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DRAFT

Ute M oun ta in  Ute Agen c y Fire M a n a gem en t a rea  c on ta in s two gen era l a rea s of 
sim ila r stra tegic  ob jec tives in c ludin g:  Asset Protec tion  Un it (APU) a n d Resourc e 
M a n a gem en t Un it (RM U).  W ithin  these two defin ed a rea s, m a n a gem en t stra tegies 
a re further defin ed b y M a n a gem en t Ac tion  Area s (M AA) with spec ific  c on stra in ts, 
requirem en ts, or guidelin es a s desc rib ed b elow 

Ute M oun ta in  Ute Agen c y Sum m a ry
The BIA, U te M o unta in U te Reserva tio n c o m prises 577,546 a c res o f Ind ia n Trust La nd s in 
Co lo ra d o , New M exic o , a nd  U ta h.  In U ta h a nd  Co lo ra d o  there a re trib a l o wned  ra nc hes tha t 
a re exc lud ed  fro m  this Fire M a na gem ent Pla n.  The m a jo r po rtio n o f the reserva tio n is 
lo c a ted  so uth o f Co rtez, Co lo ra d o .  Sc a ttered  lo c a tio ns o f the reserva tio n a re lo c a ted  
no rthea st a nd  no rthwest o f the m a jo r po rtio n o f the reserva tio n.  The reserva tio n b o rd ers 
M esa  V erd e Na tio na l Pa rk o n the ea st.  Pa ved  highwa ys o n the reserva tio n a re U S Highwa y 
160 a nd  491 a nd  Co lo ra d o  Sta te Highwa y 41.  There a re two  m a in gra vel ro a d s tha t c ro ss 
the reserva tio n, o ne fo llo ws M a nc o s River Ca nyo n a nd  the o ther go es west fro m  To wo a c  to  
the Ca c h O ilfield .  U ta h Highwa y 47 b o rd ers the reserva tio n in U ta h. 

In dia n  Reserva tion  La n ds of Colora do, Uta h a n d New M exic o

14,120 U ta h Ac res
104,845 New M exic o  Ac res

458,581 Co lo ra d o  Ac res
Ute M oun ta in  Ute Agen c y

U te M o unta in Reserva tio n 577,546
Reserva tion Ac res

Fire M a n a gem en t Un its (FM U)
APU-Asset Protec tion  Un it-W ildla n d Urb a n  In terfa c e (W UI) 
Prim a ry O b jec tive:  Pro tec tio n o f life/pro perty, infra struc ture, a nd  high va lue reso urc es witho ut c o m pro m ising firefighter sa fety.  Wild la nd  fire m a y 
b e und esira b le.  Em pha size fuel trea tm ents to  c rea te fire-a d a pted  c o m m unities. 
Prim a ry Stra tegic /O pera tio na l Co nsid era tio ns: 
- Pla c e highest prio rity o n the a llo c a tio n o f a va ila b le suppressio n fo rc es to  fires threa tening sites in the APU  o ver fires in RM U  o r WM U . 
- Full perim eter c o ntro l will rec eive highest prio rity fo r suppressio n reso urc es.  Co nfinem ent a nd  fire use will b e lim ited , m a yb e utilized  in ra re       

o c c a sio ns, b a sed  o n site-spec ific  c irc um sta nc es with d o c um ented  d irec tio n fro m  line o ffic er.   
   Exa m ples inc lud e c o nfining fire to  a  d esigna ted  a rea  to  trea t fuels o nc e struc tures a re sec ure o r if fire is b urning a wa y fro m  struc tures to wa rd s 

RM U . 
- Pla c e highest prio rity o n fuels trea tm ents o ver RM U  o r WM U  to  c rea te d efensib le spa c e a nd  inc rea se la nd sc a pe resilienc y. 
RM U-Resourc e M a n a gem en t Un it (Non -W UI) 
Prim a ry O b jec tive:  Pro tec tio n o f life/pro perty, infra struc ture, a nd  high va lue reso urc es witho ut c o m pro m ising firefighter sa fety.  Pro m o te the use o f 
fire a s a  d esira b le c o m po nent o f the ec o system .  Co o rd ina te fuels trea tm ents with  
pro po sed  stra tegies fo r unpla nned  ignitio ns to  pro tec t va lues a t risk a nd  pro m o te la nd sc a pe resilienc y.   
Prim a ry Stra tegic /O pera tio na l Co nsid era tio ns:   
- Prio ritize respo nse to  wild la nd  fire o ver WM U  b ut sec o nd a ry to  APU . 
- Em pha sis will b e perim eter c o ntro l where need ed , a nd  c o nfinem ent/po int pro tec tio n elsewhere (b a sed  o n o pera tio na l thresho ld s). 
- U se o f Wild la nd  Fire to  pro tec t, m a inta in, a nd  enha nc e na tura l a nd  c ultura l reso urc es is a va ila b le within d efined  wea ther a nd  fuel m o isture    

c o nd itio ns with d o c um ented  d ec isio n a na lysis a nd  suppo rt pro c ess. 
- Prio ritize fuels trea tm ents within the RM U  to  inc rea se o ppo rtunities to  use c o nfinem ent a nd  po int pro tec tio n a s stra tegies nea r va lues a t risk a nd  

pro m o te la nd sc a pe resilienc y.   Area s with high ha za rd  a nd  o r stra tegic  lo c a tio n will b e  
   id entified  fo r fuels pro jec ts to  red uc e o r m o d era te fire b eha vio r, espec ia lly a t prepla nned  stra tegic a lly lo c a ted  m a na gem ent a c tio n po ints. 
- Intera genc y Co o pera to r a greem ents m ust b e in pla c e to  d eterm ine the m a na gem ent o f wild fire threa t o c c urring o n o r o ff trust la nd s. 

APU:  Towa oc , Colora do, a n d W hite M esa  Com m un ities in  Uta h 
 Pro tec t a rea s o f c o nc entra ted  ho using, high visito r use, a nd  signific a nt 

c o m m erc ia l o r ind ustria l d evelo pm ent, espec ia lly the c o m m unities o f Towa oc , 
CO, a n d W hite M esa , Uta h. 

 Restric t reta rda n t drops o n ho m es a nd  d wellings unless a b so lutely nec essa ry. 
 Restric t dozer use nea r ho m es a nd  infra struc ture when need ed . 
 Pla n fuels trea tm ents stra tegic a lly to  inc rea se the pro tec tio n b enefit nea r ho m es 

a nd  infra struc ture while fo llo wing NEPA  guid elines. 
 Pro m o te preventio n pla nning a nd  tec hniques to  red uc e the threa t o f hum a n 

c a used  ignitio ns 
En tire Resourc e M a n a gem en t Un it (All M a n a gem en t Ac tion  Area s) 

 U se M IST ta c tic s nea r c ultura l sites.  M inim ize d isturb a nc e to  tra d itio na l use 
a rea s.  M inim ize im pa c ts to  a rc ha eo lo gic a l sites fro m  ero sio n a nd  d irec t fla m e 
c o nta c t. 

 Dozers a n d reta rda n t restric ted  to  a rea s o utsid e o f 300 feet fro m  a ny strea m  o r 
wa ter b o d y, kno wn c ultura l sites, a nd  visito r use a rea s. 

 Pla n a nd  im plem ent fuel red uc tio n trea tm ents b a sed  o n the presenc e a nd  
m a na gem ent requirem ents o f Threa ten ed a n d En da n gered Spec ies. 

 M inim ize nega tive im pa c ts to  na tive fish a nd  o ther a qua tic  spec ies with a ny 
upstrea m  wa ter d epletio ns o r sed im enta tio n. 

 M a inta in a ir qua lity in a nd  a ro und  WU I a rea s, nea r high visito r use a rea s within 
the Trib a l Pa rk, a nd  a lo ng m a in tra veled  ro a d s.  M inim ize im pa c ts to  the a d ja c ent 
M esa  V erd e Na tio na l Pa rk d esigna ted  Cla ss I Airshed . 

 M inim ize the lo ss o f c ultura lly signific a nt shrub  spec ies espec ia lly na tive willo w, 
c o tto nwo o d  in ripa ria n a rea s.. 

 Co o rd ina te with a ppro pria te a d ja c ent a genc ies/fire d epa rtm ents fo r a ny wild la nd  
fire o r fuels m a na gem ent a c tivities within ½  m ile o f exterio r b o und a ry o f 
reserva tio n. 

 U tilize wild la nd  fire to  m eet fuel trea tm ent a nd  Fire Regim e/Co nd itio n Cla ss 
guid elines within presc rib ed  fuel a nd  wea ther c o nd itio ns a s id entified  in the AO P. 

 When nec essa ry to  ga in a c c ess thro ugh lo c ked  ga tes, c ut c ha in no t lo c k 
Herm a n o Com m un ic a tion s Site a n d Power Lin e Corridor.   

 This is a  revenue pro d uc ing site fo r the Trib e. Alltel, BIA fire m a na gem ent, Trib a l 
Pub lic  Sa fety, BIA la w enfo rc em ent a nd  o thers m a inta in telec o m m unic a tio n 
equipm ent a t this site.  The site is surro und ed  b y ro c k o utc ro ps a nd  is well 
pro tec ted  fro m  fire exc ept o n the no rth slo pe where there a re d ense spruc e a nd  
fir sta nd s.   

 Po wer lines pro vid e po wer to  the site a nd  present a  ha za rd  to  gro und  a nd  a ir 
o pera tio ns. 

M a n a gem en t Ac tion  Area s
RM U – Cortez/M c Elm o Buffer Area  

 High visib ility a rea  with so m e struc tures b ut d irec tly a d ja c ent to  o ff reserva tio n 
struc tures a nd  o ther high va lues a t risk o n priva te pro perty. 

 Prio ritize suppressio n stra tegies in this a rea  o ver o ther a rea s in the RM U  
 Prio ritize fuels trea tm ents in this a rea  o ver o ther a rea s in the RM U . 

RM U- Cultura l: Tra dition a l Use Area s -Trib a l Pa rk a n d Pool Ca n yon  
 High c o nc entra tio n o f visito rs, a rc ha eo lo gic a l sites with lim ited  a c c ess 

ro a d s/tra ils.  Also  pa rk d evelo pm ents & a d m inistra tive fa c ilities.  High po tentia l 
fo r c ro wn fires  

 Prio ritize suppressio n stra tegies a nd  fuels trea tm ents in this a rea  o ver o ther 
a rea s in the RM U  to  inc rea se d efensib le spa c e nea r d evelo pm ents.   

 Restric t reta rda n t use o n o r nea r c ultura l sites a nd  visito r use a rea s a s a d vised  
b y reso urc e spec ia list. 

 Pro tec t livesto c k, fenc ing a nd  rela ted  infra struc ture, a nd  the ra n ge resourc e a s 
requested  b y reso urc e a d viso r. 

RM U-Sleepin g Ute M oun ta in  (Sa c red Area ) 
 Requirem ent:  No tify Trib a l lia iso n with a ny extend ed  initia l a tta c k o pera tio ns. 
 Restric t a ny a irc ra ft opera tion s a n d groun d person n el d uring c erem o nies a nd  

d a nc es unless a ppro ved  b y trib a l representa tive. 
 Restric t dozer use.  Allo w o nly when a ppro ved  b y Trib a l Co unc il a nd  

a c c o m pa nied  b y a  reso urc e a d viso r. 
 Num ero us c ultura lly signific a nt sites, inc lud ing pla nt c o llec tio n a rea s 

RM U-Gra ss Ca n yon  Area  
 U tilize ra nge m a na gem ent guid elines  
 Pro m o te la nd sc a pe fuels trea tm ents a nd  wild la nd  fire fo r reso urc e b enefit  

RM U-North Thom a s/Ba rker Dom e Area  
 Requirem ent:  Co nta c t Oil & Ga s representa tive when fire is threa tening well 

pa d s a nd /o r c o m presso r sta tio ns. 
 Requirem ent:  Restric t dozer use.  Allo w o nly when a c c o m pa nied  b y a n o il & ga s 

representa tive. 
 Requirem ent in Ga s M o nito r Area s:  Fo llo w guid a nc e in BIA Blueb o o k fo r 

o pera tio ns in po tentia l ha za rd o us ga s zo nes. 
 Dispersed  o il wells a nd  a sso c ia ted  d evelo pm ents with high use fro m  em plo yees.  

Hyd ro gen sulfid e ga s (H2S) is preva lent.   Co nsid er shutting d o wn wells d uring 
o pera tio ns.  Wells a re the respo nsib ility o f the perm ittee.  

 Pro tec t Ba rker Do m e Repea ter site. 
RM U-Fa rm  a n d Ra n c h 

 Lo w fuels a nd  fire o c c urrenc e a rea .  Enterprise zo ne fo r a gric ultura l o pera tio ns 
with high va lues a t risk. 

 O ff ro a d  vehic le a c c ess is restric ted  to  m a in ro a d s o nly. 
 Chec k b rid ge weight c a pa c ity ra ting b efo re c ro ssing with hea vy equipm ent. 

RM U – M esa  
 Lim ited  Ac c ess Area  – high suppressio n c o sts. 
 Enc o ura ge a eria l fuel trea tm ents a nd  m a na gem ent o f fires fo r reso urc e b enefit. 

Burea u of In dia n  Affa irs
Disc la im er:  
The Burea u o f Ind ia n Affa irs (BIA) a ttem pts to  use the m o st c urrent a nd  c o m plete geo spa tia l d a ta  a va ila b le. Geo spa tia l d a ta  a c c ura c y va ries b y them e o n the m a ps. These m a ps a re intend ed  a s a  
syno ptic  view o f present la nd  a nd  fire m a na gem ent c o nd itio ns a s o f the d a te o f pub lic a tio n. U sing these m a ps o r d a ta  fo r o ther tha n their intend ed  purpo se m a y yield  ina c c ura te o r m islea d ing 
results. The BIA reserves the right to  c o rrec t, upd a te o r m o d ify geo spa tia l inputs to  these m a ps witho ut no tific a tio n. The BIA sha ll no t b e held  lia b le fo r im pro per o r inc o rrec t use o f the m a ps a nd  
d a ta  d esc rib ed  a nd /o r c o nta ined  herein. O ther tha n their use a s a n expressio n o f the Fire M a na gem ent Pla n intent a nd  pra c tic es, these m a ps a nd  d a ta  a re no t lega l d o c um ents a nd  a re no t 
intend ed  to  b e used  a s suc h. The info rm a tio n c o nta ined  in these m a ps a nd  d a ta  is d yna m ic  a nd  is upd a ted  a s need ed .  It is the respo nsib ility o f the user to  use the m a ps a nd  d a ta  a ppro pria tely 
a nd  c o nsistent within the lim ita tio ns o f geo spa tia l d a ta  in genera l a nd  these d a ta  in pa rtic ula r. The BIA gives no  wa rra nty, expressed  o r im plied , a s to  the a c c ura c y, relia b ility, o r c o m pleteness o f 
these m a ps a nd  d a ta . It is stro ngly rec o m m end ed  tha t these m a ps a nd  d a ta  a re d irec tly a c quired  fro m  the BIA a nd  no t ind irec tly thro ugh o ther so urc es whic h m a y ha ve c ha nged  the m a ps a nd  
d a ta  in so m e wa y.  No  wa rra nty expressed  o r im plied  is m a d e rega rd ing the utility o f the m a ps a nd  d a ta  fo r genera l o r sc ientific  purpo ses, no r sha ll the a c t o f d istrib utio n c o nstitute a ny suc h 
wa rra nty. This d isc la im er a pplies b o th to  ind ivid ua l use o f the m a ps a nd  d a ta  a nd  their a ggrega te use with o ther d a ta . U tilizing the m a ps a nd /o r d a ta  fro m  this pa ge ind ic a tes yo ur und ersta nd ing 
a nd  a c c epta nc e o f the term s d esc rib ed  a b o ve. 

Ute M oun ta in  Ute Agen c y: Stra tegic  Pla n n in g M a p

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO)

The Wild la nd  Fire Dec isio n Suppo rt System  (WFDSS) will b e used  to  d eterm ine va lues, 
pro b a b ilities, ha za rd s, a nd  risk fo r a ll fires exc eed ing initia l respo nse.  
In a d d itio n, a ll wild la nd  fire events will b e entered  into  WFDSS.
The fo llo wing DO I Agenc y Ad m inistra to r Appro va l Requirem ents m ust b e a d hered  to .

W ildla n d Fire Dec ision  Support System  (W FDSS)

This m a p wa s c rea ted
b y O ffic e o f Trust Servic es

Divisio n o f Wa ter a nd  Po wer
Q uestio ns rega rd ing the d a ta  po rtra yed  

o r m etho d s used  in the c o m pila tio n 
o f this m a p sho uld  b e d irec ted  to :
Reeve Arm stro ng, 720-484-3210

M a p Size - 30" X 42"
No vem b er 21, 2013 V ersio n 3

1DOI- Cost estimate should be based on proportionate agency share of the total estimated cost of the incident.  For example, 
on a Type 1 $20 million fire that is 98% FS, 1% BLM, and 1% BIA, the USFS National Director and the BLM and BIA local 
agency administrators would be the certifying officials in a jointly published WFDSS decision.  
2DOI- State/Regional Directors and National Director may delegate WFDSS approval authority as per agency policy.
*Reference -  BIA Wildland Fire and Aviation Program Management and Operations Guide (Blue Book)

Less tha n $5 M illio n
$5 M illio n - $10 M illio n
Grea ter tha n $10 M illio n
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Agen c y Con ta c ts
Position Agency/Tribe Office Phone Duties/Responsibilities

FMO Ute Mountion Ute Agency 970-565-4789 * See Rocky Mtn 
Mob Guide*

Coordinates suppression actions of all IA wildland fire resources. 
Initiates the WFDSS process.

AFMO Ute Mountion Ute Agency 970-565-4789 * See Rocky Mtn 
Mob Guide*

Coordinates supression actions of all IA wildland fire resources, 
assists FMO as duty officer

Aviation 
Operations Ute Mountion Ute Agency 970-565-4789 * See Rocky Mtn 

Mob Guide* Coordinates all aviation operation for Ute Mountion Ute Agency.

UMA Sup't Ute Mountion Ute Agency 970-565-8473 Signature required for WFDSS decision exceeding wildland fire 
threshold involving trust land. Agency Line Officer.

Center Mgr.
Durango Dispatch

Durango Interagency 
Dispatch Center

970-385-1324 * See Rocky Mtn 
Mob Guide*

Coordination and dispatch responsibility of interagency 
cooperators. Wildland fire resource response planning and 

tracking.

RFMO BIA SouthWest Regional 
Office

505-563-3385 *see Rocky Mtn Mob 
Guide*

Regional coordination and administrative support between field 
units and BIA-NIFC.

BLM Moab Dispatch 435-259-1851 Coordinates suppression actions for White Mesa BIA trust lands.

Repea ter Site


