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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning, Chairman Seki, Midwest Region Representative of the Tribal Interior Budget Council, could not be here today. He was called at the last possible moment to testify at a Senate Indian Affairs Committee hearing yesterday on Ending Native Youth Suicides.  He extends his regrets and asked that I, as Midwest Region tribal budget representative, provide the TIBC budget update. Today we will provide a tribal perspective of Indian Affairs funding at the Department of Interior, focusing on the BIA, which funds tribes’ government service programs across the country. 







The Midwest Region is comprised of 36 tribes and nearly 200,000 tribal members in Minnesota, Michigan, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Indiana

	


Bureau of Indian Affairs Budget Update

- FY 2015 Enacted BIA Budget
- FY 2016 President’s Budget Request
- FY 2017 Budget Process

- Sequestration and Base Programs


Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will begin with an overview of the 2015 enacted BIA budget, and then present highlights of the President’s 2016 budget request.  We will then discuss the 2017 budget process, which is well underway, and finish with a discussion on sequestration and tribal Base program funding. 


FY 2015 BIA Budget
- $2,564,890,000 Requested (1.3% over 2014)
- $2,601,498,000 Enacted (2.8% over 2014)

- $70.2 million increase over 2014:

- +%$4 million for CSC

- +%$2 million for Road Maintenance

- +%$10.3 million for Tiwahe Initiative

- +$14 million for BIE Tribal Grant Support Costs
- +3$2 million for BIE Tribal Education Depts.

- +%$2 million for BIE Graduate Scholarships

- +3$20 million for School Construction


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The President’s 2015 BIA budget request was $33 million, or 1.3%, over the 2014 enacted level.  Looking back, I don’t think anyone, tribal or federal, was pleased with that budget overall.  Congress supported a higher funding level, providing $70 million over 2014, or 2.8%. 

Some highlights in 2015 include modest increases of $4 million for Contract Support and $2 million for Road Maintenance.  We were pleased to see that Congress supported and funded the President’s Tiwahe Initiative, a comprehensive and integrated approach to address the inter-related problems of poverty, violence, and substance abuse faced by Indian communities. Tiwahe funding included about $5 million each for the Social Services and Indian Child Welfare Act programs, and $500,000 for Job Placement & Training.

Congress also provided an increase of $14 million for Bureau of Indian Education Tribal Grant Support Costs, which are similar to Contract Support Costs for Education programs.  And there were also small increases in BIE for tribal education departments and graduate level scholarships.  Congress also added $20 million to finish construction of one school, and the design of the last two schools on the 2004 priority list.

Everything else was basically flat, with the sequestration cuts retained.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
At last month’s Tribal Interior Budget Council meeting, Amber Ebarb from NCAI provided a very good Trend Analysis of Major Tribal Programs, which I borrowed this slide from. 

Looking at the solid Red line, The 2016 President’s budget request is $2.9 billion, an increase of $323 million, or 12.4%, over the 2015 enacted level.  This represents one of the largest BIA budget increases ever, and we greatly appreciate the Administration’s support.  

But, when factoring in inflation, the solid Gray line demonstrates we really aren’t making much progress.



Budget Increases for the 6 Largest Interior Agencies
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows two charts. The top chart you’ve seen before, it shows the overall percentage increase in funding of the 6 largest Interior agencies over a ten year period, in this case from 2004-2013, the year of sequestration. It illustrates what tribes have been concerned about, that BIA has been getting the short end of the stick in Interior budget increases.

The bottom chart shows the overall percentage increase in funding of the 6 largest Interior agencies from 2004-2016, should Congress adopt the President’s 2016 request.  You can see the President’s budget request represents an important move forward in evening the playing field for BIA.  And even if Congress does not fund it, it is important that the Administration made the request. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the last three President’s requested budget increases, for all of Interior excluding BIA in Blue, and for just BIA in Green.  We showed you this chart last year for just the 2014 and 2015 budget requests, and it caused quite a stir.  But in 2016, we can see a major change, with the BIA requested increase of 12.4%, compared to the rest of Interior at 8.3%.  Tribes have something to be pleased about this year, and now we have work to do in getting Congress to support the President’s Budget. 



President’s FY 2016 BIA Budget Request
$2.9 billion, $323 million (12.4%) over 2015

- +$26 million to fully fund CSC

- +$4 million for new One-Stop Tribal Support Center

- +$4.5 million for new Indian Energy Service Center

- +$12 million for new office of Policy, Evaluation & Data
- +$15 million to expand the Tiwahe Family Initiative

- +$48 million for Trust Natural Resources

- +$16 million for Trust Real Estate Services

- +$94 million for Bureau of Indian Education (BIE)

- +$59 million for school construction and repairs


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlights of the 2016 President’s budget include full funding for contract support, as well as a proposal to make Contract Support Mandatory starting in 2017.  There are several new initiatives, including $4 million for a One-Stop Tribal Support Center to assist tribes in accessing federal funding across the government, $4.5 million for an Indian Energy Service Center to facilitate energy development, and $12 million to establish a new Office of Indian Affairs Policy, Program Evaluation, and Data, to improve the way data is collected, analyzed, and used in support of tribal needs.  An increase of $15 million is for expansion of the Tiwahe Initiative, and includes increases of $6 million for Social Services, $4 million for Law Enforcement Special Initiatives, and $5 million for Courts.  There is an increase of $48 million for Natural Resources, most of that spread across 9 programs to support tribes in sustainable resource management and in preparing and responding to the impacts of climate change.  There is an increase of $16 million for Real Estate Services, to assist with probate backlogs, land title and records processing, and other needs.  In the Bureau of Indian Education, there is an increase of $45 million for elementary and secondary education.  An increase of $13 million would be provided to fully fund BIE Tribal Grant Support Costs.  $10 million would be provided for a new school education enhancement incentive program, and $20 million for improved school maintenance.  $34 million is requested for a technology initiative including Broadband access at all BIE schools.  There is also a $5 million increase for Scholarships including graduate level scholarships.  Finally, a $2.6 million increase is requested for the JOM program.   In Education Construction, $59 million is requested to complete construction of the final two schools on the 2004 priority list, and to provide routine and major school facility repairs.  

You can see it took me quite a bit longer to describe 2016 budget highlights, compared to 2015!  Again, the President’s 2016 budget is strong, and though it does not replace Sequestration, we support it.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Midwest Annual Budget Meeting was held on January 15th at the Ramada in Bloomington, MN.  

Representatives from 14 Tribes attended the Meeting.  Before the meeting officially began, there was a ninety minute ‘One on One’ Session with Tribal representatives and BIA Staff.  

There were 11 different Presenters giving presentations which included the Overview of the Budget Formulation Process, Review of Initiatives with a discussion, Sub Team updates on Realty, Probate, Natural Resources, Forestry and Climate Change, Law Enforcement, Social Services, Road Maintenance, Contract Support, Paycosts and Education.  The Budget Meeting then ended with a Tribal Leader Discussion led by the TIBC Representatives.  

Budget Teams were reinstated from last year for Education, Social Services, Law Enforcement, Forestry, Probate & Real Estate, and Natural Resources Management to focus on the Initiatives and Narratives for the Tribes and BIA.  There were over 40 members on these 6 Teams.  The Teams were made up of Tribal representatives and BIA Employee’s. 


FY 2017 Budget Recommendations
Top 10 Rankings for a 10% Budget Increase

Criminal Investigations & Police Services
Tribal Courts (TPA)

Scholarships & Adult Education (TPA)
Indian Child Welfare Act (TPA)

Social Services (TPA)

Consolidated Tribal Gov’t Program (TPA)
Natural Resources (TPA)

Contract Support (TPA)

Aid to Tribal Government (TPA)

0 Road Maintenance (TPA)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can see that many of the Midwest Region priorities are similar to other regions.  We won’t go into much detail here, our written testimony provides detail on the funding needs for these budget lines.

We would like to mention that 4 of our first 5 priorities are embraced by the Tiwahe Family Initiative. We appreciate and support this Initiative, a comprehensive and integrated approach to address the inter-related problems of poverty, violence, and substance abuse faced by Indian communities - this is a great idea, and we should all support the Administration on this.  In FY 2015 Congress signaled it’s support for the Tiwahe Initiative by providing increases of about $5.1 million for Social Services, $4.7 million for the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) program, and $.5 million for Job Placement and Training.  All three of these programs have seen their funding erode through either cuts or flat-funding for decades, so these increases are welcomed.
 
We further support the President’s request to expand on the Tiwahe Initiative in FY 2016, by providing an additional $6 million for Social Services, an additional $4 million for Law Enforcement special initiatives, and an additional $5 million for Tribal Courts.   



FY 2017 Budget Funding Table

REGION: MIDWES T REGION [Dabiars are in thousands] /] || Reglonal Budget inkiatives MNational Budget Iniatives
ACTIVITIES Comolid. 2015 I
Subadtivities [ H m3 2014 President's | Change BmigtReqmest | Champe  Budget Remmes | Reffion
fg Program Elements Prioity|  Enacted dg {from 2015) [ from=5 | +0% | Pioky

Blue color indicates FOOTNOTE. See Tab 2. 2016 Request 0 Total 0 Total zm‘\

OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

TRIBAL GOVERNMENT
ADTS0 Y |Aid to Tribal Govemment {TPA) 5 28167 25,839 24,614 7,559 32,173 12,013 36,627] 9
ADTH Y |Consolidated Tribal Govt Program (TPA) 73,366 74,623 76,348 5,575 81,923 15,004 9,352 6 76,348
ADT92 Y Rul =GR TA9077 7 N b 72 ey o 183,401) 158, 767}

- Y |Contract Suppoit (TPA) 10 207,743 242,000 246,000 0 zmm—u'bm 8 246,000

AT mationBund JDA) 1805 5.0m 0} e T B11 5,611} 55,0008
AT Y  |New Tnbes {TPA) 303, 463 16 479 64 577] 463}
ADTST Y |Small & Needy Tribes (TPA) 1,815 1,815 /gz o8 1,943 292 2,137 1,845
ADT9% Y |Road Mantenance (TPA) 7 24,123 24,303 4,461 2,965 27,426 6,945 31,4060 10 224,461

Tribal Govemment Program Oversight 8,066 8,128 8,181 428 8,609 1,289 9,470 8,181
ADTSD N | Central Oversight 2,514 2, 2,548 133 2,681 401 2,909 2,545
AOT60 N | Regional Owersight 5,552 ;(Z 5,632 25 5928 6,521 5,633}

Total, Tribal Government 495,485 /435,082 545,679 25,131 570,382 60,852 606,531 12,937 558,616 200,000 745,679

HUMAN SERVICES
ADH90 | Y [Socwl Senices (TPA) 2 404 35,763 40,871 5,005 45,856 10,852 51,723} 5 5,206 46,077 25,000 65,871
AHA Y |Wellae Assistance {TPA) 70,879 74,809 74,800 3,762 78,571 11,619 86,428 5,000 79,800 20,000 94,8001
AH92 | Y [indian Chid Welfare Act {TPA) 6 9,955 10,710 15,433 3,831 19,264 6,994 247 a 5,000 20,433 25,000 40,433
AH93 | Y |Housing mprovement Program {TPA) 11,943 8000 8,000 634 8643 1,498 9,507} 5,000 13,008 20,000 28,000
AHS4 Y |Human Semvices Trbal Design {TPA) 114 1 407 2 49 65 472 A07 A07]

Human Senices Program Oversight 3,054 3,085 3,105 114] 3,219 436 3,541 o] 3105 o 3,105
AHS0 | N | Centrl Oversight 299 03] 907 0 907 0 o] I 07 07
ADHED N | Regional Owersight 2,155 2,182 2,198 114 2,312 345 2,543 2,198 2,158

Total, Human Services p 128,780 132,778 142,634 13,502 156,022 31,464 174,098 20206] 162,880 ~ 90,000 232,634

=

Contract Support - No changes were made to this line because the
President has proposed making CSC a Mandatory component of the
budget in FY 2017. Midwest Region expects full funding for CSC
through additional appropriations, not at the expense of other BIA
programs.

Regional Initiatives =$ 137,858,000
National Initiatives = $1,333,123,000



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Midwest Region developed a BIA 2017 budget comprehensive table at the Plus 0%, and Plus 10% levels, and Identified both Regional and National Budget Initiatives.

Considerable effort was expended this year in presenting Midwest Region Initiatives.  Teams of tribal and BIA staff were formed to work in various budget categories.  

Although we only had Midwest Region information in many cases, we did present several National Initiatives for the BIA totaling  $1,333,123,000.  
We also identified Regional Initiatives totaling  $137,858,000.



FY 2017 BIA Budget Process

-BIA i1ssued FY 2017 budget guidance last fall
-Regions held budget meetings over the winter
-Regions submitted their FY 2017 budget justifications in February

-March 2015 TIBC meeting:
Regions provided testimony on FY 2017 budget needs
Regional priorities were aggregated into national rankings

-TIBC Budget Subcommittee met with BIA in April:
Prepared 5 FY 2017 budget scenarios at different target levels
Included two budget scenarios above the FY 2016 request level
Included TPA and other Tribal program increases & Initiatives
Results presented to ASIA Washburn

-FY 2017 budget development is well underway


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2017 budget process started last fall with the issuance of budget guidance from BIA Central Office to the regions.  Each region held budget meetings, and prepared budget justifications based on the guidance, as well as regional budget priorities.  

At the March TIBC meeting, tribal leaders provided written testimony and presentations on 2017 budget issues and priorities, region by region.  Regional budget priorities were added together to form a national TIBC 2017 priority ranking list.  Tribal leaders do not like to prioritize programs, all our programs are important, and this ranking system is recognized as just one tool in informing the Assistant Secretary on tribal needs.

The TIBC budget subcommittee recently met with BIA budget office staff to develop 5 different versions of the 2017 budget.  Two versions were based on the FY 2015 enacted level, and three versions were based on the FY 2016 budget request.  It is always a difficult task to develop these budget scenarios, because some of them require substantial cuts to meet the target levels.  But it provides a very important opportunity for close consultation on the BIA budget, something that is unique to this Administration.  In all budget scenarios, tribal representatives first restored the 2013 Sequestration cuts to tribal programs.  We then focused on tribal TPA programs and other tribal recurring programs, as well as the top 10 TIBC budget rankings.  In addition, we focused on initiatives that the Administration could support, including Road Maintenance and the Tiwahe initiative.  After the budget exercise, which took two days, we had a good discussion with Kevin Washburn.  He confirmed that this effort is useful in helping the BIA understand tribal needs as they develop the final FY 2017 BIA budget over the next several months.  


2017 PRIORITY RANKING RESULTS - ALL REGIONS

scholarships and Adult.
Tribal Courts [TPA)
criminal Investigations and. .
&id to Tribal Government [TPA)
Social 5ervices [TPA)
Indian Child welfare Act [TPA)
Housing Improvement._
Johnson-0'Malley Assstance.
Consolidated Tribal Gow't._
Road Maintenance [TPA)
Fish, wildlife & parks Projects
Economic Development [TPA)
RES Program [TPA)
lob Placement and Training.—
Contract Support [TPA)
welfare Assistance [TPA)
Water Resources Program ([TPA)
EQL Program [TRA)
Small & Needy Tribes [TPA)
Detention/Cormections
Forestry Program [TPA)
EC, Projects
Regional Dversight
Litigation Support/Attny Fees
Ccooperative Landscape.
Natural Resources [TPA)
Agriculture Program [TPA)
Early Childhood Development._
Facilities Operations &._
ISEP Formula Funds
Education Program._
Tribal Grant Support Costs
Land Title and Records Offices
Fire Protection [TPA)

73



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each year the BIA provides budget guidance to the Regions, including meeting with tribes to formulate regional budget priorities.  Then, as I discussed in the previous slide, at the March meeting of the Tribal Interior Budget Council, the regional priorities are added together to come up with budget rankings  nationally.  From our meeting last Month, here is the result of the ranking exercise of budget priorities for the FY 2017 budget process.  Many of the higher ranked programs are at the top every year, including Scholarships, Courts, Law Enforcement, Social Services, Road Maintenance, HIP and JOM.  And I want to say again, tribal leaders don’t like creating top ten lists, as all programs are important!  The BIA understands that this is just one tool that helps to inform them as they develop the budget.




Cuts to Tribal Government Funding

1996 General Reduction: 16%
2000-2013 ATB Rescissions: 8%
2013-2015 Sequester Cut: 5%

Total Cuts since 1996: 29%

- Only increases for most tribal programs were Pay Costs,
but they were fully funded only once (2008)

- These figures do not take into account inflation


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tribes’ core government service programs have experienced steep declines for many years.  For instance, all tribes’ TPA accounts (which form the core of government services) were permanently cut by about 16% back in 1996.  
 
These same programs were permanently cut an additional 8% from 2000 to 2013, from at least 14 different rescissions to pay for things like tax cuts, wars, hurricanes, and even information technology upgrades.  
 
Tribes lost an additional 5% in 2013 to 2015 from the Sequester.  That means from just 2000-2015, Tribes’ TPA funding has been subject to cuts of 13%.  But when adding the 16% General Reduction in 1996, Tribes’ critical government service programs must operate today with 29% less actual dollars than in 1995!
 
On top of all this, the only additions to tribes’ core service programs in 18 years has been pay costs.  But for the last 12 years, pay costs have only been partially funded, usually at 50% or less.

We are grateful that in 2014 and 2015, there were additions to the BIA budget for initiative and grant type funding, many in natural resources.  There are also similar increases proposed in 2016.  Again, we appreciate this, but we want to point out that most of our Base government services programs, which pay the wages of tribal staff performing those services, have not seen increases in decades, only the cuts I just described.
 


List of Across the Board Rescissions and Other Permanent Reductions
Imposed on BIA and Tribes, FY 2000-2015 (Shown as Percentage Cut)

Year Description Individual Total
2000 (eneral Reduction 0.4685 0.4685
2001 ATB 022 0.22
2002 No Rescission 0 0
2003 ACB 0.65 0.65
2004 BIA-IT 024
2004 Omnibus ATB 0.59
2004 ATB 0.646 1.476
2005 Omnibus ATB 0.8
2005 Internnor ATB 0.594 1.394
2006 ATB 0.476
2006 A'TB Hurricane & Other 1 1.476
2007 No Rescission 0 0
2008 ATB 1.56 1.56
2009 No Rescission 0 0
2010 No Rescission 0 0
2011 ATB 0.2 0.2
2012 ATB 0.16 0.16
2013 ATB 0.2 0.2
Rescissions Subtotal 7.8045 7.8045
2013 Sequester 5.04 5.04
Total 12.8445 12.8445



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This table shows all of the rescissions tribes have had to suffer from going back to 2000 – at least 15 different rescissions if you include sequestration!  They all represent permanent cuts to tribal Base programs!  Sequestration dealt a harsh blow to tribes’ government services programs, on top of all of the rescissions.  

[In just the last decade, the federal government spent more than two times the amount on the Iraq and Afghanistan wars ($1.6 trillion) than it has on BIA and IHS programs collectively, over their entire history.  It may be the case that some federal agencies can absorb this onslaught of cuts, but tribes cannot - we have reached the breaking point.]





‘Cumulative Effect of Rescissions and Sequestration on Tribal Program Funding,
FY 2000-2015, Shown as the Total Percentage Cuts Each Year
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this slide just shows graphically, the impact of rescissions and sequestration on tribal programs.  Since these cuts are permanent, each year builds upon the next, so for the last 3 years, our base programs have been reduced by 13% each year.


Sequestration Is in effect until 2023!

Two-year deal to soften the blow of Sequestration was only for FY 2014-
2015. Additional across the board cuts of about 3%, on top of the 5%
sequestered in FY 2013-2015, are likely unless Congress takes action.

BIA did not restore the 2013 Sequestration cuts in their 2014 Spending Plan,
and the President did not restore them in his 2015 and 2016 budget requests.
The President should restore the Sequestration cuts in the FY 2017 budget.

Even without Sequestration, the Budget Control Act imposed long term
draconian reductions to Discretionary spending which will grow worse each
year.

If we can’t change the path we are on, the damage from Sequestration

to tribal government service programs will take decades to undue. Only
Congress can restore Sequestration cuts in FY 2016, and take other actions to
hold tribes harmless from Sequestration.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sequestration is a long term threat to tribes’ abilities to provide critical government services to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of tribal members. Every program was cut by 5%, and we lost $142 million, much of it in our Base programs. We do acknowledge and thank Darren Cruzan and the Office of justice Services however, for taking $4.5 million of their 2014 spending plan increase to replace a portion of the law enforcement sequestration cuts at the BIA and tribal program level. And we’re happy to report that they are Paying It Forward in 2015 and beyond.

The two-year budget deal to soften the blow of Sequestration was only for 2014 - 2015, and it actually extended Sequestration until 2023.  In FY 2016, we face the possibility of an additional Sequestration cut of 3% on top of the 5%.  Sequestration is here to stay, along with its terrible impacts, unless the Administration and Congress take extraordinary steps to hold tribes harmless.  Sequestration is a breach of Trust and Treaties, and the President should not stand for it.  The President’s FY 2015 and 2016 budgets do not restore Sequestration cuts to tribal programs – the FY 2017 budget should fully restore them!


Even without Sequestration, the Budget Control Act imposed long term draconian reductions to Discretionary spending which will grow worse each year 
  
If we can’t change the path we are on, the damage from Sequestration to tribal government service programs will take decades to undue  
 
We need another strong BIA budget request in FY 2017, one that includes restoration of Sequestration cuts and other tribal program increases


Pay Cost Issues and Concerns

FY 2011-2013 Pay Costs Frozen, but tribes received about
$13 million collectively in TPA Pay Cost Base increases

FY 2014 - 2016 Fixed Costs/Pay Costs requested, but
amounts were constrained, yet described as fully funded,
which Is not accurate

Pay Costs represent the only TPA base increases for most
programs, yet they continue to be seriously underfunded
during both the present and previous Administrations


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 1996, most TPA budget lines have been frozen.  The only way most TPA increases occur now is through annual Pay Cost additions.  Unfortunately, the current and previous Administration sharply reduced Pay Cost additions to the budget, and Congress enacted those reductions.  Because annual Pay Cost additions are cumulative, these reductions have cost Tribes and BIA literally hundreds of millions of dollars. 
 
This is an area of the budget that Tribes can impact.  For instance, from FY 2011-2013, most non-military Pay Cost accounts were zeroed.  But because of efforts by the TIBC and support from BIA we were able to secure $13 million in recurring TPA Base increases.  

We need to keep advocating for full Pay Cost funding.  In the 2014-2016 budgets, the President again requested only tiny additions for Pay Costs.  What’s worse, the Administration described Pay Costs as “Fully Funded”, but in fact they were not.   If Tribal salaries were accorded just a 2% COLA adjustment, the amount required would be at least $7 million just for the tribes.  

Early indications suggest the Administration and OMB will again reduce Fixed Costs and Pay Costs.  We need ASIA Washburn and Secretary Jewell to push back on OMB and the Administration, to request full funding for Pay Costs, at a rate of at least 2% of tribal and BIA salaries.

 



Midwest Region
Trending Issues
» ILCA Lien Waivers
* Mining

e Grants.Gov


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next 3 slides discuss three important issues in the Midwest Region.  These include the need for ILCA Lien Waivers, mining issues, and moving BIA funds to grants.gov.
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Map: Kate Golden, Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism. Research:
Jason Smathers and Julie Strupp, WCIJ.
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Presentation Notes
Hard Rock and Frac Sand Mining and exploration companies are swarming the upper Great Lakes, especially Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Wisconsin and the arrowhead region of northern Minnesota.  Lake Superior is in the bull’s eye.   Tribes in the region are exceedingly concerned about the long-term adverse impacts associated with mining to human health, water quality, air quality, wild rice, sustenance fisheries, treaty reserved resources, and the overall environment.  Also of concern is the current lack of the needed regional expertise and resources to appropriately address the various environmental impacts of these activities during the NEPA process, and also ensure Tribal governments are properly consulted on a government to government basis. 






Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the BIA’s 2014 Spending Plan, there were a number of funding increases, especially in Natural Resources, which provided opportunities for tribes to access additional funding.  Many of these increases were to decades old recurring programs, and some were new.  We’ve heard the term “grants” bandied about a lot in the last year, but these one-time funding opportunities are really not grants, and the Greenbook does not describe them as such.
 
We learned at the last TIBC meeting in November, that BIA was considering moving a number of these one-time funding programs to grants.gov for processing.  We have a number of concerns with this. Grants are very time-consuming to prepare and administer.  Tribes have always viewed the process of funds distribution through the BIA as preferable to grant programs such as DOJ, ANA, SAMHSA, etc.
 
Moving the process of applying for some BIA funds to grants.gov is unnecessary, burdensome, and circumvents self-determination.  Tribes would have to learn a new process (adding another layer of complexity), and many tribes simply do not have the capacities to undertake another process and therefore may be dissuaded from applying for funds.  Most critically, we’re concerned that the grants.gov process may hinder or preclude tribes from receiving full Contract Support Costs including Direct Contract Support Costs.
 
Executive Order 13175 requires consultation with tribes when significant policy changes are contemplated.  Moving BIA program funds to Grants.gov is a significant policy change.  If the BIA proposes to utilize grants.gov to process BIA funding opportunities for tribes, it must first establish and conduct a consultation process.      This concludes our presentation, Migwetch!
 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Midwest Region is rich in natural resources. We have the 5 great lakes, as well as the 6th great lake – Red Lake!  Water, fish, wildlife, and forests abound, and they are important to us.
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