



























































MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Section IV, Part B

statistical information about their congregation’s membership and activities. The table below outlines the
annual Dover Association meetings, summarizes involvement from Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church
delegates, and collates the church data shared with the Dover Association between 1940 and 1959. Dover
Minutes show the regular attendance of Mattaponi delegates from the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church.
During this period, Harvey N. Custalow | continued in his
role as the church’s preacher, serving from 1940 to 1944 and from 1958 through the end of this period.
Chief O.T. Custalow GGG <" i vif:
served as the officers of the church for all the years recorded. The congregation continued to grow,
starting with 40 members in 1940 and ending this period with 62. The steady increase in size provides
further evidence of the church’s centrality as an institution.
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Interviewee Date Excerpt
1951 ca. I mean back in that day, there was lots of prejudice, and when you were
16 native on the Res., you couldn’t get jobs off the Res. You couldn’t go to

West Point and get a job. You couldn’t go to Richmond and geta job [... ]
347

News media and scholars from this period repeatedly shows patterns of identifying the Mattaponi as an
entity distinct from surrounding Indian and non-Indian communities, as evidenced in the a petition of their
neighboring citizens which Jame Mooney organized with the help of tribal leaders (March 1, 1945), which
was likely an effort to push back on State Registrar Walter Plecker’s efforts to remove Indian status from
Virginia’s Indian communities.>® Additionally, federal government reports and publications recognized
the Tribe as a distinct entity (May 1946; June 30, 1948), as did a variety of newspapers (e.g. March 24,
1949; April 21, 1952).

Table B3-30. Distinction and Discrimination, 1940-1959 in Other Sources.

Date Excerpt

March 1, 1945 We, the undersigned being white citizens of age, residing in King and Queen, and King
William Counties in the State of Virginia, which counties are immediately adjacent to the
community wherein reside the Mattaponi Tribe of Indians do certify as follows: From
direct association and first-hand experience, we the undersigned, attest that these persons
living on the Virginia State Mattaponi Reservation, are considered by us to be good
American citizens of Indian ancestry. We desire and request that these persons of the
Mattaponi Indian Tribe be given formal recognition by those in authority in the State of
Virginia, as direct descendants of the old original Mattaponi Indian Tribe, and it is our
sincere belief that the persons herein mentioned are of the blood strain of the American
Indian and in some cases include white blood, in varying degree. In our opinion, in no case
do these persons claiming to be members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe, contain less than
25% Indian blood, nor more than 75 % of white blood, and in no case among these persons
residing on said Mattaponi Reservation, who claim to be Indians, contain any blood other
than Indian or White. We the undersigned, take just pride in having the remnants of the
Mattaponi Indian Tribes residents in this community and resent the claims of certain
prejudiced individuals that these Indians contain Negro blood.

With full understanding of the purposes of this petition and with keen sense of honesty and
American [?], to do each hereto voluntarily affix our signatures in protest against any
classification of these Indians as anything but Indian or Indian and white and desire and
request that they be given every consideration and rights as citizens of Indian ancestry, of
the state of Virginia. [List of Names]

State of Virginia
City of Norfolk AFFIDAVIT

James R. Coates, known by me to be the sponsor of this petition dated March 1, 1945 on
behalf of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe, appeared before me, and after being only swom
according to law, disposes and says, that page 2 of 2 of this petition was attached to and

e I [os Mattaponi lineage butis an enrolled member of the Eastern Chickahominy Tribe.

* . e - O I - B - < ttaponi Indian Tribe, November
27, 2023, PDF Page 5.

3% Talbot, Tor, "Walter Ashby Plecker (1861-1947)." Encvclopedia Virginia, September 21, 2024,
https://encyclopediavirginia. org/entries/plecker-walter-ashby-1861-1947/.
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Conclusion

The material presented in this section demonstrates that in this period, Mattaponi children were “placed in
Indian boarding schools or other Indian educational institutions™ (83.11 (b)(1)(x)), as evidenced by the oral
histories recalling tribal children being sent to Bacone and Eastern Cherokee boarding schools.
Documentary evidence, including letters from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, further demonstrate the
placement of Mattaponi children at federal schools. Such placement also speaks to recognition of the Tribe
as distinet (83.11 (b)(1)(v)) as well as the “persistence of a collective identity™ (83.11 (b)(1)(viii)).

Evidentiary Applicability

The evidence presented above clearly demonstrates that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe fulfills the requirements
of Criterion 8§3.11 (b)(1) throughout the period from 1940 to 1959. Furthermore, the substantial evidence
of endogamy and geographic exclusivity fulfills 83.11 (b)2)(i) and (ii) and is thus sufficient to meet
Criterion 83.11 (c) for the same period.
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4. Criterion (b): 1960 to 1979

Introduction

BETWEEN 1960 and 1979, sources confirm that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe comprised a distinct
community “‘with consistent interactions and significant social relationships within its membership™ over
time m fulfillment of 25 CFR 83.11 (b). “Social relationships connecting individual members™ (83.11
(b)(1)(i1)) and “patterns informal social interaction’ (83.11 (b)(1)(iii)) are demonstrated by the institutions
such as the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church, the Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian School, and the Mattaponi
Indian Museum. Members of the Tribe continued to participate in community and intertribal events, such
as annual Homecoming services, dances, and powwows. The community regularly engaged in “cooperative
labor or other economic activity among members™ during this period (83.11 (b)(1)(iv)), including through
the operation of the Mattaponi hatchery and community-wide seasonal activities that included sharing of
resources and labor. “Strong patterns of discrimination or other social distinctions by non-members™ (83.11
(b)(1)(v)) were documented in cases of racial discrimination as well as the writings of joumalists and
anthropologists who distinguished the Mattaponi Indian Tribe from surrounding communities. The
Mattaponi community engaged in “shared. . .ritual activity’ (83.11 (b)(1)(v1)) through the Mattaponi Indian
Baptist Church, which is one of several “cultural patterns shared among a portion of the entity that are
different from those of the non-Indian populations with whom it interacts™ (83.11 (b)(1)(vii)). This evidence
confirms the “persistence of a collective identity™ (83.11 (b)(1)(viii)) and demonstrates the continued
occupation and use of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(1)(ix)). This period also contains
evidence that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe fulfills Criterion 83.11 (b)(2), including significant numbers of
tribal members who resided on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(2)(1)), maintained distinct
cultural patterns (83.11(b)(2)(ii1)), and retained distinct social and cultural institutions (83.11(b)(2)(ii1)).

Generational Snapshot

In the period from 1960 to 1979, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was made up of ~324 known community
members. These included the direct descendants of the individuals recorded as the Historical Indian Tribe
in Section II: Historical Mattaponi Indian Tribe. The core community consisted of those individuals who
continued to live on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. During this period, the reservation population was
estimated to be approximately 60 individuals.! Estimates of the entire Mattaponi membership during this
period ranged from 125% to 600.> The higher estimates likely include all individuals with known Mattaponi
descent even if they were enrolled in other tribes (e.g. the Upper Mattaponi Tribe), while the lower estimate
may represent a journalist repeating published population counts from previous decades or a
misunderstanding of the reservation population as a representation of the entire membership. A middle
estimate of 300, given by Chief Otha Thomas Custalow in 1963, closely mirrors the population of known
community members found in the Tribe’s current gencalogical database.* Family groupings at this time
inciuded but were not limited to the following surnames. Allmond, Cusialow, Langsion, Collins, and Major.

1 References to the reservation population in this period include but are not limited to: Staff, “Prince George Club Hears Facts,
Figures On Indian Tribes,” The Progress-Index (Petersburg, VA), November 22, 1963; Staff, “Indian Chief Pays Tnbe's Tribute
To Va. Governor,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport, VA), November 26, 1965; Staff, “Members Of DAR Visit Reservation,”
Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), October 16, 1973; Decker, J. “Is Pocahontas Coming Home?”” Newport News
Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 10, 1974,

? Staff, “Mattaponi Indian Chief Dies at 71,” The Daily News Leader (Staunton, VA), October 20, 1969. See also: Staff, “Virginia
News Briefs,” The Register (Danville, VA), October 19, 1969; Staff, “Chief O.T. Custalow,” Rappaharmmock Record (Kilmarnock,
VA), October 23, 1969.

* Decker, J. “Is Pocahontas Coming Home?”” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 10, 1974,

4 Staff, “Prince George Club Hears Facts, Figures on Indian Tribes.” The Progress-Index (Petersburg, VA), November 22, 1963.
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Family of George F. Custalow [George Forrest Custalow Sr.; b.1865 — d.1949]
Child Map # Family

1 1. Spouse
Children

a.

See Above

Spouse

(See Below)
4 2. Spouse

Children
e
1 _Spouse

15
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2. Spouse

Children
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Children
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b.
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Other Family Groupings
Child Map # Family
3 1. Spouse
Chlldren

% Spouse

Chlldren

16 | _

Chlld.ren

2
3.

14 Spouse

@
=
E“

e e T R B

9 Spouse
Another line of Custalows

No Offspring

The situation of the tribal community on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation is also well documented in
newspapers and other records from this period. For example, the Progress-index newspaper of Petersburg,
Virginia, reported that “the tribe numbers slightly over 300 people, only 65 of them living on the
reservation” (November 22, 1963). Off-reservation tribal members continued to settle near the reservation.
The late Mattaponi Chief, Otha Thomas Custalow’s widow, deeded land to his children in 1977. It is noted
the land “containing 42 % acres of land, more or less, in the division of | I Estate, and known
as Lot #2 located near the Mattaponi Indian Town or Reservation™ was granted to them (November 29,
1977).

14 may have Mattaponi ancestors, but the Tribe does not currently have documentation establishing his
gencalogical linkage to the Tribe.
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Date Excerpt

January 21,1960 | Chief O. T. Custalow | ¢! (hc Mattaponi Indian
Reservation will be ordained a Baptist evangelistic mimister at services beginning at 2:30
pm. Sunday in the church on the reservation.

He is believed to be the first Indian chief in the nation to be ordained a minister. Chief
Custalow was approved by the ordination committe [sic] of the Dover Baptist Association
and examined by a group of pastors from the association on Nov. 30.

[...] He was elected chief of the Mattaponi tribe in 1944 to succeed his late father, Chiel
George Custalowiii N | < had served as assistant
chief for eight years prior to that time.

Mataponi [sic; Mattaponi | Indian Baptist Church was organized in 1932 as a member church
of the Dover Association. It is one of five Indian Baptist churches in the state. The Rev.
Harvey N. Custalow | NN - D cther of the chief, is
pastor. Other Indian churches in the Dover Association are Pamunkey, located on the
Pamunkey Reservation, and Indian View, Samaria and Tsena Commocko.

[...] Chief Custalow will deliver the benediction. 1™

January 21, 1960 | Chief O. T. Custalow || NN | thc MMattaponi Indian
Reservation will be ordained a Baptist evangelistic minister at services beginning at 2:30
pm. Sunday in the church on the reservation. '™

July 24, 1960 Last Jan. 24 he was ordained in the Mattaponi church. Custalow's brother, the Rev. Harvey

N. Custalow | P:csid<d at the scrvices. 17

April 25, 1969 Den 1 of Keysville Troup #3508 Cub Scouts spent Sunday, April 20, visiting the Mattaponi
Indian Reservation at West Point. Arriving in time to attend Sunday School and church in a
teepee, the Scouts listened to Chief O. T. Custalow

. Who is an ordained minister as well as chief of his tribe, preach wearing his
traditional headdress and native costume. 1™

October 19, 1969 | Chief O. T. Custalow || NG o thc [Mattaponi Indians,
one of the two remaining tribes of the Powhatan Confederacy, died Saturday of a heart
attack at a Richmond hospital. He was 71.

Leader of 125 Indians for 25 years, Custalow made the King William Indian Reservation
well known by establishing an Indian museum that attracted school groups and tourists.

Funeral services will be Tuesday at 2:30 p.m. in the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church. 1™

October 22, 1969 | Chief W. R. Richardson (left) of the Haliwa tribe in North Carolina and Chief Oliver Adkins
of the Chickahominy tribe of Providence Forge, Va., pause outside church before attending

funeral for Chief O. T. Custalow_ of the

170 Staff, “To Ordain Custalow Baptist Evangelist,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), January 21, 1960. See also: Staff,
“Mattiponi [sic; Mattaponi] Chief to be Ordained,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), January 23, 1960; Staff,
“Indian Chief Ordained Baptist Mimster,” The Word and Way (Kansas City, MQ), February 18, 1960; Staff, “Custalow Conducting
Revival at Wise Church,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), July 14, 1960.

71 Staff, “To Ordain Custalow Baptist Evangelist,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), January 21, 1960. See also: Staff,
“Mattiponi [sic; Mattaponi] Chief to be Ordained,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), January 23, 1960.

172 Garrett, C., “Evangelist-Indian Chief Draws Large Crowds,” Bristol Herlad Courier (Bristol, VA), Tuly 24, 1960,

173 Staff, “Cub Scouts Spend Day with Indians at Mattaponi Reservation On Sun,” The Farmville Herald (Farmville, VA), April
25,1969,

174 Staff, “Virginia News Briefs,” The Register (Danville, VA), October 19, 1968. See also: Staff, “Mattaponi Indian Chief Dies at
71,” The Daily News Leader (Staunton, VA), October 20, 1969.
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Date Excerpt
Mattaponi Indian Reservation. Chief Custalow, a Baptist minister, died Sunday of a heart
attack in Richmond. 17

June 18, 1970 The reservation church is Southern Baptist. Since O.T. Custalo
I icd. there has been a succession of visiting ministers. O.T."s brother,
Harvey N v -; the minister before ] was,
and now he is the minister at Samaria Indian Baptist Church.17®

June 6, 1972 A native of the Mattaponi reservation school. [... ] h
1s a deacon and teacher of the adult Sunday school class at Mattapom Baptist
Church. 177

Much of what we know about participation in church activities at this time comes from the minutes of the
annual meetings of the Dover Baptist Association, the regional association which the Mattaponi joined in
1933. Dover Association Minutes show the regular attendance of delegates from the Mattaponi Indian
Baptist Church at the Association’s annual meeting. Delegates were overwhelmingly members of the
Mattaponi Indian Tribe. These delegates would have acted as the congregation’s representatives in the
association, and their attendance would have required the mobilization of tribal resources. Tribal member
Harvey N. Custalow continued in his role as the church’s preacher until 1964, when Chief O.T. Custalow
entered the position. Following Rev. Chief O.T. Custalow’s death in 1969, preachers Russell, Jefferson,
and Colonna served as preachers. Community members served as church officers for all years recorded
during this period. The community consistently participated in the Church throughout this period, and the
congregation grew from 66 members in 1960 to 85 in 1979, though its highest enrollment as 90 in 1970.
The steady increase in size demonstrates the church’s centrality to the Mattaponi Indian Tribe. The table
below outlines the annual Dover Association meetings, summarizes involvement from Mattaponi Indian
Baptist Church delegates, and collates the church data shared with the Dover Association each vear.

175 Staff, “Mourning Chiefs,” Alexandria Daily Town Talk (Alexandria, LA), October 22, 1969,

176 “Talk with | . Mattaponi,” 18 June 1970. Rountree, Helen C. Fieldnotes, 1969-1973, Helen C. Rountree
Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., Box 2.

77 Staff, “4 Area Men on Holton Minority Unit,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), June 6, 1972.
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Interviewee Date Excerpt
1965 ca. I think when schoolhouse was here, I think
It was only the last two graduates down here when the

schoolhouse was here, and I remember our cousin |
I o1t here, Unle

I v cnt here. But then when segregation came through, they went up to
the county and went to school. [... ¥

Archival and newspaper sources highlight the continuation of the school during this period and the
participation in the tribal community in it as an institution. During this period, the school continued to offer
high school education (1961-62) though the population of students at these grade levels diminished. The
Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indian Tribes also worked with the Commonwealth to coordinate health services
for school students (1961). State Board of Education also sought federal funds from the Indian Education
Fund to offset the cost of its operation (November 10, 1961). In 1965, the Tribe’s Indian School Advisory
Committee convened to discuss the management of the school (May 13, 1965), illustrating the role of tribal
members in the school’s management and organization. Once the school closed in 1966, records indicate
that tribal leadership worked with King William County Schools to pursue federal funding from the Indian
Education Fund to ensure programs accommodated native students (December 21, 1973).

Table B4-10. Community Institutions and Organizations, 1960-1979: Mattaponi Indian Reservation School in Other Sources.

Date Excerpt

1960-1961 Enrollment by Grades
SCHOOL KDGTR. GR.1 GR2 GR3 GR4 GR5 GR6 GR7
TOTAL

Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian School 0 4 1 3 2 2 0 12 186

1960-1962 INDIAN EDUCATION BUDGET
Biennium 1960-62

Request 1s hereby made for a total appropriation of $26,044.00 for the Mattaponi-Pamunkey
Indian School for the biennium 1960-62. This budget represents a decreased appropriation
over the biennium 1958-60. The reason for this decrease 1s largely because of the fact that
an additional high school teacher is not being requested. It should be noted that during the
biennium 1958-60, a second high school teacher was requested. However, with an
anticipated enrollment of only twelve (12) high school pupils during the biennium 1960-62,
it is deemed inadvisable to request another high school teacher for this number of pupils.
Justification of the Indian Education Budget for the biennium 1960-1962 is made on the
basis of the following factors: [... ]

6. The school now has a full twelve year program. This yvear (1958-59) for the first time, two
high school students will graduate. Because of the twelve year program now in effect, a
general increase in certain budget items becomes a necessity due to an expanded school

program %7

1961 NOTES ON INDIAN SCHOOL CLOSING

' N '11-rvicv: Iy I - W )ttponi Indian Tribe,
Tuly 24, 2023, PDF Page 11.

188 Mattaponi- Parmmkey School Enrollment by Grade, 1960-1961, Administrative: Budget and Financial Reports, Indian School
Files, 1936-1968 (Accession 29632), State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Department of Education,
Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder 4.

17 “Indian Education Budget.” 1960-1961, Administrative: Budget and Financial Reports, Indian School Files, 1936-1968
(Accession 29632), State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Department of Education, Richmond, Virginia, Box
1, Folder 4.
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Date Excerpt
Dental Clinic
Arrange time to take Dr. Triani down to reservation in May for purpose of making list of
children (pre-school and school children) in presence of Chief Custalow. Have list checked
by Chief Cook. Arrange time for dental examination at school in May. Notify parents on
both reservations of date of examination and time.'*¥ [... ]

November 10, Dear Mr. Taylor:

1961 This 1s to advise that the science project application for the Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian
School submitted under the provisions of Title IIT of the National Defense Education Act is
approved as submitted. A copy of the application is being returned. [ ... |
The Indian Education Fund will be reimbursed from Federal funds on a fifty-fifty matching
basic for expenditures under the approved project. [... ]

Sincerely yours, W. Kuhn Barnett, Director Elementary and Special Education'®?

December 14, [....] Recently the fifth grade went to West Point to visit the Mattaponi Indian Tribe. [... ] At
1961 two o'clock we went to visit their school. The school was made up of the first to fixth [sic]
grades. Their enrollment was twelve. '°

1961-1965 [This excerpt is a representative sample of Monthly Teacher Reports submitted every month
from October 1961 to October 1965 ]

VIRGINIA MONTHLY TEACHERS REPORT

For the Month of October 1961 School Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian
Grade of Grades Taught 2-6
Number of Days Taught to Date 41

1961-1962 LIST OF GRADUATES FOR THE YEAR 1962
Mattaponi-Pamunkey High School

Boys Age
- R

1964-1965 LIST OF GRADUATES FOR THE YEAR 1964
Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian High School

Boys Age
I  d

I
1964-1965 LIST OF GRADUATES FOR THE YEAR 1965
Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian Reservations School

188 “Notes on Indian School Closing, May — June 1961, Administrative: School Closing Procedures, Indian School Files, 1936-
1968 (Accession 29632), State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder 20.

189 Letter frorn W. Bamett to B. Taylor Administrative: Budget and Financial Reports, Indian School Files, 1936-1968 (Accession
29632), State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Department of Education, Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder
4.

190 Coggin, T., “Student Describes Trip to Indian Reservation,” Northern Neck News (Warsaw, VA), Decemnber 14, 1961.

¥ Mattaponi-Pamunkey Virginia Teachers Monthly Report Reports and Registers: Monthly Teacher's Reports [Mattaponi-
Pamunkey]. Indian School Files, 1936-1968 (Accession 29632), State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia, Box 3, Folder 22.

%2 List of Graduates for the Year 1962, Administrative Files: Annual Reports. Indian School Files, 1936-1968 (Accession 29632),
State Government Records Collection. Library of Virgima, Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder 2.

193 List of Graduates for the Year 1962, Administrative Files: Annual Reports. Indian School Files, 1936-1968 (Accession 29632),
State Government Records Collection. Library of Virgima, Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder 2.
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Date Excerpt

Boys Age
I

I
I 18
|

May 13, 1965 Indian School Advisory Committee Meeting
Thursday, May 13, 1965 - 12:00 Noon

Agenda
1 Opening praye -
2. Lunch - served by [

3. Business meeting
a. Announcements
1. Graduation exercises - 2 boys
- Friday, May 28, 1965, at 7:30 p.m.
Mattaponi Baptist Church [... ]

[...]

5. Action Taken: [...]
b. agreed to do the

work on topping the tree next to the elementary side of the building
c. Mr. N is to work with || o~ hauling of dirt to fill in the holes

on field areas.’”

1965-1966 LIST OF GRADUATES FOR THE YEAR 1966
Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian Reservations High School

Girls Age

s
—
— B

1967 High Schools Closed, Consolidated or Converted. During 1966-67 the following public high
schools were closed, conselidated, or converted:

[.]
State School... . Mattaponi-Pamunkey Indian Reservation... ... Closed!®”

December 21, The King William County School Board has agreed to make application for {ederal funds
1973 available under the Indian Education Act to finance a program for country children of the
Mattaponi and Pamunkey tribes.

194 List of Graduates for the Year 1965, Administrative Files: Annual Reports. Indian School Files, 1936-1968 (Accession 29632),
State Government Records Collection, Library of Virgima, Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder 2.

%5 Indian School Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda, 13 May 1965, Administrative: Advisory Comm. Meeting, Indian School
Files, 1936-1968 (Accession 29632), State Government Records Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder
1.

196 List of Graduates for the Year 1966. Administrative Files: Annual Reports. Indian School Files, 1936-1968 (Accession 29632),
State Government Records Collection. Library of Virgima, Richmond, Virginia, Box 1, Folder 2.

%7 dnnual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the Commonwealth of Virginia School Year 1966-1967. Vol. 50
No. 4, Richmond, Virgima: State Board of Education, November 1967.
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Date Excerpt
The baord [sic; board] approved the request Wednesday after a school counselor to work
with Indian children, their parents and school officials.

Some 36 Indian children will be mvolved.

School officials will work with an advisory committee in writing the project apdiscussion
[sic, discussion] with chief of
the Mattaponi tribe, and | | . @ tribe member.™ Under federal regulations
applications for funds must come through the local school board, which acts as the
administering agency 1f funds are approved.

[.]

Custalow said he has had almost full assurance the project will be funded and if approved, it
will go into effect at the start of the next school year.!®

October- The Indian newspaper, Wassaja will be placed in the King William County schools. This is

November 1974 the first Indian paper to be placed in the library of our local schools. Also, copies of our
treaties will be placed in the school system. This was brought about by the Indian Education
Advisory Committee, of which Chief Curtis L. Custalo
I s chairman. This committee has also received a grant for dental care for the Indian
children in the school system and materials for the preservation and education of Native
American culture. Wassaja is also placed in the Minnie-Ha-Ha [sic] Educational Trading
Post for the public.

Minnie-Ha-Ha Custalow
Mattaponi Indian Reservation
West Point, VA2

July 18, 1979 He explained that the Mattaponi cannot get the federal funding for education except through
utilizing Title ['V funds. The tribe is now using the funds and Chief Custalo
has testified before Congress on the problems facing
American Indians.?%!

Surviving attendance records from 1959 to 1961 and 1963 to 1966 show that students at the Mattaponi-
Pamunkey Indian School were almost exclusively from Mattaponi families, with several attendees from the
neighboring Pamunkey reservation. The experience of attending a school specifically intended for
Mattaponi children helped maintain community ties intergenerationally and allowed for extended formal
and informal social interaction among tribal youth.

I 2 member of the Upper Mattaponi Tribe. He was married to Mattaponi Tribal member || N S
also: Virginia Marriage Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Marriage Register, King William County, || N

|

%9 Friend, S., "Education Funds to Be Sought for Indians," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, Virginia), December 21,
1973.

200 Staff, “A First,” Wassaja, October-November, 1974,

20! Harrell, B. “Va. Indians open festival,” The Smithfield Times (Smithfield, VA), July 18, 1979.
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to treat the hatchery as a significant cultural institution integral to the preservation of the community’s
longstanding riverine livelihood strategies.

Table B4-12. Community Institutions and Organizations, 1960-197 9 Mattaponi Hatchery.

Date
February 14, 1964

March 31, 1964

1968

February 16, 1968

February 22, 1968

Excerpt

[...] Cook and Chief O.T. Custalowjiji NG ¢! <
Mattaponi tribe, headed delegations from their reservations in King William County,
appearing before the committee in support of a measure to restore state-operated shad
hatcheries on the Pamunkey and Mattaponi rivers which were discontinued two years ago.
Their pleas, backed by a commission of fisheries inspector who supervised the hatcheries
for about 10 years, and several seafood buyers apparently were convincing as the bill was
voted out of the committee and now goes before the full House of Delegates.

[...] Custalow told the committee there are about 65 living on the Mattaponi reservation
now, many of them making their living from fishing and hunting. He urged approval of re-
establishment of the hatcheries so his people can continue to reside and earn their living
there. [... 127

1. §1. The Commissioner of Fisheries is authorized and directed to re-establish and
maintain, for the same general purposes and upon the same general scale as immediately
prior to its discontinuance, the fish hatchery formerly operated by the Commission of
Fisheries near Lester Manor on the Pamunkey River at the Pamunkey Indian Reservation,
and also at the fish hatchery on the Mattaponmi River at or near the Mattaponi Indian
Reservation in King William County. 2. There is here by appropriated to the Commission of
Fisheries two thousand dollars out of funds heretofore appropriated to the Commission of
Game and Inland Fisheries to carry out the purposes of this act. An emergency exists and
this act is in force from its passage 2%

H. B. 677, Commission of Fisheries to maintain fish hatchery at Pamunkey and Mattaponi
Indian Reservations Presented, ordered printed and referred to Committee on Chesapeake
and its Tributaries 2%

The Pamunkey and Mattapom Indians will be pleased to hear that the House of Delegates
pushed ahead Thursday a bill appropriating $2,000, for the next two years to maintain fish
hatcheries that help stock the Pamunkey and Mattaponi rivers.

Chiefs of the two tribes, whose reservations lie in King William County, say fishing is their
livelihood. 210

Two area Indian chiefs visited the General Assembly last week on behalf of a special law
which would affect two rivers near their reservations.

At the request of Chief Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook of the Pamunkey Indian tribe, Chief O. T.
Custalow | NG ! (hc Mattaponi tribe, and paleface
Del. Robert R. Gwathmey III, who represents King William County where both reservations
are located, the House Committee on the Chesapeake and its Tributaries authorized an
expenditure of $2,000 over the coming biennium to maintain fish hatcheries that help stock
the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers.

207 Marble, Robert L., “Hatcheries Bill Out of Committee Following Plea By Indian Chief,” Newport News Daily Dispatch
(Newport News, VA), February 14, 1964.

2% dcts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Extra Session 1963, Regular Session
1964. Richmond, Virginia: Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Purchases and Supply, 1964.

% Journal of the House of Delegates of the Commonwedlth of Virginia, Vol. 2, Richmond, Virginia: Commonwealth of Virginia
Department of Purchases and Supply, 1968.

210 Staff, “Fish Hatcheries Bill Is Passed,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), February 16, 1968.
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Interview Date Excerpt

1972 ca. I remember Uncle | i
quite the advocate. I mean he was very passionate about the Tribe’s
history. He opened, obviously, the trading post. I remember going to the
museum when I was a kid, and being down there on weekends we’d go
through walking around and see things. 1 remember when
opened the trading post, and the trading post 1s always different than the
museum. And the trading post marquee at that time was historical
documents. The litany of things he had garnered and gathered in his
research to advocate for the Mattaponi Tribe at huge levels.?!”

The museum is also documented in newspaper articles of the time, which recorded its role as a cultural
institution (November 9, 1969) and an cducational site for non-Mattaponi visitors (February 2, 1978).
Journalists documented the evolution of the museum from personal collections to a public space co-
owned by descendants of its founder (June 20, 1970).

Table B4-14. Community Institutions and Organizations, 1960-197 9 Mattaponi Indian Museum in Other Sources.
Date Excerpt

September 7, [...] The story goes on ta tell about Chief Custalow |
1961 I =nd his tribe, about the museum and the ways of livelihood of the Indians on the
reservation. 218

October 19, 1969 | Chief O. T. Custalow | GGG | thc [Mattaponi Indians,
one of the two remaining tribes of the Powhatan Confederacy, [... | Leader of 125 Indians
for 25 years, Custalow made the King William Indian Reservation well known by
establishing an Indian museum that attracted school groups and tourists. 2t

November 9, Chief O. T. Custalow | NN o cicd last month,
1969 stressed throughout his 25-year administration the importance of the Indian heritage and
established a reservation museum which is operated by his widow. 220

June 20, 1970 The museum, after 6 months of wrangling, is now owned by a corporation, composed of the
13 living children, and the second, surviving wife of the old chief
The artifacts came from various people on the reservation, as loans, and
the owners seemed content to let the old chief reap the profits. In the early days, when his
first wife was living, the museum was in their living room, and Mrs. Custalow says her
mother used to take a lantern and show visitors around it when the chief was out fishing,
The museum was started to attract attention to the reservation.?*!

February 2, 1978 | On Saturday, February 11, from 10:00 to 12:00 the group will visit the Mattaponi Museum
on the Indian reservation. Among the hundreds of interesting artifacts are a necklace womn
by Pocahontas, a scalping knife, Opechaneough's [sic; Opechancanough’s| tomahawk used

_ has Mattaponi lineage but is enrolled with the Eastern Chickahominy Tribe.
,"Interview: |- OV - I - (ttaponi [ndian Tribe, November
27, 2023, PDF Page 9.

218 Staff, “Indian Reservation Featured in Baltimore Newspaper,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), September 7, 1961.
219 Staff, “Virginia News Briefs,” The Register (Danville, VA), October 19, 1969. See Also: Staff, “Chief O.T. Custalow,”
Rappeahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), October 23, 1969.

220 Phillips, Gene, “New Chief Will Continue Tradition of Mattaponi Indians,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport, VA),
November 9, 1969,

221 “Talk with Mrs. |- M attaponi,” 20 June 1970, Helen C. Rountree Fieldnotes, 1969-1973, Helen C. Rountres
Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, National Anthropological Archives, Washington, D.C. Box
2
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in the battles of 1622 and 1644 and tools over a thousand years old. [... ] "Our earthly goods
were made of wood, stone and bone," the Chief|

continued, "The Great Spirit gave us knowledge to use them productively.”

Throughout the museum are the results of this native ingenuity. Mussel shells inserted with
sticks for spoons, fish hooks made of turkey breastbones and stone; Wampum, or money
discs carved from the clam shell, war clubs, pertrified [sic; petrified] wood of a native tree;
a stone mold to shape tiny mocassins [sic; moccasins] for baby feet; war shields made of
deer skin stretched over a wood frame, and tiny beads strung with red sinew of deer are a
few of the many artifacts.???

Mattaponi Educational Trading Post

This period also saw the establishment of the Educational Trading Post on the reservation, which formed a
community hub for internal and external education. The Educational Trading Post provided a location for
Mattaponi craftswomen to gather (August 27, 1971) and provided educational programs for groups from
the Department of Defense and schools from elementary grades through college (September 6, 1978).

Table B4-15. Comnumity Institutions and Organizations, 1960-1979: Mattaponi Educational Trading Post.
Date Excerpt
August 27, 1971 Mrs. Custalow N <2incd that she and other
women of the tribe teach Indian crafts and customs at their combined trading post and
educational center not only to Indians but to hundreds of visitors as well.

"We teach school classes ranging all the way from the elementary grades to the college
level," she said. "One of our most successful recent projects was teaching Indian crafts to a
group of 70 retarded children.” 223

January 7, 1973 The Custalows’ trading post has become the “Educational Trading Post,” with a long wordy
sign advertising it at the junction of the entrance road with the reservation’s circular road.

Mirs. C N < Dcnis
I 2ive lectures there, according to the sign !

October — [...] Wassaja is also placed in the Minnie-Ha-Ha [sic; Minnie Ha-Ha] Educational Trading
November 1974 Post for the public. 223

September 6, The Department of Defense has, for many years, brought members of their multi-racial
1978 ranks from military bases in the area to work sessions at the Minnie Ha Ha [sic] Educational

Center. The groups discuss race relations in an open, casual manner, Mrs. Custalow
explained. These sessions helped establish a
Native American Week at Front Monroe.

The Minnie Ha Ha [sic] Education Center is also open to study groups, from college level to
kindergarten, from all over the United States. Groups book reservations with the tribe to

222 Delo, P., “Glenns Plans Course on Indian History,” Rappahannock Record {Kilmarmock, VA), February 2, 1978, See also: Delo,
P. “Real Indians help conduct unique RCC history course,” Southside Sentinel (Urbanna, VA), February 2, 1978; Staff, “Indian
Culture Seminars Set,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), February 3, 1978.

223 Wilbur, George W. “Virginia Indians Appear to Have Safely Navigated Around Social Upheavals,” The Bee (Danville, VA),
August 27, 1971,

224 Rountree, Helen C. Fieldnotes, 1969-1973, Helen C. Rountree Papers, Box 2, National Anthropological Archives, Smmithsonian
Institution, Washington, D.C.

25 Staff, “A First,” Wassaja, October-November, 1974.

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment (b)-207
Criterion (b): 1960 to 1979



























MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Section IV, Part B

Interviewee Date Excerpt
Pamunkey, Upper Mattaponi, as we knew “em as Adamstown at the time,
Rappahannock, Chickahominy. So, we would go to all the homecomings and
then we would see each other and see other Native people also.?

1965 ca. You know I"d see them at homecoming and the people that would actually
come down. We would go to Philadelphia on vacation to see some of the ones
from the reservation that lived up there in Philadelphia but that was it.2®!

1970 ca. [...] Well, of course was that we had a homecoming the fourth Sunday in
August every year. That was one of the main things that was always a big
deal. I'd meet cousins I'd never met before because we got such a big family.

Both my mama and my daddy
I had thirteen brothers and sisters. So, it was a lot of cousins out
there 262

1979 ca. We just participated in the powwows and that's about it... Of course, the

church and the homecomings and all was very important.2®3

1965 ca. Every fourth Sunday in August, the neighboring Indian churches would come
over for revival services and church on the ground. [... | And then, of course,
we would come to the homecomings or when different revivals, and all of my

uncle [

were in a singing group. [t was called the Custalow Brothers. My ]
played the guitar and all the other uncles: ||
were in the group. And so, they did that for years. I mean, they
traveled around to lots of different churches and sometimes out of state
singing gospel music 281

In addition to personal recollections, Homecoming was noted in popular publications that included detailed
speaking schedules (August 22, 1963) and recorded the regular occurrence of the event on the fourth Sunday
in August each year (February 18, 1971).

Table B4-21. Community Activities, 1960-1979: Annual Homecoming in Other Sources.
Date Excerpt
August 22, 1963 Mattaponi Baptist Church on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation will observe home-coming
next Sunday, Aug. 24.

Chief O. T. Custalow | NG /1! spcak at the 11:30 am.
service. Lunch will be served on the church grounds after the moming service and the Rev.
John H. Brooks, pastor of Chesapeake Baptist Church, will speak at a 2:30 pm. service. The

. “Intervicw: "y I o S :((sponi Indian Tribe,
July 26, 2023, PDF Page 2-3.

251_., “Interview: || - . |\ ~tt2poni [ndian Tribe, October 16, 2023,
PDF Page 13.

. tvicw: I Y . | otaponi Indian Tribe, July 28, 2023, PDF Page 3.

- 'tcrvicw: [ b I - I ! 2ttaponi Indian
Tribe, July 12, 2023, PDF Page 4.

. tevicw . - - [{attaponi [ndian Tribe, July 19, 2023, PDF
Page 6.
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Custalow's talk was very interesting and informative. He closed his remarks by asking
Cobbs Hall Chapter members to see that the state returns to the Mattaponi Tribe all or some
of their land taken from them. He also extended a cordial invitation to all to visit the
reservation and museum. 22

July 29, 1965 Chief O. T. Custalow | NN ¢! ihc |\attaponi Indian
Reservation, near West Point, has been invited to White Stone Baptist Church on August 3
at 7:30 p. m. to speak to the members of the various organizations of the Woman's
Missionary Society.

Chief Custalow [ ... ] recently was guest speaker at the Talbot Park Church in Norfolk, where
he was heard by a large group with much interest.

Princess White Feather (Mrs. Custalow) and his son, Little Chief Blue Wing || NN
accompany Chief Custalow when he speaks to different organizations
and they have been asked especially to come to the White Stone Church. 2%

August 15, 1965 [...] Also at the landing were Chief Custalow || I -
the Mattaponi Indians, his daughters, the Princesses Matoaka i
and Wa-Wa-ta-se and a band of Indians,
members of the Mattaponi tribe. |... | %

November 18, [...] See such treasures of the Mattaponi tribe as Pocahontas' necklace, Opechaneough'’s [sic;
1965 Opechancanough] tomahawk, the Execution Club that was to be used on Captain John
Smith, and many other historical Indian artifacts. 2%

January 27, 1966 | Chief Custalow || N s v (¢ Princess White Feather
and son Little Chief Blue Wing || NN (o thc Mattaponi Indian

Reservation appeared at the meeting of the "Sunbeams" class at Warsaw Baptist Church last
Friday. Shown with the Indian family front row [. tor. Mandy Gallagher, Penny Self,
Rhonda and Phillip Garrett. 2%

February 22, 1968 | Both chiefs, resplendent in full headdress, buckskins and a variety of arrowheads, bones and
teeth, strongly supported the request. 27

May 29, 1968 Many tribes are expected to bring crafts made on their reservations and these crafts will be
sold during the day. A few of the American Indian tribes invited, in addition to the
Chickahominy Tribe are: Pamunkey, Mattaponi, Shawnee, Rappahannock, Seneca,
Montaignais [sic; Montagnais], Cherokee, Tuscarrora [sic; Tuscarora], Taos-Navaho and
Mohegan.” 2%

March 28, 1969 Chief Hoskinowanaah [ sic; Hos-Ki-No-Wa-Na-Ah;
and Little Blue Wing | ! D¢ visiting the
departments of the Sunday School and will give to each person, age 2 through high school,
large photographs of themselves.

22 Staff, “Cobbs Hall Chapter Hears Indian Chief,” Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), January 21, 1965. See also: Staff,
“DAR To Hear Indian Chief,” Rappahannock Record (Kilmarmock, VA), January 7, 1965.

293 Staff, “Chief Custalow to Speak Sunday,” Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), July 29, 1965. See also: Staff, “White
Stone,” Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), August 12, 1965.

224 Staff, “The Idler's Colummn,” The Progress Index (Petersburg, VA), August 15, 1963,

293 Gtaff, “dth Annual Turkey Shoot,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 18, 1965.

296 Staff, “Chief Custalow and his wife Princess White Feather,” Northern Neck News (Warsaw, VA), January 27, 1966.

27 Staff, “Area Indians Visit Assembly,” Southside Sentinel (Urbanna, VA), February 22, 1968.

2% Staff, “Tsungani Dancers Plan Ceremonial,” Daily News Leader (Staunton, VA), May 29, 1963.
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August 1, 1970

November 17,
1971

November 25,
1971

October 10, 1972

MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Section IV, Part B

Excerpt

A painting of the late O. T. Custalow | N cic! of the
Mattaponi Indians for a quarter of a century, will be presented to the tribe Sunday by a
Roanoke Boy Scout Troop.

The painting will be hung in the Baptist Church which the chief served as pastor on the
reservation. [...]

Chief Custalow died in October, 1969 after serving 25 years as chief. [... ] 3™

[...] Pottery was made by the old-fashioned coil method. Clay was gathered on the
reservation, there being three places to gather it. (a) in the northeast part of the reservation,
on “Nannie Major’s creek” || N ('is is a white clay
intermixed with sand [... | Decoration of the pottery was in a marbled design made with
berry juice dyes; it was then glazed.

Baskets were also made, of various shapes. The State bought raffia {or the students; [... ]
Leatherwork was also taught. Mrs. Custalow |
- s there is hardly a person on the reservation today [except the youngest children]
who doesn’t know how to do leatherwork 3%

Mattaponi- Curtis L. Custalow Sr. || I -5 bccn
relected [sic] to a two-year term as chief of the Mattapom Indian reservation.

Members of the council were also re-elected with the addition of George F. Custalow Jr.

I ©. onc of the oldest men of hhe [sic; the]

tribe.

The election was by secret ballot with a grain of corn used to designate "yes" and a bean for
"no" following tribal custom 30

All the tribesmen wore headdresses over their civilian attire, and the governor correctly
pointed out that because of his station Chief Custelow [sic; Curtis Lee Custalow Sr.; b.1916
—d.2001] wore 100 feathers in his 37

A class of York Academy history students recently visited the Mattaponi Indian Reservation
in conclusion of a study of early American history.

Classes in Indian dance were conducted for the students by Princess White Feather |
I < -vchter, and Minnie-Ha-Ha [sic; Minnie Ha-Ha; ||

(. of Chief Curtis Custalow
I [y also gave explanations of Indian medicine and foods.

Following an orientation to the reservation, the students visited burial grounds, the local
church and the Mattaponi River.

Highlights of the visit included seeing Mattaponi Indian crafts and a tour through the Indian

museum. 38

304 Staff, “Mattaponi Tribe To Get Painting,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), April 3, 1970.

303 Interview with Gertrude Custalow Notes, 1 August 1970. Helen C. Rountree Fieldnotes, 1969-1973. Helen C. Rountree Papers,
National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. National Anthropological Archives, Washington, D.C. Box 2.

308 Staff, “Mattaponi Chief Gets New Term,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 17, 1971.

307 Staff, “Gov. Holton Bags Wild Turkey,” Suffolk News-Herald (Suffolk, VA), November 25, 1971.

398 Staff, “History Students Visit Reservation,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), October 10, 1972.
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November 23, Minnie Ha-Ha Custalow || Y i c:cntcd the
1972 governor with a small beadwork headband with the words "Gov. L. Holton" inscribed on it.

Holton said he would take the headband home and "share it with my voung ones." 3

October 16, 1973 | Members of the Augustine Wamer Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution
were guests Saturday at the Mattaponi Indian Reservation in King William County.

Chief Curtis L. Custalow Sr. | N (< chapter
members in Indian dances and discussed the history of the 125-acre reservation.

Custalow said it has a population of 60 persons and said more young people are returning to

the reservation since improved transportation methods allow them to work outside the
310

area.
November 22, Custalow I EEEENEGEGEE (0! Holton he would perform a brief
1973 war dance "just to prove the point that we have buried the hatchet and are working
together.”

[...] decked out in traditional Indian regalia, attended the presentation at the foot of the State
Capitol steps. Custalow himself displayed a long beaded and feathered headdress 3!

1974 ca. [Advertisement for Minnie-Ha-Ha [sic; Minnie Ha-Ha] Educational Trading Post]

Visit the Mattapom Indian Reservation at the Minnie-Ha-Ha [sic; Minnie Ha-Ha]
Educational Trading Post. See Indians in their native dress. Classes will be held on Indian
Culture. Indian Medicine, foods that are native to the Va. Indian. Native dances will be
taught by Princess Denise Carole Custalowjjjjilf the daughter of Chief Curtis L.
Custalow, St NG C|osscs will be taught by Mrs.

Curtis L. Custalow, Sr. (Minnic-Ha-I 2 [

March 20, 1974 [...] The pack was recently entertained at its annual Blue and Gold Banquet by Indian Chief

1.V "Thundercloud” Custalo Y - his
brother, Ted Custalow || - (o the Mattaponi

Indian Reservation at West Point.

The chief and his brother led the cubs in a round dance and then adults in a snake dance
before approximately 325 people attending the event.

Chief Thundercloud invited the cubs to visit the Indian reservations and museum at West
Point, 313

March 31, 1974 Welcome Dance (1974): This was done indoors, unlike the other two. Here are my
fieldnotes for the dance, recorded the same day: "Denise Custalo
led the children in an Indian dance before the speaking began. She was
dressed in buckskin (T think, real buck-skin), in a two piece outfit: a midi-length fringed

399 Staff, “Indians Give Gift to Holton,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 23, 1972. See also: Staff,
“Tax-exempt Virginia Indians Make Their Anmual Tribute,” Kingsport News (Kingsport, TN), November 24, 1972.

30 Staff, “Members Of DAR Visit Reservation,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), October 16, 1973, See also:
Staff, “DAR Chapter to Meet,” Mewport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), October 12, 1973.

11 Staff, “Indians Give Traditional Gifts to Holton,” The Danville Register (Danville, VA), November 22, 1973.

312 Copy of Advertisement for Minnie Ha-Ha Educational Trading Post, ca. 1974. Helen C. Rountree, Fieldnotes, 1973-1982 Helen
C. Rountree Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. National Anthropological Archives, Washington,
D.C. Box 2.

312 Staff, “Winners Listed in Pack's Kite Flying Contest,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), March 20, 1974.
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1978

September 17,
1978

November 22,
1978

April 29, 1979

Tuly 8, 1979
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(For more details and interesting accounts of Indian life in King
William County see interview with the Custalows, page 5). 26

When the smoke rose out of the Sistine Chapel in Rome announcing the new Pope had been

chosen, Minnie Ha Ha [sic; Minnie Ha-Ho: |
felt very proud of her heritage.

She saw the use of smoke to signal to 700 million Catholics in the world was proof that
Indians traditional use of smoke signals was not silly.

[...] Although so many of the Indian rituals and beliefs seem silly or strange to us today,
Mrs. Custalow explained that they are not really from what science has proven.

"My grandmother was a medicine woman," she said. Then and today the willow tree serves
as aspirin and balled up cob webs will stop the bleeding on a deep wound.

Although the Indians probably learned these remedies through centuries of observation and
experimentation, they work because the willow has the same chemical properties in it as
aspirin, and certain cob webs contain the human clotting agent, Mrs. Custalow explained.

The Custalows will be displaying different artifacts from the past, and art work done
recently, on Founders' Day. Mrs. Custalow will demonstrate the bead working craft on
looms, and will exhibit leatherwork, a bead on a medallion, and wooden bowls.??”

On Saturday, Sept. 9, Cub Scouts from Packs 4 and 30, and their families and leaders
traveled [ ... ] to visit the Mattaponi and Pumunky [sic; Pamunkey] Indian Reservations.

Chief Custallow |y o thc Matiaponi gave a
talk on how his tribe came to be located near West Point. His daughter led the scouts in a
Welcome Dance, having each scout participate 3%

As Litle Eaglc [, .1 Cloud
and other tribe members gathered at the foot of the Capitol
stairs, Dalton praised the tradition and “smoked” an unlit peace pipe offered by his guests.3?°

Christine Custalow || R ccrs nature in clay, creating the

face of the wind in the same manner her ancestors did hundreds of years ago.

The Mattaponi potter is one of 27 Powhatan Tribal Artisans who are learning to use clay the
way their forebears did, shaping pieces by hand and firing them outdoors with wood and
pine tags. #30

[...] Asa tribute to the Indians, the Pork, Peanut and Pine Festival at Chippokes State Park
will feature on Sunday two Indian tribes, the Mattaponi and the Pamunkey.

The festival on Saturday and Sunday will open at 10 a.m. with a peace pipe ceremony
performed by Chief Curtis L. Custalowjii I I, ©f (1<
Mattaponi. Chief Custalow will wear his traditional Indian dress, handmade by his wife
Princess Minnie Ha-H - N  its € 1/2-foot-
long, 60-pound headpiece of feather and beads.

326 Staff, “What's Happening in West Point Sept. 7, 8, 97 Southside Sentinel (Urbanna, VA), September 6, 1978. See also: Byrd,
J. “Mattaponi live in present with regard for past,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), September 6, 1978. Staff, “Town,
County to Celebrate,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), September 7, 1978.

31 Byrd, J. “Mattaponi live in present with regard for past,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), September 6, 1976.

328 Staff, “Cubs Visit Indians,” Suffolk News-Herald (Suffolk, VA), September 17, 1978.

327 Staff, “Indians Pay Tribute; give Gov. Turkey, Fish,” Suffolk News-Herald (Suffolk, VA), November 22, 1978.

330 Staff, “Celebrate The Day of The Dragon,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), April 29, 1979.
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1970 ca.

1975 ca.

1970 ca.

Section IV, Part B

Excerpt
dad. She went down and she told me, I don’t know how you guys do things
in North Carolina. But here in Virginia, you're not supposed to marry
Indians and whites. And you just married my son to an Indian gir] |
from the reservation. So that got
annulled and then finally later they found out that, if you went to
Washington D.C., anybody can get married there. [Laughter] So, they got
married in Washington, D.C.

[...] My dad's family, truthfully. They weren't at first very accepting at all of
my mothe S - (:iher gctiing
married and some pretty nasty stuff was said. My brother || NN

was born, some very bad stuff was said because they
didn't want having a mixed nephew or whatnot. So, I think that's a struggle.
And [ think that's why a lot of the women truthfully at that point in time did
not leave the reservation. My grandmother, most of them, honestly, I think
most all of the women down here when I was a kid that were someone's
grandparent, none of them had driver's license. They didn't leave the
reservation. The men always left the reservation to go do things because
they were scared to go. They were harassed !

I remember my mom telling me stories that we weren't allowed into bars,
and the same thing with separate restrooms. That's how it was here. Up 1n,
and that went into the [19]70s she told me that there are signs on bars and,
you know. [... ] Once I was driving up with my ex-girlfriend, she was
driving, but she accidentally drove too fast through a school zone, and we
were pulled over, and the deputy was immediately—when I said that T was
from the reservation, his whole demeanor changed 3%

But the discrimination was still there because, as I said, when I moved out
here, T lived in Richmond and you found out he was Indian that was great.
And people want to leam about who you are down here. They found out
who you were, and then it was like you know, you stay away. You can't play
with my kids. You can't, you know, go out with my daughter or any of this
stuff. You know, you're off limits. 3

Well, going to King William County had—I don't know if it was a
centennial or a celebration—And my daddy

he always traditionally did the peace pipe ceremony. And
we went there and he did that. And we have a lot of photographs when West
Point celebrated their centennial and we built a {loat and we participated.
And some people might think that doesn't sound like or mean a whole lot,
but back in the [19]60s and early [19]70s, a lot of those folks didn't want
you to be around them **

' I '1rervicw: I Uy I <) IR - M :ttaponi Indian Tribe, September

12, 2023, PDF Page 13.

" N "Iniervicw: I~ M. M:tiaponi Indian Tribe, July 18, 2023, PDF

Page 22.

>’ I ' torvicw: [ * © I - I . ottaponi Indian Tribe,

July 26, 2023, PDF Page 10.

' . "ntervicw: N b I - W - Mataponi Indian Tribe, March 23, 2023,

PDF Page 14.
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5. Criterion (b): 1980 to 1999

Introduction

Between 1980 and 1999, sources confirm that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe comprised a distinct community
“with consistent interactions and significant social relationships within its membership™ over time and
therefore fulfills Criterion (b) of 25 CFR 83.11. The community demonstrated “social relationships
connecting individual members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(i1)) and “patterns informal social interaction that exist
broadly among the members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(iii)), maintained through institutions such as the Mattaponi
Indian Baptist Church and the Mattaponi Indian Museum. Members of the Tribe continued to participate in
community and intertribal events, such as annual Homecoming services and powwows. The Mattaponi
Indian Tribe engaged in “cooperative labor or other economic activity among members™ during this period
(83.11 (b)(1)(1v)) through community operation at the Mattaponi fish hatchery and organization of tribal
events. “Strong patterns of discrimination or other social distinctions by non-members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(v))
were documented in experiences of racial discrimination and publications which distinguished the
Mattaponi Indian Tribe from the swrrounding tribal and non-Indian communities. The Mattaponi
community engaged in “shared...ritual activity” (83.11 (b)(1)(vi)) through the Mattaponi Indian Baptist
Church, which is one of several “cultural patterns shared among a portion of the entity that are different
from those of the non-Indian populations with whom it interacts™ (83.11 (b)(1)(vii)). This evidence
confirms the “persistence of a collective identity™ (83.11 (b)(1)(viii)) and demonstrates the continued
occupation and use of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(1)(ix)). This period also contains
evidence of note under Criterion 83.11 (b)(2), including the significant numbers of tribal members who
resided on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(2)(i)), maintained distinct cultural patterns
(83.11(b)(2)(ii1)), and retained distinct social and cultural institutions (83.11(b)(2)(iii)).

Generational Snapshot

In the period from 1980 to 1999, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was made up of ~407 known community
members. These included the direct descendants of the individuals recorded as the Historical Indian Tribe
in Section II: Historical Mattaponi Indian Tribe. The core community consisted of those individuals who
continued to live on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. During this period, some sources indicate the Tribe
had a population of approximately 75 people, though these estimates are limited to reservation residents.!
Tribal leadership at the time estimated total Mattaponi membership to be larger, between 450 and 600
individuals.* These estimates likely included residents, non-residents, and individuals who would be
eligible for Mattaponi membership but enrolled in other tribes with which they were eligible due to
patterned intermarriage (e.g. Upper Mattaponi). Family groupings at this time included but were not limited
to the following surnames: Ailmond, Custalow, Langston, Collins, and Major.

1 Sources that refer to the reservation population in this period include but are not limited to: Staff, “Watt's Statements Disturb
Virginia Indian Leaders,” Newport News Daily Press. January 31, 1983; Staff, “The Indian Life,” Rappahannock Record,
(Kilmarnock, VA), November 25, 1992; Latane II1, L., “Sacred Indian site threatened by reservoir,” Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk,
VA), September 27, 1999,

2 Sources that refer to the total tribal population include: Custalow, Chief Curtis. Interview: Curtis Custalow. edited by Helen
Rountree. National Anthropological Archive, Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, Original edition, Helen Rountree. 1986,
PDF Page 4-5;, Whitehead, B., “Documentary focuses on conflict between city, Mattaponi,” Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA),
November 22, 1998; Shaiman, M., “Mattaporni Shad Fishery Threatened,” On Indian Land, (Seattle, WA), 1998.
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Table B3-14. Community Activities, 1980-1999: Social Cooperation and Mutual Aid in Interviews.

Interviewee Date Excerpt

1987 ca. Maybe I was down at the niver, which I was not allowed to be alone. But
everyone kind of chimed in to help out. So, [ would have snacks at the
Allmond house. Sometimes [ would go visit over at
I hovse. And she would give me goodies or she
would report back to my mom | o

grandma | hocver was on the reservation at

the time. And saying, “Okay, well. il tock a nap over here or we just

gave her lunch.” You know, it was that type of life where kind of evervbody

pitched in 2%

1987 ca. [...] Everyone worked together. And we would clean the nets and stuff,
because back then, folks fished the tide. So, we spent a great deal of time when
Grandpo, N, .l corne back in,
help getting the fish out the nets, picking—cleaning the nets, mending the nets.
Which a lot of like my grandmother, my mom || -
I - 2 lot of my aunts and uncles did a lot of the net mending
and we were basically picking the knots out as children 7 ... ]

1990 ca. When I go back to the community, and the feeling, it wasn’t unusual for us to
live amongst each other and together. So, staying with vour grandmother and
living there or staying with your aunt’s family in time of need, or whether it be
your mother or father’s side of grandparents, you were all welcome and you
were taken care of, and it wasn’t looked at any differently. I think you might
see throughout the history and culture of the reservation that that’s a theme,
that a lot of people in their path when they needed some extra help or there
were some changes, that they had someone here to lean on or someone took
them in and helped them along the way 2%

The Tribe’s coordinated protest efforts against the proposed Newport News reservoir were also documented
in the press (e.g., May 20, 1999). Additional mutual aid efforts covered by journalists during this time were
fundraising and grant administration projects to support educational efforts (August 21, 1997) and the
hatchery (November 24, 1999).

Table B3-15. Community Activities, 1980-1999: Social Cooperation and Mutual Aid in Other Sources.
Date Excerpt
November 24, [...] Chief Evening star's?® visit and lecture were
1993 made possible through an educational grant to the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
Library from the Nettie [.okey and Charles Wiley Foundation, 210

August 21, 1997 | [...] The group greatly aided in the process of making the dream of restoring the Mattaponi
Indian culture a reality. A portion of their offerings collected during their concerts will go to

. ' 1ncrvic: |y N )attzponi Indian Tribe, August 22, 2023,
PDF Page 2.

" . “Intcrvicw: I~ ©y N - W . V' apon Indian Tribe, Septermber
12, 2023. PDF Page 3.

2 ' tervicw: I Pt One.” By I - M 2ttaponi Indian Tribe, December 15,
2022. PDF Page 3-4.

292 This article refers to | - < did not hold a formal government position within the Mattaponi Indian Tribe.
20 Staff, “Indian and colonial life demonstrated at Academy.” Rappahannock Record, (Kilmammock, VA), November 24, 1993.
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