginia Indian children to Federal high schools. We 

96 Letter from F. Darden, Assistant to the Commissioner oflndian Affairs to Chief 
·••■ Collection, Section 1, PDF Page 1. 
Yi Letter from J. Griffing to Chief••••••, 18 May 1942, 
2. 

, 12 May 1942, Chie­

Collection, Section 2, PDF Pages 1 & 

98 Memo from Daiker to Miss McGair, RG 75, 1933-1939 Central Classified Files, 1907-39 General Service, Box 372, Folder 
18873, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. 
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operate a boarding high school at Cherokee, North Carolina, and the Superintendent, :Mr. 
Joe Jennings, has agreed to send a bus next fall to pick up some the Pamunkey and Mattaponi 
Indian children who are ready for high school.99 

The agreement speaks to the federal government's understanding of its obligations, alongside the state of 
Virginia, to provide for the further education ofMattaponi students. It also was built upon the relationships 
that the tribal government cultivated with the Commonwealth regarding education at the primary level and 
would have required their participation as the main body of oversight of education on the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation. 

Census Enumeration 

In 1940, the District Supervisor of the Census wrote to the Governor of Virginia explaining an instance 
between the enumerator and Chief■■■■■■■■■■■■■■- argued that since Mattaponi 
citizens were wards of the state, they were not obligated to comply with answering information about the 
census. The Governor in tum requested that the Chief and members of the reservation provide the 
information needed (June 7, 1940). Ultimately the Mattaponi Indian Tribe complied, and the 1940 census 
noted the status of their lands, stating "The Indians own their houses but since they are Wards of the State 
they of course do not own any land on Reservation. "100 

Table C3-19. External Relations, 1940-1959: Census Enumeration. 
Date Excer t 
June 6, 1940 Hon. James H. Price 

Governor of Virginia 
Richmond, Virginia 

Dear Sir: 

I have been designated by the Federal Bureau of the Census as Supervisor for the Third 
Congressional District, excluding the City of Richmond, in connection with the taking of 
the 1940 Census. 

In my district there are several Indian reservations, one of which is known, I believe, as 
the Mattaponi Indian Reservation, the chie 

of which is a man named When our enumerator for that section, a Mrs. 
Louise P. Johnson, who, incidentally, is a very intelligent and quite well-known person in 
that section, went to the Reservation to take the Census, she encountered no difficulty 
from the first few families but when she reached the home of the chief, she was treated 
rather rudely and was told that since the people there were wards of the state, they were 
under no obligation to supply the requested information and would not do so unless so 
directed by you. Mrs. Johnson did everything in her power to obtain the information 
without antagonizing the people too much, but was unable to do so. 

I wonder, therefore, if you will be kind enough to address a letter to 
requesting him to cooperate with us in this matter. I would prefer that you send the letter 
to me so that the enumerator could show it to him, but if you believe it best to write 
directly to him, I shall appreciate it if you will forward me a copy of your letter. 

99 Letter from W. Beatty to Chief J. L. Adams, 6 March 1946, Personal Papers: Coates, James P. James R. Coates. 1833-1947, 
Accession 31577, Personal Papers Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, PDF Page 20. 
100 U.S. Federal Census: Virginia, King William, West Point, 51-6. Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, MF T627, Records 
of the Bureau of the Census, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C. PDF Pages A61, B61, 18, 19. The 
successful completion of the census enumeration of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation was completed on June 13, 1940, and 
household data analysis is provided in Criterion B. 
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Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am 

Very truly yours, 

John G. Warburton 
District Supervisor 
Bureau of the Census101 

Sweet Hall 

Virginia 

My dear 

As you know, the United States Government is now engaged in taking the census which is 
required every ten years. It is important to Virginia that all persons living within the 
Commonwealth should be enumerated and that the information required for purposes of 
the census be supplied. 

I am, therefore, requesting that you cooperate with the enumerator in supplying such 
information about the people of your reservation. I am sure that you will not find it 
burdensome or difficult to comply with the requests of the enumerator. 

Very cordially yours, 

W. M. Kemper 

Executive Assistant 102 

Recognition of l'vfattaponi's special status continued throughout this period in relation to their exemption 
from state automobile taxes. In 1946, ■■■■■■■■ and Councilman 
inquired whether work trucks housed on the reservation were subject to taxation. Letters written on their 
behalf affirmed l'vfattaponi 's tax exemption status on the reservation (August 7, 1946; November 30, 1946). 
References to the tribe's status concerning motor vehicles taxation reemerged in the late 1950s , of which 
the State once again confirmed the special status afforded to the Mattaponi and Pamunkey tribes as non­
taxed on their respective reservations (June 26, 1957; July 5, 1957). 

Table C3-23. External Relations, 1940-1959: Automobile Tax Exemption 

Date Excer t 
August 7, 1946 [ ... ] tells me that several trucks 

owned by members of the Mattaponi tribe of Indians and kept on the Reservation, used 
from time to time to haul timber from tracts of land in King William County to the 
Chesapeake Corporation plant at West point [illegible] the decision of the Circuit Court in 
the case mentioned, which was not appealed, and is a law now, I am of the opinion that 
these trucks belong to the members of the tribe kept on the Reservation and not in actual 
use for oses of oing to and from the Reservation and West Point are not Liable for 

101 Letter from J. Warburton to Governor Price, 6 June 1940, Governor Price, James H., Executive Papers, Accession 23344c, State 
Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, 1938-1942, RG 3. https:/ /lva.omeka.netfitem&fshow/13. 
102 Letter from W. Kemper to Chief·•·••■, 7 June 1940, Governor Price, James H., Executive Papers, Accession, 
23344c, State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, 1938-1942, RG 3. 
https://1 va.omeka.netfitems/show /14. 
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Date Excerpt 
I taxation. I trust that you will instruct the Commissioner of the Revenue accordingly, and 

if they have been already assessed that you will instruct him to cancel those 
assessments. 103 

November 30, 1946 [ ... ] has spoken to me 
concerning the assessment for purposes of taxation as personal property of trucks owned 
by him or other Indians resident upon the Mattaponi Reservation and used by them for 
hauling pulp wood. 

June 26, 1957 

July 5, 1957 

Considering the tax exemptions applicable to Indians resident upon a reservation, trucks 
principally garaged upon such reservation and owned by Indians resident upon such 
reservation do not appear to be subject to taxation by the County as personal property, 
even though used for purposes of hauling off the reservation. As I understand that the 
trucks here in question are owned by Indians resident upon a reservation and are there 
principally garaged, I am of the opinion that they are not taxable by King William County 
as personal property. 104 [ ... ] 

MOTOR VEHICLES~Local Licenses~ Tribal Indians Living on Reservation Not 
Subject to. (372) 
June 26, 1957. 

HONORABLE John Paul CAUSEY 
Commonwealth's Attorney of King William County 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 6 in which you request my opinion 
on certain questions which will be answered seriatim. 

Are tribal Indians resident upon these two reservations (Pamunkey and Mattaponi) 
required to have a County motor vehicle license under the ordinance adopted by the Board 
of Supervisors of King William County requiring such licenses for motor vehicles owned 
and operated by residents of King William County? [ ... ] It is, therefore, the opinion of 
this office that the members of the Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indian tribe who maintain 
homes and residences upon such reservations are not liable for the license tax required 
under the County Ordinance on motor vehicles so long as such motor vehicles are garaged 
(kept) on said reservations, although such vehicles may be driven on the public highways 

l.:_King William County.105 [ .. . ] 

Atty. Gen. J. Lindsay Almond Jr. today reached back for an enactment of Virginia's 7 
colonial legislature in ruling that Indians on King William County reservations aren' t I 
required to buy county auto license tags. 

Almond told King William Commonwealth's Atty. John Paul Causey that while Virginia 
has accorded Indians citizenship status, it has never taxed them for anything on their 
reservations and has always 'prohibited their molestation .' 

[ ... ] Under consideration was the question of whether tribal Indians on the Pamunkey and 
Mattaponi reservation in King William can be required to buy county motor vehicle 
license plates under a general county ordinance. 

103 Letter from H. Montague to Mr. Causey, 7 August 1946, Chief Collection, Section 1. 
104 Letter from J. Causey to L. Robinson, 30 November 1946, Chie Collection, Section 1. 
105 Annual Report of Officers Board and Institutions of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 1956-1957. Annual Report of Officers 
Board and Institutions of the Commonwealth of Virginia; Annual Reports of the Commission of Fisheries of Virginia, Vol. 1, 
Richmond, Virginia: Commonwealth of Virginia Division of Purchase and Printing, 1957. PDF Page 430-432. 
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I Excerpt 
I [ ... ] He noted the attorney general's office held in 1917 that Pamunkey and Mattaponi 

Indians II are exempt from all taxes-state, local or otherwise. 11 

L 

Almond said a King William County Circuit Court Decision of 1919 held that an Indian 
residing on the Mattaponi reservation could not be taxed by the county or the state, 
although personal property owned by an Indian off the reservation was liable to taxation. 
[ ... ] 106 

During this period, tribal leadership continued to monitor and safeguard tribal hunting and fishing rights. 
Such efforts demonstrate a recognition of the importance of these practices as a central livelihood strategy 
for the community. In 1940, Assistant Chief ■■■■■I, citing an article in the Tidewater Review, 
inquired of the Governor about the license exemption for tribal members fishing off the reservation. While 
the Governor responded that no changes had been made regarding Indians being required to have a license, 
the exchange shows that the tribal government continuously monitored external legislation to ensure the 
protection of tribal rights. 

Table C3-22. External Relations, 1940-1959: License Exemption. 

r 
Date Excer t 
June 26, 1940 Dear Governor-

July 6, 1940 

I am enclosing a clipping from, "The Tidewater Review," paper issue June 13th, 1940, 
carrying a ruling of our Hon. Ex. Sec'y M.D. Hart of the State Commission of Game and 
Inland Fisheries. That the Indians on the Reservation could not fish beyond the boundary 
line of same without a license. 

Have their been any recent act of the Legislature depriving these Indians of this 
priviledge? [sic] which they have long enjoyed, and was granted to them by the Colonial 
laws, and signed by one of the early Governors of Va. That the Indians of the Tidewater, 
have a right to fish & oyster without a permit or license. This ruling is far reaching. We 
feel that our Hon. Ex. Sec'y M.D. Hart wants to deal honestly with his red brothers who 
have become his friends and next door neighbors. [ .. . ] Hon Great White Chieftian, we 
appeal to you for the protection of our rights and privileges, which our people have long 
enjoyed. We feel that you would not make our burdens any heavier, as you are acquainted 
with the fact that we have only 67 acres of land left. With about 80 inhabitants living on 
same with a water front of about 250 or 300 yds. Fishing is one of our main sources of 
livelihood. The fate of our people, rests with you and your "great council," as the state has 
only provided a 7th Grade education for us. How can we face the advanced civilization of 
the world to-day? [ ... ] 

__J Assit' 

7 [ ... ] Dear Chief 

107 

Colonel W.M. Kemper, Executive Assistant to Governor Price has forwarded me your 
letter of June 26th which I have read with interest. 

There has been no recent act of the Legislature affecting the status of the Indians. [ ... ] 

1 

106 Staff, "Almond Cites 1658 Statute to Exempt Indian Car Tags," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), July 5, 1957. 
See Also: Staff, "Indians Don't Need County Auto Tags," The Washington Post (Washington D. C.), July 5, 1957. 
107 Letter from Assistant Chief••••■ to Governor Price, 26 June 1940, Chief••••■ Collection, Section 1, PDF 
Pages 2 & 3. 
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Carl H. Nolting, Chainnan 108 

Ceremonial Representation 

During the period between 1940 and 1959, l\1attaponi leaders represented the tribe at intertribal events and 
hosted Commonwealth officials on the reservation. Ceremonial events included 'Peter Jones Day' described 
as a reenactment of English settlement and a buffalo dinner hosted by the Richmond Chapter of the Izaak 
Walton League of America (June 23, 1954; December 10, 1958). During the annual tax tribute of 1954, 
Chief■■■■■I invited the Governor to the reservation, and in December the Governor and his family 
visited to reservation and museum demonstrating a significant relationship between the Chief and 
Commonwealth (December 16, 1954). Each of these examples indicates the Tribal Government 
representing the Tribe and connecting with intertribal and State leaders. 

Table C3-24. External Relations, 1940-1959: Ceremonial Re resentation. 

Date Excer t 
May 24, 1940 [ ... ] Representing the original Indian rulers of a vast domain in the exercises were Chief 

Walter Bradby of the Pamill1keys, ChiefE. P. Bradby of the Chickhominies and Chief 0 
T. Custale■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ of the Mattaponis. [ ... ] Officers 
of the association directing the memorial exercises were J\.ifrs. R. J. Thurston, president; 
Mrs. Remy Garber, vice- president; J\.ifrs. Vern on Rice, treasurer, and J\.ifrs. Henry 
Leonard, secretary. 109 

June 23, 1954 

June 26, 1954 

[ ... ] At the harbor to meet "Peter Jones" will be Mayor Churchill G. Dunn and Vice 
Mayor Gordon T. Winfield; a band ofMattaponi Indians (real ones); members of the 
committee; and representatives of the Boy Scouts, the Improved Order of Red Men, and 
other organizations. 

Chief 0. T. Custalow ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ of the Mattaponi Tribe, 
is scheduled to greet the returning colonial trader on behalf of all the tribes of Virginia. 
The chief is a direct descendant of King Powhatan, who ruled some 32 tribes of an 
Algonquin Indian nation that controlled Eastern Virginia when white setters like Peter 
Jones first came. [ ... ] 

At about 2 p. m ., after a "break" for lunch, the ceremonies will continue on Franklin St. 
between Sy cam ore and Momoe Sts [sic]. On this site, the Mattaponi Indians will perfonn 
tribal war dances, and two contests will be judged. [ ... ] 110 

[ ... ] On hand to make the returned wanderer feel at home were Chief Custalow-
and a half dozen of his braves and squaws from the 

Mattaponi Indian Reservation in King William County- some of whose ancestors in the 
mighty tribes of Powhatan traded with Peter Jones, it was duly noted. (The chief observed 
he is a direct descendant of Powhatan.) 

Mayor Churchill G. Dunn greeted the old trader as he stepped ashore, and presented both 
him and Chief Custalow with keys to the city, while several hundred citizens watched. 
[ ... ]111 

~ cember 16, 1954 Stanley Visits Mattaponi Indians 

108 Letter from C. Nolting to·•••■, 6 July 1940, Chie··•·• Collection, Section 1, PDF Page 4. 
109 Staff, "Indians Re-enact Welcome to English Settlers Here," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 24, 1940. 
11 0 Staff, "'Peter Jones' Will Arrive," The Progress Index (Petersburg, VA), Jrme 23, 1954. 
111 Crockford, Hamilton, "Petersburg Welcomes Its Formder," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), June 26, 19 54. 
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Governor Thomas B. Stanley paid surprise visit to the Mattaponi Indian Reservation 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 5. Chief 0. T. Custalow 

was notified of the visit by telephone late that morning and the Governor and his 
party arrived about 12:30 for a 3-hour stay . 

. . ] An invitation to visit the reservation had been extended the Governor by the Chief 
and tribesmen when they were in Richmond to present the annual Thanksgiving license to 
him at the Mansion. 

The Governor party was welcomed by Chief Custalow and his squaw, Elizabeth and the 
tribe members in full Indian regalia. 

During the afternoon members of the tribe executed two tribal dances, the peace dance 
and the snake dance. The Governor and his family said they especially enjoyed a tour of 
the museum on the reservation. In it are a large number oflndian relics, some of which 
date back more than 1,000 years. Mr. Stanley said that a visit to the museum is 
educational for adults as well as children. 

When the Governor learned that the reservation has only 125 acres he said that more land 
should be added to it and he promised to look into the matter. 

Chief Custalow, who is the father of 14 children, has ruled the tribe of 80 Indians since 
1940. He succeeded his father, the late 

who was chief for 26 years and died in 1949. 

_J Groups from four schools have recently visited the reservation, the Chief said. 112 

February 24, 1955 February 24, 1955 

Mattaponi Indian Reservation 
Sweet Hall, Virginia 

Dear 
Mrs. Stanley and I with our daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Chatham, and their 
four sons and Mr. and Mrs. Thos. B. Stanley, Jr. and their one son enjoyed so much our 
visit to your Reservation on December fifth, 1954. You were indeed very gracious to us. 

We thoroughly enjoyed seeing your museum and receiving your lecture on the early 
Virginia life with the Indians. 

It was a real treat to us to visit you and to meet your family and members of your tribe. 
Mrs. Stanley is very grateful to you for the gifts presented. This will long be remembered 
by all of us and with our good wishes to you always, I am 
Sincerely yours, 

J Thos. B. Stanley 113 

December 10, 19.ss"7 [ ... ] Governor Almond and the chiefs of the Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indian tribes will 
be special guests. Four quarters of buffalo were purchased by the Waltonians from the 

I federal ranges in the west where the buffalo herd must annually be thinned. 114 [ ... ] 

December 14, 1958 [ ... ] Mattaponi Indian Chief Otho Custa! 
is a man of many words. Knows much history. 

11 2 Staff, "News From Neighboring Counties," Gloucester Mathews Gazette Journal (Gloucester, VA), December 16, 1954. 
11 3 Letter from Gov. Stanley to Chief•••••' 14 February 1955, Letters from Governors, Mattaponi Indian Museum, PDF 
Page 1. 
114 Staff, "Waltonians Plan Buffalo Dinner," Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), December 10, 1958. 
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[ ... ] The Richmond Chapter, Izaak Walton League of America, purchased one of the 
buffalos and last Wednesday invited Governor Almond and his wife, and the Mattaponi 
chief and his family, as guests to something of a renewal of the first Thanksgiving ever to 
be held in the New World. 

Buffalo was served at that feast, also, only then it was provided by the Indians. The 
Mattaponi chief was emphatic on this score, much to the delight of Dick Gillis, the State 
Chamber of Commerce man who served as master of ceremonies of this bison banquet 

~ ice, perhaps for the first time in his life, Gillis was left speechless. [ ... ] 115 J 

Annual Tax Tribute 

From 1940 to 1959, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe presented its annual tribute to the Governor of Virginia, 
often alongside the Pamunkey Indian Tribe. The ceremonial event was attended by Mattaponi tribal leaders 
and tribal members. Though the treaties were originally made with the British crown, its obligations were 
conveyed to the Commonwealth, on behalf of the federal government, at Independence, and the event 
affirms the continuance of the Tribe's government-to-government relationship with Virginia. The Tribute 
was overseen by the tribal government, and its role in organizing the hunt and the delivery of the tribute is 
reflected in correspondence with the Office of the Governor of Virginia (November 29, 1947; November 
23, 1951; December 9, 1953; November 26, 1956). 

Table C3-25. External Relations, 1940-19 59: Annual Tax Tribute in Mee tin Minutes and Corres ondence. 
Date Excer t 
November 29, 1947 November 29, 1947 

Mattaponi Indian Reservation, 
Sweet Hall, Virginia. 

[illegible] 
On behalf of both Mrs. Tuck and myself I want to express our sincere appreciation for the 
Thanksgiving gift of turkey and fish which you and your children so kindly delivered to 
us last Wednesday. 

I should also like to express our best wishes for continued advancement and prosperity of 
your people in the New Year ahead. 

With kindest regard, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
Wm. M. Tuck 116 

November 23, 1951 November 23, 1951 

Mattaponi Indian Reservation 
Lester Manor, Virginia 

I My dear 

11 5 Staff, "Almond Got Bird," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), December 14, 1958. 
11 6 Letter from Governor Tuck to Chief••••■, 29 November 1947, Letters from Governors, Mattaponi Indian Museum, 
PDF Page 1. 
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Excer t 
It was indeed good to return to the Mansion and find the gifts from the Mattaponi. 
However, I was greatly disappointed to have missed your visit for the second time. 

This ancient custom is a noteworthy symbol of the generosity of your people. 

With my very best wishes to you and the members of your tribe, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

I John S. Battle 117 

Mattaponi Tribe 
Sweet Hall, Virginia 

Dear 

The head of the handsome Thanksgiving deer which the Mattopani [sic ; Mattaponi] 
presented has now been prepared for mounting and is being held at the Mansion until such 
time as you can conveniently pick it up. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
John S. Battle 118 

Mattaponi Indian Tribe 
Route 1 
West Point, Virginia 

Dear 

Thank you so much for the Thanksgiving tribute. I am enclosing prints made at the 
presentation at the Mansion. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Thos. B. Stanley 119 

Newspapers and periodicals further detail the tradition throughout this period. This included general 
descriptions in responses to inquiries (January 27, 1945; December 27, 1948)) as well as recounting of the 
ceremony and its attendees (e.g. November 30, 1944; November 27, 1946; December 5, 1946; November 
24, 1949; November 27, 1952; November 24, 1955; November 27, 1958). 

117 Letter from Governor Battle to Chief••••■, 23 November 1951, Letters from Governors, Mattaponi Indian Museum, 
PDF Page 1. 
11 8 Letter from Governor Battle to Chief•··•·' 9 December 1953, Governor Battle, John Stewart, Executive Papers, 
Accession 24504, State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, Box 136, Folder "Indian 
Problems," PDF Page 3. 
119 Letter from Governor Stanley to Chief··••■, 26 November 1956, Governor Stanley, Thomas B., Executive Papers, 
Accession 25184, State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, Box 81, Folder 11, PDF Page 
8. 
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[ able C3-26. External Relq_tionsJ.2..40-1959: Annual Tax Tribute in Newspapers. 
Date Excerot 
1942 [ .... ] according to the ancient custom, still present their annual tribute of game the 

governor in lieu of taxes; and a few 'Mattaponies' of even more doubtful purity on the 
other side of the county .120 

November 30, 1944 I TURKEY FOR GOVERNOR An 18-pound wild turkey gobbler was presented to 
Governor Darden yesterday for his Thanksgiving dinner by 0. T. Custalo 

January 27, 1945 

October 24, 1945 

chief of the Mattaponi Indian tribe of Virginia. It was the 
second Thanksgiving gift of wild meat presented to the Chief Executive within 10 days. 
The other was a 150-pound deer, gift of the Pam unkey tribe." 121 

"Indians Reservations [ .. ] 

2. Which is the tribe that makes its annual gift of game to the Governor? - :Mrs. W. W., 
Lacrosse. Answer: Both the Pamilllkeys and the Mattaponis follow this custom." 122 

Is it law or custom that requires payment of a deer to the Governor of Virginia by the 
Indians each Fall?- Missionary Group, Churchville. 

Each Year, just before Thanksgiving Day, the Pamilllkey Indians bring the Governor a 
tribute of game, which may or may not be one or more deer. [ . .. ]The Mattaponi tribe of 
Virginia Indians has also brought traditional tributes of game and fish to the Governor.123 

November 27, 1946 Indians Present Wild Turkey To Governor 

Chief 0. T. Custalow ■■■■■■■■■■111111■■■• of the Mattaponi Indians 
came in Richmond yesterday to present Governor Tuck with a wild turkey, the renewal of 

I an ancient tribal custom .124 

December 5, 1946 [ ... ] That picturesque ceremony of the Mattiponi [ sic; Mattaponi] Indians presenting their 
offering of game to the Governor of Virginia as rental for the reservation which they 
occupy in the Old Dominion is observed every year, the amount of game varying. This 

year Chief 0. T. Custalow■■■■■--■■■■■■■- with feathered 
headdress and in full regulation trapping of his tribe, presented Governor Tuck with a fine 
wild turkey. The Chief was accompanied by two little Indian maidens, his daughters, also 
in tribal costume, and altogether, with the nice exception of modern Governor William 
Tuck, presenting a picture that might have been taken in Governor Spotswood's time. [ ... ] 
125 

December 27, 1948 Q. I have had an argument with fellow workers about a tribe of Indians living in Virginia, 
who presented the Governor of the State with a wild turkey each year at Thanksgiving. I 
would like a little information about the custom, the name of the Indians, the size and 
location of their abode. - W S , Jr., Dublin. [ . .. ] 

The Mattaponi tribe of Virginia Indians has also brought tributes of game and fish to the 
Governor. 126 

120 Ryland, Elizabeth H., "Pamunkey Neck: The Birth of a Virginia County," The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 50, 
no. 4 (October 1942): PDF Page 326. 
121 Staff, "Turkey For Governor," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), November 30, 1944. 
122 Staff, "Questions And Answers," Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), January 27, 1945. 
123 Staff, "Indian Tribute," Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), October 24, 1945. 
124 Staff, "Today's News in Brief," The Arlington Daily (Arlington, VA), November 27, 1946. 
125 Staff, "Most Any--- and Everything," The Virginia Star (Culpeper, VA), December 5, 1946. 
126 Staff, "Questions And Answers," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), December 27, 1948. 
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J Excer t 
Each year Chief Custalow■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■- who dressed 
in full tribal regalia, carried turkey and other game to the Governor's mansion on 
Thanksgiving. 127 

The animal was presented by 0. T. Custalow 
chief of the all-but extinct tribe. [ .. ] 128 

November 24, 1950 I Generosity, traditional to the season, took the stop-light yesterday as Virginians celebrated 
Thanksgiving. 

Chief O T Custalow of the Mattaponi Indian 
tnbe, gave Governor Battle the customary turkey [ ] 129 

----l 
vember 21, 19s"l7 Thanksgiving bounty- an 18 pound wild turkey and two five pound rockf1sh - were 

brought to Richmond this afternoon by the :Mattapom Indians for Governor Battle. Sorry, 

November 27, 1952 

no deer. 

Mattaponi Chief Custalo1■■-■■■■■■-■■■■■ said he got the 
turkey about 8 :30 AM today while hunting on the tribal reservation in King William 
County . 

. . ] 

Accompanying Custalow were his son, Thundercloud 
and Princess White Feather. 

~ sentatlon of tnbute by Indians to the Governor 1s a custom datmg to Colonial times 130 

fT: ] Members of two of the Indian tribes of Tidewater, Va., the Pamunkeys and the 
Mattaponis, pay tribute to the governor of Virginia at Thanksgivmg The reservations of 
both these tribes are situated in King William County of the "Old Dominion." The 
Pamunkey reservation is about thirty-five miles from Richmond. The Mattaponis are 
about ten miles from the Pamunkeys, separated from them by a strip of land which 
gradually passed into the hands of the white man. 

The Pamunkey tribe was one of about thirty tribes under control of Powhatan, father of 
Pocahontas. Powhatan was one of the few Indians whose names have come down in 
history as leaders of their people. The Mattaponis residing along the banks of the 
Mattaponi river, are thought to be a part of the Pamunkey tribe. 

In their treaty of peace with the English in 1642, it was required of the Pamunkey tribe, 
"that in March of each year their great men should tender obedience to the Right 
Honorable Governor at his place of residence. Twenty beaver skins were to be brought to 
the governor in acknowledgment of the fact that these Indians held their crowns and lands, 
~ the great King of England." 

127 Staff, "G. F. Custalow, Mattaponis' Chieftain Dies," Richmond News L eader (Richmond, VA), Maich 19, 1949; Staff, "George 
F. Custalow, ChiefOfMattaponi Indians, Dies," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), Maich 19, 1949; Staff, "Indian Chief 
To Be Given Tribal Burial," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), Maich 20, 1949; Staff, "George F. Custalow," Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), Maich 22, 1949; Staff, "Annual Indian Tribute Is Presented To Gov. Tuck," The Daily 
Review (Clifton Forge, VA), November 23, 1949; Staff, "Indian Chief Custalow Given Tribal Burial," The Tidewater Review (West 
Point, VA), Maich 24, 1949; Staff, "Fair Thanksgiving Weather Due in Morning; Forecaster Says It Will Be Colder Tonight," 
Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), November 24, 1949. 
128 Staff, "Fair Thanksgiving Weather Due in Morning; Forecaster Says It Will Be Colder Tonight," Richmond Times Dispatch 
(Richmond, Virginia), November 24, 1949 . 
129 Staff, "Indians Give Turkey To Gov. Battle," The Bee (Danville, VA), November 24, 1950, See also: Staff, "Thanksgiving Is 
Maiked By Generosity," The Evening Leader (Staunton, VA), November 24, 1950. 
130 Staff, "Governor Gets Turkey, But No Deer," Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), November 21, 1951. 
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After the beaver had become extinct, the Pamunkey Indians, according to the treaty of 
1677, were required to "take a tribute of game, skins or fish to the governor of Virginia." 
This treaty, although not now compulsory is still being observed, as the Pamunkey Indians 
on the reservation bring their annual gifts to the governor of Virginia at Thanksgiving. 

Usually, they bring a deer and perhaps a turkey, wild geese, duck or fish, depending upon 
what they have been able to find. Chief Custalow 

of the Mattaponis, and Chief Cook of the Pamunkeys, with several members of 
their families, come for the presentation. The gifts are swinging from a pole which is 
borne on the shoulders of the chiefs or their elaborate headdress of feathers and their 
ceremonial robes, and execute a tribal dance. [ ... ] 131 

Members of the Mattaponi tribe present Governor Battle with a Thanksgiving deer, a 
long-standing custom of the Virginia tribe. The 12-point deer was killed by the braves 
Friday afternoon. From left: Chief O T. Custalo 

Lewis Brooks ], Diane Lynn Custalow 
], Jacob V. Custla ], Claudia 

Jessup, a playmate of the Governor's grandchildren, Anne Battle, the Governor's 
granddaughter, Governor Battle, Dewey Custalow 

and Jack Custalow; 132 

Gov. Stanley was presented with a Thanksgiving offering of fish and wild turkey today by 
V1rgmia's Mattapom Indians. 

Chief O T. Custalow ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ in ceremonial feathers, 
made the presentation on the steps of the executive mansion, where yesterday the chief of 
the Pamunkey tribe, Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook, had given the governor a deer, a Canada 
goose and a brace of mallard ducks. 

The two tribes, following a long-standing tradition, have presented Virginia governors 
with tributes of wild game just prior to Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. [ ... ] 133 

November 24, 1955 Chief 0. T. Custalo and Little Chief Blue 
Wing present a turkey and three rockfish to Governor 
Stanley on the steps of the Mansion. The game came from the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation, where the chiefs tribe lives as technical wards of the State. The gift of game 

~ the Governor is a ritual of many years' standing. 134 

June 18, 1958 [ ... ] Both the Pamunkey and the Mattaponi Indian tribes vied with each other to fetch him 
venison, fish and wild fowl at Thanksgiving. 135 

November 27, 1958 Chief 0. T. Custalow■■■■■■■■■■■■■-(left)oftheMattaponi 
tribe and Chief Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook of the Pamunkeys delivered the Virginia 
Indians' traditional gift of game and fish to Governor Almond on Thanksgiving eve. Four­
year-old "Little Chief Blue Wing" Custalow■■■■■■■■■-■■ lent a hand. 
Mattaponi huntsmen brought in a 19-pound wild turkey, plus some rockfish, while 
Pamunkey marksmen- using firearms instead of arrows- bagged the 100-pound buck. J 
Custom oflndians' Thanksgiving tribute to Governor dates back to Colonial times. 136 

~-------~-
131 Staff, "On Opening the Mail," The Kansas City Star (Kansas, MO), November 27, 1952. 
132 Staff, "Following The Deer Tradition," Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), November 23, 1953. 
133 Staff, "Mattaponis Offer Traditional Gift To Gov. Stanley," Newport News Daily Press (Newport, VA), November 25, 1954. 
See Also: Staff, "Traditional Tribute," Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), November 25, 19 54. 
134 Staff, "Traditional Tribute," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), November 24, 1955. See also: Staff, "Traditional 
Tribute," Dayton Daily News (Dayton, OH), November 25, 1955. 
135 Foster Jr., William B., "Gifts to Governors Seen No Va. Problem," Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), June 18, 1958. 
136 Staff, "Thanksgiving Tribute," Richmond Times Virginia (Richmond, VA), November 27, 1958. See Also: Staff, "Richmond, 
Va.," The Bradenton Herald (Bradenton, FL), November 27, 1958. 
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J Excer t 
The paying of tribute by Indians in colonial days is still evident in twentieth-century 
Virginia. On the basis of the 1677 treaty, tribes such as the Pamunkey and Mattaponi, who 
live on reservations in King William County, voluntarily present each year to the 
Governor of Virginia a token tribute of game at Thanksgiving. 137 

[ ... ]In front of the Governor's Mansion a 5-year-old Mattaponi Indian boy named Little 
Chief Blue Wing··••••••·•· was dancing over a dead wild turkey 
and some rockfish. He was in costume and was dancing in the best Indian tradition, 
hunched, knees bent, head bobbing. The significance of the dance wasn't explained, but 
the turkey and rockfish represented the annual tribute to the governor from the remnants 
of the Mattaponi tribe. Tribal Indians have been paying tribute in lieu of taxes in Virginia 
for more than 300 years. 138 

The external relations outlined above demonstrate :Mattaponi leaders exerting political authority (83.11 
(c)(2)(i)) throughout the period from 1940 to 1959 by "representing the entity in dealing with outsiders in 
matters of consequence," (83.11( c)) through various efforts to safeguard tribal status. The inclusion of 
members in activities like the Tribute is indicative of the Tribe's ability ' 'to mobilize significant numbers 
of members and significant resources from its members for entity purposes" (83.ll(c)(l)(i)). The tribute 
ceremony also demonstrates "widespread knowledge, communication, or involvement in political 
processes" 83.ll(c)(l)(iii)). Participation in each of these events from tribal members shows that ''the 
membership consider issues acted upon or actions taken by entity leaders or governing bodies to be of 
importance" (83 .11 ( c )( 1 )(ii)). The instances of representing the Tribe at ceremonial events and the tax 
tribute in conjunction with the Pamunkey Tribe The government of a federally recognized Indian tribe has 
a significant relationship with the leaders or the governing body of the petitioner (83.11 (c)(l)(vi)). 

The conflict and subsequent characterization of the Reservation in the 1940 census highlights the tribal 
government's continuing role in the allocation of "entity resources such as land, residence rights, and the 
like" (83 .11 ( c )(2)(i)(A)) and its ability to exert "strong influence on the behavior of individual members" 
(83.11 (c)(2)(i)(C)). The question of whether :Mattaponi members were subject to the selective service and 
its role in interfacing with governmental agencies on behalf on tribal members in regards to education 
demonstrates a concern with tribal members' livelihood strategies and demonstrates the tribal government's 
ability to "organize or influence economic subsistence activities" (83.11 ( c )(2)(i)(D) ). In conjunction with 
mediating communication and relationships with intertribal and state officials, the entry offederal agencies 
into activities on behalf of the Tribe, such as coordinating education at the Cherokee Indian school, shows 
a recognition federal responsibility with regard to the Tribe. 

Evidentiary A(ZJJlicabil ity 

Overall, the evidence presented above demonstrates that the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe meets Criterion 83.11 
( c )( 1) and ( c )(2) throughoutthe period from 1940 to 1959. Additionally, the evidence from meeting minutes 
and primary and secondary sources are sufficient to fulfill Criterion 83.11 ( c)(2) at a high level and thus 
should be interpreted to meet Criterion 83.11 (b )(2)(v) for the same period. 

137 Robinson, W. Stitt., "Tributary Indians in Colonial Virginia," The Virginia M agazine of History and Biography 67, no. 1, 
(January 1959): 49-64 [PDF 17]. 
138 McDowell Jr. , Charles, "Enter the Smiler Without the Knife," R ichmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), December 13, 1959. 
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4. Criterion (c): 1960 to 1979 

Introduction 

Throughout the period of 1960 to 1979, the I\lfattaponi tribal government continued to exert political 
authority over the Reservation and tribal members, in fulfillment of Criterion ( c) of 25 CFR 83.11. 
Examples of the I\lfattaponi tribal government acting as an "autonomous entity" that held "political 
influence or authority over its members" (83 .11( c )( 1)) include the ability to "mobilize significant numbers 
of members and significant resources ... for entity purposes" (83.11 (c)(l)(i)) through tribal elections and 
participation in key tribal events such as the annual tribute to the Governor. Participation from tribal 
members in political processes established through tribal laws indicates that "many of the membership 
consider issues acted upon or actions taken by entity leaders or governing bodies to be of importance" 
(83.11 (c)(l)(ii)) and that there is ''widespread knowledge, communication, or involvement in political 
processes" ( 83.11( c )(1 )(iii)). During this period, the I\lfattaponi Tribal Council joined Pamunkey leaders to 
lobby for hunting license exemptions and the continuation of their state-funded hatcheries, which 
demonstrates the durable relationships between the I\lfattaponi and other federally recognized Indian Tribes 
(83.11 (c)(l)(vi)). Regular maintenance of tribal institutions such as the hatchery, and federal funds used 
for upgrading tribal members' homes through a HUD grant additionally show the active use of "land set 
aside by a State for the petitioner" (83.11 ( c )( 1 )(vii)). 

Moreover, the pursuit and allocation of federal funds for housing repair along with the allotment of tribal 
lands show the tribal government's ability to "allocate entity resources such as land, residence rights, and 
the like" (83.11 (c)(2)(i)(A)). Tribal members' continued adherence to tribal laws is indictive of the tribal 
government's ability to exert "strong influence on the behavior of individual members, such as the 
establishment or maintenance of norms or the enforcement of sanctions to direct or control behavior" (83 .11 
(c)(2)(i)(C)). During this period, the I\lfattaponi Tribal Council presided over tribal court proceedings, 
demonstrating the existence of mechanisms to "settle disputes," (83 .11 ( c )(2)( i)(B)). Additionally, the tribal 
government's management of federal funds through the Comprehensive Employment Training Act and 
similar activities indicate its ability to organize "economic subsistence activities," (83 .11 ( c )(2)( i)(D) ). Such 
evidence, by meeting the requirements of25 CFR 83.11 ( c)(2), has "provided more than sufficient evidence 
to demonstrate distinct community" for the period from 1960 to 1979, and thus fulfills the crossover 
provision in 25 CFR 83.11 (b)(2)(v). 

Tribal Leadership 

In the period of 1960 to 1979, the I\lfattaponi Indian Tribe chose political leaders through regular elections. 
After the passing of Chief O.T. Custalow in 1969, Curtis Custalow, Sr. was elected as Chief for a period of 
two years. Once elected, the Chief had the option of serving a two-year or four-year term. Chief Curtis 
Custalow served consecutively until 1977. Webster Custalow served as Assistant Chief under Chief Curtis 
Custalow, Sr. and was elected as Chief in 1977. Jacob Vincent Custalow, Sr. served as Assistant Chief 
under Chief Webster Custalow until his passing in 1982. Tribal citizen and reservation resident -

described tribal leadership during this period: 

Well, I remember Grandpa, of course, 
I can't remember for the life of me at this time who his assistant was. I really can't 

remember right now. But elders, usually the elder men, I think Uncle 
] was a councilman at the time. Uncle 

was a councilman. I think Uncle 
and I believe Dadd 

was a councilman at the time. And I'm not gonna say that that was all, but that's 
who comes to mind. And then later, when Grandpa passed away in [19]69 and elections 
were held again, then my daddy was elected as chief, and Uncle■■■ was his assistant. 
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And then the council kind of consisted of the same 'cause those folks were still living. 
Consisted of those same folks that I just mentioned just now. Daddy had a lot of health 
issues arising from World War II. And he resigned due to health in [19]77 and then that's 
when the assistant chief, Uncle was elected as chief. But your daddy, your dad 
was assistant chief? Uncle 

Offices within the tribal government, aside from Chief and Assistant Chief, were also elective. During this 
period positions included: Secretary, Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurer. Leadership roles within the 
Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church often overlapped with the leadership of the tribal government. Chief O.T. 
Custalow was ordained as a Baptist minister and Councilman Harvey N. Custalow acted as Reverend of 
the Tribe's church. 

Table C4-1. Tribal Leaders, 1960-1979. - - -
Date Title Tribal Leaders 
1949 - 1969 Chief Otha Thomas Custalow ]2 

- - -
1969 - 1977 Chief Curtis Lee Custalow Sr. J 

1977 - 2003 Chief Daniel Webster Custalow ]4 
- - -

1949 - 1977 Assistant Chief Daniel Webster Custalow ]5 
1977 - 1982 Assistant Chief Jacob Vincent Custalow Sr. ]6 

- - -
1959 ca. - 1982 Councilman William Garnett Custalow ]7 --

Ernest Alexander Langston Sr. • ]8 I 1969 ca. - 1996 Councilman 

, "Interview: " By and , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, March 23, 2023, 
PDF Page 9; Anthropologist Helen Rountree also conducted fieldwork on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation at this time and 
observed the Council election process. See: Class Fieldtrip to Mattaponi Reservation Notes, 14 March 1970, Helen C. Rountree, 
Fieldnotes, 1969-1973, Helen C. Rountree Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, National 
Anthropological Archives, Washington, D.C., Box 2, PDF Page 23. 
2 Staff, ''To Ordain Custalow Baptist Evangelist," The Tidewater R eview (West Point, VA), January 21 , 1960; Staff, ''Troop's 
Trooper Tapped For Indian Brotherhood," Suffolk News-Herald (Suffolk, VA), May 14, 1961 ; Staff, "Listening Post," The Times 
Recorder (Zanesville, OH), February 9, 1962; Staff, "Old Church MYF To Hear Talk By Chief Custalow," The Tidewater Review 
(West Point, VA), February 21, 1963; Marble, Robert L., "Hatcheries Bill Out Of Committee Following Plea By Indian Chief," 
Newport News Daily Dispatch (Newport, VA), February 14, 1964; Staff, "DAR To Hear Indian Chief," Rappahannock Record 
(Kilmarnock, VA), January 7, 1965; Staff, "Mattaponi Tribe Adopts Newport News Woman," Newport News Daily Dispatch 
(Newport, VA), January 12, 1966; Staff, "Scouts Arrive Wet- But Safe After Trip On Mattoponi [sic]," Southside Sentinel 
(Urbanna, VA), March 30, 1967; Staff, "Area Indians Visit Assembly," Southside Sentinel (Urbanna, VA), February 22, 1968; 
Staff, "Indian Chief and Son to Visit First Baptist Church March 30-- 9:40 A.M," The Times (Munster, IN), March 28, 1969 . 
3 Staff, "Mattaponi Chief Named," Newport News Daily Press (Newport, VA), November 1, 1969; Staff, "UPI- The Mattaponi 
Indians," The Herald Citizen Tri-County Shopper (Woodstock, IL), January 28, 1970; Furgurson, Ernest. B., ''The Advantages of 
Backwater Living," The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD), February 18, 1971; Staff, "Haliwar [sic] Indian Tribes Meet Today," 
Durham Morning Herald (Durham, NC), April 14, 1972; Staff, "Haliwa Tribe Plans Pow Wow on April 20," The Robesonian 
(Lumberton, North Carolina), April 11, 1973; Staff, "Reservations Granted $250,000," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), July 16, 1975; Staff, "Annual Tribute," N ewport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 27, 1975; Powell, L. , 
"AFS Exchange students reveal their impressions before leaving for their homes," The Daily Mail (Hagerstown, MD), July 9, 197 6; 
Byrd, J., "Mattaponi live in present with regard for past," The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), September 6, 1978; Harrell, B., 
"Va. Indians open festival," The Smithfield Times (Smithfield, VA), July 18, 1979 . 
4 Staff, "Congressman Paul Trible," Glo-Quips (Gloucester, VA) December 14, 1977; Parrott, J., "Life Has Few Wrinkles for 
Soviet Emigre," Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, CA), November 24, 1978; Budahn, P. J., ''The Heritage Of Us All ," Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), September 17, 1979; Staff, "Even Woolly Worms Unsure Of Weather," Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, VA.), November 14, 1979; Staff, "Paying Taxes," The Columbia Record (Columbia, SC), November 
22, 1979. 
5 Staff, "Mattaponi Chief Named," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 1, 1969; Virginia House of 
Delegates, 1994, Resolution: House Joint Resolution No.22 Commending Chief■■-■--, Richmond, Virginia. 
6 Staff, "What's Happening in West Point Sept. 7, 8, 9?" Southside Sentinel (Urbanna, VA), September 6, 1978. 
7 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 30 October 1969, ■■■■■■■■ Private Collection; Personal Communication with Tribal 
Council, 19 October 2024. 
8 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 30 October 1969,■■■■■■■■ Private Collection. 
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Title l....!!:.ibal Leaders -
Councilman David Windell Custalow Sr. 
Councilman Harvey Nathaniel Custalow ] 
Councilman George Forrest Custalow Jr. 
Councilman Bradley Leon Custalow l 
Councilman Alfred Lucian Alim ond Sr. 
Ordained :Minister Otha Thomas Custalow 
Reverend r Harvey Nathaniel Custalo 
Secretary :Malcolm Tecumseh Custalow Sr. 
Treasurer [ Solomon Dewey Custalow Jr. 

1969- 1974 ca. !Assistant Treasurer Ralph Dewey Custalow 

Conclusion 

]9 
]10 

-]11 
-]12 
-J 13 -14 

15 

]16 
]17 

18 I 

The succession of tribal leaders in this period shows the existence of a "continuous line of entity leaders" 
(83.11 ( c)(l)(viii)) who played key roles in the exercise of political authority under criterion 83.11 ( c)(2)(i). 
Established political processes to govern elections and the transfer of power, discussed further below, 
demonstrate the existence of "the widespread knowledge, communication, or involvement in political 
processes" (83.11 (c)(l)(iii)) by tribal members. The breadth and overlap of leadership within the central 
tribal institutions of the government and the church show that ''the membership consider issues acted upon 
or actions taken by entity leaders or governing bodies to be of importance" (83.11 (c)(l)(ii)). 

Resource Use and Allocation 

During the period between 1960 to 1979, the Mattaponi tribal government administered tribal laws that 
governed the allocation of land and resources on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. Most important in this 
was the regulation of tribal lands on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. In a 1974 interview, Chief Curtis 
Custalow Sr. [Curtis Lee Custalow Sr.; b.1916 - d.2001] described the way reservation property was 
handled: 

This land has never been deeded or recorded to any individual EVER; it has always been 
held collectively by Mattaponi. [ ... ] As I stated before, the land is held collectively by the 

9■■■■■-·, "Interview:■■■■■■•," By•••• and ••••• , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, July 12, 
2023, PDF Page 5; Personal Communication with Tribal Council, 19 October 2024. 
10 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 30 October 1969,======= Private Collection. 
11 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 30 October 1971, Private Collection. 
12 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 9 May 1997, Tribal Government Collection; Personal Communication with 

19 October 2024. 
13 Personal Communication with Tribal Council, 19 October 2024. 
14 Staff, ''To Ordain Custalow Baptist Evangelist," The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), January 21, 1960; Staff, ''Troop's 
Trooper Tapped For Indian Brotherhood," Suffolk News-Herald (Suffolk, VA), May 14, 1961; Staff, "Indian Chief, Squaw Hosts 
to Golden Agers," The Hopewell News (Hopewell, VA), October 12, 1962; Staff, "Chief Custalow to Speak Sunday," 
Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), July 29, 1965; Staff, ''Turkey, 10 Fish Meet Tax Bill," Journal Herald (Dayton, OH), 
November 24, 1966; Staff, "Cub Scouts Spend Day with Indians At Mattaponi Reservation On Sun," The Farmville Herald 
(Faimville, VA), April 25, 1969. 
15 Staff, "Mattiponi [ sic; Mattaponi] Chief to be Ordained," Newport News Daily Press (Newport, VA), Januaiy 23, 1960 ; Staff, 
"Indian Church Sets Home-Corning," The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), August 22, 1963; Staff, "Indian Leaders Expected 
for Chickahorniny Festival," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), September 20, 1970. 
16 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 30 October 1969, •••••••■ Private Collection; Personal Communication, 

., 12 October 2024. 
17 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 30 October 1969, Private Collection. 
18 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 11 June 1970, Private Collection. 
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people, by the government, and no one holds a clear deed or title to any parcel of land. 19 

[ ... ] 

The continuation of the Mattaponi Tribal Council's oversight over and regulation of land and resources on 
the Mattaponi Indian Reservation is indicative of its political authority throughout this period. 

Reservation Allotments 

The assignment of allotments during the period from 1960 to 1979 included the splitting of allotments to 
accommodate new citizens and the reco ition of the inheritance of homes. Chief Curtis Custalow Sr. 

described how the process for splitting allotments to 
accommodate reinstated tribal members evolved in response to sanitation issues: 

What we did back then because the law says that the largest lot shall be cut in half to make 
room for those that have no land at all, no lot at all. But then we realized that we had to set 
some type of standard because of the modern day living. Everybody on the reservation has 
an individual septic system, drain field and all that go with it, and wells, independent wells 
for each household on Reservations. We have to have at least three quarters of an acre for 
each holding. Now, we felt that that was a little bit shy and some of the time somebody 
might have an acre and a half ofland, but they have that well in their septic system situated 
in such a manner that you can't very well cut that acre in a half to make three quarters of 
an acre because you would be very well getting pollution from somebody's septic system 
into someone's drinking water or well water_,,zo 

In the case of an allotment holder passing away, their spouse has lifetime rights to live on the reservation 
or they can bequeath the lot to a Mattaponi descendant. For example, after the death of Chief O. T. Custalow, 
a Town Meeting was held to assign the lot for the Mattaponi Indian Museum, which was owned collectively 
by 0. T. 's thirteen living children (April 1970). Meeting minutes during this period also outline the process 
of relinquishing part of an allotment back to the Tribe to be redistributed (July 21, 1972). In previous 
decades, tribal law stipulated that the largest lot would be cut for a new lot. However, by this time the 
Mattaponi population was beginning to outgrow the reservation.21 For a new allotment, someone would 
have to relinquish part of theirs back to the Tribe, and the Mattaponi Tribal Council would reallot the land 
to someone else. 

Table C4-2 Resource Use and Allocation, 1960-1979 · Reservation Allotments in Tribal Meetinf!. Minutes 
Date Excerpt 
April 1970 Mattaponi Indian Museum Inc. 

Town Meeting held to assign lot for museum to decide operate on. Meeting presided over 
~ M~~ 
opened with prayer by councilman 

Moved by councilman ] and 
second by Councilman (Head) 

that the Mattaponi Indian Museum Inc be [invocable?] allowed to operate the 
museum where it is now, located on the lot of the deceased -

19 Transcription from tape of Chief••••• talking to students, 23 February 1974, Helen C. Rountree, Fieldnotes, 1973-
1982 Helen C. Rountree Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, National Anthropological Archives, 
Washington, D.C. Box 2, PDF Page 7. 
20 ......... , Interview: Chickaliominy Fall Festival, 1981, Edited by Helen Rountree, National Antlrropological 
Archive, Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, Original edition, Helen Rountree, PDF Page 3. 
21 Law Ledger, 16 June 1914, ••••••• Private Collection, PDF Pages 9-10. 
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Excer t 
who died Oct 

18 -1969 

The Heirs of the late 
owners of the above mentioned museum also be under Grand father clause everything 
belongs and stops when it is without any interference to the Heirs of the late 

or the Museum. Museum was begun in the home of-and-
~ _22[ ... ] 

March 1971 asked permission to be 
reinstated and also to regain possession of his house situated on his lot. Moved & duly 
second 

Permission was granted 23 

July 21, 1972 [ ... ] 
This meeting was called by 
For a lot. has agreed to relinquish ¾ of an acre frontage back [ ... ] 

second by That the 
lot of will be cut just as the letter reads and diagram shows. The lot 
will be cut ( 52) yards fifty two yards of an acre wide begining [sic] at the west comer 
adjoining the school lot proceeding east along road. 

Dividing line will run north to south parallel to the school lot. Joining lots of 
and 

Carried!!! 

Motion made by ■■-■-■I second by 
that the said tribe will except [sic] the plot of land from to be 

granted to . This plot of land will be granted and recorded to -
to occupied [sic] and hold according to the law of this Mattaponi tribe. 

Carried!! !24 

Tribal members who live or have family on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation are well versed in the 
intricacies of the allotment process.25 Several tribal members described the process their families went 
through to attain property in oral history interviews. 

Table C4-3. Resource Use and Allocation, 1960-1979: ReservationAllotments in Interviews. 

f;liiterviewee Date Excer~ 
1970 ca. -: Can you describe any of the tribal government's involvement on 

the allotment? For example, can you describe the process of how the 
tribal government made decisions on the allotted land to tribal 
members?] 

22 Law Ledger, April 1970, Private Collection, PDF Page 48. 
23 Law Ledger, March 1971 , Private Collection, PDF Page 45. 
24 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 21 July 1972 Collection. 
25 Oral history interviews that discuss family allotments during this period include , and 
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Date 

1975 ca. 

1975 ca. 

--+-E_ xcere!_ 
Yeah, as far as I know we had to write a letter asking to be reinstated. 
And then they would hold their council meeting and decide from there.26 

I asked to be reinstated to the reservation and I asked for a piece of land. 
It went in front of council. And my dad 

decided he was going to give me part of his. So, they 
cut his. And that's how I have my house on the reservation now. But it 
always has to go in front of council, and they have to approve it. It was 
approved after my dad gave a part of his, [ ... ] But other people could 
have given part of theirs too, but chose not to, but my dad did.[ . .. ] [it 
was] very rare, because it was only, I think it was, mine. And then when 

and them 
passed away. It was left to 

gave it to And 
asked for a piece and her dad 

gave her the piece that's 
right in front of their house right now. And she gave that up to move in 
her mom's■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ house. 27 

- : Can you describe any of the tribal government's involvement on 
your allotment?] 

It was divided again for Originally, 
called for that lot and it was divided for 

him, but within two years he didn't start to build. And so, it was 
considered to be vacant and then 

called for it. [ ... ] that's how they 
did it back then, is, when people called for a lot, largest lot would be 
cut.28 

Newspapers during this period also highlight the continuation of allotment laws and processes on the 
Mattaponi Indian Reservation. These articles highlight the process of reinstatement (February 18, 1971), 
the procedure for the redistribution of lands for those tribal members that moved away, and the possibility 
of waivers for those who move away under special circumstances, like military service or educational 
pursuits (July 18, 1979). 

Table C4-4. Resource Use andAllocation, 1960-1979: ReservationAllotments in Newspapers. __ 

~ ~t ~ 
I February 18, 1971 [ ... ] Once a man has gone "on the commonwealth," as they put 1t, com mg home 1s not a 

simple matter of moving back in. He has to make a formal request of the chief, who calls a 
meeting of the reservation council, which votes on the matter. In Joe's 

case there was no complication because he had left of his own 
free will. The only problem was finding a home for him. [ ... ]29 

26 ····••111111111111■, "Interview: 
Tribe, July 12, 2023, PDF Page 1-3. 
27 

Page 4-5. 
28 

PDF Page 6-7. 

, "Interview: 

, "Interview ," By 

,"By 

," By 

and 

and 

and , Mattaponi Indian 

, Mattaponi Indian Tribe, July 25, 2023, PDF 

, Mattaponi Indian Tribe, March 23, 2023, 

29 Furgurson, Ernest. B., "The Advantages of Backwater Living," The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD), February 18, 197 1. 
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Excer t 
[ ... ] The :t\1attaponi Indians are allotted land as long as they live on the reservation. "If they 
leave for two or more years," Chief Custalow 
said, "the land goes back to the government." He added that Indians who wish to leave the 
reservation for service or to further their education could obtain a special waiver from the 

I tribal council. 30 

Regulation of Reservation Properties and Resources 

From 1960 to 1979, the Mattaponi Tribal Council continued to regulate tribal properties such as the 
schoolhouse. For example, the tribal government organized a vote of members to give permission for the 
use the school building as temporary, rent-free housing for a family for sixty days (June 11, 1970), a 
situation the family still remembers: 

[ ... ] When we moved down here, we started off 
living in this building, the school building, until we could get a place to live. And then 

gave Mother 
a piece of his land which was part of his garden. And we had gotten a 

trailer pulled down and we lived in that. [ ... ]31 

This incident shows not only the regulation of how reservation property may be utilized, it also shows the 
tribal government providing housing, a public service, to tribal members. 

Table C4-5. Resource Use and Allocation, 1960-1979: Regulation of Allotments in Tribal Meeting Minutes. 
Date Excer t 
June 11, 1970 New business at hand and to be discussed, A letter received from 

to be read asking the chief council and 
members of the tribe to rent or sell to him the building known as the school house for living 
quarters "home." 

On motion made by 
and Sec. By to lease school 
house on Mattaponi Ind Res. To for sixty days "60 days" RENT FREE 

will pay all utility bill incurred such as electric, gas, oil. For said 60 days 
from date. Also space would be reserved for storing school house furnishing' s such as 
'furniture.' Books. File cabinets etc. 

Conclusion 

Space reserved for Res business meetings- Motion put before council and members -
question- Vote.32 

During this period, the tribal government demonstrated its ability to "mobilize [ ... ] significant resources 
[ ... ] for entity purposes" (83.11 (c)(l)(i)) by renting the school building temporarily to a tribal member in 
need. The understanding of the process to call for a lot demonstrates that ''there is widespread knowledge, 
communication, or involvement in political processes by many of the entity's members" (83.11 (c)(l)(iii)), 
and each instance cited above is an example of the active use of "land set aside by a State for the petitioner" 

30 Harrell, B., "Va. Indians open festival," The Smithfield Times (Smithfield, VA), July 18, 1979. 
31 

·········' "Interview: ••••••••1," By•••• and Tribe, July 12, 2023, PDF Page 1-3. 
32 Tribal Meeting Minutes, 11 June 1970,••••••• Private Collection. 
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