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Sacred Arrow Society, Inc. 
POBox531 

Paso Robles, CA 93447 
805-453-3675 

March 3, 2025 

Department ofthe Interior 
Office ofthe Assistant Seaetmy- lndi.an Affairs 
Attention: Office ofFede:ral Acknowledgment 
Mail Stop 4071 MIB 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, OC 20240 

Subject: Concerns Regarding the Federal Recognition Petition #406 ofthe Salinan Tnl,e of 
Monterey & San Luis Obispo Counties., CA 

Dear Office ofFedeml Acknowledgment. 

My name is Penny Pierce Hurt, I write to you as the President ofthe Sacred Arrow Society 
Chmch, Inc a Rgistered 501 (c) (3) non-profit, a recogniud Elder and Cultural Preservation 
Administrator for 1he Xolon Salinan Tri.be (Village). My purpose in reaching out is to address 
concerns regarding the use ofmy father's legacy and histmicaJ nx:ords in this petition forfederal 
recognition submitted by the Salinan Tribe ofMonterey and San Luis Obispo Counties (hereafter 
referred to as the "SLO group). 

My father, Ricbmd "Dick" PiCKe, dedicated bis life to preserving the history and sovereignty of 
our people. Upon bis passing, I inherited the responsibility ofsafeguarding Iris extensive 
research and advocacy efforts on behalfofall Salinan People. Ithas come to my attention that 
the SLO group bas referenced a lettermy father wrote prior to his death in 2017, #77 oftheir 
petition lnoliography, without consultation oracknowledgment ofhis lineage and rightful 
custodianship of that knowledge. Please see attached email dated, November 26, 2022, in which 
I specifically stated not to use my father's name or his wotks. I am currently consulting with 
legal counsel to address issues conceming data sovereignty and the misappropriation ofmy 
father's name and contn.DUl:io.ns_ 

https://contn.DUl:io.ns
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Penonal and Coltunl Connection 

As an adopted child, I was separated from my father at birth. However, he ~ly searched for 
me, and wereunited in 1986. From that moment until his pas.,ing in 2017,he instilled in methe 
oral traditions and historical narratives ofToro Creek. I have been extensively interviewed by 
our tribal scholar,. Ms. Karen Fontanetta, who bas verified the accumcy and depth ofmy oral 
history. Given this, I challenge the SLO group to present1heiroial1raditionswith equal 
historical rigor and authenticity. 

Concerns Regarding the SLO Petition 

The SLO group's petition lacks primary souroe documentation and misrepresentshistorical 
narratives. Below are specific concerns: 

1. Misinterpretation ofTribal Fonution 

o The petition (Page4) states that by the e:odofthe20thcentury, the Toro Creek 
Jnctians merged with others to form the Salman Tribe ofMonteley and San Luis 
Obispo Counties. This narrative omits crucial historical context and fails to 
acknowledge the broader SalinanNation and its multiple tribal communities. 

2. Exclusion ofKey S.tinaa Figura and Entities 

o The petition disregards the voices ofmany Salinan leaders and organiutions,. 
including: Bluejay Garcia, Joseph Ballesteros, Jennie Mo~Donna Haro, 
and others. It also fails to rec;ogni7.e the Tro 'trawal (The Village) and the Xolon 
SaJinan Tnl>e (Village). 

3. ludm'ate Cmtion ofSdloluly Work 

o Page 14 references the work ofRandall Milliken and John Johnson using a 
citation (Reel 88, Frame 531) that does not align with the actual content ofthe 
Hanington not.es. Similar discrepancies exist in their references to Jose Baylon 
(Reel 88, Frame 549) and Pacifico, a San Miguel Indian (Reel 87,. Frme 995). 

4. Misuse ofGeognpbic and Linguistic References 

o The petition uses 1he Spanish name "Tecolote" to refer to Toro C~despite 
over 30 years ofdocumented evidence identifying three distinct pre-contact 
Sa1iDan names for the area. Which in my opinion should be sited. Tecolote is the 
Spanish name for Owl and is not a Salinan name. The legacy ofmy father and 
g,andfather, Adrian Dutch Pierce, does not recognize "Tecolote" as the proper 
name for the region. 

5. Omissioa ofKey Gean.logical Data 

o The genealogy presented does not reflect the entirety ofthe Salinan communiey. 
In several~only married names are used without reference to tnl>al 
~~ to an incomplete and misleading1ep1weotationofancestral 
lineage. 
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A Call for Responsible Stewardship 

For decades,. 1be Xolon Salinan and Tro 'lrawal Salinan have attempted reconciliation with 1he 
SWgroup, but these effons have not yielded meaningful collabmation. It isnot my intent to 
harm the SLO community or its members. Instead, I seek to protect the iutegrit;y ofour shared 
history and ensure that any federal acknowledgement effortaccurately reflects our collective 
Salinan history and heritage. 

The Salinan Nationis not defined by fragmented entities but by the strength ofour collective 
communities. Historically~ our people lived in villages and districts; coming together to address 
matters ofimportance. It is my sincere hope that all Salinan groups canwOlk in unison, not in 
isolation, to honor and preserve our cultural heritage. 

I appreciate your time and consideration ofthese concerns. I welcome further discussion to 
ensure that the federal MCOgnition ~ upholds the highest standmds of.historiall and 
cultmal accuracy. 

Peany erce Hurt 
Presid~ Sacred .Atrow Society Church, Inc. 
Elder & Cultural Preservation Administrator 
Council Member, Xolon Salinan Tnl>e 



Penny Pierce HurtM Gmail 

Tenneco lawsuit 
7messages 

SUn, Nov 'Zl, 2022 at 2:04 AM 

Michael, 

I wil be sending a letter to you and your council s1ating that you ·are not" to use any of the documents with my father's 
name on 1hem. Sacred AmM was formed in 1979. ev«y batlle he participaled in was lhrough and financed bySacred 
AmNt. Before your muncil existed the continuity of al his culural balUe5 was passed to 1he Xolon Salin.at People by my 
father. ff you persist in using our documents. rwil contest 1hR>lql the BIAyotW use of any Sacred Am:Nt Documents. In 
Iha eal1y 1990's the authority to use these documenls was passed lo myPeople1he >Colon Salinan. 
The Oliy reason my father was on your rolls was notfor the reason you alt may believe. That is between me and my 
father. He supported eYefYlhing I have ever done In ln<lan Country.And togelher with my family and the Xoton Sainan 
and lhe rmwfraahl Salinan we carry on with my Falhef's work. I will present copies of1heseCOf111J'UJications lo the BIA. 
My father beieved in the Wegrity ofo..-family slDfy. I have been passed this lracltiolL You have taken from books my 
family photos and I respedflAy ask you to mmove cuprivate photos ofGrandpa. Dutch Pierce and Granmna Antonia, 
from your website. Iwil be c:ontacting the SIJPOPliate agencies 1hatown the rights cl these photos. You stated they were 
from the Pierce Famiy archives. They were from a book I contributed to. 
Everyttmg about your endeavor has been taking infonnalion from Olhers and using itas your own, and it's not. 
Ifyou have integrity, as a people, return al the documents 1hat belong to ourPeople that were stolen. The 740+ 
emllment files belong to lhe Xolon Salinan.. At very least lhey should have stayed with the oon-profil 
Monies were borrowed from my falher and never pa.id back. do you feel that wil happen? 
I wil fight for what is right. my father and Grandpa and Uncle lescid, so wi1 I. make no mistake. 
Penny Pierce Hurt. Elder 
Xolon Salinan Tribe 




