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", WASHINGTON 
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SEP 29,1997 

, Memor~ndum' 

,To: ' ~\ssistant Secretary I Indian 

From: Secret<;l 

BUREAl' 3' INDIAN AFf~IRS 
OFFICl m TRIBAL C)ERV1CES 

NASH1NGTON, 0(, , , 

Subject: 'PE~t:Ltion for Federal Acknowledgment of Ramapough Mountain 
I~i~s " 

As you know,.' on July 18, 1997, the Interio,r Board of Indian Appeals 
affirmed your ,final determination not to acknowledge a government-' 
to-goverriment relationship', with the Ramapough Mountain Indians, 
Inc. 31 IE IF. 61. In' the- course of its decision, the Board also 
referred tl::me,' pursuant to 25 C. F. R. § 83.11 (f) (2) , . four other 
matters for ;!l determinati,on whether-they provide any' basis for 
reconsideration. See, ,31 IBlA, at . 82-85. The appliqable 
,regulationf;give ,me no ultimate decisionmaking power; they vest'me 
only with "discretion to, request that the Assistant Secretary 
reconsider 'the final det,ermination on [the] grounds" identified by 
the Board. 25 C.F.R. § 83.11(f) (2). ' 

The applicclble regulations' also give the petitioner arid other 
interested parties 30 days from the date of the IBIA decision 'in 
which to cc,mment, and give me 60 days from the receipt of these 
comments t;::l decide whether to request reconsideration. .IQ.. at 
(f) (4) and (!5). The petitioner has filed comments within the 

,thirty day pe:r:'iod, requesting my direct p'eJ;sonal consideration and 
asking me t:o c::onvene an' independent panel of experts to review the 
matters. " , 

.,' . 
'In ~y judgm,Emt. the petition,ers have not demonstrated any reas:on,£9~' 

'. me to invC?bt;~ myself directly in this process, or to ~reat'~' any' new 
process (such as an independent:; 'pa~elof experts) outside t:he scope 

'qf the appl"i,c'ablere.gulations.', In: your Office I before the IBlA" 
':and in t'he fEic~eral courts, petitioners:"hav~ ~ad andw,fll'havean:tple": 
opportunity' ,t.o , 'make their case. ", The' Department I s regUlations: 

, . - eXhaustiyejLy identify', '~6th" 'p~ocedu~es ',t¢.be ' foll~wed . a,!ld" ,th~' '\ . 
substantivt! isspes to be addressed', iri' responding to petitions,for" 
acknowledgment'. My role in tna't process i~ very periph!=ral;to 
enlarge that: role as petitioners want is inconsistent with tl1e, 
regulationB and not warranted on·this ,reco:rd. 

Most of the:' ':i~3s~es identifiedby.'.tpe ,I~IA r~late to the proc~~s"~by ", 
, which your'Offi-ce reached ,its "decision~' , Ano~her' 'askef>,-·t6jr'; 
, ,examinatiori',9.1:ld possib~e 'cl~~~'f~cat~on ;o~' C\ur'llapp~,~en,t:".di~scr~p~ri~Y,-~,,?~:,':,. 

between thE! proposed" fl.nding and the final 'det,erml.nation;' 'Rat:~er' , \ 
. than allowing your determinati~n,to ,become fin'al without" direct~y,', ' ' 

. '" 

,; 
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" 

, ., 

" , 

addre'ssin,3.' th~se {ssuesr'I beli:eve" ~'h.~' "bette£ c'ourse 
be' give;n' the~' oppop,tili,i~ty',:to'a,ddress.', them', di,rectly ." 

'. , 

, , 
-: \ 

The~efore, without in' anY<way· passing on the me'rit~ of ,the further 
l.ssues ide;Ilt:i~ied' bytheIBIA, I hereby request you, to' address 
those issues and, ';$.n'accoraan~e with the applicable regulations, 
'issue a "X't!c(msidered determination" on them within' 120 days of the 
lElA decision. 2S.C~F.R~ :83.11'(g)'.' " , 
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