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1. COMMITTEE'S OFFICIAL DESIGNATION. Self-Governance PROGRESS Act
Negotiated Rulemaking Committee (Committee).

2. AUTHORITY. The Committee is in the public interest in connection with the
responsibilities of the Department of the Interior (Department) and regulated by the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 5 U.S.C. Appendix 2. Authority for the
Committee is under:

• Practical Reforms and Other Goals to Reinforce the Effectiveness of Self­
Governance and Self-Determination (PROGRESS) for Indian Tribes Act (Public
Law 116-180)

• Negotiated Rulemaking Act of 1996 (5 U.S.C. § 561 et seq.) The Committee will
conduct its activities in accordance with the Negotiated Rulemaking Act as
adapted to the unique context of self-governance and the govemrnent-to­
government relationship between the United States and Indian Tribes.

3. OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES. The Committee will
negotiate and advise the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) through the Office of Self­
Governance and the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs to develop the text of a proposed
rule to implement Title IV of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance
Act (ISDEAA) regarding the Tribal Self-Governance Program as amended by the
PROGRESS Act. It is anticipated that the proposed rule developed by the Committee
will revise the current regulations implementing the Tribal Self-Governance Program
codified at 25 C.F .R. Part 1000 to amend, delete, and add provisions as appropriate to
implement the PROGRESS Act.

4. DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES. The duties of the Committee are to negotiate in good
faith and encourage the free and open exchange of ideas with the goal of developing
proposed regulations to implement Title IV of the ISDEAA as amended by the
PROGRESS Act, such that the Committee can approve by consensus the submission of
said recommendations to the Secretary. The duties of this Committee are solely advisory.

The Committee will be responsive to specific assignments made by the Designated
Federal Officer (DFO). The Committee will consider the matters proposed by the DFO
and will attempt to reach consensus. The Committee will define consensus for its
deliberations. If the Committee reaches consensus on a proposal, it will submit a report
to the DFO specifying any areas in which the Committee has reached a consensus. If the
Committee does not reach a consensus on a proposal, it will insert within the report any
areas on which a consensus is not reached. The Committee may include in a report any
other information, recommendations, or materials that the Committee considers
appropriate.
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