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INTRODUCTION 

This finding has been prepared in response to the petition 
received by the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs from 
the MOVi'l~ Band of Choctaw seeking Federal acknowledgment as 
an Indian tribe under Part 83 of Title 25 of the Code of 
Federal_Regulations (25 CFR 83). 

This Proposed Finding on the MOWA Band of Choctaw petition 
is the first prepared under the provisions of 25 CFR 
83.10(e) of the revised acknowledgment regulations, which 
became effective March 28, 1994. The applicable section of 
the regulations provides for review, prior to active 
consideration, to ascertain whether "the evidence clearly 
establishes that the group does not meet the mandatory 
criteria in paragraphs (e) . of Section 83.7 . II 
Paragraph 83.7(e) pertains to the genealogical descent of 
the petitioner from members of a historical American Indian 
tribe. 

The revisE:d regulations require that in such case, the 
Assistant Secretary shall decline to acknowledge that the 
petitioner is an Indian tribe and publish a proposed finding 
to that effect in the Federal Register. 

The MOWP, Band of Choctaw's petition for Federal 
acknowlE!d~JTIlent claims that lithe contemporary band of Mowa 
Choctaw~: of South Alabama are descendants of full and mixed 
blood Choctaws, Creeks, Cherokees, and Chickasaws who 
avoided re~moval West during Indian removal in the 1830s 11 

(MOWA PE!t .. Narr. 1988, 1). The ancestry claimed was 
presented by the petitioner in a narrative petition, 
genealogical notebooks containing family group sheets, a 
series of ancestry charts, a list of IIKnown Indian 
Ancestors," and a list of "Progenitor Name Lines." 

The claims to Indian ancestry made by the petitioner were 
not fou~d to be valid when the petition was examined. 

The problems with the American Indian ancestry claimed by 
the petitioner fall into the following major categories: 

(1) the petitioner's two core ancestral families cannot 
do:::ument American Indian ancestry; 

(2) th~ petitioner's ancestors who were alive in 1880 have 
not been documented as descendants of the known 
re'TLoval-era, antebellum American Indians who were 
cl:iimed as ancestors by the petitioner; 
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Introduction -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

(3) many of the early nineteenth century persons claimed as 
membE::rs of their II founding Indian community" by the 
petitioner were not Choctaw, or even American Indian; 
anci 

(4) only one percent of the petitioner's membership can 
document American Indian ancestry. This ancestry comes 
through other ancestral lines than those going to the 
two core families. 

A substcLlltial body of documentation was available on the 
petitioning group. This extensive evidence does not 
demonstrate either the Indian ancestry claimed in the 
petition or other Indian ancestry except for that which was 
credited to the petitioner under (4). 

Applicable Regulations 

Part 83 establishes procedures by which unrecognized Indian 
groups may seek Federal acknowledgment of an existing 
governm::nt-to-government relationship with the United 
States. To be entitled to such a political relationship 
with th= United States, the petitioner must submit 
documen:ary evidence that the group meets the seven criteria 
set for:h in Section 83.7 of 25 CFR, "Procedures for 
Establishi.ng That an American Indian Group Exists as an· 
Indian Tribe; Final Rule," as published in the Federal 
RegisteI, February 25, 1994. Failure to meet anyone of the 
seven c:riteria will result in a determination that the group 
does no'~: E!xist as an Indian tribe within the meaning of 
Federal law. 

This finding on the MOWA Band of Choctaw petition has been 
prepared under the provisions of 25 CFR 83.10(e) of the 
revised acknowledgment regulations, which became effective 
March 2/l, 1994. The applicable section of the regulations 
reads: 

83.10(e) Prior to active consideration, the 
Asnistant Secretary shall investigate any 
petitioner whose documented petition and response 
to the technical assistance review letter 
indicates that there is little or no evidence that 
est,wlishes that the group can meet the mandatory 
criteria in paragraphs (e), (f) or (g) of Section 
83.'7. 

(1) If this review finds that the evidence 
ClE!iirly establishes that the group does not meet 
thE! mandatory criteria in paragraphs (e), (f) or 

2 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 4 of 186 



Introduction -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

(g) of Section 83.7, a full consideration of the 
doc:UJl~ented petition under all seven of the 
mac;dcLtory criteria will not be undertaken pursuant 
to pcLragraph (a) of this section. Rather, the 
Ass,istant Secretary shall instead decline to 
ack:nc)wledge that the petitioner is an Indian tribe 
anal publish a proposed finding to that effect in 
the Federal Register. The periods for receipt of 
cOlIanEmts on the proposed finding from petitioners, 
int.erested parties and informed parties, for 
coc.sideration of comments received, and for 
publication of a final determination regarding the 
pet.it:ioner's status shall follow the timetables 
est.ablished in paragraphs (h) through (1) of this 
sec:tion. 

(2) If the review cannot clearly demonstrate 
tha.t the group does not meet one or more of the 
mac.dcLtory criteria in paragraphs (e), (f) or (g) 
of Section 83.7, a full evaluation of the 
dOC:UJllented petition under all seven of the 
mac.dcLtory criteria shall be undertaken during 
act.hre consideration of the documented petition 
pur'suant to paragraph (g) of this section (Federal 
Re3'ister, February 25, 1994, 9297). 

As indicated by the comment section pertaining to this 
revised rE~gulation, "the section requires clear evidence, 
apparent on a preliminary review, that one of the three 
named criteria are not met." The following elements are 
included to ensure fairness to the petitioner: (1) the 
limited evaluation occurs only after the petitioner has had 
the opp~rtunity to respond to the technical assistance 
review; (2) the proposed finding under this section is still 
subject to the comment process before a final determination 
is issued, just as is the case for a full evaluation of all 
seven criteria during the active consideration process; (3) 
the petitioner has the opportunity to request 
reconsideration under 83.11. 

Publication of the Assistant Secretary's proposed finding in 
the Fedl~ral Register initiates a 180-day response period 
during 'iJhich factual and/or legal arguments and evidence to 
rebut or support the evidence relied upon are received from 
the petitioner and any other interested party. Such 
evidenc~ should be submitted in writing to the Office of the 
Assista::1t Secretary - Indian Affairs, 1849 C Street, N. W . , 
Washing:on, D.C. 20240, Attention: Branch of Acknowledgment 
and Resl~arch, Mail Stop 2611-MIB. 
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Introdt:iction - - MOWA Band of Choctaw 

The period for comment on a proposed finding may be extended 
for up to an additional 180 days at the Assistant 
Secretary's discretion upon a finding of good cause. The 
petiticner and interested parties shall be notified of the 
time e:xtension. Interested and informed parties who submit 
arguments and evidence to the Assistant Secretary must 
provide copies of their submissions to the petitioner. 
Additicnal procedural safeguards for the petitioner are 
found in sections 83.10(j) - 83.10(1) of the regulations. 

After consideration of all written arguments and evidence 
received during the 180-day response period, the petitioner 
shall have a minimum of 60 days to respond to any 
submissions by interested and informed parties. After the 
petitioner's comments have been received, the Assistant 
Secretary will consult with the petitioner and interested 
parties to determine an equitable timeframe for 
considerat:ion of written arguments and evidence submitted 
during the response period. The petitioner and interested 
parties will be notified of the date such consideration 
begins. The Assistant Secretary will make a final 
determinat:ion regarding the petitioner's status, a summary 
of which will be published in the Federal Register within 60 
days from the date on which the consideration of the written 
arguments and evidence rebutting or supporting the proposed 
finding begins. This determination will become effective 90 
days fr:,m its date of publication unless a request for 
reconsideration is filed pursuant to 83.11. 

If the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs declines to 
acknowledge the petitioner, the Assistant Secretary will 
analyze and forward to the petitioner other options, if any, 
under wjich the petitioner might make application for 
services or other benefits. 

Administrative History 

The MOW.A Band of Choctaw's letter of intent to petition for 
Federal acknowledgment as an Indian tribe was in the form of 
a resolution dated May 16, 1983, accompanied by a letter 
dated May 19, 1983. These were received by the Branch of 
AcknowlE:dgment and Research (hereafter BAR) on May 27, 1983. 
In acco::-dance with the regulations, notice was sent to the 
Governor of Alabama and Attorney General of Alabama on June 
24, 198:!. The petition was assigned priority #86. Notice 
was pub:~ished in the Federal Register on July 11, 1983, and 
in a ma:i or newspaper on November 24, 1983. 
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Introduction -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

The group's documented petition was received by BAR on April 
28, 19HB. BAR responded with an Obvious Deficiency Review 
(hereafter OD) letter on February 15, 1990. On June 6, 
1991, BAR received a copy of the petitioner's "unauthorized 
responf;'~" from the office of Congressman Sonny Callahan. 

Throughout this period, the group was also actively pursuing 
legislative recognition in both the House and the Senate 
(1987: S.1142, Shelby; H.R.3107, Callahan, Nichols, 
Erdreich); (1989: 5.381, Shelby, Heflin; H.R.1562, 
Callahan); (1991: 5.362, Shelby, Heflin; H.R.2349, 
Callahcm); (1993: S.282, Shelby, Heflin, Inouye; H.R.3605, 
Hilliard); (1994: S. 282, H.R. 4231, Mowa Band of Choctaw 
Indian::: Recognition Act; hearing May 17, 1994). The record 
of the !3enate Select Committee on Indian Affairs hearing on 
S.362, held June 26, 1991, was published; at this hearing, 
the pet.itioner stated on record that the petition was not 
complete. On September 9, 1991, BAR held a technical 
assistance teleconference with the petitioner and its 
researchers. On November 8, 1991, the MBC did submit a 
respon::e to the OD; the petition was declared "ready" and 
waitin~' to be placed on active consideration on November 19, 
1991. 

As a reBult of the regulations in force at the time, 
petitioners would be transferred to active consideration 
status on the basis of the priority number: these were 
assigned according to chronological order of receipt of the 
letter of intent to petition by the BIA. The MOWA Band of 
Chocta,,'s comparatively high number (#86) delayed active 
considEration status because other petitioners with lower 
priority numbers submitted documented petitions and moved 
ahead cf it in the queue. Since 1991, the petitioner has 
continued to submit supplementary materials for the 
petiticn. All supplements have been accepted as part of the 
working file and included with the petition material. 

The petitioner has continued to seek legislative 
recognit;ion. In 1994, the Mowa Recognition Act passed the 
Senate, but not the House of Representatives. Also, at 
least one effort was also made by the group in 1993 to have 
the President extend acknowledgment through executive order. 
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Introdu1::tion - - MOWA Band of Choctaw 

BAR = 

Ex. = 

ABBREVIATIONS AND/OR ACRONYMS USED IN REPORT 

Branch of Acknowledgment and Research, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (Evaluator of the Petition) 

Documentary Exhibit submitted by the Petitioner 

Gen. bk. Notebook(s) containing family group sheets 
compiled by the MOWA Band of Choctaw, included in 
the petition for Federal acknowledgment as an 
Indian tribe 

MBC = 

MOWA = 

Narr. 

MOWA Band of Choctaw 

MOWA Band of Choctaw of Mobile and washington 
Counties, Alabama. Petition for Federal 
acknowledgment as an Indian tribe 

Narrative portion, petition for Federal 
acknowledgment, MOWA Band of Choctaw 
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SUMMARY UNDER THE CRITERIA 

Summary Evaluation under Criterion 83.7(e) 

Evidence submitted by the MOWA Band of Choctaw (hereafter 
the petitioner or MBC) , as well as evidence obtained through 
indepenjent research by BIA staff, demonstrates that the 
petitioner does not meet criterion 83.7(e) required for 
Federa:,. acknowledgment. In accordance with the regulations 
set forth in 25 CFR 83, failure to meet anyone of the seven 
criter:.:l requires a determination that the group does not 
exist ilS an Indian tribe within the meaning of Federal law. 

This PJ:oposed finding is based on available evidence, and, 
as such, does not preclude the submission of other evidence 
to the contrary during the l80-day comment period which 
followf; publication of this finding. Such new evidence may 
result in a change in the conclusions reached in the 
proposed finding, resulting in a full review of the MOWA 
Band of Choctaw's petition under all seven criteria prior to 
the final determination. The final determination, which 
will bE~ published separately after the receipt of the 
comments, will be based on both the new evidence submitted 
in response to the proposed finding and the original 
evidence used in formulating the proposed finding. 

In the summary of evidence which follows, according to the 
procedl::res established under section 83.10 (e) of the 
regulations, only criterion 83.7(e) is considered. A 
summary of the evidence relied upon follows the analysis 
under the criterion. The summary statement is followed by 
the Technical Report, which is not a full historical 
analysjs, but provides only enough historical background to 
permit t:he reader to understand the context of the 
genealcgical discussion under criterion 83.l0(e). 

Requirements 

Criterion 83.7(e) reads: 

83.7(e) The petitioner's membership 
consists of individuals who 
descend from a historical 
Indian tribe or from 
historical Indian tribes which 
combined and functioned as a 
single autonomous political 
entity. 
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Sununary Under the Criteria -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

The MOW,; Band of Choctaw's petition for Federal 
acknowl,:!dsrrnent claims that "the contemporary band of Mowa 
Choctaw,:; of South Alabama are descendants of full and mixed 
blood C::l0ctaws, Creeks, Cherokees, and Chickasaws who 
avoided removal West during Indian removal in the 1830s" 
(MOWA P,:!t. Narr. 1988, 1). Upon examination of the 
petition, this claim was found to be invalid. Because of 
the anomalies, this finding on the MOWA Band of Choctaw 
petition has been prepared under the provisions of 25 CFR 
83.10(el. Based upon a review of all materials submitted by 
the petitioner through September 1994, the following 
analysi::; presents the major conclusions. 

In orde:::- to meet criterion 83.7 (e), the petitioner must 
demonst:::-ate Indian ancestry in descent from a historical 
tribe, or from tribes which combined and functioned as a 
single Imtity. In each case--not just for the examples 
cited in this report--the petitioner, when documenting 
descent from a particular individual who was supposedly a 
member of the historical tribe or tribes, must show that: 

(1) the person of this name was, in fact, of Indian descent 
from a particular tribe; and 

(2) the Indian person of this name was the same person as 
the anCE~stor claimed by the petitioner. 

Problem Areas 

This petitioner has problems that fall into the following 
major categories: 

(1) thE~ petitioner's core ancestral families cannot 
document American Indian ancestry; 

(2) thE! families which are the actual MBC progenitors from 
18£10 have not been documented as descendants of the 
knm·m removal-era, antebellum American Indians claimed 
as ancestors by the petitioner; 

(3) many of the early nineteenth century persons claimed as 
members of their "founding Indian conununity" by the 
petitioner cannot be demonstrated to be Choctaw, or 
eVE!::! American Indian; and 

(4) onJ.y approximately one percent of the persons on the 
petitioner's current membership rolls (40 out of 3,960) 
ha"f~ documented Indian ancestry. 
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Summary Under the Criteria -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

Methodology 

In preparing analyses of Indian ancestry under criterion 
83.7(e), the petitioner needs to pay particular attention to 
the chronology of development of its ancestral community. 
It is not feasible to claim that one individual is the child 
of another person if the alleged parent is shown by records 
to have been younger than the supposed child. 

In general, in preparing analysis of the demography of any 
small population group, it is beneficial for the researcher 
to plaCE! the individuals being studied on a time­
line/location grid. This enables the researcher to see at a 
glance \<7hich individuals were, in fact, contemporaries of 
one another. If the individuals were contemporaries, such a 
grid also charts clearly whether they lived in locations 
which would have made it feasible for them to be associates. 

In making claims to Indian ancestry, the genealogical 
statements in the MBC petition were marked by internal 
inconsistencies (one thing was said about the person being 
disCUSSE!d in one place in the petition; something 
contradictory was said about him/her elsewhere in the 
petition) and by significant methodological problems. for 
instance, the petition often assumed that two people with 
the same name were the same person, even if there were no 
document.s to confirm their identity. Often, in fact, they 
were demonstrably not the same person. On occasion, the 
petition asserted such assumptions even when the claim was 
so logically inconsistent that it indicated a man was born 
in the same year as his supposed grandmother. Also, on the 
basis of limited documentary evidence, the petition 
narrative makes numerous unwarranted erroneous 
extrapolations. 

The basic problem with the MOWA Band of Choctaw's petition 
is not 8ne of a lack of documentation: a substantial body 
of docuTlentation is available. For most of the ancestors 
claimed by the petitioner, the information located was as 
much as can be reasonably expected to be available for any 
ordinary resident of a southern state during the first half 
of the rJ.ineteenth century. The records utilized were the 
same type as are normally available: census records, land 
records, and other legal documents. No specific Indian 
records created by the Federal government's Office of Indian 
Affairs were found that applied to the petitioner's core 
ancestr:l.l families in the period before the Civil War. 
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Summary Under the Criteria -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

In many cases, the documents--contemporary primary source 
materia:.s- -clearly disproved claims that were made in the 
petition. In other cases, claims made in the petition could 
not be 'rerified on the basis of contemporary primary source 
materia:.s. This means that the claim was not specifically 
disprovEm by the available evidence, but neither did the 
petitioner submit nor did the BIA find acceptable evidence 
to support it. 

No direct ancestors of the MBC were included as members of 
the Choctaw tribe on the final Dawes Roll. Members of the 
Laurend:i.ne family were identified in testimony to the Dawes 
Commission as being of Mississippi Choctaw ancestry: this 
identif:i.cation has been given full credit in this finding. 

Although individual MBC ancestors submitted applications for 
the Guion Miller Roll of Eastern Cherokees, and the 1972 
Creek c:.aims, these applications were rej ected on the 
grounds that the applicants had not demonstrated any 
CherokeE~ ancestry or any Creek ancestry. Rej ected 
applications do not provide evidence of Indian ancestry, 
although the applications themselves may be used as one set 
of clue:) to look for documentation of the asserted ancestry. 

Specific Examples 

Core Farailies Not Documented as American Indian. Research 
confirmE~d that the primary MBC ancestral families are Reed, 
Weaver, Rivers, and Byrd, as stated by the petitioner. Of 
these, Byrd and Rivers were determined to be branches of the 
Weaver family. However, research did not confirm that these 
familieB w'ere American Indians who avoided removal to the 
West. 

In the case of the Reed family, the documentation did not 
demonstrate or provide significant evidence of Indian 
ancestry. The earliest documentation asserting a claim of 
Indian ancestry for the Reed family dated to the 1880's, 50 
years aJ:ter the removal era. 

The Reed family, whose origins have not been determined 
conclus:Lvely, is shown to have been resident in Washington 
County, .Alabama, as early as 1818. Neither Daniel Reed, who 
died in 1844, nor his wife Rose, who died in 1878, are 
documented to have had American Indian ancestry. In the 
case of Rose Reed, no documentatation asserting Indian 
ancest~T was produced before her death. The first claim 
that hel~ mother was Choctaw was made shortly after Rose's 
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Summary Under the Criteria -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

death. In the case of Daniel Reed, no document indicating 
that he might have been of Creek ancestry was submitted by 
the petitioner nor found by BIA researchers. Apparently, 
this attribution was made for the first time in the petition 
for Federal acknowledgment of the MOWA Band of Choctaw. No 
Reed descendant is known to have applied for any Indian 
claims cLWard (Dawes Roll, Guion Miller Roll, etc.) on the 
basis of the ancestry of either Daniel Reed or his wife 
Rose. 

Neither Daniel Reed nor his wife Rose associated with 
persons of proven American Indian ancestry throughout their 
lifetimE:s. Their neighbors and the persons who witnessed 
their lE:gal documents were white. Their first documented 
association with the other core MBC family, Weaver, took 
place about 1850, with a series of three marriages between 
their s~ns and daughters of David Weaver. 

The Reed family did not acquire documented American Indian 
ancestry by marriage during the removal era or before the 
Civil W3r. In three cases, the petitioner claimed that 
husbands of the second-generation Reed daughters were of 
America:] Indian ancestry: two of these claims were 
disprov·:m, and the third could not be verified. 

The petitioner claimed that John Harris, the husband of Judy 
Reed, had Indian ancestry through the Hollinger family. 
Research undertaken during evaluation of the petition 
demonst:rated both that (1) this particular John Harris was 
not descended from the Hollingers, and (2) the branch of the 
Hollingl~r family from whom the petitioner claimed descent 
had no [ndlian ancestry. The narrative petition claimed that 
Emeline Reed's husband, willis Daugherty, was a descendant 
of the [ndlian countryman Cornel ius Daugherty and his Choctaw 
wife. However, a Bible record submitted as an exhibit by 
the pet:Ltioner, as well as Federal census records, indicate 
that Willis was a son of Peter Daugherty, who was born in 
Ireland. The census record listed Peter Daugherty's wife as 
white. Th.e petition claimed finally that Peter Cole, second 
husband of Eliza Reed, had Indian ancestry through his 
parents Mark Cole and Hannah. However, the petitioner did 
not submit documentation to prove either that Peter Cole was 
a son of Mark Cole and Hannah, or that either Mark or Hannah 
had Ind:.an ancestry. BIA researchers located no evidence of 
Indian ancestry for Peter Cole. 

The Wea,rer, Rivers, and Byrd families descend from four 
siblingB: David, James, Edy, and Anne Weaver. Indian 
ancestry was not documented for these siblings. Evidence 
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submittE!d by the petitioner indicated that in 1908, the 
identity of the father of these four siblings was not known 
to his ~rrandchildren, who stated that their grandmother was 
a white woman, Linney Weaver. The Weaver and Byrd families 
moved from Georgia to Mobile County, Alabama, by 1830. 
Branches of the Weaver family also lived in Monroe County, 
Alabama, some 80 miles northeast of Mobile, by 1830. 

The petitioner claimed Indian ancestry (Creek on the 
paternal side and Cherokee on the maternal side) for Cecile 
Weatherford, wife of David Weaver. The claim could not be 
verifie·:S.. It was made on the basis of her family's oral 
traditi:)n, which was stated on applications made to Guion 
Miller in 1908 for distribution of Eastern Cherokee Funds. 
The staten1ents made in 1908 pertained to a woman who died in 
or before 1850. No confirming documentation dating to her 
lifetim2: \'las submitted by the petitioner or located by BIA 
staff r2:searchers. The Weaver descendants' applications for 
distribQtion of Eastern Cherokee Funds were rejected by the 
Miller:~ommission on the grounds that they had not 
demonstrated Eastern Cherokee ancestry. 

The petitioner submitted evidence which indicated that the 
wife of James Weaver and the husband of Edy Weaver were non­
Indian: this was confirmed by further research. In the 
case of Arlne Weaver's husband, Lemuel Byrd, no significant 
evidenc~ supported the petitioner's claim that he had 
Cheroke~ ancestry. Thus, the petitioner cannot claim 
documen:ed American Indian ancestry through any line of the 
Weaver/3yrd/Rivers core family. 

Antebellum Ancestors Claimed as Indian by the Petitioner 
Were No~ Indian. In numerous cases, evaluation and 
verific,:lti.on of the petition's genealogical claims to Indian 
ancestr:r i.ndicated that persons described as American Indian 
by the petitioner, and claimed on the petitioner's list of 
"Known Indian Ancestors" were clearly not of American Indian 
ancestry. For example, Mary Josephine Juzan, wife of Adam 
Hollingl~r, was not Indian. Her father, Pierre Juzan, was 
French. Although he is known to have left children by 
Indian Homen, Mary Josephine's mother was his first wife, 
Catherine Parant, a woman who was also of French ancestry. 

Petitioller Not Descended from Known Indian Families Claimed 
in the l~etition. Evaluation and verification of the 
petition's genealogical claims to Indian ancestry other than 
through the core families discussed above indicated that, 
with thE~ exception of the Brashears family (see below), the 
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petitioner's members do not descend from the documented 
American Indian families who both: 

(1) resided in southwestern Alabama during the first half 
of the nineteenth century; and 

(2) are claimed as ancestors in the petition. 

For exa:nple, the petitioner's members do not descend from 
the Indian branches of the Juzan, Hollinger, Gibson, or 
Colbert families as claimed by statements made in the 
petition. In the cases of these families, the ancestral 
lines claimed by the petitioner have been disproven in the 
evaluation process. Claims to ancestry from other Indian 
families, such as Piamingo Hometak, Fisher, Weatherford, and 
Cole, c:,uld not be verified in the evaluation process: no 
documentation supporting the petitioner's claim to descend 
from th2se persons was submitted by the petitioner or 
located by the BIA. 

Documen~ed Indian Ancestry Appears Late in the Petitioner's 
Develop1!j.ent. In the case of those families on the 
petitio:1er's membership rolls who do have documented 
America:1 Indian ancestry (approximately one percent of the 
total ffit2mbership, or 40 out of 3,960), the documented Iridian 
ancestors were not members of a removal-era, antebellum 
America:1 Indian entity in southwestern Alabama. The first 
marriag':! between the MBC core families and Indian Brashears 
descendant.s did not take place until approximately 1880. 
The fir:3t marriage between the MBC core families and a 
descendant. of the Mississippi Choctaw Williams and 
Laurend:i.nE~ families did not take place until 1904. The 
petitioner's documented Indian ancestry is limited in scope, 
entered the petitioner's core families through marriage in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and was 
not tribal in nature. 

The pet:ltioner's genealogical material appears basically 
sound for the period from 1880 to the present, in the sense 
that me~bers on the current roll descend from those families 
on the :~880 Federal census whom they identify as their 
ancestOl~s . A detailed review of the connections between the 
1880 era and the present membership was not undertaken for 
this finding, because it was not necessary in order to 
establifih that criterion 83.7{e), requiring descent from a 
historical Indian tribe or amalgamated tribes, was clearly 
not met by the petitioner. 
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Conclusions 

In s.umm,3.[/·, the petitioner has not document'2C ·.::::i~ltJlguous 

Indlan an:::escry for lts core fami:i'2s from a,,;." ::;~ the tribes 
clalmed l~ ~he petition, nor thac any tribal e~:::y 
co~tlnu~j t::; exist in Washington and Moblle Cc~~:~es, 
Alabama, afcer 1830, of which those core fa~llles could have 
become ,1 part. Only in the case of approX1mate ~ .... ::me 
percent of 1ts membership has the petit10ner documented 
descent from other known Indian familles 

The ext,~ns l'/e available evidence does not demonstrate either 
the Indlar ancestry claimed in the petltion or other Indian 
ancestr'l. This extensive evidence either does not support 
at all, or 1n part disproves, Indian ancestry. Only 
approximately one percent of the petitloner's membership can 
demonst~ate Indian ancestry of any kind. No eVldence was 
found tl) de:"!"onstrate that the ancestors of the petltioner 
were de;cended from a single historlc tribe or tr1bes which 
comb1ned and functioned as an autonomous entlty We 
conclud!~, therefore, that the MOWA Band of Choctaws clearly 
does no': meet the requirements of crlterion 83.7 (e) . 
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Summary Under the Criteria -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

Conclusions 

In summ3ry, the petitioner has not documented unambiguous 
Indian ancestry for its core families from any of the tribes 
claimed in the petition, nor that any tribal entity 
continued to exist in Washington and Mobile Counties, 
Alabama, after 1830, of which those core families could have 
become 3 part. Only in the case of approximately one 
percent of its membership has the petitioner documented 
descent from other known Indian families. 

The extensive available evidence does not demonstrate either 
the Indian ancestry claimed in the petition or other Indian 
ancestrf. This extensive evidence either does not support 
at all, or in part disproves, Indian ancestry. Only 
approxi'lTiately one percent of the petitioner's membership can 
demonstrate Indian ancestry of any kind. No evidence was 
found tJ demonstrate that the ancestors of the petitioner 
were descended from a single historic tribe or tribes which 
combine,j and functioned as an autonomous entity. We 
conclud,=, therefore, that the MOWA Band of Choctaws clearly 
does no: meet the requirements of criterion 83.7(e). 

cc: SecSurnameiSecRF(2) iBIASuranmei440Bi440Chronj400 
101A.i BureauRF 
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TECHNICAL UPORT 

MOWA BAND OP CHOCTAW 

INTRODUCTION 

The pur~()se of the Federal acknowledgment procedure is to 
identify and to establish a government-to-government 
relaticlnship with Indian tribes which have existed 
continl,;~ollsly from the period of first contact with non­
Indians:, but which are not currently acknowledged. The 
regulat.icms under 25 CPR Part 83, based upon legal 
precede!nt:, specifically require continuous existence as a 
tribal entity. Criterion 83.7(e) reads: 

83 .~, (e) The petitioner's membership con.ists of 
iCLd~Lviduals who descend from a historical Indian 
tr'ibe or from historical Indian tribe. which 
cc~)ined and functioned as a single autonomous 
pCll~Ltical entity. 

The MOWA Band of Choctaw's (hereafter the petitioner or MBC) 
petiticln for Federal acknowledgment claims that "the 
contemporary band of Mowa Choctaws of South Alabama are 
descendants of full and mixed blood Choctaws, Creeks, 
CherokE!efs, and Chickasaws who avoided removal West during 
Indian rE~moval in the 1830s" (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 1). 

The pet.itioner's genealogical material appears basically 
sound f'0l::- the period from 1880 to the present, in the sense 
that memu::>ers on the current roll descend from those famil ies 
on the 11380 Federal census whom they identify as their 
ancestclrf:l. A detailed review of the connections between the 
1880 era and .. the present membership wa$ not undertaken by 
BAR for this finding, because it was not needed to establish 
that crit:erion 83.7 (e) was clearly not met by the 
petiticmt!r. 

The earlier genealogical material, prior to 1880, has 
problen~ that fall into four major categories: 

(1) maLnY of the earlier ancestors claimed by the MBC as 
me!mbers of the petitioner's "founding Indian corranunity" 
thrc::>ugh "female lines" have not been documented as 
Choc:taw, or even as American Indian; 

(2) the families which are the actual MBC progenitors from 
lE18() have not been documented as descendants of the 
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earlier (removal-era, antebellum) American Indian 
ancestors claimed through "female lines" by the 
pet.itioner; 

(3) thE! petitioner's core ancestral families cannot 
dccurnent American Indian ancestry; and 

(4) or.ly one percent of the persons on the petitioner's 
Ctl:rrent membership rolls have documented Indian 
aIlf:::estry . 

In mak: .. ng claims to Indian ancestry, the researchers who 
preparl~d the petition frequently assumed the identity of two 
indiviciua.ls with the same or similar names without 
docume::lting that they were, in fact, the same person. 
Often, bcLsed on other evidence, they clearly were not the 
same pe:rson. Also, on the basis of limited documentary 
evidence, the petition narrative makes numerous unwarranted 
erroneous extrapolations. 

No di4ect ancestors of the petitioner were identified as 
holdir.~J membership in any acknowledged tribe on the Dawes or 
companwle BIA rolls. Although individual MBC ancestors 
submit1::ed applications in 1908 for the Guion Miller Roll of 
EasteJ~ Cherokees, and the 1972 Creek claims, these 
applications were rejected at the time of submission for 
lack ()f demonstrated Cherokee and Creek ancestry. Rejected 
applil::ations do not provide evidence of Indian ancestry. 
Howevf:!r, the applications themselves may be used as one set 
of cl'..les to look for documentation of the asserted ancestry. 
A few direct and collateral ancestors of the group submitted 
applications as MisSissippi Choctaw in the early twentieth 
centuIY for the Dawes (Five Civilized Tribes) Rolls. When 
testirl'lony identified these persons as Choctaw, even when the 
names did not appear on the final roll, it has been given 
full credit in this report. 

Resem:'ch by BAR staff has confirmed that the four primary 
MBC 1:amilies are Reed, Weaver, Rivers, and Byrd. However, 
BAR l:-esearch in evaluating and verifying the petition's 
genea.lc'gical claims also indicated that the petitioner does 
not descend from the Indian branches of the Juzan, 
Hollinger, or Colbert families. The petitioner descends 
from a Cole family, but not a Cole family with verified 
India.n lineage. The first genealogical connection between 
the ~mc core families and Brashears descendants with Indian 
ancestry did not take place until approximately 1880. 
Because of these anomalies, BAR has prepared this technical 
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report on the MOWA Band of Choctaw petition under the 
provisions of 25 CFR 83.10{e). 

Social/RILcial Distinctions. From the first quarter of the 
ninete!mth century to the present, the progeni tors of the 
petiti~ner, the petitioner's ancestors, lived in a situation 
in which the legal status of persons of varying ethnic 
herita3'ee; was defined by the laws of the State of Alabama. 
Historically, throughout this period, racial distinctions 
were ma.de! by and about both individuals and communities. To 
persons living in the region, these distinctions were 
import ant: . 

The mo r'e extreme theories of late nineteenth and early 
twenti,eth century racists cannot be proj ected backwards into 
the antet)ellum period. Neither is it even a matter of 
saying "Indian" and "African-American," when discussing a 
place and time when social/racial categories, while 
important, were nonetheless also fluid and to some extent 
dependent upon economic status and life style. It is not 
such a simple matter as saying "white" and "non-white." 

In order to present an accurate picture of the development 
of the pe!titioner's core ancestral families, it has been 
necess.ary to understand and use the social/racial categories 
which '/Jere in effect at each period of its history. To some 
extent, it has been necessary to reference the vocabulary 
and/or te!rminology in use at each point in time, even when 
these 'N'ords are now considered to be offensive. Such words I 

when used in source records or oral histories, have been 
placed in quotation marks to indicate that these words 
specif icsllly were used by the informant, and that the usage 
was dete%~ined by BAR researchers to be critical in 
understanding the historical context of an event or the 
proces s c)f community development. 

DiscrirtlLination on a racial basis can, in fact, be strong 
evidence for the existence of distinct community. Yet a 
distinct community is not necessarily an American Indian 
communi.t}r. To understand the discrimination, it is 
necess a,ry to understand the ethnohistorical context and the 
classi f ic:ations that were used in the society in which the 
petiti:mE~r's ancestral group lived. That the BAR's 
researChE!rS have found it necessary to employ thes~ terms 
does n:,t mean that the BAR's researchers or the Federal 
government endorse these terms. 

Althou'3'h racial heritage that is other than "Indian" may be 
present ~7ithin a petitioning group, genealogical research 
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focusei9 em whether the group's members descend from a 
historicall Indian tribe. 

SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE 

The Pet:i t:ioner Claims Varied Indian Ancestry. The MOWA Band 
of Choc:taw's petition for Federal acknowledgment claims that 
"the ccmtemporary band of Mowa Choctaws of South Alabama are 
descendants of full and mixed blood Choctaws, Creeks, 
CherokE~el;, and Chickasaws who avoided removal West during 
Indian rE~moval in the 1830s" (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 1). The 
petition also states that: 

S~~vf=ral early progenitors - -Juzan, Hollinger, 
tJ'.c:Gilli vray, Colbert, Frazier, Cole and Brashears­
- ar,:! reflected primarily through female lines, 
n~slllting in the loss of their surnames. Reed, 
~JE~a'lJer, Rivers and Byrd are the surnames that have 
E:urvived the passage of generations and represent 
t.he four maj or kinship groups (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 30). 

The Pt:rti tioner Descends f rom Two Non - Indian Core "ami 1 i es 
Which Settled in Alabama before the Civil War. The above, 
and otber, assertions by the petitioner of multiple Amer:.can 
Indian ancestry through "female lines" were either disproven 
by BAR researchers or could not be verified by BAR 
resea::-chers, except in the case of Brashears. Many of :::e 
assertions made by the petitioner in the narrative and on 
the family group sheets and ancestry charts, which in 
themsf~lves were internally inconsistent, were contradicted 
by thl'~ documents submitted by the MBC as exhibits to the 
petition. 

On the t)asis of the documents submitted by the petitioner 
and research carried out by BAR staff, BAR concludes that 
all m,embers of the MBC (100\ of the current membership roll) 
descend from two non-Indian families which first appeared :.n 
southe!I'Il Alabama during the first third of the nineteer.th 
centuIY.. One of these families, which descends from Danlel 
and Rose Reed, is documented as having been resident ln 
washingl:on County, Alabama. from 1818 onwards. The other 
major fc:unily descends from the four-person sibling group of 
David Weaver, James Weaver. Anne Weaver, and 8dy Weaver. 
which is documented to have originated in Georgia, and to 
have belen resident in Monroe and Mobile Counties, Alabama. 
from 1830 onwards. The other two "major" MBC families as 
claimE~d by the petitioner, Byrd and Rivers, are sub-lines of 
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the Weave~r family through Anne Weaver and Lemuel Byrd, and 
Edy Weave:r and Joel T. Rivers. 

Throughout the period before the Civil War, both the Reed 
and thf~ Vi1eaver family groupings were identified on Federal 
and state~ census records and county tax rolls in Mobile 
County, A.labama, and Washington County, Alabama, as "free 
person:; clf color." While Indians who held American 
citizensl'lip (i. e., detribalized Indians) were sometimes 
includf~d in the "free persons of color" census category, all 
other llon-white free persons were included in it as well. 
In the al:lsence of corroborative evidence, therefore, this 
census classification provides no proof that an individual 
or a fami.ly was American Indian. It does allow for the 
possibili.ty, but no pre-Civil War record positively 
identi.Eie!d the Reed or Weaver families as "Indian" or as 
having Indian ancestry. 

Eviden,:e was presented by the petitioner to indicate that 
some C:::loc:taw Indians remained in southern Alabama between 
the Tr,=aty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830 and the Civil 
War. ::io\lrever, no evidence was presented by the petitioner 
to indicaLte that either the Reed or the weaver/Rivers/Byrd 
family waLS part of this group of Choctaw, or descended from 
them. For example, no pre-Civil War documents show members 
of the Re~ed or Weaver family associated as colleagues or 
witnesses; with Felix Andry, who was married to a Choctaw 
woman n.amed Nancy and who submitted claims to the Federal 
government on behalf of the Choctaw remaining in Alabama. 

While thE~ 1870 and 1880 Federal censuses of Mobile County. 
Alabama., identified some Mississippi Choctaw families 
residir.L9 in the county as "Indian" for ethnicity, no me~r 
of the ~~C core families was identified as Indian in eltr.~r 
of thes:e decennial censuses. The Federal censuses of 
Washinsrtcm and Mobile Counties, Alabama, for 1900 and 1910 
did not: utilize the separate "Indian population" census 
schedulelii. None of the Reed, Weaver, Byrd, or Rivers f am~ : l' 
memberEI cipplied to the Dawes Commission as Choctaw or. 'TICre 
specifically, Mississippi Choctaw. 

Indian Allee.try for Reed Pamily Hot D..an.tratec1. The 
petiticmer submitted no contemporary evidence to document 
Indian allcestry for either Daniel Reed or his wife Rose 
Gaines, ~"ho was born about 1780-1787. The petitioner's 
claims that he may have been related to a Creek Indian 
family nc:lmed Reed were not documented. Ancestry charts 
includE~d with the' petition listed Daniel Reed's birthplace 
as Spani:sh West Florida, but this was not documented. 

5 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 26 of 186 



Technical Report -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

No docutr'Emt. produced within the lifetime of Daniel Reed 
identified him as Indian, or as of Indian ancestry. The 
1818 Act of the Alabama Legislative Council which permitted 
him to free Rose described him as a "free male of colour." 
NineteeI1'~h- century oral tradition indicated that Daniel Reed 
was a quarter Spanish, having come to Alabama from either 
Jamaica or Santo Domingo, by way of a stay of several years 
in Loui:;ia.na. None of the miscegenation trials which 
examinefj t.he background of Rose made any detailed 
investi3ation into the origins of Daniel Reed. 

The ques;tion of whether or not Rose Reed's mother was 
Indian- ··a "Choctaw squaw" - -was first addressed in the 1880' s 
in the context of the trial for miscegenation of a white man 
who married one of Daniel and Rose Reed's granddaughters. 
The tes.tilnony given at that trial was not conclusive on the 
issue. To put its significance in context, under the 
Alabamcl law in force at the time, there was no prohibition 
against: the marriage of whites and persons of Indian 
descent. In other words, if Rose Reed's mother had been 
Indian, her grandson-in-law was not guilty of miscegenation. 

At the 1880's trial, the question of whether or not Rose 
Reed's m()ther was Choctaw was addressed by Mrs. Glorvena E. 
(Johnst.oIl) Johnston Rush. No direct record of her testlmony 
survi VE!S , according to the petitioner. The evidence 
submitted consisted of a repetition of her testimony, from 
memory',. given in 1920 by a member of the jury in the earller 
trial. 

AlthoUt;h Mrs. Rush has been des~ribed as a ncon~emporary· of 
Rose Reed, according to several Federal census records of 
Washington County, Alabama, she was born in 1820 and was, 
there EOI'e, approximately 30 to 40 years younger than Ro ••. 
She c:mnot, therefore, have had direct. knowledge of the 
circu:nstances of Rose's birth and youth. According to the 
witnesls in the 1920 trial, Mrs. Rush testified that Ro •• 
Reed, who had died in 1878, had told her that her mother '01.1 
I! a Cbc)ctaw squaw. n This hearsay testimony was not 
documented by any contemporary evidence, 

TestiTno:ny given in the trial in the 1880'S and repeated at a 
trial in the 1920's indicated that prior to her emanclpatlon 
by D~miel Reed in 1818, Rose had been resident in the 
housf!hold of George S. Gaines, who was said to be her 
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father.l Mrs. Rush's testimony given in the 1880's, if 
repea~ed accurately in a 1920 court case, indicated that 
Rose Reed had been "reared" in the household of George S. 
Gaines. 

However, the 19th century oral tradition which claimed that 
George S. Gaines was Rose Reed's father can not possibly be 
true, eLS George S. Gaines was probably four or five years 
younger than Rose and therefore could not have been her 
father. In addition, George S. Gaines did not move from 
TenneSSieE! to Alabama to become the factor at the Choctaw 
tradinsr house at St. Stephen's until 1805, approximately 20 
years eLfter the birth of Rose (Gaines) Reed. The limits of 
Mrs. Rush's hearsay evidence, even though it was given under 
oath iri c:ourt, are clearly indicated by the simple 
chronol09ical fact that since Rose would have been about 20 
years c)ld at the time George S. Gaines moved to Alabama, it 
is not likely that she was "reared" in his household at all. 

Those documents produced concerning Rose Reed during her 
lifetime did not identify her as Indian. The earliest 
stated that she was a mulatto slave being emancipated by 
Daniel RE!ed in 1818, by permission of an Act of the Alabama 
Legislative Council. In the 1850 and 1860 Federal censuses, 
she waSi E!numerated as mulatto; in the 1870 Federal census, 
she waSi E!numerated as white. 

Mixed Cht!rokee/Creek Ancestry for the Weaver Pamily Not 
Demonst:r~lted. The petitioner claims mixed Cherokee and 
Creek ciLnc:estry for the Weaver family. The claim is based 
primarily upon the information given by those Weaver 
descenc:Lants who in 1908 submitted applications to Guion 
Miller tC) share in the distribution of Eastern Cherokee 
funds (cited as Guion Miller applications). BAR research 
was unaLble to locate any documents from the first half of 
the ninet:eenth century either to support or to disprove 
these c:lclims. 

All thE! l'leaver descendants' Guion Miller applications were 
rejectE!d by the Guion Miller Conmission on the grounds that 
the applicants had not proven Eastern Cherokee ancestry. In 
their eLpplications to share in the Eastern Cherokee Award, 
the surviving daughters of David Weaver, one of the four 
Weaver siblings, did not claim Cherokee ancestry on the 

ThE! petition now claims that Rose Reed's father was a whlte 
planter and Choctaw interpreter named Young Gaines, who was both wncle 
and fat.:'Ier-in-law of George S. Gaines. 
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Weavez' 1 ine, nor did any of their children claim Cherokee 
ancestry on the Weaver line. David Weaver's daughters 
indicated that on the Weaver side of the family, the 
grandfather was unknown and the grandmother was a white 
woman, Linney Weaver. 

CensUEI records indicate that the MBC ancestral Weaver family 
was in Monroe County and Mobile County, Alabama, by 1830. 
The pErtitioner's claim that the unknown father of David, 
James, Anne, and Edy Weaver was a Cherokee named "Dav [~] 
WeaveJ~" who was at Sharp Mountain, Georgia, in a different 
state, in 1835, could not be verified. The military pension 
application filed by Lemuel Byrd, a Weaver brother-in-law, 
indicated that the Weaver family's residence prior to 1830, 
durin~J the decade 1810-1820, was in PUtnam and Greene 
Counties, Georgia, which are in east central Georgia. Sharp 
Mounta.in, in Cherokee County, was in the northwestern 
secticm of the state. Georgia tax digests for this decade 
show:our households headed by persons named Weaver, four 
"whitl:" and one "free Negro," in Greene and Putnam counties, 
but n'::> Indians by that name. Thus the petitioner's claim to 
Cherootee! ancestry through "Dav" Weaver was not documented. 

David We!aver'S descendants Submitted Guion Miller 
applic.ations based on the ancestry of David Weaver's wife, 
not on. that of David Weaver, himself. In 1908, her 
survi v'ing daughters and her grandchildren indicated that his 
wive's; maiden name was Cecile Weatherford, that she had 
borne a son to Sostang Chastang about 1829, had married 
David WE:aver by 1830, and had died in 1850. They gave the 
names oj: her parents as William Weatherford, Creek, and 
Nancy Fisher, Cherokee. 

Standar<:i scholarly studies of the Weatherford family name 
Williclm Weatherford's three wives as Mary Moniac, Sopoth 
ThlaIlie, and Mary Stiggins. Through -these marriages, he had 
four <:h:ildren who survived to adulthood. The surviving 
docuttLE!nts pertaining to William Weatherford's estate 
settlt!m'ent in Monroe County, Alabama, make no mention of a 
Nancy Fisher and make no provision for a daughter Cecile. 
The filmily affiliation of Nancy Fisher is not known. Some 
of ttlfl! Guion Miller applications indicated that she was born 
in TE!lmessee. Thus, Indian ancestry through the Weatherford 
family is not shown, nor is it disproven. 

Furth'ermore, there is no indication that from the date of 
Ceci:.e Weatherford's marriage onward, she was ever, in any 
way, linked to a surviving Indian tribal grouping. Rather, 
she J~esided with her husband's family. Documents show that 
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her hus:bclnd's family functioned as part of the surrounding 
non- Inclicln society. Thus, even if BAR were to assume Indian 
ancestry for her, it would not create the required nexus to 
a tribe! c)r amalgamated tribes functioning as a single entity 
as req~ired by 83.7{e). 

Since David Weaver's children and grandchildren traced their 
Indian ancestry through their mother cmd maternal 
grandmother, and not David Weaver, the Guion Miller 
applications provided no basis for the petitioner's claim 
that Da.vid Weaver or his siblings had Indian ancestry which 
they cCluld pass to their descendants in the MBC. There is 
no doclJ.mEmtation to show that David's three siblings married 
spouses: ~dth Indian connections or ancestry. David's 
brother', James Weaver, was married to a non-Indicm woman who 
had beE!n emancipated by a man named James Johnston in 1824 
in Wast.ington County, Alabama. David and James Weaver's 
sister, Bdy Weaver, lived with a white Virginian named Joel 
T. RivE!rs, whose ancestry is well-Known, who was not Indian, 
and who was the father of all of Edy Weaver's children who 
have lE!ft: descendents in the MBC. The petitioner claimed 
that LE!muel Byrd, husband of David's sister Anne Weaver, was 
of part-Cherokee ancestry. No documentation was submitted 
to confirm this claim. Census records indicate that Lemuel 
Byrd wa.s born in North Carolina and do not indicate that r.e 
had Inclicln ancestry. His military record indicates that r.e 
served from Putnam County, Georgia. No Indian families 
named Elyrd were found in Putnam County. 

The KBC~ C:ore Ancestral Families Did Not Constitute an 
Antebel.lum American Indian CODllllUllity. Prior to'1880, the 
familie!s from whom the modern MBC descends did not form a 
contiguLous or near-contiguous settlement. The descendant a 
of Dani.el and Rose Reed formed a single settlement of c:o •• 
kin in Wclshington County, living among white, non-MBC, 
neighbc,r!;. In 1830, the Weaver descendants were divid~ .. ~ 
their renidence between Monroe County and Mobile County 
They cc,nl;olidated in Mobile County by 1870. In Mobile 
County, the Weaver descendants lived in the vicinity of 
"ChastaLl1~Js," a neighborhood occupied primarily by free 
Creole oj: color families. 

While thE! families from Washington County and the fami l14U 
from Mc,b:Lle County have intermarried since 1850, the 
documentcltion submitted does not indicate intermarriage or 
close c:ontact between the Reeds and the Weavers prior to 
that daLtE!. Mid-19th century census groupings indicate th.t 
the Byrd and Weaver families were most closely associated 
with we!ll-known free Creole of color families in Mobile 
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County, such as Chastang. In one instance, the petition 
asserts ,jirectly that these Creole of color families 
(Chastallg, Trenier, Juzan) were Indian (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 3/;). However, all available documentation shows that 
their a:1CE!stry was a mixture of African and European, with 
no American Indian element in those branches associated with 
MBC direct ancestors. 

No evidence has been located to indicate that there were any 
ties betwtaen the Reed family in Washington County, Alabama, 
and thE: W,eaver, Rivers, and Byrd families in Mobile County, 
Alabamc" prior to about 1850, when three marriages took 
place b,atween three sons of Daniel and Rose Reed and three 
daughters of David Weaver. Prior to 1850, the four 
daught,!rs of Daniel and Rose Reed had either married or 
borne ,:hi.ldren to local white men. The Indian ancestry 
allege,j. by the petitioner for one of these men, Peter Cole, 
could r..ot: be verified. The Indian ancestry alleged for two 
others, ~Tohn Harris and Willis Daugherty, has been 
di sproveci . 

The fc,ur Weaver siblings had 30 known children who survived 
childr,(,od. Their marriages took place according to the 
follo~r:ing distribution: 

:~O married first cousins or first cousins once 
removed within the Weaver/Rivers/Byrd family 
(seven marriages in all) 

8 married non-Indians, apparently not relatives 
(four spouses described on the Federal censuses dS 

"white"; one as "black/" one as "mulatto"; three 
of unknown ethnicity--one man married twice, for d 

total of nine spouses in this category) 
'7 no data (did not marry or left no descendants 

among the petitioner) 
5 married Reeds (3 children of Daniel and Rose; ~ 

grandchildren of Daniel and Rose through George 
Reed and Maria) . 

None of: the Weaver siblings' children are documented as 
haviC'l.g married Indians. 

Indian Ancestry Claims for Other Pamilies Not Demonstrated. 
The Indian ancestry of several other families which were 
claimed by the petitioner to have contributed Choctaw 
ance:15try to the MBC could not be confinned. In virtuall y 
all cases, the Indians whom the MBC claimed as ancestors 
werH not ancestors to the petitionerj and the ancestors ot 
the petitioner were not Indian. For example, the Orso llne. 
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INDIAN ANCESTRY or MOWA PETITIONER 

(Preparation of Pie Cbart on paae lOa) 

From docUDlt:JltaOon provided to the Branch of Acknowledgment and Research (BAR). its researchers 
determioed tllm among presem-day MOWA, only descendants of Louisa Jane "Luliza" Brashears Smith 
(daughter of Alexander Brashears) and Margaret Brue Lofton (daughter of Marguerite Laureodinc) have 
proven Indiaa ancestry. BAR tried to identify persons on the membership roU of the MOW A who 
descend froUl chese two women. The women were born in 1835 and 1886 respectively. and had DO 

known associ;uio'n with each other. 

Metbodo1oty: 

By using ch,: books of ancestry provided to BAR by MOWA in the respoosc to the obvious deficiency 
letter, BAR researchers identified the children of the two women, whom they married, and foUowed 
them by using a computer geoea.logical program called Personal Ancestor Files (P AF). MOW A 
provided BAR with four membership roUs. BAR researched all members by name, and when possible. 
also by DaUlf: of the patents. In cases where there was insufficient evidence to conclusively I.ink 
individuals ~() dIe two Indian women, but where it appeared possible that they belooged to the Indian 
family trec:i, BAR allowed Indian ancestry. 

F'mdlnp: 

The descertdanr:s of Louisa Jane "Luliza" Brashears Smith descend from ooly three of the rwelve 
children born to her and her husband. Nathaniel John Smith. Those three children were: Barbara Ellen. 
George "Buddy", and Ira. Twenty-five members of the presem-<iay MOWA were found to descend 
from (or Vf(:re assumed to descend from) Barbara Ellen. George "Buddy·, and Ira Smith. 

The desce lldaJIilS of Margaret Brue Lofton descend from ooly two of the seven children born to ber and 
ber busbal)li. (Jeorge Lofton. Those two children were Cora Lee and Tbelma. The total Dumber of we 
MOWA Dlf:mbership who were found to descend from (or suspect.Cd to descend from) Cora and Thelma 
is fifteen. 

Coodusil)lllS: 

By using !he documenwiOD and membership rolls provided by MOW A a toW of 40 members of the 
presena-day group can be reasonably assumed to be descended from the two women of Indian anceslry. 
Though )~[OWA claimed a membership close to 5,000 persons in teStimony before a U.S. Senate: 
Commia=. the membership rolls provided by MOW A showed an actual membership closer to 4.000. 
BAR could tIOt documcru the exact membership because the petitioner submitted several lists during the 
aclmowll:dpxm process, with duplications at elmes. BAR also allowed adjustments for new members 
added si[)CC l!bc last list was submitted. The grapb on we previous page used 3,960 to show the percent 
of memhc:rship of lodian descena, as calculated by BAR from the documentation provided by we 
MOWA petitioD aDd respooses to the obvious deficiency letters. 
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claimed by the petitioner to descend from the Hollinger 
family, ~7as not valid. Gilbert Orso, whose children 
interm3rried with MBC families after the Civil War, could 
not be dc)cumented asa descendant of Caroline (Hollinger) 
Orso MIJntgomery. Even if he could be documented as one of 
her chi.ldren, this line would still not provide Indian 
ancestry for the petitioner, as Caroline (Hollinger) Orso 
MontgOtneIY was a daughter of Adam Hollinger by his non­
Indian wi.fe, Mary Josephine Juzan. The Indian mixed-blood 
Hollinqer and Juzan families, discussed in the petition as 
MBC ant::estors, are not ancestral to members of the MBC. 

This example is the kind of methodological mistake 
repeatf~dly made in the petition. This, and numerous other 
mistakf~s, are dealt with in greater depth in the body of 
this TI~chnical Report. 

One Pe~::,cent of DC Kembers Have Documented Indian Ancestry. 
A smaLe number of members of the MBC petitioner (15 out of 
approx:cmately 3,960) can trace ancestry to Alexander 
Brashears, an Indian who remained in Alabama after the 1830 
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek and opted to become a u.s. 
citizen. By 1850 the mixed Creek/Choctaw/European family of 
Alexander Brashears was residing in Mobile County, Alabama, 
not far from the Weaver family. However, no documents 
indicat:.e that there was any direct association between the 
Brashears and the MBC core families until after 1880, when 
the ch:.ldren of one of Alexander Brashears' daughters began 
to intE!rmarry, not with the Weavers, but with one branch of 
Reed dE!scendants. 

The Inclian ancestry of Alexander Brashears is documented. 
Howevel~, from 1830 onwards, he was counted as white on all 
Federal census records and he was never shown as part of any 
tribal grouping. Moreover, the descendants of Alexander 
BrashecL:rs, generally, are not identified with the MBC: 
descencliilnts of only one daughter, Louisa (Brashears) Smith, 
have tnCL:t"ried into the petitioning group. 

A small number of members of the MBC petitioner (25 out of 
approximately 3,960) can trace ancestry to Mississippi 
Chocta~, families named Will iams and Laurendine that moved 
into Mc,bile County, Alabama, after the Civil War, and 
intermcl:rried with the well-known Mobile County non- Indian 
Creole c)f color family named Brue. On the 1870 and 1880 
Federal census records of Mobile County, this small group of 
Missisf:ippi Choctaw were identified as "Indian" in the 
census column. for ethnicity. 
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The mar:ria.ge between Margaret "Nellie" Brue and George 
Lofton 'Ilhi.ch introduced this Mississippi Choctaw lineage 
into th"= petitioning group did not take place until 1904. 
Between 1870 and 1900, this group of Mississippi Choctaw 
families ~lho had moved to Creola, Mobile County, Alabama, 
are not shown by Federal census or other records to have had 
any assclciation with the MBC families living in other 
locations in the county. 

Summary. In summary, the evidence presented by the 
petiticner indicates that the MBC is descended from two 
primary families of free persons of color who were resident 
in Alal::cun.:l prior to 1830, and who cannot document Indian 
ancestIjr. While these families have traditions of early 
Indian ,mcestry through two women, available evidence does 
not dem<:mstrate that these women were Indians or of Indian 
ancestl;{. The weight of the evidence submitted by the 
petiticmer for the Reed family does not support the claim of 
Indian iincestry in the case of that family. 

. 
The ev~dence presented by the petitioner does not indicate 
that Rose Reed or Cecile Weatherford, neither of whom has 
documented Indian ancestry, lived as a members of a 
historica.l North American Indian tribe during their adul t 
lives. Rather, the evidence indicates that these women 
marrie(j non- Indians and were part of the wider non- Ind~an 
society Clf southwestern Alabama. Specifically, each of the 
core M3C ancestral families lived, before the Civil War, ~n 
a surr:unding community which had no apparent Indian 
ancestry;· the Reeds in washington County, Alabama, and t.he 
Weavers: in Mobile County, Alabama. Only after the Ci vi 1 War 
did the! ciescendants of these core families begin to merge 
into a single, distinct, but still non-Indian, community. 

Neither did the petition present evidence that pieces of 
historic tribes (Choctaw, Creek, Chickasaw, Cherokee, etc), 
or ind.:Lv:idual isolated Indian families, amalgamated in 
south"'E!stern Alabama after the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek :Ln 1830 into dist inct Indian communities which 
functi(:)ned as a new tribal grouping from which the 
petitj,(~ner can be shown to descend. 

The pEftitioner has presented multiple, sometimes 
confl:.cting, claims to Indian ancestry. The claims of the 
petit:.oner to pre-Civil War Indian ancestry from familles 
other th.an the Reeds and the Weavers were either disproven 
by ~t r~search or could not be verified by BAR research. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

IndiaD!1 in Southern Alabama. A recent historian of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw has written that: 

Today several thousand recognized full-blood 
Choctaw live in Mississippi, and several 
multiracial isolated groups claim Choctaw lineage. 
Most early mixed-blood families, however, simply 
ac:cE~pted roles in the white cotmrunities that 
sprang up around them. Their survivors are today 
a large proportion of the modern population (Wells 
198E;, 53). 

This historical context must be taken into account in 
analyzinH the circumstances in which the families ancestral 
to the MI~C petitioner lived in the first half of the 
ninetee:nt:h century. The existence of some families with 
some I t'l.dian ancestry who resided in the counties of Mobile 
and Washington in Alabama did not, under the historical 
circumstances, constitute the existence of a continuing 
Arneric3,n Indian tribal community within which the ~C 
ancest:,rs functioned. Many of the families of known Indian 
descent had become part of the wider non-Indian society. 

The Ch;;;~:aws before Removal, 1699-17982 

The first: sustained contact between the Choctaw Indians and 
Europe~n colonizers began after the French founded posts and 
settlements such as Biloxi, Mobile, Natchitoches; Natchez, 
and Ne'li Orleans along the Gulf Coast, the Mississippi Rl 'Jer. 
and th,':! t;~ed River of the south during the years from 1699 to 
1718 (,~waLnton 1946, 72). At that time, anthropologists and 
historLarls have agreed, the core territory of the Choctaws 
was whiit is now east-central Mississippi, primarily the 
countil:!s of Neshoba, Kemper, Newton, Lauderdale, Jasper. 
Clarke, amd Wayne (White 1983, Map 2 [4]). 

The Chl::lctaws lived in more than sixty permanent villages. 
which '~eI'e organized politically into three 'geographical 
divisi(::Ins:, each with its own chief (Gatschet 1884, 100, ::8, 
109; Cushman 1899, 163-164; Hodge 1907, 288-289; Swanton 
1911, map; Swanton 1931, 54/55 and 59-75; Debo 1934, 20; 

~:uch of the material in this subsection first appeared in : ~,~ 
BAR histor).cal technical report on the Jena Band of Choctaw, Octct~r 
1994 (aYclilable by request from BAR/BIA) . 

13 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 36 of 186 



Techniccll Report - - MOWA Band of Choctaw 

Swanton 1946, Map 1; Cotterill 1954, 6; McKee 1980, 38-39). 
Even tht~ southernmost of these village groupings, those of 
the Yowani Choctaw on the Chickasawhay River (White 1983, 
Map 2 [·t]), were northwest of Mobile and Washington 
Countie3, Alabama, where the petitioner's ancestors have 
been lo:ated. The core areas of Choctaw settlement were 
well to the northwest (White 1983, Map 3 (6]). 

Traditicmal Choctaw territory passed from French to British 
colonial control by the treaty of 1763 which ended the Seven 
Years' War (Debo 1934, 30; Kinnaird and Kinnaird 1980, 349: 
Rea 196H). A boundary line then was established between the 
Chocta\\'s ,and the British by a treaty of 1765, which granted 
Britain a strip of land along the Gulf of Mexico and along 
the eafitern bank of the Mississippi River (Cotterill 1954, 
33; De Vorsey 1966, 207-211). The United States assumed 
contra]. from Britain of the northern half of Choctaw 
territory at the end of the American Revolution in 1783, and 
then acqu.ired most of the Choctaw territory by the Treaty of 
San Lo::-enzo, or Pinckney Treaty, of 1795 with Spain (Berry 
1917, ·n7 i Debo 1934, 31; Kinnaird and Kinnaird, 356, 366). 

During its colonial rule, Spain negotiated several treaties 
with tr..e Choctaws east of the Mississippi River between 1 i 84 
and 17513 (Berry 1917,463-464,474-475; Debo 1934,32-33; 
Cotterill 1954, 107-108; Holmes 1975, 68, 71; Kinnaird 1946. 
pt.3:2~!3-227; Kinnaird 1979, 45-48; Kinnaird and Kinnaird. 
350-351). Daniel Clark reported to the Secretary of State 
that the Spaniards believed that their treaties with the 
Choctc,.,tls had been nullified by the Treaty of San Lorenzo ot 
1795 ~Clark 9/29/1803, 62; Kinnaird and Kinnaird, 366: ~ 
Statut..!~ 1795). Jack D.L. Holmes' "Notes on the Spanish 
Fort B.an Esteban de Tombecbe" provides an overview of the 
area 1:rom 1789 through 1798 (Holmes 1965). The populat lon 
of thf! area under Spanish administration was not large: by 
the end of 1796, excluding Indians, it was :287: 84 whlte 
adult:;, 106 white children, and 97 Negro slaves. The great 
majority of the white adults, 89\, came from the United 
States (Holmes 1965, 286-287; Holmes 1966). 

EstablJJihment of Mississippi Territo~. In 1798, at the 
time c)f the appointment of the first American governor ot 
the MiSSiSSippi Territory, approximately 20,000 Choctaw 
lived. ill the southern three-quarters of the modern state of 
MiSSissippi and in the western portion of the modern stAte 
of Alab,ama (Guice 1985, 158-159). Robert V. Haynes' 
artic:le, "Early Washington County, Alabama," is a conveni.ent 
but ILI:>t particularly detailed survey of the early Federal 
perio(j in the area (Haynes 1965). The territory to the 
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south, the southern part of modern Mobile and Baldwin 
CountiE!s, Alabama, remained wi thin Spanish West Florida 
until :.813 (Nuzum 1971, map at 50). 

Washin~rton County, Mississippi Territory, was created on 
June 4, 1800. It measured 300 miles from east to west and 
88 milE!s from north to south. The eastern boundary was the 
state :.ine of Georgia, and the western boundary extended to 
the Pearl River, half way across modern Mississippi. In 
1800, the non-Indian population of this region was 733 white 
and 51" non-white residents (Ball 1882, 178). After the 
organi::ation of the Mississippi Territory, American 
immigration into the region was rapid. By 1810, a 
territorially much smaller Washington County contained 2,000 
whites (Ball 1992, 179). Sixteen counties in Mississippi 
and 29 co,unties in Alabama have been subsequently formed, in 
part Ol~ in whole, from the original area of this county 
(Wadde:.l and Brown 1989a, Preface; see Map Supplement) . 
Mobile and southern Baldwin Counties, lying south of 
Washinqton, were not included in the Mississippi Territory, 
but retnained within Spanish Florida until 1813 (Waddell and 
Brown 1989b, Preface; see Map Supplement; Ball 1882, 178-
179) . 

U.S./Cl1~:taw Treaties. 1786-1830. 3 The United States and 
the Choctaws signed nine treaties during the half-century 
from 1'786 to 1830. The first treaty between the Government 
of the UIlited States and the Choctaws was made at Hopewell. 
in South Carolina, in 1786. In this treaty the two parties 
pledgeci to maintain peace, defined the boundaries of Choctaw 
lands as had been done in the British treaty of 1765, and 
acknowledlged that Choctaw lands were to be under the 
protec1:icln of the United States (U. S. Statutes 1786; Debo 
1.934, :~2; Cotterill 1.954, 68). The remaining treaties ceded 
about :23.4 million acres of Choctaw lands in Mississippi and 
southwtast,ern Alabama to the United States (Ferguson 1985. 
214, 217-218). In contrast to the general movement of 
Americ,!ln settlers from east to west, the lands acquired by 
the UnitE!d States from the Choctaws in these treaties began 
in 1801 em the southwestern corner of Choctaw territory and 
generall}r moved in stages to the north along the eastern 
bank oE the Mississippi River and to the east into the 
interi':J'r of the state of Mississippi. For a map of Choctaw 
cessio:;],s, 1801-1830, see Guice (Guice 1985, 166; see Map 

3 t-lUc:h of the material in this subsection first appeared In :he 
BAR his\:l:>rical technical report on the Jena Band of Choctaw (Oct~ber 
1994, a'Ti!ilable on request from BAR/BIA) , 
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Supplen~nt); for a chart of the treaties, see Wells (Wells 
1985, 196). Finally, by the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek 
in 183(, the Choctaws ceded the last of their lands and 
agreed t.o remove to lands they had acquired from the 
Governmf:nt in what would become the Indian Territory (see 
DeRosien:' 1970, map at p. 29; Royce 1900 I plate for 
MissisEl ippi I cessions #43 I 61, 115, 156). 

The TrE~aty of Fort Adams of 1801 reaffirmed the previous 
boundary between the Choctaws and Britain. By doing so, the 
Chocta,"s ceded their claim to lands lying west of that line, 
east 0:: the Mississippi River, and south of the Yazoo River. 
This amou.nted to more than 2 1/2 million acres in the 
southwf~stern corner of Mississippi (Guice 1985, 167). In 
additicm, the Choctaws consented to the opening of a wagon 
road t;lrclugh their territory (U.S. Statutes 1801; Debo 1934, 
34; De::~os:iei 1970, 29; Ferguson 1985, 215). In 1802, at 
Fort C:mf:ederation, a treaty formalized the southern Choctaw 
boundary between the Chicakasawhay and Tombigbee rivers, 
along 3, line drawn earlier by the British (Guice 1985, 167). 
In 1803, at Hoe Buckintoopa, the treaty clarified the Fort 
Confede!rcltion line and the Choctaw ceded 853,760 acres 
between the Tombigbee and Chickasawhay rivers, north of 
Mobile (l?erguson 1985, 215; Guice 1985, 167; Wells 1985, 
194) . 

By the Treaty of Mount Dexter, signed in 1805 (but not 
ratified until 1808), the Choctaws ceded to the United 
States a large strip of land containing more than 5 million 
acres (llong their southern boundary I surrounding the Hoe 
Buckir~oopa cession on the north and west (U.S. Statutes 
1805; Debo 1934, 34; Cotterill 1954, 149; DeRosier 1970, 31-
32; FE!:cguson 1985, 218; Wells 1985, 194). The Choctaws 
ceded j~abama lands on the eastern edge of their territory 
by the Treaty of Fort St. Stephens in 1816 (U.S. Statutes 
1816; ,'Ferguson 1985, 218; Guice 1985 I 166). 

By 18:L8, a committee of the United States Congress 
recognized that portions of the Choctaw tribe had "gradually 
emigrClte:d to the west, and formed considerable settlements 
for h11nt,ing, and even for agricultural purposes," on public 
lands wi.thin the Louisiana Purchase.· The committee 
conte::lded that this was "in direct violation of the treaty 
of Hop ellre 1 1 , n and reported a bill to prohibit Choctaw 
emigr.!Jtion and settlement on the public lands west' of the 
Mississippi until the Choctaws should make a treaty to 
acquir'e such western lands in exchange for a cession of 
their IclOds in Mississippi. Such a treaty would never be 
obtair.leci, the committee feared, "so long as the Choctaw 
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tribe of Indians are permitted to live and hunt on the lands 
of the United States west of the Mississippi .... " (U.S. 
House J.:2/1/1818, 180-181). Andrew Jackson, one of the 
corranisslioners appointed by the president to negotiate such a 
treaty l~ith the Choctaws, proposed telling them that a bill 
had beE!n reported in Congress "to enforce the return of that 
part of the [Choctaw] nation which had settled west" of the 
Mississ:ippi River, and predicting that if they declined to 
move tel the western lands selected for them by the United 
States t:hose lands would be settled by whites, sold by the 
Governmf~nt, and forever lost by the Choctaws (Jackson 
4/22/H19, 229). 

By the Tr,eaty of Doak's Stand of 1820, the Choctaws ceded to 
the Uni t:ed States 5.2 million acres of land in Mississippi 
in exct..ansre for about 13 million acres of land in what is 
now so,", thlern Oklahoma. The lands in Mississippi ceded by 
the Chcc:tiaws represented the southwestern portion of their 
remaining territory (U.S. Statutes 1820; Debo 1934, 49; 
Cotteri:.l 1954, 209; DeRosier 1970, 58-68; Ferguson 1985, 
217-219). This was the first treaty which contained 
provisions for removing the Choctaws to the West, and it 
provided Ithem with all of the land they would ever recel',:e 
in Indicln Territory (DeRosier 1970, 69; Ferguson 1985, 219) 
The Chcc:ta.ws, however, did not voluntarily move to the new 
territcl:Y. The new agent appointed for the Choctaws west :f 
the Missilssippi reported in 1828 that he believed that at 
most 50 Choctaws had settled in their new territory. Cnly 
eight Choctaws actually had reported to the agent (McC:e::an 
9/28/18~~8, 753, and McKenney 11/20/1828, 790). 

The removal treaty of 1830 was negotiated soon after 
Congress; passed a general Indian Removal Act and the 
Mississippi legislature passed legislation to extend lts 
laws OVE~r the Choctaws and to abolish their tribal 
governmEmts (Wright 1928, 106; Debo 1934, 51; Cotterill 
1954, 239). The negotiators stressed that the president 
would nc)t protect the Choctaws from the enforcement of it .. ~. 
laws if they chose to remain in Mississippi, By the Tre.t, 
of Dancj.n~:J Rabbit Creek, the Choctaws ceded "the entire 
country they own and possess, east of the Mississippi R ~ 'I@r· 

and agrE!eci "to move beyond the Mississippi River" to the 
lands they had acquired by the' treaty of 1820. What was ~.ew 
with thE! treaty of 1830 was that the United States now 
agreed to grant these western lands to the Choctaw Natlon In 
fee simplE!, and to pledge that no state or territory would 
have thE! right to pass laws which would apply to the Choct.w 
Nation. The United States agreed to remove the Choctaw. to 
the West ctt Federal expense over the period from 1831 to 
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1833. Choctaw consent to the treaty appeared to be won by 
the late addition of Article 14, which provided that Choctaw 
individ'l.:.cils would be permitted to remain in Mississippi, to 
receive c:me section of land, and to become citizens of the 
state (ll~. Statutes 1830, Art. 14; Wright 1928, 104, 109; 
Foreman 1932, 26-29; Debo 1934, 54-55; DeRosier 1970, 119-
126 i FeJ:'3\lson 1985, 217, 220-225). 

Some Chc)ctaws emigrated to the West on their own, and the 
Governm'~nt. encouraged this by approving, in 1831, a 
"conunut,!t:i.on" plan which pledged to pay $10 upon arrival in 
the Wesc to each Choctaw who removed at his own expense 
(Wright 1928, 107-110). The Choctaw removal parties 
organized by the Government departed from Vicksburg and 
Memphis in the fall of 1831, 1832, and 1833. Although the 
removal!:l mandated by the treaty of 1830 carne to an end in 
1834, Choctaws continued to move from Mississippi to Indian 
TerritcL~ during the remainder of the 19th century. Some 
emigratE!d as individuals or in small groups, but the Federal 
Governmf:!nt again organized removal parties in the mid-
1840's. About 5,000 Choctaws were removed during the four 
years f:rom 1844 to 1847. Several hundred Choctaws emigrated 
annual~.y for the next several years, and a few hundred more 
left during the early 1850's (Foreman 1932, 103-104 and 101 
n.38; Debo 1934, 70-71. 

Pree P"arllona of Color (African Descent) in Southern Alabaaa. 
Not all non-Whites in early Alabama were American Indian. 
Several n~jor studies have analyzed the pOSition of free 
persons: of color of African descent in antebellum Alabama 
The picmeering effort of Gary B. Mills for "Anglo" Alabama 
(Mills 1981)4 has been followed by the dissertation of one 
of Mills' students on free Negroes in Mobile County 
(Nordn~lruo 1990) and Lois Gould's dissertation on free women 
of col c)r in the Gulf ports (Gould 1991) . 

Nordmcu:m has documented extensively the development in 
MobilE~ County, from colonial French and Spanish origins. ~ t 
a significant group of non-white families who are ordinacl:.,. 
described as "Creoles of color" or, occasionally, simpl, .:is 
"Creoles." The primary family names were Chastang, Andry. 
Dubroca, Brue (Broux), and Collins (Nordmann 1990, Chapter 
1). rnformation on several of these families is also 

• M:ills defined "Anglo" Alabama as being all bue modern Bald,,:!,. 
and Mcbile Counties .. That is, "Anglo" Alabama comprised the area ~! ''':~ 
state in which the early European settlers were primarily of Brit ~sr. ~:-.d 
U.S. crigin, rather than colonial French or Spanish (Mills 1981. :7 

18 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 41 of 186 



Technical Report -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

summari .:ecl in Andrews and Higgins' Creole Mobile. A 
Compend1.utn of the Colonial Families of the Central Gulf 
Coast 1:'02-1813 (Andrews and Higgins 1974). 

Because o:E the colonial origins of this group, they were 
exempt fr(::>m many provisions of Alabama law which otherwise 
applied t(::> "free negroes" and "mulattoes." For example, the 
1822 Alab.ama law which forbade "free negroes" and 
"mulattoes" from selling liquor stated, "Provided, That this 
act shall not affect any free negro, mulatto, or other 
person, who, by the treaty between the United States and 
Spain, bel:ame citizens of the United States, or the 
descendants of any such person" (Toulmin 1823, 643). It was 
again dE~tl~rmined in 1828 by the Alabama General Assembly 
that thE~ :families whom historians designate as "Creoles of 
color". in Mobile County and Baldwin County were "protected 
by the l ... ouisiana purchase Treaty of 1803, , that had 
guarantE!ed to free residents of Louisiana and their 
descenc'.an'ts the rights, privileges, and immunities of 
citizer..f; I::>f the United States'" (Nordmann 1990, 37). As an 
example o:f the effects of this exemption, Mobile County, 
during t:hle 1850' s, supported public schools for the Creole 
of coler I::ommunity (Nordmann 1990) . 

This oI':Lginal group, during the 1820' s, was supplemented by 
new ema,.Ilcipations, as approved by the Alabama General 
Assembly,!> and by free persons of color who migrated of 
their CI\m accord to the Mobile area (Nordmann 1990, 60). 
After 11331, it became more difficult to emancipate slaves in 
Alabamai" ,and Alabama laws pertaining to free persons of 
color bE~c,ame more restrictive, as was generally the case 
across the south because of the impact of Nat Turner's 
rebellil)n (see Shelly ~971). For example, on February 2, 
1839, t.he Alabama General Assembly passed "An Act The [~l 
more ef::ectual to prohibit free negroes and persons of color 
from enl:ering into and remaining in this State" (Acts of 
Alabamaib 1938, 134-136). Although aimed primarily at sailors 
and mariners arriving in Alabama ports, the Act contained 
the twe. following provisions: 

SEH:. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
bE! lawful for any person to seize and make a slave 

.(n 1823, Toulmin summarized 13 emancipation acts that had been 
approved since establishment of Alabama Territory in 1818, covering 42 
indi vidua,ls (Toulmin 1823, 642). During the 1829 session, the Alabama 
General ~~sembly approved 28 separate emancipation acta, pertaining to 
52 indivi.dual slaves (Acts of Alabama 1830, 36-38). 
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for life to his own use any free person of color 
whc) may have come into the State of Alabama, since 
thE! first day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-two: Provided, that this 
section shall not take effect until the first day 
of August next (Acts of Alabama 1838, 136). 

The impact of this provision was to create, as an exempt 
class ~r:ithin the law, and, therefore, as another distinct 
class, not only descendants of the Creole of color families 
who had been in Alabama in 1803, but also those free persons 
of color who were resident in Alabama prior to February 1, 
1832, (end, by implication, their descendants born in the 
state. The petitioner's Reed and Weaver/Byrd ancestors 
genera::.ly fell within this second exempt category.' 

After f:he Civil war, Alabama laws defining what made a 
person ncm-white continued to become more restrictive, 
al thou'3h the "one drop" theory' was not placed into law 
until 1927 (see below) . 

As a re:sult of the legal definitions, the handling of 
"Creole:s" and other free persons of color in the county 
records is not consistent. Before the Civil War, free 
personEl ()f color were listed in the "white" marriage records 
in Mobile County. After 1865, Mobile County maintained 
separate marriage license files for "white" and "colored." 
Althou9h some members of these Creole families are listed in 
the "coll::>red" books, others continued to be listed in the 
"white" books, with no definable pattern emerging. 

The tnC(j or distinction between Mobile County, Alabama's, 
"CreoJ.l!s of color" and the petitioner's core ancestral 
familj.l!s appears to have been that the primary ancestry of 
the MHC was "Anglo" rather than French or Spanish colonial, 
and that the MBC ancestors' religious affiliation was 

It is well to continually bear in mind Mills' caution that many 
discussions of such discriminatory statutes make "little or no attempt . 
. . to determine the extent to which these statutes were enforced or :he 
effect that they had on individual lives" (Mills 1981, 18 npte 7) . 

TJ:le "one drop theory" is verbal shorthand for the concept that 
any arr'Clun.t of African ancestry, no matter how small, perpetually 
classifie,d the. individual or family as non-white within the context of 
the se~rre~gation system. 
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ordinarily Protestant rather than Catholic.' Although 
there lI.'ere some other connections between the colonial 
Creole oj: color families and the petitioner's core ancestral 
familie~s,. the maj or Creole connection of MBC ancestors in 
the 19t.h century came through Jerome Chastang, a son of 
Cecile WE~atherford born prior to her marriage to David 
Weaver, \~ho seems to have functioned more in association 
with his Weaver half-siblings than with his paternal 
Chastang relatives.' Only one other MBC/Creole of color 
marriasre" that of Robert Weaver to Annette Chastang, has 
been identified in the antebellum period, but members of 
these CrE~ole of color families served as baptismal sponsors 
for chilciren of both David and Cecile Weaver and James and 
Margaret Weaver (Mobile Cathedral 1838-1846). 

Terminc)lc)gy. In popular published literature (Carmer 1934), 
academic studies pertaining to the petitioner (Murphy 1935; 
Green 1941; Gilbert 1946; Gilbert 1949; Price 1950; Beale 
1972; Griessman 1975), and newspaper accounts (Birmingham 
~ 196'7), the group has frequently been denominated by the 
term "Ca:jan" (also spelled "Cajun"). The term was used by 
the lccal non-MBC population to describe the group 
(Washing1ton County Board of Education 1929). Members of the 
petiticml~r regard the term as derogatory. It has been used 
in this Technical Report only in quotations and where 
necessary' in analysis of source materials that used it. 

Develq;ml,ent and Usage of the Term "Cajan. " The term "Cajan" 
as uSE'cito describe the petitioner's ancestors seems to have 
been a~ artificial one, developed in the second half of the 
ninetE'E~nth century to distinguish them both from the 
Catholic Creoles of color in Mobile and Baldwin Counties, 
Alaban~i, and from the population of emancipated slaves 
(Green 1941, 8). No contemporary documentation was 

However, in the pre-Civil War period, the children of David and 
Cecile iiecLver were baptized as Catholics (Mobile Cathedral 1838 -1846) . 

Jerome's actual place within the larger Chastang family 
constellat:ion has not been clearly documented. The petition states that 
the ·Sclflt4!mg" Chastang whom Jerome Chastang claimed as his father or. hlS 
Guion ~'I:lller Eastern Cherokee Funds application was "Edward Saustlene 
Chastan~~," son of Dr. John Chastang (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 17-18). 
Edward [~nq] Chastang, son of Dr. John Chastang and Louison, a free 
Negro. left a will which was probated on November 18. 1843. ·It left hlS 
entire property to his eight children by Celeste Collin, a member of 
another fl~ee Creole of color family (Andrews 1992b, 180). Andrews 
points C)ut that the petition narrative. at this point, had generatlons 
confUSE~(i and asserted chronological impossibilities (Andrews 1992b, 
180) . 
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presented 1:0 indicate the term's earliest use. According to 
oral tradition, Alabama State Senator, L.W. McRae aSSigned 
the namE: to the group, who were among his constituents, 
about H,8S (Green 1941, 8; Price 1951, 55). This would be 
approxin~tely the date of the first miscegenation case 
affectiw~ the Reed family. 

The sim:Lla.rity of "Cajan" to the Louisiana usage of "Cajun" 
has upon c,ccasion resulted in the assumption that this group 
was of Aca.dian ancestry (cf. Alabama School Journal, April 
1931 in MOWA Pet. 1988, EX.). In 1934, local tradition, as 
reporte,j t:o writer Carl Carmer, was that Daniel Reed, "had a 
big tamily 0' sons and daughters an' they all looked white 
an' they' all married white. Reckon one of 'em married 
French sIn' that was where the name Cajan come from" (Carmer 
1934, 2~i9). 

Other t~Janinology. It is necessary to be cautious in using 
early c,()cuments to identify the ethnicity of an individual 
or a fc.tnily. However, researchers familiar with the process 
have dE!veloped certain criteria. Gary B. Mills writes: 

By 1870, census officials had developed reasonably 
precise criteria for denoting common ethnicities 
0:: that era. Marshals were instructed to label 
individuals White (W), Black (B), Mulatto (M), 
Clinese (C), or Indian (I); and they were 
c~utioned: "Be particularly careful in reporting 
tae class Mulatto. The word here is generic, and 
ir..cludes quadroons, octoroons, and all persons 
having any perceptible trace of African blood. 
Impc)rtant scientific results depend upon the 
correct determination of this class." On the 
IE~s:s-specific pre-1850 forms, individuals who were 
r:,()t perceptibly whi te had been grouped into a 
~j'E~nleral category whose label varied from !'all 
clt:h'er free persons except Indians not taxed" 
11800) to "free colored persons" (1840) (Mills 
1'990,263). 

On thE! early censuses, many well known Indian and mixed 
Indiall-~'hite fam~lies were classed as "white" rather than as 
"free persons of color," but the categories were by no means 
unifo'rm. In the 1816 census of Monroe County, Alabama, for 
example, the Creek households of John Weatherford, William 
HollingE!r, and David Tate were classified as "white" (Monroe 
Counti', Alabama 1816 Census 1967, 193, 195). On the same 
census, however, the Creek family of George Stiggins was 
classified as "free persons of color" (Monroe County, 
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Alabanlii 1816 Census 1967, 193). On the 1830 census of 
MonrOE! County, the Creek household headed by John 
WeathE!:r:ford was classified as "white" (U. S. Census 1830a, 
54), \A/bile the Creek households of Mary Weatherford and 
Susannah Sizemore, among others, were classified as "free 
persons of color" (U.S. Census 1830c, 55). 

BecauSH~ of this inconsistency, Mills emphasizes the 
necessiity of not relying upon individual records, but 
determining the question of ethnicity upon the basis of a 
broad range of documents: 

lIllY assumption of ethnicity on the basis of census 
cl.ita from a single year (or any other single 
clocument) may err. Determining the ethnic 
iljentity of any family labeled free people of 
color (or f.p.c.) on any record invariably 
rt~quires exhaustive research in the widest­
pt;)ssible variety of resources. This is especially 
f.t;) when treating the large number of southeastern 
f,~milies who traditionally paint their family tree 
D:d rather than black (Mills 1990, 264).10 

Mills t:mphasized that no known Federal or state census 
authorized the use of the term "mulatto" for Indians, 
alth01.ll:Jh the census term "free person of color" did include 
Indians as well as persons of African ancestry (Mills 1990. 
265) . 

~:~he occasional genealogical assertion that ~ 
c:·ertain family labeled M on a census was actually 
of Indian extraction almost invariably represents 
Cl case of mixed Indian-Negro ancestry or one in 
\lhich the modern descendant belongs to today's 
j:ast-growing Wanna-be tribe (Mills 1990, 265). 

BIA policy in matters of Federal acknowledgment is that 
partial non-Indian heritage, of any ethnicity, is not a b.H 
to aclmo1wledgment as an Indian tribe if the petitioner can 
demonntrate that the non-Indians joined, by marriage or 
adopt:lon, an Indian tribe which has existed continuous 1 y 
since first sustained contact with non-Indians. 

10 On this issue, see also Mills' statement that, ·Only by 
claimillt; 1:0 be of Indian, rather than Negro, ancestry were many 1 ~ ~r.· 
skinnecl free Negroes able to move out of black society· (Mills 198:. ,~ 
note 3") . 
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DevelopllElent of Alabama Miscegenation and School Segregation 
Law., l.2;5:2-l.927. A prerequisite for understanding the 
development of any southern ethnic group whose ancestry 
includes antebellum free persons of color requires an 
understclncHng of the legal conditions which prevailed at 
various time periods and the social relations which 
resulteci, in part, from the legal status. Understanding 
these circumstances makes it possible to comprehend the 
motives; which led the members of such groups to claim Indian 
rather than African ancestry or, in cases where both 
componE!J:'lts were present, to emphasize the Indian rather than 
the Af]~ican ancestry. 

Prior to the Civil War, the restrictions which Alabama 
placed upon free persons of color were by no means uniform. 
Neithe::. w'ere they logically consistent. Over a period of 
approxirna.tely 80 years, from 1852 to 1927, there was in 
Alabama a steady movement to a stricter legal definition of 
what m3de! a person "Negro." After the Civil War, Alabama 
law was clpparently interpreted to mean that prohibitions 
against interracial marriage applied to persons of African 
descent., but not to persons of Indian descent. The earllest 
record oj: possible Choctaw ancestry for Rose (Gaines) Reed 
took plac:e in the context of a trial in which a white man 
was acc:used of miscegenation for having married one of her 
granddclu~~hters . 

The de',elopment of the Alabama legal system pertaining to 
interrCicial marriage, as it impacted upon the self­
definition of the petitioner's ancestors, may be broken do'tffl 
into fl,ur primary periods: prior to 1852 i frOtt\ 1852 through 
1896; from 1896 through 1927; and from 1927 until the C1Vll 
RightB m.ovement. 

Befort:....l~. . By the ~830' s, the law of Alabama held that. 

Negroes, mulattoes, Indians, and all persons of 
1l1iJj:ed blood, descended from Negro or Indian 
ancestors, to the third generation inclusive, 
t.hc)ugh one ancestor of each generation may have 
tleen a white person, whether bond or free, must 
not: be witness in any cause, civil or criminal, 
E~X(:ept for or against each other (Mills 1981, 30 
Il01:e 35) • 

DuriI1.~J the same period, however, the law codes of Alabama 
did r..ot prohibit interracial marriages: the marriage cod •• 
of lE'()5 and 1833 "authorized designated officials to 
'SOlE!tnnize the rites of matrimony between any free person.' 
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who presented a license" (Mills 1981, 18). In other words, 
prior t() 1852, the classification of persons in Alabama as 
"mulatt:)," with the accompanying restrictions, extended to 
persons who were in the "third generation" from any person 
of full y' Jlfrican ancestry, even though the other parent in 
each generation was white. ll A classification as "mulatto" 
did not, however, prohibit a free person of color from 
marryinsr cl white person. 

In 1941, Clatis Green in his thesis on education in 
Washingt.on County, Alabama, stated that, 

The! descendants of Rose and Daniel Reed, 
especially the descendants of the daughters, have 
never classed themselves as Negroes or even of 
colored blood. This fact might be attributed to 
the lack of strict laws dealing with miscegenation 
at that time. In 1830, the statutes classed 
Mulat:tos as one-half white and one-half black. 
[A~~; of Alabama Legislature 1830] i thus we find 
them neither white nor black (Green 1941, 20). 

1852 -18.S!.2.. Clatis Green stated that: 

ThE! legislature in 1852 changed this code, 
extending the term, Mulatto, to the fourth 
genelration from Negro blood [Acts of Alabama 
~SUJ?lature, 1852], and persons of this blood were 
permitted to marry whites (Green 1941, 20). 

In fact, ciS Gary B. Mills pointed out, although the 1852 
Code of_Alabama did attempt to restrict interracial 
marria9E~s, it neither prohibited nor invalidated them. 

Ante]::>ellum Alabama did not actually outlaw 
inte:rnlarriage between black and white or slave and 
fXE!e. An attempt was made in 1852 to prevent 
ad.ciilt.ional marriages of this type by a legislative 
act: 't.hat fined officials who knowingly performed 
thf!m, but under that law a marriage, once it 
occ:u:rred, would not be declared invalid (Mills 
1590, 277 note 27) . 

11 l .... ~:., African ancestor; 1st generation - child ("mulatto' \; 2nd 
generati~n • grandchild ("quadroon") i 3rd generation • great-grandc~~:d 
("octoro~n") . 
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In other ~l1ords, from 1852 through 1896 in Alabama, persons 
with onE~-:3ixteenth or less African ancestry were legally 
permittE~d to marry whites, without restrictions, while 
marriages between whites and persons of more than one-eighth 
or more African ancestry were not invalid after they had 
taken ~>lace. This is the legal context in which the 
miscege.~l1ation trial of John Goodman for marrying Virginia 
Reed tClc)k place about 1885 in washington County, Alabama. 
It is difficult to comprehend the charge against Goodman, 
since under the 1852 code, a fine was imposed upon officials 
who perEormed interracial marriages, but no penalty was 
imposed upon the contracting parties (Mills 1981, 19). 

1896-1~~27. Green's thesis continued by saying that, 

A9ain in 1896, this statute was amended extending 
[the definition of Negro] through to the fifth 
glmeration (Acts of Alabama Legislature 1896] 
(Gre~en 1941, 21). 

In othf:!r words, in Alabama from 1896 through 1927, persons 
with one-thirty/second (1/32) or less African ancestry were 
still legally defined as white. In practice, in addition to 
being 3 ~~alification for marriage with whites, this 
definition extended also to other aspects of legal status. 
such as attendance at white schools. 

1927-1S'£L:.s.. The "one-drop rule," or insistence that any 
amount oj: African ancestry I no matter how small, classified 
a descemdant forever as Negro under the system of 
segregcLtion, was not placed into the law of Alabama until 
after World War I--not until 1927. Green writes: 

In 1927 the Alabama Legislature changed the term, 
~iulatto, to mean anyone of Negro. blood or person 
cf color who is a descendant of a Negro ancestor 
I"E:!gardless of the number of generations removed 
IJ~ts of Alabama Legislature 1927]. Therefore, it 
il; noticeable that the laws of Alabama pertaining 
t.(:;, the races are more strictly construed with 
~I1Jcceeding generations (Green 1941, 21). 

This J.927 change of the statute was followed by several 
lawsu:.ts in the early 1930' s, directed at the school systems 
of Wauhington County and Mobile County, Alabama, pertaining 
primarily to the right of children from MBC ancestral 
famil: .. es to continue attending white schools. In at least 
one case~ in Washington County, students who started school 
under the pre-1927 law were refused the right to graduate 
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under tbe 1927 law (Washington County News, April 3, 1930) 
The gene~alogical material collected by Aubrey D. Price 
(Price c. 1935), and submitted by the petitioner, was 
collectE!d by the investigator primarily as the result of an 
attempt ma.de by the Mobile County, Alabama, school system to 
ferret oUit those children whose families, accepted as white 
for the P,:lst several generations, were now to be excluded 
from tt,E! 1i17hite segregated school system on the grounds that 
they ha,ci ,:l limited amount of African ancestry (MOWA Pet. 
1988, E::lC Mobile County Schools File; Aubrey D. Price File) . 

WHO WERE THE MBC ANCESTORS? 

The fir~l section of this report consists of an analysis of 
numerOL.:; claims to Indian ancestry made by the petitioner. 
The pet.ition states that: 

Se!veral early progenitors--Juzan,ll Hollinger, 13 

12 See further discussion below. in the section on the Treaty :t 
Danc ing Rat,bi t Creek. 

13 J~dclm Hollinger, in addition to his family by his non-Indla~ 
wife. Marie~ Josephine Juzan. had a "half breed son," named William 
Hollinger. mentioned in an 1808 deed of gift (Washington County. 
MiSSissippi Territory 1808). However, the petition does not cia.", '-.j 

son as a progenitor. The daughter whom it claims, Caroline (Hol:.-~(": 
Orso Mortgclmery, had no American Indian ancestry. 

Tt,E! non-Indian Alexander Hollinger, who was named as a son :! 4~S'" 
Hollinger i,n 1808, was lli2.t the same man as the part-Indim Alexand~: 
Hollinger clf Baldwin County. Alabama, who was the first husband ~t t 

second. different, woman named Caroline (Orso) Hollinger (see char''; " 
the end of this Technical Report. for further discussion). The He •. ,' ~~: 
family "'as socially prominent and well-documented. Alexander Ho: ~." Jr: 
son of J.ciam Hollinger, appeared on the 1850 census of Mobile Coun~,. 
Alabama, age 57, with a second wife named Tabitha [nee Tabitha Mcx:­
and family .. Tabitha was non-Indlan. The petitioner does not des --1 
through l:his line. 

!'lLI! 1:ollowing analysis is complex, but accurate: 
(u) Caroline (Hollinger) Orso Montgomery did have a son na- .. l 

Zeno Orso, Jr .. who was born by 1813, who married Mar', 
and who lived in Mobile and Washington Counties, Alac~-4 
Mary Cupp was probably a granddaughter of Willis ~hndr-s· 
(not William Windham). as claimed in the petition. but· .p. 
is no evidence that Willis Windham was Indian--census 
records indicate that he was born in Virginia: 

0») the Gilbert Orso who first appeared on the census reccr1 
Washington County. Alabama, in 1880, never appeared .1 t 

child in the earlier census records of the family of Zf'~,: 
Orso, Jr. and Mary Cupp. Since they were always enum~: t·~1 
as white, while Gilbert Orso and his family were always 
enumerated as either mulatto or black, it is not protat:f' 
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Mc:Gillivray, Colbert, H Frazier, lS Coleu and 
Bl:iishears17 

- -are reflected primarily through 

that he was a child of this family: his origin is not 
known; 

(c) the Caroline Hollinger who divorced a part-Indian man named 
Alexander Hollinger, of Baldwin County, in Mobile County, 
Alabama, in 1859, aay, on the basis of age and proximity, be 
the daughter Caroline who appeared with Zeno Orso, Jr. and 
his wife Mary (Cupp) Orso on the 1850 census. The divorce 
papers stated specifically that she had no children by 
Alexander Hollinger. She also .. y be the Caroline Orso who 
later, according to the petition, married first Milton 
Echols and then Joseph Platt, and was the mother of Charles 
Echols who married Alabama Reed, daughter of George and 
Ellen Brittania (Weaver) Reed in 1884; 

(Ii) however, for a claim for additional American Indian ancestry 
for the petitioner, it makes no difference whether Caroline 
(Orso?) Echols was, or was not, a daughter of Zeno Orso, for 
the Orso family had no documented American Indian lineage-­
not from the Orsos, not from the Hollingers, not from the 
Juzans, not from the Cupps, and not from the Windhams (see 
further discussion of these lines in the charts at the e~d 
of this Technical Report) . 

14 The petition claims that George Reed, son of Daniel and Rose 
Reed, he.d a second wife, Maria "Colbert," born 1819, the daughter ;;! 
Thomas Stewart Colbert and Viola (Vann) Colbert of the well-known 
ChickallLW Colbert family (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 62; 62 note 20), ar.::1 
great-s;randdaughter of William Colbert. However, Thomas Stuart/Stew":!:' 
Colbert is: not known to have had a daughter Maria. 

l.evi. Colbert, of the Alabama Colbert family, had a daughter ~~: ,1 

howeveI' dc)cumentation submitted by the petitioner proves she marr: e-:1 
Joel Kmnp, had Kemp children, and died in Oklahoma after 1846 (Mar~ .. ":. 
n . d ., t:'17). 

::he documents all say that the Colberts moved west to OklahclM t·, 
the 18!il)' lL The Chickasaw were primarily a northern Alabama tribe 
None Ol: the Chickasaw Colbert f ami ly were known to have been in t ~p t: - 1 
of washin!~ton or Mobile Counties, Alabama. 

!5 The Frazier claim apparently refers to Charles Frazier, 
interp:-eter for the Choctaw Factory at St. Stephens, Washington c~ " .. 
Alabaml OltOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 12). He has not been documented as I 

ancest'~r lof any nineteenth-century MOWA family. The first Fraz le!" .' .' 

as marrying into the community was Irene Fraizer [~J Lofton, bel-
lS. 1893 (Washington County Historical Society 1989, 232). Ther~,~ , 
gap of 80 years between the appearance of Charles Frazier in the 
documents and the birth of Irene Fraizer. 

14 See discussion of this claim in the body of the report. ~r.d~l 
the Reed family. 

I" The petition states that the MOWA descend from Turner 
Brasheclrs:, who "had mixed blood families among the Creeks and the 
Choctetfs" through a s'on Samuel Brashears who married Rachel Durant. 
daught f~r of Benj amin Durant and Sophia McGillivray (MOWA Pet. Narr, 
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f,,=tnCLle lines, resulting in the loss of their 
s'Jrnames. 1I Reed, Weaver, Rivers and Byrd are 
t:l,e surnames that have survived the passage of 
g=ne~rations and represent the four maj or kinship 
gr'oups (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 30). 

.- .------.. 

However', BAR research disproved most of the Indian ancestry 
claime':!. em these "female lines," and could not confirm the 
retnCLin:J,er except for those which came through the Brashears 
family (see the "Families with Documented American Indian 
Lineage!" section of this Technical Report and the charts in 
the fir.lal section of this Technical Report). The present 
section presents a study of the core MBC families, the 
"major" ancestral families claimed by the petitioner, 
attempt.ing to weigh the documentation pertaining to their 
ancestIY and the circumstances of their original residence 
in sout.h~iestern AlabatnCL. 

Reed FIlIlU:Lly. 

Petitir;m Claims. 
couple is defined 
Rose, whose birth 
white interpreter 

According to the petition, one ancestral 
as Daniel Reed (half Creek) and his wife 
date is given as 1797, the daughter of the 
Young Gainesu and a Yowanni Choctaw 

1988, 20), and who, along with his in-laws, petitioned President Madison 
in 1815 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 26-27; 27 note 8). 

. In 1815, Samuel and Alexander Brashears petitioned the United 
States 80vernment, as Creek. (NARS RG 75, Microfilm Series 271, Roll 1, 
May 29, 1815). Later, Alexander Brashears is mentioned in the Amer:;an 
State P2~~ (ASf, Public Lands, 1528) as one of those Choctaw who 
"wished to become citizens" under the act of 24 August 1831. He was 
describe,d as "Indian, half breed" with five children under 10 and t .... o 
childrer. over 10. In 1833, he was still living in Sumter County, 
Alabama, but he.had moved to Mobile County, Alabama, by 1846 (Guion 
Miller Application 1908, #9576, Emeline Jane Smith). In 18S0, he was 
enumerated on the Federal census in Mobile County, Alabama. See 
additior:Lal diSCUlISion in the body of the Technical Report, in the 
section on MBC families with documented American Indian lineage. 

11 FClr further discussion of the Juzan, Hollinger, and Colbert 
claims, see the charts in the final section of the Technical Report. 
The McGillivray claim comes through either the Durant/Jones line. WhlCh 
cannot tIe verified (see the charts in the final section of the Technl;al 
Report), clr through the Brashears line, which can be verified, but wr'.lch 
does net marry into the petitioning group until after 1880 (see 
discuss ton in the body of the Technical Report). 

19 Yc)ung Gaines was already an inhabitant of the Mobile 
jurisdj c:tj,on on October 10, 1787, when he filed for a Spanish warrant of 
survey foz' 20 acres on the Tombigbee River (American State Papers 
(hereafter cited as AS.,E) 1834b, 622). According to testimony he gave at 
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woman named Kul-il-o-ka (Kachiloke) (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
14, 31). According to the petitioner, oral traditionlO 

maint.air,f:d that. Rose's Choctaw mother moved to Rapides, 
Louisiana. (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 33), but t.hat Rose remained 
in t.he e,are of a slave woman of Young Gaines, from whom 
Daniel Reed purchased her. 

The petit.ion does not address the quest.ion of why, if Rose 
were the: daught.er of a free Choctaw woman, she would have 
been held as a slave and later emancipated. There is no 
documentat:ion for t.he alleged purchase of Rose from Young 
Gaines by Daniel Reed. The date must have been prior to her 
emanci~'Cit.ion in 1818. In 1828, in Perry County, 
Mississ;ippi, Daniel Reed did purchase the freedom of his son 
George (born about 1814 or 1815) from Young Gaines, for 
$525.00. Daniel filed the deed in Washington County, 
Alabama (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File). The price 

a Feder3l land hearing in 1804, Young Gaines was in Alabama in 1788 and 
1789 (ASi 1834b, 6IS). The 1797 Spanish census of the District of San 
Esteban, A.labama did not list him as resident in 1796 (Holmes 1966, 
123) . 

Tile 1803 tax list of Washington County, Mississippi Territ.ory, 
listed Young Gaines as owning 2,400 acres and holding 12 black polls 
[slave~i upon whom he owed t.ax) {Strickland and Strickland 1980,S}. On 
the 18(H tax roll, Young Gaines, Jr. held four slaves, Young Gaines, Sr. 
held 1:1 slaves, and his mother-in-law, Ann Lawrence. held four slaves. 
In addLtion, David Gaines held one slave (Strickland and Strickland 
1980, 5, S). In both years, the Gaines family is listed in proximit.y t.o 
Levin Hainsworth, with whom the Reed family would later be associated 
(Strick.land and Strickland 1980, 5-6). The 1810 census of Washington 
County, Mississippi Territory (now Alabama) listed young Gaines with 
five IIIhit.e males over 21. two white males under 21. one white female 
over ~:., three white females under 21, no free persons of color, and 32 
slave!i (Washington County (Now) Alabama 1967, 126). 

ThE! traditional Story mentioned in the petition about Young 
Gainel;' supposedly hiding treasure "when the Yowanni moved west in 180S" 
(MOWA Pe't. Narr. 1988, 41), may be a ver:;lion of a folklore story about 
the r,yal store-house keeper at St. Stephen's having done so during ~he 
Spanish period, and having been killed before he could reveal the 
location (Holmes 1965, 285, Citing to New Decatur (Ala.) Advertise~, 
JanuaIY 28, 1899). 

~o When the petition cites oral history or oral tradition, it 
freq\lfmtly does not indicate the source. Upon occasion, it refers to 
intel.·viE~WS with specific persons, most of which took place in the 1970' 5 

or l'~BO" s, in connection with preparation of the petition .. The 
peti':ioner did not submit either the oral interview tapes or full 
tran.3criptions of these interviews for BAR use. The Rivers family file 
cont3ins one three-page transcription. Otherwise, citations to "oral 
histc,ry· indic~te that this is a claim made in the petition narrat.l ve, 
unless some-other source is specified in the discussion. 
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repres,'~nted fair market value for a 14 -year-old male slave: 
it was nc)t a token sum. 

The cl,~im of the petition that Young Gaines supposedly sent 
a carriasre to Louisiana to bring back Kul-il-o-ka and her 
childr'~n (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 34) should be considered in 
light <::>f the statement that, "the two regions of white 
settlement [on the Tombigbee and Mississippi rivers) were 
separa:eCl by about one hundred fifty miles of almost 
impene:raLble wilderness, and until· 1813 travel between them 
via th,~ two rivers and the Gulf of Mexico was possible only 
at the sufference of Spain" (Lightner 1967, 188). 

Daniel_~~. 

Peti ti:'n Claims. The MOWA petition states that "according 
to oral history," Elizabeth Reed was the Creek mother of 
Daniel Re!ed (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 17; 35-36), but does not 
footnote the source of the oral history.21 The MOWA 
petiti:m alleges, also on the basis of oral tradition, that 
a ~3SL W. Reed, supposedly the son of Hardy Reed' and a 
Creek ,,1' oman whose maiden name was Elizabeth Tarvin, was the 
brothe (' of Daniel Reed, 22 as were Amos Reed and Squire 
Reed, .:Iut provides no documentation for these assertions, 
and BAR researchers located none (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 17, 
note 38; 39-40; 40 note 48) .23 Neither does the petition 
documen.t that the "Millie" or "Mihee" Reed listed on the 

21 The petition references an interview: "Israel Reed, whose 
grandfa 1:he:r-, Israel Reed, was a former slave who belonged to Daniel 
Reed, sliid that Daniel Reed's mother outlived Daniel and went west on 
the ~l:;m boat" (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988. 36 note 37). However. no 
transcrLpt of the interview was submitted with the petition. The 
reference ,:Hd not indicate when or by whom the interview was done or 
where i'~ w,as available. 

011 the basis of nothing more than an overlapping land claim and 
oral hi:~to:ry, the petition also states that Elizabeth Reed was 
apparen':ly a wife of Pierre Juzan (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 17 and 17 note 
38) • 

33 The documents cited by petltlon as perta1n1ng to this George W. 
Reed (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 39-40) mayor may not all apply to the same 
man, an.i there is no documentation to indicate that the man, or any of 
the men, t'::) whom they pertained was a brother of Daniel Reed. 

23 On the 1816 census of Monroe County, Alabama, George,W. Reed 
was lis:ed as having a household consisting of one white male under 21. 
one whi:e male over 21, one white female over 21, no free persons of 
color,md no slaves (Monroe County, Alabama 1816 Census 1967, 190). A 
Ruben R"~ed was. a·1so listed in this census (Monroe County, Alabama 1816 
Census L967, 193). 
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1829 Cref~k Removal Rolls had any genealogical relationship 
to Danie<L Reed, but says only that the names of her children 
were "similar" to the names that Daniel and Rose Reed gave 
their ciLildren (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 40; 40 note 50) . 
Elsewhen~, the petition suggests that Daniel Reed was 
possibly a descendant of Peter Reed, a non-Indian who was an 
interprf!ter for the British in 1763 (MOWA Pet. Narr .. 1988, 
35), but a.gain provides no documentation for the hypothesis 
present'E!d, nor does it indicate the existence of any known 
filial~el.ationship between Peter Reed and Hardy Reed. The 
petition eLlso presented, but did not document, a claim that 
Daniel R.eE!d was Young Gaines' overseer (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 34:, 41). 

Origins. Daniel Reed's exact date of birth is not known. 
He was certainly of age in 1818 when he emancipated his wife 
Rose, \fhich means that he was unquestionably born before 
1797. As his oldest known child, Judy, was born between 
1805 and 1812 according to the census records (U.S. Census 
1850a; U.S. Census 1860a), it can be estimated that he was 
probabJ.:y born by 1785/1792. However, he may have been 
considE~rably older: tradition stated that he was 77 years 
old at th.e time of his death in 1844 (Green 1941, 13), which 
would place his birth in 1767. 

Daniel Reed's origins are not conclusively documented 
either. His birthplace was variously given as Mississippi 
(1880 Federal census record of a daughter},24 Texas (1900 
Federal census of a son), 2S Mexico (Guion Miller Eastern 
CherOKE!e Applications 1907, 43,606, Alabama (Reed) Echols; 
Guion ~1i:Ller Eastern Cherokee Applications 1907, 41,604. 
wesley R1eed; Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee Applications 
1907, ·ll, 606, Ruben Reed), or, according to one grandson. 
Kentuc:J<y (Guion Miller East.ern Cherokee Application 41.718: 
Seabol:-:Cl Reed, 1907). The petitioner's ancestry chart.s say 

a4 1880 U.S. Census, wasr'.lngton Co .. AL. #3/3: Willis Daugr.e:-·.·.i. 
W, m, '51, farmer, b. AL. fat:'er t. :reland, mother b. AL; Emel .. r:e =: 
f, 45, wife, b. AL, parents b. ~S; Mary. mu. f. 23. dau; John F .. -~. -
21. son; Louisa. mu. f. 15. ::lau; Ida, mu, f, 12, dau; Ella, mu. :. ' 
dau; Belle, mu, f, 5, dau; John Windham. w, m, 80, laborer, b. GA. 
parents b. GA (U.S. Census 188Cb, 141A line 13). 

2" J.900 U.S. Census, washington Co., AL, Precinct 8 Reeds. #<:7 j':. 
Reuber. Reed, B, b. 2-1824, AL, father b. TX, mot:her b. AL; Emma. b. 
1843, Ju., parents b. GA; Rose. b. 12-1864; Needham, b. 2-1867; Mol::l". 
b. 7-l.fj7(); Reuben Jr., b. 3-1874; Dave. b. 4-1876; Wheeler, b. l·::j"~; 
GeorgE!. Il. 2-1881; John, b. 3-1885; Percy, b. 4-1889; Alice, Granddd'.J. 
b. 12··1887 (U.S. Census 1900b. 68Al. 
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that Dcmiel Reed was born in Spanish West Florida, but cite 
no source for this info:nnation. 16 

Non-family tradition pointed to a possible Caribbean or 
Hispanic origin for Daniel Reed. Local oral history 
collect.f~d in 1941 by A.D. Price said he was from Santo 
Domingo (Green 1941, 8) i local tradition reported to Carl 
Carmer in 1934 said he was from Jamaica (Carmer 1934, 250) 
In a 1920 trial in Washington County, Alabama, one of Daniel 
Reed's '3randsons, Reuben P. Reed, testified that: 

Daniel Reed, who was Percy Reed's grandfather, was 
a Spaniard. I never saw him, but Mr. Powell 
Jo.hnson said he was a quarter Spaniard. The Judge 
[j~eferring to the Goodman trial, which took place 
in the 1880's] asked him if he was Spanish he said 
hE~ ought to have been, he lived in Louisiana, 
where there was nothing else for seven years (MOWA 
PE~t. 1988, Ex. Reed File) . 

No docllme!nt submitted by the petitioner which pertains to 
Daniel Re!ed said that he was Indian, or of partial Indian 
ancest::y. Apparently, the first time this claim was made 
was in the MOWA petition itself. None of the possible 
birthplac:es listed on various nineteenth-century documents 
lends '::rE~dence to claims of Creek ancestry for Daniel Reed 

Variou; ~7riters have claimed that Daniel Reed was listed as 
a free<:~ Negro in Toulmin's 1823 Digest of Alabama Laws I ~ or 
exampl,=, Carleton 1992, 254). Clatis Green stat.ed that. 

[t]here is no authority other than tradition that 
Da.niel Reed, the man of color, was of the French 
or' Spanish colonies, but he was constantly 
re!fE~rred to as a ·freed slave from San Domingo. Be 
th.i~; as it may, it is known that he is listed as a 
f r'eE~d Negro in Toulmin' s Digest of Alabama Laws 
[po 642] (Green 1941, 8). 

However, the actual citation in Toulmin says "free negro· 
not "fre_:d Negro" (Toulmin 1823, 642), and no contemporary 

2' A logical hypothesis might be that this supposition was ~d~ 
the basis of the oral tradition that Lemuel Byrd, who is do~umentej ,. 
having served in the Seminole War from Georgia during 1817, sUppCS~1'f 
hanged two of Daniel Reed's brothers, leading to "bad blood" betw~~r. . ~~ 
two men (MOWA Pet. N~rr. 1988, 35 note 33, referring to testimony l. ., .... 

"under :ath" in miscegenation cases, 1920-30). However, the petlt~.n 
never s~ecifically makes this connection. 
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documen.t describing him as either a "freed Negro" or "freed 
slave" hclS been located by BAR researchers. 

Daniel RE~ed "established himself in the southwest corner of 
what is now Washington County, Alabama, about nine miles 
northea.st of Deer Park, Alabama. Here Daniel built a 
double-pen log house and started life in Washington County 
with hi.s wife, Rose, whom he supposedly had purchased from 
the Gai.nE~s" (Green 1941, 9':'10). The date of his arrival is 
not well documented. 27 The 1805 tax roll of Washington 
county, ~1ississippi Territory, shows a Daniel Reed as a free 
male o\'eJ::- 21 (Strickland and Strickland 1980, 23), but it is 
not knCl~l if the entry refers to the MBC ancestor, as there 
were other Reeds in the county as well: Amos Reed in 1805 
and 1808" and John Read in 1813 and 1814 (Strickland and 
Strickland 1980, 16, 40, 77, 86). The petition states that 
Daniel RI2ed and Amos Reed "were listed together" paying 
personall property tax in 1805 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 36), 
but the~i:r names are not adj acent, or even near to one 
another, on the tax list. He was not listed as a head of 
housebold in the 1810 census of Washington County, Alabama. 
However, the county contained five unnamed free persons ot 
color :.iving in five separate white households (Washington 
County (Now) Alabama 1867, 126, 128, 133).21 

Legal l~ecords. A number of legal records and documents have 
been located which chart the life of Daniel Reed after hlS 
set tle~rnent in Washington County, Alabama. These included 
one la.nd purchase in the time period 1817-1820~' and two 

21 R!~pore of the Senate Select Committee 'on Indian Affairs. : ~ 
accompc.ny 5.282, MOtriA Band of Choctaw Indians Recognition Act, 9ta~f" 
"This ~I(lrt:icular community has existed since at least 1800· (U. S 
Senate. Select Committee on Indian Affairs 1993, 1). 

31 ~~e households of George Brown, Muriah McRae, Thomas Mal:rf' 
PriscLla Miles, and Henry Jones (Washington County (Now) AlabalTl4 :'0)' 
126, 1:~13, 133). 

2' R,elinquishmene. Daniel Reed of washington County, under ~':. 
for thl! rl~lief of the purchasers of the Public Lands prior to the :.t 
day of .1uly, 1820; relinquish St. Stephens purchase: Sept. 30. :!Il". 
No. 21111, date Oct. 3·0, 117, 2 1/2 of NE Section 28 Twp 6 Range ~ .. 
Applied t(:l following purchase: 1817 Sept. 30, 2181, 1817 Oct 30. E :' 2 
of NE lH!C1:in 28 Twp 6 range 2 W. signed 15 September 1821, Danul ~ .• X 
mark Rf!,ed (seal), wit. Hiram Morrison for Israel Pickens, Register ~ 
Pet. 1~IB8, Ex. Reed File). 
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others in 1836. 30 He was listed as a free person of color 
in the 1830 and 1840 Federal censuses of Washington County, 
Alabama..3:L In addition to Rose, he emancipated three of 
their I:hildren: Judy and Eliza in 1820; and George in 
1829. 32 The remainder of his children by Rose were 

)0 Land Office--St. Stephens, Ala. No. 7532. June 13, 1836. 
Daniel FtE!ec1 of Washington County, Alabama, purchased South West quarter 
of the ~;()uth West quarter of Section No. Thirty five of Township number 
five in Range number three West containing 39 95 1/2 Acres at the rate 
of One Dollar and Twenty Five Cents per Acre. amounting to Forty nine --
94 Do11cl:=-s (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File; Hahn 1983, 83). 

Lcmd Office, St. Stephens, Ala. October 11th 1836. Daniel Reed 
of Wash:.ngt:on County, Ala., on this day purchased South east quarter of 
the Nort:h E~ast quarter, of Section Number twenty eight of Township 
Number ~;ix in Range Number two. West, 39 90 1/2/100 acres. $49.88 (MOWA 
Pet. 19!113, Ex. Reed File; not referenced in Hahn 1983). 

31 1830 U. S. Census, Washington Co., AL: Daniel Reed, 10 fpoc in 
househo~d (U.S. Census 1830b, 255). 

1!1"0 U.S. Census, Washington Co., AL: Daniel Reed: 1 wm 30-40; 
no whitE! fE!males; fpoc: 3 males under 10, 3 males 10-24; 1 male 55-100; 
3 femalE!:s under 10; 2 females 10-24; 1 female 55-100: 1 female over 100 
(U.S. CI!l~S\.1S 1840b, 275). 

3. All of these emancipation documents, for Rose Reed, Judy a~d 
Eliza RElied, and George Reed, were submitted as exhibits by the 
petitioll,er. 

AN ACT, 
TO AUTHO:U:Z:E THE EMANCIPATION OF CERTAIN SLAVES THEREIN NAMED. 
Be it further enacted that DANIEL REED. a free man of color, of the 
county of 1~ashington, be and he 1S hereby authorized to emancipate 
certain l\lfulatto slaves, Judy and Eliza (Acts of Alabama 1820, 44 I . 

[Washinqton County, Alabama. Deed Book], p. 198: 
Young Giiim~s ) 
To Dani~l Reed) Bill of Sale 
Know all mIen by these presents that I Young Gaines of the County :Jf 
Perry and State of Mississippi in consideration of the Sum of five 
hundred ami Twenty five dollars paid to me by me Daniel Reed of the 
County I)f liiashington and State of Alabama. The receipt whereof I de 
hereby Acknowledge do hereby glve, grant, bargain, Sell and Convey..;:":::: 
said Daniel Reed his son George for the Sum foresaid to have and :: ~:~j 
the Son Ge,orge against the lawfu 11 [~l Claims and demands of all 
persons. I do hereby warrant and defend the said George unto the 5d:j 
Daniel~ee'd against the lawful Cla1ms and demands of person or persons 
to have and to hold as his own right and property. 
Signed Sealed and delivered 
in pres,;mce of Young Gaines (LS) 
Test 
George). Gaines 
James M. Bradley 
Recorde,j the 21st 

) 
) 

September 25th 1828 

day of October 1829. 
Wm Grimes Regr. 
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appareIltly free-born. It is unclear whether one son, 
Baptist or Battease,JJ mentioned in Daniel's will (see 
below) bu.t not in ROSE'S will, was the child of another 
woman, or died without heirs between 1844 and 1873. 

The will of Daniel Reed, probated 31 August 1844, in 
Washin9'ton County, Alabama, reads as follows: 

I, Daniel Reed of the said County do make this to 
te my last Will and Testament, being in my proper 
tT,:~n(j. After paying my just debts, first, I give 

(MOWA f'f~t. 1988, Ex. Reed File) 

Clatis Green wrote that there was a statute of the Alabama Legislature, 
apprOVf!lj ,January 20. 1830; Acts of Alabama of 1830. p. 36: declaring 
certain alleged members of this family "free persons of color" (Green 
1941, 39-·~0). He was apparently referring to the following: 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That Daniel Reed, 
a free man of colour of the county of washington be, 
and he is hereby authorized to emancipate a certain 
mulatto male slave by the name of George Reed (Acts of 
l~~ 1830, 36). 

)) p. 252 
State of Alabama 
Washi1l9tcm County Know all men by these Presents that 
we Jar1'~S Johnston and Daniel Reed as principals and B L Turner as 
Secur,cy are held and firmly bound unr.o J D Lister Judge of the County 
Court of washington County and State Aforesaid and his Successors in 
office in the penal Sum of five Thousand dollars good and lawful Money 
of the United States of America for which payment well and truly to be 
made we bind ourselves and our heirs Exors adms and assigns JOintly 
Severally and firmly by these Presents as Witness our hands and Seals 
this 17th July 1843, The condition of the above obligation is Such by 
the last will and testament of Joseph Johnston one Negro boy of his by 
the Nlme: of Baptist to be emancipated from the bonds of Servile Slavery. 
In cClrlse:quence of the with of the Said Testator, by an Act of t.he 1 as t 
Legi~lature of said State of Alabama as aforesaid, did grant and make 
free ~he said boy Baptist on condition that James Johnston & Daniel Reed 
entel: into bond and Sufficient Security to be approved by the Judge as 
aforl~ sisid that the said Bapt ist should never become a charge to the 
Stat,!, I::>r County in said state & demean himself agreeable to Said act 
whic1 Emancipated him then this obligation to be void & none effect ::r 
othecwise to be and remain in full force and virtue in law. James 
Johnston (Seal) Daniel his X mark Reed (seal) B J Turner. Attest Jchn 
Rain. I Joseph D Lister Judge of the County Court of the county of 
Washington do approve of the Security as given by the said Johnston & 
Reed tllis 17 July 1843 J D Lister Judge County Court"_ Recorded Ju ly 
20tt 18>43. H J Y Moss Regr. (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File). 

The \-rill of Joseph Johnston was probated July 3, 1839, in washington 
Couuty,. Alabama (Matte 1982, 409). 
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anj bequeath unto my dearly beloved wife, all my 
lands and tenements, also my hogs and cattle, also 
sheep and horses. I also give and bequeath her 
a:.l my household and kitchen furniture. I give 
unto my dearly beloved daughter, Lucretia Reed, 
four calves; to my dearly beloved daughter, 
~'L3.1ine Reed, eight heifer calves; also to my 
bElloved son, Ballease [~], three two-year old 
hE!ifers. I also bequeath unto my son, William 
RElied, my blacksmith tools. I also appoint my son, 
W:.lliam Reed, executor of my estate. Daniel his X 
mark Reed (Green 1941, 12; quoting Washington 
~r.lnty Deed Record B, 69). 

AccordLng to Green, Daniel Reed's will was "admitted to 
ProbatE! . . . . August 31st 1844 by the Hon J D Lister . 
the County Court of Washington County Ala Attest H J Y Mars 
Clk. tllecorded August 31st 1844 by H J Y Moss Regr. (Green 
1941, 1.2). Green added: "Although Daniel's will did not 
specify all his children, it was administered to each, share 
and share alike" (Green 1941, 12; citing "Personal record 
kept by R.D. Hooks, Tainette, Alabama, secured May 1, 1941l. 

Accordi:ng to Green, after Daniel Reed's death in 1844, when 
his will was presented at the probate office for recordlng. 
the following names were given as the names of his childre:1: 
Julia J~nn Reed, Eliza Reed, George Reed, Matilda Ann R@@d. 
William Reed, Reuben Reed, Lucretia Reed, and Ernaline R@ed 
(Green 1941, 11; citing Washington County Census Record K. 
211). "Immediately following these names is found seals o~ 
the pro]oate judge and county clerk, certifying that thl!se 
childrE!:n, being children of free persons of color, werl! 
free":Green 1941, 11). 

There : .. s nothing in the court records pertaining to thl! 
estate':lf Daniel Reed that would indicate his children w~r~ 
considElred to be of American Indian ancestry. Rather, ~ ~ .• 
impliccltion of the wording of the court records is that 
their non-white ancestry was considered, in 1844, to bl! 
African: 

I, Josiah D. Lister, Judge of the county court of 
the county aforesaid do hereby certify that I know 
oj: m¥ own personal knowledge that the persons 
na1l\ed on the other side of this sheet are of right 
f]~ee, they being the children of freed persons of 
color who were made free by a special act of the 
LEl,;islature· of the said state. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal this August 
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31st., 1844. (Green 1941, 11; quoting Washington 
~r~ Census Record K, 212). 

Be :.t remembered that on the date hereof before 
me, H,enry J. Y . Y. Moss, Clerk of the County Court 
of the county aforesaid mentioned, personally 
apt)(:ared to the Honorable Josiah D. Lister, Judge 
of the County Court, whose proper signature to the 
foregoing certificate was appended and he 
acknowledged that he signed and sealed the same on 
thl~ date thereof and for the purposes therein 
me::1tioned. Gi ven under my hand this 31st day of 
AU3ust in the year 1844 (Green 1941, 11; quoting 
Wa~~ngton County Court Record A, 95). 

Oral History and Local Tradition. In 1934, writer Carl 
Carmer, author of Stars Fell Over Alabama, made a special 
trip tc investigate the "Cajan" settlement in Washington and 
Mobile Counties. He reported the local oral tradition, from 
a local f,armer from Vinegar Bend, north of Citronelle, that 
the ReE~ds came from Tibbie, that Daniel Reed was a free 
Negro 1:rom Jamaica who had come into Washington County 
almost a hundred years before, that he had bought a 
bondwoman named Rose from General Gaines,H and had built 
the oVI.~rn.ight stopping point/hotel/cow pen for cotton 
wagons, etc., along the road going from Choctaw County and 
north 'Nashington County to market in Mobile. . This was 
still, in 1934, known as the Rose Reed place (Carmer 1934. 
259) . 

Was ti:'€~re any possible connection of Daniel Reed- to a 
"histc'rical tribe" in the acknowledgment contexr? There lS 

no inc.iciation in the documentary record pertaining to t h~ 
life 'I:E Daniel Reed in Washington County, Alabama, from 18 ~ ~ 
throusrl:l 1844, to indicate that he was in any way assoclated 
with cmy tribe of American Indians, or with families ot 
known ,~erican Indian descent. His was the only family ct 
free persons of color that resided permanently in antebe::_~ 

If George S. Gaines. Choctaw Factor 1807 -1818 (Guice 1985. :. ~ 
"Perha~s no local individual enjoyed the respect of the Choctaw mc: N 

than did George Strothers (~J Gaines .... Although Gaines res.:' -: 
his pcs:t as factor in 1818, he continued to be a favorite among t :-.~ 
Chocti3ll1" (Wells 1985, 197). 

"As early as 1805, settlers in Washington County petitioned : 
the rElmoval of the Choctaw factory into the Choctaw nation, but l: 
remained at St. Stephens until it was relocated in 1814 at Ft. 
Confeclteration, further upriver" (Guice 1985, 163). Wells dates t~~ 
relocll':ic;m to 1819 (Wells 1985, 197). 
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Washinsrl:o:n County, Alabama. The 1840 U. S. census showed all 
of his neighbors bearing non-MBC surnames. 3S None of the 
claims made in the petition which portrayed him as of partly 
Creek s.ncestry could be verified by BAR research. The 
witnes~es and securities who appear associated with him in 
all rec:or,ds located were white American citizens. 

Rose (~ii:nes) Reed. Rose Reed was emancipated by Daniel 
Reed, under an Act of the Alabama Legislative Council, in 
1818. 3

& This is the first documentary record of her 
existence. The standard conclusion by local historians has 
been that she was "a slave woman, Rose, who was owned by a 
family by the name of Gaines, large landowners, who had 
moved from Perry County, Mississippi Territory, to St. 
Stepherlls" (Green 1941, 9).37 Nineteenth-century testimony 
associcLted her with the household of George S. Gaines. 3. 

The Gaines family's American origin was in Virginia, but 
George S. Gaines was born in North Carolina. The family 
moved t.I::> Tennessee in 1794 (Ball 1882, 444). 

Peti tiw] claims. As can be seen above in the section 
dealincr with the MOWA Petition claims pertaining to the Reed 
familY-Ijenerally, the interpretation of Rose Reed's origins 

)S On one side of Daniel Reed, the ten heads of household bore t:-.e 
names: Ben.jamin Woolard, Daniel Nix, Thomas Norton, W.H. Markham, 
Benjamin Needham, William Nicholson, Harvey Stokeley, David Rudder, 
Thomas ~ilson, and Benjamin Moseley. On the other side of him, the ten 
heads of hC1usehold were: L. B. 0' Niel. John W. Overstreet, Berry 
Robinson, Daniel Robinson, Drury Reynolds, James Wallace, James Pary. 
W.W. Puck:ett, N.T. Posey, and G. W. Roney (Chapman 1970, 152-153). 

)6 J~ elate of emancipation which certainly refutes the testimony at 
a legal heaLring in Chatom, Washington County, in Alabama, in January 
1929, perta.ining to the right of Reed descendants to attend the whne 
schools, which stated that "one Rose Reed, supposedly a Negro, was sold 
on the allct.ion block at Jackson, Alabama, during the Civil war" (Alabama 
School ':~nu;:nAl April 1931 in MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex.). If there was a Rose 
Reed solcl in Jackson during the Civil War, it was not the ancestress of 
the petj tiemer' s Reed family. Other hearsay testimony at the same 
hearing c:lllLimed that Rose Reed was a Cherok •• Indian "enslaved and sold 
along with the imported Africans" (Alabama School Journal April 1931 in 
MOWA Pet .. 1988, Ex.) 

)7 GrE!en reversed the actual Gaines migration: Young Gaines f Hst 
lived ir. Alabama, and then moved to Perry County, Mississippi, where he 
died in :.8~~9. George S. Gaines moved to Alabama from Tennessee in 1805. 
and ther. te) State Line, Mississippi, about 1856. 

)I He born in Stokes County, North Carolina, in 1784 and died in 
DecembeI, 1872, at State Line, Mississippi (Matte 1982, 160). 
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presentE~d by the petitioner differed dramatically from 
Clatis Green's conclusion in 1941. To restate, the petition 
claims that her father was the white planter and Choctaw 
interprl~te·r, Young Gaines, and that her mother was a Choctaw 
woman W:.10 moved to Rapides Parish, Louisiana, ·early in the 
ninetee::1th century (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 14, 31, 33). The 
petition says that when her mother moved to Louisiana, Rose 
remainecl in the care of a slave woman of Young Gaines, from 
whom Daniel Reed purchased her. The petition does not 
address tlle question of why, if Rose's mother was a free 
woman, Rose would have been held as a slave in the household 
of her alleged father and come into the possession of her 
husbanc. as his slave. There is no documentation for the 
alleged purchase of Rose from Young Gaines by Daniel 
Reed. J9 None of the claims about her family made by the 
petitioner could be verified by BAR researchers. 

Some 0:: the claims could be disproven. For example, the man 
whom t:1e petition calls Jerry "Gaines," Rose's brother (MOWA 
Pet. N,3rI.". 1988, 34 and 34 note 31), can be documented as 
having been born in Mississippi, the son of Philip Goins and 
his Choctaw wife Oti (Nash 1990a, Nash 1990b; 1810 census, 
St. Landry Parish, Louisiana). 40 The petition actually 
notes thcit Texas records carry his family as "Goins". If it 
were t1~e that Jerry/Jeremiah Goins was the brother of 
Daniel Rleed's wife Rose, then the petition erroneously 
attritlutes her parentage. If Rose were indeed a Gaines, 
then ':"eremiah Goins was not her brother. None of Nash's 
Goins :research documented a sister named Rose for Jeremiah 
Goins (Nash 1990a, Nash 1990b). 

Contemporary Legal Documents. The emancipation document for 
Rose ::~eed does not indicate that she was of American Indian 
origin.: 

~~ Act to Authorize Daniel Reed to emancipate his 
~rullatto Slave Rose. 
Sec 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Council 
and House of Representatives of the Alabama 
'rerritory, in General Assembly Convened, That 

:, It is documented that in 1828. in Perry County, MississipPl, 
Daniel Reed did purchase the freedom of his son George (b.c. 1815) from 
Young Gaines (see above). For a general critique of these ~laims, see 
Andrews 1992b . 

• ,) A rapid cheCK of the early records of St. Landry Parish, LA. 
indic!Lted that· there were numerous Reed families in residence in the 
first two decades of the nineteenth century. 
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Daniel Reed, a free male of Colour, be, and he is 
ht~reby, authorized and empowered, to emancipate, 
Sl~t free and discharge from the bonds of Slavery., 
his Mullatto Slave named Rose; provided that he 
shall give bond, payable to the Governor of the 
Alabama Territory, Conditioned, that the said 
Womaln Rose shall not become Chargeable to any 
county ·or Town within the Territory; which bond 
shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 
C,Junty Court of Washington County agreeably to the 
provisions by law in such cases made and Provided. 
G,:lbriel Moore Speaker of the House of 
R'iepresentatives. James Titus President of the 
L,'egislative Council. Approved 13th February 1818. 
W1T. \<11 Bibb Governor of the Alabama Territory. Daw. 
C:,lE!man clk Feby 13th 1818 (Acts of Alabama 
Legj.slati ve Council 1818, 66). 

Neither- do any of the Federal census records in which she 
was ind~i"idually listed indicate that she was Indian. U 

Two Fe::leral census records indicate that Rose was born in 
Mississippi (U.S. Census 1850b, 331; U.S. Census 1870b, 
#54/54); one states that she was born in Alabama (U.S. 
Census 1860b, 1004). Her children ordinarily told the 
census taker that she was born in either Mississippi (U.S. 
Census 1!~80b, 141A) or Alabama (U. S. Census 1880b, 124B; 
U.S. Census 1880b, 126A; U.S. Census 1900b, 68A). One Guion 
Miller application by a grandson indicates that she was born 
in nort:hEarn Alabama (Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee 
Applications 1907, 41,606, Ruben Reed). 

41 19,50 U.S. Census, Washington Co .• AL. #40/40: Rosa Reed, 70, 
F. mu. $100, b. Miss; Reuben, 25. m. mu; Matilda, 33. f, mu; Delia, 20, 
f. mu; E:liza, 10, f, mu; Sarah, 7. f. mu; Thomas. 3. m. mu; Rosa. 1. f. 
mu. (U.S. Census 1850b. 331). Delia is unidentified in the pecitl.one:-· s 
genea1osric:al submissions. It is possible that this was the daughter 
"Lucretia" who otherwise doesn't show up on the 1850 census. 

lei 6 01 U.S. Census. Washington Co .. AL. #337/337: Rose Reed. 80. f. 
mu. farmeI·. $200. $2470. b. AL; Matilda. 45. f. mu. b. AL; Reuben. 38. 
m. mu, t). AL; Virginia. 17. f. mu; Rose. 14. f, mu; Benjamin, 9, m. ~u; 
Rebecc~. 7, f, mu; Eliza, 4, f, mu; Lettie/Lethe. 2, f, mu; Needham 
Bryant, [lrin. 48, laborer, b. AL; Benj. Chapman. 46, [Wl. b. Tenn. ,U.S. 
Census 1860b, 1004). 

lEI7C1 U.S. Census, Washington Co .• AL .• Beat #4. P.O. State Ll:"\e. 
Mississippi. line 28, #54/54: Bryant, Needham. 56. m. w. farmer. S200. 
b. AL; RaSia, 24, f. keeping house, b. AL; Rebecca. 16, f, w, b. AL; 
Eliza, ;.4, f, w, b. AL; Rc •• , 95, f, w, b. lIi •• i •• ippi, Reed, 50. f. w. 
b. AL; Prcmk, 6,· m, b. AL; Walter. 3, m, b. AL; Fredric, 2/12, m. w, b. 
AL (U.!: .. Census 1870b). 
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Two of:he!se Federal census records indicate that Rose Reed 
was born cIDout 1780 (U.S. Census 1aSOb, 331; U.S. Census 
1860b, 1004), while one indicates her birthdate as 
approximately 1775 (U.S. Census 1870b, #54/54). As her 
youngest }mown child, Emeline, was apparently born between 
1830 and 1835 (U.S. Census 1860b, 1005; U.S. Census 1870b, 
107; 1880 U.S. Census 1a80b, 141A), a birthdate of 
approximately 1780, as indicated by the census records, is a 
few yea.rs too early to be consistent with a woman's normal 
childbe~aring span of 15-45 years. Emeline's age would 
indicate a probable earliest birth date for Rose of between 
1785 and 1790. 

As ROSH'S oldest known child, Judy, was born about 1805/1812 
(U.S. Census 1850a, 455; U.S. Census 1860a, 147), Rose could 
have b(~eIlL several years younger than indicated by the census 
record:!:;, but, extrapolating from the birth date of her last 
child, she could not have been older. The birthdate of 1797 
given for Rose on some ancestry charts submitted by the 
petiticmer was apparently reached by subtracting 15 years 
from lCll:2 (the later of two census birth dates for her 
daughtE~r Judy), as no other documentation exists for it. 42 

Her apparent age casts doubt upon the petitioner's claim 
that Young Gaines was her father (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988. 31). 
since the earliest date so far located indicating his 
presenc:e in the Mississippi Territory was 1787 (ASP 1834b. 
622) . u 

Testilrlony in Court Sui ts. The petitioner presented an 
extensiv'e transcript of testimony taken in a 1918-1922 
misceqenation case that resulted from the marriage of Percy 
Reed ,:lnd Helen Calkins (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File) , 
Testimony concerning Rose Reed'S ethnicity was inconsistent. 
It was given at a time greatly removed from the events belng 
discus,sed. Some of the testimony presented in court was 
chroncllc)gically impossible. 

In an a:Efidavit dated November 14, 1920, Jennie Rain 
WillicllnJS, age 78, born near Tibbie in Washington County. 
made Cl limited statement. She said that she knew the 
"Danif!l Reed old place," :-lear Tibbie. She did not know 
Dani~l Reed, and was told that he died in 1844. She knew 

'. The second known child. Eliza, was born about 1812/1816 :":.5 
Censu1 l8S0a, 472r; U.S. Census 18S0b, #4l/4l} U.S. Census 1860b. ' 

I:, The earliest date for Young Gaines' presence in Alabama 
documented in the petition was 1799 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 31 noce ~~ 
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Rose Re!eci, "who was a widow when I reached the age at which 
I could understand. She lived in my neighborhood until her 
death nearly 50 years ago." Ms. Williams never knew George 
S. Gaines [who was supposedly Rose Reed's father] (MOWA Pet. 
1988, Ex .. Reed File) . 

The original testimony of John J. Richardson, 74 years old, 
contair:.eci statements which were chronological 
improb3bilities or impossibilities. He said that he had 
seen R:ISE~ Reed's mother at George S. Gaines' home, U and 
tha t R :'SE~ 's mother was 

a mighty old woman when I knew her, a yellow 
W,Jrnam, mulatto, ginger cake color. Rose Reed was 
b.r i9hter than her mother. I knew Percy [Reed]' s 
grealt Grandmother until she died. She was carried 
by Gaines to State Line, Mississippi, and I used 
t() 90 there and get trees from his nursery, and 
wlJuld see her. I didn't visit him during slavery 
timE!. I have been to his house in slavery time 
L~is:~ for the inconsistency between the two 
successive sentences]. I would see Rose and her 
m,'ther there--they did not associate with white 
p,~ople, but lived like other slavesu (MOWA Pet. 
1988, Ex. Reed File) . 

On cro:ss-examination, Richardson modified this testimony by 
saying tbat he only knew Rose's mother from "heresay" (~,. 
but re:Lte~rated that Rose lived in the home of "old man 
Gaines" (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File). As Rose was 
emancipated by Daniel Reed in 1818, while Mr. Richardson was 

44 If Rose Reed was born about 1780, her mother must have bf"-~ 
born by ,lbc)ut 1765. Even if the latest date for Rose's birth 91'.'''' 
the pet i t: icmer' s ances try chart s, 1797, were accepted, her mothe r -.;' 
have been born by 1783. 

Gc!'C)rsre S. Gaines moved to State Line, Mississippi, in 1856 ... , .. 
1982, lEl.}. At that date, Rose Reed's mother would have been ag~'~ 
between 73 and 91 years--probably in the older part of this range 
is barely possible, chronologically. that Richardson, born in 184"-
could, a!1 al child or young man, have seen the woman whom he descr.: - 1 •• 
Rose's lTlC)ther. However, other than his testimony in 1920, no 
indepenc,E!Ot. documentation confirms that Rose'S mother survived to:: .; .. 1 

great agE!, or that she was ever a member of the household of George , 
Gaines. 

45 Rose Reed was emancipated by her husband, Daniel Reed, 1n :1:-1. 
28 years be~fore the man delivering this testimony was even born. ~e 
certainlj' could not have seen her living as a slave with her moth!! r ~:': 
the household of George S. Gaines. 
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not born until 1846, this testimony too could have been only 
hearsay. 

In a relat.ed affidavit dated January 17, 1921, Richardson 
stated :hat he was born in 1846, had lived all his life in 
washing~on County, knew Rose Reed, and heard that she was 
George S. Gaines' daughter and that one of Gaines' cooks was 
her motr..er. This information was based, he stated, on 
hearsay from "the old people, my father, Peter Beech, Sr., 
Joel MaI:t:Ln, and perhaps others." In the affidavit, 
Richardson also said that he knew one Daniel Reed, and had 
seen him three or four times between 1855 and 1860,u but 
admitteci that this man might have been some other Daniel 
Reed tl':,m Rose's husband, since there were several men of 
the namE~ in the county (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File) . 

Reuben P. Reed, a cousin of the defendant, testified that he 
had heeLed the family's descent proven in court 30 years 
before, but did not say by whom it had been proven or what 
documents had been used. Reuben P. Reed stated that this 
testimony, which would have taken place about 1880 and was 
apparently the Goodman trial, had indicated that Daniel Reed 
was a qua.rter Spanish, and Rose Reed was a half Indian and 
half whit.e woman: "Mr. Gaines was her father. A Choctaw 
squaw 'lias her mother. Don't know this woman's name. Rose 
was raised by a black woman, who belonged to George S. 
Gaines,47 but she was not Rose Reed's mother" (MOWA Pet. 
1988, Ex. Reed File) . 

George W. Sullivan, age 74, testified that he had lived In 
Washin~rt(:m County, Alabama, about 72 years. "About 40 ye.ra 
ago," he had been a member of the jury in the Washington 
County Circuit court which tried one Goodman for marrylnq 
one of t:tle Reeds, and he had heard all the evidence on th. 
trial ()f that· case. Sullivan was questioned concerning 
testim(~n'Y of Mrs. Glorvena Rush, of McIntosh, at the GoodIYn 
trial. He replied that "he knew Mrs. Glovena [~] Rush,­
and th.at she was a contemporary of Rose Reed and George S 

•• Rose Reed's husband, Daniel Reed, as proven by his probate 
recordil cited above, died in 1844, two years before Richardson's ~l.rt~. 

47 If Rose was born about 1780-1790, she was approximace1y 15 t~ 
25 years old by the cime George S. Gaines moved to Alabama in 1805; ~~ 
she was born as late as 1797, she was still eight years old when he 
moved to Alabama. 
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Gaines." She said she was an "old settler and knew them 
both," that Rose Reed had told her [Mrs. Rush] that her 
[Roses's] mother was a "Choctaw squaw." Mrs. Rush had also 
said that. George S. Gaines was Rose Reed's father. 

No dirl~ct~ record of Mrs. Rush's testimony at the trial held 
in the 1E180's survives, according to the petitioner. The 
eviden':e submitted consisted of a repetition of her 
testim,Jny, from memory, given in 1920 by a member of the 
jury i:,1 the earlier trial (MOWA Pet.. 1988, Ex. Reed File) 

AlthoU<3h she has been described as a "contemporary" of Rose 
Reed, according to several Federal census records of 
Washin3tcm County, Alabama, Mrs. Rush was born in 1820 and 
was, t.n.erefore, approximately 30-40 years younger than Rose. 
She COJ.ld not, therefore, have had direct knowledge of the 
circumstances of Rose's birth and youth. According to the 
witness in the 1920 trial, Mrs. Rush testified that Rose 
Reed, iIi'ho had died in 1878, had told her that her mother was 
"a Choc:tcLw squaw." Mrs. Rush's testimony, if repeated 
accurately in a 1920 court case, indicated that even if Rose 

41 A typewritten sheet on the Johnston family in the petitioner's 
Reed file (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File) says: 
Joseph '~alloway Johnston m. Clara Cato. Issue: 
1. Glorvina Elvira Rush 
2. Pow~ll 
3. Osc!lr 
4. Alb~rt 
5. Lewis 
6. Ama~da 
7. Vir';inia 
8. Clara J. 
9. Lewis. 

A typed historical program, McIntosh, AL. Methodist Church, 
Homecoming service 1961. says Mrs. Glorvina Elvina Johnston Rush ~s 
buried at that church (MOWA Pet. 1988. Ex. Reed Family File). 

June (?) 2. 1840, George W. Johnston m. Glovena E. Johnston. 
Bondsman.: Jas. Johnston (Mallon 1966. 710). 

1850 U.S. Census. Washlngton Co .. AL. p. 337. #143/143: Gecr~e~. 
JOhnstOf.L, 32. m. W. $9000, b. AL; Glovina, 30. f. W, b. AL; Elizate::1. 
65. f, ~r, b. GAi Powell B., 22, m. w, b. ALi Virginia. 16. f. w, b. Al.: 
Clara I., 14. f, W. b. AL (U.S. Census 1850b). 

H60 U.S. Census. Washington Co .• AL. p. 985-986, #186/186: ':CM 
G. Rush, 43. m, farmer. 30,000/76,776. b. SC; Glovina B., 41, f, t. AL; 
Oscar S. R.ush. 7, m. b. AL; Garrett Rush. 5. m. b. AL; Stella Rush, 3. 
f, b. ~l,; Hellen Garrett, 18, f, teach school. b. AL; William McNell. 
22. m. c)ve:rseer, b. AL (U.S. Census 1860b). 

H70 U.S. Census. Washington Co., AL, Beat I. p. 994. #45/45: 
Rush. J.G .. 53, m. w. Preacher, $3000/600. b. SCi #46/46: Rush, ~.E. 
50, f. ~~. $10,000/$700. b. AL; Oscar S .• 17, m, w. b. AL; Garret C .. 
15,m, ~, tl. AL; Stella A., 12, f, b. AL (U.S. Census 1870b). 
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Reed's mother was Choctaw, Rose Reed had been "reared" in 
the household of George S. Gaines in a non-Indian, non­
tribal ,::ontext. 

SulliVcL::l added: 

I remember Rose Reed, the great grandmother of 
PE~rcy Reed. The one supposed to be the concubine 
[li~.J of George S. Gaines. She had long straight 
hair. These people have intermarried with the 
white people around there, among whom are the 
Taylors, Wadsworth, Wilkes and Williams families 
0"10VirA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File) . 

Oral history and local tradition. Rose Reed outlived her 
husban<:i l:)y 44 years. By the end of her life, because of her 
great 3gE~, she was a well-known local personality. 

At,out the year 1875, "Aunt" Rose Reed, as she is 
nClw commonly called, made her last public 
appE~arance at a barbecue given in her honor. At 
tbi~) feast she stated that she must be at least 
1J.0 years old (Personal interview with James C. 
MCLrt.in, Sr., Millry, Alabama, January 2,1941). 
l:ut according to the first records showing her 
aSJe, and judging from her youngest daughter's age, 
she was evidently about ninety years old. 

Rose Reed died in the fall of 1877 or spring 
e,l: 1878. No more striking personality has lived 
in 'tlashington County, Alabama. She was known far 
cmd wide during her lifetime, and her passing has 
not dimmed her personality. Every child in 
~;(Juthwest Alabama has heard the story of Rose Reed 
'Green 1941, 19; citing Personal interview with 
)~.D. Price, Tou1minvil1e, Alabama, May 2, ~94~). 

Other documents. Rose Reed's will, written in 1873, was 
probated. in March, 1878: 

Almighty God the Giver and Taker of all things 
:haLt be, Thy Righteous will have for all men to 
die and afterwards to Judgment. First, I command 
my spirit to God who gave it, my body to friends 
to be buried in a Christian burial ground, Amen. 

I'ouching my worldly estate that God has pleased to 
t,lE!sS me with. First, after my burial expenses 
CiLrE! paid, it is my will and wish that my stock of 
c:attle and hogs be equally divided among my 
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sE!'I,eral children viz: Judy, Eliza, George, 
Matilda, Reuben, Emeline, and William. My further 
w:.ll and wish is, my dwelling, land, and premises, 
and kitchen, and tenements be appraised and for 
OIl'e of my children to take it at the appraised 
v~llue and pay the other heirs a proportional share 
oj: the appraisement. It is my further will and 
w:. sh that whatever my above named children or 
gJ:,andchildren may have heretofore received shall 
not be charged against them in the division of my 
eutate. It is my will and wish that my children 
TtlClke this division among themselves, but if any 
d:;.spute should arise among them, to choose three 
d:. sinterested men and let them make the divisions 
for them. In witness whereof I have hereunto set 
~r hand, affixed my seal this the 19th day of 
SE!ptember, 1873 (Green 1941, 19-20; quoting 
!!Sl~ington County Will Book 136) . 

Marriages and alliances of Daniel and Rose Reed's child.rt!n. 

Judy RE!.ed appeared in the 1850 census in the household of a 
white r'l.an named John Harris, aged 84, who was born in North 
Carolin.a: Judy and her children were recorded as mulatto 
(U.S. C.ensus 1850a, 455). The petition's statement that ~e 
was John Harris Jr., son of John and Lavitia (Hollinger) 
Harris ,and grandson of Adam and Mary Josephine (Juzan) 
HollinH,er (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 18, 62), is not correct. 
since hoe was born in the same year as his putative 
grandmother. u The North Carolinian John Harris does 
appear to have been the father of Judy Reed's children. who 
carried the name of Harris in all later census records and 
legal d,ocuments. After the death of John Harris, she 
appearE!.:i in the 1860 census as Judy Reed (U.S. Census 1860 •. 
147). In 1860, she was in Mobile County, Alabama, owner ot 
an 80-acre farm valued at $200.00, and with $400.00 worth ~t 
livestocK. (Nordmann 1990, 221). 

Eliza Reed bore children to at least two different men Her 
twin da'ug'hters, Celestine and Florentine, were the chl:jr~n 
of a white man named Francois Pargado [paragoll], who l:1 

1838 lnft a nuncupative will so bequeathing them his 

., He was also born in North Carolina, not Alabama, where :he< 
Hollinger family had lived since the 1760' s. 

50 A ,~ill dict'ated orally by the decedent in the presence of I", 

least tlll,'() III/itnesses. 
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property a:nd naming Eliza as their guardian (MOWA Pet. 1988, 
Ex. Reecl File; Washington County, Alabama 1:73). The father 
of her YI)unger children was Peter Cole, who appears listed 
next door to her household in the 1850 census, which 
recorded Eliza and her children as mulatto and Peter Cole as 
white (U.S. Census 18S0a, 472r; U.S. Census l8S0b, #41/41 
and #42/42). The petition claims that this Peter Cole was 
the son of Mark Cole and Hannah, and that he was of partly 
Choctaw an.cestry (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 63). The petitioner 
did not document, except from oral history and the 
similarity of given names, either Peter Cole's parentage or 
the Cho,::taw connection of his supposed parents (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 1388, 63 and 63 note 23) .51 

After the 1859 death of Peter Cole, Eliza appeared in the 
1860 census as Eliza Pagarde (U.S. Census 1860b, 1007). 
Eliza alsC) had two older sons, Thomas and Seaborn, who used 
the surname Reed. BAR researchers' analysis indicates that 
it was primarily her descendants who settled in the Charity 
Chapel arl:a of Mobile County, Alabama, and intermarried with 
the chi:.dren of Nathaniel J. and Louisa (Brashears) Smith 
(see Snd th/Brashears discussion below) . 

Daniel iind Rose Reed's third daughter, Matilda Reed, was 
born, according to various censuses, between 1813 and 1820 
in AI~)ama. She was married prior to 1860 to Needham F. 
Bryant, a white man who was born about 1814 in Alabama.~: 
In the 1860 census, the couple and their children were 
living in, the household headed by Rose Reed (U. S. Census 

51 The index to Washington County, Alabama, Deed Book "H" sr.cws 
Decembel~ 21), 1822, Martha H. Cole from MarK Cole; May 10, 1838. ":e.:;';" 
and PetfH' Cole from Mark Cole (Taylor and Mallon n.d., 51). The 
petition did not submit copies of these deeds. 

A Mark Cole, born in 1770, appears on the 1816-30 census of ~1,' ~ 
County, Mississippi, as does a Jesse Cole, born after 1775, in tr.~ 
20 cens.1s. However, there were numerous other Cole families in W~'.··" 
County (Strickland and Edwards 1987, 34). 

If, in fact, Peter Cole was a first cousin of Elizabeth G1CS ~. 
wife of William Thomas Byrd (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 63 note 23). e~ 
research makes it unlikely that his ancestry was Choctaw. 

52 The petition maKes several unverified claims to possible 
Choeta_ ancestry for Needham Bryant (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 64 note 

"E~st,imony of Reuben P. Reed in 1920 Percy Reed/Helen Calkins 
miscege::nation case: "Old man Needham Bryant testified on the Goodmd:1 
trial, iit old St. Stephens, over 30 years ago that Rose Reed told .. , .• 
that hm: mother was a Choctaw Indian Squaw. Bryant is now dead." 
Bryant iilso testified. "that Rose Reed told him that a Choctaw Iod ~ ~:-. 
was hel: mc,ther and that old man Gaines was her father" (MOWA Pet, ~ .,.,. 
Ex. Re!!d J?ile) . 
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1860b, 1004), while in 1870, Rose Reed was living in the 
househcld headed by Needham Bryant (U.S. Census 1870b, 
#54/54) .S) In the 1870 census, the entire household, 
including Rose, was identified as white; in 1880, Needham 
Bryant ~Ia:s identified as white, but his wife as mulatto 
(U.S. Cem:sus 1880b, 141) .54 

Ernaline Rleed, the youngest daughter, was born between 1830 
and 183!) in Alabama (U.S. Census 1860b, 1005; U.S. Census 
1870b, 107; U.S. census 1880b, 14lA). The earlier birthdate 
seems most probable, as she had a child born in 1845 and 
anotheI' born in 1849 (U. S. Census 1860b, 1005). She married 
a white man, Willis Daugherty, who was born about 1830 in 
Alabama,. There seems to be no justification for the 
petiticiJl's statement that he was a son of the Choctaw 
countIjTna:n Cornelius Daugherty and a daughter of Piamingo 
Hometak (IMOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 14), since he stated on the 
census th,at his father was born in Ireland (U. S. Census 
1880b, 141A). 

Willis Daugherty served in the Confederate army and received 
Alabamc!. Civil War Pension #15105. The pension data 
indicat.f2s that Willis Daugherty of Seaboard, served in Co. 
E, 36 F~f2g., enlisted May 15, 1862 at Mt. Vernon; was 
woundecl, losing one ann at Chicamauga; and was 70 years of 
age in 1899 (Waddell and Brown 1989). He survived his wife. 
The 19(11) census listed him as white~ a widower, age 71. His 
youngesrc daughter by Ernaline, living in his household, was 
also listed as white (U.S. Census 1900b, #22/24). 

George Reed, Reuben Reed, and William Reed, the three sons 
of Danj.lel and Rose Reed all married daughters of David 
Weaver lof Mobile County, Alabama. Their descendants are 
considE!red below in the discussion of the Weaver family and 
its pousible, ,American Indian ancestry., Green's thesis on 
the education of the children of this'group in Washington 
County, A,labama, indicated that David Weaver's daughters, 
the wi',es of the Reed sons, were mulatto (Green 1941, 79). 
Laura Fra,nces Murphy, on the other hand, writing about the 
group i:rolm a Mobile County perspective, indicated that it 

5) Valriant reading of this census, giving Matilda, SO, f, w. 
houselteE!per, following N. Bryant; his holdings as $300; and Rose Reed. 
95, f. Ollllcltto, b. Mississippi at the end of the listing (Green 1941. 
16) . 

54 Grl~en said that this family had never been located after the 
1870 cer~ua (Green 1941, 16). 
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was the maJ:-riages to Rose Reed's descendants which had 
brought tlNegro blood" into the Weaver and Byrd families 
(Murphy J.935, 12-13). 

The peti til::>n also asserts that George Reed, the oldest son 
of Danie:land Rose Reed, "had another wife- -Miriah Colbert -­
descendc,nt of the Chickasaw Colberts" (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
43; see also 62, 62 note 20, 65). The petition does not 
document this claim. BAR researchers located no document 
giving Cl maiden name for the woman called Maria Reed and 
found no document that she was ever George Reed's wife, 
though her children asserted that they were heirs of his 
body. J~or further analysis of the claim of the petitioner 
to a Colbe:rt connection, see the charts at the end of this 
Technical Report. 

Was ther'e any possible connection of Rose (Gaines) Reed to a 
"historiccll tribe" in the acknowledgment context? Even if 
it coul:5. t)e documented that the mother of Rose Reed was a 
Choctaw woman who moved from Mississippi Territory to 
Louisiana at some time late in the eighteenth century or 
early in the nineteenth century, leaving behind a daughter 
Rose who was a slave in the household of a Gaines family, 
this wculd not be significant in the context of· the question 
of FedeJ:al acknowledgment of the petitioner as an Indian 
tribe. 

Census :records, deeds, and wills indicate that Rose Reed 
spent t~he 60 years of her married life and widowhood, from 
her emcmcipation in 1818 until her death in 1878, with no 
documented contact with any tribal entity. The 1850 
agricu:.tural census of Washington County, Alabama, 
sununar:Lze:d in the petition, shows her with a conventional, 
modestly prosperous farmstead (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 64-65) 
Her neigt.~ors, as shown on the 1850 census, were either her 
relati'iles. or persons with non-MBC surnames. 55 No person of 
known Indian ancestry ever appeared as a witness, security, 
or other associate on any legal document pertaining to Rose 
Reed. She lived in Washington County, Alabama, as a member 

55 The ten heads of household listed on the census immediately 
prior te:, Rose Reed were: Benjamin Woolard, Sol Anderson, Peter E. nays, 
Thomas I" Stokely, Abner Womack, Warren p, Murrell, L. James Wilson, 
James Rich.ardson, Charlotte Richardson, and M. Arnold King .. Listed on 
the cerslUS immediately following Rose Reed, che heads of household were 
Peter CelIE! (her son- in-law), John C. Davidson, Meridich Landrum, Peter 
Daughelty (possibly the father of another son-in~law), George Wiliford, 
James Preston, ,Robert McKern, Willis Grimes, James E. Baxter, and John 
Platt 'Hatte 1982, 420). 
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of a lande:>wning, tax-paying free family of color. None of 
Rose Ree!d" s descendants completed Dawes RolP' applications 
as Choct.a\" based upon her supposed Choctaw ancestry. The 
concatenation of evidence indicates that even if Rose Reed 
had some! JUnerican Indian ancestry; she had no tribal 
affiliat.iem. Even if her mother had been a tribal member, 
Rose would be considered to have left, to have married a 
non-Indian, and to have become a member of the surrounding 
wider sClciety. 

Weaver-lili,rers-Byrd Family. 

PetitiorLfrlaims. The Weaver and Byrd families are asserted 
by the petitioner to be of Cherokee ancestry from "Georgia 
(Greene Co.) and North Carolina" (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 45). 
The petition documents the geographical origins of these 
families:, but the Cherokee ancestry of the Weaver paternal 
line and of the Byrd family (see below) is presented only as 
oral traLdition. The petition's identification of the father 
of David, James, Ann, and Edy Weaver as a Cherokee named 
"Dav WeaLVE!r" who was residing in 1835 at Sharp Mountain, 
Cherokee! County, Georgia (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 48), could 
not be \i'erified by BAR researchers (see the charts of 
findings: em "Known Indian Ancestors" in the final section of 
this report). Although early Federal census records for 
Georgia are missing, early tax digests show non-Indian 
Weaver families in Greene County in 1809 (R.J. Taylor 
Foundation 1986a, 96) and 1815 (R.J. Taylor Foundation 
1986b, 97). In each of these years, in addition to the 
white ta~:>ayers, one of the taxpayers listed in Greene 
County, Georgia, was David Weaver, a free Negro (R.J. Taylor 

56 ·Other Records Relating to Enrollment of the Five Civilized 
Tribes." 

ThH rt!cords relating to applications for 
idtmt:lfication as Mississippi Choctaw, 1901-7 (17 ft.) 
COIl,9il~t principally of documents received by the 
Bu::,eau from the Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tri:bel~ (Dawes Commission). The enclosures consist of 
applil:ations, petitions, affidavits and other 
ev:L,:ience, transcripts of testimony, correspondence of 
thl! CI::lmmission, including notifications of decisions, 
anli olt:her records. They relate to applications filed 
pu:~suj!lnt to an act of June 28, 1898 (30 Stat. 495, 
50:1), which provided that the Commission should 
determine the identity of Choctaw Indians who, under 
ardcle 14 of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek of 
18:10, claimed rights to Choctaw lands in Indian 
Te::ri1:'ory. Almost all of the original applications 
an(1 rl!quests for review of claims were rejected (Hill 
19111,95). 
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Foundation 1986a, 96; R.J. Taylor Foundation 1986b, 97). 
The inciex: to the 1820 census of Georgia showed no Weaver 
familif~s in Putnam or Green Counties (Jackson and Teeples 
1976) . 

Weaver. What is known of the ancestry of David Weaver, 
James ~Ieaver, Anne (Weaver) Byrd, and Edy (Weaver) Rivers? 

Peti ticm claims.. The petitioner reports oral tradition as 
saying that Dave Weaver's mother was a white woman named 
Linney, married to a Cherokee named Dave Weaver, and that 
she ar..d her children came from Georgia by way of Coweta to 
ClaibCl:::ne in Monroe County, Alabama (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
47-48), where she was listed on the 1830 census and 
appar~m.tly died before the 1840 census was taken (U. S . 
Censuo 1830c, 56; U.S. Census 1840c). 

Paren~s of the Weaver siblings. The chronology of the 
documi~nt.ed settlement of the Weaver family in Alabama does 
not clJincide with the petitioner's claim that Linney 
Weaver's; supposed husband, "Dav" Weaver, was listed on the 
183 5 ::~herokee Roll as living at Sharp Mt., Georgia (MOWA 
Pet. Marr. 1988, 48, 117). Neither did the documentation 
submittf~d with the petition demonstrate that the Dave Weaver 
who WelS listed on the 1835 Henderson Roll of Cherokees tMOWA 
Pet. :.988, 5) was the husband of Linney Weaver and father of 
Davie: ... ,~a, and the other Weavers who are MBC ancestors. 

The p'~tition attempts to deal with the fact that the 
children and grandchildren of this supposed Cherokee man dld 
not rll.ake Guion Miller applications in his right by stat lng: 

Te!stimony indicates that the identity of Dave 
WE!aVer, Sr., who apparently did enroll [on the 
HEmderson Roll] at that time, had become obscure. 
His descendants either did not know to claim 
through him, or perhaps felt they were not 
eligible due to matrllineal descent rules (MOWA 
Pet. Narr. 1988, 117). 

For J:urther analysis of the petition's claim that the father 
of [I'!lvid, James, Anne I and Edy Weaver was a Georgia Cherokee 
namE!d "Dav Weaver" who 1 i ved at Sharp Mountain (MOWA Pet. 
NarJ~. 1988, 48), see the charts at the end of the Technlcal 
Report. In fact, on their applications to Guion Miller to 
sha:'::-e in the award of Eastern Cherokee Funds, which were 
prepaI'ed in 1907-1908, members of the family said 
for-:hI"ightly that they did not know the identity of thelr 
paterrlal grandfather. David Weaver's daughter, Lorinda 
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Reed, 'Ii'IlO was born near Mt. Vernon, Mobile County, Alabama, 
in 1832, :stated, "Dont [~] know name of Grandfather" 
(Guion ~1iller Eastern Cherokee Fund Applications, #17392, 
Lorinda Rleed). Her sister I Ellen Brittania (Weaver) Reed, 
born near Mt. Vernon, Alabama, and giving her age as 75 on 
JanuaIli 2,6, 1907, stated, "I dont know who my Grandfather 
was" (Guil:ln Miller Eastern Cherokee Fund Applications I 
#17393, Mrs. Tiney (Bretenea) Reed). 

The mother of the Weaver siblings was said by her 
granddaughters to be Linney Weaver, a white woman, born in 
Georgia, (Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee Fund Applications 
#17392, Llorinda Reed; #17393, Mrs. Tiney (Bretenea) Reed). 
By 183 C "Linney Weaver was residing in Monroe County, 
Al abama, . 57 

David ~,7c~aver, son of Linney Weaver, who settled in Mobile 
County, Alabama, by 1830, was born about 1799. Various 
census records indicate his place of birth as North 
Carolinci, Georgia, or Alabama, and classify him as a free 
person (,f color, mulatto, white, or black.5I His date of 
death i:; given as April, 1889 (Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee 
Fund Application #17391, David Crocket Weaver) . 

5' :.830 u.s. Census, Monroe Co., AL; District allotted to Ge',-: ; .. 
LafayettE!: Linney Weaver, 1 white female 50-60; 1 fpc male 20-24 
Census lEi30c, 56 line 14) , 

51 1830 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, excluding the City of Mer,.~ 
p. 11, line! 8: David Weaver, 1 white female 15-20; 1 white fema:e . 
40; 1 wt.ite! female 40-50; 1 fpc male under 10; 2 fpc males 10-24; . '; 
male 24-36; 1 fpc female under 10; 1 fpc female 10-24; 2 fpc fema>'! 4 

36. TotcLl: 8 (U.S. Census 1830a, 11 line 8). The total account s . 
everyone but the first three white females. Were they entered or. .... 
wrong li ne':' . 

He' h~ls not been located on the 1840 Federal census. 
U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, #559/559: David Weaver, 51, -

farmer, b. AL; Thomas, 19, m, mu; Lorine, 18, f, tnU; Tiny, 16, f, -
Eliza, ]~~, f, mu; David, 10, m, mu; Albert, 6, m, mu; Alfred, 4, -
John, 2, m, mu: Nancy Jordan, 34, f, W: Rachel Jordan, 13, f, w; ~1 
Jordan, :L1, f, W; Josiah Jordan, 8, m, W: Eda Jordan, 6, f, W (ti.:) 
Census l850a, 481). 

lEliO U.S. Census, Northern Division, Mobile Co., AL, #59/5;', 
David WNlVE!r, 59, m, (W), trader, b. AL (U. S. Census 1860a, .137) ,.~ 
was living alone, but next door to the household of Washington BYT 1 ' .. _ 
houses m-ray from Lemuel and Anne (Weaver) Byrd. 

H70 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, #116/116: David Weaver, .,oj 

B, farmE!l:-, b. GA; Thomas, 37, m, b. Coal Laborer, b. AL; Mary, H, :. ". 
his WifE!, t). GA: Sophine, 6, f, S, b. AL (U.S. Census 1870a, 14). 
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In the f ir,st census in which David Weaver is listed in 
Mobile C(~u:nty, Alabama, in 1830, he and his brother-in-law, 
Lemuel Elyrd, were residing in a neighborhood of primarily 
free CrE~I:)le of color families (U.S. Census 1830a, 9-11).H 
This locale is compatible with the evidence that David 
Weaver':; wife, nee Cecile Weatherford, who apparently died 
before the 1850 Federal census, had borne a son to a 
Chastan,; man before her marriage to him (Guion Miller 
Eastern Cherokee Fund Application #14393, Jerome Chastang) 
(See belo\tl for a more extensive discussion). Neither the 
1850 nOI" 1860 Federal census indicated that David Weaver was 
a landolrtrIlE:r or owned livestock (Nordmann 1990, Appendix). 

James "~Till1" Weaver, David Weaver's brother, was born between 
1800 all.d 1810 in Georgia. He was possibly the "fpc" (free 
person <)f color) male on 1830 census with Linney Weaver in 
Monroe County, Alabama. Census records consistently 
described him as a free person of color or as mulatto. to 

The sur::1ame of his wife Margarett/Marguerite is given by the 
peti ticmer as Parnell (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 54). She was 
born bf:tween 1810 and 1816 in Alabama, according to census 
records. The petition states that, "Peggie, or Marguerite, 
was de:3cribed as a ' light complexioned, blue-eyed mulatto' 
slave '3irl age 14 when she was emancipated by James Johnston 
of Mobile! County on December 25, 1824" (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 54, citing to Act of Alabama Legislature, 1824). -At 

s. Pa.ges 9-10 of this census record showed numerous Chastang 
households and many free persons of color (U.S. Census l330a. 9-10 

Felge 11 showed the immediate neighborhood as: Franklin G. 
Kimball, J'oseph Limonier. Thos. Moy, John Christopher, Joshua Bryar.": 
Joseph nates, Sr., Leaual Bird, David Waavar. William Lewis (1 wh ~ ~ e 
male 2(1··30), Reaubin Louery, Isaac Johnston. John Johnston, Willl.", 
Thomas, Dixon Wainwright, Littleton Crabtree, ,,"twine Hindenburg. :., .. 
Erins, Jienry Center (U.S. Census 1830a. 11). None of these is hi'll .. H 

as MBC ::larnes claimed by the pet.it.ioner. . 

,0 1840 U_S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, line 17: James Weiver. , ~t: ~ 
m under 10; 1 fpc m 10-24; 1 fpc m 24-36; 1 fpc f 24-36. His na~ .sa 
followed by those of: John Larkin, Gassi [7} Evans, Salina Power., . t:".~ 
Lewis, David Butler, R.D. Dinnison, John Hutchison, Oliver Smith. it:'", 

Loft.on, George Cox (U.S. Census 1840a. 74). On page 75, t.he sur~.I¥. 
Chast.ang, Campbell. Andry, and Windham appeared (U.S. Census 184Ca .• ~ 

He has not been located on t.he 1850 Federal census. 
18E,Q U.S. Census, Washingt.on Co., AL, #341/341: James Weav.r. 'lO. 

m, mu, b. GA; Margarett, SO, f, mu, b. ALi William, 18, m, mu; Roo.rt. 
25, m, mu; Taylor, 13, m, mu; Daniel, 6, m, mu; Isabella Pat.rick, 1, !. 
mu (US. Census 1860b, 1005). 

1870 U.S. Census. Washington Co., AL, #115/115: James Wea-nr. '0, 
m, mu flsrmer, $125, b. GAi Peggy, 60, f, !nU, b. GA; Isabella, 18, f. 
mUi I:3aac, ll, m, !nU; Joseph, 9, m, mu (U.S. Census 1870bl. 
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age eighteen, in 1828 Peggie was released of bond, and in 
1831 the~ name "Wever" [~] was inserted on bond" (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 1988, 54, with no source citation) . 

Edy Weaver Rivers. The petition states that, "Edy Weaver, 
Jim and Diive'S other sister, remained in Claiborne [Monroe 
County, Alabama] and worked as a housekeeper for Joel 
Rivers" O.,OWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 56). Joel T. Rivers was 
apparently the father of her children, who subsequently went 
by the Rivers surname. The petitioner attributes four 
children 1::0 the couple (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 57 note 95), 
but the S1:ructure of his household as shown by the 1830 and 
1840 Federal census records indicates that there may have 
been mCJ::-e children. 51 

Joel T. Rivers' white, Virginian ancestry and his life are 
well dc,c:umented, although the author of the Rivers family 
genealc~JY omitted all reference to the free family of color 
that he sired and stated erroneously that the 1850 Federal 
census sh~:>wed him living alone except for his overseer. 62 

Joel T. Rivers was born about 1776-1777, in Virginia, son of 
Joel and Rhoda (Harwell) Rivers, and moved to Alabama by way 
of North Carolina and Tennessee (Ross 1972 1:244-246) .'l 

61 1830 U.S. Census, Monroe Co., AL; District allotted to Ge~rge 
Lafayette, line 16: Joel T. Rivers, 1 white male 20-30; 1 white male 
30-40; 1 white male 50-60; 2 fpc males under 10; 3 fpc females under :'J; 
1 fpc fell,ale 24-36. Total: 9 (U.S. Census 1830c, 57). 

1840 U.S. Census, Monroe Co .. AL. line 28: Joel T. Rivers: 1 W~ 
under 5, 1 wm 10-15; 1 wm 15-20; 1 wm 60-70; 1 wf under 5; 1 wf 5-10; 2 
wf 10-15; 1 wf 15-20; 1 fpc f 36-55; no slaves. Total: 10 (U.S. Census 
1840C, 233). 

'2 1.8510 U. S. Census, Monroe Co., AL, #334: Joel T . Rivers, 73, ~. 
W, b. VA; Edy, 51, f, B, b. GA; Simolene, 31, f, B, b. AL; Nancy. 26. :. 
c, b. AL; Rhoda, 23, f, c. b. AL; George, 20, m, c, b. AL; Mary. :7. ~. 
c, b. AL; James, 11, m, c, b. AL (U.S. Census 1850c). 

n 1:'hE! petition refers to this book and the petitioner subml:: ed 3 

copy of t,he Rivers chapter. However, the petition narrative reve::sed 
the discUlssion of Joel Rivers and Joel T. Rivers, showing Rhoda Ha::'.e:: 
as the de:ceased wife of Edy Weaver's companion rather than as hlS "T'Iot:>er 
(MOWA Pet,. Narr. 1988, 56). 

The: petition says he that he was born in 1877 LillI in Virg.r.:3. 
and died in, 1853 at Grove Hill, Alabama, and that he was the son :Jf ':oel 
T. Rivers, a,nd Rhoda Harwell. One pet. anc. chart says Joel T. Ri'Je::s 
was born in, l827 [~] in Virginia, but that must be an error, Slnc~ 
Joel T. F~iv'ers and Edy Weaver had children born in the 1820's. 

In 1882, a local historian wrote: ~Richara Rivers and Joel R~ve~s 
were brethe~rs from Tennessee. Both lived to be very aged men. The 
latter died: at Grove Hill when the yellow fever prevailed in 1853. He 
had a sen, Hinchey Rivers, and a daughter who became Mrs. C.E. Woodard-
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Census records indicate that Edy Weaver was born about 1799 
in Geol~l~ia. Although one ancestry chart submitted by the 
petitioner says that she was born about 1779, that must be a 
typogra.phical error. One ancestry chart submitted by the 
peti tll)ne:r says she died about 1845 in Monroe County, 
Alabam,:i, but the census indicates that she was still alive 
in 186 J. U 

Joel T. Rivers provided for Edy Weaver and her children. On 
July 20, 1844, Joel T. Rivers of the County of Monroe, 
Alabama, of the first part, made an indenture with James H. 
Draughon of the same place of the second part and Edy Weaver 
of the s'3.me place as aforesaid of the third part, for land 
in Mor..J::-ol~ County to hold for the benefit of Edy Weaver and 
the issue of her body. The document was witnessed by 
G [ardIlf:r] D. Foster [JP] and John J. McDonald and filed for 
recorcl August 4, 1844 (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Rivers file) . 

Edy WHaver Rivers does not appear on the 1870 Federal census 
of Monroe Co., Alabama, and was not located on the index to 
the 11370 Federal census of Alabama. BAR's research was 
unabl,: to locate estate administrations for either Joel T. 
Rivers or Edy Weaver Rivers at the Monroe County 
Court t"l.ouse . 65 Checking the names of Rivers, Weaver, and 
Draughon in the direct and indirect indexes to deeds in 
MOnrOE! County gave no information as to what became of the 
land placed in trust in 1844. 

Anne Ive,aver Byrd. See the discussion below under the name 
of hex husband', Lemuel Byrd. 

CeciJ.:..!LWeatherford. For one Weaver maternal line, that of 
David Weaver's wife, oral tradition is supplemented to some 
extent by 1908 applications to Guion Miller for inclusion in 
the <listribution of Eastern Cherokee.funds under the act of 
1906. 

(Ball 1882, 368). Elsewhere. he gives the daughter'S name: "Charles S. 
wood~rd [who died in 1853) married Miss Martha V. Rivers of FrankL:"!, 
Tenne !Ise~e," and indicated that this family resided in Clarke County, 
Alab~ma (Ball 1882, 411). 

';4 1860 U.S. Census, Monroe Co., AL, #926: Edy Weaver, '59, f, mu, 
b. GJ'\; Nancy, 33, b. AL; Mary. 23, b. AL; Sarah, 15; Martha, 11: Joel. 
8; Rll,:>di!, 8; Martha, 6; James. 4: Elizabeth, 3: Agustus, 3 (U.S. Census 
1860,:, 137). 

65 Rivers may have died in Clarke County (Ball 1882, 368). 
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Peti ti :'n claims. The petitioner alleges that the wife of 
David Weaver was Cecile Weatherford, daughter of William 
Weatherford" and Nancy Fisher" (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
53). The! petition did not present documentation, other than 
the assertions made on the 1908 Guion Miller applications 
(see b,:lc)w), regarding maternal Weatherford ancestry for the 
childr,:n of David Weaver (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 53 and 53 
note 8~) his wife was apparently dead prior to the 1850 
census. The Guion Miller applications contain several 

" Guion Miller Report. #1139. John F. McGhee: 

Th,:!rl~ are several hundred persons who have filed 
appHcations for participation in the distribution of 
til,:! J:::astern Cherokee fund. who for the most part, live 
i11 the extreme southern section of Alabama and the 
WI!:;t!~rn section of Florida. who are not Cherokees at 
a:.l, . . . Quite a number of these claim descent from 
s\lt:h historic Creek characters as Billy Weatherford, . 
. . and most of these applicant's (~l claim only 
tln:'ough the Hollinger, . . . families, which are all 
oi Creek origin . . . and they file their applications 
ullijer the impression that descendants of Creek Indians 
an~ Imtitled to share in this fund. This idea was 
sIl:r:eiid in certain sect ions of the south by some 
at':orneys and claim agents. . . . (Cherokee by Blood 
1. 362). 

The pet:.':ic:mer also submitted a list of MOWA applicants under 
Docket :!l. Indian Claims Commission. but did not submit copies of 
the app:.iciitions themselves. The petitioner additionally 
submi ttnlj copies of eight letters from the, MOWA ereelt applicat icr.s 
file. ~~he:3e, from the Muskogee Area Office of the BIA, dated 
January :20. 1972, stated in each case: "You have not prcven that 
Willi .. llfelltherford or Jos iah Fisher is your lineal ancestor, ncr 
have YOll plroven that you. or any other ancestor through whom 
eligibi:.i.ty may be claimed. are Creek Indian by blood" (MOWA Pet 
1988, E~cJlil)i t, Docket 21) . 

07 Thle petition also alleges that Nancy Fisher later martl~1j 
Phillip Chiistang, son of Dr. ';ohn Chastang. "with whom she rais~-j '~~ 
child, CI!c:ile". It claims that George Reed, son of Daniel and i<: t .. 

Reed, Wil;B .:llso married on September 21. 1861. to Fotenez/Fotany ...... ~ 
granddau,;hl:er of Nancy (Fisher) Edenfield and Phillip Chastang V.A 
Pet. Nal'~:r. 1988, 28, note 12; 29. note 17). ' 

TIl'! ciocument in question stated that Foteney Weaver was t~,~ 
granddaw;hl:er of Nancy Edenfield Chastang: it nowhere indicated· - ,. 
Fotenez/Fol:any Weaver was the granddaughter of Philip Chastang. :":,: . " 
Nancy Eci,en:Eield Chastang' 5 maiden name was Fisher, nor that this 
Fotenez/~ol:any Weaver was a daughter of David Weaver, the MBC anCf'lI' r 
The 1850 Ct:msus of Mobile County, Alabama, did not place a daughtf'f • 
this nam,e :in the David Weaver household; she was not listed as a ,. t .. - ~ 
on any of l:he Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee Fund applications cO"'l=.~·" j 

by his );::101..rl children; nor is she listed among his children else,,~f': ~ . ~ 
the pet:.':ic:m (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988. 30 note 19). 
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variant!~ 'of the maiden name of David Weaver's wife. n The 

lie I"et.ter of Thomas Reed, Guion Miller Applications I February 7, 
1908. Transmitted by R.P. Reed. 

My grandparents on Mothers side were David Weaver and 
T:h:LY C.cil W.av.r born W.atherford died some time in 
18:;0 was born in Georgia .... My Uncles and aunts 
ar E! J'erome Chestang Tiney Reed David C Weaver, Emma 
ReE!d Alfred Weaver and Albert Weaver who are living 
arc! Thomas, Eliza Jane, Mathilda and Geo W. Weaver who 
aIe~ dead. Those alive are now claimants with myself . 

. My reason for believing myself entitled under 
descemd from Cherokee Indians is my mothers statement 
te, the fact as received from her mother and 
gnmdmother . . . I claim the right to participate 
trlro'-lgh my mother's Grandmother Nancy Weatherford." 
LE!t:tE~r of Seaborn Read. Fairford, Ala. 2.17.1908. Application No, 

41718 - U;!93. 
My fclther was William Ried born in Washington Co Ala 
aIlci rny mother is Lorinde Reed born at Mount Vernon 
Mobile Co. Ala. . . . My Grandparents on Fathers side 
wl~:re Daniel Reed born in Kentucky and Rose Reed born 
ill Wcishington Co Alabama were not living in 1851 .. 
. On Mothers side my Grandparents were David Weaver 
bOt"n in Georgia and Tin.y C.cil. "'.av.r (born 
"'.,t;ath.rford) in Georgia died some time in 1850. 
Application of David Crocket Weaver, res. Sims Chapel, Wash~:-;' 

Co .• AL. l~orn Feb. 3 [year illegible]. Mt. Vernon. AL. He clalme-j 
through "Nancy Fisher; also Wm. Weatherford my Grand Father." He w~s 
age 67; his wife was age 63. In one place. he said that his .other'. 
maiden1am'e Nancy Fisher; Father Dave Weaver; elsewhere. he named :-,.:i 
.oth.r ;.uly Pi.her. His father died April 7[?]. 1889; his mother I.· 
in 1851. Grandparents William Weatherford and Nancy Fish~r Idimis:· ..... , 
grandmo:her was a Cherokee sqaw [~] and my grandfather was Wm 
Weatherford an Indian warrer [~l of the Creek nation." 

Application of Ernaline/Tiny (Weaver) Reed, Fairford. AL. bcr­
l843 near Mt. Vernon. Alabama, age 64. Her father was David Weave: 
born in Georgia; her mother was Sec1el Weaver, born ~ TenD •• , ••. 
grandmother H&Dey Pi.her va. born in T.nn •••••. 

Letter of Britina (Weaver) Reed. Fairford. Ala. 2/17/1908: 
My' father was David Weaver born in Georgia and wy 
.,clt!:l .. r va. Cecile W.av.r born in Georgia (W.atherford) 
.~~ di.d in 1850 b.for. .nrol1a.nt . . . My 
Crandparents were on Mothers side Bill Weatherford and 
!ic!lncy Weatherford born Fisher an Cherokee Indian squaw 
IIIho died in 1850 about 16 days after my mother 
(Cecile) died. They were born in Tennessee. My 
C;,randmother in Fathers side was Linny weaver a white 
III'Clm4!!Ln born in Georgia. I dont know who my Grandfather 
III'US . . . . My Unc:les and Aunts on fathers side were 
JJtnie Byrd. Jeddy Rivers and Jim Weaver on Mothers 
~:.dE~ had none . . . . I believe that I am descended 
from Cherokee Indians because my mother Cec:ile and 
Gl:-andmother NaI'lCY Weatherford repeatedly told me so 

. . I claim through my Grandmother Nancy 
~lf!at:herford . 

58 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 81 of 186 



Technical Report -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

Weaver applications were rejected by the Miller Commission 
for lack of documentation of Eastern Cherokee ancestry. The 
Miller Commission did not rule on other Indian ancestry. 

The pet:Ltion claims that during the Creek War, Nancy Fisher 
swam a ciet2p creek with her daughter, Cecile, strapped to her 
back, to reach safety (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 27). However, 
in a ve'J:"sion of what was apparently the same story related 
to a reseiarcher in 1934, no names were attached to the 
incider.',t iand the circumstances were quite different: "Jim 
Lars By'rd of the Tassie Byrd neighborhood tells interesting 
stories of Indian-white couples. When the soldiers were 
moved from Mount Vernon, he saw one squaw with a half-breed 
papoose s1i1im a deep creek to escape going away with the 
father c)f her child" (Murphy 1935, 10). 

Known LlI~scendants of William Weatherford. The petition's 
claim that Cecile Weatherford was the daughter of William 

. WeatheI'j:ord (said to be Creek) and Nancy Fisher (said to be 
CherokeE~) is based upon the family's oral tradition, as 
recorde,d l:Jn various applications for Guion Miller Eastern 
Cheroke'E~Funds completed in 1907 and 1908 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 27 note 10; 28-29). 

The Wea"l:h<erford family file submitted by the petitioner as 
an exhibit, 'including recollections from documented 
Weather::ord descendants collected by the Alabama Department 
of Arct.:L v,es and History and, the Mississippi Department of 
Archive:sand History, also made no mention of either Nancy 
Fisher, C'ecile" Weatherford, or the Weaver family (MOWA Pet. 
1988, E:x. Weatherford Family File) . 

Richarc'l H. Faust's thesis on William Weatherford (Faust 
1973) c:(::mtains extensive information on his parents, his 
uncle Ji,le:xander McGillivray, his full..siblings, his half­
siblin~r:s (Faust 1973, 15-19), his three marriages, and his 
childrE!l:l. William Weatherford's three wives were Mary 
Moniac, Sopoth Thlanie, and Mary Stiggins. Through these 
marria~'4:!s, he had four children who survived to adulthood 
(Faust 1973, 21, 24, 58, 69). 

In spit4:! of the lack of mention in these sources, the 
possibility remained open. The probable birthdate of Cecile 
WeatherEord, as approximated from the birth of her oldest 

AHre'd Weaver, in his application, said his parents were David 
Weaver and Haney Pi.har. Elsewhere, he said that his grandparents on 
his mothe:r's side were Wm. Weatherford and Nancy Fisher. 
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child in 11329 or 1830, indicated that she could have been 
born in thl~ time period between the death of Sopoth Thlanie 
in 1813 Clnd Weatherford's remarriage to Mary Stiggins in 
1817. ~. B;~ researcher visited the Monroe County, Alabama, 
courthOl.;;.se at Monroeville in an attempt to find 
documenta.tion which would provide independent confirmation 
of this family tradition. However, the Weatherford family 
information located in the Monroe County, Alabama, 
courthouse, which included probate and tJl8.rriage records, 
provided no supporting data. The surviving documents 
pertain: .. ng to William Weatherford's estate settlement in 
Monroe County, Alabama (Monroe County Probate Order Book 1, 
5, 21), made no mention of Nancy Fisher and made no 
provisi,:m for a daughter named Cecile. Neither do other 
Monroe I:ounty documents pertaining to the Weatherford family 
mention Cecile, or the Weavers (Monroe County Reverse Index 
to Deeds; Monroe County Direct Index to Deeds; Monroe County 
Probate Order Book 1, 20; Monroe County Probate Order Book 
2, 503, 517; Monroe County Marriage Book A). 

Peti tic!] Claims Concerning Nancy Fisher. In the 1908 Guion 
Miller clpp.lication files, one of Cecile Weatherford's 
daughters stated that Cecile and her mother Nancy Fisher 
were bern in Tennessee (Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee Fund 
Applica.t:ion 17393, Mrs. Tiney /Bretenea (Weaver) Reed), but 
anothel' daughter said in one place that Cecile was born in 
TennessHae and elsewhere that she was born in Georgia (Guion 
Miller :a:astern Cherokee Fund Application 17392, Lorinda 
(Weaver) Reed), while a grandson stated that Cecile was born 
in GeOJ~9ia (Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee Fund Application 
41715, Thomas Reed to Miller 2/7/1908). 

Nor ha!3 t.he petitioner's claim that Nancy Fisher, mother of 
Cecile Weatherford, had earlier married Charine Edenfield 
and la:er married Philippe Chastang" been proven. The 
only d=,cument submitted in support of this contention was 
the will of Philippe Chastang in whi~h he left land to his 
wife "tirancy Edenfield Chastang" - -land which after her death 
was to bf!come the property of ~ (not their) granddaughter, 
Fotene}' ltJeaver (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File). Philippe 
ChastaIlg's will did not mention his wife as Nancy Fisher. 
There is no "Poteney" or any similar name in the 
petitjemer's list of the children of David Weaver (MOWA Pet. 

" Philippe Chastang was a son of Dr. John Chastang and Louisan. 
an emancipated slave. The children of John Chastang and Louison were: 
BrazilE!., Philippe, Tanon, Eugene, Auguste, Eduardo, Juan Batista, 
Marguer:LtE!, Isabella, and Louise (Andrews and Higgins 1974, 13 -14) . 
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Narr. 19BB, 53 note 84) or in his known daughters' lists of 
their !;iblings on the 1908 Guion Miller applications. 
Foteney 'fleaver, granddaughter of Nancy Edenf ield Chastang, 
did, cu:::c,ording to a Bible record submitted by the 
petiti on,er, marry a man named George Reed in 1861. This 
couple did, according to a deed submitted by the petitioner, 
in 18El, inunediately after the marriage, sell the land that 
she hcHi inherited (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Reed File). There is 
no furl:her record of this woman. Thus, available 
docume!l1tary evidence does not support the petitioner's claim 
that Nc:lncy Fisher was the same person as Nancy Edenfield 
Chastal.l1g. 

The Cll,istang Connection. About 1829, before her marriage to 
David loleaver, Cecile Weatherford bore a son, Jerome 
Chastci.l1g. This man, nicknamed "Pic" Chastang, has left 
numerClllS descendants in the MBC. 

The pe!titioner's claim that Cecile Weatherford bore two 
childl"l~n, James and Jerome, to Edward Sausteine Chastang 
before! she married Dave Weaver (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 29-30) 
could not be verified on the basis of tbJ:! documentation 
submit.':ed. Elsewhere, the petition claimed that James 
Chastclng was a half-brother to Jerome on the father's side, 
and a :Eull brother to a Mary Chastang who supposedly married 
Samuel Windham (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 19 note 45) . 

In thE! 1908 Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee application files, 
David lHeaver's children listed Jerome Chastang as a half­
brothE!r, while Jerome Chastang (#14,393) listed the Weavers 
as half-siblings. There was no information on Jerome 
Chaste.mg's application form showing that he had a full 
brothE!r named James .Chastang, in spite of the petition's 
citat:;.,on to the same Guion Miller file (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 29 note 18). 

The pE!t:itioner claimed that ancestor Jerome "Pic" Chastang 
was th'e son of Edward Saustiene Chastang by Cecile 
WeathE!rford, daughter of Nancy Fisher and William 
WeathE!rford (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 18 note 42; see critique 
of th::.s claim in Andrews 1.992). The petitioner submitted a 
copy of the will of John Chastang, which did not verify this 
paternal lineage (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Chastang File). John 
Chastcmg died in 1813, so his will could not possibly have 
provided. a direct reference to a grandson supposedly born 
about 1829 or 1830. 

John Cha.stang's will did mention his son Edward (MOWA Pet. 
1988, Ex:. Chastang Files; Andrews and Higgins 1974, 13). 
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Edward Chastang died in 1843. His will mentioned Nancy, 
whom hf! described as "the woman I live with as wife," and 
several children, including a son "Faustuin," who was also 
called Fostin or Foster (Andrews and Higgins 1974, 13; U.S. 
Census 18S0a) .70 No references located by BAR researchers 
indical:e that Edward Chastang's middle name was Saustiene 
(Andreus and Higgins 1974, 13). 

The petitioner also submitted an abstract only of the 1846 
will 0:: a.nother man, who was named Saustin Chastin. It 
named :siJ<: children who had been borne to him out of wedlock 
by a f:cee~ woman of color, Delphine Juzan: 71 Juzan, 
Sousti:1, Edward, Coralie, Joseph, and Ac:iolph (MOWA Pet. 
1988, ~x. Chastang File). The abstract of an 1860 estate 
settle'Tlent for Zenon Chastang listed ten children: Zenon, 
Jr.; Alphonse, Francis, Joseph, Lewis, Saustiene, Edward of 
Baldwin. County, Catherine the wife of Edward Chastang i 
Isabella, widow of Joseph Laurentj Louisa, wife of Jerome 
Andry (M()WA Pet. 1988, Ex. Chastang File).12 

None of this material from Chastang family records, 
pertaining to men with names similar to "Sostang" Chastang 
eitheI: dl!termined the paternity of Jerome Chastang, MBC 
ancestC)r, or provided any information pertaining to Cecile 
Weathe l:f(Jrd. 

Guion Hiller Eastern Cherokee Fund Applications Completed by 
Grandcl1ildren of David Weaver and Cecile Weatherford. In 
1907 amd 1908, several grandchildren of David Weaver and 

'0 The children, borne ::: him by Celeste Collin. a free Crec:e ~: 
color ~1C)mc:tn. were Louisa. Jacques, Gert:rude, Francoise. Catherlne. 
Faustui.l'l. Alexis. and Sylvest re (Andrews and Higgins 1974. 13; Ancrelo/:i 
1992b. lB(». 

71 Df!lphine Juzan was one of the children borne to Daniel ':'.;za:-.. ~ 
white T:IA!n., by Justine Lorant :also spelled Laurent). a free Creol~ ~: 
color If':>Tru!ln: Dalcour Juzan. ';usClne Juzan, Carmine Juzan, Marte:~: 
Juzan, and Merone Juzan (King and Barlow 1987. 84; MOWA Pet. 1988. ~x 
Chasta:1g :File, abstract wich var:ant readings of the names). The'" ~ .. 
of JU8;:in'! Laurent, who dled 'Jc':ober 15. 1867. named: Barbara, ... ~:~ 
Fausti::l Chastang; Thomas Juzan; Clemencia Gomez, wife of William 3~"'"z; 
Eliza Laurent. wife of Balletlne Laurent; Lucom (7) Nicholas; Ade ~ ~ 3 

Nicholas; Sedoin J. Chastang. Rome Juzan, Clemencia Hall, and Ne: ~ .'T, 

Hall (abstract in: MOWA Pet. 1988. Ex. Chastang File). 

,. John Chastang's brother Joseph had a descendant named "S 1:1.:: ~ -.... 
Chastan.g who, although himself white, also left a Creole of color ~~-~.y 
in Mobile County. Alabama (Nordmann 1990, 24). Sidoine Chastang WdS ., 

the cOI'rect age range to have possibly fathered Jerome Chastang. c· ... ':. : -.e 
name dc~s not not really have a similar pronunciation to RSosrang.· 
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Cecile Weatherford also completed applications for the 
distribution of Eastern Cherokee funds by Guion Miller, 
based llpoln the supposed Cherokee ancestry of Cecile 
Weathe::-folrd through her mother, Nancy Fisher. 
unfortunately, the information which they provided was 
incons:Lstent, inconclusive, and added nothing to the 
statements that had been made by Cecile's daughters. 

Alabama (Reed) Echols, a daughter of George and Ellen 
Britina (Weaver) Reed, listed her paternal grandparents as 
"Daniel Reed and WIn Weatherford" and her maternal 
grandparents as "Britinia Fisher Weaver and Cecily Warford 
[.ill) . II Her sister Corinnia (Reed) Weaver also filed a 
claim, listing grandparents only as Daniel Reed and Rose 
Reed, omitting the Weaver side of the family entirely. 

Geo. R. W'eaver of Sims Chapel, Alabama, in one place listed 
his grandparents as David Weaver and Cecely Weaver and Jesse 
Evans and. Mahala Evans. Another entry on the same 
application form gave the names as David Weaver and Cicely 
Weathe:i:fc1rd, born in Georgia. 

The application of Lemuel Weaver indicated the grandparents 
as Dav:Ld Weaver and Cicely Weatherford [name omitted) and 
Mimey Byrd. He indicated that they were living in Mobile 
County, 1!.labama, in 1846. The Miller Commission's reject lvn 
of the Le~muel Weaver application (#95) stated: "It does not 
appear tbat any ancestor was ever enrolled or that any 
ancestor was party to the treaties of 1835-6 or 46. Shows 
no connection with the Eastern Cherokees. "71 

Was th,~ere! any possible connection of Cecile (Weatherford I 

Weaver to a "historical tribe" in the acknowledgment: 
contexC? Even if proof of Creek and Cherokee ancestry cou~j 
be located for Cecile Weatherford, wife of David Weaver. 
there :i.s nothing to indicate that this would be relevant ~:J 
a peti':icln for Federal recognition of the MBC as an Ind! ~n 
tribe. A.side from the unconfirmed narratives of the 
circum:~taLnces of her birth, statements by her descendan ~ • 
in their Guion Miller applications place Cecile Weather! :nj. 
about 182:9, at a settlement called Chastangs, in Mobile 
County, A.l abama, where she bore a child to a free Creo 1 e oJ f 
color Erclm the Chastang family. Shortly thereafter, she 
marriefj David Weaver, who had come to Alabama from Georg 1 a. 

73 Ot:her applicants: Benja. A. Weaver, Oscar Weaver; David .~ 
Weaver, Cl:Lfford Weaver, David Weaver, Irene Rivers. Jennie Rivers. ~ .. 
were re:lI!ct:ed. 
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and who ha.s no documented Indian ancestry. Census records 
for thi:; family place them in the vicinity of whites and of 
non-Indian free persons of color throughout the antebellum 
period. 1'here is no indication that Cecile Weatherford 
maintai:1ed any type of tribal affiliation, or that she was a 
member:::f any American Indian community. Rather, it appears 
that even if she was of Indian ancestry, she had left her 
tribe. 

Lemuel ~DD~. Several families named Byrd settled in Mobile 
County, Alabama. There were two men named Lemuel Byrd: one 
the MaC ancestor and one the head of an apparently unrelated 
white Eyrd family. Several records cited by the petition as 
pertair..:.ng to the MaC ancestor Lemuel Byrd, such as service 
in the Chunchula Guards (a unit which the petition describes 
as "maCli! up primarily of established Indian families") 
during the Civil War (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 92), in fact 
pertaiIlf~d to the non-MaC Lemuel Byrd, and to other unrelated 
Byrd mEmo 

Peti tio.ll claims. The petition states that MBC ancestor 
Lemuel Byrd was a mixed-blood Cherokee originally from North 
Carolina who married Anna "Twy" Weaver, a Cherokee woman 
from G'~orgia (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 45). The petitioner 
claims that Lemuel Byrd's father was Captain Redbird, and 
his mo:her's name was Smith, both sides mixed Irish and 
Indian fI~om the Carolinas (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 49). On 
the 1860 Federal census of Mobile County, Alabama, Lemuel 
Byrd wa~s recorded as born in North Carolina; his wife wa. 
born in Georgia (U.S. Census 1860a, 137). On the 1880 
Federal c:ensus, Lemuel Byrd's sons, William Thomas Byrd, Age 
60, anti ll'lash Byrd, age Sl, also stated that their father wa. 
born in North Carolina and their mother washam in Georqla 
(U.S. Census 18S0a, 19; u.s. Census 1880a, 20A). 
Connectil:::>ns to other Byrd families suggested by the 
petitioner (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 49-50) are unverified.'· 

Althow;h the petition states that Lemuel Byrd was a m~x~· 
blood Cherokee, his descendants did not attempt to clallll 
Eastel:-n Cherokee funds in 1908 on the Byrd line (Guion 
Mille:: E:astem Cherokee Fund Applications) . 

14 Later associations between MBC families and descendants ot 
Oliver Merida Smith and his wife Barbara Byrd, who moved from Nort~ 
Caroli~a and South Carolina to Mississippi, suggest a possible 
conneccion which should be thoroughly explored. The petition cont.~n. 
information on this couple and their background (MOWA Pet. Narr. l"'. 
61-62) • 
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Military Pension Application. In his War of 1812 pension 
applicaLion, Lemuel Byrd stated that he married Annie Weaver 
in Green:! County, Georgia, on April 19, 1819, and the 
petition states that the oldest child was born in 1820 in 
Georgia (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 51). BAR researchers found 
no recorfj of this marriage in the published index of Greene 
County rl.arriages (Ingmire 1985), but the index to the 1820 
census of Georgia did show several heads of families named 
"Bird" :.:n Greene and Putnam Counties (Jackson and Teeples 
1976) . Lemuel Byrd's 1812 pension application stated that 
he servE~lj during 1817/1818 from Putnam County, Georgia. The 
service record was not contested: the pension claim was 
rejected only on the grounds that his service took place 
after the treaty in 1815 which ended the War of 1812. The 
applicat.:ion states that Lemuel Byrd, during his service, was 
involved in skirmishes with Indians. It does not, however, 
provide any confi-rmation of the oral tradition that he was 
part-ChE~rokee, or that his wife was Cherokee. 

Lemuel Byrd is documented as having served from Putnam 
County, Georgia, during the Seminole War in 1817 (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 1988, 46-48; copy of Lemuel Byrd's War of 1812 Pension 
Applicatio,n, MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Byrd File). The pension 
applicatic,n, which was rejected only on grounds that his 
period of service took place after the date of pension 
eligibility, indicates that he received a bounty land 
warrant in return for his service, and that he married Anna 
Weaver in Green County, Georgia, on April 19, 1819 (MOWA 
Pet. 19::38, Ex. Byrd File) . 

Federal Ce!nsus Records. The first record locating this 
Lemuel li3YI'd in Mobile County, Alabama, was the 1830 Federal 
census, which indicated that his household contained one 
white ft!~maLle aged between 30 and 50 years, and six free 
persons of: color, two young adul t s and f our children (U. S . 
Census l830a, ll) .75 In 1840, his household was again 
mixed bll!t""'een white residents and free persons of color 
(U.S. CII!nSIUS 1840a, 73). 76 In 1850, 1860, and 1870, his 
family "iaSI consistently classified as mulatto (U. S. census 

7S 1830 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, excluding the City of Mcbl~e: 
Lemuel Bi::-d" 1 white female 30-50; 3 fpc males under 10; 1 fpc male :0-
24; 1 fpc: melle 24-36; 1 fpc female 24-36. Total: 7 (U.S. Census :8)Ca. 
11 line ~rl • 

" L840 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL: Lemuel Bird: 1 wm 20-)0; 1 
wm 30-40; 1 fpc m under 10; 5 fpc m 10-24; 1 fpc m 24-36: 1 fpc f under 
10; 1 fpc: f 36-55. Total: 11 m.s. Census 1840a, 73 line 26). 
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18S0a, ~a1; u.s. Census 1860a, 137; U.S. Census 1870a, 
344) .77 

According to the 1850 agricultural census of Mobile County, 
Alabama Lemuel Byrd had 40 acres and livestock with a value 
of $1,200.00. His son William owned 64 acres and livestock 
with a ''falue of $1,310.00. The family's landholdings 
expanded significantly in the next decade: by 1860, Lemuel 
Byrd Sr. held 375 acres; William T. Byrd held 320 acres, 
G.W. Byr'd held 320 acres, and Lemuel Byrd, Jr. held 165 
acres (Krordrnann 1990, 200-221). Records exist pertaining to 
the purc:hclse and disposition of Lemuel Byrd's land. 7' 

Oral History and Local Tradition. Reports in the published 
literatllrE~ concerning the origins of Lemuel Byrd were based 
upon orcll tradition and bear almost no resemblance to the 
above'documentary record. For example, in 1934, speaking to 
author Ca:l:'l Carmer, a local resident said that: 

n):,11 the real Cajans sprung from the Byrd family," 
"Captain Red Byrd was a Mexican Indian and he come 

to Mobile County along time ago and married a Louisiana 
Cclj an- - that I s how the name happened. He had a band of 
w:.ld men with him. They called him 'Daddy Lem' but 
everybody else called him Captain Red Byrd because he 

77 1850 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, #560/560: Lemuel Byrd, 55, 
m, mu, l:i:irrner, b. NC; Ann, 60, f, mu. g. GA; washington, 21, m, mu, b, 
Al..; Lemll'el, 19. m, mu; Martha, 16, f, mu; William, 3D, m, mu; JeSSle 
Weaver, 16. m, mu; Joseph, 20, m. mu; Jane, 6, f, mu; George W., 4, m, 
mu; Edw(.lrd Tapping, 32, m, white, farmer, b. AL (U.S. Census 1aSOa, 
481) , 

1360 U.S. Census, Northern Division, Mobile Co., AL, #56/56: 
Lemuel 3yra, Sr., 65, m, mu, farmer, $200/S1000, b. NC; Anne, 69, f, mu, 
b. Geo; Martha, 20, f, mu, b. AL (u.s. Census 1860a, 137). 

1870 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, Beat No. ~, #380/379: Lemuel 
Bird, 72, m, mu, farmer, S300/S900, b. NC; Anna, 79, f, mu, b. GA; 
Gordis [Gordu?], Patsy, 32, f, mu, b. AL;John, 13, m, mu; Lemuel, 9. ~, 
mu; Nancy, 7, f, mu; Claborn, 4, m, mu; Wilkinson, Daniel, 21, m, W, 
laborer (t;I.S. Census 1870a, 344). 

71 June 13, 1836, Purchase by Lemuel Byrd, Land office at St., 
StephemJ, Alabama, East 1/2 of SE 1/4 of Sec. 2, Township 1, Range 1 
West, containing 80 acres; paid S100.60 cash and signed his marie :1.S. 
Public J:'alld Certificate No. 7528 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 53 and 53 nOte 
82) . 

l~1Jgust 11, 18Bl, deed: Between William T. Byrd, G. W. 'Byrd Lemuel 
Byrd all,j Martha A. Rivers of the first part of the County of Mobile and 
State I)f Alabama and Max Schwarzauer of the aforesaid county. S2 00. 
Signed: W.T. Byrd, Elizabeth Byrd, G.W. ·X· Byrd, James D. ·X~ Rivers, 
Laura 'X" Byrd, Lemuel Byrd, Nancy Byrd, Martha ·X· Rivers (MOWA Pet. 
1988, ~x. Byrd File). 
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anj. the men stuck red feathers in the little caps they 
wore. They all dressed in animal skins and carried 
clubs; to hunt with, and after they had killed a beast 
they ate his meat raw. Captain Red Byrd was eight feet 
tall and he had hair allover him and he was stronger 
tha.n anybody" (Carmer 1934, 258 - 259) . 

Even within the petitioner's ancestral families, by the mid-
20th cer..tl.lry, legends were running rampant: 

Eve!rj' Cajan recognized Lem Byrd, also known as "Pappy 
Byrd", "Captain Red Byrd", and "Daddy Lem" , as one of 
the! 1:irst of the large family of Byrds who now occupy 
thi.s woods territory. While there is no written 
his:tc:>ry concerning him, old settlers agree that he came 
frclm "the northern part of the country" - probably 
Canada - and that he was a skilled farmer and 
bri.dcmason. His wife, whom he brought to the woods 
from Mobile, was said to be an Acadian. He and his 
wife opened up the present Byrd Settlement; and they 
were among the first to be known as "Cajans", according 
to CCljan tradition (Murphy 1935, 9, citing to oral 
traLdition from Mrs. Mollie Byrd, Shady Grove 
Settlement) . 

Was there any possible connection of Lemuel Byrd to a 
"histoI,j:cc~l tribe" in the acknowledgment context? As 
neither LE:!muel Byrd nor his wife had any documentable 
American Indian ancestry, neither can be considered to 
provide their descendants with a claim to Federal 
acknowIE~d~3lt\ent as an Indian tribe under the provisions :>t 
CFR 83. 7 (E~) • 

MarriagiLJ~atterns of the Weaver /Ri vers IByrd Children. 

The maIrii!ge patterns of the children of this family do not 
indicatE! i! close relationship to families of American ~~dl.n 
origin. ,Jerome Chastang, son of David Weaver's wife C~C ~ ~ ~ 
WeatheI'1:o:rd, had children by three women: between 185: ar.d 
1858, by :Rhoda Rivers, daughter of Joel T . Rivers and E:dy 
Weaver; at an undetermined date in the 1860's by Mary 
Ri vers, d,aughter of Joel T. Rivers and Bdy Weaver; and 
betweer.,. 1865 and 1884 by Cornelia "Mollie" Weaver, daugl'H~r 
of Jame:l; 'iieaver and Marguerite Parnell. 

The ch:ildren of David Weaver and Cecile Weatherford marrl~ 
as foll ()ws: 
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ThIJrnas Weaver to a woman named Mary, surname unknown, 
who was described on the 1870 census as black, 
born in Georgia; 

Lor'inda Weaver to William Reed, son of Daniel and Rose 
Reed; 

Ellen Britinia "Tiny" Weaver to George Reed, son of 
Daniel and Rose Reed; 

Tobie/Eliza Jane Weaver to Jesse Weaver, son of James 
Weaver and Marguerite Parnell (first cousin); 

David Crockett Weaver to (1) Penny Parnell (recorded in 
the 1870 census as white); (2) Ophelia Bvans; 

Ero.E~line Weaver to Reuben Reed, son of Daniel and Rose 
Reed; 

Albert "Nin" Weaver to Mary Ann "Polly" Byrd, daughter 
of William Thomas Byrd and Elizabeth A. Gibson 
(first cousin once removed); 

AJfr·ed "Sancho" Weaver to Rhoda/Rosa E. "Mid" Rivers, 
supposedly the daughter of Jerome Chestang and 
Mary Rivers (Jerome was Alfred's half-brother and 
Mary was Alfred's first cousin, which made 
Alfred'S relationship to his wife quite 
complicated] ." 

The ch:lld.ren of James and Margaret (Parnell) Weaver marrled 
as foLlow's: 

Jl)sE!ph Weaver to Elizabeth Wilkerson (aka Eliza 
Miller), who was recorded on the census as whlte, 

J,,=sSie Weaver to Tobie/Eliza Jane Weaver, daughter of 
, David Weaver (first cousin); . 

R:lbert Weaver to Annette Chastang, a member of the free 
Creole of color Chastang family; 

Wi.ll.iam Weaver to Nancy Reed, daughter of George Reed 
by Maria, and granddaughter of Daniel and Rose 
Reed; 

Taylor Weaver to Louisa "Pea" Reed, daughter of George 
Reed by Maria and granddaughter of Daniel and Rose 
Reed; 

(Ianiel Weaver to Sarah Jane Taylor, daughter of Dav l d 
and Jane (Byrd) Taylor (first cousin once 
removed) ; 

" This is the parentage for his wife submitted by the petit;;;~r 
Howevel', there were two contemporary women named Rhoda B. or Rosa 6: 
Rivers: one the daughter of Jerome Chastang and Mary Rivers; th~ ---fOr 
the dall~lht:er of James Richard Rivers and Martha Ann Byrd. This se ~:nd 
woman flupposedly married (1) John Byrd; (2) JaCK Loften; (3) LerT1\l~: 
"Book" 13Yl~d. James Richard Rivers and Martha Ann Byrd were both !;rst 
causinu of Alfred Weaver. 
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Cc:>r:nelia "Mollie" Weaver bore children to Powell Bates 
Johnston (white); married Jerome Chestang (step­
cousin) . 

The kr..own children of Edy Weaver and Joel T. Rivers married 
as fol :.01it07S : 

N'ancy Rivers to James Hopkins. He was supposedly from 
Greene County, Mississippi. According to the 
petition, he was "said to be Choctaw" (MOWA Pet. 
"Progenitor Name Lines" List 1988, 4) but no 
documentation was provided on him. BAR 
researchers did not locate him on census records. 
She also had several children who bore the Rivers 
surname. 

Rhocia Rivers bore children to Jerome Chestang (step­
first cousin); 

Mcl~r Rivers bore children to Jerome Chestang (step­
first cousin) and possibly a daughter to George 
washington Byrd (first cousin); 

JclmE!S Richard Rivers to Martha Ann "Sis" Byrd, daughter 
of Lemuel and Anna (Weaver) Byrd (first cousin) . 

The chi.ldren of Lemuel and Anna (Weaver) Byrd married as 
follows: : 

Wi.lliam Thomas Byrd to Elizabeth A. Gibson, who was 
born in Georgia and classified as white on census 
records; 

Ge!orge Washington Byrd to Laura Woodley (aka Laura 
Parnell), who was classified as white on census 
records. He was also said to have had children by 
two second cousins named Bit and Mina Rivers; 

Le!muel Byrd, Jr., to Nancy Hopkins, who was classified 
aS',white on census records; , 

M,3rtha "Sis" Byrd to James Richard Rivers, son of Edy 
Weaver and Joel T. 'Rivers (first cousin); 

J,,3me~s Byrd supposedly married and left two children, 
but the name of his wife was not known. 

This p'!ltt.ern of marriage shows a high level of endogamy 
within the Weaver/Rivers/Byrd family itself in the mid­
ninetel!!!nt~h century. Of those cousins who did not marry one 
anothe:r, the largest group married whi ta spouses; the second 
larges": group married descendants of Daniel and Rose Reed; 
the thirdl largest group married members of Mobile County 
free C:recIle of color families, and only one chose a spouse 
who wal; dlescribed by a census taker as black. No 
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descend~lts of this last marriage are in the petitioning 
group today. 

DC Asso"~i2ILted Pamilies. In the early records of Mobile 
County, Alclbama, and Washington County, Alabama, the Reed 
family ar..d the Weaver/Rivers/Byrd families do appear in 
association with certain persons. These include Levin 
Hainsworth, an early settler, and various members of the 
Johnston family, also early settlers of the area. Records 
show tha,t members of the Reed and Weaver families worked for 
these prominent landowners, who in turn appeared on their 
behalf eUS 'witnesses and securities in legal matters. 

Before :,'.880, the major MBC families of Reed and 
Weaver/Rivers/Byrd took spouses from families named 
Chastan(;, Goodman, Daugherty, Taylor J Sullivan, Lofton, 
Evans, ,:md Hopkins. Other spouses who entered the community 
bore this s;urnames of Logan, Jordan, Parnell, Newbern, and 
woodley. BAR researchers surveyed the ethnic identification 
of these~ spouses, their parents J and their siblings, 
whenever t:hese could be identified in the Federal census and 
publishE~d county-level records. With the exception of 
Chastan~J, the birth families of spouses of members of MBC 
core fcHnilies were uniformly carried upon Federal census 
recordEi as white during the mid-nineteenth century. 

Severa:;. families claimed as "Known Indian Ancestors" of the 
petitioner (Snow, Orso, etc.) were neither Indian in 
ancest:cy nor appeared in association with Reed and Weaver 
descen1jants until after 18BO. None of the demonstrable pre­
Civil~'ar and immediate post-Civil War associations of the 
MBC core families indicate the existence in either 
Washin~rt(:m County, Alabama, or Mobile County, Alabama, of a 
distinct American Indian community of which the ancestors of 
the pet:i tioner were the focus, 6r even a peripheral part. 

Censu',1 Categories, 1870-1920. In census records of marital 
familil:!s in the period 1870-1880, it was common that the 
non-f'~n<c husband or wife would be categorized as white in the 
censulS records, while the spouse of Reed or 
Weave:c/R:ivers/Byrd descent and the children were sometimes 
class ifl.ed as white, but more frequently classified as 
mulatto. Occasionally, a MBC ancestral family was listed as 
"Creole .. " On one census, the ethnic identity of some 
familiel; was written, and then over-written with a second 
ethnic: l:itle written over the original identity. However. 
from t:he microfilm copy, it was impossible to determine 
whict,. entry,. "Ind" or "Mu," was original and which revised 
(U.S. census 1870a, 340r). 
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In 18S0, the few known Mississippi Choctaw families residing 
in Mob_ll~ County, Alabama, were classified by the census 
takers a:s "Indian," whereas members of the MBC families were 
classif:il~d as "Mulatto" (U. S. Census 18S0a). In 1900, the 
census ti:iker used primarily the categories "Black" and 
"White," with a few "Mulatto" (U.S. Census 1900a; U.S. 
Census lS~OOb). 

For thE~ :Eirst time in 1910, a Federal census attributed a 
mixed In(:lian identity to MBC core families. Those living in 
Mobile Cc)unty were normally classified as either "Mulatto" 
or "CrE~ole," with only the Mississippi Choctaw families 
listed as "Indian" (U.S. Census 1910a). In Washington 
County, however, one census taker for Fairford Precinct 
wrote cL note in the margins of the pages to explain the 
"mixed'" category he had applied to the MBC ancestral 
familie!s: "These people entered as mixed are composed [~] 
Indian and Spanish. Some of others mixed french, some with 
white cLncl some with negro. (The prevailing habits are 
Indian). Called Cajuns" (U.S. Census 1910b, ED 143, sheet 
1). On the next page, he wrote, "Indians, negro, & spanish 
French & white called Cajuns" (U.S. Census 1910b, ED 143, 
sheet lB). On sheet 4, the margin stated, "Indian spanish 
white and negro called Cajun". (U.S. Census 1910b, ED 143, 
sheet 4,). Similar entries were placed on sheet SB, and 
sheet EI (U.S. Census 1910b, ED 143, sheet SB, sheet 8). In 
Malcolm Precinct, the census taker wrote in the margin, 
"Indian l?rench Spanish, white and Arcadian (these people are 
called Cajun" (U.S. Census 1910b, ED 142, sheet SB), while 
on anot.hE:!r sheet his note was "Indian spanish whites and 
negro called Cajuns" (U.S. census 1910b, ED 142, sheet 12), 
on a third sheet, "Ot White and Indian" (U.S. Census 1910b, 
ED 142, l;heet 2, sheet 6B), and on a fourth sheet, "OT 
Indian & Portuguese & White" (U.S. Census 1910b, ED 142, 
sheet 4,) .. 

On the 1920 census, in addition to' "B/W/Mu," MBC ancestral 
familie!s were sometimes classified as "Creole French 
Mulattc)el;" (U.S. Census 1920a, ED 77, sheet SA). Henry 
LaurenCLine, a Mississippi Choctaw, was "Ind," but his wife 
Delphir.Le was "Mu" (U.S. Census 1920a, ED 77, sheet SA). In 
Washinsrtc)n County, one sheet noted "French and Indian" in 
the margin for a few families classified as nOt" (U.S. 
Census 15~20b, ED 162, sheet 14A), but all others were w, B, 
or Mu (U,.S. Census 1920b). These complex categories were 
not applied to the white spouses of MBC core family members 
or to t.hE:! relatives of white spouses of MBC ancestors: the 
non-MBC spouses and their relatives were consistently listed 
as white" 

71 
• 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 94 of 186 



• 
Technical Report -- MOWA Band of Choctaw 

ANALY~IS OF OTHER MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAW PETITION CLAIMS 

The exist.ence of partly African ancestry and partly European 
ancestry within the petitioner's major families--Reed, 
Weaver, Rivers, and Byrd--would not, in itself, in any way 
prevent Federal acknowledgment of the petitioner as an 
Indian t:::"i:be. The problem is that the petitioner cannot 
demonstl'ate that those ancestors with mixed European and 
African .ancestry, including Daniel and Rose Reed and the 
four Wea.ver siblings, were absorbed into a continuously 
existin(~ American Indian tribe, American Indian entity, or 
America:) Indian community. 

The peti.tioner's attempt to demonstrate the existence of a 
continuin~3' American Indian tribal entity, or conununity, in 
southwestf~rn Alabama in the first half of the nineteenth 
century was not documented. The petitioner's claim that 
distinc:t: .Mierican Indian conununities existed at Kun-Shak in 
Washin9con County and at Kun-sly in Mobile County (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. :.988, 15) is not verified by any local documents, 
county··level documents J state documents, or BIA records. 
Federal census records of these localities and the land 
records pertaining to these localities do not in any way 
confi~n the petitioner's contentions. 

Almost all of the claims to Indian ancestry made in the 
petition have been disproven. Most of the families listed 
by the petition as members of the "Mobile County settlemer.t" 
in thE: decade prior to the Civil War (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
74) h2uj either no claim to Indian lineage or no genealogical 
input into the petitioning group (or neither one) .10 In 
addit:~on, the "Washington County settlement" purported by 
the p'!titioner to be Indian and claimed during the same tlme 
periol 3, c:onsisted of Rose Reed, the families of her children, 
and oO.e Weaver brother, none of whom demonstrated Indian 
ancest.ry (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 75). 

u Windham, Orso, Moniac, :"'ewis, Juzan, Trenier, Evans, Su: ~ . ': :!" 
Wilkenloll, Newbern, Hollinger. and Lofton. 

'l'hl! Moniac and Trenier f ami 1 ie$ have not been documented as 
ancest'ral to the petitioner, nor ar-e they claimed as ancestral t: ~- .. 
petitioner anywhere else in the petition. 

The Evans, Sullivan, Wi lkerson, Newbern, and Lofton fami 1:. es -.d·'~ 
not been shown to have any American Indian ancestry. 

The Windham, Orso, Lewis, Juzan, and Hollinger families hav~ 
neitbElr been shown to be ancestral to the petitioner nor to have 
American Indian ancestry in the branches of those families cla:me1 :1$ 

ance~tral to the petitioner. 
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ProbleJIi1;1 wi th tribal origins. 
Weaver/Rivers/Byrd) have been 
The pet~ition also claims many 
not beml firmly documented as 
Indian, 

The major family groups (Reed 
discussed extensively above. 
other early ancestors who have 
Choctaw, or even as American 

The lifi1: of "Known Indian Ancestors" submitted by the 
petitioner (see Exhibit A) claimed a mixture of Choctaw, 
Creek, and Cherokee ancestors, with one each of Houma (MOWA 
Pet. NClrr. 1988, 94), Chickasaw (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 43; 
see alf:t) 62, 62 note 20, 65), and Apache (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 1(1).11 The claim to Houma ancestry was based on 
oral tl'cidi tion only, and is contradicted by documentary 
evidenc:(~ pertaining to the supposed Houma woman. The 
surname! is not found among the Houma prior to 1900 (see 
charts in the final section of this Technical Report), The 
claim t (J Chickasaw ancestry through the Colbert family is 
unlikely, as can be seen by reference to the charts in the 
final sE~ction of this Technical Report. The claim of Apache 
ancestI~' for one child, which dates to the 1890's (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 1988, 101), was also based on oral tradition only, and 
is denj E~d by those who have studied the imprisonment of 
GeronimC) ,and his band at Fort Stoddert, Alabama (see charts 
in the final section of this Technical Report) . 

UndocutT~mted claims of descent from prominent historical 
Chocta\ti_ l~=aders. The petitioner has attempted to tie the 1 r 
ancest:ral families to those of well-known Choctaw and CreeK 
leaders of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuriE~s. For example, the petition states that two -mlxed 
blood Indian countrymen . William Colpert, of the 
Chickasclwls, and Charles Juzan, Choctaw" who witnessed the 
Treaty e)f 1805 at Mount Dexter "have descendants among the 
Mowas" ,:M('WA Pet. Narr. 1988, 11 note 24). However, the 
claim tha1: members of the petitioner descend from these ~ wo 
men was nCJt documented in the petition, and the lines 
claimed tCJ them have been disproved by BAR researchers, ~.e 
same is t:rue of the assertion made in the petition that "TWSr.y 
of the n:tel:1 associated with the Choctaw Trading House, 18':: ~ 
1816, WE~rl! ancestors of the petitioner (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 12 c:md 12 note 27) . 

11 For detailed analysis of BAR findings on each of these cl~.~ 
individually, see the charts in the final section of this report. 
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Piaminyc';) Hometak. 12 It is undeniable that Piamingo 
Hometal~, Chief of Hobuckintoopa who resided near St. 
Stephens on the Tombigbee River, sold his land there in 1780 
and J. 7~19. Copies of the deeds were included in the MOWA 
petition documentation. However, the petition's statements 
that P:LatTlingo Hometak moved to the High Hill area and became 
one of th.e MBC ancestors (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 14; 55 note 
9J.) art:! not documented by the material presented in the 
petiti':m. An affidavit made in 1974 pertaining to the 
ancestry of Henry Eaton, born in 1852, (HOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 14-15; 14 note 32) does not constitute proof of 
descent.1l 

Althou~rh it may be true (but not documented in the petition) 
that one of Hometak's daughters married Cornelius Daugherty, 
Jr., a half-Cherokee countryman (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 14), 
this dc;els not tie Hometak to the MEC, as Willis Daugherty, 
the MEC ,~ncestor, was not, as claimed in the petition, the 
son of Cornelius Daugherty, Jr., and Hometak's daughter 
(MQWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 14). Willis Daugherty, husband of 
Emelinf: :Reed, stated on the 1880 census of Washington 
County, Alabama, that his father was born in Ireland (U.S. 
CenSUf~ 1880b, 141A). Daugherty Family Bible records 
submit:ted by the petitioner (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Baton, 
Henry "Doc" File), in combination with Federal census 
records (U.S. Census 1850b, 331), indicate that his parents 
were J.?eterI4 and Mary Daugherty. 

The p.:tition asserts that another of Hometak's daughters 
married James Johnston, who purchased land on High Hill In 
1836 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 14, 55 note 91). However, no 
docume:nt:ation for this supposed marriage was provided by the 
petitioner. A typed sheet on the Johnston family subnutted 

t" The petition's list of "Known Indian Ancestors" First 
Generation" lists: HOME TAI<, Choctaw. Concerning him, it state. 
"grancJ:ather of Henry , Doc' Eaton - lived on High Hill - oral hl»t ~ r-y 
from I,(!e Weaver age 79 as told by father Wade Weaver - John McGrew •... 

Deed J~K" A Wash. Co. Choctaw" (MOWA Pet. 1988, Appendix A, 7). -:"!'.f' 
same :.:i.st: includes this man's putative grandaOll, Henry Eaton, in '. ~,e 
categcny of "Known Indian Ancestor, First Generation. W 

13 'The petitioner's list of "Known Indian Ancestors, First 
Generi.ltic:m" states: ,HENRY DOC EATON, Choctaw. It describes him 5. 
"fath,!r of Viney Reed - mother Florence "Liddie- Blackmon - oral hl.t~ry 
- an .:tffidavit under oath- (MOWA Pet. 1988, Appendix A, 7). 

,", The apparent 1860 Federal census entry for this family gAve ': ~ 
father'S name as Patrick Dougherty, born in Ireland, with a wife ~ 
Patience (U.S. Census 1860a,b, 1007). 
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by the pE~ti tioner showed that James Johnston married 
Elizabe:th (Linder) Johnston, widow of his brother Daniel 
(MOWA Pet:. 1988, Ex. Reed File) .15 The only documentation 
submittecl to tie MBC ancestors directly to Johnston was that 
in 1824 he manumitted a mulatto slave girl named 
Peggie/Mclrguerite Parnell, who became the wife of James 
Weaver (~lOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 54 i no copy of the 
emancipation document or bond was included in the petition 
exhibit.s) . 

Elall Tubl:>ee (Chief Tom Gibson). Similarly, it is a 
histori.cal fact that Elah Tubbee, aka Chief Tom Gibson, 
remaine!d in Mississippi as a settlement leader of one of the 
Six To~mf; at the time of removal in the 1830' s. The 
petiticlD" s claim that he and his band joined Hometak at High 
Hill, in Mobile County (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 15), is not 
documentE~d, nor does it seem likely in view of his later 
documentE~d residence in Mississippi. 

That ChiE~f Tom Gibson was the father of Betsy Gibson, who is 
claimed ciS one of the MBC ancestors, is based on oral 
tradition only. The petition presented no primary source 
matericllls to prove that a woman named Elizabeth/Betsy Gibson 
married lrJilliam Thomas Byrd, though circumstantial evidence 
indicate:s that the marriage is probable. 

Willianl 'rhomas Byrd can be placed in proximity to a woman 
named Betsy Gibson. The 1850 census of Mobile County, 
Alabatr.cl, shows the following household: Ann Lawerence, 85, 
female, born in Georgia; Betsy Gibson, 20, female, born in 
AlabatrlCl; William [Gibson?], 2, male, mulatto, born in 
AlabatrlCli Nancy Hopkins, 20, female, born in Alabama; and 
Frankl:Ln [Hopkins?], 3, male, mulatto, born in Alabama (U.S. 
Census l8S0a, 481). 

The al:1()Vle household was preceded by that of Foster and 
Delphine (Juzan) Chestang (U.S. Census 18S0a, 480). Both of 
these Isp'ouses were members of well-known Mobile County 
CreolEl of color families. It was succeeded by the 
househc:>lds of David Weaver and Lemuel Byrd (U. S. Census 
18S0a, 481). William Byrd, age 30, was residing in his 
parent.ls' household. However, the 1850 census indicates that 
Elizab!th Gibson, neighbor of the Byrd family, was white, 
and gives no clue as to her parentage (U.S. Census l8s0a, 
481) . 

15 Dclniel Johnston and Elizabeth Linder were married January 30. 
1803, jn tolashington County, Alabama (Waddell and Brown n.d.a, Prefacei. 
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In the 1860 census, the Elizabeth A. Gibson, age 27, who was 
in the t,ol.lsehold of William R. Byrd, was described as white, 
born in Gf~orgia (U. S. Census 1860a, 141); in 1870 I Blizabeth 
in the household of William Bird was age 38, born in Georgia 
(U.S. Census 1870a, #383/382). On the 1880 census, 
Elizabeth, wife of William Byrd, age 48, stated that she was 
born ir. Georgia, her father was born in NOrth Carolina, and 
her mot.her was born in Virginia (U.S. Census l880a, 19). 
These birthplaces for her parents make it highly unlikely 
that she was a daughter of Chief Tom Gibson, who did leave 
descenciants in Mississippi (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 115 i 
citing to Dawes Commission, Mississippi Choctaw 
Applicati.ons, Julia Gibson Davis #1537) . 

The pecition also claimed as a MBC ancestor, Chief Tom 
Gibson'S proven daughter, Julia (Gibson) Davis, Julia 
(Gibson) Davis was never, i~ any document, mentioned as even 
an associate of any MBC family. Julia (Gibson) Davis never 
appearE~d in any census record of Mobile County I Alabama, or 
Washin~Jt('n County, Alabama. The petition's assertion that 
she wa.s ;3. member of the petitioning conmunity who was 
identi~:i'ed as a Mississippi Choctaw (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
115) cannot possibly be substantiated. 

NeithE.!r was the Joseph W. Windham cited at this point in the 
peti t:,-on. (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 115) ever a member of the 
petitioner's ancestral community. Joseph W. Windham 
testiEie!d before the Dawes Commission that he was age 32 and 
had r,esided all his life at Calvert, Mississippi (Dawes 
Commission, Mississippi Choctaw Applications MeR 2950, NARS 
M-1301., Roll 120). (For further discussion of the Windham 
familj', see the charts at the end of this Technical Report.) 

As ide f:rom the existence of El izabeth/Betsy Gibson, the 
petition presented no evidence whatsoever to indicate that 
Chief Tom Gibson and his band had any connection to known 
ance~:1:ors of the petitioner. Documents located by BAR 
researchers indicated that the MBC ancestress Betsy Gibson 
was "hite, and was born in Georgia. The known remnant 
ChoCl:aw' groups need to be more fully studied in and of 
theml~elves for possible connections to the MBC ancestral 
settlement before claims that their members were MBC 
ancestors are asserted as fact. Those claims which are 
asser·tE~d must be documented. 
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Undocumtm . .ted Claims to Descent from Signers of the Treaty of 
Dancing_~bbit Creek. 1830. 

By the Tre~aty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830, the Choctaws 
ceded the last of their lands east of the Mississippi River. 
These Wt~re~ located mainly in Mississippi, but extended into 
a small pa.rt of west central Alabama (see Map Supplement) . 
The signers agreed that the tribe would remove to lands they 
had acquired from the Government in what would become the 
Indian'rerritory (see D.eRosier 1970, map at p. 29; Royce 
1900, plat.e for Mississippi, cessions #43, 61, 11.5, 156). 

There W.2S one significant concession made by this treaty: 

Ar:ic:le XIV. Each Choctaw head of a family being 
desirous to remain and become a citizen of the 
St3te!S, shall be permitted to do filO, by signifying 
his intention to the Agent within six months from 
th': ratification of this Treaty, and he or she 
sh3.11 thereupon be entitled to a reservation . . 
.j in like manner shall be entitled to one half 
th3.t quantity for each unmarried child which is 
1i v'ing with him over ten years of age j and . . . 
to such child as may be under 10 years of age, to 
adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside 
up:m said lands intending to become citizens of 
the States for five years after the ratification 
of this Treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
sha,lJ. issue j • •• Persons who claim under this 
article shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 
citi.~en, but if they ever remove are not to be 
entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity 
(KsLppler 1904, 2:313). 

While the petition submitted to BAR does not emphasize 
strong1}' c:my significant connection to signers of the Tr~.~ l 
of Dancin~~ Rabbit Creek, Senate Report 103-193 (1.03d 
Congress, 1st Session) states: 

ThE! lw10wa [.ill.l Band of Choctaw Indians represent 
thE! ciescendants of a number of individual Choctaw 
fan:Lilies, along with at least one Cherokee and one 
CI:E!el( family, who avoided. being removed west to 
Oklahoma in the 1830's. Mowa Choctaw ancestors 
were signatories to the 1830 Treaty of Dancing 
Ral)bit Creek which expressly provided for non­
remoV'a1 of Indian families, . . . The Mowa Band ot 
Chc)ctaw Indians have established to a high degree 
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the:.r lineal descendence [~] from those who 
signed. the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek as well 
as '/arious other treaties executed between the 
Uni:ed States and the Choctaw Indians (U.S. 
Sena.te~. Select Committee on Indian Affairs 1993, 
2) . 

BAR reseclrch has not been able to verify, in any case, 
descent of members of the modern petitioner from signers of 
the Trec1.1:y of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 

Accordiw; to the petition, two well-known men of Choctaw 
descent Pierre and Charles Juzon [Juzan], held land secured 
from thf~ Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in the northern 
portion of,' Alabama (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 17017); of these, 
only Pi':rre was a signer (Kappler 1904, 2 :315-316). Charles 
Juzan wa.s in Mississippi by 1840, and his descendants 
eventually went to Indian Country (MOWA Pet. 1988, EX.). 
The petition in one place states accurately that Mary 
Josephine Juzan's father was Peter (Pierre) Juzan [Sr.] 
(MOWA ~If!t. Narr. 1988, 18), in another it claims that 
Charles: Juzan was the father of Mary Josephine (Juzan) 
Hollinger, and that the petitioner is descended from a 
Chocta\Il family through that line (MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Gen. 
Bk. Hollinger). Neither of these claims is true: Charles 
Juzan ;"as: not the father of Mary (Josephine) Juzan 
Hollin'jer. While Pierre Juzan [Sr.] unquestionably left 
some pa.rt-Indian children, the Orso line through which the 
petitioner is attempting to claim American Indian ancestry 
goes te) Pierre Juzan and his non- Indian first wife, 
Cather j.nle Parant, daughter of Francois Parant and Marie 
Arlut (Vidrine 1985, 281). Pierre Juzan's second wife. 
PelagieLawrence or Loriens (see mention in MOWA Pet. Narr 
1988, '17, 18 and 18 note 43) was, like Catherine Parant. ~t 
a New Orleans French family, and only four years older than 
her st:epdaughter, Mary Josephine (Juzan) Hollinger. She was 
born ,January 11, 1762, and baptized January 20, 1762, 1n New 
Orlea.'n.s, daugher of Jacques Loriens dit Tarascon and Lou l se 
Beaudi.n (Andrews 1992b, 179, Citing Sacramental Records ;! 
the A~~iocese of New Orleans 1:172 and 2:172). 

Two c1: Pierre Juzan [Sr.]' s well-known Choctaw descendant s. 
Piern! imd Charles Juzon, held land secured from the Treaty 
of Dal.llcing Rabbit Creek in the northern portion of Alabarn., 
There! is no indication that either of these Choctaw men, 
Pier]:,! Juzan or Charles Juzan of northern Alabama, was an 
ancef3tor of the petitioner. The petitioner also claims that 
a mall named Daniel Juzan was brother of or half-brother of 
the I:hoctaw Charles Juzan and an ancestor of the petitioner 
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(MOWA PE:t. Narr. 1988, 17; 17 note 40 and note 41). The 
petition d.oes not document this assertion; neither Pierre 
Juzan [~Tr.] nor Charles Juzan, nor, for that matter, Daniel 
Juzan nor Francis Juzan has proven descendants among the MBC 
petitioner' . 

"Known :lru:!.ian Ancestors" Claimed by the Petitioner. A 
extensi',e chart analyzing, one by one, the "Known Indian 
Ancesto:,:-s" claimed by the petitioner (MOWA Pet. 1988, 
Genealo~3'Y 5-7; copy attached as Exhibit A) follows at the 
end of this technical report. In summary, BAR researchers 
have reached the following conclusions: 

(1) a nutrlber of the persons claimed by the petitioner as 
"Kno'li'11 Indian Ancestors," or described as Indian 
ant:es:tors elsewhere in the narrative portion of the 
pe 1:.it.ion, were not of American Indian lineage; for 
example, Mary Josephine (Juzan) Hollinger," the 
Chast.ang family," and Naze Brue (see below for a more 
ex·::.ensive discussion of the Brue lineage); 

(2) otheI:s claimed by the petitioner as "Known Indian 
An':es:tors," or described as Indian ancestors elsewhere 
in the narrative portion of the petition, have not been 
do,:umented as American Indian (for example, Peter Cole 
antj lVlel ton Snow) ; 

.. ~~he claim of the petition that Marie Josephine Juzan, wife ':Jf 
Adam HolLmsrer, was a daughter of Charles Juzan, Choctaw Indian, and of 
his wife Phc)ebe, does not stand up based on the 1840 documentation of 
Charles ~'llzcm' s family presented with the petition itself. All Juzan 
family dc,c:umentation submitted by the. petitioner indicated that Marie 
JosephinE! Juzan was a generation too old to have been this Charles 
Juzan's child. 

ThE! wHe of Adam Holl inger, Sr. of Mobile County, Alabama, was 
born in 176E; and died in 1836. Her father was Pierre Juzan, a French 
Huguenot. She'is described by a local historian as having been the best 
educated ,.roman in Mobile. Her mother, Catherine Parent., was also 
French. J?or records pertaining to the Hollinger family, see the 
transcripl:s of early Baldwin County, Alabama, recently published by the 
Ecor ROU91! Chapter, NSDAR (Baldwin County Alabama 1993, 24-25). 

'7 'rhe petition counts Chastang as one of the -Indian· families :n 
the MOWA i!l.nc:estral settlement at 21-mile Bluff in Mobile County IMOWA 
Pet. Narr. :L988., 36). The well-documented Chastang family of Moblle 
County, Jl.labama, was not Indian. One branch consisted of free Creoles 
of color (N()rdmann 1990; Andrews 1992); the other branch was entirely of 
French aIlI:el~try (Baldwin County Alabama 1993, 31). The petitioner 
presented only rejected Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee Fund applications 
as verif :.,:a1:ion for the claim that the maternal ancestry of Jerome • P lC· 
Chastang '~al~ Indian (see discussion on Cecile Weatherford under the 
Weaver family). On the 1880 Federal census, Jerome -Pic· Chastang's 
ethnicity Wi!lS listed as W/Creole (U.S. Census 1880b, 199B). 
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(3) a number of the persons claimed by the petitioner as 
"Known Indian Ancestors" were not ancestors of members 
o'E the petitioning group (the American Indian branches 
oE t:he Juzan and Hollinger families, the Colbert 
fa.mily, and Nancy, wife of Felix Andry") or have not 
be!en documented as ancestors of the petitioning group 
(Caroline (Weatherford) Killum,"); and 

(4) cIlly two families claimed as. "Known Indian Ancestors" 
by the petitioner' (Brashears and Laurendine) can be 
cl(~cumented as of American Indian origin. These two 
f;:lmilies were not part of the petitioner's founding 
community. The Smith grandchildren of Alexander 
Bra,shears did not marry into the MBC community unt i1 
iift.er 1880, while only one woman descended from the 
~,aurendine family married into the petitioning group, 
about 1904. Of the total 3,960 MBC membership, only 40 
can claim descent from these two families (MOWA Pet. 
1988, Ex. Genealogy and Ex. Membership Rolls; BAR 
Analysis) . 

No Pl,'f~-Civil War documents show members of the Reed or 
WeaVf!r family associated as colleagues or witnesses with 
Felix Andry, who was married to a Choctaw woman named 
Nanc:r'o and submitted claims to the Federal government on 

" Onerene Chestang, "Choctaw." The petition stated that she was 
a grc,ndclaughter of Fe 1 ix S. Andry and Nancy, a Six Towns Choctaw, 
throl..'~Jh their daughter Victoria Andry who married Edward Chestang (MOWA 
Pet. Narr. 1988, 69; 69 note 42). See Victoria (Andry) Chastang's 
Miss:.!3Sippi Choctaw Dawes Roll application (rejected) (Dawes Commiss ion 
MCR lJ'::l. 2187). Onorene, and her sister Gertrude, were minors in 1901; 
the:ouple had older children. 

•• Listed by the petitioner as Caroline Weaverford (Fields) (MOWA 
Pet. 1988, Genealogy, 5). 

'0 Felix Andre m. Nancy (NSL1, Jul. 28, 1849*, Mobile County, 
Alat)IUIW, Marriages, Book 8, p. 394 (King and Barlow 1985, 3). The 
pet:.!:icm submitted a copy of his letter to the Office of Indian Affalrs 
per1:,sining to the payout of Choctaw scrip and copies of the subsequent 
inv,!stigation (MOWA Pet. 1989, Ex.). 

'rhe petition includes WOnerene Chestang, Choctaw· in the list of 
"Kn~wn Indian Ancestors, First Generation,· stating that she was 
"dau.ghter of Victoria Andry, granddaughter of Felix Andry and Nancy, a 
full blood Choctaw - Dawes Roll - Hunt letters to Choctaw Agency· (MOWA 
Pet. 1988, Appendix A, 6). 

Generally speaking, the discussion of Juzan, Laurendine, Chastang, 
Lonmt, and Andry family connections in the petition is very confused. 
because it does not acknowledge the African component in the ancestry of 
thHse free Creole of color families. Same-name individuals are confused 
wil:h one another and generations are mixed up (see, for example, MOWA 
Pe:. Narr. 19~8, 17-18 and 18 note 42) . 
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behalf of the Choctaw remaining in Alabama during the 1850's 
(see MOWA. Pet. Narr. 1988, 69, 69 note 42; MOWA Pet. 1988, 
Ex. "11350-51," "1852," "1853," "1854-56"). Several 
descenclants of Nancy Andry submitted applications to the 
Dawes Commission as Mississippi Choctaw in 1901. In 
testimony given at Meridian, Mississippi, Victoria (Andry) 
Chastallg,'l on behalf of herself and two minor daughters, 
Onorent~ a.nd Gertrude, stated that she was born in 1853 at 
Mobile, 1l,1abama, that she was the widow of Edward Chastang, 
and that she had no knowledge of her ancestors at the time 
of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830. She was able 
to speak Choctaw, and conversed with the interpreter in 
Chocta1~. The witness on her behalf was William Williams of 
Creola, ll.labama, elsewhere identified by the Dawes 
Commis:;icm as a full-blood Mississippi Choctaw (see below) . 
Relate!:} aLpplications were submitted by Oswella Chestang, 
Felicil.! l.aurent et al., Edward Chestang, and Frances 
Chesta:Jg, Victoria's older children (Dawes Commission 
MisissLppi Choctaw Applications, MCR 2187, 3054, 3055, 3056, 
3057, :~ARS M-1301, Roll 111) .'2 Victoria Chestang's 
applic:ttion gave no indication of any connection between her 
family and any of the MBC ancestral families. 

MBC Fa!lrlil.ies with American Indian Lineage. A somewhat more 
extens i VE~ discussion of the two families with demonstrated 
Americ :t.n Indian ancestry follows. 

Smi th/Elrcishears. The petitioner claims that: 

TU.rner Brashears was an interpreter among the 
CreE~ks during Benj amin Hawkins' tenure as Agent to 
the Creeks; he was also a witness and interpreter 
fClr the Choctaws. He had mixed blood families 
anlong the Creeks and the Choctaws, some of whom 

91 Th.e discussion of Victoria Andry"s husband, Edward Chastar.g. ~~. 
the petition has the family'S generations totally confused (MOWA Pee. 
Narr. 1988, 17-18). 

'2 In 1900, the Soundex Index to the Alabama Federal census 
indicated that this family was living at 502 Bloodgood Street in the 
City of Mobile. Edward Chestang was age 67, having been born in July. 
1832, in A.labama; his wife Victoria Chestang was listed as age 65. 
having been born October, 1834. in Mobile. The children at home were: 
Edward, born July 1876; Francis, born October 1874; Auzella,· born 
February' 1876; Norine [~l, born June 1884; Gertrude, born October 
1888; Jc,hn., born February 1879; and a daughter- in-law named Loulsa, born 
April 1876. 

All other· documents indicate that Victoria Chestang was age 45, 
having b, •• n bo~ in 1854. 
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li",~d in the forks. Turner ... was the father of 
Samuel who married Rachel Durant. Rachel's 
pa]~,ents were Sophia McGillivray and Benjamin 
DUJ:-ant. Samuel and Rachel were the parents of 
Alf~xander, born 1790, who married Emeline Wind 
(Winn), daughter of Sarah Pane (Payne) and William 

wi::1d of the Wind Clan of the Creeks (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 1988, 20). 

For further discussion of these claims pertaining to 
Alexander Brashears' ancestry, see the charts at the end of 
this Technical Report. The Guion Miller Bastern Cherokee 
applicat:ion of Alexander Brashears' daughter Bmmeline Jane 
(BrashE~ars) Smith, wife of Ira B. Smith, specifically 
disclaimed Choctaw ancestry and stated that the Brashears' 
Indian lineage was Cherokee (Guion Miller Bastern Cherokee 
Fund Applications, #9576). 93 She listed the children of 

93 Emnaline Jane (Brashears) Smith and some of her children 
applied for placement on the Guion Miller ... t.rn Ch8irok •• distribution 
rolls tllrough Alexander Brashears and Ernaline (Winn) Brashears. whcm 
they described as born "somewhere in North Carolina." The petition 
claims chat Emaline Wind (Winn) was the daughter of Sarah Pane (Pay:;e' 
"and William Wind of the Wind Clan of the Creeks· (MOWA Pet. Narr. :~=3, 
20) . 

Cr, h,er Guion Miller application. Emeline (Brashears) Smith 
mentiOnE~d a sister Louisa Jane, who was born in 1835 and died in :,::::: 
but die not indicate Louisa Jane's married name. In 1850, Emeline 
Brashec~,rs was enumerated in the household of her father, Alexander 
Brashellrs., Nathaniel Smith and Louisa, age 15, were already marr:ed :I: 
the tiMe of the 1850 Federal census. 

By 1900, the descendants did not have a clear recollection cf 
Alexanci,er Brashears' tribal ancestry. A granddaughter of Samuel dnd 
Rachel (Durant) Brashears ~lalmed Cherokee and Creek ancestry: ~ct 
Choeta',.,. Emeline Jane (Brashears) Smith (widow of Ira Byrd Smith!. :f 
Mobile County, Alabama, appll.ed for B •• tern Cbarok.e funds in 19G8. 5r,e 
stated that she was the daughter of Alexander and Emaline (Winn/Wl!"'d. 
Brashea,rs; granddaughter cf Samuel and Rachel (Ourant) Brashears and :f 
William a,nd Sarah (Pane) Winn/Wind. She stated at various times ::-,d~: 

1.1) Rachel Durant was half-blooded Cheroltee; 
:2) her father resided In 1835 in Sumter County near Demopc~:s, 

Maren~r() County, Alabama; 
(3) her grandmother. nee Rachel Durant, was living in Sum~e~ 

Count)r, Alabama, in 1835-36 and 1846: and 
(4:1 her father was liVlng at Mt. Vernon, Mobile County, AldCd'"ld, 

in 1846. 
On September 5, 1907, Ernaline J. Smith wrote to Mr. Nathan 

Bickf'Jrd, Washington, D.C., stating specifically that her children ~.ad 
.. da. ai.tak. in U.U,ng a Cboctaw c:laia, and that her family' S Ind~dn 
ancestry was Charok •• , but her children didn't Itnow it: ·they know ~~e 
Chocta,we for there is some of them here yet. w On January 28, 1908 .. ~ 
refere~nce to her Cherokee ancestry, Mrs. Smith wrote, wNeither my 
parents nor my self were members of no other tribe. w The rejectlon 
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Alexander and Emmeline (Winn) Brashears as: Sarahann, born 
1825; Hen.rietta Jane, born 1827; Dennis Payne, born 1829; 
William Payne, born 1831; Emmeline Jane, born 1833; and 
Louisa Jane, born 1835 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 20 note 49). 

Alexander Brashears was among the Choctaw petitioners who 
wished to become citizens according to the 14th article of 
the 18:10 Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, (iO). Although the Indian ancestry of Alexander 
Brasheclrs is documented, from 1830 onwards, he was counted 
as whit,e on all Federal census records and was never shown 
as part: of any tribal grouping. The petition states that he 
moved his family from Sumter County, Alabama, to Mobile 
County, Alabama, in 1846 (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 60-61). 
After t::tlat date, his family is found on Mobile County 
Federal census records. This date is well after the Treaty 
of Danc:ing Rabbit Creek, which indicates that Alexander 
Brashecu:'s cannot be regarded as part of a " founding II Indian 
comrnunj::y in Mobile County, Alabama. 

Althou~rh by 1850 the mixed Creek/Choctaw/Cherokee? family of 
Alexancller Brashears was residing in Mobile County, Alabama, 
not far from the Weaver family, no documents indicate that 
there '''',is any direct association between Alexander 
Brashecl:rs' family and the maj or MBC ancestral families, ;-he 
descenCl,ints of Alexander Brashears, generally, are not 
identified with the MBC. After 1880, grandchildren of 
Alexandf~r Brashears - - through only one of his daughters - -
began t,!) intermarry with one branch of Reed descendants. 
These Wf~re the children of his youngest daughter, Louisa. 
who mal':ried Nathaniel J. Smith,'4 son of Oliver Merida 
Smith, ,.,ho was born in North Carolina, and Barbara (Byrd) 

(#9576) stated: "Applicant claims through her father's mother wr,,: •• " 
1/2 CherJkee and as applicant was born in 1833 and her father in :'. 
her fath,er's mother must have been born about 1770. It does not -iP" 1: 

that any ancestor was ever enrolled or that any ancestor was par~y , 
the treaties of 1835-36 and 1846. Shows no connection with the Ecu' -:.' 
Cherokees· (Cherokee by Blood 1:350) . 

94 Nlathaniel John Smith b. 13 January 1828, Jones Co., MS. lu.· r-: 
under Ca;:>tain White in 1861 in Ordnance Department at Mount Vernon 
Arsenal, to 1865 (WaShington Co .. AL 1907 Census of Confederate 
Soldiers) (MONA Pet. Narr. 1988. 92). 
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Smith. 95 l~ouisa (Brashears) Smith left descendants who are 
members of the petitioner. 

None of LCluisa' s children appear to have completed Guion 
Miller ,3pplications. Louisa (Brashears) Smith was listed on 
her sis:er Emmeline (Brashears) Smith's Guion Miller 
applicaticm as "Louisa Jane" (Guion Miller Bastern Cherokee 
Fund Applications). Her marriage record" and at least one 
census t'ej:er to her as Louiza Z. (U. S. Census 1860a, 142). 
The will ()f her brother, Dennis Payne Brashears, did not 
name her at all (Hartman 1988, 39). The petition gave her 
name as b()th Louisa and Luliza, stating that she was born 
December 26, 1835, and died January 26, 1899, apparently 
upon thE~ basis of her tombstone at Charity Chapel 
(WashiIl·Htl:m County Historical Society 1989, 233). The date 
of death l::In Louisa's tombstone at Charity Chapel does not 
correst>()nd to the date of death for Louisa Jane furnished by 
Emmelir.E~ (Brashears) Smith on her Guion Miller 
applica.tion. " 

Louisa J3rashears was married at the age of 14. She and her 
husband appear as a married couple on the 1850 Federal 
census l::If Mobile County, Alabama (U. S. Census 1850a, 
#477/5:.5). The family did consistently live in the vicinity 
of othE~r MBC ancestral families for at least two decades 
before th.e inteIltlarriage process began. However, Alexander 
Brashears and his children were never identified as Indian 
on any Federal census records, but were always classified al 

95 Per pet .. anc. charts. Barbara Ellen Byrd, b. 17 March 180". 
S.C.--d. 1898. bur. Smith Cemetery/Charity Chapel. dau. Thomas 8yT~ ~ 
Lenoir:o. N.C. and Elizabeth Williams. m. Oliver M. Smith, b. lH!l. 
NC--d. 1874, bur. Smith Cern. 

1850 U.S. Census. Mobile Co .• At, #489/489: Oliver Smith. ~~. ~. 
farmer, b. SCi Barbara, 43. f. b. SCi Ira. 23, mi Robert, 19, m; 
Ebenezex', 16, m; Mary, 13. f; Sarah L .• 11, f; Joseph, 8, m; Geor~. 4. 
mi Care line , 2/12, f; Thomas Byrd, 10. m; Elizabeth. 9, f (U.S. :.~~. 
1850a, .,75,). 

,~ Request dated 1 January 1850, signed A: Brashears: Sir, You 
may gra.nt License to Nathaniel Smith to marry Louisa Z Brashears. 
LicensE d~Lted 4 January 1850. No return (Mobile Co., AL, White MArrl~ 
LicenSE! SC)ok 11, 31). 

t1 El1weline Jane Brashears had married Ira Byrd Smith, anot.her .on 
of Oli'rI!r Merida Smith and Barbara Byrd. 
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white.'" Nathaniel Smith and his sons seem to have been 
involv(~d, after 1880, in cooperative enterprises with some 
of the MlBC core families." 

Nathar.iel J. Smith and Louisa (Brashears) Smith had at least 
12, pcssibly 13 children. Of these, ten grew to adulthood 
and married. Of those ten, seven married into MBC core 
ancestral families between 1880 and 1900. 100 While this 

•• 1850 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, #477/515: Na~haniel Sm~th, 
28; Louisia, 15 (U.S. Census 1850a). 

1360 U.S. Census, Northern Division, Mobile Co., AL, #106/106: 
N.J. Smith, 35, m. farmer. b. MS; Louiza Z, 24, f, b. AL; M.M., 8, m; 
B.P., 6. f; M.J., 4, m; A.E., 2, mi B.L., 5/12, f (U.S. Census 1860a, 
142) . 

1370 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, #386/385: Smith, Nathaniel. 48, 
m, W, f,~rmer, $400, b. MS; Loisa, 34, f, Wi Manson, 18, m; Benj, 16, m; 
Adelia, 12, f; Bramlery, 10, f; John, 8, m; Oliver, 6, mi Barbara. 4. f; 
George, 2. m; Elizabeth, 5/12, f (U.S. Census 1870a. 346). 

11180 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL: Smith, Nat, W, m. 57; Lzoiasa, 
W, f. 4'7; ,John, W, m, 18; Oliver, W, m. 16; Ellen, W, f, 14; George, W, 
m. 12; gmily, W, f. 10; Lawrence, W, m, 9; Ira, W, m. 4 (U.S. Census 
1880a) . 

" "J'::lhn and Manson Smith founded the Charity Chapel church 1n 
1891. !;,:!aborn (Reed] gave the land for the church and Nathaniel was L~e 
first pc\stor. Barbara Reed Smith became the head of the church after 
her hush,md' s death, and she also served as the mid-wife for the 
communit.y. In 1912 a school \lias established in the church (it had 90 
student!! in 1969, when it was closed). John Everett, Seaborn' 5 neohew, 
owned a lStC)re across from the church" (MOWA Pet. Resp. 1991. 1151.' 

100 1. Manson/Manson Marion Smith, b.c. 1852. Pet. gen. bk. says 
m. Elizcl Arm/Helen "Hun" Reed; m.c. 1880, Eliza Reed. dau. of Seaborn 
Reed anel GE!orgiann Logan. Mobile Co., AL. White Marriage License 30ck 
28, p. l!i9: bond Manson Smith and Lemuel Harris, 26 May 1879. both 
sign. tolunson Smith m. 31 May 1879. near Citronelle, Eliza Ann Sullivan. 
over 16. E.H. Kelley, MG. 

2. Elenj/Ben/Benjamine Pearce Smith, b. May 1852/c. 1854. LiSted 
as femalE! em 1860 census. m. Harriet "Sis· Weaver, dau. Joseph Weave:­
and EliuL Wilkerson. 

3. ~I.J. Smith (male), b.e. 1856. NOTE BY VED: POSS the Jane 
said to ha .. 'e died as a child? If gender reversed with Benj amin en : '3 '5 J 
census? 

". JI.deUa Smith, b.c. 1858. Mobile Co., AL, White Marriage 
License Book 27, p. 605: Bond Joseph King & Edward D. Teal. 31 May 
1878. Je)seph King m. Adely Ezetta Smith, over 18, 6 June 1878 at !o1t. 
Vernon. Officiant illegible on copy. The Pet. gen. bk. listed a 
supposed daughter Katherine!Kate!Keet Smith, b. 7 March 1859--d. 15 
February 1923. No Kate was ever listed with this family on the ~ensus. 
Since Kate supposedly married Joseph King, she was possibly the same 
person as: 1!delia. 

5. Bramlery/Lillian Bromeley Smith, b. c. 1860. According to 
Pet. gen. bk. she m. Henry ___ . Mobile Co., AL, White Marriage 
License E,ook 28, p. 14: bond Henry Reffett and Thomas J. Peaples. 25 
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phenomE!DC)n certainly indicated an incorporation of this 
branch OlE Alexander Brashears I descendants into the 
petiticming group during the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century, it did not indicate, in the absence of confirming 
documentcition from the period 1830-1850, that Alexander 
Brasheclrl3 was part of an American Indian community which 

November 1878. Permit for Bromley L. Smith, age 18, from Nathaniel J. 
Smith. Henry Reffett m. Bromley L. Smith, 16 December 1878, Berry A. 
Cannon, JP. 

6. John Smith, b. c. 1862. m. Barbara Reed, dau. Seaborn Reed 
and Georgianna Logan [Sullivan). Mobile Co., AL, White Marriage License 
Book 30. p. 567: bond John Smith and M.M. Smith, 2 April 1886, John 
Smith to marry Barbara J. Reid, maiden over 15 years of age. John Smith 
m. Bartalra, J. Reid at Gulf City Hotel, Mobile, 2 April 1886. James 
Flanagan J'. P.M. C. Consent to Probate Judge 1 April 1886 by Georgeann 
and 5 JlE!idl. 

7. Oliver Smith, b.c. 1864. Pet. gen. bk. for Smith says he m. 
Mary Pa.rke!r in Mississippi. Pet. gen. bk. for Weaver says he m. a 
daughter Clf Joe Weaver and Elizabeth Wilkerson. 

S. Barbara Smith, b. c. 1866. m. Frank Cole. Frank/Franklin 
Cole, t.e. 1858, AL/b. 1859. Washington Co., AL--d. 1927, bur. Charity 
Chapel. n\. Barbara (Dautey) Simth [~l. Pet. gen. bk. says m. Barbara 
Ellen Sn,it:h. dau. Nathaniel John Smith and Louise Brashears. Barbara 
Smith. midwife. d. 1941. 

~'" George "Buddy" Smith. b.c. 1868. m. Prances Weaver. Smith, 
George ii. m. 7 May 1896. Washington Co .• AL, Book 4 #301, Frances B. 
Weaver [Brown and Waddell 1981). NARS T-623, Roll 43. 1900 U.S. Census, 
Washinsrton Co., AL. Precinct 11 Sims Chapel, #200/200: Smith. George, 
B, m, b. "!arch 1868, AL. turpentine chipper; Francis, B, f, wife. b. 
Nov. H'77,' James C., son. b. July 1896; Medical, son, b. Mar 1899; 
Nathan ,J.., father, B, m, b. Jan. 1822, age 78, widower, b. AL. parents 
b. SC. 

:,.0. Elizabeth Smith, b. January 1870, AL, per census. Pet. gen. 
bk. sayl:! J~mily/Bmmaline Smith. b. c. 1870. "Pitts"/Piccay Smith m. (1) 
John C()le" son of James Cole and Harriet: Wilkerson; no children. NOTE: 
1910 Cf!l:'l.SUS shows John Cole married to Mattie ___ , b.c. 1868. AL. m. 
(2) Roh,!rl: Lewis. Mobile Co .• AL White Marriage License Book 31. p. 
215: hc::mci John Cole and Frank W. Cole. 30 Sept. 1887~ Both sign. John 
Cole m. Elama L. Smith over 18, 30 September 1887, at residence of F.W. 
Cole o:~ Citronelle. Max M. Schwarzauer MG. Mobile Co., AL, White 
Marria~J,e :~icense Index: Cole. Emeline m. R.H. Lewis, 4 May 1895. Book 
33, p. 8218. 

Ll. Lawrence Smith. b.c. 1871. Lou/Luddie "Luddy" Smith. b. 
1872--,1. 1885 (History of Washington County 198?, 2:101) or d. age 10 
years (MOllIA pet.) . 

L2. Ira Smith, b. c. 1876. m. Mary "Dink- "Woods" Chestang, dau. 
Jerome "Pic" Chestang and Cornelia/Mollie Weaver. Smith, Ira m. 5 
Decemb,,!r 1897, Washington Co., AL, Book 4, t371, Mary Chastang (Brown 
and wal1dell 1981). NARS T-623, Roll 43, 1900 U.S. Census, Washington 
Co., A~, Precinct 11 Sims Chapel, #199/199: Smith, Ira, B, m, b. Sept. 
1873, sge 26, b. AL, turpentine chipper; Mary, B, f, wife, b. Aug. 1878, 
AL; Ti:.n, son, B; m, b. May 1899. 

13. Jane Smith, d. info POSS the same a8 Mary J., above. 
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included the MBC core ancestral families 50 years before the 
period \{hen these intennarriages were taking place. 

Laurend.lne!. The Mississippi Choctaw Laurendine101 family 
did not apparently, settle in Mobile County until after the 
Civil War. There appears to be no justification for the 
petition's statement that the Laurendines represented "a 
group 0:: fugitive Choctaws from Mississippi" who "took 
refuge :Ln the Kun-sly area" [Mobile County] (MOWA Pet. Narr. 
1988, 5U). They settled among well-known Creole of color 
familie:;, such as the Lorants, the Dubrocas, the Mobile 
county l~au,rendines, and the Brues, and they maintained ties 
to relatives in Mississippi who appeared before the Dawes 
Commiss:LoIl. with them (Dawes Commission Missippi Choctaw 
Applical:ic,ns, MCR 2193) . 

No Laurl~nd~ine descendant married into the petitioning group 
until a::te~r 1900, nor were any members of the major MBC 
ancestral families called as witnesses when the Laurendine's 
gave te:;ti.mony before the Dawes Commission in 1901. The 
witness for Donise Laurendine was Isham Johnston, age 44, a 
Mississippi Choctaw full-blood from Newton County, 
Mississippi (Dawes Commission, Mississippi Choctaw 
Applica':iClns, MCR 2193). Witnesses for Henry Laurendine 
were Get:>. Brue and Edd Julious, neither of whom were MBC 
ancesto:cs (Dawes Commission, Mississippi Choctaw 
Applica':icms, MCR 2190) . 

The petLtion's claims about. the marriage of James Laurer.d~:-:e 
are not consistent with the census recordl~ nor ,with Dawe. 
Roll testimony, nor internally within the petition itself 
One ancestry chart submitt.ed by the petitioner says that 
James L3,uI~endine married Polly. Another ancestry chart sa.,'. 
that he muLrried Emma Alabama Jones, b. 29 November 1850, 7en 
Islands--d. 29 November 1948, Mobile, AL, buried in Magno:~a 
Cemetery', daughter of Louisa "Achia" Jones, who was born l. n 
1810, wh,ile the narrative petition states that Emma was -: r:e 

101 J~cc:ording to the pet it ioner, this was not the original ~ '1- , .• 

name, but: WilS borrowed from a local planter for whom the family. : •. - I 
(MOWA Pet:. Narr. 1988, 58). 

102 :.8EIO U.S. census, Mobile Co., AL, Seals Precinct, #45/5. 
Rondine, ,James, In, m, 46, b. MS, parents b. MS; Lucy, In, 50, b VS 
parents ll. fo!S; Margaret, In, 22, b.MS; Henry, In, 19, b. AL; Est~.," 

In, 18; Phil~[?] [Alice?], In, 12, dau, b. AL; Donas/Donat, In, j,: i­

b. AL; Kil'ce, In, 26. sister, b. AL. father b. AL, mother b. MS; Sa .. _" 
In, 70, tnl:::>ther. b. MS. parents b. MS; Thomas, George, In. m, 26, b "5 
parents I). lotS (U.S. Census 1880a, 43r). 
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daughter nof Louisa 'Lucy' and James Laurendine" (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 19H8, 67) .103 Elsewhere, the narrative petition 
claimed l:ha.t he married "Lucy (Louisa), half blood. Louisa 
was the ciau.ghter of Louisa Durant and William Jones," and 
that he :.::lad a second marriage to a full blood Choctaw named 
Julie, by' ~7hom he had a daughter Alice, born in 1885 (MOWA 
Pet. Narr. 1988, 59; MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 19). For further 
analysis of the Jones ancestry claims, see, the charts at the 
end of this Technical Report. 

The petil:i·on also claims that the Choctaw James Laurendine 
was the 'father of a man named Robert Laurendine. Dawes 
Commiss:.'::m testimony by sons of the James Laurendine of 
Creola,Mobile Coun~y, Alabama, does not list a Robert among 
his childx'en (Dawes Commission, Mississippi Choctaw 
Applica:.ions, MCR 2190 and MCR 2193, NARS M-1301, Roll 111) 
Of the prc>ven descendants of James and Lucy Laurendine, 
Mississippi Choctaws, only Nellie Brue, a granddaughter 
through their daughter Margaret, has been proven as a MBC 
ancestcl:. Her marriage to a Lofton did not take place until 
DecembE:J: 30, 1903 (Mobile County, Alabama, Colored Marriage 
LicenSE! Record Book. 16, 433). 

James JJaurendine, born about 1834 in MiSSissippi, was still 
alive :Ln 1901. He was the son of a Choctaw woman named 
Sallie, who was born about 1810 in Mississippi. The mother 
of his ctlildren was Lucy, a Choctaw woman born about 1830 In 
Mississ,ippi. 104 Both Laurendine sons who testified before 

lOl For details on the claimed Jones ancestry. see the charts n 
the enc of this technical report. According to oral history as r~~r! ~ 
in the petition, -Grandma Emma· was recalled by descendants as hav:nq 
been a "chumps girl.- or Choctaw Indian woman who came into Mobile ~~ 
sell bf~::ries and pine. A local historian, writing in the early 18 8,j' • 

about f!Vents which took place in the l840' S, mentioned these Choc1:. & •. 

but inliieated specifically that they Game into Mobile from the 
settlelnen'ts on the Pearl and pascagoula Rivers in Mississippi (Sa:: 
1882, 95-97). 

lIlt Dawes Cotmlission testimony did not provide sufficient 
infor1lIlLt.i.on to indicate the origins of the following man whom the 
petitj,cmer claims was the same man as the Choctaw James Laurendine ; r 
Mobile! CC)unty, Alabama. The testimony before the Dawes Conrnission ••• 
given by the wife, Julie Londine: her husband did not appear. Jul~. 
Londin,! was age 52, P.O. Avera, Mississippi, and had lived all her 41'" 
in Grl!en!! County, Mississippi. Her mother was named polly; her hUlband 
was aged about. 67, and she did not give the names of either of hu 
parens. She did not speak English. and was examined in Choctaw throu9h 
an interpreter (Dawes Commission MCR 2556. HARS M-l301, Roll ll6). 

1900 O.S. Census, Greene Co., MS: Jim Larindean, 74, ro, In. b. 
MS, ~~lrents b. MS, farmer; wife Julia, 67, i, In. wife, b. MS, parent. 
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the Da~E~S Commission and their witness agreed that their 
mother, Lucy, was a full-blood Mississippi Choctaw (Dawes 
Commiss :~on Mississippi Choctaw Applications 1901, MeR 2193 
Donise I .. aurendine; MCR 2190, Henry Laurendine). The older 
son, Henry, spoke the Choctaw language; the younger, Donise, 
said tl:.at he could understand it somewhat (Dawes Commission 
Mississ :Lppi Choctaw Applications, MCR 2190, MCR 2193) . 

James LClurendine did not himself make an application to the 
Dawes C()nunission. One son told the Dawes Commission that 
James laurendine was a full-blood Choctaw (Dawes Commission 
MCR 2193, Donise Laurendine); the other, older, son said 
that he "has been passing for" a full-blood Choctaw, but was 
probably ,wout half, the other half being French (Dawes 
Commiss:.on MCR 2190, Henry Laurendine). Their witness was 
even less certain: William Williams, age 64, of Creola, 
Alabama, told the Dawes Commission that, "Jim Laurendine 
held himslelf a Choctaw, but I really couldn't tell you" 
(Dawes Commission Mississippi Choctaw Applications MCR 
2193). Williams was himself a full-blood Mississippi 
Chocta~,: had been born in Jasper County, Mississippi; spoke 
the lar..~JU,age; and grew up- with Jim and Lucy Laurendine. 
HoweveI, he had no documents indicating that his ancestors 
had attE~mpted to comply with the conditions of the Treaty of 
Dancin9~ R,wbit Creek in 1830 (Dawes Commission MCR 2191) . 

Margaret: :Laurendine, born about 1858 in Mississippi, 
daughte.J:' I::>f James and Lucy Laurendine, died about 1889. She 
had maI·J:'iled Nesin Brue (aka Zane, Naz, and Maze Brue) and 
had, apparently, only one daughter by this marriage. In 
1901, HEmry Laurendine said this niece, Margaret "Nellie" 
Brue, ~'Cls a member of his household (Dawes Commission MCR 
21.90); t:.his was confirmed by the 1.900 census (U.S. Census 
1900a, Precinct 5 Creola, #88/90). 

The MO~I'J~ petition notebook containing family group sheets on 
the Bn:,E~family makes the claim that Maze Brue and 
MargueI'itle Laurendine were both Choctaw full bloods. 
HoweveI'" in 1901, Henry Laurendine testified that Maze Brue 
was ali'Te, was a Frenchman, and had no Choctaw blood (Dawes 
Commissiolrl MCR 2190). Henry Laurendine's statement is 
confirnlE!d by other information available on the ancestry of 

b. MS. 
There is no firm data to link the James Laurendine who was livlng 

in Mobile County, Alabama, with his wife Lucy, in 1880, with this James 
Larindean/Londine who was married to Julie in Greene County, 
Mississippi, in 1900. 
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Nesin Brue: He was the son of Benoy Brue and Matilda 
Lorant, who were married in Mobile County, Alabama, and who 
were both members of well-known free Creole of color 
families, lo1/'ith no American Indian lineage. lOS Although the 
petitior.i,E~r elsewhere specifically describes the Juzan, 
Chastan£', and Trenier Creole of color families as "Indian" 
(MOWA PE!l:. Narr. 1988, 36), documentation indicates 
otherwislIa. 

The MOW).i. petition claims that Naze Brue was the son of Simon 
Brue and his Choctaw wife, Sally Williams, 10' who was the 
mother of William Williams and Josephine Williams (MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 1988, 59). The documentary records, however, indicate 
that Simon Brue was Nesin Brue's uncle, while Simon's wife 
Sally o:r Polly Williamsl07 was not his blood relative .loa 

105 "tobile Co., AL, White Marriage License Book 14, p. 177: 'bond 
Benoy Brw! lind Joseph Lorant. Both sign. License issued 19 June 18SS. 
Benoy Bru,e tn. 20 June 18SS Matilda Lorant, by G. Chalon. 

1B!;O 11.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, #528/528: Neison Dubrica, 39, 
m, mu, fiirm~!!r, b. AL; Mary, 31, f, mu, b. AL; Benjamin Breir (Brew). 
laborer, b. AL; Raine? Chestang, 27, m, mu, b. AL (Mbffett 1986, 85). 

18,,0 U.S. Census, #67: B. Brew, 27, m, overseer, b. ALi M., 26, 
f, b. ALi C, 4. f, b. AL; J.B., 1, m, b. AL (following #66. household of 
W.J. Buc~, 31, farmer, b. AL] (Andrews 1974. 7). 

1870 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL. #275/274: Breu (Brue?Bren?]. 
Benoy, 38, m. M, Carpenter, ---/$400, b.AL: Matilda, 37, f. M, House 
Wife. b. ALi Chotilda, 14, f, M, b. ALi Benj .• 12, m, M, b.AL; Theoples, 
8, m, H, b, ALi Nisan, 5, m, M, b. ALi Poline, 3, f, M, b. AL; 
Maximili21O, 6/12, m, M, b. AL; Breu,Adel, 14, f, B, b. AL (U.S. Census 
1870a, HOr). 

18HO U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, Seals- Precinct, #47/53: Brou, 
Matilda, mu, £, .8, getting logs & timber, b. AL, parents b. ALi 
Clotild2L, 11:\\.1, f, 22, daui Theophilas, mu, m, 18, son; Nesin, mu, m, 15, 
son; Ma.KLmilan, mu, m, 10, son; Mary, mu, f, 8, dau (U.S. Census l8S0a, 
43r) . 

10' He purchased an interest purchased in the Innerarity tract 
about 1!J82/1883, together with John Smith and Henry T. Davis. The 1902 
court c,ne testimony says his wife was Polly Bruie (Mobile County 1902). 

'rile marriage record is as follows: Bond, Simon Brue and John 
Smith,:lctober 1886. Simon Brue m. Polly Williams (over 18 years of 
age), October 23, 1886, with Victor Jouannet S.J. as officiant (Mobile 
Co., AL, White Marriage License Book 30, 688). 

101 The petition claims that Simon Brue's documented wife, Polly 
Willian'lI, was a sister of Sallie, and that he married her ·on his 
deathbed in 1886- (MOMA Pet. Narr. 1988, 59). 

101 'Ihere were several other members of the Williams family in 
Mobile COlmty, Alabama. It does not, however, appear that any of them 
were alle'estors. of the petitioner. 
(1) Jc.lteplUAa W1111 ... , b.c. 1864, AL. 
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1900 U .. 5. Census, Mobile Co., AL, Precinct 5 Creola, #91/93: 
Williams, ,Josephine, In, f, b. Mar 1859, b. AL, parents b. ALi Smith, 
George, son, B, m, b. May 1886, AL: Chestang, Edd, boarder, B, m, b. 
July 1877. Chestang, John, board, B, m, b. Jan 1879 (U.S. Census 1900a) . 

Johu Smith was married to Josephine Williams, dau. of Sally 
Williams i!rul:!, by whom he had a son, George Smith (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
70). HenJ:'Y T. Davis vs. George Brue, et al, June 1903, Mobile County 
Circuit CO'.lrt Records, University of South Alabama Archives (MOWA Pet. 
1988, Ex .. 

Deposi1:ion of Cyrus Lawrence says John Smith, deceased, was 
married in MC::lbile, i:s dead, his wife was Mrs. Shultz, a widow, now 
living, no children. The deposition calls Ira Andre's mother-in-la ... 
Polly BruLe. "Mr. John Smith was a white man, Mr. Henry T. Davis wa 
white man, Ira Andre is a Creole, I am a colored man, Alex Chastang 
colored m,~n, most of the people who ~~ve up in that neighborhood are 
colored or Creole" (Mobile County 19:2) . 

Dep)sition of Henry T. Davis says:" . since John Smith's 
death I hsve heard of no one making a claim to the land: Bruie died 
before Smith. Since Simeon Bruie's death no one has ever claimed any 
interest in the land. I know George Smith who was reputed to be the son 
of John S:t1.ith, His mother is Josephine Williams: John Smith was never 
married" (Mobile County 1902). Testimony of Henry T. Davis: "I believe 
that ... that Indian woman that claims to be George Smith's mother .. 
. The woman's name is Josephine Williams" (Mobile County 1902). 

Th.r'. i. no indication of Jo •• phin. Willi ... ' ~thar in this court 
ca •• t •• t:i.aoay. 

Dawe!s Roll 1947, Identified Jan. 3, 1904, Application Refused Apr. 
23, 1904: On 1d'd MS Choc Card 658: Williams, Josephine, P.O. Creola. 
~, age 40, f, full, father Williams, dead, Choctaw; mother Sallie 
Williams, de!ad, Choctaw. Smith, George, son, 15, m, 1/2, father John 
Smith, ncn-c!itizen. [NOTE BY VED: None of the numbers supplied by t-e 
petitioner lead to Josephine Williams on the Dawes Roll: NARS M-11E 
reel 59, Card 658, not her; Reel 60, card 1947 is for Josephine AMOE 
TRY PISLL' He). R22S8, listed in MOWA Pet. 1988, Ex. Choctaw.) 
(2) WHaua Willi .... b.c. 1833, MS. 

19(,0 u.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, Precinct 5 Creola, #93/95: 
Williams, William, In, m, b. Dec 1833, b. MS, parents b. MS; Churchman. 
Georgia, H, £, b. July 1875, Single, borne 2 children/2 living, 
housekeepl~r,. b. AL, father b. AL, mother b. MS: Williams, William, son. 
B, m, b. ,June 1891: Williams, Corbert, son, B, m, b. Apr. 1895 (U.S. 
Census l!Ic)Ocl). 

DaHl!s Roll 1982 [NOTE 8Y VED: M-1l86, card 1982 is for Amanda 
Brooks], P.O. Creola, AL: William Williams, 65, m, full, father 
Williams. Choctaw; mother Sallie, Choctaw. Son William, 9, m, 1/2: 
mother Gf!l~r~:liana Williams, negro; son Colbert, 7, 1/2, mother Georglana 
Williams, Nf!grO. Identified but did not remove. See testimony of May 
14, 1901. 

NARS 1"1-1301, Roll 111, Mississippi Choctaw Applications, Choctaw 
MCR 2191, William Williams, testimony taken 14 May 1901, Meridian, MS. 
William 'olilliams, age about 64, PO Creola, AL. b. Jasper Co., MS; l::.ved 
there un:il about 15; to Alabama; lived for about 10 years in New 
Orleans, LA; then came back to AL. Can't tell father's name, dec'd 
full-bloJd. Mother's name Sallie, full blood, dead long ago. Speaks 
Choctaw: speaks English sufficiently well for the examination to be 
conducted in it.' Identified March 12, 1904: rejected on review 
September 13, 1904. 
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Simon Bru.e and Sally or Polly williams had only three known 
children, though census records indicate that one or the 
other spouse had older children who lived in the household 
for a tiT1:le .10' The daughters of Simon Brue and Sallie 
[~] Wi:.liams did complete Dawes Cotmnission applications as 
Mississjppi Choctaw: Mary (Brue) Andre, wife of Silvester 
Andre (rliiwes Commission MCR 2195) and Josephine Brue (Dawes 
Commissi(jn MCR 2189). Mary submitted an affidavit of George 
Brue and Edward Lewis (Dawes commission MCR 2195). Their 
son was named George, not Naze. 

Passing_Claims to Indian Lineage in Associated Families. 
The petLti.oner makes numerous undocumented claims that some 
of the Eamilies associated with or intermarried with the MBC 
core fa"rLilies were Indian- -that, for example, Levin 
Hainsworth's second wife was Martha Cole, who was a sister 
of Peter Cole (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 84 note 31j 110 note 
8) i that George Lofton's wife was Mary Lewis, sister of 
Indian ~rohn Lewis (MOWA Pet. 1988, Appendix A, 3 j MOWA Pet. 
Narr. 1988, 70) j or that the Sullivans were descended from 
Mark ar..ci ,Jeremia [~] (Tedder) Sullivan, and that oral 
history said that Mark Sullivan's mother was Creek (MOWA 
Pet. 19138, Appendix A, 3). 

Many oj: these claims - - for example that a James Gibson 
mentioned. in Choctaw correspondence was a brother of the 
Betsy Gil:'son who married William Thomas Byrd- -appear to be 

(3) tJn:lc!entiUed W11li ... girl, b.c. 1860, AL. 
1370 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL,p. 340r, #281/280: in BlacK 

household headed by Isabella Finley, "Williams Girl·, 10, f, Ind .. At 
Home, b. AL (U.S. Census 18704, 340r). 

la' DepOSition of Henry T. Davis. "There are two girls who are 
suppose ,I to be Simeon BrUle' s daugh~er9, one of them is named Mary and 
is the lI,ife of Ira Andre, and r am not sure about the name of the other. 
she is II elister of Ira Andre's wife. Andre's wife is over twenty years 
old, tttf! c)ther sister is over 18. Andre'S wife is the oldest. I hereto 
attach a. a part of my testimony a certified copy of a marriage' ll~ense 
issued 't:o Simon Bruie and Polly Williams, and marked Exhibit AN IMob.:e 
County 19"2). 

l871J U.S. Census, Mobile Co .. AL, #277/277: Brew, Simon. 48. 11. 

M, Carpenter, b. AL; Bolly (Rolly?], 40, f, Inc [something else was 
writte" scratched out, replaced by· WInd-), Housewife, b. AL; Frozene. 
14, f, H, At Home, b. AL; Thama. 17, f, H, At Home, b. AL (U.S. Cen.us 
1870a, 340r). 

1880 U.S. Census, Mobile Co., AL, Seale Precinct, *48/54: Slmon 
Brou, "IU, m, 55, b. AL, parents b. AL; Sallie, In, f, 40, wife, b. AL. 
father b. AL, mother b. M5; George, mu, 7, son; Mary, f, 5, dau; 
JoseptJ.nC!!l, f, 5/12, b. Sept. 17, dau. Por the children, either -My- wu 
writte:fl with -In- over it, or vice versa (U.S. Census 1880a, 43r). 
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assertt~d only upon the basis of two persons' having the same 
surnamf~ (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 70). The statement that 
Glovinf~ Reed's husband Tom "Hadjo" Smith was "a Choctaw who 
took the name Smith" .(MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 97) was not 
documente:d at all. 

There '.~as: a John Lewis to whose wife Choctaw scrip was paid; 
there '~as: a John Lewis described as an "old Indian man" who 
at somt~ time between 1880 and 1903 lived on land claimed by 
Simon Bru.e, Henry Davis, and John Smith. 110 There was a 
Major .John Lewis, a Civil War veteran, buried in the Orso 
cemete:=y. The petitioner presented no evidence whatsoever 
that thes:e three were the same individual, or that the Mary 
Lewis l~ho married George Lofton was the sister of anyone of 
them (I.,O\rifA Pet. Narr. 1988, 70). The 1850 U.S. census of 
Mobile CClunty, Alabama, indicated that Mary, wife of George 
Lofton, ~ras age 3 S, born in Alabama, and whi te (U. S. Census 
18S0a, 477). 

Discus::lion of many of these claims will not be made here in 
narrative! form. Consult the section of charts at the end of 
this Tf~chnical Report. 

COllclu::siclllS. In order to meet criterion 83.7 (e), the 
petitione!r must demonstrate Indian ancestry in descent from 
a historical tribe, or from tribes which combined and 
functitJne!d as a single entity. In each case- -not just for 
the examples cited in this report--the petitioner must 
document that: 

(1) the person of this name was, in fact, of Indian 
descen';: from a particular tribe; and 

(:2) the Indian person of this name was identical to :he 
ancestlJr claimed by the petitioner. 

In preparing such analyses, the petitioner needs to pay 
partic1JlaLr attention to the chronology of development cf ~ ~ s 
ancest:cal. community. It is not feasible to claim that one 
indiviljuaLl is the child of another person if the alleged 
parent iSI shown by records to have been younger than the 
suppos;~d child. 

110 This land, the so-called Innerarity Tract, was in possess ~ r. 
a free C:recJle of color family as early as 1816 and 1819 (Baldwin ::.4r,!.y 
Alabama 19!13, 24, 39, 55). 

93 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 116 of 186 



Technical Report -- MOWA Band "f Choctaw 

In genE:ral, in preparing analysis of the demography of any 
small population group, it is beneficial for the researcher 
to place the individuals being studied on a time-
1 ine/lc)f:ation grid. This enables the researcher to see at 
glance Il'lhich individuals were, in fact, contemporaries of 
one ano't:her. If the individuals were contemporaries, such a 
grid also charts clearly whether they lived in locations 
which ~1':Juld have made it feasible for them to be associates. 

In sutra':\ary, the petitioner has not documented unambiguous 
Indian ancestry for its core families from any of the tribes 
claimed, in the petition. Neither has the petitioner 
documented the continuing existence of a tribal entity in 
Washinqtc1n and Mobile Counties, Alabama, after 1830. 
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MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAWS 

PERSONS CLAIKBD BY KOWA AS 
-KNOWN INDIAN ANCESTORS, FIRST GENERATION­

(KC)WA Petition Narrative 1988, Appendix A, 5-7) 

The fo:.lowing persons on the MOWA "Known Indian Ancestors, 
First Generation" list are omitted from the following 
charts: #24, Onerene Chestang; #25, Henry Doc Eaton; #26, 
Home TaK; #28, James Campbell, Jr.; #29, John Lewis, Mary F. 
Lewis. 

#24, Ollorene Chestang was a granddaughter of Felix and Nancy 
Andry, who are discussed in the narrative. Onorene's 
grandparents were not married until 1849, so Onorene 
cannot have been a part of the first-generation 
rE!1noval-era founding community claimed by the 
pE!ti tioner. 

#25, HEmry Eaton, who was not born until 1852, is claimed to 
bE! the grandson of #26, Piamingo Hometak, so he cannot 
have been a part of the first-generation, removal era 
founding community claimed by the petitioner. 

#26, P:.amingo Hometak is discussed more fully above in the 
body of the narrative. 

#28, James Campbell, Jr., and Susie Byrd were not married 
until after 1900. l They cannot be considered as first 
gEmeration in the founding conununity. 

#29, the Lewis family, which has not been documented as 
ancestral to the MBC, is discussed above in the body of 
the report, in connection with the Lofton family. 

It should. be noted that these charts address one particular 
list in the MOWA Petition. The claims to Indian ancestry 
made on this list were not necessarily consistent with those 
made ill the narrative portion of the petition, with those in 
the genea.logical books of family group sheets which 
accompa.ni.ed the petition, with those on the ancestry charts 
which ilcc:ompani.ed the petition, or with those contained in 
the "P:'::'ogrenitor Name Lines" list (MOWA Pet. Narr. 1988, 
Append:Lx A, 3-4). The findings on these charts, therefore, 
do not cClnstitute a fully comprehensive analysis of MOWA 
genealc)gical claims. 

Susie Byrd, b. January 1894. m. Jim Camel/James Cabell Jr./James T. 
Campbell, Jr., b .. 14 February 1885--d. 13 April 1939/59, bur. Reed's Chapel. 
son of James Cclmpbell/James T. Camel, Sr. & Eliza Juzan. 
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MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAWS 

PERSONS: CLAIMED BY )IOWA AS 
FIRST C;ENERATION ANCESTOR.S 
(see ),ppendix A) 

MOWA PETITION CLAIM 
FINDIrlGS 

MOWA EXPLANATION EAK 

===-=-=-====r==-============~==============~ 

DAVIl) T;~YLOR 

Cherokee 
" - SO:l of David and 
Mary Taylor 

1851 Chapman 
Roll" 

MOWA claims that 
David Taylor was the 
-son of David Taylor 
who was listed on the 
Chapman Roll in 1851. 
The Chapman roll is a 
listing of Cherokees 
who received payment 
based on a previously 
taken roll. 
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David Taylol ~~d 
David, Jr. '.··eJ:-~ 

listed on th=! Chapman 
Roll of 1$52. It also 
listed ~hem 2S liv~ng 
in Indian Terr~tory 
(Oklano:Tla) . 

The Chapman Roll 
listed heads of 
families only. 

The David Taylor 
claimed by the MBC 
was on the 1860 U.S. 
Census of Mobile 
County, AL as husband 
of Jane Byrd. He was 
listed as age 28. 
born in Virg~n~a. 
The MBC have not 
documented a family 
tie between their 
ancestor, David 
Taylor and the David 
Taylor who was on the 
Chapman roll ~n 
Oklahoma in ~852_ 

All Taylors listed on 
the MBC ancestry 
charts are descended 
from David and Jane 
(Byrd) Taylor. 
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DAVE WEAVER 
JIM WEAVER 
ANN~. t~'EAVER BYRD 
EDY WE:AVER BYRD 
Cherok.ee 
"-children of Dave 
Weaver 

-IE 35 
Hendex'son Roll 
-all born in 

Cherokee 
Nat:i.on 

-G.M. Roll 
#17:;.92" 

MOWA claims their 
ancestors. Dave. Jim, 
Anna, and Edy were 
-children of the 
Dave Weaver who is 
listed on the 1835 
Henderson Roll. 
The Henderson Roll 
was a census of the 
over 16,000 Cherokees 
taken before removal 
of the Cherokees to 
Oklahoma. 
MOWA further claims 
that the Weavers 
-were all born in 
Cherokee 
Nation. which 
would have had to 
have been prior to 
removal. 
They further claim 
that 
-the Guion Miller 
Roll# 17392 is 
proof of that 
claim. 
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The Henderson Rol~ of 
1835 made prior to 
removal listed heads 
of households only 
A Dave Weaver was 
listed on it, ln 
Sharp Mountain Creek, 
GA. There are 7 
fullbloods lncluded 
in his household wlth 
two farms and two 
farmers, not listed 
by name. However, 
the MBC Dave Weaver 
was from Greene and 
Putnam countles, GA. 
on the opposite side 
of the state from 
Sharp Mountain Creek. 
Early tax records of 
Greene and Putnam 
counties, Georgia, 
listed only non­
Indian Weaver 
families. 
The 1850 and 1860 
census returns of 
washington County 
list the MBC 
ancestor, Dave 
Weaver. Jim Weaver 
and Ann Weaver Byrd 
as born in Georgia. 
In all other places 
in the petition. the 
second sister is 
listed as Edy Weaver 
Rivers. 
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[WEAVER" continued] The Guion Miller Roll 
was compiled in 1907, 
of all Eastern 
Cherokee for the 
purpose of rece~pt of 
a Judgment payment. 
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Guion Miller 
Applications 
#17392 through 
#17395 which were 
submitted to the 
Guion Miller 
Committee by the 
descendAnts of the 
MEC Dave Weaver, d~d 
not apply through 
Dave Weaver. cut 
rather throu~h Lhe 
Fishers and 
Weatherfords. The~r 

claims '''ere reJ ected. 

In application 
#17394, the Weaver 
descendant said, "My 
Grandmother on 
Father'S side was 
Lenny Weaver a white 
woman born Georgia. I 
don't know who my 
grandfather was." In 
fact. his paternal 
grandfather would 
have been Dave 
Weaver. The MBC 
descendants of MBC 
Dave Weaver in 1907 
did not know that 
they were descended 
from Dave Weaver. and 
further. the present­
day petitioners have 
provided no 
documentation that 
the MBC Dave Weaver 
is in any way related 
to the Cherokee Dave 
Weaver. 
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KULI>WKA 
Choc:aw 
"-mo:her of Rose 
Reed 

-Or:!l History 
-neNspaper 
article" 

MOW;" claims that 
-Kulihoka was Rose 
Reed's mother 
-that she was a 
Choctaw. 
They use 
-oral history and a 
-newspaper article 
as documentation. 
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The Oral History 
provided as evidence 
was taken in 1978 ~n 

preparat~on fer the 
acknowledgment 
procedure and was an 
extracted copy so ~s 
not really oral 
history. In that 
extracted "oral 
history", Rose's 
mother is sa~d to be 
half-Indian. In 
several court cases 
provided by the 
petitioner, Rose 
Reed's maternal 
ancestry was 
questioned. 
Testimony was equal 
for and against the 
fact that the slave 
woman who raised her 
mayor may not have 
been her mother. Her 
father was generally 
agreed to be a whit 
slave owner, althou 
the testimony of h~s 
name is different 
than the name claimed 
by the petition. No 
documentation seems 
to be available to 
prove her maternal 
ancestry. 
The newspaper article 
said to be used as 
documentation was 
not included in the 
petition. BAR could 
not verify by whom it 
was written, nor when 
it was published; 
therefore, it can not 
be considered as 

roof. 
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r---------.--------------~----------------------~--------------------~ 
SNOW 
Creek 
"-fatner of Melton 
Snow 

-1832 Census of 
Cr-eekE, " 

CARl) LINE WEAVERFORD 
(FI::: LDS) 
Cr-e,:! k 
" -m::> ther of Henry 
Kill iam 

-gr anddaughter of 
Chao rles and Sehoy 

Weat~ he!rford, 
fatr.i ly histor-y 

- c:(~ nsus" 

-

MOWA claims that 
-the father of MOWA 
ancestor, Melton 
Snow, was a Creek 
Indian 
Documentation for 
this data is that 
-his father- is 
listed on the 1832 
Census of Creeks, 
The 1832 list was 
taken before 
removal and lists 
heads of families 
only. 
MOWA claims that 
because a man named 
"Snow" is listed on 
the 1832 census of 
Creeks taken before 
removal as head of a 
family that he is the 
father of their 
ancestor-, Melton 
Snow. 

MOWA claims that 
-Ht::nr-y Killiam's 
mother was 
Caroline 
Weatherford. 
MOWA also claims that 
·Carol~ne's parents 
were John 
Weatherford and 
Elizabeth 
-her grandparents 
were Charles and 
Sehoy Weatherford. 
Documentation for 
this information 
includes 
-family histo~y and 
-census. 
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The 1832 Census of 
Creeks by towns Ilsts 
a one-name person 
"Snow" who llved 1n 
Tucka~othcha TowTI. on 
p. 100 of John J. 
Abbot's roll. "Sno",;" 
listed one male and : 
females 1n the 
household. Melton 
Snow, who was born :n 
1837, five years 
after the 1832 
Census, co~ld not be 
linked to the Creek. 
"Snow. " 
Melton Snow's 
children marry 
several of the MBC 
ancestry group around 
1900, some 65-70 
year-s after- the 1832 
Census. 

The Creek 
Weatherfords are well 
documented. Caroline 
Weatherford was found 
in Monroe County. AL. 
as daughter of John 
Weatherford, and as 
wife of Essor 
Killiam. There 1S no 
documentation that 
her grandparents were 
Charles and Sehoy 
Weatherford. but she 
was a member of the 
Creek family. 
Henry Killiam was 
born in 1844 in 
Monroe County, AL. 
MOWA petition charts 
claim that MBC 
ancestor George 
Fields was the son of 
Henry Killiam and 
Amanda Fields. 
George Fields marr1ed 
a MBC ancestor, Daisy 
Reed, in about 1900. 
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The Censuses 1'.3ed as 
documentat~on are 
extrci~ts from the 
185 0 , 18 6 0, and 18"70 
Censuses of Monroe 
County, AL. They 
listed Edw~rd Henry 
Killiam in the 
household of Carollne 
and Essor Klillam. 
Essor Kill~am was 
still in M~nroe 
County, AL w~th h~s 
younger children in 
1870. ~hough the 
family is listed on 
three Monroe County 
Censuses that 
enumerated color as 
white. black, mulatto 
and Indian. Caroline 
Killiam and her 
children were always 
listed as wh~te. 
George Fields, who is 
the MBC ancestor. ha 
not been proven to 
the child of Henry 
Killiam. 
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CECILE WEATHERFORD 
Creek 
"-dauqhter of 
willilm Red Eable 

[si :J 
weatherford and 
Nancy Fisher, 
Creek G.M. Roll 
#1739=: 

-Oral history" 

MOWA claims that 
-Cecile Weatherford 
was a daughter of 
William 
Weatherford, a 
famous Creek 
leader, and Nancy 
Fisher. 
Documentation for 
this was 
-Roll #17392 of the 
Guion Miller Roll. 
Documentation was 
also from 
-Oral History. 
The Guion Miller Roll 
was to establish 
Cherokee ancestry. 
Some people applied 
as Cherokee and some 
as Creek. The Miller 
Committee placed 
those who applied as 
Creek in a "Creek" 
file, along with 
those who were 
rejected as Cherokee 
who had similar 
surnames to famous 
Creeks for 
convenience sake. The 
Miller Committee then 
selected cases to 
insure that they were 
not Cherokee. It did 
not prove one way or 
the other that Creek 
ancestry existed. 
The 
-"oral history" was 
taken in 1978 and 
again in 1983 in 
preparation for 
Petition Submission 
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Guion Miller 
Application #1~392 
claims Cherokee 
ancestry. It was 
rejected and placed 
in the "Creek" files 
The test Creek case 
in which lot was 
placed did not prove 
Creek ancestry, bue 
did prove that they 
had not demonstrated 
Cherokee ancestry to 
the satisfaction of 
the commission. 
When MEC members 
applied to the 
Muskogee Area office 
in 1972 as Creeks, 
the reply states, 
"You have not proven 
that William 
Weatherford or Josiah 
Fisher is your Iloneal 
ancestor, nor have 
you proven that you, 
or any other ancestor 
through whom 
eligibility may be 
claimed, are Creek 
Indian by blood." 
The MEC members were 
thus rejected as 
Creeks. 
The extracts from 
oral interviews were 
based only on 
hearsay, and are not 
supported by other 
documentation. 
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CARJLINE HOLLINGER 
(ORSO) 
Cho:taw 
"-d:l.Ughter of Adam 
Hollinger and 
Marie Josephine 
Juzan, 

-Zeno Orso 
estate papers" 

MOWA claims that 
Caroline Hollinger 
-married an Orso_ 
-that Caroline 
Hollinger was a 
Choctaw_ 
Orso descendants are 
in the present-day 
MOWA group_ MOWA 
also claims that 
Caroline Hollinger 
was the 
-daughter of a 
Choctaw named Adam 
Hollinger and his 
wife, Marie 
Josephine Juzan_ 
Documentation was to 
be from the 
-Zeno Orso estate 
papers_ 
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The Zenon Orso e£tate 
paper only stated, 
"Carollne Orzo, late 
Caroline Hollinger." 
It is dated 20 Oct 
1813 . Adam 
Hollinger's deed of 
gift in 1808 in 
Washington Co., AL 
lists his children, 
of which ther~ 15 no 
Caroline. 
Caroline has been 
identified as a 
Holling=r, however, 
and is the daughter 
of Adam and Marie. 
Adam Hollinger was 
not Indian, nor was 
Marie Josephine 
Juzan. Caroline also 
was not the mother of 
Gilbert Orso from 
whom the MBC descend, 
and she was not 
Indian, because her 
parents were not 
Indian. (see Marie 
Josephine Juzan) 
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WILLrAM AND LOUISA 
DURA~T JONES 
Choccaw 
II-great 
gran::lparents of 
Josephine de 
carur..saj ie Rivers 
and Camilla De 
Carunsa.j ie Snow. 
Choct.a"'T Trading 
HOUSE~ F~ec 

-1815 Petition for 
Redre!ss of 
griEvances 

-Ct.()ctaw Land 
Clajrns" 

MOWA claims that 
-William and Louisa 
Durant Jones are 
Choctaw. and that 
-William and Louisa 
Durant are the 
great grandparents 
of Josephine 
Rivers and Camilla 
Snow. 
Josephine Rivers and 
Camilla Snow ancestry 
charts claim that 
their grandparents 
are James Laurendine 
and Emma Jones.and 
that their parents 
are Robert Laurendine 
and Florence 
Carrunsajie. 
For documentation 
MOWA cited 
-Choctaw Trading 
House Records 
-the 1815 Petition 
for Redress of 
grievances 
-Choctaw Land 
Claims. 
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The Choctaw Trading 
House records l~sted 
the Durants, but 
never listed spouses. 
children. 
grandchildren, or 
great grandchildren. 
The 1815 pet~tion for 
redress of gr~evances 
also listed only the 
male Durants, 
sometimes as Choctaw 
or sometimes as 
Creek. The Choctaw 
Land Claims also 
listed the same 
Durants. 
There was no ev~dence 
that Robert 
Laurendine was the 
son of James 
Laurendine. who was 
born about 1830 and 
was Indian. Emma 
Jones, named by the 
petitioner as James 
Laurendine's wife. 
has not been 
documented to be the 
grandchild of willlam 
and Louise Durant 
Jones. Therefore. 
Josephine and Camilla 
have no basis for the 
claim of Indian 
ancestry. (see Louisa 
Jones below) 
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LOUISA JONES 
Creek 
"-Wife ot James 
LaurEmdine, 

-')a1;/es Roll 
-Family hist.ory 
-Mc,bile Co. 
C:ircuit Court 

CasE:" 

MOWA claims that 
-Louisa Jones was 
the w~fe of James 
Laurendine, an 
ancestor of MOWA. 
MOWA claims 
-Louisa Jones was 
on the Dawes Roll. 
The Dawes Roll was a 
list of the Five 
Civilized Tribes, and 
was taken in 1907. 
MOWA claims 
documentation as 
-family history 
"Family history" , or 
"oral history" was 
completed in 1978 or 
1983 in preparation 
for acknowledgment. 
Documentation was 
also listed as 
-Mobile County 
Circuit Court Case 
This "Mobile County 
Court Case" could not 
be identified by BAR 
researchers among the 
cases submitted by 
the petitioner: none 
appeared to pertain 
to Louisa Jones. 
-According to 
ancestry charts 
submitted by the 
petitioner, James 
Laurendine married 
Emma Jones about 
1880. Louisa Jones 
was listed as her 
mother, born about 
1810. 
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The Louisa Jones on 
the Dawes Roll of 
Creeks at the da~e of 
enrollment in the 
Creek ~ation, was age 
15 years 1n 1902/~. 
and was a full blood. 
not half as reported 
by the MOWA petit~on. 
Because of the b1rth 
date she could not be 
the Louisa Jones. 
mother of Emma 'who 
married in 1880. as 
claimed by tbe MOWA 
petition. In 
addition, the Dawes 
Applications show 
that James 
Laurendine's sons 
identify t.heir mother 
as ~ with no 
surname. The 1880 
Census also lists 
James Rondine [sic] 
with his wife, Lucy. 
The court cases 
ment.ion a Durant, 
who, according to t 
MOWA petition claims, 
was Emma's 
grandmother, but does 
not name Durant's 
wife. Thus, the 
connection of any 
Jones t.o James 
Laurendine is highly 
unlikely. 
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SUSY 'OKANUBBE' McKEE 
Choct;.'"w 
"-daU<3'h'ter of John 
McKe!~ 

-Cho:;t,aw Trading 
Housf~ R,ecords, 
wife of Issac 
Seal:; and mother 
of E lIen Seals 
Snow and Emma 
SeaL; Snow 

-or,ll history, 
-CouC"t Case, Wash. 
Co. ;tating 
Beani.e Snow's 
ance;try" 

MOWA claims that 
-Susy "Okanubee" 
McKee was Choctaw. 
They further claim 
that she was the 
-daughter of John 
McKee. 
They claim that she 
was 
-the wife of Isaac 
Seals and 
-mother to MOWA 
ancestors. Emma 
and Ellen Seals 
Snow. Documentation 
includes 
-oral history and a 
-Washington County 
Court Case which 
states the ancestry 
of Beanie Snow, MOWA 
ancestor. 

John McKee was ~n the 
War of 1812, and on 
one document, was the 
paymaster to some 
Indians who served In 
that war. He was not 
listed on any Choctaw 
Roll. The MOWA 
petition did not 
provide any other 
document on John 
McKee. He is not 
identified as Ind~an. 
The MOWA petit~on's 
own submissions 
conflict on the name 
of Ellen's father. 
Isaac Seals ~s listed 
on one ancestry 
chart. and James on 
another as her 
father. and still 
another lists him as 
"James Benjamin Isaac 
Seals." Susie died 
in Mississippi in 
1857. Ellen was born 
in 1856. According to 
MOWA petition 
records. this would 
make her 9 years old 
at marriage. 
On the 1880 
Washington County, 
Alabama, census she 
is married, age 20 
years. and states 
that she and both her 
parents were born ~n 
Alabama. 
Thus. because of the 
age and parentage 
discrepancies. the 
Ellen Seals from MS 
seems unlikely to be 
the Ellen Seals of 
the MBC ancestry. 
The Court Case could 
not be verified. 

==============6================b:~~~~======~ 
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DAN lHJ:..KERSON 
HARIUET
EMC
/Span <</MCID 8>> BDC
 WILKERSON 
ELI;:;~ETH WILKERSON 
Choeta'", 
"-children of Drury 
Wilkerson 

-o::-al history 
They lived at. 

'Old Drury Place' 
on the Level 
Ch.octaw Trading 

HOu'~e II 

MOWA claims that 
-the Wilkersons 
were Choctaw, that 
-t.hey were the 
children of Drury 
Wilkerson and 
-li~ed at the Old 
Drury Place on the 
level at the 
Choctaw Trading 
House. Documentation 
was 
-oral history. 
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The "oral history" 
provided is really an 
extracted typed 
portion of an 
interview that 
mentions that. t.he 
Wilkersons lived at 
the old Drury place. 

The interview was 
taken in 1978 in 
preparation for 
aCknowledgment. That 
is the only 
documentation 
available, and 
Wilkersons were not 
on the Dawes Roll as 
Choctaw. Harriet 
Wilkerson, born 1845, 
married a Reed 
descendant before 
1869. 
In her marriage 
record in Mobile 
county, Alabama, as 
well as on the 1880 
Federal Census, 
Harriet was listed as 
white. Dan 
Wilkerson's daught.er 
married a Byrd about 
1900. There is no 
documentation that 
the Wilkersons were 
Indian. 
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"RYE" ;~PACHE :-iELD AT 
MT. VERNON 
"-fat~er of Lizzie 

Sullivan 
-(mct.her was 
Carc,J.ine 

Sulli var.) as 
stated tl 
Lizzi!~'1' sister 
Ruth :)ulli van 
Reedind 
grandjaug.'1te.;-
Ann Orsc.. 

MOWA claims that 
-Lizzie Sullivan's 
father was an 
Apache that was 
imprisoned at Mt. 
Vernon Barracks in 
washington County 
during their stay 
prior to removal to 
Oklahoma. The Apaches 
were at Mt. Vernon 
Barracks from 1887 
until 1894. 
Evidence for this is 
-a statement of 
Lizzie's sister, as 
recorded in an 
-extract of an oral 
interview. 
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Though the Apaches 
had interacted w~th 
the local populat~on, 
there i;:; no 
documentation to 
support the theory 
that any child was 
born of Apache 
parentage other than 
between the Apaches 
themselves. The 
interpreter, who 
married an Apache 
woman and removed to 
Oklahoma had the only 
recorded Apache 
birth. 
The oral interview 
extract cited stated 
that the person had 
heard from Lizzie's 
sister that LizZle's 
father was an Apache 
named "Rye", but that 
he didn't know for 
sure. This was 
hearsay and not 
supported by any 
documentation. 
Several in-depth 
studies of this 
theory all have 
concluded that no 
Apache offspring 
could be found 
remaining in the 
washington County, 
AL. 
Thus, it is highly 
improbable that 
Indian ancestry could 
be claimed through 
any of the Apache who 
had been at Mt. 
Vernon. 
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WIL!..IIAJ)1 WILLIAMS & 
WIF}~ S.1U.LY 

"-Dawes Roll" 

MOWA Claims that 
-William Williams 
was on the Dawes 
Roll 
(see explanation of 
Dawes Roll above), 
taken in 1902 for the 
Choctaws. 

According to MOWA 
Ancestry Charts 
William Williams was 
the father of Sally 
Williams who married 
Simor. Brue. The MOWA 
petition claims that 
Simon and Sally had a 
granddaughter, 
Margarete, born in 
1886, whose daughter 
is a present-day MBC 
member. 
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William Williams, 
Mississippi Choctaw, 
was a resident at 
Cre la, Mobile 
county, AI. He 
testified before the 
Dawes Commission ~n 
190: that he had a 
wife named Sally and 
a mother named 
Sallie. His wife, 
Georgia, Wi,S a non­
Indian. f1e !:3.d two 
sons, but ~ot a 
daughter, Sally. None 
of t~0 present-day 
MBC descend from 
either of Henry 
williams' sons. 
Compared with the 
Dawes Application 
testimony used for 
documentation, this 
claim is impossible. 
Henry Laurendine 
testified that his 
sister Margaret had 
married Naze Brue, 
non-Choctaw, and that 
Margaret's daughter, 
Nellie, b. 1886, was 
a member of his 
household. Naze Brue 
was not Simon Brue's 
son. 
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WILL1J\M WINDHAM 
Choct,lw 

"-gnmcifather of 
Mary CllPp. wife 

of ZW:lO Orso. 
Jr. 

-111 31 Armstrong 
Ron 

-WLlliam 
Winliham' s estate 

pape:rs" 

MOWA claims that 
-William Windham 
was the grandfather 
of Mary Cupp 
-Mary CUpp married 
Zeno Orso. Jr. MOWA 
further claims that 
-William Windham 
was on the 1831 
Armstrong Roll. 
The Armstrong Roll 
listed individual 
Indians by name 
owning farms. the 
number of acres 
cultivated. number of 
males over 16. number 
of males and females 
under 10. location of 
farm. etc. 
Documentat~on for 
these claims also 
included the 
-William Windham 
estate papers. 
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William Windham was 
not found on the 
Armstrong Rolls. A 
Willis Windham is 
found on ~he 1830 
Washington County 
Census as a wh~te 
person with slaves. 
In 1850. Mobile 
County Census will~s 
Windham. age 96. bern 
in Virginia. was w~th 
his wife. Patsy. 
while some 100 
households away was 
William Windham. 
age 38. born in 
Mississippi. with his 
wife Sarah and his 
children. They were 
listed as white. 
In the 1860 Mobile 
County census Zeno 
Orso was listed with 
Mary. his wife. age 
44. b. AL. who. the 
MOWA petition claims. 
was the granddaughter 
of William Windham. 
This relationship is 
not possible. Her 
mother. Mary L. 
Windham. according to 
MOWA ancestry charts. 
was born about 1852. 
making Mary Orso 
about 36 years old 
when her "mother" was 
born. If census 
records are correct. 
Mary the supposed 
granddaughter of 
William Windham. was 
4 years younger than 
her "grandfather." 
The Windham estate 
papers listed Zeno 
Orso as executor. It 
seems that there was 
some link between 
Mary CUpp and Willis 
Windham. 
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JIM :c..A1JRENDINE 
Choc:':.a1N 

"-Il.~wl~s Roll 
-:.880 Mobile Co, 
C'~nsus 

MOWA claims that 
-Jim Laurendine is 
Choctaw 
Documentation for 
this is that Jim is 
on the 
-Dawes Roll 
(see explanation 
above), and that 
-the 1880 Census 
lists him as 
Indian. 
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Two sons of James 
Laurendine, a MBC 
ancestor, d~d apply 
as Mississippl. 
Choct~~ to the Dawes 
Commission. Although 
their applicatl.ons 
were reje:::ted, 
testimony identified 
James Laurendine as 
at least ha::"f 
Choctaw. 
James Laurencinc of 
Mobile County, 
Alabama, was not on 
the final Dawes Roll, 
Under the name James 
Rondine, he was on 
the 1880 census of 
Mobile County, AL, as 
Indian, b. in MS, as 
well as his wife, 
Lucy, and first child 
who is Margaret, age 
22'years, The other 
children were born i'n 
AL. This is the 
Indian family on t 
1880 Census. 
Margaret, the 
daughter of James 
Rondine was the 
Margurite who married 
Zane "Naz" Brue as 
claimed by MOWA 
ancestry charts, 
Though the MOWA 
petition provided no 
documentation to the 
effect, BAR found 
that their daughter 
married into the MBC 
group in 1904. A few 
descendants of "Naz" 
and Margurite are in 
today's MBC. 
The Londine family, 
of Mississippi, ~ere 
on the Dawes Roll and 
were Choctaw Indian. 
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DANIEL REED 
Creek 

"-SOIL of Hardy 
Reed .:i.nd Eliza 

Tarvin 
- WOI)dwards Remin. 
-or,ll h~story" 

MOWA claims that 
their ancestor, 
-Daniel Reed is the 
son of Hardy Reed 
and Eliza Tarvin, 
-was a Creek 
Indian. 
Documentation 
provided by Mm~A was 
from 
-Woodward's 
Reminiscences, 
written in lBS9,and 
-Oral History. 
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ThoT.las S. Wooo.ward' s 
Woodward's 
Remjn_scences does 
not .. ention anyth~:1g 
about Daniel or Hard:; 
Reed. Tr.e oral 
history was an 
extra~t of an oral 
interview taken ~n 
1978 just pr~cY to 
petitioning for 
acknowledgment. In 
those his:o~~es, no 
one me~~~on~~ that 
Hardy Reed was the 
father of Daniel. 
Documents provided by 
MOWA as part of thelr 
petition put 
Daniel's origins in 
doubt. Some 
histories stated he 
was from Texas, some 
from Jamaica, and 
some just did not 
know·, 
There was no 
documentation nor 
reason to believe 
that Daniel Reed was 
the son of Hardy 
Reed, nor that he was 
an Indian. Many 
documents show 
otherwise. 
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GEORCi:g REED 
Creeli: 

" - son ,:>f Hardy 
Reed and Eliza 

Tarv:ln 
- Wl::lodwards Remin. 
-W •. lr of 18:1.2 

Militarv records 
appl i.cation for 
pension" 

MOWA claims that 
-George Reed 1S a 
-Creek Indian, the 
-son of Hardy Reed 
and Eliza Tarvin. 
-Woodward's 
Reminiscences is 
cited as 
documentation. 
MOWA cited the 
-military pension 
application of 
George Reed. 
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Woodward's 
Reminiscences 
provided as an 
exhib~t by the MOWA 
petition did not 
mention a Hardy Reed 
as parent to George 
Reed. 
George Reid, a Creek 
Indian was ~n the 
Seminole War 1~ 1818. 
According to his 
pension record, he 
died in the Winter of 
1850-1 in "Indian 
Territory West of 
Arkansas." His 
widow, Arpockyea, was 
the mother of a m~nor 
child, Tumsey, at the 
time of his death. 
He left no other 
minor children. 
Tumsey applied for 
land in Indian 
Territory in 18S8, 
age 1S. The MOWA 
Petition Narrative 
said that John Dixon 
Reed, b. 1860 was the 
son of Thomas J. Reed 
and grandson of 
George W. Reed. (See 
John Dixon Reed) No 
further documentation 
was offered to 
support this claim. 
It is unlikely that 
the Creek George Reid 
who died in 1850-51 
and whose pension 
record is used as 
documentation of 
Indiar. descent is the 
same George W. Reed 
claimed by the MOWA 

tition. 
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JOHN C'IXON REED 
Creek 

"-scn Clf Thomas 
JeffE!rson Reed 

-G.t-1. Rull 17416 
Roll lS8 

-grar,dscm of 
George Reed" 

MOWA claims that John 
Dixon Reed was 
-Creek Indian. 
Documentation for the 
claim is from 
-Guion Miller Roll 
#l7416 
(see above for 
explanation) 
They also claim that 
John Dixon Reed is 
the 
-grandson of George 
Reed. 
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Guion Miller 
Application #174~6 
was sub:,itted by 
George W. Clifford of 
Biloxi, MS. He stated 
that his parents were 
Goodridle Clarence 
Clifford and Peggy 
Delilah Reed. She was 
born in Pensacol~. FL 
and died in l87:. 
She was daugh:e~ of 
Thomas Jefferso~ 
Reed, born 11. Hall 
County, GA. In the 
applica~ion, George 
W. Clifford applied 
for Indian heritage 
through his 
grandmother, Cinthy 
Roberson, wife of 
Thomas Jefferson 
Reed, who was born in 
Monroe County, AL. 
On the Guion Miller 
Application, there is 
no John Dixon Reed as 
son of Thomas 
Jefferson Reed. A 
John Dixon is on the 
1900 Washington 
County Census (no 
Reed surname) who 
appears to be the 
ancestor of present­
day MBC. There was 
no documentation that 
John Dixon was the 
son of Thomas 
Jefferson Reed, nor 
that Thomas Jefferson 
Reed was the son of 
Creek George Reid 
[sic] . 
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PATRICK LANE 
Cho:taw 

"-Eather of Pate 
La:1e whose 

mot:1er was Nancy 
'Nakilumna' Reed 

-:hoctaw Trading 
Ho~se Records" 

MOLI,Y STARLAND 
Houma 

"-orcLl history" 

MOWA claims tha·t 
Patrick Lane was a 
-Choctaw Indian and 
Patrick Lane was 
-the father of Pate 
Lane. 
MOWA claims that Pate 
Lane's mother was 
-Nancy "Nakilumna" 
Reed. Documentation 
for this is from the 
-Choctaw Trading 
House records. 

MOWA claims that 
Molly Starland, b. 
1849 was the 
-daughcer of Jesse 
Starland, who was 
-Houma from LA. 
Documentation comes 
from 
- "oral history." 
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Choctaw Trad1ng House 
Records discussed a 
Patrick Lane dating 
around 1803-1815. We 
have no other Lane or 
Patrick until a Nancy 
Patrick, age 28, 
appeared in the 1870 
Washington County, 
AL, Census from whom 
the present-day MBC 
members descend. She 
was living in a Reed 
household. Thus, the 
assumption that Nancy 
Patrick is somehow 
related to the 
Patrick Lane in the 
Choctaw Trading House 
records is not 
documented. Thus, 
descendancy from 
Patrick Lane through 
a Nancy Reed seems 
unlikel . 

The "oral history" 
was an extract of 
interview. Starland 
was not a Houma 
surname, never 
appearing in 
documented Houma 
genealogical 
material. Molly 
married a Byrd in the 
1890's. 
On the 1900 Census, 
Mollie (Stallings) 
Byrd said she was 
born in July, 1855 1n 
Alabama; her father 
born in GA; her 
mother in FL. From 
this assorted data, 
it seems highly 
unlikely that Molly 
was of Indian 
extraction. 
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=============-T================r===============, 
NAl1CY FISHER 
ChE~rokee 

"··!"1o'ther of Cecile 
WE!.3. thert ord 

·full blood 
Cherokee 

-3.M.Roll #17392 

MOWA claims that 
Nancy Fisher was a 
-Cherokee Indian 
(full-blood) . 

MOWA also clalms 
Nancy was the 
-mother of Cecile 
Weatherford. Proof 
of thlS claim is 
documented by 
-Guion Miller Roll 
#17392. 
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Guion Miller 
Application #1739~ of 
Mrs. ~orinda Reed of 
Falrfax, AL, was 
taken when she was 
age 75. She stated 
her father was a 
weaver, b. Georgla, 
and mother Sece~l 
[sic] Weatherford b. 
Tennessee; that her 
father died in 1889 
and mother in 1858. 
[Other applications 
state that both Nancy 
and Ceclle died in 
1849/50.J She stated 
that Cecile's father 
was Wm. Weatherford 
and mother was Nancy 
Fisher. She stated 
that she was 
descended from 
Cherokee Indians 
because her mother 
Tiney Cesile and 
grandmother, Nancy 
(Fisher) Weatherford 
told her so. Her 
application was 
rejected because she 
was not Cherokee, but 
it was placed in the 
Creek file because of 
the Weatherford name. 
There was no 
documentation that 
Nancy Fisher was 
Cherokee, or that 
Cecile "'as a 
Weatherford. There 
is also no documented 
connections to David 
Weaver and Cecile. 
Many present-day MBC 
descend from this 
family. 
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ALEXP.N.DER BRASHEARS 
Cho,:ta'w 

"_;on of Samuel 
an1j Racheal 

Durint Brashears 
-,Uex married 

Emiline Jane 
Winj daughter of 
William Wind and 
Sar:lh Pane 

-Ihese are 
parents of 

Louisa Jane who 
married 
Nathaniel John 
Smith 
progenitors of 
MOWl. S:mi th Line 

-C:. tv!. Roll 
-~.rn\strong Roll 
-J.rnerican State 

Papers" 

MOWA claims that 
Alexander Brashears 
was the 
-son of Samuel and 
Racheal Durant 
Brashears. 
MOWA also claims that 
Alexander married 
-Emiline Jane Wind, 
who was the daughter 
of William Wind and 
Sarah Pane. 
MOWA further claims 
that Alexander and 
Emiline Brashear's 
daughter is 
-Louisa Jane 
Brashears who 
married Nathaniel 
John Smith, from 
whom present-day 
MOWA descend. 
Proof 
for these claims are 

the 
-Guion Miller Rolls 
[see explanation 
above] ; 
-the Armstrong 
Rolls [see 
explanation above] ; 
and the 
-American State 
Papers which listed 

land disputes 
confirmed or denied 
by Congressional 
action. 
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Alexander Brashears 
was listed on several 
ChocL~w documents, 
including a Register 
of Choctaw names 1n 
1831 whc wlshed to 
become Clt~zens. He 
was Ilsted as a half­
breed man WJth hlS 
family of 7 c~ildren. 
The Guion Miller 
Applicatio~ of hlS 
daughter, Emeline J. 
(Brashears) Smith, 
listed her sister as 
Louisa Jane. LOUlsa 
Z. Brashears, who 
married Nathaniel 
Smith in Jan. of 1B50 
was the daughter of 
Alexander Brashears. 
Though the MOWA 
petitlon did not 
provide conclusive 
information. BAR 
found that Alexander 
signed his consent 
for Louisa Z. to 
marry. 
Samuel Brashears was 
listed on the 
Armstrong Rolls and 
in American State 
Papers. but no 
documentation 
connects Alexander to 
Samuel. Alexander 
Brashears was part 
Indian and lived in 
washington County. 
AL. He has few 
descendants in the 
present-day MBC 
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ELIZAB8TH 'SIPSEY' 
GIBSon 
Chocta'lV 

"-da'lghter of 
Chief Tom Gibson 

-wi Ee of William 
Thomas Byrd and 

sister of James 
Gibscln 

-oral history 
-newspaper 

arti ele! 
-Hl.:nt letters to 

ChoC't:aw Agency" 

MOWA claims that 
Elizabeth Gibson was 
-Choctaw Indian. 
MOWA further claims 
Elizabeth was the 
-daughter of Chief 
Tom Gibson. 
They also claim that 
she was the 
-wife of William 
Thomas Byrd, and 
-the sister of 
James Gibson. 
Documentation for 
this is from oral 
history, a newspaper 
article, and the Hunt 
letters to the 
Choctaw Agency 
written in 1852 
concerning Choctaw 
scrip. 
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The oral history was 
an oral ~nterview 
taken in 1982 in 
preparation for the 
acknowledgment 
process, and was 
based on hearsay. The 
1962 newspaper 
article used as 
documentation stated 
Chief Tom Gibson's 
Indian band had 
"remained some years, 
finally being driven 
away ... " 
The Hunt letters 
mentioned an Ind~an 
named James Gibson. 
Elizabeth Gibson, 
wife of William 
Thomas Byrd. was 
listed on the 1850. 
1860, 1870 and 1880 
census of Mobile 
County, AL. She was 
always listed as 
white, born about 
183 O. 
In 1880 she listed 
her birthplace as 
Georgia, her father's 
as NC and her 
mother's as VA. It 
would seem highly 
unlikely that 
Elizabeth Gibson was 
the daughter of Tom 
Gibson, or that she 
was of Choctaw 
descent. 
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TechrL:lcal Repor~ . MOl'lA Band of Choctaws 

MAR)]:' . COLBERT 
Chic:kal;aw 
CreE!k 

"-",:i.f!:! of George 
Reed (son of 

Dan:.I:!l) 
-diiU. Thomas 

StE!I~art Colbert 
and '/i(::>la Vann 

-~rrei:tt 

grCLl1.ddaughter 
of Glom. William 
Colll.:!r!t and 
JesHie Moniac 

-Colbert family 
his·tory 

-c):eal history 
- n'!cords of Creek 

deli::e:ndant at 
Fre!~port, Fl a. " 

MOWA claims that 
Maria Colbert was 
-either a Chickasaw 
or Creek Indian. 
They also claim that 
Maria is the 
-wife of George 
Reed, who was the 
son of Daniel 
Reed. 
MOWA further claim 
that she was the 
-daughter of 
Stewart Colbert 
and Viola Vann and 
-the great 
granddaughter of 
Gen. William 
Colbert and Jessie 
Moniac. 
Documentation for 
these are taken from 
the 
-Colbert family 
history 
-oral history 
-records of a Creek 
descendant at 
Freeport, Fla. 
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According to the 
Colbert family 
history supplied ~n 
the MOWA petit~on, 
the only Mar~ah 
Colbert listed was 
the daughter of Lev~ 
Colbert. This Mar~ah 
Colbert marr~ed a man 
named Kemp, rem~ved 

to Oklahoma and died 
there. 
Prior to 1870, Mar~a 

Reed was not listed 
on the U.S. Census. 
George Reed, his wife 
Ellen Brittania 
"Tiny" Weaver, and 
their children are. 
In 1870, the MBC 
ancestor Maria Reed 
lived next door to 
George and his 
family. The MOWA 
petition exhibits 
included documents 
showing Maria's 
children contested 
the will of George 
Reed at the time of 
probate, but they 
were denied any 
inheritance. No 
documents, including 
those of the Creek 
descendant in 
Florida, show Maria 
as the wife of George 
Reed from whom many 
MBC descend. 
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Technical Report -- MOWA Band of Choctaws 

MARI ~ JOSEPHINE JUZAN 
Choctaw 

"-wife of Adam 
Hollin.ger 

-da.u. of Charles 
and Pheobe Juzan 

-BClllinger family 
hist:ory 

-tv.obile Co. 
Man~iage Records" 

MOWA claims that 
Marie Josephine Juzan 
was the 
-wife of Adam 
Hollinger. 
They further claim 
that Marie was the 
daughter of 
Charles and Pheobe 
Juzan. Documentation 
for these claims are 
the 
-Hollinger family 
history 
-Mobile Co. Marriage 
records. 

Marie Josephine Juzon 
was the wife of Adam 
Hollinger as proven 
in the Marriage 
Records of Mobile 
County provided by 
the MOWA petition. 
However, Marie 
Josephine Juzan was 
born in 1766 to a 
French man, Pierre 
Juzan and his French 
wife, Catherine 
Parant. 
Marie was educated in 
France, and her 
family is highly 
documented. 
Moreover, Marie has 
no documented 
descendants in the 
modern-day MBC 
community. (see 
Caroline Rollinger) 

=============~================~==============d 
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Exhibit A. 

Reproduced Exactly from the MOWA Band of Choctaw Petition. 

MOWA BAND Of CHOCTAWS 
Known Indian Ancestors 

FIRST GENERATIO~1 

1. DAVID TAYLOR 
ChE:J:okl:e 

2. DAVE WEAVER 
Jill WEAVER 
AID/A WEAVER BY j) 

EDY WEAVER BVR!:, 
Ch.~rokee 

3. KU1.IHOKA 
Choctaw 

4. SNOW 
Creek 

5. CAROLINE WEAVERFORD (FIELDS) 
Creek 

6. CECILE WEATHERFORD 
Creek 

7. CAROLINE HOLLINGER (ORSO) 
Choctaw 

8 WILLlAM & LOUISA DURANT JONES 
Choctaw 

9. LOUISA JONES 
Creek 

10. SUSY 'OKANUBBE' MCKEE 
Choctaw 

d. DAN WILKERSON 
HARRIET
EMC
/Span <</MCID 33>> BDC
 WILKERSON 
ELIZABETH WILKERSON 
Choctaw 

- son of David and Mary Taylor 
18Sl Chapman Roll 

- children of Dave Weaver 
1835 Henderson Roll - all born 
in Cherokee Nation - G.M. Roll 117392 

- mother of Rose Reed - Oral HistoJ:Y -
newspaper article 

- father of Melton Snow - 1832 Census 
of Creeks 

- mother of Henry Killiam 
granddaughter of Charles and Sehoy 
Weatherford. family history - census 

- daughter of William Red Eable Weatherford 
and Nancy Fisher, Creek G.M. Roll 017392 -
oral history 

- daughter of Adam Hollinger and Marie 
Josephine Juzan, Zeno Orso estate papers 

- great grandparents of Josephine De 
Carunsajie Rivers and Camilla De Carunsajie 
Snow. Choctaw Trading House Rec. - 1815 
Pet·ition for Redress of grievences­
Choctaw Land Claims 

- ~ife of James Laurend~ne. Dawes Roll -
family history - Mobile Co. Circuit 
Court Case 

- daughter of John McKee - Choctaw T,ading 
House Records, wife of Issac Seals and 
mother of Ellen Seales Snow and Emma Seals 
Snow - oral history, Court Case, Wash. Ce. 
stating Beanie Soow's ancestry. 

- children of Drury Wilkerson - oral history 
They lived at "Old Drury Place" on the 
Level - Choctaw Trading Rouse 
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Exhibit A. 

Reproduced Exactly from the MOWA Band of Choctaw Petition. 

MOWA BAND OF CHOCTAWS 
Known Indian Ancestors 

FIRST GENERATION 

l. DAVID TAYLOR 
Cherokt:e 

2. DAVi: WEAVER 
JIM WEAVER 
ANNA WEAVER BLi) 
EDY WEAVER BVRL 
Cherokee 

3. l<ULIHOKA 
Choctaw 

4. SNo\/ 
CreE!k 

5. CAROLINE WEAVERFORD (FIELDS) 
CreE!k 

6. CECILE WEATHERFORD 
C:reE!k 

7. CAROLINE HOLLINGER (ORSO) 
<:ho.:taw 

8. \/ILUAM & LOUISA DURANT JONES 
Cho,ctaw 

9. LOUISA JONES 
Creek 

10. SUSY 'OKANUBBE' MCKEE 
':;hoctaw 

11. DAN WILKERSON 
HAF~IET WILKERSON 
ELIZABETH WILKERSON 
Choctaw 

- son of David and Mary Taylor 
1851 Chapman Roll 

- children of Dave Weaver 
1835 Henderson Roll - all born 
in Cherokee Nation - G.M. Roll 117392 

- mother of Rose Reed - Oral History -
newspaper article 

- father of Melton Snow - 1832 Census 
of Creeks 

- mother of Henry Killiam 
granddaughter of Charles and Sehoy 
Weatherford, family history - census 

- daughter of William Red Eable Weatherford 
and Nancy Fisher, Creek G.M. Roll 017392 -
oral history 

- daughter of Adam Hollinger and Harie 
Josephine Juzan, Zeno Orso estate papers 

- great grandparents of Josephine De 
Carunsajie Rivers and Camilla De Carunsajie 
Snow, Choctaw Trading House Rec. - 1815 
Pet·ition for Redress of grievences­
Choctaw Land Claims 

- wife of James Laurendine, Dawes Roll -
family history - Mobile Co. Circuit 
Court Case 

- daughter of John McKee - Choctaw Trading 
House Records. wife of Issac Seals and 
mother of Ellen Seales Snow and Emma Seals 
Snow - oral history. Court Case. Wash. Ce. 
stating Beanie Snow's ancestry. 

- children of Drury Wilkerson - oral history 
They lived at "Old Drury Place" on the 
Level - Choctaw Trading House 
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Exhibit A, cc~tinued. 

12. "RYE" APACHE HELD AT 
MT. VERNON 

13. IHLLIAM WILLIAMS & 

\IIFE SALLY 
Choctaw 

14. ~lIL][.lAM WINDHAM 
Choctaw 

15. J'IK LAURENDINE 
C:hoc:taw 

16. DANIEL REED 
Crel!k 

17. GEORGE REED 
CreE!k 

18. JOlnl DIXON REED 
CreE!k 

19. PATRICI( LANE 
Choc:taw 

20. 110U,Y STARLAND 
Koulll8. 

21. ~~c:y FISHER 
::nerokee 

22. a..LEXANDER BRASHEARS 
':illoctaw 

23. l~l:'IZABETH "SIPSEY" GIBSON 
'::!loctaw 

24. OI~ERENE CHESTANG 
c:hoctaw 

- father of Lizzie Sullivan - (mother was 
Caroline Sullivan) as stated by Lizzie's 
sister Ruth Sullivan Reed and granddaughter 
Ann Orso 

- Dawes Roll 

- grandfather of Mary Cupp - wife of Zeno 
Orso, Jr. - 1831 Armstrong Roll - William 
Windham's estate papers 

- Dawes Roll - 1880 Mobile Co. 
Census 

- son of Hardy Reed and Eliza Tarvin - Wood­
wards Remin. - oral history 

- son of Hardy Reed and Eliza Tarvin - Wood­
wards Remin. - War of 1812 Military records 
application for pension. 

- son of Thomas Jefferson Reed - G.M. Roll 
117416 Roll 158 grandson of George Reed 

- father of Pate Lane whose mother was 
Nancy "Nakilumna" Reed - Choctav Trading 
House Records 

- oral history 

- Mother of Cecile Weatherford - full blood 
Cherokee - G.M. Roll 117392 

- son of Samuel and Racheal Durant Brashears­
Alex married Emeline Jane Wind daughter of 
William Wind and Sara Pane - These are 
parents of Louisa Jane who married Nathaniel 
John Smith progenitors of HOWA Smith Line 
G.H. Roll - Armstrong Roll - Armstrong Roll 
American State Papers. 

- daughter of Chief Tom Gibson vife of William 
Thomas Byrd and sister of James Gibson -
oral history - newspaper article - Hunt 
letters to Choctaw Agency 

- daughter of Victoria Andry, granddaughter 
of Felix Andry and Nancy, a full blood Choc­
tav - Dawes ~oll - Hunt letters to Choctaw 
Agency 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement MBC-V001-D004 Page 146 of 186 



EXhib:Lt A, continuf>d. 

25. fENRY DOC EATON 
:':1occaw 

26. HOME: TAl< 
Choc,taw 

27. ~AR1A COLBERT 
Chickasaw 
Creek 

28. JAKES CAMPBELL, 
Ghoctaw 

29. JOHN LEWIS 
liARY F. LEWIS 
Choctaw 

30. MARIE JOSEPHINE 
Chc,':taw 

JR. 

JUZAN 

father of Viney Reed - mother Florence 
"Lidd1e" BlackIDon - oral history - an 
affidavit under oath 

grandfather of Henry ''Doc'' Eaton - lived 
on High Hill - oral history from Lee Weaver 
age 79 as told by father Wade Weaver -
John McGrew w1l1 - Deed BK, A Wash. Co. 
Choctaw 

wife of George Reed (son of Daniel) dau. 
Thomas Stewart Colbert and Viola Vann -
great granddaughter of Gen. William Colbert 
and Jessie Koniac - Colbert family history 
- oral history - records of Creek descendant 
at Freeport, Fla. 

son of James Campbell (Camel) and husband 
of Susie Byrd - oral history - Choctaw -
Chickasaw Deeds and allotments 

Old Indian Lewis - Hunt letters to Choctaw 
Agency Mobile Co. Circuit Court Case 

wife of Adam Hollinger - dau. of Charles 
and Pheobe Juzan - Hollinger family history 
Mobile Co. Marriage Records 
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Exhibit B. 

Reproduced Exactly from the MOWA Band of Choctaw Petition. 

I.L.L REEDS 

H.L \IEAVERS 

HL !IYRDS 

HL RIVERS 

,ilL ~:HESTANGS 

ALL 1'AYLORS 

IILL ORSOS 

ALL ~;NOWS 

IILL ,!IILKERSONS 

IILL SMITHS 

IILL JOHNStoNS 

IILL COLES 

IILL SULLIVANS 

H.L FIELDS 

JIl.L I..OFTONS 

HL EVANS 

PROGENITOR N~~ LINES 

- descended from Daniel and Rose Gaines Reed 
with the exception of the John Dixon Reed line -
son of Thomas J. Reed - grandson of George 
Reed. brother of Daniel. 

- descended from Dave and Cecile Weatherford 
Weaver and Jim and Hargarite 'Peggy' Parnell 
Weaver. 

- descended from Lemuel 'Pappy' and Anna Weaver 
Byrd. 

- descended from Joel and Edy Weaver Rivers 

- descended from Jerome 'Pic' Chestang and 
Cornelia Mollie Weaver - Rhoda Rivers and 
Mary 'Big Sis' Rivers with the exception of 
Anne T. Chestang - she was a cousin of Jerome. 

- descended from Dave and Jane Byrd Taylor. 

- descended from Zeno and Caroline Hollinger Orso. 

- descended from Melton and Ellen Seales Snow 
son of Creek Snow and Dinah. 

- descended from Drury Wilkerson. 

- descended from Louisa Jane Brashears and 
Nathaniel John Smith - except those des­
cending from Tom 'Hadjo' and Glovine Reed 
Smith. 

- descended from Cornelia 'Molly' Weaver and 
Powell Bates Johnston; Powell B. Johnst.on 
descends from pioneer settlers of Tombigbee 
area Washington Co. 

- descended from Peter and Eliza Reed Cole. 

- descended from Mark Sullivan and wife Jeremia 
Tedder - oral history says that Mark's mother 
was Creek. Sullivans· are early settlers at 
Tombigbee area - Washington Co. 

- descended from Amanda Fields a~d Henry Killam. 

- descended from George Lofton and Mary F. Lewis 
sister of Indian John Lewis. 

- descended from Jesse J. and Mahala Hopkins 
Evans - some female Evans (possibly descendents 
of Larkin Evans - early settler) married into 
the group - Jesse is sone of Jehu who came as 
one of first Missionaries to Choctaws. 

3 
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I~hiblt B. contlnued. 

ALI. HOPKINS 
_ descended from James and Nancy Rivers I.opkins. 

James Hopkins was born in Green Co .• Mississippi. 
and is said to be Choctaw. 

4 

, 
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Technical Report 

MOWA f~nd of Choctaw 

Map Supplement 

Map 1. :'ndian Locations and Land Cessions in Alabama 

Map 2. Choctaw Cession3, 1801-1830 

Map 3. Primary Ar~as uf Choctaw Settlement before Removal 

Map 1. Primary Areas of Choctaw Settlement Shown in Relation to 
Modern MiFs~ssippi Counties 

Map 'i. Colonial ..,ettlement Areas, Southwest Alabama 

Map Ii. The Original Extent of washington County, Mississippi 
Territory 

Map ./ Boundary Changes, Alabama Counties, 1808-1815 

Map B. Map of Alabama, 1818 

Map ~ j . Alabama County Boundary Changes, 1819-1832 

Map :.0. Alabama County Boundary Changes, 1834-1852 

Map :.1. Alabama County Boundaries, 1860 

Map :.:2 . Outline Map, Modern Washington County, Alabama 

Map :.3. Detailed Map, Washington County Districts, 1890 
NOTE: Settlement area for the petitioner was almost 
entirely within District 1, with a few families in the 
southeastern portion of District 4. 

Map :.4. Primary Settlement Area of the Petitioner, Washington 
anej Mobile Counties, Alabama 
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Map 1. Choctaw Cessions, 1801-1830. 
(Map counesy of Samuel} Wells) 
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NEWTON 
Ta'a 
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2. Choctaw Towns and DistriCls 
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Washington County, in the Tombigbee District, was created 
by proclamation or Governor Winthrop Sargent of the 
Mississippi Territory or. June 4, 1800. The county was named 
in honor of General George Washington. Its original 
boundaries extended from the Pearl River eastward to the 
Chattahoochee River and from latitude 32°28' on the north to 
the latitude 11° on the south. The county measured 300 
~iles east to west and 88 miles from north to south. Out 
of the area between these original boundaries sixteen 
counties in Mississippi and twenty-nine counties in Alabama 
have since been formed in whole or in part. Now located 
in the southwestern part of the state, Washington County is 
bounded by Choctaw County to the north, the Tombigbce River 
to the east (across which lie Clarke and Baldwin Counties), 
by Mobile County to the south, and by the state of Mississippi 
t.o the west. 
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Map of Alabama, 1818, according to John Melish. Cour­
tesy of Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
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COUNTY 
BOUNDARIES 

1834-1845 
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o 2b 60 -­MIU.S 

COUNTY 
BOUNDARIES 

1845-1852 
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Acts of 
1830 

SOURCE MATERIALS 

Alabama 
Acts Passed at the Eleventh Annual Session of the 
General Assembly of the State of Alabama, begun 
and held in the Town of Tuscaloosa, on the third 
Monday in Movember, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Twenty-Nine. Gabriel Moore, Governor. Levin 
Powell, President of the Senate. John Gayle, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Tuscaloosa, AL: Mcguire, Henry and Walker, State 
Printers. 

Acts Pa:;sed 
1978 Acts Passed by the Mississippi Legislature 

Concerning Estates, 1817-1865. Mississippi 
Genealogical Exchange 24(3) :132-137. 

Americall 
1832 

1834a 

l834b 

Andrews 
1974 

State papers (cited as ASP) 
American State Papers: Indian Affairs, Documents, 
Legislative and Executive, of the Congress of the 
United States, from the First Session of the First 
to the Second Session of the Nineteenth Congress 
inclusive; Commencing March 3, 1789, and ending 
March 3, 1827. Vol. I. Washington, DC: Gales & 
Seaton. 

American State Papers; Indian Affairs, Documents, 
Legislative and Executive, of the Congress of the 
United States, from the First Session of the First 
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