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Mr. Rirby Verret
Star Route, Box 95-A
Golden Me:dow, Louisiana 70357

Dear Kr. Verret:

In accordance with section 25 <CFR 83.%9(bj, the Bureau of Indian Affairs
Branch of hcknowledgement and Research has reviewed the documented petition
for ackncowledgment submitted by the United Houma Nation for any obvious
deficiencies and significant omrissions. While the petition narrative and
the docusentation 1in general are well compiled, there are some areas which
you may wish to strengthen with additicnal research and documentation. In
some case&s the evidence submitted appears to be contradictory. Additional
research and documentation would assist us in our evaluation. The
following comments and questions are arranged according to the criteria
which must be fulfilled bkefore a group can be acknowledged as an Indian

tribe.

25 CFR £3.7(a) Severail documents in the petition suggest that the grcup
may not be a tribe and that the group's membership may not be Yndian, If
possible, please clarify these differences. For example, Dalt ¥enk, a
soclal scientist, in 1975 said regarding intermarriage that it "le=ft the
fact of [their] bsing Indians [but] destroyed in the sense of tribe.” He

alsc saié  that the "Houmas were not Indians in any recogaizable way"
{Exhibit 53). Also, Jan Curry stated that Rosalie Courteaux was “the last
leader of what was then a tribe" (Exhibit 60).

25 CFR 8i.7{b) The petition could provide a more comprehensive description
of the contemporary Rouma comminity. Ip preparing such a description. the
researcher should refer to the guidelines we provided and should keep in
mind the «definition of community in 25 CPR B83.1(o). Evidence should be
provided of any communal endeavors, cooperative activities, institutisns.
and/or events which currently provide for community cohesion amoeng the
fiouma . For example, if vyou have any predominantly Indian churches or
annual celebrations, please describe them. Are there any scclal or
geographical. subdivisions within your group? Also if your group has any
distinctive customs, it would assist us if you would describe them. Please
include information about both inter—- and intra-community celebratiouns.
homecomings or other mechanisms for maintaining and/er renewing social
relationships. It is apparent that there are many settlements where your
members reside but it is not clear how these various individuals or groups
of individuals maintain broader relations between sebtlements.
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25 CFR 63.7{¢} 1t is important that the petitioner dewonstrate tribal
political intluence over its wmembers throughout history. The petition
presents evidence o¢f a certain level ot social integration between the
warious Houma ecettlenents. Describe the process used by the informail
leaders of each community to politically integrate the community. Could
you please describe 1n nore detail how  the governument in the villages
relate to the group’s centralized goveranment botlh in the past and the
present.

In 1941, the anthropologist Frank Speck peointed out the “non~integration of
the Houwa as a tribe, without teadmen and council," and preferred to
describe them as a '"distended consanguineous family"” rather than an
integrated tribe. While Speck also stated that a "means was open by which
to recognize and deal with thes¢ people as a unit”™ (i.e. theilr kinship
bonds), he did not describe the existence of a Houma political system,
based on kinship, governing the entire grouwp {(Petition p. €2). In addition
when a Houma delegation wet with Congresswan Martin in 1922. people lookad
to Jean Baptiste Parfait, the local leader at Dulac~Grand Caillon, to be
the principal leader but he declined the role since he 4id not see hisself
as & spokesman for all of the Houmas, and apparently there was no one eise
who  could be viewed as such. The petition states (p. 141) that pelitical
laadership was customarily thrust vpon the lecal sctitlement leaders and was
thus “more an obligation than an honor." Hovever, a 1942 article described
Jean VYicteor Naquin as  the ‘Yself-appuinted payor”™ of Isle Jean Charles
(E¥hibit  51) . ¥ould you please explain these inconsistencies. and please
provide ws with @ list of leaders with their datez of leadership for each
aettlement and the group as whole for an far pack as pussible,

2% CFR  t3.7{2) Submitted with the documented petition was an address list
shovwing = tetal of 2,718 wembers. e had anticipated that the mewbers
would be substantially larger. In the materialz gubmitted. there were some
individuals w#ith assignad puwbers into the 6,00CG's. Apparently the address
ligr does wnot include all aembere of the group. The regulations require
that 4 c<roup submit a list of all known current members of the group (2%

CFK R3.7ei). Children who are considered members of the group should be
included 1 the group's membership roll. Please furnish us with a list of
@il  curren: wmembers. This 1list should 1in<clude the following rorvr each

member: 1. full name of the member; 2. complete residential address; 3. the
assigned identification number given to the member on the Individual
History Chart submitted with the petition; and 4. complete date ¢of birth or
at least vyear of birth. This list should be certified by the governing
budy of the group. We cannot overemphasize the importance of submitting a
complete wekbership roll. If recogunized, the 1list submitted for
acknowledgment purposes will become the group's base roll for Bureau
purposes and, as such, will be binding on the group for some time to come
except tor wminor corrections. Other questions are as follows:

1. Accoréing tou the membership criteria, a person must possess 1/8 or more
Houma blood. We would like to know, how this blood degree iz computed?
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2. The <(omstitution and By-lavws atate that the membership consists of all

persars  officially registersd ar Houma Indiansg  at

the time of the

ratitication of the Constitution., Ix there 3 ligt of these people? If
s0.  pluase provide a photocopy of the list., How does a persos become

offlvially registered as a2 Houma Indian?

3. bBy-laws, Article [IT. Section 2{B) =states Lthat “ap application for
membership shall e determined by mewmbership guidelines that have been
establivhed by vesolution of the United Houma Ration Tribal Council.®

Please vyprovide copies of any guidelinee that have

Photocopiss of the formal resclutions should be submitted.

a list of persons voting, please provide a copy.

adepted.

It you have

4. Please provide any photocopies of apny former rolls of the United Houma

Nation, Inc., that may exist.

$. The Comstitution, Axticle IT, states "juriediction =hall extend to any
parish.” 1s membership limited only to residsnts of Louwisiana whoe meet

the mentership criteria?

the Houma Tribe., Ibc.. and the Houms Alliance Inc.,

. {t ";."\:uld }‘)Q hi‘.Ll)ful to have (’x;pieg Ot Lha 'J“.'W‘L-’?L‘ninv; du\_'hmants ox bUtb
the predecessor

orgapizations of ihe United Howsa Nation, If the governing documenis
do not state what the membership criteria was for these wrganizations

sould  you  please provide a statement of each ovganization’s maepbership
oriteria i3 it dis knevn. Pleass subwitb phetocoples of all wembier<ship

folls that are in existence for the former srganitabions.

T.olt oat  all possible,.  lu addition fo the above documents

we wWould

apprectate  gne more copy of  all  the gunwalogical wmaterial such as

Indiviiual History Charts and  Auwcestry <(harts, if
aviilavie wembership tolls for the former orgahizations,

appreciate photocopies of them.

there arse auy

We Fould

We realizs  that ouwr review will require more rescarch on the part of your
group but it would greatly facilitate cur evaluation of your petition when
yeur  group is placed on active considsration. The Branch of Ackuowledgnent
is not ruegponsikle for the actual research on behalf of the petitinner (2%

CFR 83.6{d)}, Cnee active consideration beging ve may ask for additional
information. If you bave any questions, please contact Lynn McMillion,

Branch of Acknovliedgment and Research, #ail Stop 32-SIB, Bureau of Indian
Afairs, 951 Constitution Avenue N.¥W., Washington. bL.C. 20245 or call Erea

Code

3133568,
sincerely.
Lé;;¢/ vaﬁé EZ? Eggazyz'

Acting

Jeputy to the Assistant Secretary -
lndian Affairs (Tribkal Services!
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cc: ‘Helen Gindirat
Governor Edwin W, Edwards
Attorney Gonsral William J. Guste
Sen. Russe. 1l B. Long
“Sean. J. Beunstt Johnston
Cong. John B. Breaux
+Cong. Billy 'Tauzin
*Diana Williamson, Governor's Commission on Indian Affairs
“Jeanette A. Campos, Institute for Indian Development
Cindy D.Arcy, Friends Comm. on National Legis. and Indian Affairs
Billie D. Ot:. Kastern Atea Qffice
Arlina Locklear, NARF
Jack Campisi
Fred Bentor., Jr.

c@hrou :400:440RF : 440B:
Holdup:LDuffield;12/09/86:Verret
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