
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

APPROVAL OF 

MECHOOPDA INDIAN TRIBE OF CHICO RANCHERIA, CALIFORNIA 

LEASING ORDINANCE 

The attached Leasing Ordinance, submitted by the Mechoopda Indian Tribe of Chico Rancheria, 

California (listed in the Federal Register, Vol. 88, No. 8 FR 2113 (January 12, 2023) as the 

Mechoopda Indian Tribe of Chico Rancheria, California), and prepared in accordance with the 

Helping Expedite and Advance Responsible Tribal Home Ownership Act of 2012, consisting of 

54 pages and adopted by the Mechoopda Indian Tribal Council on October 18, 2022, is hereby 

approved. 

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
United States Department of the Interior 

Pursuant to the authority delegated by 209 DM 8 



1. 

MECHOOPDA INDIAN TRIBE OF CHICO RANCHERIA

TRUST LAND LEASING ORDINANCE 

ARTICLE I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS; LEASE DOCUMENT REVIEW AND APPROVAL; 

LEASE ADMINISTRATION· 

TITLE; PURPOSE; GENERAL .PROVISIONS '. 

'q . ' 

1.1 Title. This Ordinance shall be known as the "Mechoopda Indian Tribe o( Chico, Rancheria Trust Land Leasing 
Ordinance." 

' '•· •• I I ',: .,; •• '-\: 'l ' t 
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1.2 Purpo�e. T� purpose of this Ordinance is tq proriide .a ,fra!}le 'fork ,and clea_r require.me(1ts,f or leasing of trust 
anq restricted Indi�n lands �!,lbject to the sole approval qf tl}e Mechoopda.µidian T�/be of Chico Rancheria in 
accordai:i:c� with. the J:Ielpi!}g Expe_dite and A�vanc�:��.spoi:-i_sipl� Tribal Hori-\e Q�persh,ip ,A,ct ,of 2012, Public
Law 112-15.1.ofJuly 20,.2014_, cqdified into 25. U.S.C,. § �15(p). . , . . .. 

.,, .  , , , , I • •• 1 ,  , 

1.3 Applicability. This Ordinance applies to all L�ases of Tribal Trust Land entered into for business, agriculture, 
wind energy evaluation resources, wind and so)iu- 'i-�sources, public, religious, educational, recreational, or 
re�idential.purpqses. For the avoidance of doubt,. this Ordinance does not apply to: 

, ! , l ) • , •• "1 , · .1 ... , • • 1 • , , • � , • .' ": • • • • I , .... j , • , , •• , • 

(a) L�Qd u�e agree'rii'ents enteretl·into under oth�r f�detal statutory or regulatory authority; f ; . 
f'.,,•,-,;' ;; ,,,!•, • 1 l • • 1 • 1 )

._ 
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(o)·h�;Iarid;· ,,_ . ... .. " :' ! )•.;:;, ... ·., · .. .. , ... , ,i: .. i . 
·•.. j I 

. I I. ' ··1 ·,! ;f' . .. . ; . . I) ... , .. , ' .. 

(c) Lands held in trust by the United States for the benefit of'individual:Membets; ·. -,i 

( d) Mineral leases; , , . i 

( e) Fractionated lands; or

(t) Easements or rights ofway, 1 J. l > , .• • • • � 

1.4 Other Law Unaffected. Activities and transactions governed by this Ordinance are subject to applicable federal 
and Tribal Law. 

1.5 Construction. This Ordinance shall not in any way be construed: 

(a) To diminish the Tribe's jurisdiction over its Trust Lands; or

(b) As a waiver of the sovereign immunity of the Tribe or any of its instrumentalities, agencies, officers, agents,
or employees.

1.6 Amendment. Any substantive changes to this Ordinance or the Environmental Assessment must be submitted 
to and approved by the Secretary. The Tribe may make minor typographical and conforming amendments to 
this Ordinance or the Environmental Assessment Ordinance of the Mechoopda Indian Tribe of Chico Rancheria 
without further Secretarial Approval in accordance with Tribal Law. 

1.7 Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective as Tribal Law, for all purposes, from and after Approval of 
this Ordinance by the Tribal Council and the Secretary. Nothing in this Ordinance shall .be construed to affect 
the terms or conditions of Lease Documents entered into before the effective date of this Ordinance. After 
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Secretarial approval of this Ordinance, all Leases approved and executed under this Ordinance shall be effective 
without federal approval under the HEARTH Act. 

' I ,• 

2. •,.DEFINITIONS.The following ternns, wherever·used or referred to in this Ordinance, shall have the following
·· meanlt1gs:

I I'. 

I ./ • : 

2.1 "Agricultural Land" means Trust Land suited or used for the production of crops, livestock or other 
agricultural products� and/or Trust Land suited or-used for.a business that supports the surrounding agricultural 
community: . . 1·' 

' 
• · 

'• •• t • 
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2.2 "Agricultural Lease" means a Lease cCjf Agrionltural Land for famiing or grazing purposes." .. 

2.3 '"Applicant" means: . , 

(a) A person or entity seeking to lease Trust Land in accordance with this Ordinance; or
,f_, 

,: • ,,, • r • 
• • 

� ' , 1  ·I • ' .. 

(b) A Lessee seeking to assign; sublease; or: mortgage a Lease wheti such'Assignrnent,·Sublea�, or Leasehold
Mortgage requires Tribal Approval in accordance with Section 3 of this Ordinance.

. ' 
.. ' 

2.4 "Approval" means official action through writing,or recorded minutes-by a·departm�nt;-boafd, commission, 
or official of the Tribe, as may be required under this Ordinance to authorize Leases in accordance with this 
Ordinance. · '· ' ' ·• : '· ·-

2.5 "Assfgnee" meali$ a .person or·entity. that acquires all or-Some of the· Lessee's rights·and aisurries all or some 
of the Lessee's obligations under a Lease . 

. r :- ... �.''.. !' :1. I• • • I 

2.6 "Assignment" means an agreement between ail:,essee and an Assignee whe'reby Assig.nee· assumes all or some 
of the Lessee's rights and assumes all or some of the Lessee's obligations under a Lease. 

'-!, " .,. 
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2. 7 "BIA" means the Bureau of Indian Affairs within the United States Department' of. the-lnteribr.

2.-8 "Best Interest Deterniination"-means a detetmiriation, required under certain provisions of.this Ordinance, of 
whether a certain proposed Lease Document provision is in the best interest of the Tribe in light of all material 
circumstances. 

n .. · Ii 

'2.9 "Business Day'' means• Monday.·througH'Friday;i:exclutlihg recognized�noli�ayS of the Tribe� and federally 
recognized holidays and other days that the applicable office of the Tribe or federal government is closed to the 
public. 

• •· .• • • ·• • J ": •; ,. ,. ,I �, • 1' . • • . . : ,_ 

2.10 "Business Lease" means a ground Lease of undeveloped land or a Lease of developed 'land for any permitted 
commercial or industrial purpose including retail, office, manufacturing, storage, biomass, waste-to-energy, 
or other non-residential purposes: ' - .. :> •,_,; 1 ',) ,: : ·' ' • • • ': • • ,, • ,. , , • .-. ' " :. · · 

, 

2.111 "Cancellation" means action 'o'ti'the' part of a party ,o a- Lease Ddcumeht-·�o end the Lease Document. 

2.12 "Chairperson" means the Chairpersdri of the iv1ecndcipcia Iridian Tribe of Chico RancheHa, or other chief 
executive official as may be established under Tribal Law from time to time. 

,r ,. : ·, ,, I '. .. .. , , >c!: 

2.13 "Court of Competent Jurisdiction" means a Tribal or federal court with jurisdiction over the dispute at issue. 
• • ... •

• 
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. 2.14 "Day'; means a calendar day, unless otherwise·specifieJ: _. 
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