
Lantern Hill ;wservation 
H.F.D., No.7, Box 91:-1 
Ledyard. C :mnecti cut 

06339 

IUIJIAHS 

Assistant ;)8Gretary; In~ian Affairs 
DeDartment of the Interior 
18th and C streets N.W. 
yiashington, :~.C. 2(2L:5 

Dear Assistant Secretary; 

231 

We, the Eastern Pequot Indians of Connecticut, do petition an acknO':I

ledgement that W2 exist as a tribal entity eligible for services from 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

We, the Eastern Pequot Indians of Connecticut are the direct lineal 

descendants of the Pequot Nation, whoie reservation; the Eastern Pequot 
reservation, established in 168) was and has been for many hundreds of 

years locat.ed in North Stonington, Cormecticut. Our Pequot ancestors 
have lived on this reservation for centuries and it is our present 
home. Th2 Eastern Pequot tribal family derives from our great, great, 
ancestor, '1~clll1er Brushel. Tamer's mother and father lived on the Pequot 

reservaticn in the late seventeen hundreds and Tamer was born on thE: 

reservatiNl" In 18h8 Tamer Brushel married Emanuel Sebastian ... 

Throughout their history the Pequot Indians and many other i~eVl England 
tribes were subjected to a cultural, social, and political evolution. 

This complex evolution was engendered by the invasion of the American 

settlers. 'The Pequot Indians were split-up and forced to move to othel 

areas to protect their tribal families, homes, lands, and to su,.,tain 

survival.. The major resource for Pequot existence was their natural 

environmc:1t; the land. 
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'l'he Pequot Indians were known to be great and fierce ';r8Triol's and 

traditionally shaved one side or both sides of tho head. ~hey were 
also great hunters, farmers, fishsrmen, and baskc)t-weavRL:: and lived 

in dwellings made out of what they could attain from the land such as; 

wood, animal skins, bark and leaves. 

'rho Pequot Indians he] c; tribal mcetincs throughout thf; seasons, but 

re 1 ig lous~i_y gathered on the forth Sunday of each mon-ch. f:.. t the tr-: bal 

rr:eetinps 'chey would r;~aJ,( decisions regardin~l; tribal funds, lands, and 

the overSB2rs. ~hey ~ould also celebrate their cultural traditions. 

~omt.tine::i the meetinr '::er'o held at a nJace on the reservation ca11ed 

Lake .swamp I "lhich vias Ii};:!::; a beautiful island f but had quich:sand in 

some Darts, and conperhead snakes. ~here was also a saw-rig on the 

reservaticn that the tribe utilized to cut trees for ouilding dVicllings, 

making firE'S, and selling. Tribal decisions were made by uetitioning. 

'1.'he Pequot Indians attended an annual August meeting held by the 

I~ arrap;anSSE: l~t lnu ians. fl. t the se gatherings both tribes discussed 

similiar tribal concerns and celebrated their cultural traditions of 

tl~ibal nravers, music and dancing, and sk,illful games. In a()<ii tion 

to the annual August meetin~ there were close blood-bonds between tlle 

Pequots and the Narraganssctts; as there were inter-marriagos. 

Historically, documentary accounts of the Eastern Pequot Indians 

'dere made i\'om the early eighteen hundreds to the early nineteen 

hundred s. ~:hese accounts, listed as court records, were written by 

overseers, w~o were aDDoin~ed by the courts. Gilbert Billings, over

SGer of thE Eastern Pequot Indians :from 1889 to It:91 rc:cord~) Tamer 

Sebastian (\;; an Eastern Pequot Tribal Dlember and reccivinr; {;OOd3 from 

-Lhe Eastern Pequot Indian Tribal F'unds. 
~- ( Exhibi t ,A····Overseer· s Annual Account--Gil bert BilLings J 

Chat P. Chirman, overseer of the Eastern Pequot Indians from 186f3 to 

= flU) rec or<13 1-o.ry E . Watson Sebastian and Calvin Sebastian as Easter~~ 

Pl'quot Indian Tribal Members and as receivinr good,s from the Eastern 

Pequot Indian Tribal Funds. 
;;'" Exhibit ]3-- Overseer's Annual ACCol .. -I~--Chat P. Chipman) 
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Silas Cheseborough, overseer of the Eastern Pequot Indians. from 

23 

1827 to 1331 documents in the court records that Tamer Brushel 
Sebastian, her father 1.:oses Brushel, and her brother, John Brushel, 
and other relatives as living on the Eastern Pequot Indian Reserva
tion and receiving goods from the Eastern Pequot Indian 'l'riba1 Funds. 
X Exhibit C·--Overseer's Annual Account--Silas (;hesebor()ugh ) 

'rhe artiel(? ·'Pequot-Nehantic Indians'" from the Old Mystic Colonial 
J.JUseum, 'Works of Eva Butler ... • records Tamer Brushell as an expert 

basket-maker. This article also records Lina Tamer Sebastian, 

widow of Calvin "filliams, and the daughter of 'I'amer and Emmanuel 

Sebastian; as the last of the old basket makers who lived on the 
reservation. 
{;. ( Exhibit D-- 'l'he aricle, "'Pequot-Nehantic Indians) 

other well-·known Pequot Indian names such as Abner, Shelly, Skesuck, 
Ned, and Shunctouk; listed in the records of the overseer Silas 

Cheseborough (1827-1d)l) anpear in the works of Eva Butler, who 

has docume::lted early research about tue Pequot Indians. 
*( Exhibit C--Overseer's Annual Account--Silas Cheseborough) 
*( Exhibit D-- The article, "Pequot-Nehantic Indians) 

Presently, the Eastern Pequot Indian rfribe consists of the lineal 

descendantG :Jf our great, great ancestor, Tamer Brushel Sebastian. 

'I'hese descen.dants are living on the same Eastern Pequot Indian Heser
\Tation, wh3.ch was established in 1683. (fhe reservation is still quite 

beautiful; although there are swampy areas and copperhead snakes. The 
Eastern Pecuot tribal members who are now living on the reservation are. 

John L. Sebastian, Ann Sebastian Carpenter, Josephine Sebastian Winn, 

Benjamin H, Sebastian, Idabe11e Sebastian Jordan, Lillian Sebastian, 

Arthur Sebastian, Lawrence Sebastian, and Roy Sebastian Jr. These 
tribal meml:€!rs have resided on the Eastern Pequot Indian heservation 

between the years of 1930 and the present date. 
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The Eastern Pequot tribal members live by a variety ~l occurat~ons) 

yet still remain to be great warriors. fishermen. hunters. anci farr:lCrs, 

Descendants of our great ancestors, who carry the bJ ood of both ttlO 

Pequot and l~arraganssett Indian are nresently members {)f the Ea:=:;tern 

Pequot Indian Tribe. 

h.onthly meetings of the Eastern Pequot Indian Board of Lirect1rs are 

held at the homes of each Board rnember,which includes the reservation, 

to discuE:3 tribal concerns such as; lands, funds, the Connecticut 

Indian Af:airs Council, and the 0epartrnent of ~nvironmentaL L~o~ection, 

Annual tr:_"tJal meetings are held on the reservation the last Sunday of 

July to e~"ect tribal officers and corruni ttees, to discuss l~elevant iSSUE 

regarc:inp land, funds. the Connecticut Indian Affairs Council, an::.1 the 

lJenartment of EnviroYlI:1c:ntal Frotection; and to eel e [xa te cuI turaJ. tradi 

tions of tribal nravers, music and dancing, archery. hunting and fishir. 

Following the annual meeting special tribal meetings ar8 DlanneG tllroug 

out the seasons. Tht} Eastern Pequot Indian 'l'ri be is governed by "chc 

By-Laws r 0. 

*( Exhibit 

*( Exhi bi t 

*( Lxhibit 

the trib';. 'fribal decisions are made by vDtinr: and ()cti tioni 

E--BY-Iaws--Eastern Pequot Indians of Connecticut) 

F--Structure--Eastern Pequot Indians of Connecticut) 

G--Membershi p l,ist--Eastrl"'t1 Peq uot Indians of C onnecti uct I 

We, the Eastern Pequot Indians of Connecticut, request your full suppor 

in our struggle to become recognized. We will continue to promote and 

advocate a better understanding of the Eastern Pequot Indians and 'Nill 

preserve :lUI' ancient heritage, culture, and traditions. 

Board of Directors: 

Roy Seba~3tian, f'resident 
William ~1. Sebastian, Vice-President 
Ka Ulerine Sebastian, Secretary 
D onaln Se bastian, '.rreasurer 

Lav,yence ;;,:!bastian 
Eleanor Jv1cLl1son 
Doris Cook 
James Jone,s ,Jr. 
Arthur Sebastian 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement 

Sincerely, 

Board of Directors 

Eastern Pequot Indians 
of Connecticut 

-';. <~~~t. 

./ 
Roy Sebastian, Preside] 
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