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Date Citation Information 
January Robinson, W. Stitt "Tributary Indians 

in Colonial Virginia." The Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography 
67, no. 1, (January 1959): 49-64 [PDF 
17]. 

May 15 Staff "Youth Group Tours Indian 
Reservation." The Farmville Herald 
(Fann ville, VA) , May 15, 1959. 

July 9 Staff "Gloucester Village Plans Gala 
Events July 16-17-18." Gloucester 
Gazette-Journal (Gloucester, VA), 
July 9, 1959. 

July 15 Lascelle, Thatcher. "Indian Chief 
Warmly Greeted on Visits to 
Playgrounds Here." The Progress 
Index (Petersburg, VA), July 15, 1959. 

July 16 Staff "Schedule of Events for 
Gloucester Days Announced." 
Gloucester-Ma thews Gazette-Journal 
(Gloucester, VA), July 16, 1959. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Cri terion (a): 1950 to 1959 

Excer t 
"The paying of tribute by Indians in colonial days is 
still evident in twentieth-century Virginia. On the basis 
of the 1677 treaty, tribes such as the Pamunkey and 
Mattaponi, who live on reservations in King William 
County, voluntarily present each year to the Governor 
of Virginia a token tribute of game at Thanksgiving." 
[p. 64] 

"Rev.RE. Murphy and family accompanied the MVF 
from Oakwood Methodist Church on a sightseeing trip 
to the Mattaponi Indian reservation near West Point, in 
King William County, Sunday. [ .. . ]" 

"Starting Thursday, Indians from the Mattaponi 
Reservation will set up an exhibit of their crafts from 
the museum near West Point This exhibit, which will 
include many valuable articles, will be housed in a 
building on Gloucester's Main Street In addition, 
members of the tribe will perform for the public." 

"" I'm going to scalp you, Chief!" 

This warm greeting was made by a youngster yesterday 
afternoon as Chief 0. T. Custalow--

head of the Mattaponi 
Indian Tribe got out of a car at the McKenzie Street 
Playground. 

"Don't scalp me boy," the chief pleaded. Then they both 
laughed. 

Thus began a whirlwind visit by the Indian chief to the 
playgrounds in Petersburg. His appearance here was 
sponsored by the Recreation Department" 

"Indians from the Mattaponi reservation near West 
Point headed by Chief 0 . T. Custalow 

will give a perfonnance on 
Main Street at 2:00 p.m. Thursday and an exhibit from 
their museum will be open to the public in the building 

25 CFR 83.11 a 
(a)(4) Scholars 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identific ation 

(a)(3) County or Local Government 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identific ation 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 
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Date Citation Information 

July 17 Staff. "'Gloucester Days' Program 
Continues." Newport News Daily 
Press (Newport News, VA), July 17, 
1959. 

July 23 Staff. "Gloucester Days Welcome." 
Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal 
(Gloucester, VA), July 23, 1959. 

December 13 McDowell Jr., Charles. "Enter the 
Smiler Without the Knife." Richmond 
Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), 
December 13, 1959. 

December 21 Crummett, Nancy. "Tsungani Indian 
Dance Group Plans Season's 
Performances." Daily News Leader 
(Staunton, VA), December 21, 1959. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1950 to 1959 

Excer t 
formerly occupied by Colonial Stores across from J. D. 
Dutton." 

"A special attraction for young and old Thursday was 
the exhibit of museum pieces from the Mattaponi 
Indian Reservation, on display at the building formerly 
occupied by Colonial Stores, across from the Hotel 
Calvin. Chief 0. T. Custalow 

and others from the Mattaponi 
Reservation were on hand too and they entertained with 
a performance ofindian dances. They will be back 
again today and Saturday and special performances are 
scheduled both days at 11 a.m. in front of the building 
where they are displaying the museum pieces. " 

"Chief Custalow 
, of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation at West 

Point, was on hand to help celebrate Gloucester Days 
which were held last Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
Shown in the picture are a few of the visitors who saw 
the Indian exhibit and the war-dance performance. " 

"[ ... ] In front of the Governor's Mansion a 5-year-old 
Mattaponi Indian boy named Little Chief Blue Wing 

was dancing over a 
dead wild turkey and some rockfish. He was in costume 
and was dancing in the best Indian tradition, hunched, 
knees bent, head bobbing. The significance of the 
dance wasn't explained, but the turkey and rockfish 
represented the annual tribute to the governor from the 
remnants of the Mattaponi tribe. Tribal Indians have 
been paying tribute in lieu of taxes in Virginia for more 
than 300 years." 

"On Saturday, September 20, 1958, the boys took a trip 
to visit several Indian Villages, talk to the people and 
view the collections of authentic Indian costumes. 
During an overnight stay at the Mattaponi Village, 
Chief Custalow 
- taught the boys their first dance. It was the 

25 CFR 83.11 a 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 
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Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1950 to 1959 

Excer t 25 CFR 83.11 a 
Serpentine dance, (a follow-the-leader type). 
[ ... ] On June 1, 1959, Chief Custalow led the group in 
the first dance appearance. On June 9 the group 
appeared for the second time before the Court of Honor 
at Buena Vista. " 
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7. Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 

During the 1960s, the Mattaponi Indian Tribe was consistently identified as an Indian entity. This included 
identification by the Virginia state government (83 .11 (a )(2) ), scholars (83.11 (a)( 4)), newspaper journalists 
(83.11 (a)(5)), and other Indian tribes (83.11 (a)(6)). Individual members of the Tribe also self-identified 
by representing the Mattaponi Indian entity to journalists and in public appearances (83.11 (a)(7)). 

Criterion (a)(2): Relationships with State Governments 

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe was recognized as an Indian entity by the state government during this period 
(83.11 (a)(2)). The Governor of Virginia continued to accept the Mattaponi Tribe's annual tribute of wild 
game, making public appearances with Tribal leadership to mark the occasion (e.g., November 22, 1962; 
November 25, 1964; November 26, 1965; November 24, 1966). The state House of Delegates also voted 
on measures to benefit the Mattaponi Tribe in the 1960s. In 1962, the House passed a bill to allow Indians 
to hunt without a license, and Mattaponi leaders appeared at the Capitol to represent the bill's beneficiaries 
(February 27, 1962). The House also passed a bill to re-establish state-funded shad hatcheries on the 
Mattaponi and Pamunkey reservations (February 16, 1968; February 22, 1968). 

Criterion (a)(4): Identification byAnthropologists, Historians, and/or Other Scholars 

Scholars conducting fieldwork on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation during this time identified the 
Mattaponi Indian Tribe as an Indian entity (83.11 (a)( 4)). This included anthropologist Helen Rountree, 
who described her 1969 visits to the Reservation in the "Fieldwork" section of her 1973 dissertation. 

Criterion (a)(5): Identification in Newspapers and Books 

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe was identified as an Indian entity in print during the 1960s (83.11 (a)(5)). 
Newspaper coverage included publicity for Chief 0. T. Custalow speaking at a variety of churches (e.g., 
February 5, 1960; July 5, 1960; July 29, 1965), arts events and performances (e.g., April 14, 1960; March 
19, 1962; November 22, 1963), and partnerships with local organizations such as the Boy Scouts and the 
Daughters I Children of the American Revolution (e.g., May 14, 1961, October 4, 1961; January 7, 1965). 
The Tribe's political activities were also covered by journalists, including advocacy and engagement with 
the state government (February 17, 1962, February 16, 1968; February 22, 1968) and the Tribe's annual 
tribute to the Virginia governor ( e.g., November 22, 1962; November 25, 1964; November 26, 1965; 
November 24, 1966). The Mattaponi Indian Reservation was named in newspapers during this period, as 
well (e.g., February 14, 1963; November 26, 1963; June 26, 1964). Finally, the death of Chief 0. T. 
Custalow and subsequent election of Chief Curtis Lee Custalow, Sr. were covered in print at the end of the 
decade (October 19, 1969; October 22, 1969; November 9, 1969). 

Criterion (a)(6): Relationships with Indian Tribes or Indian Organ izations 

During this decade, other Virginia Indian entities acknowledged the Mattaponi Indian Tribe as a peer (83.11 
(a)(6)). Pamunkey Chief Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook and Mattaponi Chief 0. T. Custalow appeared at the 
Capitol together to advocate for Virginia Indian hunting rights and state-funded fisheries (February 8, 1962; 
February 27, 1962; February 14, 1964; February 16, 1968; February 22, 1968). The chiefs also appeared 
together to offer the tribes' annual tribute to the Governor of Virginia in 1968 (November 22, 1968). Tribes 
from other states, including the Shawnee and Seneca, participated alongside the Mattaponi in intertribal 
events (May 29, 1968). 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 
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Criterion (a)(7): Self-I denti[ication 

Individual Mattaponi people self-identified as members of the Mattaponi Indian entity throughout this 
period, making public appearances and speaking to journalists as representatives of the Tribe (83 .11 ( a )(7)). 
Mattaponi leaders advocated on behalf of the Tribe with the state government (February 8, 1962; February 
27, 1962; February 14, 1964; February 16, 1968; February 22, 1968) and offered annual tribute to the 
Governor (e.g., November 26, 1965; November 22, 1968; December 22, 1969). Chief 0. T. Custalow 
regularly spoke to churches as a representative of the Tribe (e.g., February 5, 1960; July 5, 1960; July 29, 
1965). Tribal members also self-identified to journalists writing human-interest stories (September 1, 1960) 
and shared their knowledge about the Tribe with pageant audiences, school groups, the Boy Scouts, and the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (e.g., May 14, 1961, July 27, 1961; October 4, 1961; December 14, 
1961; November 22, 1963; January 7, 1965). 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 
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Table A 7-1. Evidence Fulfilling Criterion (a), 1960-1969. 

1960 

Date Citation Information 

January 21 

January 23 

February 5 

February 18 

Staff "To Ordain Custalow 
Baptist Evangelist." The 
Tidewater Review (West 
Point, VA), January 21, 
1960. 

Staff. "Mattiponi [sic; 
Mattaponi] Chief to be 
Ordained." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), January 23, 1960. 
Staff. "Indian Chief to Speak 
at Nazarene Church. " Daily 
News Leader (Staunton, VA), 
February 5, 1960. 

Staff. "Indian Chief Ordained 
Baptist Minister. " The Word 
and Way (Kansas City, MO), 
February 18, 1960. 

April 14 Staff "Navajo Indian Arts 
and Crafts." The Orange 
Review (Orange, VA), April 
14, 1960) 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 

Excerpt 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
- of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation will be ordained a 
Baptist evangelistic minister at services beginning at 2:30 pm. 
Sunday in the church on the reservation. 

[ ... ] He was elected chief of the Mattaponi tribe in 1944 to 
succeed his late father, Chief George Custalo~ 

"Chief Custalow is believed to be the first Indian chief in the 
United States to be ordained a minister." 

"Indian Chief 0. T. Custalow 
will be speaking at the Church of the Nazarene 

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of this week, according to 
information received from the Rev. E. M. Fox, pastor. Hos-ki­
no-wa-na-ah (0. T. Custalow) is a direct descendant of 
Powhatan and is the chief of the Mattaponi Indian tribe located 
on a reservation in King William county near West Point." 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation in King William 

County, Va. , was ordained a Southern Baptist minister at 
Mattaponi Baptist church near here. 

The Rev. Harvie N. Custalow 
brother of the chief, and pastor of 

the church, conducted the service." 

"Mrs. Gray Dunnington, chapter program chairman, said 
yesterday that a special invitation has been sent to Virginia 's 
own Indian reservation near West Point which is inhabited by 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
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July 14 Staff. "Custalow Conducting 
Revival at Wise Church." 
The Tidewater Review (West 
Point, VA), July 14, 1960. 

July 24 Garrett, Curwood. 
"Evangelist-Indian Chief 
Draws Large Crowds." 
Bristol Herlad Courier 
(Bristol, VA), July 24, 1960. 

August 7 Phillips, Gene. "Boy's 
Summer Camp at Deltaville 
Enlarges Facilities and 
Program." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), August 7, 1960. 

September 1 Staff. "Custalow Plans 
Career as Medical 
Missionary." The Tidewater 
Review (West Point, VA), 
September 1, 1960. 

October 7 Opinions of the Attorney 
General and Report to the 
Governor of Virginia from 
July 1, 1960toJune 30, 
1961. Richmond, Virginia: 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
Department of Purchases and 
Supplies, 1961. 

Excerpt 

the Pamunkey and Mattaponi tribes. There is possibility that 
they may send up one or more representatives. "1 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation is conducting 

revival services at Glamorgan Chapel Church at Wise." 

"Seventeen years ago, at about 3 o'clock one morning while all 
the faraway stars cast their twinkling rays on a sleeping 
countryside, 0. T. Custalow 

, a full-blooded Indian of the Mattaponi tribe, had a 
strange dream that was to change the course of his life." 

"[ ... ] Spencer Tucker, one of the directors, is a member of the 
American Indian Lore Association, and through his influence, 
Indian lore has be-come one of the favorite camp studies. As a 
phase of Indian study, the camp was visited during one 
program by Chief 0. T. Vustalow 
--of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe." 

"Linwood Custalow 
, a son of:Mr. and Mrs. Webster Custalo 

of the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation, plans to enter the Medical College of Virginia this 
month for preparation as a medical missionary." 

"HONORABLE JOHN PAUL CAUSEY 
Commonwealth's Attorney for King William County 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 17, 
1960, in which you state: 
"The question has been raised with me as to whether Indians 
resident 
on a tribal reservation are required to have hunting licenses to 
hunt outside of the limits of such reservation. As you know, 
there are tribal reservations for both the Pamunkey and 
Mattaponi tribes in King William County. I have always 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6) Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 

1 The author of this article mistakenly indicated that one reservation was occupied by the Parnunkey and Mattaponi tribes together. The two tribes historically maintained and 
continued to maintain distinct reservations at the time of publication. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 
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1963 

Date Citation Information 

February 14 Staff. "Nelson Notes Local 
Attraction." The Tidewater 
Review (West Point, VA), 
February 14, 1963. 

February 21 Staff. "Old Church MYF To 
Hear Talk By Chief 
Custalow." The Tidewater 
Review (West Point, VA), 
February 21, 1963. 

August 22 Staff. "Indian Church Sets 
Home-Coming." The 
Tidewater Review (West 
Point, VA), August 22, 1963. 

November 22 Staff. "Prince George Club 
Hears Facts, Figures on 
Indian Tribes." The 
Progress-Index (Petersburg, 
VA), November 22, 1963. 

November 22 Staff "Indians Give 
Program." The Prof;ress 
Index (Petersburg, VA), 
November 22, 1963. 

November 26 Staff. "Revolution Children 
Unit Meeting Held." 
Northern Virginia Sun 
(Fairfax, VA), November 26, 
1963. 

December 1 Edwards, Burt C. "Week End 
in Tidewater Virginia." 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 

Excerpt 

"The Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indian Reservations, water 
facilities and development of camping facilities were cited 
possibilities for attracting tourists to the West Point area at a 
meeting Thursday night of the West Point Area Im prov em ent 
Association's board of directors." 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
- of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation will speak at a 
meeting of the Methodist Youth Fellowship of Old Church 
Methodist Church, Shanghai, Monday, March 4, at 7:45 p.m." 

"Mattaponi Baptist Church on the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation will observe home-coming next Sunday, Aug. 24. 

Chief 0 . T. Custalow 
will speak at the 11 :30 a.m. service." 

of the Mattaponi Tribe, 
accompanied by his wife, Princess White Feather, and their 
nine-year-old son, Blue Wing 
- all in tribal attire, described their way of life on the 
reservation[ .. . ]" 

and Little Blue Wing 
Mattaponi Indian Reservation, near West Point, gave the 
program at the meeting of the Prince George Woman's Club 
Tuesday night at Prince George High School." 

"[ ... ] It was announced that over 200 pounds of good clothing 
had been sent by the W-L Society to the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation in Virginia[ .. .]" 

"Centuries ago, the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indians roamed 
the forests in what is now King William county." 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
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Date Citation Information 

Richmond Times Dispatch 
(Richmond, VA), December 
1, 1963. 

February 14 Marble, Robert L. 
"Hatcheries Bill Out of 
Committee Following Plea 
by Indian Chief" Newport 
News Daily Dispatch 
(NewportNews, VA), 
February 14, 1964. 

April 23 Staff. "Ambassadors to 
assemble at Heathsville." 
Northern Neck News 
(Warsaw, VA), April 23, 
1964. 

June 26 Staff. "The Pamunky rsicl 
and Mattaponi ... " Fort 
Collins Coloradoan (Fort 
Collins, CO), June 26, 1964. 

Excerpt 

"[ ... ] Cook and Chief 0. T. Custalow 
of the Mattaponi tribe, headed delegations 

from their reservations in King William County, appearing 
before the committee in support of a measure to restore state­
operated shad hatcheries on the Pamunkey and Mattaponi 
rivers which were discontinued two years ago. Their pleas, 
backed by a commission of fisheries inspector who supervised 
the hatcheries for about 10 years, and several seafood buyers 
apparently were convincing as the bill was voted out of the 
committee and now goes before the full House of Delegates." 

"[ ... ] Special guest during the cam pout will be Dr. Donald 
McDowell, missionary to Paraguary [sic] Chief 0. T. 
Custalow and Blue 
Wing of the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation will entertain at the Campfire program on 
Saturday night. "5 

"The Pamunky rsic; Pamunkeyl andMattaponi Indian 
reservations are in King William county, Va." 

November 25 Staff. "Upholds Pact." "Custalow chief of 
Alabama Journal 
(Montgomery, AL), 
November 25, 1964. 

the Mattaponi tribe, Tuesday presented a turkey to the 
governor of Virginia in accordance with a pact between the 
Indians and Capt. John Smith.6 

" 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

5 See also: Staff "Royal Ambassadors to Hold Campout." Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), April 23, 1964. Staff. "Royal Ambassadors Hold Annual Campout." 
Rappahannock Record (Kilmarnock, VA), May 14, 1964. 
6 This article was widely syndicated, indicating editors' identification of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe as an Indian Entity: Staff, "Turkey Pact," Enquirer And News (Battle Creek, 
MI), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The Bedford Daily Times-Mail (Bedford, IN), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Indian Carries Out Terms of Old Treaty," The Bridgeport 
Post (Bridgeport, CT), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Gazette Times (Corvallis, OR), November 25, 1964; Staff, ''Turkey Pact Intact," Courier-Post (Camden, NJ), 
November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," El Dorado Times (El Dorado, AR), November 25, 1964; Staff, "About People," El Paso Herald-Post (El Paso, TX), November 25, 1964; 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 
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Date Citation Information 

January 7 Staff. "DAR To Hear Indian 
Chief." Rappahannock 
Record (Kilmarnock, VA), 
January 7, 1965. 

January 21 Staff "Cobbs Hall Chapter 
Hears Indian Chief." 
Rappahannock Record 
(Kilmarnock, VA), January 
21, 1965). 

July 29 Staff "Chief Custalow to 
Speak Sunday." 
Rappahannock Record 
(Kilmarnock, VA), July 29, 
1965. 

August 12 Staff. "White Stone." 
Rappahannock Record 

Excerpt 

"At 2 o'clock in the afternoon Chief 0. T. Custelow 
of the Mattaponi Indian 

Reservation will speak on the subject, "American Indians." 
Those with interest will be welcome." 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
- of the Mattaponi Tribe was the guest speaker 

The Mattaponi Tribe, was allowed, as wards of the State, to 
live on approximately 40,000 acres." 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation, near West Point, 

has been invited to White Stone Baptist Church on August 3 at 
7:30 p. m. to speak to the members of the various organizations 
of the Woman's Missionary Society." 

"ChiefO T. Custalo 
- of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation was the guest 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

Staff, "Upholds Pact," Great Bend Tribune (Great Bend, KS), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The Herald Journal (Logan, UT), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds 
Pact," Kingsport Times (Kingsport, TN), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Lebanon Daily News (Lebanon, PA), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Quirks In The News," The 
Lancaster Eagle-Gazette (Lancaster, OH), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," New Castle News (New Castle, PA), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The News­
Herald (Franklin, PA), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Turkey for Governor," Evening Journal (Wilmington, DE), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The Odessa American 
(Odessa, TX), November 25, 1964; Staff, ''Turkey to You!," Orlando Evening Star (Orlando, FL), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Oroville Mercury-Register (Oroville, 
CA), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The Palladium-Item (Richmond, IN), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Chief Gives Turkey," Press-Telegram (Long Beach, CA), 
November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Evening Herald (Shenandoah, PA), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Indian Gives Turkey," The South Bend Tribune (South Bend, IN), 
November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Turkey Pact," The Burley Herald Bulletin (Burley, ID), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Pact Provision," Shreveport Journal (Shreveport, LA), 
November 25, 1964; Staff, ''Turkey to Governor," St. Joseph News-Press (St. Joseph, MO), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pacts," The Bradenton Herald (Bradenton, FL), 
November 25, 1964; Staff, "Quirks in the News," The Greenville Daily Advocate (Greenville, OH), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Tyrone Daily Herald (Tyrone, PA), 
November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The Tipton Daily Tribune (Tipton, IN), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Indians Don't Forget Pacts," Press Democrat (Santa Rosa, CA), 
November 25, 1964; Staff, "It's Traditional," The Evening Republican (Columbus, IN), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The Sheboygan Press (Sheboygan, WI), November 
25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The Bedford Daily Times-Mail (Bedford, IN), November 25, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Videffe-Messenger (Valparaiso, IN), November 25, 1964; 
Staff, "Upholds Pact," Clovis News Journal (Clovis, NM), November 26, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Bellingham Herald (Bellingham, WA), November 26, 1964; Staff, "Peace 
Offering," The Desert Sun (Palm Springs, CA), November 26, 1964; Staff, "Keeps Pact," The Tampa Tribune (Tampa, FL), November 26, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Alexandria 
Daily Town Talk (Alexandria, LA), November 26, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Agreement," The Ventura County Star-Free Press (Ventura, CA), November 26, 1964; Staff, "Living Up 
To Terms," Wisconsin State Journal (Madison, WI), November 26, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Green Bay Press-Gazette (Green Bay, WI), November 27, 1964; Staff, "Upholds 
Pact," The Brownsville Herald (Brownsville, TX), November 27, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Raleigh Register (Beckley, WV), November 27, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," The 
Coshocton Tribune (Coshocton, OH), November 29, 1964; Staff, "Upholds Pact," Redlands Daily Facts (Redlands, CA), November 30, 1964; Staff, "Quirks in the News," The 
Press-Tribune (Roseville, CA), December 2, 1964. 
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(Kilmarnock, VA), August 
12, 1965. 

August 15 Staff. "The Idler's Column." 
The Progress Index 
(Petersburg, VA), August 15, 
1965. 

November 18 Staff. "4th Annual Turkey 
Shoot." Newport News Daily 
Press (Newport News, VA), 
November 18, 1965. 

November 26 Staff. "Indian Chief Pays 
Tribe's Tribute to Va. 
Governor." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), November 26, 1965. 

1966 

January 27 Staff. "Chief Custalow and 
his wife Princess White 
Feather." Northern Neck 
News(Warsaw, VA), January 
27, 1966. 

November 24 Staff. "Indians Pay Tribute." 
The Albuquerque Tribune 
(Albuquerque, NM), 
November 24, 1966. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 

Excerpt 

speaker for the missionary organizations of the White Stone 
Baptist Church on Tuesday night. Chief Custalow brought an 
inspiring missionary message to a large audience." 

"[ ... ] Also at the landing were Chief Custalow 
of the Mattaponi Indians, his 

daughters, the Princesses Matoaka 
-] and Wa-Wa-ta-see 

, and a band ofindians, members of the Mattaponi 
tribe." 

"[ ... ] Meet. .. Chief Custalow 

The Chief of the Mattaponi Tribe. Chief Custalow-
will have free trinkets for 

the kiddies and true stories of famous Indians that he is 
descended from who make up a colorful part of American 
history. [ ... ]" 

"O. T. Custalow 
accompanied by two of his 13 children, and wearing the tribal 
costumes and headdress met with Gov. Albertis S. Harrison 
briefly and then cornered newsmen to report that things weren't 
going well on the reservation." 

"Chief Custalow his 
wife Princess White Feather and son Little Chief Blue Wing 

from the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation appeared at the meeting of the "Sunbeams" class at 
Warsaw Baptist Church last Friday." 

"The Mattaponi Indians forked over their annual Thanksgiving 
tribute yesterday to Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr. 

It amounted to seven rockfish and a sizable turkey. 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 
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November 24 Staff. "Names & Faces in the 
News." The Boston Globe 
(Boston, MA), November 24, 
1966. 

November 24 Staff. "Turkey, 10 Fish Meet 
Tax Bill." Journal Herald 
(Dayton, OH), November 24, 
1966. 

November 24 Staff. "Tribe Pays Tribute to 
Governor Godwin." The 
Selma Times-Journal (Selma, 
AL), November 24, 1966. 

November 25 Brumfield, Bob. "The 
Weather." The Cincinnati 
Enquirer (Cincinnati, OH), 
November 25, 1966. 

1967 

Excerpt 

Under agreement reached more than a century ago, Virginia 
Indians escape the outstretched hand of the state tax assessor 
by shooting a bit of game for the governor once a year. "7 

"[ ... ] 0 T. Castalow 
_, chief of the Mattaponis, paid his tribe's Virginia taxes­
a wild turkey and 10 fresh rockfish- distainfully [sic; 
disdainfully] addressing Virginia Gov. Miles E. Godwin as 
"Boy." 

"The chief of the Mattaponis strode up to the Capitol yesterday 
to pay his tribe's taxes- a wild turkey and 10 fresh rockfish, 
slung on a pole and lugged by his squaw. "8 

"The Mattaponi Indians forked over their annual Thanksgiving 
tribute Wednesday to Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr. 

It amounted to seven rockfish and a sizable turkey. 

Under agreement reached more than a century ago, Virginia 
Indians escape the outstretched hand of the state tax assessor 
by shooting a bit of game for the governor once a year." 

"The chief ofthe 
Mattaponis has paid his tribe's taxes to the state of Virginia- a 
wild turkey and 10 fresh rockfish. So has the chief of the 
Pamunkey tribe . He turned in a 180-pound buck deer. Both 
Indian tribes give such gifts to the governor in lieu of taxes. 
The arrangement was made years ago. " 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2) State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

7 See also: Staff, "Virginia Indians Bring Tribute," Des Moines Tribune (Des Moines, IA), November 24, 1966; Staff, "Virginia Indians Pay Tax 'Debt' To Governor," The Sacramento 
Bee (Sacramento, CA), November 24, 1966; Staff, "Good Bracket," Spokane Daily Chronicle (Spokane, WA), November 24, 1966; Staff, "Virginia Indians Fork Over Game To 
Escape Taxes," Tallahassee Democrat (Tallahassee, FL), November 24, 1966; Staff, "Tribe Forks Over Annual Tribute," The Minneapolis Star (Minneapolis, MN), November 24, 
1966; Staff, "Today's Ho Hum," Springfield Leader and Press (Springfield, MO), November 24, 1966. 
8 See also: Staff "Chief Remembers Thanksgiving Day." Sandusky Register (Sandusky, OH), November 24, 1966. Staff "Tribe Pays Tax -1 Turkey, 10 Fish." The Charlotte 
Observer (Charlotte, NC), November 24, 1966. Staff. "Tribe Tax: A Turkey, Ten Fish." The Miami Herald (Miami, FL), November 24, 1966. Brumfield, Bob. "The Weather." The 
Cincinnati Enquirer (Cincinnati, OH), November 25, 1966. 
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Date Citation Information 

March 30 Staff. "Scouts Arrive Wet­
But Safe After Trip on 
Mattoponi r sic l " Southside 
Sentinel (Urbanna, VA), 
March 30, 1967. 

February 16 Staff. "Fish Hatcheries Bill Is 
Passed." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), February 16, 1968. 

February 22 Staff. "Area Indians Visit 
Assembly." Southside 
Sentinel (Urbanna, VA), 
February 22, 1968. 

May 25 Staff. "11rs. Haworth Tells 
Colonial Dames oflndian 
Princess." Wilmington News 
Journal (Wilmington, OH), 
May 25 , 1968. 

May 29 Staff. "Tsungani Dancers 
Plan Ceremonial." Daily 
News Leader (Staunton, VA), 
May 29, 1968. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 

Excerpt 

"r ... l Monday, the group visited the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation near West Point and spoke with Chief 0. T. 
Custalow there." 

"The Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indians will be pleased to hear 
that the House of Delegates pushed ahead Thursday a bill 
appropriating $2,000, for the next two years to maintain fish 
hatcheries that help stock the Pamunkey and Mattaponi rivers." 

"Two area Indian chiefs visited the General Assembly last 
week on behalf of a special law which would affect two rivers 
near their reservations. 

At the request of Chief Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook of the 
Pamunkey Indian tribe, Chief 0 . T. Custalow 

of the Mattaponi tribe, and 
paleface Del. Robert R Gwathmey III , who represents King 
William County where both reservations are located, the House 
Committee on the Chesapeake and its Tributaries authorized an 
expenditure of$2,000 over the coming biennium to maintain 
fish hatcheries that help stock the Mattaponi and Pamunkey 
Rivers." 

"[ ... ] Today the remnants of Powhatan's people chiefly live on 
the reservations of the Mattaponi and Panumkey [sic; 
Pamunkey] tribes in Tidewater, Va." 

"[ ... ]A few of the American Indian tribes invited, in addition to 
the Chickahominy Tribe are: Pamunkey, Mattaponi, Shawnee, 
Rappahannock, Seneca, Montaignais [ sic; Montagnais ], 
Cherokee, Tuscarrora [sic; Tuscarora], Taos-Navaho and 
Mohegan. [ ... ]" 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 
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November 22 Staff. "Indians Pay The Tax." 
The Bonham Favorite 
(Bonham, TX), November 
22, 1968. 

November 22 Staff. "Of Many Matters." 
The Post & Times-Star 
(Cincinnati, OH), November 
22, 1968. 

November 22 Staff. "Indians Pay 'Turkey 
Tax' To Gov emor." The 
Greenville News (Greenville, 
SC), November 22, 1968. 

1969 

ND Rountree, Helen Clark. 
"Indian Land Loss in 
Virginia: A Prototype of U. 
S. Federal Indian Policy," 
PhD diss., University of 
Wisconsin, 1973. 

March 28 Staff. "Indian Chief and Son 
to Visit First Baptist Church 
March 30-- 940 AM" The 
Times (Munster, IN), March 
28, 1969. 

April 25 Staff. "Cub Scouts Spend 
Day with Indians at 
Mattaponi Reservation on 
Sun." The Farmville Herald. 

Excerpt 

"The chiefs of two Indian tribes met with Gov. Mills E. 
Godwin Jr., Thursday to pay their taxes- an 18-pound turkey, 
13 rockfish and a 140-pound deer. ''9 

"The Chiefs of two Indian tribes met with Gov. Mills E. 
Godwin Jr. in Richmond, Va., to pay their taxes- an 18-pound 
turkey, 13 rockfish and a 140-pound deer. The chiefs of the 
shrinking Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indian tribes live on state­
run reservations." 

"Taxes to Gov. Mills E. Goodwin Jr. Thursday- an 18-pound 
turkey, 13 rockfish and a 140-pound deer." 

[In her doctoral dissertation, published in 1973, the author 
describes doing fieldwork on the Mattaponi Reservation in 
1969.] 

"The writer's fieldwork in Virginia consists of six weeks spent 
in residence on the Pamunkey and Mattaponi Reservations in 
the summer of 1970, plus visits to the reservations and 
enclaves from the fall of 1969 onward." [p. 231] 

and Little Blue Wing 
will be visiting the 

departments of the Sunday School and will give to each person, 
age 2 through high school, large photographs of themselves." 

"Den 1 of Keysville Troup #508 Cub Scouts spent Sunday, 
April 20, visiting the Mattaponi Indian Reservation at West 
Point. Arriving in time to attend Sunday School and church in 
a teepee, the Scouts listened to Chief 0. T. Custalow-

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2) State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(4): Scholars 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

9 See also: Staff "Indians Bring in Their Tax." Courier-Post (Camden, NJ), November 22, 1968. Staff "Chiefs Pay Taxes; Old English Law." Dixon Evening Telegraph (Dixon, 
IL), November 22, 1968. McHale, E. (1968). "State Indians Pay Taxes with Turkey, Fish, Deer." Northern Virginia Sun (Fairfax, VA), November 22, 1968. 
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(Farmville, VA), April 25, 
1969. 

June 13 Staff. "Coronation Will 
Highlight Mathews Spring 
Festival." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), June 13, 1969. 

October 19 Staff. "Virginia News 
Briefs." The Register 
(Danville, VA), October 19, 
1969. 

October 20 Staff. "Mattaponi Indian 
Chief Dies at 71." The Daily 
News Leader (Staunton, VA), 
October 20, 1969. 

October 22 Staff. "Mourning Chiefs." 
Alexandria Daily Town Talk 
(Alexandria, LA), October 
22, 1969. 

October 23 Staff. "ChiefO.T. Custalow." 
Rappahannock Record 
(Kilmarnock, VA), October 
23, 1969. 

November 1 Staff. "Mattaponi Chief 
Named." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), November 1, 1969. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 

Excerpt 

who is an ordained 
minister as well as chief of his tribe, preach wearing his 
traditional headdress and native costume. [ .. .]" 

" [ ... ] Taking part will be [ .. ]members of the Mattaponi and 
Pamunkey Indian tribes." 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
of the Mattaponi Indians, one of the two remaining 

tribes of the Powhatan Confederacy, died Saturday of a heart 
attack at a Riehm ond hospital. He was 71." 

"A heart attack has claimed the life of Chief 0. T. Custalow 
of the Mattaponi 

Indians, who made the King William Indian Reservation a 
tourist attraction by establishing an Indian museum." 

"Chief W R. Richardson (left) of the Haliwa tribe in North 
Carolina and Chief Oliver Adkins of the Chickahominy tribe of 
Providence Forge, Va., pause outside church before attending 
funeral for Chief 0. T. Custalow 

• of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation. Chief 
Custalow, a Baptist minister, died Sunday of a heart attack in 
Richmond." 

"Chief 0. T. Custalow 
, 71, of the Mattaponi Indians, one of the two 

remaining tribes of the Powhatan Confederacy, died Saturday 
of a heart attack in a Richmond hospital." 

"The Mattaponi Indian tribe skirted, tradion r sicl Friday and 
named Curtis Custalow 
- its new chief.[ ... ] 

Webster Custalow 
, brother of the late chief, was named assistant chief. 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 
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November 9 Phillips, Gene. "New Chief 
Will Continue Tradition of 
Mattaponi Indians." Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA), November 9, 
1969. 

November 27 Staff "Thanks All 'Round." 
The Post & Times-Star 
(Cincinnati, OH), November 
27, 1969. 

November 27 Staff "Chief Pays Annual 
Tax." The Hanford Sentinel 
(Hanford, CA), November 
27, 1969. 

November 27 Henderson, Mike. 
"Thanksgiving." The 
Pensacola Journal 
(Pensacola, FL), November 
27, 1969. 

November 28 Staff "Mattaponi Indian 
Chief Pays Annual Tax Bill 
of Tribe." Newport News 

Excerpt 

The Mattaponi and Pamunkey tribes annually bring the 
governor of Virginia a gift of taxes in the form of game and 
crops 

"We have a heritage and a tradition that I want to maintain," 
says the newly elected chief of the Mattaponi Indians. [ ... ] 

Paying the annual tribute to the governor is a tradition dating 
back more than 300 years- to 1646." 

"As On Every Thanksgiving, Curtis Custelow Jr. 
chief of the Mattaponi 

Indians, showed up in Richmond, Va., to pay his tribe's annual 
tax of seven fish and a turkey and did a taxation dance despite 
his heart ailment Gov. Mills E. Godwin accepted the 
traditional tax. " 

"Curtis Custelow Jr. 
, chief of the Mattaponi Indians, showed up in his 

plastic fringed jacket Wednesday to pay his tribe's annual tax 
of seven fish and a turkey and did a taxation dance despite his 
heart condition. 

Gov. Mills E. Godwin accepted the traditional tax. "10 

"[ ... ] The Indians have changed since the first Thanksgiving, 
too. In Richmond, Va., Mattaponi Indian Chief Curtis 
Custelow Jr. 
showed up in a plastic-fringed jacket to pay his tribe's annual 
tax of seven fish and a turkey. Gov. Mills E. Godwin accepted 
the traditional tax." 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

10 See also: Staff "Indian Gives Fish, Dance in Tax Ritual. " The Idaho Statesman (Boise, ID), November 27, 1969. Staff "Indians Pay Edible Tax." The Times (Mrmster, IL), 
November 27, 1969 . 
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Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), November 28, 1969. 

December 22 Staff. "Wampum Ways." 
Aiken Standard (Aiken, SC), 
December 22, 1969. 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1960 to 1969 

Excerpt 

as Mattaponi Indian Chief Curtis Custelow Jr. 
paid his tribe's annual tax bill. 

Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr. smilingly accepted the seven striped 
bass and the freshly killed wild turkey and another Virginia 
tradition was kept alive." 

"Mattaponi Indian Chief Custelow 
has just paid his tribe's annual tax bill­

seven striped bass and a freshly killed wild turkey- to Gov. 
Godwin in Virginia, with a present of a freshly killed deer and 
other game. This is a substitute for the tax of 40 beaver pelts 
levied on the tribe in 1646." 

25 CFR 83.11 (a) 

(a)(2): State Governments 
(a)(S) Newspapers and Books 
( a)(7): Self-Identification 
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8. Criterion (a): 1970 to 1979 

In the 1970s, the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe was identified as an Indian entity by federal, state, and local 
authorities (83.11 (a)(l), (a)(2), (a)(3)) as well as scholars (83.11 (a)( 4)). The Tribe was also named by 
newspaper journalists (83.11 (a)(5)) and recognized by other Indian entities (83.11 (a)(6)). Additionally, 
Individual members self-identified as part of the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe for the purposes of informing 
journalists and making public presentations on behalf of the Tribe (83.11 ( a)(7) ). 

Criterion (a)(]): Identification as an Indian Entity by Federal Authorities 

The United States federal government identified the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe as an Indian entity (83 .11 
(a)( 1 )) with the provision of funding from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The 
:Mattaponi Indian Reservation received a HUD grant for community improvements (e.g., July 16, 1975; 
June 21, 1977). United States Navy personnel also visited the reservation to present the Tribe with a 
commemorative medallion honoring the relationship between the Tribe and the USS Mattaponi (February 
11, 1970). 

Criterion (a)(2): Relationships with State Governments 

The Commonwealth of Virginia continued to acknowledge the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe as an Indian entity 
in the 1970s (83.11 (a)(2)) by publicly receiving the Tribe's annual tribute to the Governor ( e.g., January 
28, 1970, November 24, 1972; November 27, 1975; November 22, 1979). The Attorney General rendered 
opinions validating the Tribe's status as an Indian entity (Opinions of the Attorney General and Report to 
the Governor of Virginia from July 1, 1976 to June 30, 1977, 1977). During this period, :Mattaponi Chief 
Curtis L. Custalow served on the Governor's Mnority Economic Development Advisory Committee (June 
6, 1972). In addition to the Tribe's relationship with Virginia state officials, Governor Jim Holshouser of 
North Carolina and W.R. Richardson, the executive director of the North Carolina Commission on Indian 
Affairs, appeared alongside Chief Curtis L. Custalow at a Haliwa pow-wow ( e.g., April 19, 1973; April 22, 
1973). 

Criterion (a)(3): Dealings with a County, Parish, or Other Local Government 

Local authorities also regularly recognized the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe as an Indian entity (83.11 (a)(3)). 
The King William County School Board applied for federal funding on behalf of the Mattaponi Reservation 
school (December 21, 1973). The mayor of Pembroke, North Carolina, was on the same program of 
speakers as :Mattaponi Chief Curtis L. Custalow at a Haliwa pow-wow (April 19, 1973). 

Criterion (a)(4): Identification byAnthropologists, Historians, and/or Other Scholars 

In this time period, scholars identified the :Mattaponi Indian Tribe as an Indian entity through collaboration 
on educational programming (83.11 (a)( 4)). :Mattaponi Chief Curtis Custalow was consulted by Charles 
Carter and William D. Lymangrover of Rappahannock Community College. Chief Custalow helped plan 
and present material for a new public course in Indian History and Archaeology ( e.g., February 2, 1978). 

Criterion (a)(5): Identification in Newspapers and Books 

The :Mattaponi Indian Tribe and reservation were named in print in newspaper throughout the decade, 
including in features of Tribal members and publicity for events (83.11 (a)(5)). For example, the Tribe's 
annual tribute to the Virginia governor was covered throughout the decade (e.g., January 28, 1970, 
November 24, 1972; November 27, 1975; November 22, 1979). Other articles featured the :Mattaponi 
Tribe's political advocacy (e.g., July 11, 1970; June 6, 1972), internal governance (e.g., November 17, 
1971), and public appearances ( e.g., September 20, 1970; April 14, 1972; October 10, 1972; June 27, 1979). 

:Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1970 to 1979 
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The Mattaponi Indian Reservation was named as a local landmark (e.g., December 6, 1970; January 31, 
1971) and tourism site (e.g., October 12, 1973; June 20, 1974; July 9, 1976). Development projects on the 
reservation also received coverage, including home rehabilitation (e.g., July 16, 1975; June 21, 1977). 

Criterion (a)(6): Relationships with Indian Tribes or Indian Organizations 

Other Indian tribes maintained relationships with the Mattaponi Indian Tribe based on its identification as 
an Indian entity throughout the 1970s (83.11 (a)(6)). The neighboring Pamunkey Indian Tribe took part in 
art exhibitions and local festivals with the Mattaponi (e.g., September 7, 1978; June 27, 1979, and 
Pamunkey Chief Cook named the Mattaponi as an Indian entity in interviews with journalists ( e.g., July 11, 
1970). The Mattaponi Indian Tribe was also invited to participate in festivals and pow-wows of other Indian 
tribes, including the Chickahominy and Haliwa communities (e.g., September 20, 1970; April 14, 1972; 
April 22, 1973); the Governor's Minority Economic Development Advisory Committee along with Chief 
Adkins from the Chickahominy Indian Tribe (June 6, 1972); and in the Institute of American Indian Arts 
(August 3, 1972). Mattaponi Chief Curtis L. Custalow was instrumental in organizing a 1972 conference 
oflndian entities east of the Mississippi River, attended by 154 participants from more than 30 other tribes 
including the Pamunkey, Wampanoag, Onondaga, and Coushatta (e.g., December 7, 1972). Finally, Chief 
Custalow served on the steering committee for the Native American Rights Fund, where his duties included 
planning conferences with intertribal partners (e.g., October 1972, April 1, 1977). 

Criterion (a)(7): Self-I denti(ication 

Members self-identified as part of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe, providing education, entertainment, and 
interviews as representatives of the Tribe (83.11 (a)(7)). Members of the Tribe spoke and performed at 
festivals and pow-wows (e.g., September 20, 1970; April 14, 1972; April 22, 1973) and represented the 
Mattaponi Tribe as participants in intertribal activist and political efforts (e.g., June 6, 1972; December 7, 
1972; January 1, 1973; December 21, 1973; April 1, 1977). Public appearances also included annual 
tributes, which involved Mattaponi leaders publicly offering gifts of wild game to the governor of Virginia 
in fulfillment of the Tribe's treaty obligations (e.g., January 28, 1970, November 24, 1972; November 27, 
1975; November 22, 1979). Tribal members provided educational programming about the Tribe for the 
Boy Scouts (e.g., March 20, 1974; July 31, 1975), schools (e.g., October 10, 1972; February 2, 1978), 
tourists visiting the Mattaponi Reservation (e.g., July 9, 1976), and general audiences (e.g. , September 7, 
1978; September 17, 1979). Mattaponi individuals also identified themselves as members of the Tribe to 
journalists while providing interviews on subjects relevant to Mattaponi history and interests ( e.g., February 
19, 1971; August 27, 1971; November 14, 1979). 
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TableA8-1. Evidence Fulfilling Criterion (a), 1970-1979. 

Date Citation Information 
1970 

January 28 

January 30 

February 11 

Staff "The J\Aattaponi 
Indians." The Herald Citizen 
Tri-County Shopper 
(Woodstock, IL), January 
28, 1970. 

Opinions of the Attorney 
General and Report to the 
Gove mor of Virginia from 
July 1, 1969 to June 30, 
1970. Richmond, Virginia: 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
Department of Purchases 
and Supplies, 1970. 

Staff. "Tribe, Crew Form 
Bond of Friendship." 
Newport News Daily Press 
(Newport News, VA), 
February 11 , 1970. 

Excer t 

"The J\Aattaponi Indians of Virginia recently paid their annual tax of 
seven fish, a turkey and a dance. Gov. Mills Godwin accepted the 
traditional tax. Curtis Custelow Jr. 
.... , Chief of the small tribe, carried the fish and turkey 
to the Governor's Mansion ... then did the taxation dance." 

"HONORABLE B. C. GARRETT, JR., Clerk 

Circuit Court of King William County 

This is in reply to your letter of January 16, 1970, requesting my 
opinion concerning the estate of the late Chief 0. T. Custalow. The 
relevant portion of your letter is as follows: 

"I am writing to ask your opinion if the estate of the late Chief O T. 
Custalow, of the Mattaponi Indian Reservation in this County is 
subject to State and County probate tax. I realized that nothing on 
the Reservation is subject to tax. His estate is valued at 
approximately $150,000.00, consisting primary [sic] of money in 
various banks and some real estate in this County outside of the 
Reservation."" 

"The J\Aattaponi Indians, one of Virginia's two remaining tribes, were 
presented a plaque from their naval namesake, the USS Mattaponi, 
in recent ceremonies on the Indian reservation here. 

The walnut plaque, with a ceramic medallion depicting the naval 
vessel, was presented to Chief Curtis Lee Custalo~ 

by Cmdr. Raymond Shinwell of 
Norfolk. It was presented on behalf of Capt. Charles E. Hathaway, 
commanding officer of the USS Mattaponi. 

[ ... ] The J\Aattaponi is one of the two remaining tribes of the 
Algonquin Nation ruled by Chief Powhatan when the English settled 
at Jamestown. The other is the Pamunkey tribe located on a 
reservation just a few miles from the Mattaponis. " 
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April 3 

Citation Information 
Staff. "Mattaponi Tribe To 
Get Painting." Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA), April 3, 1970. 

July 11 Staff. "Nixon's Indian Aid 
Proposal to Have Little 
Effect in Va." Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA), July 11, 1970. 

September 20 Staff. "Indian Leaders 
Expected for Chickahominy 
Festival." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), September 20, 1970. 
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Excer t 
"A painting of the late O T. Custalow 

chief1 of the Mattaponi Indians for a quarter of a 
century, will be presented to the tribe Sunday by a Roanoke Boy 
Scout Troop. 

The painting will be hung in the Baptist Church which the chief 
served as pastor on the reservation. [ ... ] 

Chief Custalow died in October, 1969 after serving 25 years as 
chief." 

"President Nixon's proposal for more Indian control of aid programs 
will likely have little effect on Virginia's two reservations. 

Chief T. D. Cook of the Pamunkey Indians explains the two 
reservations here are state reservations rather than federal. 

He points out that the Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indians enjoy no 
benefits of federal laws regarding the status of Indians. On the other 
hand, they are affected by state regulations, one of the most 
important being exemption from state taxes. 

[ ... ] He and Chief Curtis Lee Custalow 
, of the Mattaponi Indians, say their reservations 

have never, in their memories made any application for federal aid. " 

"r .. -l Other program participants include Parke Rouse Jr., executive 
director of the Jamestown Foundation; the Rev. Edward Eanes, 
former Army chaplain who now serves as pastor of New Kent 
County's St. Peter's Church; Leonard Adkins, assistant chief of the 
Chickahominy tribe; the Rev. H. N. Custalow 

chief of the Mattaponi tribe2; and Bryan 
Chenault, head of the Samaria Elementary School. 

[ ... ] Among Virginia tribes with representatives at the festival, in 
addition to the Chickahominy tribe, will be the Rappahannock, 
Mattaponi and Pamunkey tribes along with the Nansemond Indians." 

25 CFR 83.11 a 
(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7): Self-Identification-

(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(6): Indian Tribes / Organizations 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

1 Q.T. Custalow to stepped in as acting chief in 1944 at the recommendation of his father, Chief George F. Custalow, Sr., who was unable to fulfill all of his duties as tribal leader 
due to illness. After being voted in by the tribe, O.T. Custalow remained acting chief until his father' s death in 1949 at which time he was elected as chief 
2 The article misidentifies H. N. Custalow■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ as Chief Curtis Lee Custalow Sr. was the chief of the Mattaponi Tribe from 1969-1977. 
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December 6 Staff. "200 Forest Fires 

Char Virginia Sites." 
Bluefield Daily Telegraph 
(Bluefield, WV), December 
6, 1970. 

December 6 Staff. "Rash of Fires 
Reported in N. C And 
Virginia." The State 
(Columbia, SC), December 
6, 1970. 

December 8 Staff. "West Point Fire Loss 
Unassessed." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), December 8, 1970. 

1971 

January 31 

February 18 

Staff. "An Indian's View of 
Our 'Winning the West'." 
Newport News Daily Press 
(Newport News, VA), 
January 31, 1971. 

Furgurson, Ernest. B. "The 
Advantages of Backwater 
Living." The Baltimore Sun 
(Baltimore, Jv.lD), February 
18, 1971. 
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Excer t 
"[ ... ] The worst fire Friday, he said, raged in King William County 
near the Mattaponi Indian reservation.3 " 

"r ... l A fire near the Mattaponi Indian reservation in King William 
County reportedly swept over 550 acres, but was brought under 
control by early evening." 

"[ ... ] A T. Dill, public information director, said the fire burned 
about 130 acres of Chesapeake's property on the Fox and Gleason 
tracts, about 10 miles from West Point near the Mattaponi Indian 
reservation." 

"Several years ago I did a magazine feature story about the 
Pamunkey and Mattaponi Indians who reside on adjoining 
reservations in Virginia's King William County, outside of West 
Point. They are direct descendants of King Pow ha tan of Pocohontos 
[sic; Pocahontas] and John Smith fame ." 

"[ ... ] Not the far western kind, who live in hovels on the dusty plains 
and whose poverty and other problems are a national scandal. These 
are the remnants of the Mattaponi and Pam unkey tribes, still living 
on reservations set aside for them by the colonial legislature 313 
years ago, long before the white men forced their brothers across the 
mountains and into the least promising comers of the country. 

[ ... ] Chief Curtis T. Custalow 
lives in a neat recently built cinder-block house on the single 

circular street of the Mattaponi reservation . He has a big color TV in 
the living room, and he and his wife Gertrude 

are articulate about life on the 
reservation." 

3 See also: Staff, "4,000 Acres Blackened Forest Fires Rage in State," The Staunton News-Leader (Staunton, VA), December 6, 1970 . 

Mandatory Criteria for Federal Acknowledgment 
Criterion (a): 1970 to 1979 

25 CFR 83.11 a 
(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

(a)-13 1 



Date 
August 19 
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Citation Information 
Staff. "Indian Tribes Almost 
Have Dwindled Away, 
Traditions Diluted in 
Complex World." The 
Danville Register (Danville, 
VA), August 19, 1971. 
Wilbur, George W. 
"Virginia Indians Appear To 
Have Safely Navigated 
Around Social Upheavals." 
The Bee (Danville, VA), 
August 27, 1971. 

Staff. "]\![attaponi Chief Gets 
New Term." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), November 17, 1971. 

November 25 Staff. "Buck-Passing At 
State Capitol." Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA), November 25, 
1971. 
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"There are Mattaponi, Chickahominy and Pamunkey Indians on 
reservations in eastern Virginia, but their tribal traditions have been 
diluted in a complex and complicated modem world." 

"r ... l "Indian parents still leave time for their children," said Curtis 
Custalow chief of the 
Mattaponi reservation near here. "We believe that communication­
whether it be between parent and child or between nations - is the 
answer to most of today's problems." 

Denise the Cuatalows' [sic; 
Custalow's] pretty 19-year-old daughter, noted she had some 
difficulty in establishing rapport with other girls when she first went 
to school off the reservation. 

r .. -l Unlike some minority and disadvantaged groups, the Virginia 
Indians enjoy no special benefits from governmental programs on 
either the state of federal level. 

"Aside from our historically tax-free reservation lands," Custalow 
said, "We get no special treatment for being Indians as such. We are 
a proud people- proud to be surviving- and we prefer to make our 
own way without government handouts." " 

"Mattaponi- Curtis L. Custalow Sr. 
- has been r-elected [sic] to a two-year term as chief of the 
Mattaponi Indian reservation. 

Members of the council were also re-elected with the addition of 
George F. Custalow Jr. 

, 80, one of the oldest men of hhe [sic; the] tribe. 

The election was by secret ballot with a grain of corn used to 
designate "yes" and a bean for "no" following tribal custom." 

"In an annual ceremony on the steps of the State Capitol, the 
Mattaponi Indians presented a Thanksgiving gift Wednesday to Gov. 
Linwood Holton. This one was a 200-pound, nine-point buck. 
Holton holds an umbrella for Chief Curtis Castelow 
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November 25 Staff. "Bird Bagged, Gov. 
Gets Buck." Northern 
Virginia Sun (Fairfax, VA), 
November 25, 1971. 

November 25 Staff "Gov. Holton Bags 
Wild Turkey." Suffolk 
News-Herald (Suffolk, VA), 
November 25, 1971. 

November 25 Staff. "A World of People. " 
The Cincinnati Post 
(Cincinnati, OH), November 
25, 1971. 

November 25 Staff "Indians Present 
Virginia's Governor 
Thanksgiving Game." The 
Ref;ister (Danville, VA), 
November 25, 1971. 
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Earlier Wednesday, Holton bagged a 
14-pound wild turkey while hunting in King William County." 

25 CFR 83.11 a 

"Gov. Linwood Holton had a few hours to kill Wednesday before he (a)(2): State Governments 
accepted the annual Thanksgiving tribute from the Mattaponi Indians (a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
-so he went and bagged a wild turkey. (a)(7): Self-Identification 

[ ... ] So there was no duplication at noon when Chief "War Horse" 
Custelow and his 
family presented him a nine-point buck. "4 

"Later, the governor met with a group ofMattaponi Indians on the 
sleet-covered South Portico and accepted their annual tribute of wild 
game and fish. Holton accepted a nine-point buck from Chief "War 
Horse" Custelow his 
wife, "Minnehaha 
and three male relatives: 

"One Arrow" and Swift Eagle." 

"One Arrow" shot the buck, but he use [sic] a gun, confessed Chief 
Custelow [sic; Custalow]." 

"Gov. Linwood Holton of Virginia went hunting yesterday and 
bagged a 14-pound wild turkey. A few hours later Chief "War 
Horse" Custelow 
presented him wit ha [ sic; with a] nine-point buck, in line with a 
century-old custom of the Mattaponi Indians to pay their annual tax 
bill with fish and game. The governor told the chief he was glad he 
had skipped the customary turkey this year." 

"Virginia's Gov. Linwood Holton ... walked into the sheltered 
dampness ... there to find on hand to greet him .. . children by the 
double dozens ... brought to witness by their teachers ... what goes on 
here near Thanksgiving. 

There was War Horse, mighty chieftain 
... of the Mattaponi Indians ... There was 
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4 See also: Staff "'One Arrow' Got Buck, But Governor Got Turkey." Playground Daily News (Fort Walton Beach, FL), November 25, 1971 . 
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Date Citation Information 

April 14 Staff. "Hali war [sic] Indian 
Tribes Meet Today." 
Durham Morning Herald 
(Durham, NC), April 14, 
1972. 

April 17 Hopchas, Rocky. "Beat of 
Tom -Toms, Song Chants, 
And Dancing Highlight 
Annual Pow-Wow." The 
Evening Telegram (Rocky 
Mount, NC), April 17, 1972. 

May 28 Staff. "3 Area High Schools 
Set Graduations." Newport 
News Daily Dispatch 
(Newport News, VA), May 
28, 1972. 

5 All unbracketed ellipses in original. 
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kinsman ... 5" 

his 

"Various guests from neighboring areas are expected to be on hand 
including Chief Oliver Adkins of the Chickahominy Tribe near 
Providence Forge, Va.; Chief Curtis Custalow 

of Mattaponi Indian Reservation, West Point, 
Va.; and Mayor Earlie Maynor of Pembroke." 

"Chief Richardson, whose Indian name means "Talking Eagle," 
introduced speakers from several other tribes, including Chief Oliver 
Adkins of the Chickahominy Tribe and Chief Curtis Custalow 

of the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation, both in Virginia. [ ... ]" 

"Dr. L. W. Custalow 
will be the speaker at exercises at 3 p.m. June 11 at King William 
High School. 

A native of King William County, Dr. Custalow is a member of the 
staff of Riverside Hospital, Newport News 

[ ... ] Dennis Keith Custalow is valedictorian and Rosemary 
Allmond ■■■■■■I is salutatorian. 

The valedictorian is the son of Mrs. C. T. Custalow 
and the late Chief Custalow 

of the Mattaponi Indian reservation. While a 
student at King William he has been active in athletics, particularly 
track. He plans to attend Randolph Macon College . 

Miss Allmond is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd L. Allmond 
of King William. 

She plans to follow a pre-medical course at Emory and Henry 
College. At King William she is a varsity cheerleader." 
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"A Williamsburg minister, a Hampton Institute staff member and 
two Indian chiefs have been appointed to the Governor's Minority 
Economic Development Advisory Committee. 

The Rev. James B. Tabb Jr., pastor of Mount Ararat Baptist Church; 
Walter Walker, a purchasing agent for Hampton Institute; 0 . Oliver 
Adkins, an interpreter at the Indian village at James-town, and C. L. 
Custalow Sr. chief of the 
Mattaponi Indians, will become a part of the 18-member committee 
which will study problems facing minority groups in the state. They 
will serve for two years 

[ ... ] Custalow of King William became chief of the Mattaponi 
Indians in 1969 on the death of his cousin, 0 T. Custalow-

who had been chief for 25 
years. 

[ ... ] [Fellow appointee] Adkins, whose Indian name is Lone Eagle, 
has served as chief of the Powhatan Confederation of Virginia 
Maryland and Delaware for the past two years. Since 1940, he has 
been chief of the Chickahominy tribe." 

"Thirty-three Indian pioneers is American medicine held their first 
annual meeting July 12 and 13 at the Institute of American Indian 
Arts, Seventeen Indian physicians from all over the country and 16 
Indian medical students from schools from coast to coast attended. 
There were 35 guests. 

[ ... ] Other new officers are Dr. Frank Clarke, Huslapi [sic; 
Hualapai] Tribe, private practice Woodside, Calif., president-elect; 
Dr. Joseph Ball, Klamath Tribe, group practice, Portland, Ore., 
secretary; and Dr. Linwood Custalow 

Mattaponi Tribe, private practice, Newport News, 
Va., treasurer (second year of a two year term)"6 

"The Sunday, August 27 service has been CANCELLED in order 
that all may attend the homecoming service at Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation Baptist Church. The Coburns and the Calvary Quartet 

6 See also: Staff, "Indian Doctors Hold First Meeting." The Navajo Times (Window Rock, AZ), August 10, 1972. 
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October Staff. "Eastern Indian 
Conference." Native 
American Ri;;hts Fund 1, no. 
5 (October 1972): 9 [PDF 
10]. 

October 10 Staff. "History Students 
Visit Reservation." Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA), October 10, 
1972. 

November 23 Staff. "Indians Give Gift to 
Holton." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), November 23, 1972. 
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Excer t 
will be singing there. All people who attend Rock Church have been 
invited to this service." 

"The planning committee for the rEastern Indianl conference 
includes John Stevens, Chainnan, who is a Passamaquoddy and 
Commissioner oflndian Affairs for the State of Maine; Chief Curtis 
Custalow a Mattaponi 
and chairman of his tribe in Virginia, and Tall Oak, a Narragansett 
Indian from Rhode Island and vice-president of the Federation of 
Eastern Indians League ... "7 

"A class of York Academy history students recently visited the 
Mattaponi Indian Reservation in conclusion of a study of early 
American history. 

Classes in Indian dance were conducted for the students by Princess 
White Feather daughter, and 
Minnie-Ha-Ha 
wife, of Chief Curtis Custalow 
I I They also gave explanations oflndian medicine and foods. 

Following an orientation to the reservation, the students visited 
burial grounds, the local church and the Mattaponi River. 

Highlights of the visit included seeing Mattaponi Indian crafts and a 
tour through the Indian museum." 

"The Mattaponi Indians presented Gov. Linwood Holton with six 
striped bass and a 22-pound turkey Wednesday, marking the 294th 
such tribute paid a Virginia governor since a 1677 treaty exempting 
the Mattaponi and Pamunkey tribes from state taxes. 

Chief Custalow was 
joined at the State Capitol ceremony by his wife, Minnie Ha-Ha 
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(a)(6): Indian Tribes/ Organizations 
( a)(7) Self-Identification 

(a)(5): Newspapers and Books 
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(a)(5) Newspapers and Books 
(a)(7): Self-Identification 

7 For additional references to Mattaponi service with the Native American Rights Fund during the 1970s, see: Staff, Native American Rights Fund 2, no. 3 (October 1973): 42,44,47 
[PDF 43,45,48]; Staff, "Other Members," Native American Rights Fund 2, no. 2 (March 1973): 13 [PDF 14]; Staff, "Steering Committee of the Native American Rights Fund," 
Native American Rights Fund 2, no. 1 (January 1973): 9 [PDF 10]; Staff, "NARF Steering Committee," Native American Rights Fund 3, no. 2 (April-June 1975): 48 [PDF 49]; Staff, 
"NARF Steering Committee," Native American Rights Fund 3 no. 1 (January - March 1975): 48 [PDF 49]; Staff, "NARF seeks contributions with mounting work load," The Native 
Nevadan (Carson City, NV), April 1, 1977; Staff, "Steering Committee," Native American Rights Fund 4, no. 1,2 (August 1977): 2 [PDF 3]; Staff, "Steering Committee," Native 
American Rights Fund 4, no. 3,4 (December 1977): 2 [PDF 3]. 
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November 24 Staff. "Paying Taxes." 
Johnson City Press­
Chronicle (Johnson City, 
TN), November 24, 1972. 

November 24 Staff. "Tax-exempt Virginia 
Indians Make Their Annual 
Tribute." Kingsport News 
(Kingsport, TN), November 
24, 1972. 

December 7 Staff. "Eastern Indians 
Ready for First Parley 
Today. " The Hartford 
Courant (Hartford, CT), 
December 7, 1972. 
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two grandchildren 
a tribal elder. 

r ... l Chief Custalow said the Mattaponi tribe varies the type of wild 
game they present to the governor each year. Last year, the tribe 
presented Gov. Holton with a 200-pound point buck. 

Minnie Ha-Ha Custalow presented the governor with a small 
beadwork headband with the words "Gov. L. Holton" inscribed on it. 
Holton said he would take the headband home and "share it with my 
young ones."" 

"Virginia Gov. Linwood Holton admires a game tribute from a 
group ofMattaponi Indians at the capitol in Richmond. The tribe 
brings the tribute to the governor each year as payment in lieu of 
taxes. (UPI Telephoto)" 

"The Mattaponi Indians trek to the state Capitol Wednesday, to 
present their tribute to Virginia's Governor. 

Gov. Linwood Holton was presented with six striped bass and a 22-
pound turkey, the 204th such tribute paid a Virginia chief executive 
since a 1677 treaty exempting the Mattaponi and Pamunkey tribes 
from state taxes. 

[ ... ] ChiefCutalow 
of the Mattaponi tribe was joined at the state capitol ceremony by his 
wife, Minihaha two 
grandchildren and Blue Win a 
tribal elder. The chief said the tribe varies the type of wild game it 
presents to the Governor each year." 

"When representatives of 60 American Indian tribes meet in 
Washington today to begin three days of talks, it will mark the first 
time in history that Indians east of the Mississippi River have 
successfully gotten together for such a conference, according to 
Curtis L. Custalow chief 
of the Mattaponi tribe here. 

Custalow, one of three men to spearhead a drive to set up the 
conference, explained the meeting is an effort to get all Atlantic 
Coast Indians acquainted with each other, to learn about each other's 
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December 7 Staff "Washington." Star­
Gazette (Elmira, NY), 
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1973 

ND Rountree, Helen Clark. 
"Indian Land Loss in 
Virginia: A Prototype ofU. 
S. Federal Indian Policy " 
PhD diss., University of 
Wisconsin, 1973. 
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problems and ways of living, and to establish a line of future 
communications. 

[ ... ] John Stevens, former governor of the Passamaquobby [sic; 
Passamaquoddy] Reservation and now commissioner ofindian 
affairs for the state of Maine, and Tall Oak, of the Narragansett 
Reservation, R. I., are the other two members of the steering 
committee. "8 

"Indian Meeting- When representatives of 60 American Indian tribes 
meet in Washington Thursday to begin three days of talks, it will 
mark the first time in history that Indians east of the Mississippi 
River have successfully gotten together for such a conference, 
according to Curtis L. Custalow 

, chief of the Mattaponi tribe here. Custalow, one of three 
men to spearhead a drive to set up the conference, explained the 
meeting is an effort to get all Atlantic Coast Indians acquainted with 
each other, to learn about each other's problems and ways of living, 
and to establish a line of future communications." 

"Indian Lands in Virginia Today 

The land still in tribal ownership is divided between two state 
reservations in King William County, the Pamunkey and the 
Mattaponi. The writer has done fieldwork on both of these 
reservations. [p. 1] [ ... ] 

r ... l in 1970 Mattaponi had 41 persons in 14 households and 
Pamunkey had 44 persons in 21 households (Rountree 1970). The 
Mattaponi are like the Pamunkey in many ways, since both are 
conditioned by living in a reservation situation in a state which 
acknowledges only two races, "White" and "Colored. " [p. 4] [ . .. ] 

Fieldwork 

The writer's fieldwork in Virginia consists of six weeks spent in 
residence on the Pamunkey and Mattaponi Reservations in the 

8 See also: Staff (1972). Eastern Indians Meet First Time Thursday. The Lewiston Daily Sun. Lewiston, Maine. 
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W assaja (San Francisco, 
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Excer t 
summer of 1970, plus visits to the reservations and enclaves from the 
fall of 1969 onward." [p. 231] 

"The more specific purposes of this conference were to assist 
federally unrecognized and unlanded Eastern Indians to gain 
recognition, and to attempt to gain a land base from federal surplus 
lands. 

A total of 154 delegates and observers attended the conference. Of 
these, 93 were official, delegated participants; there were eleven 
representatives of other Eastern Indian organizations, 26 observers, 
and 24 resource people. 

[ ... ] Among the tribes represented by official participants were 
these: Creek, Mohegan, Pequot, Nanticoke, Appalachiacola [sic; 
Apalachiacola], Miccosukee, Seminole, Miami, Cherokee, 
Narragansett, Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Mohawk, Chickahominy, 
Ottawa, Chippewa, Choctaw, Shinnecock, Lumbee, Menominee, 
Rappahanock [ sic; Rappahannock], Passamaquody [ sic; 
Passamaquoddy], Penobscot, Wampanoag, Potawatamie [sic; 
Potawatomi], Chitimacha, Coushatta, Houma, Waccama [sic; 
Waccamaw], Melungeon, Tunica, Aroostook, Odawa, Poospatuck, 
Sioux, Haliwa, Mattaponi, Pamunky [sic; Pamunkey]." 

"On the state's two reservations, east of Richmond on the banks of 
rivers named for the respective tribes, Pamunkey and Mattaponi 
Indians Thursday worked in their potter sheds, mended fishing nets, 
overhauled outboard motors and prepared their fields for the spring 
planting. The Indians appeared to be far too preoccupied with their 
tasks for politics. 

The tribes, among the last descendants of the once-powerful 
Powhatan Confederacy, have seen their numbers dwindle from the 
thousands to fewer than 100 on the reservations. Pamunkey tribe 
members said only 42 now live with the tribe and 55 Mattaponi live 
on tribal land nine miles away. 

[ .. ] On the Mattaponi reservation, Jacob 
and Nonnan Custalo 

sons of the late Chief 0 . T. 
were working on two new 
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April 11 Staff "Haliwa Tribe Plans 
Pow Wow on April 20." The 
Robesonian (Lumberton, 
NC) April 11, 1973. 

April 19 Staff "Gov. Holshouser To 
Attend Haliwa Indian Pow­
Wow Program Saturday." 
Rocky Mount Telegram 
(Rocky Mount, NC). 

April 22 Parrish, Frank. "Tar Heel 
Governor Is Guest At 
Annual Haliwa Gathering." 
The Rocky Mount Sunday 
Telegram (Rocky Mount, 
NC), April 22, 1973. 

April 22 Wang, Gene. "Haliwa 
Indian Powwow Draws 
Many Top Chiefs." Durham 
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outboard motors to be used during the annual shad run, later this 
month [ .. .]"9 

"A Haliwa tride [ sic; tribe] Indian pow-wow will start Friday 
evening, April 20, at 6 p.m. at the original site of the Haliwa school 
near here. 

The main event will be on Saturday, beginning at 11 a.m. Guest 
speaker will be Chief Curtis Custalo 

(Mattaponi) from the Indian reservation at West 
Point, Va." 

"Saturday's Pow-Wow program, in addition to the appearance of 
Gov. Holshouser, will feature a number oflndian dignitaries. Chief 
Curtis L. Custalow of the 
Mattaponi Indian tribe in Virginia will be the principal speaker. Also 
on the program will be W. J Strickland. chairman of the Steering 
Committee of the Eastern Coalition of Native Americans, and Earlie 
Maynor, Mayor of Pembroke who is ex-ecutive director of the N.C. 
Commission on Indian Affairs." 

"For W.R. Richardson (Talking Eagle), chief of the Haliwa Indians 
and chairman of the N. C Commission on Indian Affairs, the 
appearance of Gov. Jim Holshouser at the Pow-Wow put the 
capstone on the event Holshouser arrived by helicopter and flanked 
by Indian chiefs, SBI agents and other law enforcement personnel, 
made his way to the grandstand. 

[ ... ] Chief Curtis Custalow 
of the Mattaponi tribe, principal speaker at the Pow-Wow, 

emphasized ecology. 

"The Great Spirit desired in placing men on the earth for them to 
take care of the ground and do no harm to each other," Chief 
Custalow said." 

"[ ... ] Other tribes included the Seneca Iroquois of upstate New 
York, Creek from Alabama, Narragansett from Rhode Island and 
Mattaponi and Chickahominy from Virginia ." 
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Morning Herald (Durham, 
NC), April 22, 1973. 

October 7 Staff. ":tvlrs. Godwin Proud 
of Glass, Husband's Role in 
Education." Suffolk News­
Herald (Suffolk, VA), 
October 7, 1973. 

October 12 Staff. "DAR Chapter To 
Meet." Newport News Daily 
Press (Newport News, VA), 
October 12, 1973. 

October 16 Staff. "Members Of DAR 
Visit Reservation." Newport 
News Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA), October 16, 
1973. 

November 22 Staff. "Indians Give 
Traditional Gifts to Holton." 
The Danville Register 
(Danville, VA), November 
22, 1973. 

November 22 Staff. "Nobody's perfect." 
The San Francisco 
Examiner (San Francisco, 
CA), November 22, 1973. 
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"When the Mattaponi Indians brought their traditional Thanksgiving 
tribute of game to the governor- deer and turkey- Chief Custalow 

invited Becky to join 
them in an Indian dance. She did so with such obvious pleasure 
everyone was delighted." 

"The Augustine Warner Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, will meet at 2 p.m. Saturday at the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation." 

"Members of the Augustine Warner Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution were guests Saturday at the Mattaponi Indian 
Reservation in King William County. 

Chief Curtis L. Custalow Sr. 
led chapter members in Indian dances and discussed the 

history of the 125-acre reservation. 

Custalow said it has a population of 60 persons and said more young 
people are returning to the reservation since improved transportation 
methods allow them to work outside the area. " 

"Gov. Linwood Holton has a few traditional extras to be thankful for 
that other governors of other state may envy- gifts of wild game 
from Virginia's Indians. 

Chief Curtis L. Custalow 
of the Mattaponi Indians presented a wild turkey and six large 
rockfish to the governor Wednesday in a ceremony at the State 
Capitol." 

"Human imperfection raised its ragged head yesterday as the 
Mattaponi Indians tried to observe a custom begun in 1677. 

The Indians presented Virginia Gov. Linwood Holton his 
Thanksgiving breakfast and dinner - a turkey and six rockfish - but 
the traditional deer was missing. 
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November 23 Staff. "About People." 
Paterson News (Paterson, 
NJ), November 23, 1973. 

November 27 Jackman, Frank "Capitol 
Stuff" The Odessa 
(American Odessa, 

December 21 

1974 

TX), November 27, 1973. 

Friend, Susan. "Education 
Funds to Be Sought for 
Indians. " Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), December 21 , 1973. 

February 14 Staff. "Cub Scout Banquet 
Feb. 22." Newport News 
Daily Press (Newport News, 
VA), February 14, 1974. 
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Chief Curtis Custalow 
said the :Mattaponi hunted a deer but had to shoot it five times and 
felt it was too damaged for the annual tribute." 

"Following a traditional nearly 300 years old, the Mattaponi Indians 
Wednesday presented Gov. Linwood Holton with his Thanksgiving 
Day breakfast and dinner - a turkey and six rockfish. 

But the Indians weren't able, as they had hoped, to include a deer in 
their annual tribute to Virginia's governor, a custom started in 1677. 

Chief Curtis Custalow 
said the :Mattaponi hunted a deer for the governor, but had to shoot it 
five times and felt the meat and pelt were too damaged for a gift" 

"[ ... ] There ain't no such thing as a free lunch; or watch your 
bridgework, Governor, it looks like they shot the squash. In line with 
a tradition dating back to 1677, a group ofMattaponi Indians 
presented Virginia Gov A Linwood Holton with his Thanksgiving 
Day breakfast and dinner the other day, a turkey and six rockfish. 

But the Mattaponi, headed by Chief Curtis Custalow 
weren't able to include a haunch of 

venison in their annual tribute as they had hoped. Custalow, weren't 
able to include a haunch of venison in their annual tribute as they 
had hoped. Custalow said that the and the [ sic; extra and the] other 
braves had bagged a deer, but they had to shoot it five times and felt 
the meat and pelt were too damaged for a gift" 

"The King William County School Board has agreed to make 
application for federal funds available under the Indian Education 
Act to finance a program for country children of the Mattaponi and 
Pamunkey tribes." 

"[ ... ] Chief Custalow of 
the Mattaponi Reservation and his brother are among the invited 
guest 

The chief and his family still live in Indian tradition on the 
reservation near West Point The reservation was confirmed in 1658 
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