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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Tribal-State Compacts Approval; Class Ill  
(casino) Gambling: Ft. Mojave Tribe- 
Nevada et al.  

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior 

ACTION: Notice of approved Tribal-State 
Compacts. 

SUMMARY:  Pursuant to 25  U.S.C. 2710, 
of the Indian Gaming  Regulatory Act  of 1988 
(Pub. L. 100-197), the Secretary of the 
Interior shall publish in  the Federal Register 
notice of approved Tribal-State Compacts for 
the  purposes of engaging in Class III (casino) 
gambling on Indian reservations. The  
Secretary of  the Interior  has approved Tribal-
State Compacts between the following tribes  
and states; The Ft. Mojave Tribe and the 
State of Nevada, executed on 10/15/87 
the Cabazon Band of Mission Indians. and  the 
State of  California, executed on 10/3/89; the 
Grand Portage Band of  Lake Superior 
Chippewa Reservation and  the State of 
Minnesota, executed on 10/24/ 39; the Bois 
Fort Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Reservation and  the State of  Minnesota, 
executed  on 12/11/89;  the Fond Du Lac Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa Reservation and 
the State of  Minnesota executed  on  11/1/89; 
Lower  Sioux Community Reservation and 
the State of Minnesota, executed or. 
11/27/69; the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community Reservatlon and the State of 
Minnesota executed on 12/4/89, and the 
Prairie Island Sioux Community Reservation 
and the State of  Minnesota,  executed  on 
11/15/8 9. 

ADDRESSES:  Office  of   Legislative 
Affairs, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Department of  the Interior, MS-1641, 
1849 C Street, NW ., Washington. DC

  · 20240,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Joel Starr, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, DC . (202) 343-5706: Michael 
Cox. Office of the Solicitor   
Indian Affairs, Washington, DC   (202)  
343-9331.

Dated: March 27, 1990. 

Eddie F. Brown, 

Assistant Secretary, Indian Affairs 
[FR Doc.907481 Filed 3-30-90; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310-02-M 



INTERGOVER�MENTAL AGREEMENT 
c:::._ 

is made and entered into as of the gstll 
.:-; � 

day of ac.;.,oper , 1987, by and between THE STATB bF. NE�OA, 

acting by and through the Nevada Gaming Commission .and �ate 
.. 

Gaming Control Board ("NEVAOA"I, party of the first :part� and 

THE FCR':' :-mJ;..VE I�O!AN TRIB3 { the 11 TRIBEo11 ), i.:ia.rty of tht= �ond·� 

part. 

�ECITALS 

A, This Intsrgover�mental Agreement is made with 

reference to legislation now pending before the Senate. and 

House of Representatives of the Onited States of America 

relating to the regulation of gaming activity on Indian lands. 

In the event the Congress of the United States adopts 

legislation permitting the TRIBE to transfer all civil and 

crimin�l jurisd1ct1on, exce?t tor taxing authority, pertaining 

to the licensing and regulation of gaming over gaming 

enterprises w::..thin the Fort Mojave Property to NEVl-.DA, the 

TRIBE and NEV�DA desire to set forth the terms and conditions 

for such transfer and to provide for compensation of NEVADA for 

the costs incurred by it for investigating, licensing and 

regulating gaming within the Fort Mojave Property. 

a. Nevada law provides that. any agency of Nevada and anyo

Indian tribe may enter into agreements with one another for 

joint or cooperative action in the exercise of any power,

privilege, or authority, includina law enforcement. vested in 

any public agency of Nevad.a or Indian tribe subject to t:.he 

ratification by appropriate ordinance, resolution, or otherwise 

pursuant to law- on the part of the governing bo�ies of the 

participating public agencies (see NRS 277.080-277.170), 
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C • .  the Nevad:;. Gaming Commission, State Gaming Control 

Board, and TR!BE are public �gencies within the meaning of NRS 

277.100. 

D. The 2arties to th�s Agreement have independe�tly and 

mutually concl�ded that the TRIBE's transfer of all civil dnd 

criminal jurisdiction, except for taxing authority, pertaining 

to the licensing and regu2.ation cf Gaming within the Fo:::-t 

Mojave Property to NEVADA will be in the best interests a� the 

people of the State of Nevada and the TRISE, the economic 

development of the Fort Mojave Property and tha maintenance of 

public confidence and trust that gaming within the boundaries 

of Nevada is conducted honestly, competitively, and free from· 

criminal and corruptive elements. 

E. !n this Intergovernmental Agreement, all capitalized 

words and tar:ns shall have the respective meanings anc be 

construed herein as hereafter provided in Paragraphs land 2 of 

this Intergovernmental Agreement and shall be deemed to 

incorporate auch words and �erms as a part hereof in the same 

manner and wit� the earne ef:ect as if the same were fully set 

forth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, and 

other good and valuable considerations as hereinafter 

described, the parties hereto do promise, covenant, and agree 

as fallows: 

1. Definitions !ncorrorated Sy Reference. NEVADA and.

the TRIBE agree that this I�tergovernmental Agreement shall be 

made subject to all the cefinitions contained in Chapters 

2.



462-466'of Nevada Revised Statutes and the Regulations of the

Nevada Gaming Commission and State· Gaming Control Board now 

existing, or as may be hereinafter adopted or amended, to the 

same extent a�d effect as if fully set forth in and made a part 

of this Intergovernmental Aqreement, 

2. Definition,!. the purposes this 

Intergover�e�tal Agree�ent, each of the following ter�s shall 

have the meaning specified with respect thereto unle�s a. 

ditferent meaning clearly appears from the context. 

A.e "Fort Mojave i'roperty 11 shall mean that p�rtione

of the E'ort Mojave Indian Re�ervation located within the 

boundaries of the State of Nevada, as is more particularly 

described on Exhibit "A" which by this �eferenee is rn&de a part 

hereof. 

B. "Gaming" shall i'r.ea.n all forms of gaming thc,.t are 

not Traditional Indian Gami�g. 

  c. "Secretary" shall mean the Secretary of Interior

or his delegate. 

o. "Traditional Indian Gaming" shall mean social· 

games -solely for prizes of minimal value or traditional forms 

of Indian gaming engaged in by individuals as a �art of or in 

connection with tribal ceremonies or celebrations. 

3. 

Agreement. This Intergoverr..mental �qreement shall be effective 

sixty (60) days after the Secretary publishes in the J:'ederal 

Register a notice of consent to the transfer of jurisdiction to 

3.



Nevada. This Agreement sh:1ll =.:.:::.r!n1.nata as of thGt date all 

Gaming ceases to opera.ta within the Fort Mojave l?roperty. 

4. Transfer of Jurisdiction BX TRIBE. The TRIBE hereby

grants, assigns, transfers, and sets over all of its civil and 

criminal juris�iction, except for taxing authority, pertaining 

to the licen5 ing and regulation of Gaming within the Fort 

Xojave ?roper�y to NEVADA, together with the present and 

continuing right with full ?Ower and authority to enforc� all 

the gaming laws and regulations of Nevada within the Fort 

�ojave Property and to do any and all things which NEVADA is or 

r.iay become entitled to do under ita gaming laws and 

regulations, including, without limiting the generality of the 

foregoing, the present and continuing right with full power and 

authority in the na..me of Nevada to investigate, license, and 

regulate all individuals and�entities seeking to or conducting 

gami�g or gambling within the Fort Mojave Froperty pursuant to 

�evada gaming law and regulations and enforce the criminal laws 

of the_ State of Nevada relative to gaming crimes and crimes 

agair1st gaming licensees and the State of Nevada. For these 

p�r�osss, the agents and office�s of the State of Nevada will 

be granted pea.ea officer status on the Fort Mojave property. 

Any enforcement actions required by this paragraph shall be 

prosecuted by NEVADA be:ore a.&ninistrat.:ive or judicial 

tribunals of the State of Nevada. 

5. ASSQ�etion of Jurisdiction By NEVADA. NEVADA accepts

such assignment and transfer: of jurisdiction as describad in 

4.
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Paragraph 4 and agrees to investigate, license, and regulate 

gaming within  the Fort Mojave Property. 

6.       Compensation to be ?aid NEV.�.DA.     As comoensa.tion to

NEVADA :for: assurr,ing the jurisc.iction herein proviaed, the TRIBE 
i

agrees to pay NEV�DA either:  (i) th.a gross rever:.ue of the licer.sed 

gaming establishments located within the fort Mojave l?roperty; o:r.: 

(ii) all reasonablfe costs incurrGd by NEVADA for  investigating, 

licensing, and req�lating gaming within the Fort Mojave Property, 
i 

whichever is greater.
 7. Place and Manner of Fayrnents. All amounts payable to

�EVADA  pursuant. to  th is Intergovernmental  Agreement �hall  be 

rn.ade   in l awful m oney  of   the   United  States  of  Amerio�   and. in   

immediately available funds. All such amounts shall beJ payable 

ithin  
w twenty (�.. a) days after each. calendar  quarter shall be

  
arc.  

raade to the State Gaming Control Board at 1150.  :e:. j William 

Street, Carson City, Nevada, 89710. If any payment re�uired to 
  

be made herein becomes due  '"'nd payable on a Saturday,[ Sunday·,• 
 

or Nevada state holiday, the due date thereof shall be extended
  i 

to the 
8. 

next succeeding business day.
Adoption of Nevada Law By TRIBE. To thj! extente

necessary to carry out and effectuate the purpO!ies ! of this 
i 

Intergoverrun�n�al Agreement, the TRIBE shall en4ct such 
I 

I
::� scl-.:. tiuns, o:;:dinai\.;es, s \,;,;,, t:.u i:.ct:il, and/ or re';! u.i.a. �.i.ua;:. \:J..::i :...:.j- ;:;: 

necessary to adopt and/or i�corporate the bf 
Nevada law and regulations relat��g to g�ming 

provisions 

and make 
the sa.rn.e  applicable to the Fort Mojave Property. 

5.
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. 9. oeinion of Counsel 

A. ?,:ior to the effective date of this Agreement,

there will be delivered to NEVADA a written opinion or opinions 

from counsel io� the TRIBE, dated as of the effective date, to 

authority necessary for the execution, delivery, and 

perforna�ce of its obligations under this Intergover��ental 

l>.greement and any other docl.l:.-nent, agreement, certificate; or 

inst.i:um-ent executed by it in connection with this . 

Intergovernmental Agreement, (ii) ther executed 

Intergove;c;-nmen·tal: Ag:i;eement ie valid and binding upon the 

TRIBE, and enforceable in accordance with its terms, (iii) ther

TRIBE has duly authorized tbe taking of any and all action 

necessary to carry out and 9"ive effect to the transactions 

contemplated to- be performed on its part this 

Intergovern.�ental Agreement, and lriv)r the transactions 

contemplated by :this Intersovernmental Agreement will not 

violate any of the laws of the United States of America. 

B. Prior to the effective date of this Agreement, 

the· TRIBE will be furnished a . copy of an opinion .from the 

Attorney General of Nevada to the State Gaming Control Board 

and Nevada Gaming Commission that (i) NEVADA has the full power 

and requisite authority necessary for the execution, delivery, 

and performance of -its obligations under this intergovernmental 

Agreement and any other document, agreement, certificate, or 

instrument executed by it in connection with this 

Inte;i;governrnen ta:. Agreer.ier:t, ( ii) the executed 

6.



Intergov,errunental  Agreerngnt.  is  valid  and  binding upon !:i:  • . .,, 

and enrorce-hle.in   accordance  with   its terms. (iii) NEVADA  has 

1terform.ed conditions   precedent  rac;uired  by  thia 

Intergover��•n�al  Agreement  and  NEVADA  has   or   willa  timely tdke 

action  necessary  to  effec:uate  its obligations  under  the 

Agree.:r,en  t subj Bet. to  state law,  and  (iv) this Intergoverr.menta.:!. 

Agreement  may  be  fulfilled  uncer  the  law  of Ne.vada  and  the 

transactions  contemplated  hereby  will not  violate  any  law  of' 

the  State of  Nevada.  

10. Further Assurances.  NEVADA and the TRIBE shall, from 

time to time, execute, acknowledge, and deliver, or  cause to be 

exeeuted, acknowledged, and delivered, such supplements he:eto 

and such further instruments as may be  reasonably requi:ed  for 

carrying out the intention of or facilitating the perforrnanc� 

of this Int.ergcvernmental Ag::eement. 

11. Indenn�fication.  The respective parties to this

Agreement mutually agree to indemnify, protect, defend, and 

save harmless one another from any and all loss, damage, 

liability, cost or expense arising from the negli9ence, brea�h 

of dutya or·a wrongful misconduct of their respective e.rt",ployees, 

servants or agents resulting from the performance of this 

agreement, subject to all statutory immunities and limitations 

upon damage awards applicable to the State Gaming Control Board 

and Nevada Gaming Corrlll',iss ion pursuant to the provisions of 

Nevada law. Nev. Rev. Stat. §§41.031-.039 (1985). In any

action cornmenc�d against the TRIBE in respoct to which 

indemnity may be sought against NEVADA, the TRIBE shall 

7.
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promptly  notify  NEVADA  in writing  and  NEVADA  shall a:uw-,,:a  defense 

thereof,  including  the employment of counsel  selected  by  the Attorney 

Gen eral  of Nevada, the payment   of all costQ  and expense�,     and the right 

to negotiate  a nd consent  to settlement.   Upon  reasonable 

deter :ninatior. made by the  TRI3E, the  TRIBE shall  have the 

�ight to snploy separate  coun5el  in any such action   and to 

participate  in  the defense thereof, at the  ?RIBE's  sole  cost.and  

expense. NEVADA shall  not be liable for  

-a.ny settlement of any such  act:i.on affected without its consent, 

but if   settled w-ith NEVADA• s consent, or if there 1:)e   a. final 

judgment for the claimant in any such action,: NEVADA agrees to 

indemnify and save harmless the TRIBE from and against any loss 

o:r liability by reason of  such settlement or judgment toa  the 

extent   provided by this Paragraph ll, The provis.;ns of this 

Paragraph 11 sha:U survive the  termination of this 

Intergovernmental Agraer.\ent only as  to matters arising prior to 

the termination  of this  Agreement. 

12.   Taxation of Gaming By the TRIBE.  The TRIBE shall

adopt.  a system of  taxation  within  the Fort Mojave  Prope:i:ty  that is  

at least as  stringent  as  the   system  of  taxation  adopted  �y  NEVADA   

and imposed  upon licensees  and operators  of slot machine r  outes  

pursuant to Chapter 463 of Nevada Revised  Statutes  as it now   exist s  

or may .· hereafter    be  amended.   Notwithstandin9   the foregoing, the 

'I'RIBE  reserves    unto itself   the  full  right   to adopt   and impose . a  

scheme  of t.e.xation  relating  to  the Fort  Mojave l?roperty   which 

is diffe::ent,   separate,  and  clistinct from    

s.
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these taxes specified in Chapter 463 of Nevada Revised 

Statutes. 

13. Ge:-ie�al Conditions. The following conditions shall 

be applicable thro,;,gho 1.1t the term of this Int.ei:9overn.mental 

 A. Notices.   Unless otherl;{ise    inciicated 

differently,  all notices, payments, requests, reports, 

information   or demand  which any  party hereto may  d esire  or  may  be 

required to give to the other party hereto, !ihall be in 

writing  and shall be person;;illy delivered or sent by telegram 

or first class certiried or registered United States Mail, 

postage   prepaid,  return  receipt requested,   and  sent  to   the 

other   party  a t  its. address   appearing   below or  such  

other address    as  any  party  shall hereinafter   inform   the  other  

party hereto  by written notice  given as aforesaid: 

If to NEVA:)A: Chairman, State Gaming Control Board 
1150 E. William St4eet 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 

� with a copy to -

Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Gaming Division 
4220 s. Maryland Parkway
Building 0 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89158 

If to the TRIBE: Chairperson, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe 
SOO Merriman 
�eeoies, California 92363 

- with a copy to -

ihomas w. Fredericks, Esq. 
Fredericks � Pelcyqer
Canyon Center 
1881 9th Street, Suite 216 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 

9.
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All notices, pay�ents, requests, reports, information, or 

demand so given shall be deemed effective 1,£pon receipt. or it 

rnailad upon recei�t or the expiration of the third �ay 

following the day of mailing I whichever occurs first, except 

i:nat. any noi::.1ce o:;: cnange oz: ad.aress shall be ef feetive only 

U?On recei�t by the party to whom said notice is addressed. 

B. Modification in Writing. This Intergovernmental

Agreement is the entire agreerr,:;nt between the parties · and 

supersedes all prior agreements �hether written or oral, with· 

respect to the subject matter hereof. Neither this 

Intergovernmental .ll.greement nor any provision herein may be 

changed, waived, discharged, or terminated orally, but only by 

an instrument in writing adopted and approved in accordance 

with NRS 277.080-277.lSO, inclusive. 

c. Counterparts. This !ntergovernmental Agreement 

may be executed by the parties hereto in any nu.:mber of sapa�ate 

counterparts with the same effect as if the signatures hereto 

and hereby were upon the sa.me instrument. All such· 

counterparts shall together constitute but one ·and the same 

documents. 

D. Assignment of Inter_governrnental Agreement Bye

�EVADA or the TRIBE• NEVADA and/ or the TRIBE may not assign 

any of its respective right, title, or interest in this 

Intergovernmental Agreement, nor rnay NEVADA e.nd/or the!! TRIBE 

d.elega.te any of its, respective obligations and duties under 

this Intergovernmental Agreement, except as expressly provided 

10.
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herein. Any attempte� aGsignment or aalegation in 

contravention of the foregoing shall be null and void. 

E. Governing Law. This Agreement is, in all 

res�ects, fo be gc�erned by the laws of the State of Nevada, 

!ntergovernmen�al Agreement, such action shall be corrimenced ande

maintained in the District Court of Nevaca, 

F.e Invalid Pro vi sior.s. If any clause, provi�ior.,e

or section of this Agreement shall be r�lad invalid or 

unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 

holding shall not invalidat� or render unenforceable any of thee_e
remaining provisions� 

G. No Joint Enterpriee. By the eKecution or 

performance hereof, no relationship of co-partnership or joint 

venturer or other joint enterprise shall be deemed to be new or 

hereafter created between NEVAD� and the TRIBE. 

IN WI'l'NESS WHEREOF the part.iea hereto have caused this 

Intergovernmental l-.greement to be executed as o:f the day and 

year first above w�itten. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:. THE STATE OF NEVADA 

By�/4lt:�....... -=--��-������-�- ____..._
BRIAN HcKAY J F. 0e ::-r--

1 REIL Y, airman 
Attorney General N da -�'" Commission 

By�,W..1cftUtA)
D�REASER an 
Chief Deputy Attorney 

G,meral
Gaming Division 

ll.



THE FORT MOJAVE INDIAN TRIBE 

BY __________ _ 
Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

ATTEST: 

Mgr,

Tribe 

12. 



EXHIBIT A. 

Legal description of that portion of the Fort Mojave Indian Reservation that lies 
in the State of Nevaea, 

Commencing at the brass cap monument that marks corner 9 of the Old Military 
Reservation, marked "US GENERAL LAND OFFICE SURVEY-19928-CCR 9-
FMIR" and lies in the Southwest one quarter of the Southeast one quarter of Section 17 Township 
33, South, Range 66 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, the True Point of Beginning. 

Thence, S 33 °08'28" W- 14,063.94 feet along the Northwesterly boundary of the Fort 
Mojave Indian Reservation to a point on the Nevada/California border, 

Thence, S 45o31'00"E- 8,849.90 feet along the Nevada/California" border; 

Thence, S 56051'52"E- approximately 5,896 feet along the Southwesterly 
boundary of t�e Fort Mojave Indian Reservation to a point on the Right Bank of the 
Colorado River; 

Thence, Northeastward along said Right Bank to a point from which the 
aforementioned Corner 9 Monument bears N 56 °5l'52"W; 

Thence, N 56�51'52"W- approximately 10,982 feet along the Northeasterly 
bbundary of the Fort Mojave Indian Reservation to the aforementioned Corner 9 
Monument, the True Point of Beginning. 

All within Clark County in the State of Nevada and containing 3,810 acres more or 
less, 
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