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Dear Tribal Leader: 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is soliciting submission of proposals for 2026 Water Rights Litigation/Negotiation and Water Management, Planning, and Pre-Development funding.  Details for the two programs are as follows: 
1. Water Resources Management, Planning, and Pre-development:  The BIA manages this program for the purpose of managing, conserving, and utilizing reservation water resources.  The primary priority of these program funds is to provide the necessary technical research, studies, and other information for Indian tribes to serve as informed and prudent managers of adjudicated, decreed or water otherwise appurtenant to tribal and/or Indian trust lands including public domain allotments.  This may occur through partnerships, coordination, and cooperation with other governmental entities by obtaining information describing the quantity and quality of water through surface and groundwater assessments, inventories, monitoring, modeling, and gauging. Additionally, the funds are used for the preparation of comprehensive reservation water management and development plans, use surveys, interagency drought management planning, and necessary assessments to define and characterize tribal water resources.
2.	Water Rights Negotiation/Litigation:  The BIA manages this program for the purpose of confirming and defining Indian water rights and settling claims through negotiations if possible, or alternatively, through litigation and court decree.  The primary priority of program funds is to provide all documentation and other materials deemed necessary to further the United States’ water rights claims on behalf of an Indian tribe or an individual.  This may include preparing hydrographic survey reports, including the determination of surface and groundwater supplies; identification of arable lands, including a practicably irrigable acreage (PIA) assessment; determining the exact owner and priority of the water right, source of water, whether surface or underground, points and means of diversion, purposes and places of use, and amount of water diverted or depleted, ;conducting studies to determine the water needs of fish, wildlife, or other resources for which tribes have reserved rights; and determining the engineering and economic requirements for water delivery.  Funds may also be used to provide similar documentation and materials as necessary to facilitate State and Federal Indian water rights adjudications and other active Indian water rights negotiations undertaken by the Secretary of the Interior.

The instructions for preparing a proposal are contained in the attached Notice of Revised Instructions for Preparing and Prioritizing Water Program Funding Requests, Federal Register, Vol. 70, No. 201, October 19, 2005. Please use the attached funding request checklist for formatting each proposal.  Water rights proposals shall be separate from water management proposals. Proposals for a specific task should not request funding from both programs.

Funding under this Program is competitive based and subject to the availability of appropriations.  If your proposal is selected for award, funding will be provided on a one-time non-recurring basis.

Additional information and technical assistance in the preparation of funding requests is available from [name], Regional Water Coordinator at [phone and email]. Tribal funding requests are to be submitted to the Regional Office through the Superintendent by COB August [X], 2026, so the Region can review and submit a consolidated request to Central Office. 


Sincerely,


Regional Director, [X] Region

Enclosures:  Checklist Template; Notice of Revised Instructions for Preparing and Prioritizing Water Program Funding Requests, Federal Register, Vol. 70, No. 201, October 19, 2005.

CC:  	Regional Indian Self-Determination Office
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