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1.1 Purpose. This chapter establishes the requirements and responsibilities of Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BlA) central office and field staff for BlA Museum Program collections 
management. The BIA collection includes archeological artifacts, ethnographic objects, 
historic items, archives, and artwork, which are maintained to preserve the history of BIA,

Indian schools, and Jndian culture for present and future generations. 

BIA is also responsible for compliance with the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA) concerning human remains, funerary objects, objects 
of cultural patrimony, and sacred objects in its collections. Whether cultural, natural, 
artistic, or historical, museum objects and collections are valuable for the information that 
they provide about processes, events, and interactions among cultures, individuals, and the 
environment. 

1.2 Scope. This policy applies to all BlA offices and Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) schools 
that are responsible for managing museum collections, regardless of whether the 
collections are in the possession of the office or school. 

1.3 Policy. It is the policy of BIA to: 

A. provide for the protection and conservation of museum objects to preserve their
important ethnographic, historic, scientific, and/or artistic qualities;

B. provide for the accountability of management activities associated with museum
collections - including but not limited to planning, cataloging, accessioning, loans,
housekeeping, preventive conservation, relocation, and rehousing - consistent with
Federal and U. S. Department of the Interior (DOI) standards and requirements; and

C. provide for public benefit and enjoyment by placing and interpreting museum objects
within a broader context through research, analysis, and documentary records.

1.4 Authority. 

A. Statutes and Regulations.

1) 16 U.S.C. §§ 470aa-mm, Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, as
amended (ARPA)

2) 16 U.S.C. §§ 3371-78, and 18 U.S.C. 42, The Lacey Act of 1900, as amended

3) 18 U.S.C. § 1866(b)- Historic, archeologic, or prehistoric items and antiquities
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