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[... ] All of the performers in the pageant to follow will be members of the Mattaponi
tribe who took leading roles in the Indian Village at Yorktown during the recent
sesquicentennial celebration. 1%

August 18, 1932 The Boy Scouts from Norfolk who have been camping at Gloucester Point for several
weeks, and who have been in charge of Mr. Williams, called on Assistant Chief
Hoskinowanaoh,
of the Mattaponi tribe of Indians, to light the campfire, performing the Indian
ceremonies. The assistant chieftain opened the ceremonies with the tribal prayer,
invoking the Great Spirit from the four winds. These rites were followed by a ceremony
dance. Deerfoot and Minnehaha
I :rticipated in the dance while the squaw, Wahwahtase

beat the tom-tom. Minnehaha, 10-year-old daughter of the
chief, performed the princess dance around the campfire, while Deerfoot gave a snappy
demonstration of the buck dance ¢’

December 22, 1932 Twelve members of the Mattaponi Tribe of Indians took part in the celebration and
parade, which began on Chimborazo Park, ending at 17th street, the old market on Dec.
9.

Chief Geo. I'. Custalow I o rcsent.
Asst. Chief O. T. Custalow | - o< of the
speakers on this occasion, which went on the air. After the speaking was over, The
Mattaponi Tribe under the direction of Asst. Chief O. T. Custalow was called on to
perform the Indian welcome dance in honor of Col. Saunders, Mayor Bright, Hon. Harry
M. Smith and wife, Prof. Lyon G. Tyler and many others of the prominent guests and
speakers including Pres. Henry Weinberg and members of the Down Town and Old
Market Association, 1%

May 24, 1935 When the winds abated somewhat, a group of Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indians
executed a snake dance. Chief O. T. Custalow
of the Mattaponis led the dance. A large group, including young women, were garbed in
tribal costumes with feathered headdress, giving the scene a picturesque background. 16

December 22, 1935 Chief O. T. Custlow I ©f the Mattaponi
Indian Reservation in King William County came to Richmond Friday and spoke to the
pupils of Bellevue primary school. The chief, attired in his tribal regalia, explained
Indian lore to the children and sang the Indian ‘Princess Song’ and the “War Song.” The
Mattaponi and the Pamunkey tribes are the only Indians in Virginia living on certified
reservations. - Staff Photo. 17

May 24, 1935 Subtitle: “Mattaponis and Pamunkeys Join in Celebration of Smith’s Visit Here”

Mayor Bright, in the role of the Great White Father of Richmond, joined with
descendants of Indian tribes yesterday on Powhatan's Hill to commemorate the time 328
years ago when, only eight days after landing at Jamestown, Captain John Smith and

party visited the great Chief Pow-hatan and became the first white men ever to reach the
site of Richmond.

166 Staff, “Western Chief to Take Part in Indian Play,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 13, 1932,

167 Staff, “Mattaponi Indian Chief Conducts Lighting of Campfire for Scouts,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), August
18, 1932.

168 Staff, “Mattaponi Indians in Market Celebration at Richmond,” The Tidewater Review {West Point, VA), December 22, 1932,
189 Staff, “Colorful Ceremony Marks Discovery' of City in 1607,” Richmond Times Dispaich (Richmond, VA), May 24, 1935,

170 Staff, “Mattaponi Chief Tells of Indian Lore,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), December 22, 1935.
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[... ] When the winds abated somewhat, a group of Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indians
executed a snake dance. Chief O. T. Custalow | NN
of the Mattaponis led the dance. A large group, including young women, were garbed in
tribal costumes with feathered headdress, giving the scene a picturesque background.

[...] Of this number the Mattaponis, believed to be part of the Pamunkey tribe, still live
on the Pamunkey [sic] River and live largely by trapping, fishing and conducting fishing
parties. They are ‘reservated Indians’ of the treaty of 1677, paying no taxes. They
worship at their own church, which is Baptist.[...]*"!

June 27, 1935 Subtitle: “Members of Mattaponi Tribe Offer Play Based on History of American
Indian”

[... ] A play, based on the history of the early American Indian will be presented at
Stockton Street Baptist Church tomorrow evening at 8 o'clock by Chief O. T. Costello

and members of the Mattapoini [ sie;
Mattaponi] tribe. The Indians will be dressed in native costumes. [...] 1

May 24, 1936 Subtitle: “Pamunkeys, Mattaponis Gather on Powhatan Hill, Which Captain Smith
Climbed 300 Years Ago—Mavbe”

[...] The program was arranged without a principal speaker, but Chief Costello | N
who is a striking figure in his red velvet jacket all
trimmed with flashing braid and set with Indian beads, delightfully upset this calculation.

[ ]

He said he was proud to be there: that the Indians from his tribe (the Mattoponi) [ sic;
Mattaponi] and those from the Pamunkey's, he knew were proud of the privilege of
keeping alive something about Indians.

[...] The crowd applauded and Sam Woody, who was master of ceremonies in the
absence of Mayor Bright, said that Chief Costello [sie; Custalow] had a fine attitude and
that the world would be better off if others shared the chief's peaceful, friendly views. ™

January 19, 1937 Chief Custalow NN ! the Mattaponi Indians of
Virginia, will bring members of his tribe from the Mattaponi reservation to Richmond to
present a historical pageant Friday night at 8:15 o'clock at St. Mark's Episcopal Church.
The chief plans to give a brief talk on the history of his people, as an introduction to the
pageant.

[... ] The proceeds will be shared by this circle and the Mottaponis. [ sic, Mattaponi| The
Indians wish to raise money for a fund to provide pews for their church which now has
only rude benches without backs. Since the Mattaponis are Baptists, the giving of a
pageant in an Episcopal church is an outstanding example of interdenominational, as
well as interracial, co-operation. [... | '™

April 29, 1937 [..] The pageant is to be put on under the leadership of Chief O. T. Custalow |Jiiil]
of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation, who will give
a brief lecture on the Indian tribes and early history of Virginia.

71 Staff, “Colorful Ceremony Marks Discovery' of City in 1607, Richmond Times Dispaich (Richmond, VA), May 24, 1935

172 Staff, “Howey Pupils Presented in Annual Piano Recital,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), June 27, 1935.

173 Hart, Scott, “Indian Drums Mutter at Birthday Party Here,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 24, 1936.

174 Staff, “Indians to Give Pageant Friday,” Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), January 19, 1937. See also: Staff, “Mattaponi
Tribe to Be Seen Here in Colorful Play,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), January 19, 1937,
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Ten Mattaponi Indians will take part in full costume in the performance, depicting Indian
customs of King Powhatan's time and later.

The Mattapomi reservation has always been owned and occupied by the tribe, 1s still
ruled by its chief and council and makes its own laws subject to non-confliction with
those of the State.

Chief Custalow and his tribesmen have given the pageant which will be shown here in
New York, Richmond and many smaller places and it has been highly praised as
interesting and educational. 17

May 22, 1937 Mattaponi Indian Reservation. Dear Pale Face Brother Jones.—This is to say that [ will
see you Monday night at the auditorium. I will bring my Tom Tom Monday night and let
Baby come into the ring prancing to the tune of War Song Conoway Honohey which,
translated, means ‘Come on, let’s go to war.” Your friend, Chief O. T. Custalow il

176

August 18, 1937 A brief history of relations between white men and Indians in Virginia from the time of
the Jamestown settlement in 1607 was given before the Woman's Missionary society of
the Hilton Village Baptist church last night by Chief O. T. Custalow | N

I o the Mattaponi Indian tribe.

This address was one of a series sponsored by the society in which representatives of
foreign nations and others among whom mission work 1s being carried on by the
denomination have spoken before the group. Chief Custalow was attired in tribal
costume.

[... ] Gradual crowding by the whites of the Indians off their lands led up to the terrible
massacres of 1622 and 1644 of white people by the Indians. Chief Custalow said. He
added that this crowding-off continued until the tribe has now only about 75 acres of
land, on which 75 families live with a few more families in the adjacent county. The
tribe has a reservation in King and Queen county. [...]177

December 9, 1937 An historical pageant given by members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe under the
direction of Chief O. T. Custalow | NN | b
presented at Franklin School next Tuesday night at 8:15 o'clock.

The pageant deals with the life of the Mattaponi Indians. The proceeds will go to the
building fund of Memorial M. E. Church. 1™

January 13, 1938 [...] For the year of 1931 Chief George F. Custalow took a part in the Sesqui-Centennial
at Yorktown for the celebration of the surrender of Lord Comwallis on Oct. 16, 17, 18
and 19 to help to produce the scenes of this country. [...] 7

May 20, 1938 Representatives of four Indian tribes will get together on the Chickahominy Reservation
at Windsor Shades tomorrow for an all-day powwow, with Indian dances, a fish fry and
other functions on the agenda.

The powwow, which will be open to the public, is expected to bring members of the
Mattaponi, Indian Neck and Upper Mattaponi tribes to meet with the Chickahominies

175 Staff, “Mattaponi Indians to Be Here Next Week,” The Gloucester Gazette (Gloucester, VA), April 29, 1937,

178 Jones, I., "Conoway, Honohey," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 22, 1937.

177 Staff, “Hilton WMS Hears Mattapori Sachem.” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), August 18, 1937.

178 Staff, “Pageant to Be Given by Mattaponi Indians,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), December 9, 1937

172 Custalow, C. G. F., “Brief ‘History” of Mattaponi Reservation,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), January 13, 1938.
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[sic], according to Chief George . Custalow |
I of the Mattaponi group. '

October 31, 1937 Chief O. T. Custalow [, ©f the Mattaponi tribe is
shown here as he entertained students at Bellevue School last Friday. Next Friday night
at 8:15 o'clock, the chiel and several other members of his tribe will stage a colorful

pageant at the school under the sponsorship of the school's Parent-Teacher Association. -
Staff Photo. 1¥

November 5, 1937 Chief O. T. Custalow | <! the Mattaponi tribe
of Indians will present their customs and mode of living in a pageant to be sponsored by
Bellevue Parent-Teacher Association in the school auditorium at Twenty-third and Grace
Streets at 8 o'clock tonight.

This benefit affair will be open to patrons and friends of the school. %2

December 2, 1937 To Direct Mattaponi Pageant- Chief O. T. Custalow
I il direct a group of his Mattaponi Indians in a pageant to be presented at
Franklin School at 8 o'clock next Tuesday night for the benefit of Memorial M. E.
Church. They will depict the life of their tribe. 18

December 9, 1937 An historical pageant given by members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe under the
direction of Chief O. T. Custalow || N || b
presented at Franklin School next Tuesday night at 8:15 o'clock.

The pageant deals with the life of the Mattaponi Indians. The proceeds will go to the
building fund of Memorial M. E. Church. ¥

May 19, 1939 Representatives of the Pamunkey, Chickahominy and Mattapomi Indian tribes will come
to Richmond next Tuesday to take part in the 332nd anniversary celebration of the
arrival of the first English settlers on Powhatan's Hill.

[..]

Luncheon will be served to the Indian guests by members of the Powhatan Hill
Memorial Association,

Richmond's Natal [sic] Day or the anniversary of the arrival of Captains Smith and
Newport at the site of Richmond is celebrated here annually by the Powhatan Hill
Memorial Association. 1%

May 24, 1939 Twentieth Century Indians were represented in the speechmaking of vesterday by Chief
Bradby of the Chickahominies and Assistant Chief Custalow | N :
of the Mattaponis. The latter faced his audience on Powhatan Hill
playground after a rumble of tomtoms and plead [sic] for help for his race {rom the
descendants of palesfaces [sic] who took away the Indians' livelihood. %6

180 Staff, “Indians to Powwow at Windsor Shades,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 20, 1938,

181 Staff, “Indian Chief Visits Bellevue School,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), October 31, 1937

182 Staff, “Mattaponi Indians to Give Pageant Tonight,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), November 5, 1937,

183 Staff, “Mattaponi Indians to Stage Pageant at School,” Richmond Times Dispaich (Richmond, VA), December 2, 1937.

184 Staff, “Pageant to Be Given by Mattaponi Indians,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), December 9, 1937.

185 Staff, “Indian Tribes to Celebrate,” Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), May 19, 1939 See also:

Staff, “Walker Speaks Today on Powhatan Hill,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 23, 1939,

126 Staff, “Indian Compares Conquests to Dictator's Actions Now,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 24, 1939.
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Among the tribes taking part in the recent conference were the Rappahannock, the
Mattaponi, the Nansemond, the Chickahominy, Pamunkey, of Virginia; the Nanticokes, of
Maryland, and the Nanticokes and Delaware, of Delaware 1%

July 18, 1923 A number of state and city officials and other proninent [sic] persons attended the annual
fish fry Saturday of the Chickahominy tribe of Indians. The festivities took place at
Windsor Shades, on the banks of the Chickahominy River, in New Kent county.

Chief Adkins made the address of welcome and introduced George A. Bowden of the
Virginia industrial commission, who acted as toastmaster. Addresses of greeting were
made by Chief William Miles, of the Pamunkey tribe; Chief Nelson, of the Rappahannock

tribe, and Chief Custalo GG O ("o
Mattaponi tribe.

Among the guests who made after dinner speeches were: Parke Deans, secretary to the
governor. Col. W. McDonald Lee, state game and fish commissioner; Postmaster Joseph
W. Stewart, of Richmond; William M. Myers, director of public safety, and M. D. Hart, 1%

November 19, 1925 | The remaining decendents [sic] of the once powerful Tribe that inhabited the Tide-water fo
[sic] Lower Delaware, and Maryland, will hold their annual Pow Wow on Thursday Nov.
26th 1925, at River Dale Park on Indian River Bay, near Oak Orchard, the home of their
ancestors.

There will be present some of the leading Chiefs of Virgimia Tribes, Chief O. W. Adkins,
Chickahominy, Chief George Custalow |
Mattaponi, Chief G. M. Cook, Pamunkey, Chief J. .. Bass, Nansemon, [sic; Nansemond]
Chief Otho Nelson, Ex-Chief G. L. Nelson Rappahannock, and other braves of these
Tribes, Chief Strong Wolf, of the Objiway, Chief Gabe Paul, and Mollie Dellois Nelson, of
the Penobscotts, Miss Gladys Tantaquidgeion, of the Mohegans, Chief Kesh Ke Kosh,
from Oklahoma, Mrs. Little Joe Bear, and Neice of Philadelphia.

Dr. Frank G. Speck, Prof. of Anthropology, Prof. of Anthropology, Prof. Hollowell, Dr. W.
W. Hyde, Prof. Davidson, Prof. Claud Johnson, and others prominent speakers {rom the
University of Penn, Mr. M. K. Sniffen, Sec., of the Indian Right [ sic; Rights] Association
of Philadelphia. [...]'*?

May 5, 1929 Arrangements are rapidly being completed for the annual powwow of the Powhatan
Confederacy of Tidewater Virginia Indians, which will be held Wednesday May 15, on the
banks of the Chickahominy river near Windsor Shades, it has been learned.

Features of the event will include Indian dances, addresses by both Indians and white men,
and a fish fry. Invitations to the powwow are being issued by members of the participating
tribes to their white friends.

The event will take place at the home of Chief Brady of the eastern Chickahominys. Tribes
composing the Powhatan Confederacy include the Pamunkeys, the Mattaponi, the
Chickahominys and the Nansemonds. 1%

August 9, 1929 Two direct descendants of the Indian Princess Pocahontas and Chief Powhatan were united
in marriage last Tuesday in Washington, D. C. [... ] Both of them are full blooded Indians
and live on reservations in Virginia, their parents are chiefs in their respective tribes.

190 Staff, “Conference of Remmnant of Indian Tribes.” The Daily Star (Fredericksburg, VA), May 14, 1923.

191 Staff, “Annual Fish Fry of Chickahominy Tribe,” The Daily Star (Fredericksburg, VA), July 18, 1923,

192 Staff, “Shore Indians Are Planning 1925 Pow-Wow,” The Evening Times (Salisbury, MD), November 19, 1925,
193 Staff, “Indians Plan Annual Pow Wow Wednesday,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport, VA), May 5, 1929,
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Courtship of the two was conducted over a 16 mile stretch between reservations of
Mattaponi tribe and Rappahannock Indians.

According to Otho Thomas Custalow

cousin of the bridegroom and member of the council of the Mattaponi Tribe in King
William county, Virginia, who established the histories of the two families, land which
once belonged to the Indians in Virginia is rapidly dwindling. Otho | Custalow
told Judge Mattingly, and many of the Indians have intermarried with the white people of
Virginia. However, there was nothing like that in this particular case, for after the judge
had issued the certificate of marriage, the pair came back to his office to inquire why he
had not marked ‘Indians’ on the certificate as they had written on their application for a
license. [...] %1

September 24, 1929 | Two direct descendants of Chief Powhatan and the Indian Princess Pochahontas [sic;
Pocahontas] left their homes in Virginia, came to the city of the Great White Father and
while here sought out Judge Robert E. Mattingly to marry them. They left immediately
after the ceremony for the groom's home n Sweet Hall, Va, where they will reside.

William Custalow aged twenty-seven, a tall,
straight, well built man, with the real red skin of the Indian, was the groom, and Elsie
Nelson N r2ther pale, but referred to by Judge Mattingly as "very pretty”,
was the bride. She 1s from Indian Neck, Va.

The father of the groom is Chief George F. Custalow
193 of the Mattaponis, who are living on land granted them by the general
assembly in 1658. The Mattaponis are tribal Indians and they neither pay taxes nor vote.

The bride's father, also living, 1s Chief Otho Nelson, of the Rappahannock tribe of Citizen

Indians. These Indians pay taxes and are entitled to vote. They live on a reservation of 125
acres in King and Queen county Virginia. Members of both families are direct descendants
of Powhatan and Pocahontas, a cousin declared.

[... ] Courtship of the two who were married here was conducted over a 16 mile stretch
between the two reservations with many visits by the young Indian man into the home of
another tribe to win his bride 1%

March 11, 1931 [... ] Dewey Custalow I -t richt in picture,
26 years old, a member of the Mattaponi Tribe, and Miss Pocahontas Bradby, 28 years old,
of the Chickahominy Tribe, were the principals.

Wearing the kind of costumes usually seen only in "Wild West" movies, Dewey and
Pocahontas, accompanied by the former [sic] cousin, O. T. Custalow
I -5 istant chief of the Mattaponis, were trudging the streets of
Washington, looking for the Marriage License Bureau, when they met G. E. Wynkey, 511
Third street.

194 Staff, "Scions of Famous Indians Wed," The News Chronicle (Shippensburg, PA), August 9, 1929. See also Staff (1929), “Scions
of Indians of VA are Married,” The Tidewater Review (West Point, VA), August 8, 1929, See also Staff (1929), "Scions of Historic
Indians Are Wed," Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), August 29, 1929,

%5 Father o is See also: Virginia
Death Records (Commonwealth of Virgima), Virgima Death Certificate, King William County, West Point, Mattaponi Indian
Reservation, |

196 Staff, “Famous Red Families United by Marriage,” The Daily Notes (Canonsburg, PA), September 24, 1929. This article was
reprinted in The Canonsburg Daily Notes, Our Southern Home, The Greenfield Daily Reporter, The Menasha Record, The Fort
Payne Jowrnal, The Adams Weekly Globe, The Progressive Age, The Canton Independent-Sentinel, Bristol Herald, and The Jasper
Herald).
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[...] Following the ceremony the newlyweds left for the Mattaponi reservation in King
William County, Va. Until today the bride made her home on the Chickahominy
reservation in New Kent County Va. The bridegroom's uncle, George F. Custalow |

I i chic of the Mattaponis. 17

June 13, 1931 The costumes worn by an Indian bridal party yesterday attracted so much attention that
police had to clear the way for the couple and their guests to march to the office of Judge
Robert E. Mattingly, where the ceremony was performed. In the photograph are (left to
right) : Otho . Custalow | - Chief O. T.
Custalow of the Mattaponi tribe, witnesses;
Mary Lee Adams, 21, of the Adamston tribe, the bride; Judge Mattingly; Daniel W.
Custalow NN |- of the Mattaponis, the
bridegroom, and Harvey Custalow |, -1 other
witness. This was the second time a Mattaponi Indian was married here within the last few
months, 18

November 27, 1936 | Modern Nanticoke Indians held their sixteenth annual Thanksgiving pow-wow, feast, and
dance near here today in very modern style.

[...] Among the visitors were: Chief George Custalow
and four tribesmen from the Mattaponi reservation, 15 miles from Port
Richmond, Va. [...| '

May 22, 1937 [...] AND WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF THE INDIANS, 1 SHOULD REPORT THAT
MESSRS. JOE BAUERS AND JIM BLAKE OF THE BOXING COMMISSION ARE
NOW FULL-FLEDGED WARRIORS. THEY WERE PROPERLY INDUCTED AT THE
BIG THREE TRIBE POWWOW OF THE MATTAPONIS, PAMUNKEYS, AND
CHICKAHOMINIES AT WINDSOR SHADES ON THURSDAY. [...] 2%

May 20, 1938 Representatives of four Indian tribes will get together on the Chickahominy Reservation at
Windsor Shades tomorrow for an all-day powwow, with Indian dances, a fish fry and other
functions on the agenda.

The powwow, which will be open to the public, is expected to bring members of the
Mattaponi, Indian Neck and Upper Mattaponi tribes to meet with the Chickahominies [ sic],

according to Chief George . Custalow | 1

the Mattaponi group. *%

Annual Tax Tribute

Every year the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indian tribes present an annual tribute to the Governor of Virginia
in licu of taxes. This practice dates to the treaties of 1646 and 1677** and affirms the tribes” government-

197 Staff, “Pocahontas Becomes Bride,” Fvening Star (Washington D.C.), March 11, 1931. See also: Staff, “Indians in Full Regalia
Wed in Capital,” Hartford Courant (Hartford, CT), March 16, 1931; Staff, “Indian Wedding Party,” De#roit Free Press (Detroit,
MI), March 29, 1931. See also: Staff, “Indian Love Call,” Datly News (New Y ork, New York), March 14, 1931; Staff, “Indians in
Full Regalia Wed in Capital,” Hartford Courant (Hartford, CT), March 16, 1931; Staff, “Indian Wedding Party,” Detroif Free
Press (Detroit, MI), March 29, 1931.

198 Staff, “Indian Wedding Draws Throng,” The Evening Star (Washington, D.C.), June 13, 1931.

159 Staff, “Chief Explains By 'Mike' as His Braves Dance,” The Morning News (Wilmington, DE), November 27, 1936.

200 Tones, J., "Conoway, Honohey," Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 22, 1937.

201 Staff, “Indians to Powwow at Windsor Shades.” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 20, 1938.

2 Vaughan, A. Early American Indian Documents: Treaties and Laws, 1607-1789 4 (Maryland: University Publications of
America, 1983), 82-87 [PDF 57-59].
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to-government relationship with the Commonwealth of Virginia. This annual tradition constitutes a lasting
community tradition for the Tribe and occurred regularly throughout this period.

Table B2-20. Community Activities, 1920-1939: Anmual Tax Tribute.
Date Excerpt
March 4, 1938 [...] The Pamunkeys and Mattaponis regularly bring annual tributes of game and fish to the
Govermnor. No other tribal fees are required by law 2%

Conclusion

The community activities described above demonstrate the existence of “social relationships connecting
individual members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(ii)) and “patterns of informal social interaction”™ (83.11 (b)(1)(ii1)),
evident in the annual recurrence of the tribal Homecoming, local social events like pow wows and fish fries,
and the cooperation required to stage pageants and educational events requiring multiple performers to
represent the community. The coordination of hatchery and logging work constitutes “shared or cooperative
labor” among reservation residents (83.11 (b)(1)(iv)), and the traditions of Homecoming and the annual tax
tribute serve as examples of “shared sacred or secular ritual activity™ (83.11 (b)(1)(vi)). As in previous
decades, the persistence of reservation lifeways and the Tribe’s government-to-government relationship
with the Commonwealth of Virginia as demonstrated by the annual tax tribute, both of which pre-date 1900,
exemplify the “persistence of a collective identity™ (83.11 (b)(1)(viii)).

Distinction and Discrimination

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe has a distinctive culture, acknowledged by its members and other communities,
and has been the subject of discrimination based upon the Tribe’s Indian status. This period saw the passage
of Virginia’s 1924 Racial Integrity Act. One goal of the legislation, reflecting the work of eugenicist Walter
Ashby Plecker who was the head of the Virginia Bureau of Vital Statistics, was to re-classify Virginia
Indians as “colored” and, ultimately, to erase tribal and Indian status in the Commonwealth. To that end,
Plecker issued a list of surnames of families whose claims of Indian ancestry should be rejected, including
the common Mattaponi surnames of Langston, Custalow, and Allmond.*® Plecker’s targeting of Mattaponi
surnames and Senate deliberations and substitute bills that would exempt the Mattaponi Indian Tribe from
the legislation demonstrate how the Tribe was widely perceived as a distinct group and how it was subject
to legal discrimination, even among politicians who disagreed about how to legislate Mattaponi identity:

The approximate strength of the opponents of the Ball bill in the Senate may be judged
from the recorded vote on the substitute bill offered by Senator Montague, making
exceptions as to the Chickahominys in New Kent and Charles City Counties, in addition to
the Mattaponis and Pamunkeys, and providing that it would not be necessary for any of
these Indians to remain on their reservations or in their communities to be officially
recognized as Indians. This substitute bill was voted down, 24 to 14.

[...] The Ball bill provides that all persons with any ascertainable Negro blood shall be
deemed as ‘colored,” except that members of the Pamunkey and Mattaponi tribes, who

203 Staff, “Indian Tribes,” Richmond News Leader (Richmond, VA), March 4, 1938.
204 “Sumnames, by Counties and Cities, of Negroid Virginia Families Striving to Pass as “Indian™ or White,” Personal Papers: James
R. Coates. 1833-1947, Accession 31577, Personal Papers Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia.
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have as much as one-fourth Indian blood and less than one-sixteenth Negro blood, shall be
deemed “tribal Indians” as long as they remain on their reservations.” 2%

In addition to these overt political attempts to erase Virginia Indians,?® oral history interviews with tribal
members recall violent discrimination against the community during this period. In a particularly egregious
example, a Mattaponi councilman was murdered by the Ku Klux Klan in 1934, which sought to intimidate
the community.

Table B2-21. Distinction and Discrimination, 1920-1939: Interviews.

Interviewee Date Excerpt

1934 ca. | The stories about |GG :d how he got killed
by the Ku Klux Klan, that story. Just other discrimination [...]**”

1934 ca. | We had one of our former chiefs, | -
the Ku Klux Klan killed him and hung him in the tree in the bend here in the
river so that when he was in front of the church, the people on the
reservation could see him. So, it was here 2%

Publications during this period regularly distinguished the Mattaponi community from surrounding Indian
and non-Indian communities. This included journalists and scholars speaking about the Racial Integrity
Act (e.g. February 6, 1930), describing the community generally as a part of reporting on community events
(e.g. May 24, 1935; January 6, 1938), or engaging in historical and ethnographic research and analysis (e.g.
Sams 1929; Speck ca. 1920, 1928, 1929).

Table B2-22. Distinction and Discrimination, 1920-1939: Other Sources.
Date Excerpt
Speck 1920 ca. Notes of anthropologist Frank G. Speck: [...] “Dialect genus/ Dispute over title./ no
dialect./ Diff customs from Pam.” 2%

Speck 1924 From manuscript prepared on this topic it appears that the following mixed tribal
groups exist in the same general location; where their ancestors lived. These places are
indicated on the chart by triangles enclosed in circles; Pamunkey 300+, Mattaponi 75,
Upper Mattaponi 75, Chickahominy 400+, Rappahannock 500, Nansamund 200+,
Wicomoco (7) 300 (7), Potomac 150, Hanover Co. (Powhatan) 15+ (7),
Werowocomoco 100+, total 2115+, [... | Some of these bands are organized with
incorporated charters, others are still tribal Indians on state reservations; the Pamunkey
and Mattaponi 219

Speck 1925 While the existence of two Indian tribes, the Pamunkey and the Mattaponi, in
tidewater Virginia has been more or less generally known, there has remained an

203 Staff, “Substitute Downed,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), February 12, 1930. See also: Journal of the Senate of
the Commonwealth of Virginia Begun and Held at the Capitol in the City of Richmond on Wednesday, January 8, 1930 (Richmond:
Division of Purchase and Printing, 1930), 233.

20% The formal opposition to the Racial Integrity Act levied by the Mattaponi Tribal Council is documented in detail in Criterion C,
1920-1939.

207 "Interview: | Pat One.” by I - )/ =ttaponi Indian Tribe, December 15, 2022. PDF Page 14.

=8 "Interview: | R ' - | (=ftaponi Indian Tribe, July 26, 2023. PDF Page
13.

0% Speck, Frank G. Mattaponi {Adamstown) Misc. Notes, Frank G. Speck Papers, American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
20 Speck, Frank G., "The Ethnic Position of the Southeastern Algonkian,” dmerican Anthropologist 26, no. 2 {1924), 188.

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment (b)-71
Criterion (b): 1920 to 1939



MATTAPONI INDIAN TRIBE
PETITION FOR FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Section IV, Part

Date Excerpt
almost total lack of information concerning the existence of other bands of
descendants of the original Powhatan tribes. [... ]

It appears that at least ten mixed groups exist in the same general localities where their
ancestors lived. Their names and approximate aggregate numbers are: Pamunkey 300,
Mattaponi 73, [ ... | Some of these bands are organized, with incorporated charters,
while two are still tribal Indians on state reservations: the Pamunkey and the
Mattaponi *!!

Speck 1928 The Indians on the Mattaponi river, only about ten miles from the Pamunkey, appear
to have been closely affiliated with the Pamunkey, and the recent history of the two
bands has been practically identical. There are about 75 in the Mattaponi village near
Wakema, they are completely merged in blood with the Pamunkey, through
intermarriage, and no differences in community life can be observed between them.
The Mattaponi are also reservation Indians; their deed, in the possession of the chief,
dates also to 1658,

[This publication contains approximately 15 photos documenting Mattaponi-identified
people and places, pages 255-265 .12

Sams 1929 As the colony developed the preponderance of power passed over to the Virginians,
and instead of the Indians assigning tracts to the Virginians, the Virginians assigned
tracts to them. These tracts were held by the State in trust for the several tribes, so long
as any members of them survived, and after their removal or death, they became public
property and were granted by the Colony or the State, as other waste and
unappropriated lands, to private persons. This process covered a long period, and
indeed, has not yet terminated, the Pamunkeys and Mattaponis still hold the land on
which they live. 213

February 6, 1930 [...]In trying to keep negroid children from the white schools Senator Montague said,
the state should not destroy the race of the Pamunkey, Chickahominy and Mattapomi
Indian tribes. [... ]2

May 14, 1932 The man who catches a fish may legally be said to have ‘produced” said fish, Judge
John L. Ingram, himself an Isaak Walton of parts, ruled yesterday in Hustings Court in
acquitting O.T. Custalowe |, o of Chiefl
Custalow N ' (o \laitaponi
Indians, on a charge of peddling members of the finny tribe in Richmond without a
license.

[...] Winston Montague, attorney for Custalowe, [sic; Custalow] said he understood
the Mattaponis had been selling {ish here for a long time without molestation until a
commission merchant complained and brought about his client's arrest.?!*

May 24, 1935 [...] Of this number the Mattaponis, believed to be part of the Pamunkey tribe, still
live on the Pamunkey River and live largely by trapping, fishing and conducting

21 Speck, Frank G., “The Rappahannock Indians of Virginia,” ed. F. W. Hodge, Indian Notes and Monographs 5, no. 3 (1925),
Vii..

212 Speck, Frank G., “Chapters on the Ethnology of the Powhatan Tribes,” In Indian Notes and Monographs, edited by F. W. Hodge,
1(5). New York: Museum of the American Indian, 1928, 248-9, 255-65.

213 Sams, Conway Whittle, The Conguest of Virginia, The Second Aitempt: An Account based on Original Documents, of the
Attempt, under the King’s form of Government, to found Virginia at Jamestown, 1606-1610, Norfolk, Virgima: Keyser-Doherty
Printing Corporation, 1929.

24 Staff, “Bill for Exemption of Factories from Taxation Is Passed,” Newport News Daily Press (Newport News, VA), February
6, 1930.

215 Staff, “Mudge Rules Fisherman May Peddle His Catch in Richmond,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 14,
1932.
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fishing parties. They are ‘reservated Indians’ of the treaty of 1677, paying no taxes.

They worship at their own church, which is Baptist. [... ] 26

December 22, 1935 The Mattaponi and the Pamunkey tribes are the only Indians in Virginia living on
certified reservations. 217

January 6, 1938 Chief George F. Custalow | (s vcar

will complete his twenty-fourth year as chief of the Mattaponi Tribe of Indians on the
Mattaponi Reservation in Virgima. [... ]

Under the tribal government established by Chief Custalow he claimed that all
violations on the reservations are subject to that government, and that the chief has the
authority to expel from the reservation “any nude [sic, rude] and rebellious citizens *!®

April 10, 1939 [...] "Meaning what nation?" the reporter queried.

"The Indian, the vanishing American, the aboriginal citizen," the O. M-A-T replied.
"There are just a few of the noble red men who roamed our primeval forests left. They
abide with us in King William County on the banks of the Pamunkey and Mattaponi
Rivers. They are so few they hardly constitute a working quorum. 21°

Conclusion

The evidence above demonstrates that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was distinguished from the surrounding
communitics, showing “strong patterns of discrimination and other patterns of distinction by non-members™
(83.11 (b)(1)(v)) who targeted the Mattaponi with racial legislation and distinguished the Tribe as a
standalone community in popular and academic writings. That members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe
considered themselves a distinct social and political entity is also evident, as they represented their
community to outside researchers and advocated for themselves in the face of the Racial Integrity Act.
These actions demonstrate the existence of a “collective identity™ (83.11 (b)(1)(viii)) during this period.
Finally, outsiders directly observed “distinct cultural patterns’™ (83.11 (b)(2)(i11)) among the Mattaponi
between 1920 and 1939.

Evidentiary Applicability

Based on the evidence presented above, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe fulfills the requirements of Criterion
83.11 (b)(1) throughout the period from 1920 to 1939. Furthermore, the substantial evidence of endogamy
and geographic exclusivity fulfills 83.11 (b)(2)(1) and (i1) for the same period and is thus sufficient to meet
Criterion 83.11 (c) for the same period.

216 Staff, “Colorful Ceremony Marks 'Discovery' of City in 1607,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), May 24, 1935.

27 Staff, “Mattaponi Chief Tells of Indian Lore,” Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), December 22, 1935,

218 Staff, “Virginia Indian Chief Completes 24th Year,” Greene County Record (Standardsville, VA), January 6, 1938.

212 Golden, Robert, “O. M-A-T Traces Decline of Virginia's First Families,” Richmond Times Dispaich (Richmond, VA), April 10,
1939.
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3. Criterion (b): 1940 to 1959
Introduction

Between 1940 and 1959, a variety of sources confirm that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe has comprised a
distinct community “with consistent interactions and significant social relationship within its membership™
over time and therefore fulfills Criterion (b) of 25 CFR 83.11. Examples include “rates or patterns of known
marriages within the entity, or...patterned out-marriages™ (83.11 (b)(1)(i)), primarily with members of other
Virginia Indian communities. The community also demonstrated “social relationships connecting
individual members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(i1)) and “patterns informal social interaction that exist broadly among
the members™ (83.11 (b)(1)(i11)), which continued to be reinforced by the central community institutions of
the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church and the Mattaponi Indian School, as well as community and intertribal
events, such as annual Homecoming services, dances, and powwows. The Tribe further exhibited
“cooperative labor or other economic activity among members™ during this period (83.11 (b)(1)(iv)), which
in this decade continued the operation of the Mattaponi fish hatchery and expanded into tribal logging
operations. “Strong patterns of discrimination or other social distinctions by non-members™ (83.11
(b)(1)(v)) existed, documented in cases of legal and extralegal racial discrimination and first-hand accounts
in oral histories. The Mattaponi community continued to engage in “shared...ritual activity” (83.11
(b)(1)(v1)) through the Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church, which is one of several “cultural patterns shared
among a portion of the entity that are different from those of the non-Indian populations with whom it
interacts™ (83.11 (b)(1)(vii)). The breadth of evidence supports the “persistence of a collective identity™
(83.11 (b)(1)(vii1)). Finally, evidence demonstrates the continued occupation and use of the Mattaponi
Indian Reservation (83.11 (b)(1)(ix)).

This period also includes substantial evidence that the Mattaponi Indian Tribe fulfills Criterion 83.11 (b)(2).
This includes significant numbers of tribal members who resided on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation
(83.11 (b)2)(1)), maintained distinct cultural patterns (83.11(b)(2)(iii)), and retained distinct social and
cultural institutions (83.11(b)(2)(ii1)). Such evidence fulfills the crossover provision in 25 CFR 83.11
(c)(2)(i1), and thus has “provided sufficient evidence of political influence or authority” for the same period.

Generational Snapshot

In the period from 1940 to 1959, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was made up of ~235 known community
members. These included the direct descendants of the individuals recorded as the Historical Indian Tribe
in Section II: Historical Mattaponi Indian Tribe. The core community consisted of those individuals who
continued to live on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. Published estimates of the Tribe’s membership in
this period range between 70 and 150. The lower numbers represent the on and near reservation population’
while the higher numbers reflect the entire population, including those family groupings living outside of
King William County.* Family groupings at this time included but were not limited to the following
surnames. Allmond, Custalow, Langston, Tupponce, and Major.

The table below contains the list of all known Mattaponi individuals living in this time period.

! References to the reservation population of approximately 70 Mattaponi people include but are not limited to: Staff,
“Indian Tribe Prepares To Bury Chieftain,” Afabama Journal (Montgomery, AL), March 22, 1949; Staff, “Indians To Give Jones
Welcome,” The Progress Index (Petersburg, VA), June 13, 1954; Staft, “Girls Hear Indian Chief,” The Jeffersonian (Richmond,
VA), October 25, 1956.

2 References to the larger tribal community include but are not limited to: Gilbert, William H. J., “Surviving Indian Groups
of the Eastern United States,” In the Anrueal Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, 407-438. Washington
D.C., US Government Printing Office, 1948; Lascelle, Thatcher, “Indian Chief Warmly Greeted On Visits to Playgrounds Here,”
The Progress Index (Petersburg, VA), July 15, 1959.
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