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Liaison Position 

● Facilitate and integrate 
coordination between the 
the NE CSC activities and 
the needs/climate change 
initiatives with Tribes in the 
Midwest 
 

● Identify and address 
research gaps in climate, 
natural, and cultural 
resources as well as 
improve outreach and Tribal 
capacity building 



Image courtesy of the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) www.ncai.org/tribalnations 

Tribal Sectors Impacted by Climate 

http://www.ncai.org/tribalnations


Model of Sustainable Development 



Model of Sustainable Development How will/has management over 
the land changed due to 
climate change? What about 
ceded lands - who is 
responsible?  

Will our forest communities 
change? How will invasive 
species and diseases 
impact natural 
communities? What about 
the increase in vector 
borne diseases? 

How might we collaborate 
with organizations and/or 
academic institutions to 
conduct research and build 
resilience?  

Is there some kind of 
technology that can help 
alleviate impacts? (Ex. water 
control structures, larger 
culverts, prescribed fire) 

How might parts of our 
economy (ex. Logging, 
fishing) be affected by 
the changing climate and 
increase in pests? 

How do Tribal members 
view/understand climate 
change? What are their 
concerns? How might our 
cultural practices change?  



Model of Sustainable Development 



★ Promote and support climate resilience and adaptation of Tribal communities within   
region  

● Cultivate awareness of climate threats to cultural and natural resources to Tribal communities and 
promote tools for resilience and adaptation planning. 
○ Northeast Indigenous Climate Resilience Network (www.nicrn.org)  
○ Tribal Site Visits 

● Cultivate integration of climate considerations and traditional knowledge into resource plans with 
Tribal communities. 
○ Tribal Adaptation Menu, technical assistance, integration of TEK into research and planning 

● Understand climate concerns, impacts, needs, and resilience strategies in Tribal communities. 
○ Wild Rice (Manoomin) 

● Foster information exchange and partnerships among CASCs, BIA, Tribal commun   
organizations, and institutions. 

Goal and Objectives  

http://www.nicrn.org/




Tribal Site Visits -  
Bay Mills and Sault Ste. Marie 
 
Topics - Coastal / dune erosion, 
severe storms 



Tribal Site Visits - Bay Mills and Sault Ste. Marie 

Topics - Culverts, EAB, snowshoe hare 



Tribal Site Visits - Fond du Lac & Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
Topics - Youth engagement, restoration, food sovereignty, and 
manoomin 
 



Tribal Site Visits - Lac du Flambeau & Red Cliff 

Topics - Vulnerability assessments, adaptation planning, and 
community outreach   



Tribal Adaptation Menu 

This is a joint e ffort with NIACS, GLIFWC, 1854 Treaty Authority, ITCMI, College  of 
Menominee  Nation Sustainable  Deve lopment Institute , and numerous Midweste rn 
Tribes 

● Draft will be  presented at the  Partne rs in Action Confe rence   
○ Tomorrow Thursday July 19 8:30AM - 11:45AM in Salon C 



Understand concerns and needs of Tribal 
communities and share understandings of 
climate impacts and resilience strategies on 
manoomin 
 
★ Manoomin focal project 

○ Beginning phases 
○ Tribal profiles/stories on wild rice 

■ How has the climate been affecting the rice? 
What changes are being seen? What can we do 
to become more resilient? 

 



Yaw^ko 

 
Sara Smith 
Midwest Tribal Resilience Liaison 
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