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1. Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action 

The purpose of the proposed action is to authorize Enerplus to install Saddle Butte Pipeline’s 

temporary compression system on the Red Tipped Arrow #33-11H/Audrey Rabbithead Hall 

#33-11H well pad. This action is similar to, but not the same as, the action discussed in the 

original EA in that gas gathering above-ground facilities and buried pipelines would be added 

to the site. However, the level of disturbance and associated impacts would remain the same. 

2. Authorities 

Oil and gas exploration and development activities are conducted under authority of the 

Indian Mineral Leasing Act of 1938 (25 United States Code [USC] 396a, et seq.), the Indian 

Mineral Development Act of 1982 (25 USC 2101, et seq.), and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 

(42 USC 15801, et seq.). 

3. Legal Land Description for Proposed Action 

The existing well pad and access ROW are located in the NE¼ NE¼ of Section 33, T150N, 

R94W in McKenzie County, North Dakota (Figure 1).  

4. Scope of Work for Proposed Action 

Enerplus proposes to delay interim reclamation of the well pad and install a temporary 

compression system to deliver gas to the Saddle Butte pipeline until a permanent location can 

be completed in October of 2011. The system would include the contactor with glycol and 

condensate containment above-ground storage tanks, an inlet separator, discharge filter skid 

with metering, the compressor, and above-ground piping connecting the components. There 

would be no additional surface disturbance to the well pad.  

Enerplus would grant Saddle Butte the right to enter and use the well pad for purposes of 

compressor installation and maintenance. Saddle Butte agrees to comply with the terms and 

provisions of the EA and accompanying APD and would not do anything to adversely affect 

the grants held by Enerplus or to compromise the effects analysis conducted in the 

environmental assessment. 

5. Applicable National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Document(s) 

Environmental Assessment: Peak North Dakota, LLC Four Horizontal Bakken Exploratory 

Wells: Sherwood #28-44H, Red Tipped Arrow #33-11H, Baker #15-44H, and Fredericks #23-

31H (July 2009). 

6. Other Relevant Documentation 

A Supplemental to Environmental Assessment for Peak North Dakota, LLC Four Horizontal 

Bakken Exploratory Wells: Sherwood #28-44H, Red Tipped Arrow #33-11H, Baker #15-44H, 

and Fredericks #23-31H was submitted to the BIA on July 20, 2010, requesting authorization 
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to add a second well to the Red Tipped Arrow #33-11H well pad. The document received a 

FONSI on July 20, 2010. 

An addendum to the Saddle Butte Pipeline, LLC August 2010 Environmental Assessment for 

Approval of Saddle Butte Trunk Lines was prepared in September of 2010, analyzing the 

gathering lines to the Red Tipped Arrow #33-11H/Audrey Rabbithead Hall #33-11H well 

locations. The document received a FONSI in October of 2010. 

7. NEPA Adequacy Criteria 

This document has identified the above-mentioned previously prepared NEPA document, 

which adequately describes the environmental consequences of the newly proposed action 

described herein, and meets the following NEPA Adequacy Criteria. 

1. The proposed action is substantially the same action and at the site specifically 

analyzed in the existing NEPA document. 

2. The range of alternatives is reasonable with respect to the current proposed action in 

the existing NEPA document, which appropriately considers and analyzes current 

environmental concerns, interests, and resource values. 

3. The existing analysis and conclusions are adequate in the existing NEPA document. 

The analysis is still valid in light of new studies or resource assessment information. 

4. The methodology and analytical approach used in the existing NEPA document 

continues to be appropriate for the proposed action. 

5. The direct and indirect impacts of the proposed action are unchanged from those 

identified in the existing NEPA document. 

6. The cumulative impacts that would result from implementation of the proposed action 

are unchanged from those analyzed in the existing NEPA document. 

7. A 30-day comment period involving public input and interagency review was used in 

the development of the existing NEPA document. 
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8. Surveys for Proposed Action 

Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson (KLJ) conducted natural resource surveys for threatened and 

endangered species, migratory birds, bald and golden eagles, and wetlands at the location on 

November 4, 2008.  

On July 15, 2008, Earthworks, Inc. personnel conducted a cultural resource inventory using 

an intensive pedestrian methodology; a total of 14 acres, including the well pad and access 

road, were inventoried. No new or previously recorded cultural materials were encountered 

during the course of the inventory and no areas of cultural significance or concern were 

identified. (Harty 2008
1
). 

9. Potential Effects  

Potential impacts to cultural resource sites could occur as a result of direct disturbance and/or 

the loss of sites eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Potential impacts to 

natural resources may include the loss of native vegetation and wildlife habitats; soil removal 

and mixing; and erosion during construction. However, potential impacts as a result of the 

proposed action were mitigated via field survey and subsequent avoidance of any eligible 

cultural resource sites on the location.  

Potential indirect impacts include noise and other disturbances to wildlife during construction 

and the introduction of noxious weeds. Impacts would be mitigated through avoidance of any 

federally listed threatened or endangered species or wetlands, avoidance of nesting migratory 

birds, implementing best management practices to control the introduction of noxious weeds. 

These mitigation measures are consistent with the approved National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA) document, which received a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) (July 

2009). 

Based the resource surveys, evaluation of potential effects and mitigation measures, and 

consistency with the applicable NEPA document, no new, significant direct, indirect, or 

cumulative impacts to natural and cultural resources are anticipated as a result of the changes 

proposed in this addendum. 

                                                 
1
 Harty, Jennifer 

2008a Red Tipped Arrow #33-11H Well Pad and Access Road: A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory, 

McKenzie County, North Dakota.  Prepared by Earthworks Archaeology & Environmental 

Investigative Services for Peak North Dakota, LLC, Durango, CO. 
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Figure 1. Map Showing the Red Tipped Arrow #33-11H/Audrey Rabbithead Hall #33-

11H Well Pad Location. 
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APPENDIX A  

Plats, Drawings, and Diagrams Showing the Well Pad Layout and the 

Proposed Compression System 
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