DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
ANCSA CORPORATI ON CONSULTATI ON

Draft Regul ations to |Inplenent Section 1119
of Public Law 116-9

Hel d at:
Dena' i na Cent er
600 W 7th Avenue
Anchor age, Al aska

Monday, Decenber 2, 2019
Pages 1 - 56, inclusive
10: 00 a. m

Presenters:
Eugene Peltol a, Jr.
Cyril Andrews
Jennifer MIIler
Lynn Pol occa

Jol ene John

M chel | e WAt chman
Sar ah \Wal ker
Candy Gi nes
Ral ph El uska

Paul Krabacher

Reported by: Leonard J. D Paolo, RPR CRR, CCP

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - December 2, 2019

PROCEEDI NGS

CYRI L ANDREWS: We're supposed to start
at 10, but we'll start a little bit |ate because of bad
weat her. And folks are taking their tinme with all the
condi tions out there, so Pete, cal mdown.

EUGENE PELTOLA: 1'm Gene Pel tol a.

Wel cone. W are here to tal k about the Al aska Native
Veteran Era Land Allotnent, the John D ngell, Jr. Act,
Section 1119.

What we would like to concentrate on this
norning, this norning's session, is primarily focused
for Alaska Native corporations with this afternoon
being for tribal entities, but it's not stringent and
st eadf ast on that.

Al t hough we woul d |i ke to concentrate on
one: the proposed regul ations that the Bureau of Land
Managenent and Bureau of |Indian Affairs have been
wor ki ng on for proposed i nplenentation of that and al so
| and avai | abl e.

So at this point, like |I said, welcone
this norning. 1'd like to turn it over to Cyril from
our BIA staff, and Paul fromthe BLM and then we'll
i ntroduce our staff that we have here and will conti nue
on wwth a Q and A session about the proposed

regul ations, the land that's currently avail able for
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sel ection. Once again, thank you and wel cone to each
and every one.

CYRI L ANDREWS:  Yeah, good norning, and
t hank you guys for attending this regional corporation
or Native corporation consultation regarding the
Vi et nam vets that cane upon us.

But today we'll be answering a Q and A
If you do introduce yourself, please state your nane,
whi ch corporation you work for, because we have a
recorder here, and he'll be able to get your nane and
your questions you ask.

And we have our -- the bureau -- BLM and
Bl A here to answer any questions that you have out
there. So we would like to go ahead and get this
consul tation started if you have any questions
regardi ng the reqgul ations, draft regul ations that was
mai | ed out or faxed out to the corporations.

So we'll go ahead and take questions. o
ahead and pl ease cone to the mc up over here and
address your questions. W would like to start wth
that, please. Anyone willing to cone up and ask
questi ons regardi ng the regul ati ons?

This is the first tinme |'ve been invol ved
in a consultation, but normally we woul d have the

head -- the Indian secretary here, but |I think she's
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running late or sonething. But anyway, if you have
questions, please address them now.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: My nane i s Francine
Johnson, | work for Kawerak Land Managenent. And
just have a question regarding the corporation.

How, if the corporation was willing to
give up sone land for -- specifically for their
shareholders to obtain land in the villages they are
from is that possible? And is there a process and
forns avail able now so that the corporations can
consi der taking care of their sharehol ders that way?
Do you understand ny question?

CYRI L ANDREWS: Do you want to address
t hat, Candy?

CANDY GRIMES: |I'mCandy Gines with the
Bureau of Land Managenent. And if the village or
regi on corporation has land that is selected but not
conveyed to them they can relinquish for a allottee
who has sel ected the | and.

We do not have a format this nonent,
we're working on it. W are working on possible
condi tional relinquishments where they woul d relinquish
the land for that allottee only. They could say, "W
relinquish it if this person is found valid for the

land.” So that way if, for sone reason this person is
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not eligible for that |land, their relinquishnent
doesn't go into effect, it's still their selection,
okay. Because we don't want holes in the m ddl e of
their sel ections.

Because once a relinquishnent is filed, a
true relinquishnent is filed, it's gone, they have
given up their rights to it. That's why we're worKking
on a conditional relinquishnment. So it would only take
effect if that allottee is going to get the | and. Does
t hat answer your questions?

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you, Candy. Paul,
do you have sonething to add?

PAUL KRABACHER: Can everybody hear nme?
|'mthe project manager for this. And | just wanted to
add to that real quick, is that Francine, your question
was specifically about a form and Candy alluded to a
form

We were actually | ooking at conditional
relinquishnent letters fromthe corporation as an
option instead of an actual form The reason is is the
f orm goes t hrough whatever OVB stands for. But at any
rate, nore -- like now, currently, if a corporation
wants to relinquish a selection, they just send in a
letter. So it would be a conditional relinquishnment

letter fromthe corporation.
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So that's not necessarily a form per se,
officially, but nore of a letter. Does that nake
sense?

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: But then as well, you
know, when are we going to know how many w t hin our
region are eligible to select |and? Wether it be --
and then we have that opportunity to share wth our
corporations that, "W have this nunber of veterans
t hat are sharehol ders and are descendants, are you
wlling to..." you know, to where we can work with the
corporations to see if they are willing to give up
certain anount of |and for their sharehol ders.

So how is that going to play wthin the
time frane of us being able to assist our veterans the
best way that we can and work with the corporations if
we had to?

PAUL KRABACHER: So what we're really
encouraging right nowis if you know of Vietnam
veterans, Native Vietnam veterans that there is no
doubt that they qualify, they are a veteran wthin the
time franme, they are a Native Al askan, and they haven't
received an allotment prior through the other acts,
that individual, we're encouraging that individual to
contact their corporation right now and | ook at the

options that the corporation is willing to relinquish
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as well as where the eligible individual wants to
select. So we're encouraging the contacts right now.

Oficially the nanes that BLMw || be
contacting directly, it's a process, it's an
eligibility process right now | see a lot of famliar
faces folks in the roomare famliar wth, but the
veteran part cones from VA DOD directly to BIA.  Then
Bl A nrakes a determ nation on the Al aska Native
qualification. Then it goes to BLMfor us to determ ne
i f that individual received an all otnent or not.

And BLM what we're proposing is a direct
contact to those individuals fromBLM And that's not
to say if you weren't contacted directly by BLMt hat
you don't qualify. There is a process for that as
well. But that's a tinme frame that's out there a
little bit right now because of the tardiness fromthe
list or the eligible individuals from VA which is the
maj ority of individuals.

So BIA right now can't really junp on
working fromthat |ist because they don't even have the
list.

So to nmake full circle, we're encouraging
those that we know are pretty much going to receive the
allotment to contact the corporations, |ike, now,

and/ or the service providers or whatever mechani smyou
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have in your region. Does that hel p?

CYRI L ANDREWS: Do we have nore questions
up there?

JI M LaBELLE: M nane is Jim LaBelle.
|"ma director with the Al aska Native Veterans Counci
here in Anchorage. |I'malso a Vietnamera veteran, and
| had a younger brother killed in Vietnam And he was
killed before the process of putting together your CID

Wll, I'"'man enroll ed remenber of the
Chugach Region in ny village of Port G aham M
brother was killed in July of 1967 before they had this
process of enroll nent.

So |' mwondering, how can we effect
getting ny brother sone recognition? Because | know
there is that other process you go through to get
certified as a -- with Indian blood. Thank you.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you, M. LaBelle.
| have Jol ene John, she works with enrollnent. She'l
be able to answer sone questions you have there. Co
ahead Jol ene.

JOLENE JOHN: So | will be the one
certifying individuals as neeting the definition of
Al aska Native at the Bureau of Indian Affairs through
this process.

He gi ves a good exanpl e of an i ndividual
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who didn't get a chance to enroll under the Al aska
Native Cains Settlenent Act. So we have a procedure
in place to have fam |y nenbers contact the Bureau of
| ndian Affairs and notify us of your sibling that has
deceased during the war.

They would still be considered eligible
as long as you provide us with the docunentati on that
proves he's your sibling and determ ne how nuch Al aska
Nat i ve bl ood they possibly had at the tine.

So there are systens in place at the
nmonent at the BIA. Then just have yourself or sone
other famly nmenbers get a hold of us, and we'll give
you instructions on how to gat her records.

JIM LaBELLE: Thank you.

HAROLD SQUARTSOFF: |'m Harol d Squart sof f
from Quzi nkie, and | have a concern with the veterans
down there. There are a |lot of us that got 10, 15, 20
acres, | think it was the '98 rule, and you're telling
us now we're no longer eligible for the rest of it.

It's never been clarified, and we woul d
| i ke some clarification on that.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Go ahead, Candy.

CANDY GRI MES: Hel l o, this is Candy
Gines again. |I'mtrying to find the exact section.

The law itself states: An eligible
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i ndi vi dual , under 2(ii), has not received an all ot nent
made pursuant to --

CYRI L ANDREWS: Candy, can you speak in
the mc there?

CANDY GRI MES: "Eligible individual neans
an individual who..." and part of that is "...has not
recei ved an allotnent made pursuant to Section 41 of
Al aska Native Clains Section Act." And that is the
1998 Vet Act. That is in the | aw

There is no explanation as to why they
put that in there. But if you received any | and under
the 1998 Act, the 1906 Act, or the Primary Pl ace of
Resi dency Act, unfortunately we are unable to give you
any nore land. It's in the law. | have no expl anation
as to why they put it that way.

HAROLD SQUARTSOFF: Just doesn't nake any
sense that you would all ow others that were not in
Vietnamat the tinme of this, which was the 1998 | aw,
allow themto get the |land, but the persons that were
there at that tinme lose it. One person got 10 acres,
now he's got 150 he can't take. Doesn't nmake any
sense. So sonebody needs to think a little bit nore
about this and see if they can go in and try to --

CANDY GRI MES: New | egi sl ati on woul d have

to be passed.
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HAROLD SQUARTSCFF: Sonmebody needs to do
their job.

CANDY GRI MES: Unfortunately, |egislation
i's not our area.

HARCLD SQUARTSCFF: | understand that,
young | ady.

CYRIL ANDREWS: And | think you can
address your issues to congress or the senators, if you
have those concerns, by witing.

HARCLD SQUARTSCFF: | did neet with
Senator Sullivan on it and he said he woul d see what he
could do. But, again, there has not been any
clarification on that for sure, is ny understandi ng.

PAUL KRABACHER: | was going to add
exactly what Cyril just said. There were a | ot of
concessions in the bill, for those who were up at AFN
wth Senator Sullivan's neeting, | believe you were
there, and that could have been one of them

CANDY GRI MES: Any ot her questions?

FRANK BELL: Yes, can you hear ne? M
nane is Frank Bell, and I|'mw th the Seal aska
Corporation. And everything seens pretty clear, but |
di d have one question on availability or eligibility
for the | and.

Woul d ny sel ection be stuck wth the
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Seal aska boundari es?

CANDY GRI MES: No.

FRANK BELL: Only if there was -- if |
were to choose sonething down there, there would
probably be not hi ng.

CANDY GRIMES: No, actually I don't
believe there are any lands in Southeast. But -- |'lI
| et Paul --

PAUL KRABACHER: Part of the |egislation
is BLMmanaged |l and as well. There are selections in
the South. If you were inclined to choose, it still
woul dn't qualify because it would revert back to the
Forest Service, managed by the Forest Service. So
t here again, that was anot her concession. As it was
mentioned in that neeting, that was one of the first
questions, if | recall in that neeting, "I'"'mfromthe
Sout heast and | can't select within ny region.”

And that's unfortunately one of the
concessions that was nade in that |legislation. And
there again, what Cyril said, contact your congressman.

CYRI L ANDREWS: And we do know where --
Paul .

CANDY GRIMES: | wanted to add to that.
But there are | ands avail able, not in that area. But

wherever there are | ands avail abl e, you can sel ect.
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You don't have to be fromthe region that the | ands are
| ocated in. | just want to -- | thought that was your
question. Yes, you don't have to live on the | and or
near the land that's available to select it. Any other

questi ons?

JIM LaBELLE: [I'Il just use this one
again. JimlLaBelle. It's not very clear that -- or
maybe I'"'mnot reading it very clearly -- prior to ANCSA

there were these federal w thdrawal systens, these
parks, national rivers, all that kind of thing.

That was taken care of a little bit with
ANI LCA, but in this recent thing with the Al aska Native
veterans, it's not very clear whether or not veterans
can select |ands that were not part of the park prior
to 1971 or to ANILCA, that way you would be eligible
for it.

['ll give you an exanple. The Kenai --
or Harding Ice Field, ny village corporation
selected -- which is Port G aham-- sel ected a good
chunk of that along with English Bay. And |I'mjust --
and afterwards AN LCA cane in and sel ected that park.

" mjust wondering if Native veterans
have -- can be in front of that piece of |egislation,
because it's not clear in the |egislation.

PAUL KRABACHER: Candy is an adj udi cator
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and she passed the mc to ne.

My understanding is no, the lawis
current as of March 2012, and that was all settled in
t he past.

But you do bring up another issue, which
is the ANCSA (d) (1) public land orders that are still
in effect right now that BLMis aggressively sending
revocati on packages for recommendati on for w thdrawal s
back to Interior.

So that's why, when you | ook at the
availability map on the BLM website -- for those who
have checked it out, or for those who haven't, |
encourage doing that -- we only have three areas that
the ANCSA Section 17(d)(1) Public Land Orders have been
revoked to date, as of today. It's only the 40 M e,
Bering d acier, and Good News Bay.

We have ot her packages we're conpl eting
and sendi ng back for Secretarial approval. The
Secretary of Interior approves, we reconmend per our
resour ce nanagenent pl ans.

What's i nportant, the nessage to you
folks is if you're within the Bering Sea Wstern
I nterior Planning Area or Central Yukon Pl anning Area,
t hose resource managenent plans are actively being

conpl eted now with input from everyone, from public
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i nput .

And that's sonething that you definitely
want to nmake sure that if you have eligible individuals
wi thin those areas, that those resource nanagenent
pl ans recomrend revocati on of those ANCSA 17(d) (1)
Public Land Orders.

It's alot right there, but basically
what it's saying is there are restrictions on those
| ands from ANCSA still that BLM needs to act on per
recommendati on fromthose resource nanagenent pl ans
t hat were passed.

SO just because it's BLM you think it's
all BLM there is actually restrictions on sone of
those | ands that were passed in ANCSA that we're
r evoki ng.

Does anybody have any foll ow up question
to that issue? Because it's -- okay. Actually, this
one is hotter.

GRECORY RAZO. My nanme is Geg Razo, |I'm
vi ce president of government relations at Cook Inlet
Regi on, Incorporated. | work for CRI

In the draft regulations, |I've got a
concern that relates to deceased veterans. So the
regul ations state that if you're applying on behalf of

the estate of an eligible individual who is deceased,
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you nmust provide proof that you have been appoi nted by
an Al aska state court as the personal representative of
the estate and an affidavit stating that the
appoi nt nent has not expired.

So |'ve been an Al aska attorney for 35
years, and |'ve done lots and lots of state court
probate cases. And there is going to be a significant
problemin dealing with this issue of closed estates,
or estates that never were opened in the first place.

A nunber of indigent individuals that
m ght have been eligible for this process that did not
participate in any sort of a state process are really
going to find this difficult wthout the help of an
attorney. And nost of the individuals that are in that
process are indigent, so that neans they can't afford
an attorney.

And | al so serve as president of Al aska
Legal Services Corporation, who for many years worked
on dealing with Al aska Native allotnents, and that's
nore or less a specialty. But we don't do that anynore
because the funding dried up.

So I highly recommend that if these
recomrendati ons for regulations are going to be
properly inplenmented, that there needs to be sone

consi deration made for funding for indigent |egal
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services for the people that have to live with these
regul ati ons; otherw se, they are sinply not going to
make it through this step of the process because it's
conpl i cat ed.

And there is no estate in Al aska, | can
tell you, opened in 1970 or '72 or before that is still
open today. The court wll not allow that. They
i medi ately closed these estates out adm nistratively,
whi ch takes a new application to the court to reopen
t he probate.

So you have a |land mne full of probate
problens with this process in the absence of sone
pr of essi onal assistance by attorneys that know
allotnments. And I'Il tell you, there is darn few of
t hose these days. Thank you.

CYRIL ANDREWS: Also I'd like to add,

t oo, we do have our probate office, the Bureau does.
Sone may have gotten probate in the past because they
may have inherited via their parents or grandparents’
allotnment or siblings. So we m ght have their probate,

but we can check on that.

But | know going with the contact
representative, I knowthat's going to be a | ong
process, | believe, but we haven't gotten to that step

yet. But thank you for addressing that.
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SPEAKER: | actually work for the tri bal
government of Ft. Yukon. And he brings up a good
point. And | also have potential heirs of Native
Al l ot nrent veterans comng to me regardi ng becom ng a
personal representative.

And | | ooked up the website, and | did
meet with a magi strate on the correct form But |I'm
wondering if there are certain forns?

He nmentioned an affidavit | wasn't even
aware of. | thought it was a person to becone a power
of attorney or personal representative for that
i ndi vidual. Wthout a probate being conpleted, that is
anot her questi on.

So |''mwondering, are there certain
criteria besides having an affidavit? From whon??

Besi des havi ng a personal representative, becomng a
personal representative, he nentioned having an
affidavit. Affidavit fromwhon? The state court?
didn't see it on there, on the | egislation.

CANDY GRI MES: Wien we put that in there,
what we want is we want the person who is the personal
rep or the power of attorney of a live vet who is
unable to do their own paperwork to sign a statenent
saying that this is not expired. W can't work with an

expi red docunent. So that's what we neant by that.
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And it is a long process. |'ve gone to
the website, and there are a | ot of docunents. I have
no i dea which ones to fill out.

And we have been tal king with Al aska
Legal Services trying to figure out how to do this.
We're not going to | eave you all hanging. So we're
going to try to get this figured out.

W want to get the steps in place, |earn
t hem oursel ves so we can teach you all so we can get
this going and not | eave anyone behi nd and frustrated,
okay.

GRECORY RAZO. G ven that explanation, |
woul d highly recomend that you split that sentence in
half then so it's nmuch nore clear about who is going to
be issuing the affidavit.

Because nobody is going to get an
affidavit fromthe court. The court doesn't provide
affidavits, they provide certificates.

So, again, paying attention to this | egal
process is very, very inportant. And the |anguage you
use and the punctuation you use is actually very, very
important. That needs to be clarified.

PAUL KRABACHER: Thanks, G eg.

CANDY GRIMES: And that's why we're

having this neeting. Thank you very nuch.
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CYRI L ANDREWS: Do you have any nore
questions regarding the regul ati ons?

NANCY ANDREW Hi, nmy name is Nancy
Andrew with St. Mary's Native Corporation, and | just
wanted clarification on the dates.

| attended the Fairbanks session through
AFN. And before | start, | have a few questions. So
just getting the eligible dates for sel ection.

CYRIL ANDREWS: It's -- you nmean when
they served? It's from August 5th, 1967 -- '64, sorry,
to Decenber 31st, 1971.

NANCY ANDREW So with those eligibility
dates, there are sonme Vi etnam veterans that have served
and were out of country that fall outside of those
dates. And |I'm just wondering, how can we get those
Vi etnam veterans that are alive or deceased, because
Vi et nam was from Novenber 1st, 1955 through April 30th,
1975.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Yeah, we're going wth
the |l aw that was, you know, passed by Congress where
we're using the date August 5th, '64 to Decenber 31st,
'T71.

CANDY GRI MES: New | egi sl ati on woul d have
to be passed to include any others past that date.

NANCY ANDREW And also first cone first
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served on the allotnents. |If you have a deceased

Vi et nam veteran and they have children or others, but
if you have other famly nenbers that apply, according
to this, they are the ones who are going to receive the
al | ot nent .

CYRI L ANDREWS: We need the individual
that was -- or got killed in the Vietnamwar, but we
need the contact person that will be the point of
contact for that individual. W'IlI|l need the
deceased -- decedent's address or nane and al so the
poi nt of contact of the individual having or receiving
the letters and stuff from BLM

NANCY ANDREW And | had anot her
question, but I'll ask it later.

GREGORY RAZO ' ve got one nore
question. So | do have one nore question with regard
to the sel ection process.

Are you folks anticipating -- right now
there is basically three snall areas of |and avail abl e
to select from And over tine, as you have different
folks relinquish different interests in the |l and, there
is going to be nore land to select from is that right?

CANDY GRI MES: Correct.

GRECORY RAZO.  So when you make your

sel ection at the tine of your application, then it
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matters when you file your application in terns of the
availability of nore selections of land, is that right?

PAUL KRABACHER: Uh- huh.

GREGCORY RAZO. So will there be
additional land availabilities that happen after the
application process actually begins?

PAUL KRABACHER: | can answer that.

Yeah, this is Paul again.

For those who are newto this -- |
noticed a couple folks -- this is the first tinme. BLM
has on their website a presentation that we did at AFN
There is the cover sheet, and Ral ph is yours truly on
the front cover now along with a Vietnamvet, and Roy.

But in that presentation is a map of our
proposed schedul e for w thdrawi ng, or | should say
revoki ng those PLO withdrawal s that you m ght pay
attention to. W fully anticipate the Seward Pen area,
t he Kobuk/ Seward, the d ennallen areas to go through
t hat process.

I mght add, in addition to that, that
the Fish & Wldlife Service under this |egislation was
al so directed to | ook at refuges that they, through
i nput and in the process, would recommend those be
avai |l able for selection. That subsequently wll take

anot her act of legislation to inplenent.
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So the answer to your question is yes, we
fully anticipate in five years additional | ands
becom ng available. So it's just the reality of the
pi cture here.

GREGORY RAZO. So the decision about when
you actually nake your application matters in terns of
whi ch | and m ght be avail abl e?

PAUL KRABACHER: Wien you apply it has to
be avail able | and, correct.

BRI DGET ANDERSON:. Good norni ng, ny nane
is Bridget Anderson, I'mw th the ANCSA Regi onal
Associ ation. | just have one question on the comments,
witten comments for the regs. Could you tell ne the
date that they are due?

PAUL KRABACHER: W just extended that to
the 13th, Decenber 13th. Good question, thank you very
much.

BRI DGET ANDERSON: Thanks.

PAUL KRABACHER: And | m ght add on the
back of the rules that we passed out, that is an
e-mail. You can send those directly to that e-nai
address. It's sort of |ong and convol uted, and you
have got to get the underscore right, but that is the
e-nmai|l address to send comments to directly.

SPEAKER: Where i s that?
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PAUL KRABACHER: It's at the very | ast
page right here. It says, "Please address any coments

by e-mail to..." and that's the e-nail address. So
it's basically BLM underscore AK underscore Native
under score Vi et nam under score all ot nent underscore
rules at BLM dot gov.

MARGARET ROBERTS: WMargaret Roberts, vice
president of the Tangirnag Native Vill age, Wody
| sl and.

' mhere today. |'ve got very nany
questions, and |I'm hoping that today and tonorrow I
m ght be able to get -- spend sone tine with nany of
you to try to answer all of them

You know, I"'mreally appreciative of all
t he work that Nel son Angapak did in getting this bill
passed in the very first place, and I'mthankful to the
Native tribes here in Anchorage for allowing us to hold
this hearing on their | and.

It's inmportant, | think, that the tinme
period of this, that we | eave no one behind. And |I'm
not really sure if, fromour region, or fromour area,
if all of the Native corporations even have been abl e
to identify all of our veterans.

And | guess I'ma little concerned with

the comment period. | wish that that naybe coul d be
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extended, that there will be nore tine to comment. A
| ot of people in Al aska and ot her places don't even
have the Internet, and, you know, how they are hearing
about this mght be fromsone of the newsletters that
m ght be com ng out. But how do you reach all of

t hose?

Fromthe tribes that |I'm associated with,
we have two individuals that paid the ultimte
sacrifice, and one of those individuals is an uncle of
mne, and all of his siblings live in Washington, in
t he Washi ngton area.

Is there a way for those individuals, for
his siblings to reach out to, say, the Quinault Nation
or soneone for assistance down there in getting all of
t hese things done? |s there property in Washi ngton
that m ght be available to then?? None of themlive on
Kodi ak | sl and anynore, nor on the island of Wody
| sl and anynore. But, you know, that's where nost of
them were born and raised. Do you want to answer those
first?

PAUL KRABACHER: Yeah, so | know you have
sonme nore, because |I'll lose track, so I'll go back to
the first one.

So how t he proposed rul enaki ng goes

apparently, this is newto ne too, is w'll be sending
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the proposed rules that will get published in the
Federal Register. At that tinme -- that's why we have
this short tineline, is to get this inplenented by
Septenber. You're thinking, well, gosh, it's not that

| ong for rul emaking.

So we have to get it in the system the
proposed rules, which will generate a 30-day conmment
period, at which tine we're going to go regionally.
We're going to go all over the state and do this exact
thing we're doing right now.

During that session, or sessions, it's
going to be sessions, because we're going all over the
st at e.

To answer your second questi on,
unfortunately Kodiak Island falls in the sane real ns as
Sout heast because of the | and managenent. Even if it
was a selection by a village corporation or a regional,
it would fall back to Fish & Wldlife. |Is that pretty
much it in Kodiak? So it's the sane thing as south
w th the Forest Service.

We are obligated to provi de assi stance,
and graciously the service providers are stepping up,
too. Well, they contacted us first and said, "Hey, how
can we hel p?"

So wth your relatives is to contact us
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directly or BIA or VA, although VA has been a little
bit silent, but they are starting to step up, and they
woul d qualify, it sounds like, for any area within

Al aska that's open for selection.

Does that answer those two questions?

MARGARET ROBERTS: Well, it helps a
little bit. | wsh there was a way that -- sone of
these -- | wsh there was a way to try to sinmplify it

even further on the regulations so that it could be as
easily -- so it could be easy for everyone.

| heard Jol ene say that, you know, for
t he probate ones that, you know, she's willing to work
wth individuals, and | think that it would be really
nice if we could sinplify the process. And | don't
know what all the answers m ght be to that, but | think
that, you know, this is confusing.

And |'m sure that the Native
corporations, nost of themin our area have already
received their conveyances of land, and | think there
m ght be just a few on one end of the island that m ght
still be working on sonething, but I'mnot sure.

| think that it would be wonderful if
their famlies do receive land. |'mjust thinking of
my aunties and ny uncles are getting pretty well up

there in their years. And we had sone nenori al
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services over on Wwody Island for ny uncle. He didn't
receive one of his nedals, and it took us 40 years, you
know, working with our congressionals and with everyone
to try to nmake those things happen. And it did, but 40
years after he had perished.

And tine is just ticking on, and | see ny
famly nmenbers getting older and older. And | would
dearly love for themto be able to cone back home and
enjoy the place of their birth and to be able to be at
t he hal |l owed ground where he is buried.

But sone of these things seemvery
confusing, and | hope that we can get everything
answered so that they know what they are supposed to
do.

And another thing I think that, not for
that famly, but I knowin other famlies, it's going
to be difficult for them because they are such a big
famly, and naybe they don't all agree. Do they have
to have consensus? They do.

PAUL KRABACHER: The way | under st and,
yeah, a personal representative.

MARGARET ROBERTS: And on our island, we
do have a process where all of our Native organizations
cone together, it's all the tribes, all the village

corporations and the regional corporation and the
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non-profit corporation. And we try to work together in
unity and be able to do what we can for our people on
Kodi ak Isl and on all issues.

And | think this is a big issue, and I
told Ral ph about this quite some tinme ago, and | do
have Candy's contact, but | would dearly |ove for you
to cone to one of our roundtabl e sessions and naybe
stay a little bit |l onger and put sonething in our
newspaper so that people know that -- you know, know
that you're there.

| just don't want to see any of the
conmment doors and things closing on us. | want to nake
sure that we take care of this in a respectful way.
Because |'ve got to say, our veterans, they deserve
this. For all of you that are here in the room |
t hank you for your service to our country, and never
forget that. So...

CYRI L ANDREWS: Margaret, | would like to
add, thank you. W have 16 conpact tri bes and seven
contract tribes that work wwth real estate services.

W have neetings with them W try to work with them
to collect all the addresses that they nmay have out
there on fol ks that have deceased before.

But we're working with these fol ks that

have real estate services that we deal wth, and we do
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get -- they do have their addresses. But |I'mnot sure
that the Native corporations will have any of that
information on their veterans or if they will be
wlling to share that with us. And we do do work on
doi ng outreach to bring the nessage to get those fol ks
that are eligible to apply. Thank you.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: | just wanted to make
a comment, because in our region we provide our realty
services for over 20 vill ages.

The fear | have is having that assistant
in each of the villages filling out the applications
correctly, selecting land correctly. W can't be in 20
villages with five enpl oyees. So that was ny fear.

But then, you know, we need to travel to
each of the villages and try to cone up with sonmebody,
either with a corporation, the tribe, or the city to be
able to step up and help be the go-to person in that
conmuni ty.

Because | fear them not being able to --
that first cone/first served, where they may not | eave
their villages and they m ght not be able to have
access to land that's going to provide for them
That's what | fear, is they are going to be left behind
because they don't have that help in the village to

help them select the land, fill out the application,
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first cone/first served.

So that's a concern of mne dealing wth
several villages that we have to make sure we take care
of. It's a big responsibility, and | fear that.

So I'm hoping there is going to be sone
kind of help, even with the veterans -- you see that,
you know, their potential heirs that are out of state
who don't even -- nmnay not even know that they belong to
atribe, that they lived out there all their Iife and
don't even know what tribe they bel ong to, but they
have a veteran that is from Al aska. How are we
reachi ng out to those? How can we when we're here and
there's -- it's a big world out there.

And | heard this comment, "W don't want
to | eave anybody behind.” | really don't want to | eave
anybody behi nd, because they all deserve to have a
pi ece of land, especially their heritage and their
culture where they cone from

So that first cone/first served is al ways
going to bother ne, especially when it comes down to
peopl e who probably don't even | eave their communities
and nmay not get that opportunity, whether it be
weat her, Internet.

We have rural areas that you can't drive

to but you have to fly or boat, you know. That first

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - December 2, 2019

32

cone/first served is always going to bug nme, especially
trying to help our people the best way we can. | feel
it really falls on service providers, especially when
you deal with several comunities. So | just wanted to
make that comment.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Yeah, Francine, if we do
have any funding |l eft over, you know, we do consi der
through the RD to appropriate, to do a one-tinme funding
for those prograns, be able to fly to the communiti es.
So we'll be able to, through the RD, we can get sone
fundi ng available if we do have the funds.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON:  Yeah, but it's not
only that, but to have that person when that tinme --

t he door opens up, first cone/first served, hel ping
themfill it out.

If one thing is wong on that
appl i cati on, sonebody el se can cone forward, you know.
| nmean, it kind of puts that person in that conmunity
in the back burner because they didn't have that help.
So, yeah.

PAUL KRABACHER: If | could add to a
couple things, actually tying back to yours, Margaret,

t 0o.
First of all, |I don't think anybody in

this room di sagrees that no one is going to get left
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behind to a hundred percent as nmuch as we can to
provide that. W're obligated, we're norally
obligated. | think we're all on the sane page in this

room for that.

Real quick, touching on outreach. It
doesn't stop just because of the rules. And we're
required to -- when we submt the rules into the
system quote unquote, we're still going to board
nmeet i ngs, corporation board neetings, we're still --
Nort hwest Arctic, | mean, we're going to outreach as
much as we can, as nmuch as we're invited to. And
think that holds true for BIA both of us.

You nentioned the Lower 48, and that has
al ways been a real problemfor ne as the project
manager in how do you reach those individual s?

Wll, we've really tried to put the ful
court press on VA. VA has the networks, VA has that
outreach potential. And they have, quite frankly from
nmy perspective, | haven't seen that nany results from
the Lower 48 national perspective.

We' ve had great responses from |l ocal
folks. Phil, | forgot his |last nanme, up in Fairbanks
doing the tribal assistance fromthe VA standpoint,
we' ve al ready done a webinar wwth him But that Lower

48 t hi ng has al ways bot hered ne.
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When you get to the first one in for the

sel ections, understand we -- this laww !l not -- wll
nost likely not -- the curtain won't rise and the gun
goes off or whatever until Septenber. W've got a |ot

of tinme to plan out, to strategize howto do this, how
to get that assistance, how to get that one-on-one

assi st ance. Wi is it?

Cor porati ons have stepped up. It's like
the fourth tine 1've seen Geg. | nean, there is a | ot
of potential. W just need to nmake sure it all works.

So we've got a little tine.

The rul es are going on, the avail abl e
| ands are going on, but the outreach part and the
assistance in the application, we want to nake t hat
solid and easy, getting back to easy, we want to do
that as well.

The rules will al so have a preanbl e,
meani ng that every single rule will have sone
expl anati on of what it's about and why we're doi ng
this, and we're working on those as we speak.

And actually the preanble, Candy, what
was the |last one? It was three quarters of the actual
rule were the preanble. So there is going to be some
expl anati on when that cones out as well in the proposed

rules com ng up.
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We're still behind the steering wheel on
this, and we want to nake sure that this outreach works
with the providers, corporations, tribal, any entity,
obviously us, with the Interior as well VA and we're
still trying to pull VAin as well.

So | hope that answers a little bit.

MARGARET ROBERTS: | think it would be --
| don't know if this is really working or not. It is?
Ckay.

I know t hat when we | ooked for sone

results and we worked w th Congressnan Young, it would

be nice if we could -- you know, at these hearings it
woul d be wonderful, | think, if -- hopefully Tara
Sweeney wll be able to attend sonething if she's here

this week. And it would be nice to have staffers from
our congressional offices attending this as well.

I think that if we're going to have to
make changes to any of these, we need their assistance.
So | hope that they will support us in that effort.

CYRIL ANDREWS: |'d like to add that
tonorrow we' re having a presentation, a panel with BLM
enroll nent and realty to answer any questions that the
providers have. So we'll have that on the third fl oor
tonorrow from3 to 5. So if you guys are wlling to

attend, go ahead and register for the providers'
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conf er ence.
NANCY ANDREW Hi, Nancy Andrew agai n,
St. Mary's Corporation.
The proposed rules, 1'd like to offer for

consi deration to include | anguage on open | and

sel ection to all ow one for personal representatives to
work with courts and outreach, because it's going to
take time wwth our limted Internet to be able to reach
a lot nore of our Vietnamveterans and on behal f of our
siblings for personal representation. Because if you
have t he personal representative, you have siblings
that are going to be living in different parts of the
state. So, you know, you'd want themto have a

sel ection where they would like to select.

And also that it would have consideration
to be -- to include the new | egi sl ati on on refuge
| ands, which will be down the road.

JIM LaBELLE: Jim LaBell e again. Under
an earlier piece of legislation, there were deadl i nes
for registering for this -- for land selections. And I
regi stered for nyself and for ny brother, and of course
the rules and the processes were different then and we
got rejected, of course. Now we have a new pi ece of
| egi sl ati on where we're goi ng through anot her process

of registration.
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Are the ones that regi stered under the
old legislation kind of grandfathered into this new
one, or do we have to bring that -- do we have to do
t hat process all over again?

CYRIL ANDREWS: You'd have to turn in the
application to get the application going. But if you
didn't receive any land during that first round, then
you wouldn't be eligible; and if you did receive | and
fromthat first round, say 2.5 acres or 160 acres, then
you woul dn't be eligible. But you would go ahead and
submt in your application once you received the notice
from BLM

JI M LaBELLE: And that's Decenber 13th?

CANDY GRI MES: No, no. Actually, we do
not have an application yet. The rules need to be
finalized before we can have -- start accepting
applications. So Decenber 13th is for comments on the

proposed rules, the draft rules that we have here

t oday.

JIM LaBELLE: Ckay, thanks.

CANDY GRI MES: But yes, even if you
applied before and were rejected, you will have to
appl y agai n.

JIM LaBELLE: Reapply?
CANDY GRI MES: Yes.
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PAUL KRABACHER: The reason for
rejection, a lot of that was historic use, correct ne
if I'"'mwong nmaybe, that was a factor?

CANDY GRI MES: Most of the rejections --
unfortunately, when | first becane a | and | aw exam ner,
| worked the first vet one, and it was very depressing
to me because all | did was reject. It was very, very
depr essi ng.

Most of those it was people were

selecting land that was not available; their mlitary

38

was not during the tine that it was supposed to; or the

first one you had to have died either in Vietnamor a
cause of sonething that happened in Vietnam which that
part never did nmake sense to ne. Those were the three
reasons why people were rejected the nost. Sel ected
bad | and; they didn't serve during the tine; or they
didn't die properly, you know So -- but those were
the three reasons.

JENNI FER M LLER: Candy, nmybe nention
that if they already had a survey fromthe previous
application and it's available, they could still use
t hat .

CANDY GRIMES: |If you' ve already applied
and we have your Native allotnent -- not Native

allotnment, CIB card or your DD 214 and you weren't on
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the list, we can use that because you've already
submtted it to us. And we actually recalled all of

t hose applications back. W have themin our office so
that we can have them on hand when this goes forward so
we can | ook at the original applications.

Is there any ot her questions?

PAUL KRABACHER:  This doesn't have
hi storic use.

CANDY GRI MES: That's another thing is
this one does not have historic use. You didn't have
to have used the | and and occupy the land prior |ike
t he ot her one did.

CYRIL ANDREWS: |Is there any nore
questions out there? Anyone has comments on the draft
regs?

PAUL KRABACHER: O anyt hi ng?

CYRI L ANDREWS: O any ot her questions
that you want to ask, please?

JIM LaBELLE: 1'Il do one nore.

CYRIL ANDREWS: All right there, M.
LaBel | e.

JI M LaBELLE: | have had sone Vi etnamera
veterans call with just anecdotal questions about:

What if we don't want any land at all but maybe we want

to be conpensated in sonme fashion? 1s there going to
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be anyt hi ng addr essed?

CYRIL ANDREWS: No, there is none. The
only way i s, say you receive your 160 acres, you could
put it up for sale. That's the only recommendati on |
can nmake, is when you do receive it or you want to sel
it, you can sell it to the bureau through us or through
one of the conpact or service providers. But |I'd
rat her the corporations buy themup, but it's up to
them But they don't have that first right of refusal,
but you guys are eligible to sell your allotnent when
you do receive it.

JIM LaBELLE: For exanple, there are
Native all otnents around the state where individuals
are wlling to sell, and I"mwondering if there is a
process of making that available in that |and sel ection
process.

CYRIL ANDREWS: It's not in the bill.

JIM LaBELLE: It's not in the bill.

Ckay, good.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Did you guys understand
t he question that he was asking? He was saying if they
get conpensated instead of receiving land. But that's
not in the bill currently, so that wouldn't apply, M.
LaBel l e. Thank you.

GRECORY RAZO. The topic brings up an
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exception, | guess, or a new feature of this all otnent
process. These are going to be unrestricted |ands, is
that right? That's what the contenplation is at this
poi nt ?

CYRI L ANDREWS: That we don't know yet.
| think, you know, we would have to wait and see
because we don't know if it will be restricted or NP
so we don't know t hat question.

GREGORY RAZO. There is nothing in the
| aw t hat suggests that it's going to be restricted.

CYRIL ANDREWS: Nothing in the | aw.

PAUL KRABACHER: This is a perfect
opportunity for you to weigh in on that subject, to
conmment on it either way.

GREGCORY RAZO. And | do have concerns,
because in the case of unrestricted | and, that neans
that it's very possible that |and would i medi ately
cone out of Al aska Native ownership and it would be
subject to taxation by cities and boroughs and
potentially tribes, and because of inability to pay by
poverty-level recipients of this |and, they could | ose
their land sinply because they couldn't afford to own
it.

So that is a detrinent to having

unrestricted | and when every other Native all ot nment
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prior to this was restricted and had sone i nvol venent
wth the federal governnent in terns of how that | and
woul d be di sposed.

And | do have a concern about that. |If
we want to preserve this land for Al aska Native peopl e,
making it unrestricted wll serve to not do that.

PAUL KRABACHER: Thanks.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you.

MARGARET ROBERTS: | think those are
really good points that Greg raised. And sone of the
questions that our tribe has heard, too, is that they
were hoping if things did nove al ong, was there a way
that they mght be able to turn sone of the |and or
turn the land over to the tribe so that it could be,

li ke, a park or sonmething that's naned after these
veterans, or a veteran nenorial place that could be --
that could be done. That was some of the questions
fromsone of the famlies that we serve. That's not in
the regs, is it?

CYRI L ANDREWS: We do have transactions
wth real estate services. Wen we're dealing with a
restrictive Native allotnent, they have that option to
give their restricted allotnent to, you know, one of
their siblings.

But if they do want to transfer or give
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it to atribe, I would recommend they renove their
restrictions, then donate it to the tribes. But that
can be subject to taxation, though, when you do renove
the restrictions if you're in a taxing borough.

Are there any nore questions out there?
Franci ne.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: So who is going to
make the determnation if it's unrestricted or
restricted? Wwo is going to be the one to nake that
det erm nati on?

PAUL KRABACHER: That's above ny pay
grade. | hate to use that line. W're actually
seriously taking comments into this, is ny
understanding. And that's pretty nuch what |'ve been
told, is please have comments submtted regarding this
i ssue.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: To that e-nmil ?

PAUL KRABACHER: That e-nmail.

CANDY GRI MES: Ri ght now.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: Well, ny comment is |
strongly believe that our veterans deserve and their
heirs deserve to be protected just |i ke everybody el se.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you, Franci ne.

SARAH GALLT: H, I'mSara Gallt wth The

Kuskokw m Cor poration, and | just had a question for

Peninsula Reporting
110 Trading Bay Dr., Ste. 100, Kenai, AK 99611 907/283-4429




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - December 2, 2019

44

the top of page 9 the under C. W' re tal king about
restricted and unrestricted | ands, but it says, "United
States wll reserve mnerals in certificate of

all otment . "

' mjust wondering, for clarification,
does it nean that people won't have their subsurface
rights? Because it seened |like other Native allotnents
we did, they reserved those rights for the mnerals
bel ow.

CANDY GRI MES: Actually, all the other
allotnments we reserved mnerals. |If it was a | ocatable
mneral as in gold and stuff, we rejected the
applications. This one doesn't have that in the rule,
so we would just reserve them Al mnerals wll be
reserved, just like it says in the law. Just |ike the
ot her applications before.

SPEAKER: What's that nean, being
reserved?

CANDY GRIMES: Al the mnerals would be
reserved to the United States, we would own them The
owner of the |and would not be able to sell or |ease
themor utilize them There is nore to a subsurface
than just m nerals.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Yeah, that would be in

t he deed when it's i ssued. The certificate of
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allotnent, it would reserve those mnerals wthin that
deed.

SPEAKER: It sounds like the land is
going to have to be restricted then when it's gifted.

ANDREA GUSTY: Andrea CGusty, The
Kuskokw m Cor poration. Just for clarification, when
you say "mneral s" you nean gold and oil potentially
but not gravel and sand?

PAUL KRABACHER: | defer that to sonebody
in a white shirt back there.

M CHELLE WATCHVAN: | actually don't know

t he answer to that.

CANDY GRI MES: The original 1906 act did
not reserve sand and gravel. The 1998 act did reserve
sand and gravel as a |locatable mneral. So | need to
get back to you on that one. Thank you for bringing
t hat one up.

ANDREA GUSTY: Thank you.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Do you have any
questions, coments? Brian.

BRI AN JAMES: So ny concerns are, after
everyone gets their Native allotnents and peopl e deci de
to sell, who is going to be responsible for all the
fees associated wth that?

Li ke Kawer ak, for exanple, we're a
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contractor. |If we have soneone who is a non-tri bal
menber in our area, who is going to pick up that tab
for that person selling that | and?

CYRI L ANDREWS: |If it's within your
jurisdiction, | think, you know, w thin one of those
communities that are within Kawerak, then | think it
woul d be Kawerak's jurisdiction, and you woul d probably
get extra funding for that depending on if it's
restricted or a fee.

But it would be under Kawerak's
jurisdiction, because they have that issue of -- |
mean, we do have | and corporation codes, |ike Kawerak's
978, and we do have those codes, and sone of these
restricted | and owners, they do have those codes within
their title.

So any nore questions out there? o
ahead, WMargaret.

MARGARET ROBERTS: So for sone of the
corporations, do you have funds available for -- do you
have funds avail able for assisting themor tribes,
sonebody in the region for | and managers that can
assist, just as the gentl enan was sayi ng?

CYRI L ANDREWS:  Yeah, | know t hey
contract real estate services. | think that's with

probate as well. They do receive noney for providing
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services to those communities that they have
jurisdiction over. They do receive that noney.

But in sone cases when we do have -- say

we have | eft-over funding, we have to go request from
the regional director to say we're doing a one-tine

f undi ng dependi ng on the anpbunt, and we do distribute
funds. To the 16 conpacts and 7 contract tribes, we do
provide that funding, but it depends. It kind of

vari es because we may have vacancies. And in sone
cases we'll have that funding, but in sonme cases we
won't have that funding.

EUGENE PELTOLA: The requirenents we have
under this act for the Native allotnment is a totally
unfunded nandate. So we did not receive any additional
funding to do proposed rules, to do consultation, to
do -- to inplenent the act.

What we have done, at l|least with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs at this point, is that, as
Cyril said, whenever we have a vacancy, in a normal
given year if a tribe needs assistance with a
particul ar project, we nay be able to fund sone of
t hose.

What we did the end of this |ast fiscal
year was that the salary savings we have had, which is

a small portion of what we believe is going to be
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required to get full inplenentation of this, we have
started to utilize to put towards prograns which w ||
be affected.

So do we currently have a checkbook to
wite a check to give to Kawerak, to BBNA, to AVCP, to
TCC? No, we don't. But what we're trying to do,
realizing that we're going to have a |large demand in
realty services, a |large demand in probate, we're
trying to address sone of those situations which may
be -- preclude them from addressi ng the requirenents of
this act. W' ve been trying to take the noney that we
have avail able to address those concerns nowto try to
prepare us for when we get the full inplenentation of
this.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you, Gene. W
still have a half hour to go. Are there any questions

out there? Now is your tine.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: Oh, heck, 1'Il1l just
stand up here, huh. | just wanted to make a conment on
the mneral stuff. |It's comon for that, right? 1It's

not jet set that mnerals belong to whatever? 1Is it
jet set that --
PAUL KRABACHER: It's in the |aw
FRANCI NE JOHNSON: It's in the | aw?
PAUL KRABACHER: Yeah.
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FRANCI NE JOHNSON: | was going to nmake a
comment. CQur veterans deserve every rock on that | and
and so does their famlies. And that's unfortunate
that, you know, they don't get the full recognition and
honor by getting the land. So |I just want to nake that
comrent .

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you, Francine.

Are there any nore questions? | know
there was questions on -- you know, this is a new bill,
and it's sonething that, you know, BLM and BIA we're
all trying to work together to ensure that we reach out
to all the eligible applicants.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: Okay. You know, when
we first nmet at BIA, or actually it was in the federal
bui |l di ng, and we had the opportunity to see the website
for open lands. |Is that going to be offered again, and
wll it be open to where either corporation
representatives would be able to participate?

Because, like I"'mgoing to say again, in
the villages, we have -- we serve over 20 vill ages, and
we m ght have to | ook for somebody in the corporation
in that village to be able to help us help them
Because we can't be in every one of the villages.

So is that going to be offered again for

trai ni ng purposes and be open not only to service
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providers but also to tribes, corporations, and maybe
the city so we can have sonebody in each of those
communities that can help? That's ny fear is not being
able to help themdo it correctly and be rejected.

PAUL KRABACHER: The answer is yes. More
training, especially what you saw, and | think that
m ght be the final version that's actually going to get
on the website too. So there will be a link for that
if it hasn't happened already. | was on it |ast week.

Sonet hing else | was going to say. Oh,
there is a | ot of discussion on other -- obviously
other media. W're totally on that. |'ve advocated
that from day one, Wb, Wb, Wb. Well, what if you
don't have the Wb? So what are the other options?
You' ve got paper, radio, et cetera.

So we're just starting into that now
Once these rules sort of settle, that's the next step
that I know |'mgoing to be directing, is getting that
full suite of outreach, including YouTube video once
the application process has pretty nuch settled, and
this is how it happened. | nean, things |ike that.

W're definitely open for suggestions
about anything else, but at a m ni num absol utely
outreach beyond just service providers. And I |ove

t hat suggestion, city. Corporations, obviously we've
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al ready been in touch, so thank you.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you, Paul. Are
t here any nore questions out there?

FRANCI NE JCOHNSON: I j oke.

PAUL KRABACHER:  Just give you the mc.

CYRIL ANDREWS: All right, 1'll give you
guys one nore chance. | know there is questions out
there. Going once. W still have another half hour to

go, so it's good to ask those tough questions, and it's
good to get them addressed. So what kind of questions
do you guys have out there?

RALPH ELUSKA: | feel |ike we have one
nore base to cover, and that is the reason we have the
recorder here, is that when Jim LaBell e asks a
question, can | |look at the old refuge to see if some
of that is available for ne to select fron? Wat |'m
saying is that we're going to get answers to those
questions and try to get themback to you. So that if
we have an individual that submtted notices to you or
i nformati on on where to get a hold of them we're going
to acknow edge that so that they are not sitting out
there feeling like, well, | kind of contacted BIA six
nmont hs ago, and | haven't heard nothing yet.

CYRIL ANDREWS: W do collect their

addr esses, because we're waiting until the tinme when we
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submt that to BLM because they are going to do the
notice to all the eligible applicants.

RALPH ELUSKA: And |I'm saying the BLM as
a courtesy back to the applicant, saying, "Thank you,
we received your personal information."

CYRI L ANDREWS: Yeah, we do receive them
over the phone or by individuals when they do cone to

BI A, and we have their addresses and we got a good |ist

goi ng.

And i f any of you corporations have the
addresses out there, if you guys are willing to share
themwth us, | would -- you guys can go ahead and

contact nme or Jennifer Ml ler.

RALPH ELUSKA: Just wanted to let Jim ny
classmate, say, "All right, I1'mgoing to hear back."

GREGORY RAZO So | have anot her question
under Section 6, available federal |lands. And the
question you guys ask is, "Howw Il the BLMcertify
that the land is free of known contam nants?"

Is the BLMreally going to certify that
the land is free of known contam nants?

PAUL KRABACHER: So some of you m ght be
aware of the direction from | want to say the '16
omi bus bill for ANCSA contam nated | ands and the

updates in the report.
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Well, | was the project manager for that
as well. So what we are certifying is the known part
is direction fromthe legislation as well, but with the

avai | abl e dat abases that exist right now

The result fromthat report to Congress
was -- which by the way has not happened i n ot her
states to ny know edge -- is pulling all the known
dat abases wthin a state. So as you're aware, that's
why we |isted these, the nost inportant bei ng ADEC.

Since then ADEC has gotten rid of nobst of
t he duplicates fromthe other agencies to where they
really are the database of conpl eteness, for |lack of a
better word. So what we're doing is a review for that.

We al so have that as internal policy for
future processing of -- geez, total mnd blank. It was
a great vacation -- issuing certificates. Any future
transfer of |and out of federal ownership to
corporations, Native allotnments go through an internal
revi ew process, which basically is this.

GREGORY RAZO. So it is an actual
certification that the land is free of known
cont am nants.

PAUL KRABACHER: Correct. That's what
we're directed by the | egislature.

GREGORY RAZO To the extent that, let's
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say a corporation that received contamnated land is
awar e of adjacent |and that is not owned by the conpany
and knows that to be contam nated as well and it
doesn't show up in any of the databases that you rely
on, if it becones known during this application period
that that adjacent land is contam nated, wll there be
a process to deal with that newy found contam nat ed
| and?

PAUL KRABACHER: You bring up a good
poi nt, especially in light of the first in/first out,
you know, the prioritization schema. And that's a very
valid point for the prioritization schena.

To add, though, real quick to the
contam nated -- ANCSA-conveyed contam nated sites, the
Al aska Tri bal Consortiumnow is -- sort of that's in
t heir wheel house pushing this effort as well as ADEC in
part nershi p, obviously, and EPA. They want to know
about those sites.

There is no way in heck we can know of
all the sites basically froman inpact fromthe
Departnment of Defense buil dup, obviously, fromthe
'40s, '50s, and et cetera. But that's just why we say
no.

Because we'll fully admt, hey, there is

a lot out there that -- and ADEC will, too -- that they
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don't know about that they want to know about.

But you bring up a great point, Geg.
Thanks for the prioritization, duly noted.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Any nore questions out
t her e?

NANCY ANDREW Just one nobre question on
the BIA if they are going to be included and present.
| have a question if they are going to provide real
estate services and probate?

CYRI L ANDREWS: You nean if they have not
been probated yet?

NANCY ANDREW I f they can provide that?

CYRIL ANDREWS: |If they do have
restricted | and, then their property wll get -- their
estate will get probated only if they have restricted
| and or any funds in the Individual |ndian Mney
Account .

But if they are fee, BIA wll not deal
W th those probate nmatters. So you would have to go
through either the state or the contact representative
t hrough the state and go through that process. And |I'm
not sure how that process goes, but we'll have
presentations tonorrow, because we're inviting Al aska
Legal Services to present on that topic.

Any nore questions out there? (oing
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once, going tw ce. Francine.

FRANCI NE JOHNSON: They need to stay
restricted, nmy comrent.

CYRI L ANDREWS: Thank you for providing
t hat comment .

In this case, | guess we're out of
answeri ng questions here. So we would |ike to go ahead
and end the consultation neeting. And | thank you guys
for com ng here and being here during this while it's
snow ng out there. And thank you for providing your
comment s, and you guys have a great norning, thank you.

Quyana.
(Meeting ended at 11:39 a.m)
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