























MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Section IV, Part B

5. Criterion (b): 1980 to 1999

Introduction

Between 1980 and 1999, sources confirm that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe comprised a distinct community
“with consistent interactions and significant social relationships within its membership™ over time and
therefore fulfills Criterion (b) of 25 CFR 83.11. The community demonstrated “social relationships
connecting individual members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(i1)) and “patterns informal social interaction that exist
broadly among the members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(iii)), maintained through institutions such as the Mattaponi
Indian Baptist Church and the Mattaponi Indian Museum. Members of the Tribe continued to participate in
community and intertribal events, such as annual Homecoming services and powwows. The Mattaponi
Indian Tribe engaged in “cooperative labor or other economic activity among members™ during this period
(83.11 (b)(1)(1v)) through community operation at the Mattaponi fish hatchery and organization of tribal
events. “Strong patterns of discrimination or other social distinctions by non-members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(v))
were documented in experiences of racial discrimination and publications which distinguished the
Mattaponi Indian Tribe from the swrrounding tribal and non-Indian communities. The Mattaponi
community engaged in “shared...ritual activity” (83.11 (b)(1)(vi)) through the Mattaponi Indian Baptist
Church, which is one of several “cultural patterns shared among a portion of the entity that are different
from those of the non-Indian populations with whom it interacts™ (83.11 (b)(1)(vii)). This evidence
confirms the “persistence of a collective identity™ (83.11 (b)(1)(viii)) and demonstrates the continued
occupation and use of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(1)(ix)). This period also contains
evidence of note under Criterion 83.11 (b)(2), including the significant numbers of tribal members who
resided on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(2)(i)), maintained distinct cultural patterns
(83.11(b)(2)(ii1)), and retained distinct social and cultural institutions (83.11(b)(2)(iii)).

Generational Snapshot

In the period from 1980 to 1999, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was made up of ~407 known community
members. These included the direct descendants of the individuals recorded as the Historical Indian Tribe
in Section II: Historical Mattaponi Indian Tribe. The core community consisted of those individuals who
continued to live on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. During this period, some sources indicate the Tribe
had a population of approximately 75 people, though these estimates are limited to reservation residents.!
Tribal leadership at the time estimated total Mattaponi membership to be larger, between 450 and 600
individuals.* These estimates likely included residents, non-residents, and individuals who would be
eligible for Mattaponi membership but enrolled in other tribes with which they were eligible due to
patterned intermarriage (e.g. Upper Mattaponi). Family groupings at this time included but were not limited
to the following surnames: Ailmond, Custalow, Langston, Collins, and Major.

1 Sources that refer to the reservation population in this period include but are not limited to: Staff, “Watt's Statements Disturb
Virginia Indian Leaders,” Newport News Daily Press. January 31, 1983; Staff, “The Indian Life,” Rappahannock Record,
(Kilmarnock, VA), November 25, 1992; Latane II1, L., “Sacred Indian site threatened by reservoir,” Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk,
VA), September 27, 1999,

2 Sources that refer to the total tribal population include: Custalow, Chief Curtis. Interview: Curtis Custalow. edited by Helen
Rountree. National Anthropological Archive, Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, Original edition, Helen Rountree. 1986,
PDF Page 4-5;, Whitehead, B., “Documentary focuses on conflict between city, Mattaponi,” Suffolk News-Herald, (Suffolk, VA),
November 22, 1998; Shaiman, M., “Mattaporni Shad Fishery Threatened,” On Indian Land, (Seattle, WA), 1998.
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Table B3-14. Community Activities, 1980-1999: Social Cooperation and Mutual Aid in Interviews.

Interviewee Date Excerpt

1987 ca. Maybe I was down at the niver, which I was not allowed to be alone. But
everyone kind of chimed in to help out. So, [ would have snacks at the
Allmond house. Sometimes [ would go visit over at
I hovse. And she would give me goodies or she
would report back to my mom | o

grandma | hocver was on the reservation at

the time. And saying, “Okay, well. il tock a nap over here or we just

gave her lunch.” You know, it was that type of life where kind of evervbody

pitched in 2%

1987 ca. [...] Everyone worked together. And we would clean the nets and stuff,
because back then, folks fished the tide. So, we spent a great deal of time when
Grandpo, N, .l corne back in,
help getting the fish out the nets, picking—cleaning the nets, mending the nets.
Which a lot of like my grandmother, my mom || -
I - 2 lot of my aunts and uncles did a lot of the net mending
and we were basically picking the knots out as children 7 ... ]

1990 ca. When I go back to the community, and the feeling, it wasn’t unusual for us to
live amongst each other and together. So, staying with vour grandmother and
living there or staying with your aunt’s family in time of need, or whether it be
your mother or father’s side of grandparents, you were all welcome and you
were taken care of, and it wasn’t looked at any differently. I think you might
see throughout the history and culture of the reservation that that’s a theme,
that a lot of people in their path when they needed some extra help or there
were some changes, that they had someone here to lean on or someone took
them in and helped them along the way 2%

The Tribe’s coordinated protest efforts against the proposed Newport News reservoir were also documented
in the press (e.g., May 20, 1999). Additional mutual aid efforts covered by journalists during this time were
fundraising and grant administration projects to support educational efforts (August 21, 1997) and the
hatchery (November 24, 1999).

Table B3-15. Community Activities, 1980-1999: Social Cooperation and Mutual Aid in Other Sources.
Date Excerpt
November 24, [...] Chief Evening star's?® visit and lecture were
1993 made possible through an educational grant to the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
Library from the Nettie [.okey and Charles Wiley Foundation, 210

August 21, 1997 | [...] The group greatly aided in the process of making the dream of restoring the Mattaponi
Indian culture a reality. A portion of their offerings collected during their concerts will go to

. ' 1ncrvic: |y N )attzponi Indian Tribe, August 22, 2023,
PDF Page 2.

" . “Intcrvicw: I~ ©y N - W . V' apon Indian Tribe, Septermber
12, 2023. PDF Page 3.

2 ' tervicw: I Pt One.” By I - M 2ttaponi Indian Tribe, December 15,
2022. PDF Page 3-4.

292 This article refers to | - < did not hold a formal government position within the Mattaponi Indian Tribe.
20 Staff, “Indian and colonial life demonstrated at Academy.” Rappahannock Record, (Kilmammock, VA), November 24, 1993.
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