
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

   

    

    

     

    

      

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

     

 

United States Department of  the Interior  

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY  
Washington,  DC 20240  

February 23, 2022 

Dear Tribal Leader: 

The eight signatory Federal Agencies of the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding 

Interagency Coordination and Collaboration for the Protection of Indigenous Sacred Sites 

(MOU) invite you to participate in a Listening Session on Wednesday, March 9, 2022, 1:30PM-

4:30PM ET. The purpose of this session is to solicit priorities, guidance, and recommendations 

from Tribal leaders and Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs) on the implementation of the 

MOU. The MOU signatories also encourage traditional cultural practitioners, Tribal elders, and 

those with Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) expertise to provide comments and share 

their perspectives about the MOU and its implementation. 

On November 16, 2021, the Biden-Harris Administration announced the Sacred Sites 

Memorandum of Understanding. This joint MOU among the U.S. Departments of Agriculture, 

Energy, Interior, and Transportation; the Environmental Protection Agency; the Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation; the White House Council on Environmental Quality; and the 

Tennessee Valley Authority seeks to improve the protection of and access to Indigenous sacred 

sites through enhanced and improved interdepartmental coordination, collaboration, and action. 

Additionally, the MOU provides for increased collaboration with Tribes and NHOs to ensure 

stewardship and access to sites, and the incorporation of TEK into management, treatment, and 

protection procedures. The MOU commits participating agencies to work together and engage 

with Tribes, NHOs, and spiritual leaders in developing and implementing actions to improve the 

protection of and access to Tribal, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian sacred sites. 

The eight signatory agencies of the MOU are scheduling the following listening session to hear 

Tribal and NHO guidance and engage in open dialogue on the effective implementation and 

future of the MOU. There will be consultations scheduled on the MOU over the coming months, 

and if necessary, the MOU may be amended in light of feedback received at the listening session 

and consultations.  

Date Time Location 

Wednesday, 

March 9, 2022 

1:30PM-

4:30 PM 

EST 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://nrel.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsdu2oqT0qEgNoL-

wGHj1LDSjV6_nREwc 

In addition to joining the Listening Session listed above, please submit any written comments to 

whcnaa@bia.gov by March 23, 2022, to ensure timely consideration. To help facilitate dialogue 

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/mou-interagency-coordination-and-collaboration-for-the-protection-of-indigenous-sacred-sites-11-16-2021.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/mou-interagency-coordination-and-collaboration-for-the-protection-of-indigenous-sacred-sites-11-16-2021.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnrel.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvJIsdu2oqT0qEgNoL-wGHj1LDSjV6_nREwc&data=04%7C01%7Canthony.rodman%40bia.gov%7Cf3c364560b1248147a9808d9f33196cd%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637808216604764537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Bhpm6DAHzMfUbL3T5gR728nOv8citODF9s%2FBySOtfP8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnrel.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvJIsdu2oqT0qEgNoL-wGHj1LDSjV6_nREwc&data=04%7C01%7Canthony.rodman%40bia.gov%7Cf3c364560b1248147a9808d9f33196cd%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637808216604764537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Bhpm6DAHzMfUbL3T5gR728nOv8citODF9s%2FBySOtfP8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:whcnaa@bia.gov


 

 

    

   

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

at the Listen Session, framing questions are attached to this letter, as is the MOU. Please send 

any questions about the Listening Session to whcnaa@bia.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Morgan Rodman 

Executive Director, White House Council on Native American Affairs 

mailto:whcnaa@bia.gov


 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

    

  

 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

   

Framing Paper 

Listening Session on the Memorandum of Understanding  Regarding Interagency  

Coordination and Collaboration for the Protection of Indigenous Sacred Sites  

On November 16, 2021, U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, who also serves as co-chair of 

the White House Council on Native American Affairs (WHCNAA) with Ambassador Susan Rice, announced 

the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Interagency Coordination and Collaboration for the Protection 

of Indigenous Sacred Sites (MOU). This MOU updates and strengthens the 2016 version of the MOU by adding 

new Federal partners, including Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs), increasing collaboration with Tribes 

and NHOs to ensure good stewardship and access to sites, and incorporating Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

(TEK) into procedures for the management, treatment, and protection of sacred sites. 

The WHCNAA Committee on Climate Change, Tribal Homelands, and Treaties (Committee) is supporting the 

implementation of the MOU. The MOU signatories and the WHCNAA Committee recognize that for the MOU 

to be fully successful, Tribal and NHO voices must be central to its implementation and development. 

As a starting point for discussions on what actions Federal partners should take to better implement the MOU, 

the signatory agencies pose the following questions: 

Question 1: What can federal agencies do to better consider, protect, and provide you access to 

Sacred Sites? 

Question 2:  How should federal agencies consult with you in order to better identify and protect 

Sacred Sites, while also providing access? 

Question 3:  What challenges have you experienced in your efforts to protect and access Sacred Sites? 

Question 4: This MOU contains several provisions that commit agencies to action - are there any you 

would like to see prioritized? 

Question 5: What additional commitments could federal agencies include in this MOU to advance the 

protection of Sacred Sites? 

Directions for Submitting Comments 

Please submit any comments you have implementing the MOU to: whcnaa@bia.gov by March 23, 2022. 

For Further Information 

This Framing Paper and the documents cited are available at www.bia.gov/whcnaa. 

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-announces-interagency-effort-protect-and-increase-access-indigenous
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-announces-interagency-effort-protect-and-increase-access-indigenous
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-announces-interagency-effort-protect-and-increase-access-indigenous
http://www.bia.gov/whcnaa
mailto:whcnaa@bia.gov
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