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Excer t 
dad. She went down and she told me, I don't know how you guys do things 
in North Carolina. But here in Virginia, you're not supposed to marry 
Indians and whites. And you just married my son to an Indian girl 

from the reservation. So that got 
annulled and then finally later they found out that, if you went to 
Washington D. C., anybody can get married there. [Laughter] So, they got 
married in Washington, D.C. 

[ ... ] My dad's family, truthfully. They weren't at first very accepting at all of 

my �m�o�t�h�e " % % % % % % % �-% % % �-% �-% � and father getting 
married and some pretty nasty stuff was said. My brother 

was born, some very bad stuff was said because they 
didn't want having a mixed nephew or whatnot. So, I think that's a struggle. 
And I think that's why a lot of the women truthfully at that point in time did 
not leave the reservation. My grandmother, most of them, honestly, I think 
most all of the women down here when I was a kid that were someone's 
grandparent, none of them had driver's license. They didn't leave the 
reservation. The men always left the reservation to go do things because 
they were scared to go. They were harassed.361 

I remember my mom telling me stories that we weren't allowed into bars, 
and the same thing with separate restrooms. That's how it was here. Up in, 
and that went into the [19]70s she told me that there are signs on bars and, 
you know. [ ... ] Once I was driving up with my ex-girlfriend, she was 
driving, but she accidentally drove too fast through a school zone, and we 
were pulled over, and the deputy was immediately-when I said that I was 
from the reservation, his whole demeanor changed.362 

But the discrimination was still there because, as I said, when I moved out 
here, I lived in Richmond and you found out he was Indian that was great. 
And people want to learn about who you are down here. They found out 
who you were, and then it was like you know, you stay away. You can't play 
with my kids. You can't, you know, go out with my daughter or any of this 
stuff. You know, you're off limits. 363 

Well, going to King William County had-I don't know if it was a 
centennial or a celebration- And my daddy 

he always traditionally did the peace pipe ceremony. And 
we went there and he did that. And we have a lot of photographs when West 
Point celebrated their centennial and we built a float and we participated. 
And some people might think that doesn't sound like or mean a whole lot, 
but back in the [19]60s and early [19]70s, a lot of those folks didn't want 

I you to be around them .364 

,"by and , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, September 
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," by and , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, 

by and , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, March 23, 2023, 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (b ): 1960 to 1979 

(b)-238 



MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE 
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Section IV, Part B 

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe was also distinguished from the surrounding Indian and non-Indian 
communities by outsiders. These included journalists speaking about the Mattaponi Indian Reservation and 
reporting on its distinct way oflife, including the Tribe's spiritual and political practices (e.g. February 18, 
1971; February 15, 1974; July 8, 1979), and scholars engaging in ethnographic research and analysis 
(Rountree 1973). 

Table B4-27 Distinction and Discrimination 1960-1979· Other Sources 
' 

LDate Excerpt 
August 7, 1961 They are the leading family of some 20 families ofMattaponi Indians on the reserve, all that 

are left of a once great tribe.365 

September 7, The Mattaponi Indian Reservation in King William County, 12 miles almost north from 
1961 West Point, which is ruled over by ChiefHos-ki-no-wa-na-ah (better known as 0. T. 

Custalow) was featured in picture and story in a 
recent Sunday magazine section of the Baltimore Morning Sun. 

The chief himself, in full regalia, adorned the front cover-all of it-in a tremendous and I impressive color print. 

[ ... ] The story goes on to tell about Chief Custalow and his tribe, about the museum and the 
ways of livelihood of the Indians on the reservation. 366 ~ 

-
November 22, [ .. . ] On Sunday, November 25, at 3:30 the Church Aide Circle of the Calvary Baptist 
1962 Church will present Chief 0. T. Custalow and his 

son, Blue Win from the Indian Reservation at Mattaponi. 
These Indians will be wearing their native costumes. 367 

November 22, From a reservation of 40,000 acres with 7,000 tribal members in 1648, the reservation has 
1963 dwindled to 125 acres the tribe numbers slightly over 300 people, only 65 of them living on 

the reservation. 

Once Virginia had 32 reservations; now there are only the Mattaponis and Pamunkeys, the 
latter tribe owning 750 acres.368 

January 21, 1965 The Mattaponi Tribe, was allowed, as wards of the State, to live on approximately 40,000 
acres. These acres have dwindled to approximately 125 acres per Indian now on the 

I Reservation, about 60 living at the present time on this small reservation. He said they were 
proud of their race, American Indians, and wished to remain an Indian Race. 369 

I November 26, 0. T. Custalow accompanied by two of his 13 
1965 children, and wearing the tribal costumes and headdress met with Gov. Albertis S. Harrison 

briefly and then cornered newsmen to report that things weren't going well on the 
reservation. 

[ .. . ] The chief said he hoped the white man's government would give back to the Indian 
some of the land taken earlier, especially valuable timberland owned now by the 
Chesapeake Corp., a paper making firm. "We could work the timber on some nearby land," 
Custalow said. The reservation operates a fishery and traps and farms but all of the work is 
seasonal, he said. He said the farming was too small to be profitable_37° 

365 Staff, "Chief 0. T. Custalow," Coventry Evening Telegraph (West Midlands, England), August 7, 1961. 
366 Staff, "Indian Reservation Featured in Baltimore Newspaper," The Tidewater R eview (West Point, VA), September 7, 1961. 
367 Staff, "Colored News," Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), November 22, 1962. 

I 

I 

368 Staff, "Prince George Club Hears Facts, Figures on Indian Tribes," The Progress-Index (Petersburg, VA), November 22, 1963. 
369 Staff, "Cobbs Hall Chapter Hears Indian Chief," Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), January 21 , 1965. 
37 0 Staff, "Indian Chief Pays Tribe's Tribute to Va. Governor," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 26, 
1965. 
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Excerpt 
It looks like your bounty is pretty good this year," the governor told the chiefs of the 
shrinking :tvfattaponi and Pamunkey Indian tribes which still live on state-maintained 
reservations in King William County.371 

-

~ rch 28, 1969 They are from the Powhatan Tribe on the :tvfattaponi Reservation in Virginia. They are 
Christians and will be telling about their lives as Indians in America today. 372 

February 18, 1971 [ ... ] Not the far western kind, who live in hovels on the dusty plains and whose poverty and 
other problems are a national scandal. These are the remnants of the :tvfattaponi and 
Pamunkey tribes, still living on reservations set aside for them by the colonial legislature 

I August 27, 1971 

Rountree 1973 

I :tvfarch 10, 1973 

313 years ago, long before the white men forced their brothers across the mountains and into 
the least promising comers of the country. 

[ ... ] In such a backwater, the :tvfattaponi are no richer and not much poorer than their I 
neighbors. They live in small homes, but they keep warm. They go to the county public 
schools - by bus, without complaining. They are free to go to the city, to Richmond or north 
or even to California to seek jobs, and often they do. But most of them come back.373 

[ ... ] "Indian parents still leave time for their children," said Curtis Custalow -
chief of the Mattaponi reservation near here. "We believe 

that communication- whether it be between parent and child or between nations - is the 
answer to most of today's problems." 

[ ... ] Custalow said overt discrimination against Indians is rapidly disappearing. 

"In fact," he noted, "it seems to be the 'in' thing these days to claim at least some Indian 
blood." 

[ ... ] Noting the current furor over forced school busing to achieve racial balance, Custalow 
said the controversy is considered ironic by many Virginia Indians. 

"It wasn't very many years ago that Indian children had to be transported all the way to 
Oklahoma to get a high school education. There weren't any schools for them here. [ . .. ]"374 

The :tvfattaponi are like the Pamunkey in many ways, since both are conditioned by living in 
a reservation situation in a state which acknowledges only two races, "White" and 
"Colored." The Mattaponi are an Indian-White mixture like the Pamunkey, and they have 
suffered from the same attacks and discriminations. They follow much the same life style as 
do their non-Indian neighbors, with the same exceptions as at Pamunkey: there are 
differences of government and outlook due to their official Indian status. 375 

The tribes, among the last descendants of the once-powerful Powhatan Confederacy, have 
seen their numbers dwindle from the thousands to fewer than 100 on the reservations. 
Pamunkey tribe members said only 42 now live with the tribe and 55 :tvfattaponi live on 
tribal land nine miles away. 376 

371 Staff, "Indians Pay the Tax," The Bonham Favorite (Bonham, TX), November 22, 1968 . See Also: Staff, "Indians Bring in 
Their Tax," Courier-Post (Camden, NJ), November 22, 1968; Staff, "Of Many Matters," The Post & Times-Star (Cincinnati, OH), 
November 22, 1968; Staff, "Chiefs Pay Taxes; Old English Law," Dixon Evening Telegraph (Dixon, IL), November 22, 1968; 
McHale, E. "State Indians Pay Taxes with Turkey, Fish, Deer," Northern Virginia Sun (Fairfax, VA), November 22, 1968 . 
372 Staff, "Indian Chief and Son to Visit First Baptist Church March 30-- 9 :40 A.M," The Times (Munster, IN), March 28, 1969. 
373 Furgurson, Ernest. B., "The Advantages of Backwater Living," The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD), February 18, 1971. 
374 Wilbur, George W., "Virginia Indians Appear to Have Safely Navigated Around Social Upheavals," The Bee (Danville, VA), 
August 27, 1971. 
375 Rountree, Helen Clark, "Indian Land Loss in Virginia: A Prototype ofU. S. Federal Indian Policy," PhD diss., (University of 
Wisconsin, Milwaukee), 1973. 
376 Nichols, J. , "Wounded Knee Tensions Secondary in Va. Indians' Minds," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), 
March 10, 1973. 
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Excerpt 
[ ... ] bring a Custalow boy and several others from the Mattaponi, into the Teen Club. And 
one of the boys there at the Teen Club, a white boy, spoke to the - I think the boy's name 
was Keith Custalow·••·•··•·····and said "where's your tomahawk, 
Chief? D'you bring your tomahawk?" [ ... ] I do think later this same boy who brought the 

Indians, Reel, married an Indian girl■•••••••••••■ and there was a big 
writeup in the newspaper.377 

February 14, 1974 The chief and his family still live in Indian 

February 15, 1974 

November 10, 
1974 

July 8, 1979 

I July 18, 1979 

tradition on the reservation near West Point. 378 

[ ... ] Modem Indians, many converted to a one-God religion, still cling to some ancient 
ways, and on the Mattaponi Indian reservation in Virginia, when a chief is buried, it is with 
a Bible in one hand and a tomahawk (to show he did not forsake Indian ways) in the 
other.379 

[ ... ] Chiefs Curtis Custalow of the Mattaponi, 
Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook of the Pam unkey and Oliver Adkins of the Chickahom iny tribes 
are staunch defenders of the stories that they say took place on and around the land of their 
people in eastern Virginia. Chief Custalow says that Pocahontas is "highly thought of as a 
princess among our people." On the subject of her having adopted so readily much of the 
white man's way of life after she was taken to Jamestown and her marriage to Rolfe, Chief 
Custalow believes she did what she felt was best at the time for her people. [ ... ] Chief 
Custalow agrees that if the remains of the princess are returned from England, it should be 
to Indian land in Virginia. 380 

Modern life styles contrast with the life the Indians live today on their reservation in King 
William County. For example, the tribes are still governed by a tribal council which forbids 

women to vote. 
381 7 

First-time visitors to this year's Pork, Peanut and Pine festival included Chief Curtis L. 

Custalow ··•·•••••••••••■ of the nonfederally recognized 
Mattaponi Indian tribe. 

[ ... ] Because the Mattaponi do not have a treaty with the federal government the 22 families 
living on the King William reservation are not under Bureau of Indian Affairs and are not 
eligible for Indian health services. 

"The federal government does have some trust responsibility," Chief Custalow said, "but the 
tribe is under the supervision of the state." 

[ .. . ] The Chief also said that his costume which features a headdress of 100 simulated golden 
eagle feathers is not an authentic Mattaponi ceremonial dress but rather a mixture of the 
Mattaponi and Plains Indian dress. 

"At the time it was made for me," he said, "people and the media were expecting to see this 
type of costume. At that time I was appearing a lot and doing a lot of things so the costume 
was made to satisfy what the public thought the Indian should look like." 

377 Interview with Mason, 5 January 1974. Helen C. Rountree, Fieldnotes, 1973-1982 Helen C. Rountree Papers, National 
Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. National Anthropological Archives, Washington, D.C. Box 2. 
378 Staff, "Cub Scout Banquet Feb. 22," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), February 14, 1974. 
379 Ellis, M., "People Of Past Ages Worshiped Nature," The Indianapolis Star (Indianapolis, IN), February 15, 1974. See also: 
Ellis, Mel. "Standing in Awe of Sunset," Arizona Daily Sun (Flagstaff, Arizona), April 3, 197 4. 
380 Decker, J. , "Is Pocahontas Coming Home?" Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), November 10, 1974. 
381 Berryman, L. "Mattaponi, Pamunkey Indians Attend Chippokes Festival," Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), 
July 8, 1979. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (b ): 1960 to 1979 

(b)-241 



Date 

July 25, 1979 

Conclusion 

MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE 
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Section IV, Part B 

Excer t 
[ ... ] Chief Custalow said that the Mattoapni [sic; Mattaponi] and other nonfederally 
recognized Indian tribes can apply for federal recognition. To receive recognition from the 
federal government the tribe must be able to prove that it was one of the aborigine tribes and 
has been recognized as a tribe by the state or church. 

He added that the Mattaponi would probably not have trouble obtaining recognition if they 
chose to apply since they have been recognized by the Virginia government since the 

___ si_gning of the treaty. 
382 I 

[ ... ] The Powhatan Nation is a confederation of eastern American tribes which once 7 
numbered more than 30. Today only seven survive, the Patomac [sic; Potomac], Pamunkey, 
Nansamond [ sic; Nansemond], Mattaponi, Upper Mattaponi, Chickahominy and Nanzatico­
Rappahannock.383 

The evidence above demonstrates that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was distinguished from the surrounding 
communities by outsiders, including journalists, politicians, and other tribes who invited Mattaponi people 
to speak on behalf of and otherwise represent the group, showing "strong patterns of discrimination and 
other patterns of distinction by non-members" (83.11 (b)(l)(v)). The Mattaponi Indian Tribe maintained 
"shared sacred or secular ritual activity" (83.11 (b)(l)(vi)), wedding longstanding Mattaponi cultural 
patterns with the practices of the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church. Members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe 
clearly consider themselves a distinct group with "cultural patterns shared among a portion of the entity," 
(83.11 (b )(l)(vii)) as shared by interviewees who discussed the challenges of maintaining their Indian 
identity following the Racial Integrity Act and demonstrated by individuals serving as tribal representatives 
at public events and in the popular press. These actions demonstrate the existence of a "collective identity" 
(83.11 (b)(l)(viii)), and "distinct cultural patterns" (83.11 (b)(2)(iii)) were observed among the Mattaponi 
between 1960 and 1979. 

Evidentiary Applicability 

Based on the evidence presented above, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe fulfills the requirements of Criterion 
83 .11 (b )( 1) throughoutthe period from 1960 to 1979. 

382 Harrell, B., "Va. Indians open festival," The Smithfield Times (Smithfield VA), July 18, 1979. 
383 Wolcott, P. G., "Teepee Erected in Front of Booth Indian Exhibit Highlights Fair Theme," Asbury Park Press (Asbury Park, 
NJ), July 25, 1979. 
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5. Criterion (b ): 1980 to 1999 

Introduction 

Between 1980 and 1999, sources confinn that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe comprised a distinct community 
"with consistent interactions and significant social relationships within its membership" over time and 
therefore fulfills Criterion (b) of 25 CFR 83.11. The community demonstrated "social relationships 
connecting individual members" (83.11 (b)(l)(ii)) and "patterns informal social interaction that exist 
broadly among the members" (83.11 (b)(l)(iii)), maintained through institutions such as the Mattaponi 
Indian Baptist Church and the Mattaponi Indian Museum. Members of the Tribe continued to participate in 
community and intertribal events, such as annual Homecoming services and powwows. The Mattaponi 
Indian Tribe engaged in "cooperative labor or other economic activity among members" during this period 
(83.11 (b)(l)(iv)) through community operation at the Mattaponi fish hatchery and organization of tribal 
events. "Strong patterns of discrimination or other social distinctions by non-members" (83.11 (b )(l)(v)) 
were documented in experiences of racial discrimination and publications which distinguished the 
Mattaponi Indian Tribe from the surrounding tribal and non-Indian communities. The Mattaponi 
community engaged in "shared ... ritual activity" (83.11 (b)(l)(vi)) through the Mattaponi Indian Baptist 
Church, which is one of several "cultural patterns shared among a portion of the entity that are different 
from those of the non-Indian populations with whom it interacts" (83.11 (b )(l)(vii)). This evidence 
confirms the "persistence of a collective identity" (83.11 (b)(l)(viii)) and demonstrates the continued 
occupation and use of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(l)(ix)). This period also contains 
evidence of note under Criterion 83.11 (b )(2), including the significant numbers of tribal members who 
resided on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b )(2)(i)), maintained distinct cultural patterns 
(83.1 l(b )(2)(iii)), and retained distinct social and cultural institutions (83.1 l(b )(2)(iii)). 

Generational Snapshot 

In the period from 1980 to 1999, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was made up of c407 known community 
members. These included the direct descendants of the individuals recorded as the Historical Indian Tribe 
in Section II: Historical Mattaponi Indian Tribe. The core community consisted of those individuals who 
continued to live on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. During this period, some sources indicate the Tribe 
had a population of approximately 75 people, though these estimates are limited to reservation residents.' 
Tribal leadership at the time estimated total Mattaponi membership to be larger, between 450 and 600 
individuals.2 These estimates likely included residents, non-residents, and individuals who would be 
eligible for Mattaponi membership but eruolled in other tribes with which they were eligible due to 
patterned intermarriage ( e.g. Upper Mattaponi). Family groupings at this time included but were not limited 
to the following surnames: Allmond, Custa/ow, Langston, Collins, and Major. 

1 Sources that refer to the reservation population in this period include but are not limited to: Staff, "Watt's Statements Disturb 
Virginia Indian Leaders," Newport News Daily Press. January 31, 1983; Staff, ''The Indian Life," Rappahannock Record, 
(Kilmarnock, VA), November 25, 1992; Latane Ill, L., "Sacred Indian site threatened by reservoir," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, 
VA), September 27, 1999. 
2 Sources that refer to the total tribal population include: Custalow, Chief Curtis. Interview: Curtis Custalow. edited by Helen 
Rountree. National Anthropological Archive, Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, Original edition, Helen Rountree. 1986, 
PDF Page 4-5; \Vhitehead, B., "Documentary focuses on conflict between city, Mattaponi," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), 
November 22, 1998; Shaiman, M., "Mattaponi Shad Fishery Threatened," On Indian Land, (Seattle, WA), 1998. 
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Table B 5-1. Generational Snapshot, 1980-1999: Known Community Individuals, 1980. 
[ 

3 This individual shows up on the 1910 census in the Mattaponi tribal community and has Mattaponi lineage. They are also affiliated with the Upper Mattaponi Indian Tribe. 
4 •••••••■ was a Mattaponi Tribal citizen. She married ••••••••1(Chickahominy) and relocated to the Chickahominy tribal community. Their 
descendants are affiliated with the Chickahominy Indian Tribe. 
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was a Mattaponi Tribal citizen. She married 
descendants are affiliated with the Chickahominy Indian Tribe. 
6 ••••••••■ was a Mattaponi Tribal citizen. She married 
descendants are affiliated with the Upper Mattaponi Indian Tribe. 

(Chickahominy) and relocated to the Chickahominy tribal community. Their 

(Upper Mattaponi) and relocated to the Upper Mattaponi Tribal Community. Their 
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The Mattaponi community remained centered on the 125-acre Mattaponi Indian Reservation in King 
William County, Virginia, throughout the period from 1980 to 1999. In 1981, Dr. Helen Rountree created 
a map of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation as part of her fieldwork. Dr. Rountree described the process of 
creating this map in her notes: "Map made Sept. 13, 1981 to replace poorer one made Oct. 10, 1980. 
Reservation inhabitants, according to Curtis Custalow, Sr., Interviewed Oct. 10, 1980 (beefed up from my 
records.)" 7 

Figure B5-1. Map of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation, 1981. 

Along with her map, Dr. Rountree created a list of all households residing on the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation at the time. The table below has been compiled to be as accurate to Dr. Rountree's original 
notes as possible. Her findings indicate that in 1981 there were 25 households on the reservation with 60 to 
75 residents. The original list has also been provided. 

Table B5-2 Generational SnaQshot 1980-1999· Rountree List o(Mattaooni Indian F£servation F£sidents 1981 8 

' ' 
Population HH # Household 

2 1 Head of Household 

Spouse 

7 Hand drawn map of Reservation, 13 September 1981. Helen C. Rountree, Fieldnotes, 1973-1982 Helen C. Rountree Papers, 
National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, National Anthropological Archives, Washington, D.C. Box 2. 
8 Ibid Please note, Rountree's genealogy does not match the documentation in Tribe's current Family Tree Maker database in all 
cases. Where possible, we have noted mi stakes. 
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Excer t 
the Pamunkey Museum are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 1 to 5 on Sunday. 
20 

Virginia Indians 
Yesterday ... Today .. Tomorrow! [ ... ] 
The inhabitants of this tribe live on a Reservation which stretches along the borders of the 
Mattaponi River in King William County, Virginia.21 [ ... ] 

Kindergarten students from Rappahannock Central Elementary School visited the Mattaponi 
Indian Reservation in King William. 22 

The Mattaponi Tribe, with a population of 100, is also in King William County.[ . .. ] 23 

.. ] Special guests were Minnie Ha-Ha Custalow 
and Chief Emeritus Curtis L. Custalow Warhorse 
of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation in King William County. 24 

_J 
The Mattaponis are chiefly in King William county on the Mattaponi River. They live near 
the Pamunkeys, to whom they are closely related.25 

"The Mattaponi and Pamunkey still reside in King William County on, reserved land they 
have held since the 17th century." 26 

McGowan is a descendent the Powhatan Indians 
and 1s a member of the Mattapom Indian Tnbe m King Wilham County. The Mattapom 
Indian reservation dates back to 1658 and stretches along the border of the Mattaponi River 
on over 125 acres. There are only about 75 Indians remaining at the reservation. 

McGowan, who lives on the reservation near West Point.27 

Shirley Custalow McGowan of the Mattaponi 
tribe [ ... ] who lives on the King William County reservation.28 

The Mattaponi Reservation is one of five existing Powhatan tribes located near West Point. 29 

-
[ ... ] There were other interesting guests, such as the Native American Shirley "Little Dove" 
McGowen of the Mattapom Tnbe, Kmg 
William, VA[ .. . ] 30 

[ ... ] At the 125-acre Mattaponi Reservation some 30 minutes from the Pamunkey land, an 
old portrait of Pocahontas peers out from a cracked window of the museum, a worn brick 
rambler. Don't be ut off. The cluttered galle is a trove of entrancing curios and m thic 

20 Butler, K., "Tribal diaries," Newport News Daily Press, (Newport News, VA), December 12, 1985. 
21 "Virginia Indians Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow!," 1986 . Governor Baliles, Gerald L. 1986 - 1990. Executive Papers, Accession 
33702, State Government Records Collection. Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia. Box 125, Folder 8. 
22 Staff, "Thanksgiving Lesson," Southside Sentinel, (Urbanna, VA), November 25, 1987. 
23 Gilley, L., "Return of Land to Indians Bringing Dream to Life," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), August 29, 1988 . 
24 Staff, "'Pirates and Indians' Delight Children at Museum," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), October 6, 1988. 
25 Wayland, J. W., "Pocahontas And Her People," Glo-Quips, (Gloucester , VA), November 30, 1988. 
26 Staff, "Indians pay annual tax tribute in wild turkeys," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), December 5, 1989 . 
27 Staff, "The Indian Life," RappahannockRecord, (Kilmarnock, VA), November 25, 1992. 
28 Staff, "Specialist on Powhatan Indians to speak Wednesday at RCC," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), February 10, 
1994. 
29 Staff, "Indian Village Re-Creation Coming To SVCC, Area Schools," The F annville Herald, (Farmville, VA), October 19, 1994. 
30 Rusty McQuire, "VMI Color Guard greets Wayne Newton at Royal Celebration," Glo-Quips, (Gloucester, VA), December 
15,1994. 
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Conclusion 
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Excer t 
items. Follow Route 30 to Routes 640 and 625 and watch for signs (Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.~ 
and Sunday 1-5 pm, weekday hours vary; 75 cents; 804-769-2229).31 

[ ... ]"the Mattaponi Reservation, which is one of the five existing Powhatan tribes that were 
located near West Point.32 

[ ... ]"Opposition to the project has come from the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indians, two ~ 
the oldest tnbes m the nat10n, and a number of environmental groups. 

The Indians have lived in relative isolation on separate King William County reservations.33 

She commissioned artist Alfred Danet last summer to carve the pole in time for the tribe's 
annual June owwow on its reservation in West Point.34 

Newport News' plans to create a 1,500-acre reservoir about three miles from the Mattaponi 
Indian Reservation in King William County.35 

The Mattaponi, who live on a 125-acre reservation beside the Mattaponi River- just a couple 
of miles northeast of the Cohoke Mill Creek reservoir site. 36 

Flowing southeast through the counties east of Richmond, the Mattaponi and Pamunkey 
rivers come together at West Point to form the York River. The Mattaponi and Pamunkey 
reservations are located between these two rivers.37 

[ ... ] Mrs. Elizabeth Custalow of the Mattaponi tribe reservation in King William. 38 

These records demonstrate that a significant portion of known ivlattaponi ancestors lived "in a geographical 
area exclusively or almost exclusively composed of members" (83.11 (b )(2)(i)). Such geographic clustering 
results from and reinforces the significant "social relationships connecting individual members" (83.11 
(b )(l)(ii)), "rates or patterns of informal social interaction that exist broadly among the members of the 
entity" (83.11 (b)(l)(iii)), and "shared or cooperative labor or other economic activity among members" 
(83.11 (b)(l)(iv)). 

Community Ties 

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe maintained ties internally and with other Virginia Indian commumbes 
throughout this period. The table below lists all known births within the ivlattaponi community during this 
period. The birth certificates and census records cited detail the years of birth and location for ivlattaponi 
birth events, illustrating the lines of descent within the Tribe between 1980 and 1999 and the continued 
geographic clustering of the tribal community in key areas like Richmond, the nearest urban center to the 

31 Marc Silver, "Pocahontas, For Real," US News & World Report 118, no. 24 (June 19, 1995): 61. 
32 Staff, "Lively Day plans under way," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), August 22, 1996. 
33 Chowning, L. S., "Proposed King William reservoir to serve Newport News is drenched with opposition," Southside Sentinel, 
(Urbanna, VA), January 9, 1997. 
34 Staff, "Tribe rejects offer of'Spirit Pole' from woman," The Indian Trader, (La Mesa, CA), September 1998. 
35 Whitehead, B., "Documentary focuses on conflict between city, Mattaponi," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), November 22, 
1998. 
36 Latane III, L., "Sacred Indian site threatened by reservoir," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), September 27, 1999. 
37 Jenkins, M. R., "Indians head to Capitol for Thanksgiving tribute," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), November 24, 1999. 
38 Staff, "Locals," Gia-Quips, (Gloucester, VA), December 2, 1999. 
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Reservation in King William County, and Philadelphia.39 From the period from 1980 to 1999, 
approximately - 117 individuals were born in the Mattaponi community. 

Table B5-4. Community Ties, 1980-1999: Birth Events. 
Year Reference 
1991 Richmond, VA40 

1991 Richmond, V A41 

1994 Richmond, V A42 

1995 Richmond, VA43 

1986 Williamsburg, VA 44 

1989 Hemico, V A45 

1984 Broward, FL 46 

1986 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 47 

1996 Fredericksburg, VA 48 

1995 Hemico, VA49 

1981 Mojave, AZ50 

Somers Point, NJ51 
-----'--
1992 

39 Please note that in some cases, the birth certificates of individuals known to have been born on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation 
state they were born in King William County, which surrounds the Reservation. In these cases, the petition narrative and Family 
Tree Maker database cite the source that specifies a birth took place on the Reservation in addition to the birth certificate. 
40 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

41 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

42 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

43 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

44 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Williamsburg, 

ii Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 
Se 
46 Florida Birth Records (State of Florida), Florida Birth Certificate, Broward County, 

41 Florida Birth Records (State ofF1orida), Florida Birth Certificate, Broward County, Ft. Lauderdale, -48 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Fredericksburg, 

49 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

50 Arizona Birth Records (State of Arizona), Arizona Birth Records, Mohave County, Wikieup, 

51 New Jersey Birth Records (State of New Jersey), New Jersey Birth Certificate, Atlantic County, 
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Year 
1998 
1985 

1988 

1988 
1988 
1991 
1993 

1993 
1999 
1987 

1981 

1994 

1995 

1990 

Reference 
Somers Point, NJ52 

Atlantic, NJ53 

Henrico, V A54 

Henrico, VA 55 

Henrico, VA 56 

Henrico, VA 57 

Henrico, VA 58 

Philadelphia, P A59 

Philadelphia, PA 60 

Henrico, VA 61 

Riehm ond, VA 62 

Riverside, CA63 

Henrico, VA 64 

Henrico, V A65 

52 New Jersey Birth Records (State of New Jersey), New Jersey Birth Certificate, Atlantic CoW1ty, Somers Point, 

53 New Jersey Birth Records (State of New Jersey), New Jersey Birth Certificate, Atlantic CoW1ty, Atlantic City, 

54 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico CoW1ty, 

55 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico CoW1ty, 

56 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico, 

57 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico, 

58 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico CoW1ty, 

59 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia, 

60 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia, 

61 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico, 

62 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

63 California Birth Records (State of California), California Birth Certificate, Riverside CoW1ty, Moreno Valley, 

64 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico, 

65 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico CoW1ty, 
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Reference 
Henrico, V A66 

1980 Henrico, V A67 

1987 Richmond, VA68 

1983 Richmond, VA 69 

1992 Chesterfield, V A71 

Richmond, VA72 

J 
1993 Dallas, TX73 

1980 Virginia Beach, VA74 

1985 Virginia Beach, VA 75 

1987 Richmond, VA76 

1983 Richmond, VA 77 

1985 
1987 

66 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

c1 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia) , Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, Richmond, 

£ Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

69 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virgirria Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

70 was adopted by her paternal grandparents after the death of her father. 
71 Virginia Adoption Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Firial Order of Adoption, Virginia, Chesterfield, 

1Z Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virgirria), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

73 Texas Birth Records (State of Texas), Texas Birth Certificate, Dallas County, 

14 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Virginia Beach, 
See also: Final Judgement Changing Name, Name Change Petition, Florida, Palm Beach, 

75 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Virginia Beach, 

76 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

77 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 
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Parents Total Individuals --+-- Reference 
t-----+-

Ri chm on d, VA 78 
Year 

78 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

79 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

1993 

1987 
1990 
1982 
1990 

1998 

1983 
1985 
1987 

1995 

1983 

00 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

L Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Fredericksburg, 

82 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Fredericksburg, 

j3 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Newport News, 

£ Virginia Bir1h Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Newport News, 

85 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico, 

Riehm ond, VA 79 

Hemico, V A80 

Fredericksburg, VA 81 

Fredericksburg, VA 82 

New ortNews, VA83 

Newport News, VA 84 

Hemico, V A85 

Onslow, NC86 

Richmond, VA 87 

Hemico, VA 88 

Richmond, VA 89 

Richmond, VA90 

L 

J North Carolina Birth Records (State of North Carolina), North Carolina Birth Certificate, Onslow County, 

ITT Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

88 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

J Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

90 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 
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1987 
1990 

1988 
1990 

1980 
1985 

1991 

1999 

1988 
1992 

1985 
1988 

Reference 
Philadelphia, PA91 

Richmond, VA94 

Hemico, VA95 

Richmond, VA96 

Richmond, V A97 

Hemico, V A99 

Hemico, VA 100 

Williamsburg, V A1°1 

Hemico, V A102 

Richmond, V A1°3 

91 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia, 

92 

have vital records on file. 
93 

was previously enrolled within the Mattaponi Tribe. She is no longer enrolled, and she does not 

was previously enrolled within the Mattaponi Tribe. She is no longer enrolled, and she does 
not have vital records on file. 
94 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

95 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

£ Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

£ Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

98 is an enrolled member of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe and is documented by her state issued Birth 
Certificate. To date, the sibling otJI■■■■■■■■■■, is not enrolled, and does not have vital records on file. 
99 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

100 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

101 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Williamsburg, 

102 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

103 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia) , Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 
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1989 

1980 
1982 

198~ 

Reference 
Richmond, V A104 

Williamsburg, VA 105 

Riehm ond, VA 106 

Salem, V A1°7 

Hemico, V A108 

Hemico, V A109 

Hemico, V A110 

Hemico, VA 111 

Hemico, VA 112 

Hemico, VA 113 

1989 
1991 
1992 
1999 
1987 I Richmond, VA114 

1988 
1990 

Richmond, VA 115 

Richmond, VA 116 

1982 Richmond, VA 117 

1983 Riehm ond, VA 118 

104 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

105 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Williamsburg, 

106 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

107 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Salem County 

108 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico County, 

109 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico County, 

11 0 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico County, 

11 1 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

11 2 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico County 

11 3 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

114 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

115 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

11 6 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

117 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond 

11 8 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 
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Reference 
-------,I-

Abington, P A119 

Abington, PA 120 

Philadelphia, PA121 

Philadelphia, PA 122 

Philadelphia, PA 123 

PhiladelJ)hia, PA 124 

1990 Philadelphia, PA125 

1993 Philadelphia, PA126 

19~ Philadelphia, PA127 

19~ Bucks, PA128 

Clark, NV129 

Richmond, VA 130 

Henrico, V A131 

Henrico, VA 132 

Isa be Ila, N.II133 

11 9 Pennsylvania Birth Records ( Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Montgomery County, Abington, 

120 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Abington, Montgomery County, 

121 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County, 
Philadelphia, 
122 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County, 
Philadelphia, 
123 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County, 
Philadelphia, 
124 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County, 
Philadelphia, 
125 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County, -

126 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County,_ 

127 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County,_ 

128 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Bucks County, 

129 Nevada Birth Records (State of Nevada), Nevada Birth Certificate, Clark County, Boulder City, 

130 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

131 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico, 

132 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico, 

133 Michigan Birth Records (State of Michigan), Michigan Birth Certificate, Isabella County, 
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Year 
1983 
1986 
1990 

Reference 
Virginia Beach, 

VA134 

Virginia Beach, 
VA135 

Virginia Beach, 
VA136 

1998 Williamsburg, VA137 

-1989 Hemico, V A138 

1993 Richmond, VA139 

19~ Chesterfield, V A1
40 

1984 Richmond, V A141 

1997 

1998 

19~ 
1992 

1981 

134 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Virginia Beach, 

135 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Virginia Beach, 

136 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Virginia Beach, 

137 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Williamsburg, 

138 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Hemico County, 

139 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

140 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Chesterfield County, 

141 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

Chesterfield, VA 142 

Williamsburg, VA 143 

Richmond, VA 144 

Virginia Beach, 
VA14s 

Boulder, NV146 

142 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virgirlia Birth Certificate, Chesterfield County, 

143 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virgirlia Birth Certificate, Williamsbuig, 

144 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

145 Virgirlia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virgirlia Birth Certificate, Virgirlia Beach, 

146 Nevada Birth Records (State ofNevada), Nevada Birth Certificate, Clark County, Boulder City, 
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Year 
1988 
1991 
1986 

1998 

1981 

1985 

1982 

1990 

1992 

Reference 
Richmond, V A147 

King William, VA 148 

Williamsburg, VA150 

Henrico, V A151 

Richmond, V A152 

Henrico, VA 153 

Henrico, VA 154 

Dover, VA155 

1998 Philadelphia, PA156 

1996 Richmond, VA157 

1998 San Diego, CA158 

Conclusion 
During the period from 1980 to 1999, the Tribe continued to have a strong cultural and institutional core 
centered on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation and in enclav es in Richmond and Philadelphia. The vital 
records from this period link contemporary tribal members to their antecedents and locate them in the 
community over time, both geographically and genealogically. The continued clustering of community 
members in a few key geographic areas resulted from and facilitated social relationships (83.11 (b )( l)(ii) ), 

147 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia) , Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

l1J Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, King William County, 

14 To date is not emolled, and does not have vital records on file. 
150 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Williamsburg, 

151 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico, 

152 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

153 Virginia Birth Records (Commo~wealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico, 

154 Virginia Birth Records (Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Henrico County, 

155 Delaware Birth Records (State of Delaware), Delaware Birth Certificate, Kent County, Dover, 

156 Pennsylvania Birth Records (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania), Pennsylvania Birth Certificate, Philadelphia County, _ 

157 Virginia Birth Records ( Commonwealth of Virginia), Virginia Birth Certificate, Richmond, 

158 California Birth Records (State of California), California Birth Certificate, San Diego, 
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informal social interaction (83.11 (b )( 1 )(iii)), and the "persistence of a collective identity" (83.11 
(b )(l)(viii)) among :Mattaponi people. The frequency of community births taking place in and around 
Richmond also points to the continued centrality of the :Mattaponi Indian Reservation, which is "land set 
aside by a State for the petitioner" (83.11 (b )( l)(ix)). 

Community Institutions and Organizations 

Between 1980 and 1999, members of the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe maintained community ties through 
established religious, economic, and tribal institutions centered on the preservation of elements of 
:Mattaponi history and culture, including the :Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church, the hatchery, the :Mattaponi 
Indian Museum, and educational trading post. Throughout this period, another enduring tribal institution 
was the tribal government, whose activities regularly enriched the lives of tribal members both on and off 
the reservation. The tribal government and its activities are detailed in Section IV, Part C of this petition. 

Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church 

The :Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church continued to operate as an independent and central community entity 
throughout this time period, led by and attended exclusively by members of the Tribe and their families. 
Recent oral history interviews detail how the church served as a hub of shared ritual activity through 
programs such as youth ministry and an annual calendar ofreligious events. 

Institutions and Or anizations, 1980-1999: Matta oni Indian Ba tist Church in Interviews. 
Date Excer t 
1985 [ ... ] And then of course, we'd have our Christmas cantata that we'd always do at 
ca. our church over here. Where the children, we'd put on a play for the community. 159 

1993 
ca. 

1999 
ca. 

[ ... ] 

[ ... ] Uncle took over the church 
and was the head deacon and that kind of thing. Always thought he did a great job 
and was a spiritual man.160 

[ ... ] And when they left 
Richmond and came back to the Res in [ 19]99, they did it to start a youth ministry 
program there at the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church. That was their whole reason 
for moving back. He wanted to get back close to home, but they immediately got 
back and started that youth ministry.162 

[ .. . ] 

Published sources also document activities of the :Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church, highlighting the 
leadership roles played by tribal members ( e.g., April 4, 1986) and situating the church among other cultural 
institutions on the :Mattaponi Indian Reservation (1986). 

Table B5-6. Comm_u_n~i ~ In_stitutions and Organizations, 1980-1999: Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church in Other Sources. 

~ ~t ~ 
April 4, 1986 She ] is the secretary for the church' s coun?il. I 

[ ... ] That means that she reminds Deacons when events are coming and flowers are needed in 
the church, writes and t es u the minutes ofmonthl council meetings, and writes and 

1s9 , "Interview: 
12, 2023. PDF Page 6. 
160 ., "Interview: 
PDF Page 7. 

,"By 

,"by 

and , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, September 

, Mattaponi Indian Tribe, October 16, 2023, 

16 1 has Mattaponi lineage but is enrolled with the Eastern Chickahominy Tribe. 
162 , "Interview:■■■■■■" By■••· and •••• , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, November 
27, 2023, PDF Page 8 . 
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Excer t 
types all correspondence the church conducts with other people. For the Easter Sunrise 
service, invitations had to be sent to forty-odd people. 163 [ ... ] 

-

Jacob Vincent Thundercloud Custalow Sr. assistant chief of the Mattaponi 
Indian Reservation since 1977 [ ... ] died in Williamsburg Community Hospital. 
[ ... ] He served as a deacon and Sunday school teacher at the Mattaponi Indian Baptist 
Church. [ ... ] A funeral was conducted Friday in the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church on the 
reservation. Burial was in the church cemetery.164 

Now they worship as Southern Baptists, and they have their own church on the Mattaponi 
Indian Reservation. There is also a Museum, Trading Post, and Craft Shop on the Reservation 
and tourists are always welcome.165 

I 

Much of what we know about the church's activities at this time comes from the minutes of the annual 
meetings of the Dover Baptist Association. This regional association of Baptist churches sponsored annual 
meetings attended by delegates from its member churches. As in previous years, the Dover Association 
Minutes show the regular attendance of delegates from the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church, and that those 
delegates were consistently members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe. Delegates would have acted as 
representatives of the congregation at the association, and their attendance would have required the 
mobilization of tribal resources to cover the costs associated with travel. Community members served as 
Clerk and Treasurer for all years recorded during this period. The congregation maintained its size, 
averaging 86 members. 

163 Visit with Gertrude Custalow, 4 April 1986. Helen C. Rountree Fieldnotes, April 1986-Dec. 1986. Helen C. Rountree Papers, 
National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, National Anthropological Archives, Washington, D.C. Box 3. 
164 Staff, "Obituaries," Southside Sentinel, (Urbanna, VA), September 2, 1982. 
165 "Virginia Indians Yesterday, Today, & Tomorrow," 1986. Governor Baliles, Gerald L. 1986 - 1990. Executive Papers, 
Accession 33702, State Government Records Collection. Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia. Box 125, Folder 8. 
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Table B 5- 7. Community Institutions and Organizations, 1980-1999: Church Statistic_s. 1
_

66
~_ 

Year 

1980 Spriilg 
1980 Fall 

1983 Fall 

1985 Fall 

Dover Meeting Delegates Pastor Clerk Treasurer Baptized 
Church 

Membershi 

0 85 

0 84 

83 

0 83 

2 93 

0 89 

166 "Minutes of the Dover Baptist Association Virginia 1978-83," Dover Baptist Association (Va.), Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA, (starting in the 3rd section) 14, 17, 28, 34, 
Al; 2, 10, 32, 36, Table A; 2, 12, 14, 30, 36, Table A; 2, 14, 20, 36, 46, Table A (PDF: 140, 141, 147, 150, 178, 192, 196, 207, 209, 236, 249, 254, 255, 263, 266, 291 , 311,314, 
322, 327, 350); "Minutes of the Dover Baptist Association Virginia 1984," Dover Baptist Association (Va.), Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA. 2, 19, 21 , 34, 39, Table A (PDF: 4, 
12, 13, 20, 22, 47) 
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Year 

1986 Fall 

1987 Spring 

1

1987 Fall 

1988 Spring 

l 

1988 Fall 

1989 Spring 

1989 Fall 

1990 Spring 

1990 Fall 
1991 Spring 

1992 Fall 7 
1993 S2!i!_Jg~ 
1993 Fall 
1994 Spring 

1994 Fall 
1995 S riTJg 
1995 Fall 

Dover Meeting Delegates 
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Treasurer 
Church 

Membershi 

82 

81 

81 

1 75 

80 

Th 

_l80 

77 

77 

76 
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1997 S ri 
1998 Fall 
1998 S riIJg_ 
1999 Fall 
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Pastor Clerk 
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Treasurer Baptized 

0 

0 

3 

Church 
Membershi 

76 

76 

75 
74 

74 
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Dover Association records also include leadership and attendance statistics on the church's Sunday School, 
summarized in the table below. These records indicate that tribal members or their spouses continued to 
oversee religious life in the community, and that members remained consistently engaged with the church 
as an institution. 

Table B 5-8. Community Institutions and Or anizations, 1980-1999: Sunday School Statistics. 167 

I Year J Superintendent Secretary J Treasurer ~ o. of-----rTverage I Total I 

I Officers I Attendance Roll 
and 
Teachers 

7 39 85 
7 37 84 
7 37 83 
7 38 83 
7 40 93 

1985 r 1 81 

1986 7 30 82 
1987 7 33 81 

1988 7 30 81 

U989 2l 23 41 ---
1990 7 30 80 

I 1991 1 1 26 80 
1992 7 20 80 

U993 IT_ -20 77 
1994 4 20 81 

[iliL 4 20 76 
1996 4 80 

I 1997 5 21 76 
1998 7 23 76 

1999 7 22 74 

L 
Mattaponi Hatchery 

The hatchery became a renewed center of community focus and cooperative labor in this period (May 27, 
1993). Notably, the Tribe made a concerted effort to organize a protest against a proposal by the City of 
Newport News, Virginia, to build a reservoir that would have harmed the hatchery's operations (e.g., 
August 23, 1999).168 Efforts to protect this tribal institution reflect the import that riverine pursuits 
continued to have for tribal members, underscoring their continued centrality to both livelihood strategies 
and cultural practices. 

167 "Minutes of the Dover Baptist Association Virginia 1978-83," Dover Baptist Association (Va.), Library of Virginia, Richmond, 
VA. A-3; 5, Table B; Table B; 14, Table B (PDF: 179, 194,237,292, 311,351). 
"Minutes of the Dover Baptist Association Virginia 1984," Dover Baptist Association (Va.), Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA. 
14, Table B (PDF: 10, 48). 
168 The Mattaponi Indian Tribe's organized efforts to halt the Newport News Reservoir are covered extensively in Criterion C. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (b ): 1980 to 1999 

(b)-270 



MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE 
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Section IV, Part B 

Table B5-9 Communitv Institutions and Organizations 1980-1999· Mattaponi Hatchery 

~ ~~ ,_ ~ 
y 27, 1993 Only one member of the tribe is a commercial fisherman; he also oversees the reservation's 

shad hatchery, which the Mattaponi support in an effort to replenish the fish. 169 

vem ber 22, They say the pumping of thousands of gallons of water a day from the Mattaponi River will 
1998 harm the spawning of herring and shad for a hatchery they have operated since 1919. 

"The Mattaponi are concerned about it changing the salinity of their river and disrupting the 
spawning of the shad," said Allen, 31, and a graduate student at American University. "They 
have a hatchery program that they hope will provide employment on the reservation_l7° 

1998 The Mattaponi Indian Tribe of Virginia have fished for shad on the Mattaponi River for more I 
than 300 years. They have a small shad hatchery and have applied for funding to expand the 
facility. 

[ .. ] "It's inevitable that it would be the end, that it would mean the demise of the tribe," says 
Carl Custalow ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■, Mattaponi Vice-Chief, about the 
potential destruction of the shad fishery by the waterworks project. 171 

January 14, 1999 [ ... ]The state is working to restock and rebuild the centuries-old shad fishery. The state is 7 
currently working with the Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indian tribes to restock the shad in these 
rivers, which are some of the most productive spawning grounds in the state. [ ... ] 172 

August 23, 1999 [ .. ] and the Mattaponi tribe in Virginia is trying to save a fishery from a proposed dam. 173 _J 

Mattaponi Indian Museum 

The Mattaponi Indian Museum continued to operate throughout this period creating opportunities for 
external cultural education (e.g., November 20, 1980) and serving as a repository for the safekeeping of 
cultural heritage (June 20, 1984). 

Table B5-10. Community Institutions and Organizations, 1980-1999: Mattaponi Indian Museum. 

~ te Excer t 
I ~~<vem ber 20, Aging carried a group of senior citizens from the Gloucester Nutrition Site to the Mattapo~ 

1980 Indian Reservation on September 25th.[ ... ] We did not have time to visit the museum which 

I April 16, 1981 

would probably have been even more interesting. 174 

Presently an Indian Stone Age Museum is available for visitors to see at the [Mattaponi] 
reservation . 

I 
I 

. . ] The Educational and Trading Post for educating the public, as well as Indian people, on 
Indian culture was opened under his■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ guidance. 175 I 

September 2, 
1982 

Jacob Vincent Thundercloud Custalow Sr. assistant chief of the Mattaponi 

I 
Indian Reservation since 1977 and curator of the reservation museum, died in Williamsburg 
Community Hospital. 176 

169 Staff, "For the Record," Rappahannock Record, (Urbanna, VA), May 27, 1993. 
170 Whitehead, B ., "Documentary focuses on conflict between city, Mattaponi," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, V 
17 1 Shaiman, M., "Mattaponi Shad Fishery Threatened," On Indian Land, (Seattle, WA), 1998. 
172 Chowning, L. S., "VMRC votes to continue shad moratorium," Southside Sentinel, (Urbanna, VA), January 14, 1999. 
173 Kelley, T., "Who Gets Dibs on Alaska's Wild Bounty?" Christian Science Monitor 91, no. 187 (1999) : 2. 
174 Vaughn, C., "Seniors Visit Mattaponi Indian Reservation," Glo-Quips, (Gloucester, VA), November 20, 1980. 
175 Staff, "Mattaponi Indians to Present Part of Local History," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), April 16, 1981 . 
176 Staff, "Obituaries," Southside Sentinel, (Urbanna, VA), September 2, 1982. 
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~t .~ 
At the Pamunkey and :tvrattaponi reservation, travelers can visit a museum modeled after the I 
traditional Virginia Indians' longhouse, see an orientation film and artifacts recovered from 
archeological digs, as well as present-day pottery and jewelry handcrafted on the 
reservations. 
[ ... ] The museum is the family album and treasure trove of a people who have always fished, 
hunted and lived close to the earth. Items shown include hunting knives, stone frying pans, 
axes, chisels, arrowheads, a loon headdress decoy, a necklace worn by Pocahontas [ ... ] and a 
tomahawk used by Powhatan's brother Opechaneough [sic; Opechancanough] in the battles of 
1622 and 1644. 

A centuries-old canoe, burned out rather than dug out, is on display outside. It was discovered 
by former Chief Jacob V. "Thundercloud" Custalow 

in the :tvfattaponi River. [ ... ] 177 

On the 125-acre block of land held by the Mattaponi Tribe [ ... ] 7 
From Route 30, motorists are guided to both museums by signs at the Route 626 intersection 
at Rose Garden. The Mattaponi Museum is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day. Hours at 
the Pamunkey Museum are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 1 to 5 on Sunday. 
~ I 

opened up the Museum to show to I 
Rahm a and Adbu. [ ... ]Curtis made a point of 
showing Abdu the Pocahontas's necklace. The place has been cleaned up and de-kitsched a 
little since I was last there during Jaco 

tenure is the 
main curator now). There are many archaeological and geological specimens, labeled more or 
less accurately though misspelled. There are also several old custumes [sic] from -

(first wife) [ ... ] 
There is also a medicine bundle supposed to be 150 years old. 179 [ ... ] 

[ ... ] The Mattaponi reservation's museum was built in 1954 and is less formal in its 
presentation. 180 

The group then toured the museum, which contains artifacts of the Mattaponi tribe.181 

Mrs. Custalow spends her time managing the museum on the reservation. [ ... ] 182 

[ .. ] At the 125-acre :tvfattaponi Reservation some 30 minutes from the Pamunkey land, an 
old portrait of Pocahontas peers out from a cracked window of the museum, a worn brick 
rambler. [ ... ] 

You name it, this museum's got it: an ancient peace pipe, a feathered headdress supposedly 
from 1622, Japanese cigarettes from a Mattaponi Indian's Army duty, yellowing newspaper 
stories ("Indian Wrestles, Boats Big Sturgeon"). The wry commentary of Norman "Chief 
Evening Star" Custalo1■■■■■■■■■■■■■■- who mans the museum, 

I 

I 
I 

177 Staff, "Indian 'trail' fun to follow," Smithfield Times, (Smithfield, VA), June 20, 1984. 
178 Butler, K., ''Tribal diaries," Newport News Daily Press, (Newport News, VA), December 15, 1985. 
179 Visit with Gertrude Custalow, 4 April 1986, Helen C. Rountree Fieldnotes, April 1986-December 1986, Helen C. Rountree 
Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, National Anthropological Archives, Washington, D.C. Box 
3. 
180 "Pottery Tradition Blends with Ways of Modern Times," 1987. Governor Baliles, Gerald L. 1986 - 1990. Executive Papers, 
Accession 33707, State Government Records Collection. Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia. Box 198 Folder I 0. 
18 1 Staff, "York Academy Students Visit Historical Sites, College Day," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), November 25, 
1987. 
182 Staff, "Mrs. Custalow Of the Mattaponi," Glo-Quips, (Gloucester, VA), November 30, 1988. 
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more than makes up for the meager annotation. "Indian mothers didn't have the Wal-Mart ~ 
get their babies a rattle," he says, fingering a rattle made from a turtle's shell. [ ... ] 183 

Mattaponi Educational Trading Post 

Throughout this 1980s and 1990s the educational trading post, which had been initiated in the previous 
period, continued to serve as a hub for outward-facing educational efforts. Newspapers documented the 
arts, crafts, and other artifacts held at the trading post (e.g. December 4, 1987). 

Table B5-11 Communitv Institutions and Organizations 1980-1999· Mattavoni Educational Tradim. Post 
' 

Date Excerot 
I March 19, 1987 [Picture of Minnie Ha-Ha sitting in front of I 

her Trading Post] 

I 
"Minnie Ha-Ha" Custalow sits in front of the trading post on the Mattaponi reservation. She 
runs the post.184 

1987 [ ... ] Nearby is a trading post that features local arts and crafts, operated by the knowledgeable 
Gertrude "Princess Minnie Ha-Ha" Custalow 

, wife and daughter of ex-chief 

Mrs. Custalow also teaches classes in Mattaponi culture, medicine and native foods. 

Her daughter, Denise Carole Custalow Davis teaches 
native dances.185 

December 4, The man was the former chief Curtis Custalow 
1987 Mr. Custalow was dressed in moccasins, fringed pants, and some type of Indian looking shirt. 

We went back to the tribal trading post. The trading post had a dirt floor and artifacts all over 
the place. There were pictures and newspaper clippings concerning the tribe and its members 
all over the walls and rafters. There was so much stuff there that it needed to be catologed 
[sic] and set up in glass display cases. 186 [ ... ] I 

Conclusion 

The institutions and organizations listed above resulted from and reinforced "social relationships 
connecting individual members" (83.11 (b)(l)(ii)) and "rates or patterns of informal social interaction" 
(83 .11 (b )( 1 )(iii)). The ongoing operation of these institutions required "shared or cooperative labor" ( 83 .11 
(b )(l)(iv)), and the church continued to provide "shared sacred or secular ritual activity" (83 .11 (b )( l)(vi)). 
The existence of such sites on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation indicates the "persistence of a collective 

183 Silver, Marc, "Pocahontas, For Real," U.S. News & World Report 118, no. 24 (June 19, 1995): 61. 
184 "Young Indians Rediscovering Tradition" Newspaper, 29 March 1987. Governor Baliles, Gerald L. 1986 - 1990. Executive 
Papers, Accession 33707, State Government Records Collection. Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia. Box 198 Folder 10. 
PDF Page 54. 
185 "Pottery Traditions Blend with Ways of Modem Times" Newspaper. 1987. Governor Baliles, Gerald L. 1986 - 1990. Executive 
Papers, Accession 33707, State Government Records Collection. Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia. Box 198 Folder 10. 
PDF Page 57-58. 
186 Deana Edwards Fieldnotes from School Trip. 4 December 1987. Helen C. Rountree Fieldnotes, January 1987-December 1988. 
Helen C. Rountree Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, National Anthropological Archives, 
Washington, D.C. Box 3, PDF Page 45. 
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identity" (83.11 (b)(l)(viii)) and constitute "distinct community social institutions" (83.11 (b)(2)(iv)) in 
fulfillment of Criterion (b) of 25 CFR 83 .11. 

Community Activities 

Members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe continued to participate in shared activities during this period. 
Economic and social cooperation during this period included the ongoing observation of annual traditions 
such as Homecoming and the tax tribute. The Tribe also continued to practice its distinctive arts, dances, 
and subsistence strategies while continuously educating non-Mattaponi people about the Tribe. These 
activities demonstrate consistent interaction and significant social relationships connecting tribal members 
for the period between 1980 and 1999. 

Economic Cooperation and Livelihood Strategies 

The Mattaponi community persisted in engaging in shared economic pursuits and livelihood strategies 
throughout these decades, primarily through activities such as logging, fishing, hunting, and community 
agriculture. Oral history interviews detail the types of livelihood strategies Mattaponi people employed in 
this period and the breadth of community-wide engagement. 

Table B5-12. Communi Activities, 1980-1999: Economic Cooperation and Livelihood Strategies in Interviews. 

I Interviewee Date Excer t 
[ ... ] For the most part, our people here were self-sufficient. I mean, especially 
back years ago, the only time they would go to like Richmond was to go to 
Market Street, they would trade or barter to acquire things like salt, sugar, 
fabric. But everything else was grown or caught or trapped right here. So, after 
the spring of the year, like I said, busy time throughout the summer. We were 
still fishing different types of fish. Also, crabbing going down towards West 
Point and stuff for shellfish. And then, of course, when we start harvesting the 
crops. And then come the fall of the year, that's when the last bit of late 
summer, early fall, the last bit of those crops are coming in. And that's 
oftentimes when my grandmother-we would actually help with the canning 
process and preserving of a lot of the vegetables. When I was growing up a lot 
of the elders here still did a lot of canning. They still sun-dried vegetables, 
traditional ways of our people doing it. [ ... ] We weren't welcome, my 
grandparents generation and in 
some cases my mother's 
generation early on, weren't welcomed into grocery stores or outside of the 
reservation. So, they had to do this in order to survive. So, every season pretty 
much provided our people with what we needed for our subsistence. 

[ ... ] That was a time when all everybody would get together and it's like a 
big-I mean, so pretty much any time, any kind of seasonal time of year where 
you were doing something, everybody came together and it was like a 

something our people's always done. It was a time of celebration, but at the 
same time you're getting work done. 187 

community doing it. Everybody did the same thing. And I think that's ~ 

1990s ca7r.] During the seasons of gardening, as kids we would go to different places. 
• I ~ house is one, grandma 

1s1 , "Interview: 
12, 2023. PDF Page 3, 10. 

Elsie's is another, and we would be helping snap peas and pick butter beans, 
help with whatever came out of the garden. I remember sitting late at night in 
grandma Elsie's shed with 

," By and , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, September 
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and canning all the vegetables that were picked from the garden from that 
harvest and put away. 

[ ... ] "If you go into shad season, sitting helping pick nets. I mean everyone 
down here fished. Everyone was fishing, so when they weren't fishing they 
were cleaning their nets and then they were cleaning the fish that they caught. 
As a kid, in the front yard pulling the nets out, having to help put the nets back 
in, help get all the knots out of the nets that were tangled, helping harvest the 
shad- the roe, and packaging it, putting it in coolers. Watching those things 
because as a kid that was a huge industry here as a kid- the selling of the shad 
roe. This was like a revolving door for people and if you as a kid were riding a 
bike, you would always get stopped during the shad season where someone 
was saying "hey, do you know where I can buy shad roe?" "Do you know 
who's selling shad roe?" "Do you know where such and such house is, I'm 
coming to buy some shad roe." So, it was always people coming in to do that 
and the kids were always involved that were here in some way. The adults 
always allowed us to participate and teach us some of those things. Like I said 
picking nets and putting them back in, and cleaning fish when they come back 
off the river and storing away what we got, and putting some aside for 
ourselves and putting the rest aside for people who were coming to buy it. I 
don't exaggerate, that was everyone here on the reservation was fishing. Also 
people who didn' t live here who grew up that way, I know they would take off 
of work for the whole month you know March-April and just fish the whole 
month with their fathers or with their uncles or cousins or whatever. That river 

I hill would be lined up with boats for people fishing, fishing the river.188 

l\1attaponi tribal members also described their livelihood strategies to journalists, highlighting the 
importance of current community practices as longstanding historical patterns (December 19, 1982) and 
the importance of the l\1attaponi Hatchery to such practices (May 27, 1993). An important theme during 
this period was collective opposition to the proposed Newport News Reservoir, which would have a 
significant impact on the Tribe's riverine resources. l\1any members of the community, including but not 
limited to elected tribal leaders, collectively protested the proposal to preserve fishing as a centerpiece of 
subsistence on the l\1attaponi Indian Reservation ( e.g., January 16, 1998; November 24, 1999; May 20, 
1999). 

Table B 5-13. Community Activities, 1980-1999: Economic Cooperation and Livelihood Strategies in Other Sources. 

llite Excerpt ~ 
I ~;,cember 2, Mattapom Indian Chief Webster Custalow■■■■■■■■■■■■■■-1 said I 

1982 he had fished on the Mattapom for over 70 years. "It's always been a rare thing on the 

December 19, 

188 

2022, PDF Page 4-5. 

Mattaponi to catch a rockfish," he said. I 

[ ... ] The Indian chiefs said residents of the two reservations for centuries have depended on 
shad caught with gill nets for a good portion of their livelihood. 189 

The Indians depend largely on the river even today," said Webster Custalow 
chief of the Mattaponi and an avid shad fisherman for most of 

his 70 years. -

"Interview: Part One," by , Mattaponi Indian Tribe, December 15, 

189 Staff, "Striped bass proposals due further study," Southside Sentinel (Urbanna, VA) , December 2, 1982. 
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[ ... ] "In a way, if they had closed it, it would have a great impact on the :Mattaponi and 
Pamunkey Indian tribes," Custalow said Tuesday while walking the banks of the :Mattaponi 
River near his home. "To the older Indians, that is one of their main sources of food and 
financial support." 

Custalow, who has spent all of his life on the 125-acre reservation, said less than a dozen 
Mattaponi Indians still fish for shad in the spring. But to those and the other 20-plus shad 
fishermen on the nearby Pamunkey reservation, the eight-week run is a way of life. 

"We were fishing this river long before John Smith even came," Custalow said. "It, along 
with hunting the woods, was the Indians' living. 

"Now the elder Indians can fish in the spring and preserve enough fish to last until the next 
spring." he continued, "There are some Indians like me who are old and retired and that little 
money we make and fish we salt makes the difference." 

[ ... ] "Float gill-net fishing for shad as practiced by the Mattaponi and Pam unkey Indian tribes, 
an age-old rite that came under fire this fall, will be preserved. 190 7 
Action was taken by the Virginia Marine Resources Commission on December 21 to close 
portions of the James, Pamunkey, Mattaponi and Rappahannock Rivers to the taking of 
striped bass (rockfish) annually from April 10 to :May 21. However, provisions of the 
regulation will allow the :Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indians to continue gill net fishing during 
the restricted period. 

Initially, the regulation prohibited gill net fishing, but it was pointed out last month by Chief 

Webster Custalow ■-■••·••■■•••■-■■ of the Mattaponi Indians and 
Chief Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook of the Pamunkey Indians that tribal members operate a 
"small subsistence and commercial drift net fishery" for shad. They said that their livelihood 
would be jeopardized if the gill nets were outlawed. 

Custalow and Cook said their tribe members only fish by gill net and do not catch striped 
bass; they are only interested in the shad fish which will be running at the time the closure is 
intended. 191 

Major concerns involve a lack of higher paying industrial jobs where there are limited 
opportunities for advancement Here, land rights are restricted. There is little chance to 
expand which causes those who must work outside of the area to have to travel as far as 75 
miles to Newport News or west to Richmond for employment. 192 

:May 27, 1993 --+-0- n- ly one member of the tribe is a commercial fisherman; he also oversees the reservation's 
shad hatchery, which the Mattaponi support in an effort to replenish the fish.193 

[ ... ]The season this year, which ended in April, was cut by two-thirds to 45 days. The steps 
are being taken because of huge declines in shad catches, from three million pounds regularly 
harvested annually during the 1980's to 51,000 pounds in 1991. 194 

~ uary 9, 1997 Custalow said the tribe fears the projected water 
withdrawals will cause saltwater from the York River to invade the upper Mattaponi. They._ 

190 Simpson, C., "Indians Save Shad Fishery," Newport News Daily Press, (Newport News, VA), December 19, 1982. 
191 Staff, "Fishing Limited for Striped Bass," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), January 6, 1983. 
192 Staff, "Indian 'trail' fun to follow," Smithfield Times, (Smithfield, VA), June 20, 1984. 
193 There was more than one commercial fisherman in this time period (Personal Communication, Mattaponi Tribal Council, 
October 23, 2024). 
194 Staff, "For the Record," Rappahannock Record, (Urbanna, VA), May 27, 1993. 
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believe the saltwater would harm the river's rich freshwater marshes and ruin the spring 
spawning runs of shad and herring important to the reservation's commercial fishermen. 195 

Some 62 people currently live on the reservation, and their chief 
has noted a spiritual connection between the river, with its shad, striped 

bass and other wildlife, and the generations of people who have depended on it for 
survival.196 

-

The tribe [:Mattaponi) claims that drawing water from the river would hurt fishing, and the 62 
people who live on the reservation depend on fishing for survival. 197 

November 12, [ ... ] A separate Mattaponi Tribe continues to oppose the reservoir, which would draw up to 
1998 75 million gallon of water a day from the Mattaponi River, which the tribes consider a focal L point of their culture. 198 

~ vem ber 22, --+-T_h_e reservoir will affect us more than anyone else," Custalow 
1998 said. "The river has been the blood life of the people. This river is very 

1998 

-
1998 

I May 20, 1999 

sacred to us." 

[ .. ] Custalow said he fears the encroachment of the reservoir will ultimately prevent the 
Mattaponi, a member of the former Powhatan Confederacy just as its sister tribe the 
Nansemond Indians of Suffolk, from preserving their culture and supporting themselves 
economically.199 

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe of Virginia have fished for shad on the Mattaponi River for more 
than 300 years. They have a small shad hatchery and have applied for funding to expand the 
facility. Now, their annual spring fishing season is threatened by a proposed waterworks 
project which would pump up to 75 million gallons of freshwater per day from the River, 
nearly 40% of total capacity, to a 1,526-acre reservoir. 

[ .. ] the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Tribes have relied on the river and its resources for 
sustenance. 

[ . .. ]Native American artifacts and remains of the rural historic landscape abound in the area. 
The Mattaponi Tribe regards the river as the lifeblood of its nation. 200 

[ .. ] How the Mattaponi River used to be in comparison so its current state was the topic of 
Mr. Fred Gann. He described how all could once fish for unlimited shad in the Mattaponi 
River in his childhood, and how they were now scarce and would cease to exist once the 
reservoir was filled destroying the nursey area of these fish- fish which provide sustenance 
and work for the Mattaponi Nation. His portrayal was chilling. 201 

The Mattaponi Indians marched on Jamestown Saturday to protest Newport News' plans fo;:-;­
water reservoir in King William County. 

The native Americans have argued that the 1,500- acre reservoir near their 150- acre I 
reservation - and plans to fill it with up to 75 million gallons of water a day from the 
Mattaponi River- threatens their way of life. The tribe earlier had argued, unsuccessfully, that 
the reservoir is prohibited by the terms of a 17th-century peace treaty. 

I 

195 Chowning, L. S., "Proposed King William reservoir to serve Newport News is drenched with opposition," Southside Sentinel, 
(Urbanna, VA), Januaiy 9, 1997. 
196 Staff, "For the Record," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), April 3, 1997. 
197 Staff, "Water Board Ok's Plan to Dam," The Fannville Herald, (Faimville, VA), Januaiy 16, 1998. 
198 Wilson, J. , "For the Record," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), November 12, 1998. 
199 Whitehead, B., "Documentaiy focuses on conflict between city, Mattaponi," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), November 
22, 1998. 
zoo Shaiman, M ., "Mattaponi Shad Fishery Threatened," On Indian Land, (Seattle, WA), 1998. 
201 Staff, "Mattaponi Continue to Oppose Reservoir," On Indian Land, (Seattle, WA), Winter, 1998/1999. 
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About 600 people joined in the protest march on the nation's first permanent English 
settlement. [ ... ] 

Newport News is awaiting a permit decision by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which 
hopes to rule on the issue by the end of June.202 

-

The Mattaponi River of east-central Virginia has always been the lifeblood of the Mattaponi 
Indian Tribe. 

[ .. ] The river has always supplied my people with food, water and a means of travel. It has 
supported us since the beginning of time. Now we are locked in a battle to save it from 
hum an destruction. 203 

-
The Mattaponi is one of the cleanest rivers in the Virginia, in the Eastern United States," he 
said. "Pumping water from it will endanger its ecology. The Mattaponi is our livelihood." 

One of the Mattaponi reservation's primary sources of income is a fish hatchery through 
which millions of shad fingerlings are hatched and returned to the river each year. 

Two recent grants- one from Crestar Bank and another from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
Advisory Committee in 1977- will allow the Mattaponi to expand the hatchery to include 
Rockfish in the river's bounty. 

In addition, the earth used for most Indian pottery comes from the banks of the Mattaponi and 
Pamunkey rivers. 

[ ... ]Combining modem science with indigenous knowledge about the ecology of the river 
and the bay it feeds, the Mattaponi people seek to show Virginia how to live in harmony with 
the natural world while sustaining a life quality for all people. 

"We are surrounded by eagles, deer, foxes - and mice," said Sue Miles. "The land is sacred, 
and we need to take care of it." 204 

Mrs. Elizabeth Custalow of the Mattaponi tribe reservation in King William said she is 
enjoying the wonderful abundance of greens this year from the garden tended by her 
neighbor Chief Webster Custalow■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■l 2°

5 

Social Cooperation and Mutual Aid 

Throughout this time period, tribal members participated in various forms of social cooperation such as a communal 
approach to looking after tribal children and mutual aid programs, including implementing funding to expand the shad 
hatchery on the reservation. Oral history interviews recall specific examples of such cooperation that took place 
between 1980 and 1999. 

202 Wilson, J., "Mattaponi march on Jamestown to protest proposed reservoir," Rappaharmock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), May 
20, 1999. 
203 Custalow, C. L. E., "Mattaponi Tribe Leader: We fight to save our river," Richmond Free Press, (Richmond, VA), July 15, 
1999. 
204 Jenkins, M. R. , "Indians head to Capitol for Thanksgiving tribute," Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA), November 24, 1999. 
205 Staff, "Locals," Glo-Quips, (Gloucester, VA), December 2, 1999. 
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Section IV, Part B 

Table B 5-14. Community Activities, 1980-1999: Social Cooperation and Mutual Aid in Interviews. 
Interviewee I Date Excer t 

1987 ca. Maybe I was down at the river, which I was not allowed to be alone. But 

1987 ca. 

1990 ca. 

everyone kind of chimed in to help out. So, I would have snacks at the 
Allmond house. Sometimes I would go visit over at 

house. And she would give me goodies or she 
would report back to my mom or my 
grandma whoever was on the reservation at 
the time. And saying, "Okay, well. took a nap over here or we just 
gave her lunch." You know, it was that type of life where kind of everybody 
pitched in_206 

.. ] Everyone worked together. And we would clean the nets and stuff, 
because back then, folks fished the tide. So, we spent a great deal of time when 
Grandpolll■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ would come back in, 
help getting the fish out the nets, picking-cleaning the nets, mending the nets. 
Which a lot of like my grandmother, my mom 

and a lot of my aunts and uncles did a lot of the net mending 
_J and we were basically picking the knots out as children. 207 

[ ... ] 

7 When I go back to the community, and the feeling, it wasn't unusual for us to 
live amongst each other and together. So, staying with your grandmother and 
living there or staying with your aunt's family in time of need, or whether it be 
your mother or father's side of grandparents, you were all welcome and you 
were taken care of, and it wasn't looked at any differently. I think you might 
see throughout the history and culture of the reservation that that's a theme, 
that a lot of people in their path when they needed some extra help or there 
were some changes, that they had someone here to lean on or someone took 

J them in and helped them along the way.208 

The Tribe's coordinated protest efforts against the proposed Newport News reservoir were also documented 
in the press ( e.g., May 20, 1999). Additional mutual aid efforts covered by journalists during this time were 
fundraising and grant administration projects to support educational efforts (August 21, 1997) and the 
hatchery (November 24, 1999). 

Table B 5-15. Communi Activities, 1980-1999: Social Cooperation and Mutual Aid in Other Sources. 
Date Excer t 
November 24, [ ... ] Chief Evening star's209 visit and lecture were 
1993 made possible through an educational grant to the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 

Library from the Nettie Lokey and Charles Wiley Foundation. 210 

l August 21, 19977 [ ... ] The group greatly aided in the process of making the dream of restoring the Mattaponi 
Indian culture a reality A portion of their offerings collected during their concerts will o to 

206 , "Interview: 
PDF Page 2. 
207···••■•, "Interview: 
12, 2023. PDF Page 3. 
2oa■■■■■- "Interview: 
2022. PDF Page 3-4. 

," By 

,"By 

Part One," By 

and 

, Mattaponi Indian Tribe, August 22, 2023. 

, Mattaponi Indian Tribe, September 

, Mattaponi Indian Tribe, December 15, 

209 This article refers to■■■■■■■I· He did not hold a formal government position within the Mattaponi Indian Tribe. 
210 Staff, "Indian and colonial life demonstrated at Academy," Rappahannock Record, (Kilmarnock, VA), November 24, 1993. 
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