Tribal Government Setvices

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement

MU e (981
Me. Eric Thotnas
Narragansett Tribe of indlans
Route 2
Charlestown, Rhode Island 02313

Dear Mr. Thomam

It was a pleasure for the Federal Acknowledgment staff to meet with you,

Ella Thomas and Ethel "Sis” Brown on December 22, 1930, and to dlscuss the
problems you have encountered in preparing Ancestry and Individual History
Charts and in completing the current membership list for the Narragansett Tribe.

It appears that Ancestry Charts have been furnished for all of the major
Narragansett family lines. Therefore, it will not be necessary to provide
Ancestry Charts for tribal members who can establish ellgibility for enroliment
through one of the major family lines. For those members who cannot establish
eligibility through one of the major family lines, however, it will be necessary
to provide Ancestry Charts.

As we discussed, though many Narragansett tribal members can trace their Indian
ancestry through several family lines, it will only be necessary for Federal
acknowledgmaent purposes for you to trace and document an individual's Indlan
ancestry back to the detribalization rolls through one family line. It should

be your decision as to which-family line you will trace and document for the
individual trital members.

it is extremely Important that the Individual History Charts for all adults and

for minors not living with thelr parents be compieted to the fullest extent
possible. They are, as we told you, our way of tying the familles together and
tracing them jeneration by generation back to one ancestor on the detribalization
rolls. Separate Individual History Charts are not necessary for minors living

with their par=nts,

We have now had an opportunity to check the documents you left with us more
thoroughly ar«i have found we still need the following:

L For Alberta Stanton Wilcox, we need a document to show her father was
Albert Stanton, 5., and @ document to show that Albert Stanjon, Sr., was the
son of Coria Dalsy Thomas Stanton, - Aed 3-3/~ Pl —

2. For George Rupert Watson, we need a document to show his mother was
Mary E. M.chel and a document to show that Mary E. Mi wmdaught&r‘ 2§ s
Brister Michel, 12 -25/- 1o = Aot iés

3 For‘ Ruisell N. Noka, Jr., ve need a document to show that Russell N. Noka, Sr.,
is his father. pe L 3-3/-8/ ez’
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As you know, documents which may contain the needed information include
birth, baptismal, marrlage and death certificatiés. The same type of documents
you submitted to establish your refationship to Benjamin F. Thomas would

be sufficient 1o prove this relationship for the three lines requested above.

We would appieciate having the mailing lists which you indicated you could
furnish as soan as possible. They will give us some Indication of your previous
membership.

We aldo need the complete roll containing the names of the remalining tribal
members and we would appreciate your using the same lormat with the same
information a1 was used for the list which appears on pages 191 through 213
of Yolume 1 of your petition.

It is not necesuary for you to send documents (birth certificates, death certiti-
cates, etc.) for any of the remalning tribal members at this time, We will,
however, in all probability request this type of documentation for some of the
remalning tribal members at a later date.

The names of the council members elected on September 6, 1930, have been placed
in the Narragansett petition file.

As we mentloned to you, in a December 13, 1980, opinion, the Acting Assoclate
Solicitor detenmnined that the membership list submitted before a decision

has been made concerning a petitioning group may become the base roll of the
group, and the membership criteria in force at that time may atfect the group
for some time o come. That portion of the opinion concerning the base roll

is in line with cur policy letter of May 16, 1979, which you have. Therefore,
every effort should be made to include the names of all current tribal members
on the list you are now preparing.

i you have any questions, please call us,
Sincerely,
PATRICK A. HAYES

Chief, Division of Tribat
Government Services

cc: George R. 'Vatson, Chief Sachem
Ethel "Sis" Brown, Council Member
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