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Tribal Govermment Services—AR S

Mr. Kirby terret N,
Star Route, Bex 95-A
Golden Meadosr, Louisiana 70357

Dear Mr. Vornret:

This is Iin respouse to am April 8th meeting with your representatives,
Ms. Arlinda Locklear aend Dr. Jack Cempisi, regarding their request for
clarificatior of deficiencies and/or omisaions found in the Houma petition
for Federsl ackmowledgment. This letter will describe potential problem
areas in the Houma petition materials more thoroughly and will replace our
original letter of December 12, 1986. Acknowledgment staff members will
contect ycur resesrchers to discuss the contents of this letter in an
attempt tc¢ clarify any lingering questions. Copies of this letter are
being provided to Ma. Locklear and Dr. Cempisi in preparation for their
forthcoaing trip to Houma.

25 CFR 83.7(b). The description of the contemporary Houma comsunity is
limited. Your representatives indicated at our meeting that considerably
more information is pow available oconcerning the contemporary Houma
cosmmumity. Cur questions are directed at understsnding both the social
organizatiaa of the local settlement aresas and the aspects of social
organization that encompass or function between them.

The petition narrative describes the present—-desy Houme in geceral, but does
not describle the local settlements in eny detail. We recognize that the
sire and distribution of the Houma population, together with the nature of
the geography, prevent each gsettlement from being described in detail. We
will, however, need a summary description of each settlement to provide a
fromework, together with a more detailed description of a representative
“crosg—gection” of setilements. The summary description should include an
idea of hcw the commumnity evolved and how the scttlements vary in terms of
characteristics such as size, settlement pattern and economic base. The
number of settlemants is not clear from the petition. The narrative (p.
133) states that there are seven settlementa in Terrebonne and LaFourche
parishes. The Houma constitution states ip Article IX that there are four
commmities aend in Article IV that there are five communities. The
introductory page of the petition oemes pine settlements where Houmas are
concentrated. You may wish to ioclude a discussiocu of how "settlement® is
defined by the researcher and by the Houma, in different inatences.
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Regarding cohesion between and within settlement areas, it is not possible,
or appropriaste, to provide a detailed snd precise model of the research
required, since we are not familiar with the cese in sufficient detmil to
anticipete what problems or modifications might be reguired in the course
of research, Please feel frec to consult further with the Acknowledgment
ataff regarding this subject.

It is important for us to understand the socisl organization of the local
sattlemants, and essential to have a more adequate description of how the
local setilements interrelate with each other s well as with the cemtral
organizetion, Wo recommend a detailed ethnogrephic report, based on
interview and observation of & reasonable cross-section of settlements and
familiesa. A description of the kinds and distribution of interactions ias
eppropriate, but it does not appesr that an exhaustive listing and analysis
of all fumilies and their interactiom with all femilies is necessary. The
approech our researcher suggested of utilizing the degree of knowledge
about pertions elsewhere in the group as an indicator of the existence of
social re:aiiouskips and the occurrence of social interaction could be used
as part of or in supplement to the above. Your reseercher has also
suggested the use of a schemetic representation of the genealogical
relationshipe underlying this sccial intersction in order to demonstrate
the breadlh of interaction asnd relationships, umsing the field data for more
intensive investigation of selacted portions. To rest the conclusions
sbout wmocial cohesion solely on such data would not present the strongest
case, but such data may provide important supporting evidence which broadly
covers Hounm society.

As part of ¢r in addition to the information requested above concerning the
various settlements and the relationships which link them together, it
would be extremely useful to have & more detailed description than has bsen
presented concerning certein aspects of the social organigation of the
contemporary Houma. Please provide s description of, or more detail asbout,
any communal endesvors, cooperative activities or events among the Houwa.
For exemple, if there are any predominently Indian chunches, celebrations
or gatherings (beyend individual kinship groups), please describe them.
Are there any social or religious distinctions or fections within the
group, other then geogrephical? Plesase include information sbout any
inter- and lintra-community celebrations, homecomings or other sociel
occasions for maintaeiving aeocial relationships, If the group has any
customs or culturel practices which distinguish them from surrounding
non—Houma populations, plesse describe them.

The kinds of informetion requested ere not a requirement that the Houma
bave ell of the items sugfested, but rather an inquiry regarding whether
they exiast snd a request that if they do exist that they be described, in
order that we have as detailed and complete a description of the modern
community as possible. These requests should not be construed to be a
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requirement for having formael organization nor should a description of
unformalized patterns of social relationships be omitted if they are
significant.

A brief description of the pature, size and contacts of the Houma
population living eway from the howme arca, ¢.g, residents of New Orleans,
Chicage or other parta of the country should be provided, to complete the
description of the modern community. This should include an estimate of
aize relative to the resident population.

256 CFR 83.7/¢) The petition indicates that during the life of Rosalie
Courtesux, the Houma were unified, but after her death the various
gettlements had their own political processes and leaders, whether formsl
or informel. To have as complete a picture of this historical period as
possible, please provide whatever additional evidence is possible sbout
tribal politicel process within local areas in the past. The deseription
of the present—day political system should include a better description of
local political process as as well as compunity-wide, This may include e
description of how the organized government under the constitution
functions, 8¢ well as more informal aspects of centralized politicel

functioning. Please describe in more detail how the political system in
the local settlements integrates these pettlements with the centralized
political body. Please describe how local representatives to the council

are selected,

The description snd evidence of exercise of tribal political authority need
pot be and should not be limited to formal organization or the actions of
explicitly designated chiefs or other leaders. Informal leaders should
alsc be described as fully as possible. While direct evidence of actual
political process is ideal, community conditions or actions which you
believe result from the exercise of political authority are also
appropriate and useful evidence (e.g. coordinated actions, meintenance of
consensus ax nporms, etc.). You may alsc wish to include evidence, if
availeble, »f a strongly cohesive and socially distinct comsunity in
discussing the context of the evidence of tribal politicel suthority.
while indirect, supporting evidence may be used, it is essential to provide
as much direct evidence of political process for current and historic
periods as poasible.

25 CFR 83.7(e) Submitted with the documented petition was an address list
showing @ foftal of 2,718 sembers. We had anticipated that the membership
would bs substentially larger. In the materials submitted, there were some
individuals with essigned mumbers into the 6,000’s. Apparently the address
list does mnot include all members of the group, The regulations require
that a group submit a list of all konown current members of the group (25

CFR 83.7(ej}.. Children who are considered members of the group should be
included in the group’s membership roll. Please furnish us with a list of
all ourrent members. This list should include the following for each
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member: 1. full pame of the member; 2. complete residentisl sddress; 3.
the essigned identification mmber given to the member on the Individual
History Chart submitted with the petition; and 4. complete date of birth
or 8t least year of birth. This list should be certified by the governming
body of the group. We cennot overemphisize the importance of submitting a
complete membership roll, If recognized, the liat submitted for
acknowledgment purposes will became the group’s bmse roll for Bureau
purposes aud, as such, will be binding on the group for some time to come
except for minor corrections. Other questions sre as follows:

1. According to the membership criteris,”a person must posseas 1/8
or wmore Houma blood. We would like to know how this bloed degres ie
compuited.

2. The Counstitution snd By-laws state that the mesbership consists
of all persons officially registered as Houma Indians at the time of the
ratification of the Constitution, Is there a list of these people? If
80, please provide a photocopy of the list. How does a person become
officially registered as a Houma Indian?

3. By-lows, Article III, Section 2(B) state that "en application for
mewbership shall be detsrmined by mambership guidelines that have beem
established by resolution of the United Houwa Nation Tribal Council.™
Please provide copies of any guidelinea that have been adopted.
Photocopies of the formal resclutions should be submitted. If you have a
list of persous voting, please provide & copy.

4. Flease provide photocopies of any former rolls of the United
Houma Natior, Inc., that may sxist.

5. The Constitution, Article II, states "jurisdictior shall extend
to any perish."” Is membership limited only to residents of Louisiana who
meet the membership criteria?

6. It would be helpful to have copies of the governing documents of
both the Houma Tribe, Inc., and the Houmae Alliance, Inc., the predecessar
organizations of the United Houma Nation. If the governing documents do
not etate what the mesbership criteria waa for these orgenizations, could
you plesse provide a statement of each orgenization’s membership criteris
if it is known. Please submit photocopies of all membership rolls that
are in existsnce for the former organizations.

7. If at all possible, in addition to the wbove documents, we would
appreciate one more copy of all the genealogical material such as
Individusl History Charts and Ancestry Charts.

We realize that our review will require more research on the part of your
droup but it will grestly facilitaete our evaluation of your petition when
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your  group is placed on active consideration. The Branch of
Acknowledgment is not responsible for the actual research on behalf of the
petitioner (25 CFR 83.6(d)). Once active consideration begins it may be
necessary to ask for additional information. If you have any questions,
please contact Lynn McMillion, Branch of Acknowledgment and Research, Mail
Stop 32-S13, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 1951 Constitution Avenue N.¥W.,
Washington, D.C. 20245 or call Area Code (202) 343-3568.

Sincerely,
R E Elbed

Deputy to the Assistant Secretary -
Indian Affairs (Tribal Services)

cc: Helen Girdrat

Governor Edwin W. Edwards

Attorney General William J. Guste

Senator hussell B. Long

Senator J. Bennett Johnston

Congressmar: John B. Breaux

Congressmar. Billy Tauzin

Diana Williamson, Governor’s Commission
on Indian Affairs

Jeanette A. Campos,
Institute for Indian Development

Cindy D.Arcy, Friends Commission on
National Legislation and Indian Affairs

Billie D. Ott, Eastern Area Office

Arlinda Locklear, NARF

Jack Campisi

Fred Benton, Jr.

bec:  Surname:Chron:400:440RF: 4408
Holdup:BThompson: pas: 05-22-87: 1trhouma
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