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Disclaimer:

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) attempts to use the most current and complete geospatial data available. Geospatial data accuracy varies by theme on the maps. These maps are intended as a
synoptic view of present land and fire management conditions as of the date of publication. Using these maps or data for other than their intended purpose may yield inaccurate or misleading
results. The BIA reserves the right to correct, update or modify geospatial inputs to these maps without notification. The BIA shall not be held liable for improper or incorrect use of the maps and
data described and/or contained herein. Other than their use as an expression of the Fire Management Plan intent and practices, these maps and data are not legal documents and are not
intended to be used as such. The information contained in these maps and data is dynamic and is updated as needed. It is the responsibility of the user to use the maps and data appropriately
and consistent within the limitations of geospatial data in general and these data in particular. The BIA gives no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of
these maps and data. It is strongly recommended that these maps and data are directly acquired from the BIA and not indirectly through other sources which may have changed the maps and
data in some way. No warranty expressed or implied is made regarding the utility of the maps and data for general or scientific purposes, nor shall the act of distribution constitute any such
warranty. This disclaimer applies both to individual use of the maps and data and their aggregate use with other data. Utilizing the maps and/or data from this page indicates your understanding
and acceptance of the terms described above.
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Reservation
Ute Mountain Reservation

Ute Mountain Ute Agency Summary

The BIA, Ute Mountain Ute Reservation comprises 577,546 acres of Indian Trust Lands in
Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah. In Utah and Colorado there are tribal owned ranches that
are excluded from this Fire Management Plan. The major portion of the reservation is
located south of Cortez, Colorado. Scattered locations of the reservation are located
northeast and northwest of the major portion of the reservation. The reservation borders
Mesa Verde National Park on the east. Paved highways on the reservation are US Highway
160 and 491 and Colorado State Highway 41. There are two main gravel roads that cross
the reservation, one follows Mancos River Canyon and the other goes west from Towoac to
the Cach Oilfield. Utah Highway 47 borders the reservation in Utah.

Indian Reservation Lands of Colorado, Utah and New Mexico

Ute Mountain Ute Agency
577,546 458,581 Colorado Acres

104,845 New Mexico Acres

14,120 Utah Acres

Agency Contacts

Position Agency/Tribe Office Phone Duties/Responsibilities
X 970-565-4789 * See Rocky Mtn Coordinates suppression actions of all 1A wildland fire resources.
FVo Ute Mountion Ute Agency Mob Guide* Initiates the WFDSS process.
X 970-565-4789 * See Rocky Mtn Coordinates supression actions of all IA wildland fire resources,
AFMO Ute Mountion Ute Agency . h )
Mob Guide* assists FMO as duty officer
Aviation . 970-565-4789 * See Rocky Mtn ) L . -
Operations Ute Mountion Ute Agency Mob Guide™ Coordinates all aviation operation for Ute Mountion Ute Agency.
UMA Sup't Ute Mountion Ut n 970-565-8473 Signature required for WFDSS decision exceeding wildland fire
up e Mountion Ute Agency threshold involving trust land. Agency Line Officer.
Center V. Durango Interagency 970-385-1324* See Rocky Mn Coordination and dlspfatch responsibility of |nteragenw
) R K cooperators. Wildland fire resource response planning and
Durango Dispatch Dispatch Center Mob Guide* k
tracking.
REMD BIA SouthWest Regional 505-563-3385 *see Rocky Mtn Mob Regional coordination and administrative support between field
Office Guide* units and BIA-NIFC.
BLM Moab Dispatch 435-259-1851 Coordinates suppression actions for White Mesa BIA trust lands.
!:i
Ute Mountain Ute Agency Fire Management area contains two general areas of
similar strategic objectives including: Asset Protection Unit (APU) and Resource
Management Unit (RMU). Within these two defined areas, management strategies
are further defined by Management Action Areas (MAA) with specific constraints,
requirements, or guidelines as described below

N

RMU.

& | - Place highest priority on fuels treatments over RMU or WMU to create defensible space and increase landscape resiliency.

# | RMU-Resource Management Unit (Non-WUI) '\ _\

Primary Objective: Protection of life/property, infrastructure, and high value resources without compromising firefighter safety. Promote the use of

fire as a desirable component of the ecosystem. Coordinate fuels treatments with

'+ | proposed strategies for unplanned ignitions to protect values at risk and promote landscape resiliency.

Primary Strategic/Operational Considerations:

- Prioritize response to wildland fire over WMU but secondary to APU.

- Emphasis will be perimeter control where needed, and confinement/point protection elsewhere (based on operational thresholds).

- Use of Wildland Fire to protect, maintain, and enhance natural and cultural resources is available within defined weather and fuel moisture
conditions with documented decision analysis and support process.

- Prioritize fuels treatments within the RMU to increase opportunities to use confinement and point protection as strategies near values at risk and
promote landscape resiliency. Areas with high hazard and or strategic location will be
identified for fuels projects to reduce or moderate fire behavior, especially at preplanned strategically located management action points.

Fire Management Units (FMU)

] APU-Asset Protection Unit-Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) [\ _
z| Primary Objective: Protection of life/property, infrastructure, and high value resources without compromising firefighter safety. Wildland fire may &

# | be undesirable. Emphasize fuel treatments to create fire-adapted communities. \ : \
7 | Primary Strategic/Operational Considerations:

il | - Place highest priority on the allocation of available suppression forces to fires threatening sites in the APU over fires in RMU or WMU.

ii - Full perimeter control will receive highest priority for suppression resources. Confinement and fire use will be limited, maybe utilized in rare
" occasions, based on site-specific circumstances with documented direction from line officer.

Examples include confining fire to a designated area to treat fuels once structures are secure or if fire is burning away from structures towards

f caused ignitions

contact.

cottonwood in riparian areas..

reservation.

4
_ % Interagency Cooperator agreements must be in place to determine the management of wildfire threat occurring on or off trust lands.
il

: Towaoc, Colorado, and White Mesa Communities in Utah

|1} !! * Protect areas of concentrated housing, high visitor use, and significant « High visibility area with some structures but directly adjacent to off reservation
',",' (é%nme;cbavlhq; |n“clilustr|alIJder\:eIopment, especially the communities of Towaoc, structures and other high values at risk on private property.
,',' > an ite Mesa, Utah. ) o Prioritize suppression strategies in this area over other areas in the RMU
H e Restrict retardant drops on homes and dwellings unless absolutely necessary. o o )
i o Restrict dozer use near homes and infrastructure when needed. e Prioritize fuels treatments in this area over other areas in the RMU.
i o Plan fuels treatments strategically to increase the protection benefit near homes RMU- Cultural: Traditional Use Areas -Tribal Park and Pool Canyon
.; and infrastructure while following NEPA guidelines. e High concentration of visitors, archaeological sites with limited access

e Promote prevention planning and techniques to reduce the threat of human

7% Entire Resource Management Unit (All Management Action Areas)
e Use MIST tactics near cultural sites. Minimize disturbance to traditional use
areas. Minimize impacts to archaeological sites from erosion and direct flame

o Dozers and retardant restricted to areas outside of 300 feet from any stream or
water body, known cultural sites, and visitor use areas.

e Plan and implement fuel reduction treatments based on the presence and RMU-Sleeping Ute Mountain (Sacred Area)
management requirements of Threatened and Endangered Species. ¢ Requirement: Notify Tribal liaison with any extended initial attack operations.
e Minimize negative impacts to native fish and other aquatic species with any * Restrict any aircraft operations and ground personnel during ceremonies and
upstream water depletions or sedimentation. dances unless approved by tribal representative.
¢ Maintain air quality in and around WUI areas, near high visitor use areas within * Restrict dozer use. Allow only when approved by Tribal Council and
the Tribal Park, and along main traveled roads. Minimize impacts to the adjacent accompanied by a resource advisor.
Mesa Verde National Park designated Class | Airshed. e Numerous culturally significant sites, including plant collection areas

e Minimize the loss of culturally significant shrub species especially native willow,

e Coordinate with appropriate adjacent agencies/fire departments for any wildland
fire or fuels management activities within 2 mile of exterior boundary of

o Utilize wildland fire to meet fuel treatment and Fire Regime/Condition Class
guidelines within prescribed fuel and weather conditions as identified in the AOP.
e When necessary to gain access through locked gates, cut chain not lock

Hermano Communications Site and Power Line Corridor. operations in potential hazardous gas zones.
e This is a revenue producing site for the Tribe. Alltel, BIA fire management, Tribal o Dispersed oil wells and associated developments with high use from employees.
Public Safety, BIA law enforcement and others maintain telecommunication Hydrogen sulfide gas (H2S) is prevalent. Consider shutting down wells during

equipment at this site. The site is surrounded by rock outcrops and is well
protected from fire except on the north slope where there are dense spruce and

fir staan. . . . ¢ Low fuels and fire occurrence area. Enterprise zone for agricultural operations
e Power lines provide power to the site and present a hazard to ground and air with high values at risk
operations. e Off road vehicle access is restricted to main roads only.

RMU - Cortez/McEImo Buffer Area

roads/trails. Also park developments & administrative facilities. High potential
for crown fires

o Prioritize suppression strategies and fuels treatments in this area over other
areas in the RMU to increase defensible space near developments.

¢ Restrict retardant use on or near cultural sites and visitor use areas as advised
by resource specialist.

e Protect livestock, fencing and related infrastructure, and the range resource as
requested by resource advisor.

RMU-Grass Canyon Area
o Utilize range management guidelines
e Promote landscape fuels treatments and wildland fire for resource benefit

e Requirement: Contact Oil & Gas representative when fire is threatening well
pads and/or compressor stations.

e Requirement: Restrict dozer use. Allow only when accompanied by an oil & gas
representative.

¢ Requirement in Gas Monitor Areas: Follow guidance in BIA Bluebook for

O

operations. Wells are the responsibility of the permittee.
e Protect Barker Dome Repeater site.
RMU-Farm and Ranch

e Check bridge weight capacity rating before crossing with heavy equipment.
RMU - Mesa

e Limited Access Area — high suppression costs.

e Encourage aerial fuel treatments and management of fires for resource benefit.

'Cost Estimate
Less than $5 Million

Wildland Fire Decision Support System (WFDSS)

The Wildland Fire Decision Support System (WFDSS) will be used to determine values,
probabilities, hazards, and risk for all fires exceeding initial response.

In addition, all wildland fire events will be entered into WFDSS.

The following DOI Agency Administrator Approval Requirements must be adhered to.

WFDSS Approval
Agency Superintendent, Park Superintendent, Field/District/Refuge Manager

$5 Million - $10 Million | State/Regional Director

Greater than $10 Million| National Director 2
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'DOI- Cost estimate should be based on proportionate agency share of the total estimated cost of the incident. For example,
on a Type 1 $20 million fire that is 98% FS, 1% BLM, and 1% BIA, the USFS National Director and the BLM and BIA local
agency administrators would be the certifying officials in a jointly published WFDSS decision.

2DOI- State/Regional Directors and National Director may delegate WFDSS approval authority as per agency policy.

*Reference - BIA Wildland Fire and Aviation Program Management and Operations Guide (Blue Book)

BLM - Bureau of Land Management
NPS - National Park Service
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