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Background 

• Established in 1993 

• JV Management Board 
members from 10 
states, federal agencies, 
NGOs 

• Four JV staff 

– Bloomington, MN (2) 

– East Lansing, MI (2) 



What We Do 

• Assist with development, preparation, and 
review of NAWCA proposals and other projects 

• Work with partners to identify shared 
research/monitoring and protection/restoration 
priorities and objectives, track accomplishments 

• Administer GLRI-JV and JV Science grant 
programs 

• Develop decision support tools for partnership 









Tools you can use 

• Upper Mississippi River & Great Lakes Region 
Joint Venture 

 

• www.uppermissgreatlakesjv.org 

http://www.uppermissgreatlakesjv.org/MapsGIS.htm
http://www.uppermissgreatlakesjv.org/MapsGIS.htm


North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act Grants (NAWCA) 



NAWCA Grants - Background 

• Since 1990, NAWCA program has provided 
grants to organizations for the long-term 
protection, restoration, and enhancement of 
wetlands and associated uplands in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico.  

• Three grant cycles per year 

– Standard Grants (Up to $1M) – March and July 

– Small Grants (Up to $75k) - November 



NAWCA Grants – Background (cont’d) 

• Grants can support acquisition of land title, 
conservation easements and associated acquisition 
costs, as well as restoration or enhancement of 
wetlands and associated uplands.  

• Grants may fund personnel, administrative costs, 
travel, supplies, and equipment directly related to 
project.  

• Not Eligible: Stewardship, monitoring/evaluation, and 
planning costs, or activities associated with mitigation 
requirements. 



NAWCA Grants: Matching Requirements 

• NAWCA funds must be matched at least 1:1 by 
non-federal dollars 

– Indian Self-Determination (638) funds eligible as 
non-federal match 

• Activities eligible for match generally the same 
as those for grant funding, but see criteria on 
national NAWCA website 

 



NAWCA Scoring Criteria 

• Benefits to waterfowl populations 

• Benefits to other wetland-associated birds 

• Location in priority geography 



• NAWCA Proposal Instructions 

https://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act/how-to-apply-for-a-nawca-grant.php




NAWCA Scoring Criteria 

• Benefits to waterfowl populations 

• Benefits to other wetland-associated birds 

• Location in priority geography 

• Benefits to decreasing wetlands types 

• Longevity of benefits 

• Benefits to endangered species 

• Partnership component 



Other notes regarding NAWCA 

• Standard Grant proposals are large, time 
consuming documents to prepare, Small Grant 
proposals much simpler.  

• Great Lakes Coastal Zone Map 

• Projects that can tie to Joint Venture or other 
strategic planning documents tend to do 
better than those that do not  

• JV Management Boards also rank proposals  

 



NAWCA Project: Western Michigan 
Coastal Habitat  

• Protected or restored 
@2,300 acres of habitat 

• 17 project sites across 
12 counties in western 
Michigan 

• $1 million NAWCA grant 
matched by $2.3 million 
matching funds from 10 
project partners  



NAWCA Small Grant: Bergstrom 
Waterfowl Complex  

• Enhance 261 acres of 
wetlands  

• Replacement of 
outdated and  
ineffective 
infrastructure 

• Also doing invasive 
species mgmt. via aerial 
spraying and prescribed 
fire 

 



Great Lakes Restoration Initiative – 
Joint Venture (GLRI-JV) 

• Funding up to $300k for 
habitat protection, 
restoration, or 
enhancement 

• Must be matched with 
25% non-federal funds 

• Watershed of Great 
Lakes in the United 
States 

• RFP expected in fall  

 



GLRI – JV Scoring Criteria 

• Must demonstrate benefits to JV priority bird 
species 

• Readiness to begin project 

• Long-term duration of benefits 

• Involvement of two or more partners (incl. a state 
agency partner) 

• Match ratio 

• Connection to regional conservation network 

• Benefits to listed species (federal and SWAP) 



Great Lakes Migratory Bird Portal 

• Great Lakes Migratory Bird Portal 

 

 

• http://glmigratorybirds.org/index.html 

http://glmigratorybirds.org/index.html


GLRI-JV Project: Door County 
Peninsula  

• Protect 25 acres of 
habitat on two tracts of 
land in Door County, 
Wisconsin. 

• Mix of wetlands and 
uplands, existing 
conservation complex 

• Key habitat for 
migrating and breeding 
birds as well as 
endangered species 

 



Summary 

• Partnerships and planning are keys to 
successful grant applications. 

• Lots of useful plans and documents available  
that can assist with project/proposal 
development 

• Proposals that can best describe need and 
potential biological benefits tend to perform 
better 



Thanks! 


