


 
 

 

LTRO Mission Statement: 

 

“To provide accurate, timely and 
cost-effective federal land title 
services to Indian individuals 
and Tribes” 



 
 

Employees 
  Beth Wenstrom – Chief, Division of Land 

Title & Records – Washington, DC 

 Wendy Meierotto – LTRO Manager 

 Heidi Gordon – Supervisory Legal 
Instruments Examiner 

 Lenore Plucinski – Legal Instruments 
Examiner 

 Laurie LePlavy – Legal Instruments 
Examiner 

 Tyler Gordon – Legal Assistant 



 
  

Since 1960 the Land Titles and Records  

Office was located in Aberdeen, South  

Dakota at the Great Plains Regional  

Office 



Through the years and with much persistence from 
Diane Rosen, Tammie Poitra and others the Midwest 
Region was able to establish the opening of the Midwest 
LTRO. 

 

On June 1, 2015 the Midwest LTRO opened its doors to 
serve the Midwest Region. 

 

 

 



 



 



 



The Midwest LTRO staff were able to work with the 
Northwest, Southern Plains and Great Plains Regions 
each of them giving technical support. 

 

Great Plains Region 



In May of 2015 LTRO records moved to their 
permanent home now located at the Great 
Lakes Agency, in Ashland, Wisconsin 









LTROs Major Functions 
o Record land title documents and convey and/or 

encumber Indian trust land 

o Provide certified TSRs that show legal descriptions 
current ownership & and liens (of record) 

o Maintain the Bureau’s official automated land 
ownership database known as TAAMS 

o Prepare Certified Inventories 

o Maintain land owner status maps/plats 

o Certify land title documents (of record) 



Interesting facts about LTRO’s 
 

o LTRO’s serve as a FEDERAL REPOSITORY for all title and 
Encumbrance documents that affect Indian land 
 

o By Federal regulation they have been designated the 
official office of record 
 

o The LTRO Manager is the custodian of the records 
 

o LTRO Manager is the certifying official for those 
documents 
 

o NOTE:  These certified documents are admissible into  a 
court of law 



LTRO’s are Unique Offices 

 

• Serve as Register of Deeds Office 

• Act as Title Abstract Office 

• Title Insurance Company 

 



What constitutes a Certified Title Status Report? 

 

 Must have proper legal description 

 Must show all current owner(s) 

 Must include any liens/encumbrances that have been 
recorded against the property 

 Must indicate the date of examination 

 Must be certified by the LTRO Manager 



How long does a TSR certification take? 

A TSR can take a day to several weeks.  

It really depends on the following factors: 

 Last time the TSR was examined for certification 

 Number of documents that have been recorded/posted 
since the last certification 

 Type of documents that require examination (i.e. 
Deeds, Probates etc.) 

 Type of tract (Allotted vs. Tribal) 

 PRESENT WORKLOAD 



188 Files 
Currently there are 16,500 188s on file at the MWLTRO 

 
 The Midwest LTRO utilizes a manual chaining system 

 
 There is a 188 file for EVERY tract of land within the Midwest Region 

 
 The chaining sheet is used to manually track documents affecting ownership 

of a tract of land 
 

 The 188 files are filed according the Reservation Code & Tract Number 
 

 The chaining sheet is utilized in the process of preparing the certified TSR.  
Each document received in the LTRO for a tract of land is written on the 
chaining sheet (We previously discussed this about LCP and LBB Deeds)  
 

 The 188 files are used in conjunction with a TSR received from TAAMS  
 



Current Completed Statistics  
Probates                                650 

Deeds                                     125 

Conveyance Documents     133 

Legal Documents                  310 

Realty Documents                  47 

Certified TSRs                        208  
 

 

 

 



LTRO Database of Requests 
 

Requests logged requests:  4627 

 

Requests completed:           4347  

 

 



Current PENDING Statistics  

Deeds………………………………………………..……………………..…….10 

Probates…………………………………………………….……………………69 

Probate Modification…………………………………………….………..44 

Surveys………………………………………………………………..………….17 

Mortgages………………………………………………………………………...5 

Mortgage Satisfactions……………………………………………………..4 

Lease …………………………………………………………………………..……3 

Forms C……………………………………………………………….………….24 

Global…..…………………………………………………………………….…..62 

TSRs ……………………………………………………………………….………10 

Tract Breakouts……………………………………………………………….…8 



EXPECTATIONS OF THE 
MIDWEST LTRO 



 



Subject Line:     

 

Land Area Code: 

 

Document No: 

 

Tract No. 

 

Document Type 

 

Document Class 

 

Mortgage Document No. 

 

Lease No 

 

Number of pages 

 

Remarks:   

 

 

 

 

 

. 



  







What the LTRO would like to see 

 

 Legal Descriptions in Word if possible to ease the LIE 

 Each request should be its own email 

 If not supplied it takes the LTRO time to look up 
information not included thereby taking longer to 
finalize transactions 

 

 



GLOBALS 



VARIANCE Reports  
 

 

 



 



Special Projects 
  Labels 

 OTRA – week of September 13-22, 2016 

 Menominee 

 LBBP 

 

 



LTRO Points of contact 
  Wendy Meierotto – LTRO Manager              715-685-2403 

 Heidi Gordon – Supervisory LIE                                715-685-2404 

 Lenore Plucinski – Legal Instruments Examiner    715-685-2406 

 Laurie LePlavy – Legal Instruments Examiner        715-685-2405 

 Tyler Gordon – Legal Assistant                                  715-685-2407 

 

  

 Midwest_LTRO@bia.gov 
 



Questions 

and 

Comments 

 


