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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTEAIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Jamtazy 23, 1992 

•Honorable Daniel Denney, Sr. . 
Chairaan, Santee Sioux Tribal.Council 
Route 2 
Niobrara, Ne~raska &8760 

Dear Chairman Denney: 

I have reviewed the Santee· Sioux Tr.iba's application tor 
pr•~iminat<y ~pproval ot a tee-to-t.l:\ls~ c:onversicn of land to· be 
ac~ired out cf state for gaming. The tribe, in partnership with 
Ha~ey's Resort Hotel Casino, would purchase certain property in 
Cou~cil Bluffs, Iowa, and has requested that three ~eras of the 
property to be placed in trust fer the tribe. 

The !.documents transmitt.ed indicate that this may be an excellent 
economic d.evelopment proposal for the Santee Sioux Tribe. However, 
the.sac and Fox Tribes, the Governor of ?owa, and members or the 
affected community have stated their strong appcsi~ion to the 
project. 

After s~veral meetings and consultations between and among
rep~esentatives of the Santee Sioux Tribe, Harvey's Resort Hctel 
Cas~no, Central Office suraau of Indian Affairs officials, and 
myself- I hava decided to deny the request for approval of the land 
acquisition. The propasDd venture would place the Santee Sioux, a 
Neb~aska Tribe, in direct competition with ehe tri~•s in Iowa. I 
am ~nable to ignore the interests ot ~he Iowa tribes in favor of 
th~se of one NearasJca tr1be. In addition, the Natio

0

1'.\&l Indian 
Gamin9 Retulatory Act requires the concurrence of the Coverncr of 
Iowa tor any such acquisi~ioh and, as already noted, the covernor 
opposes the acquisition. • 

. . 
Unfcrtunately, I cannot approve your propcsed acquisition under the 
pr~sent set of circufflstances. However, I wish you success in your 
ef~orts to prcmota and achieve economic development fer the Santee 
Sioux Tribe. 
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