
United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Tribal Government S.en'ice~F A 

Me. kODert Pc.rKkr 
fJ .0. bvx }4J1. 
ll:.lent. C'rec;o~ 97 )4~' 

In occordance ""iUi our informal agreem~t to ccn~i~r the petitto .... of th(: North"'cn 
Cherokee Vio,~ (NwCY! j b4n6 &1un~ 'Wlth the petltlo:) of th~ Southeutern Cherokee 
COnfederacy (:5.t.CC), the Ackno .... iedt,rnent staff hu. cornpleted an tIuUa! rt:~i(:,., c! 
t-oHI p¢tidon:1I lorr obv,',:;,~ detlclerlcH~s and ~gniHcant o~nlssions itS requirefJ b)' tilt 

aci..:no .. l~bfil.=nt ~l',lilatlonJ. 

This letter is mere-l), a d-isCUSiion of que'ti~1 ralsi.'!d by the st&!f Ar.d of grea, \4ftiich 
we feel could hot strengthened 'Giti. iaOttitior,aJ iniorm.a.tioo. nus letter is not Ii 

notiflatlott of ac live corajderation nor ~ it a denial of the petition. 

Stat! qU<:$tioN ~I){~ requesu to( acu.tlonal iniormatlon '.dll be fGurld in the In<i1vtduall} 
mmd:)ered pMa.,r,.pr.i \\'~uch Joll,,~: 

1. 

l. 

~. 

6. 

7. 

Ple~s1~ provide a merr:ber5hlp list .tUch includei the f\o'lmc Ute current 
.c'~e5$ of each ~riCn V.'!lO 15 COMH1.ere:d to be a merr.t:er oi the t-\'I!. C \i; 
5o:J'\d. No mo'ilDerlhlp roll or list ot any kind "\lola.! prCYidCd witr, the 
Nurth ... (;s\ Citef~ee ~ 011 &.rod ~titioo. 

PJe'ue ~ovi6e • tat of all clan,. for ~h dAn, Uv.Jicue tt-~ oate ~'hel'l it 
"'i~~ f,\)t'med and list t~ ~r:.d of it5 past Mod p.re.e-nt leaciera.. 

PJee.s.-e prO\'10t' A ueaio-co':. •• of the troup's me,n~ship by clan. [oc!-, clan 
UI:t 5houb l~dude tt~ na_d\e~ of &U mel,',Ders \\'ho belong to thai cibn. 

L.ist all grAnts hi:;lci b)' th{; Nor thllfcst Cherokee \\ 011 b .... ')d anc ~nJ 
patkipatlCY.1 by ttl<' group in Federal, stnte or JocAl progrer:-".S (e.g., CE T At 
lrdiari E.d;JC4 tion). 

"hat ~lothX.~hlpl 11 8,.'y, doe5 the N~C\\ 1>ltnO nan with recoenized tr ibcs 
a.tl\l other Ufl!eCosm.t~~ ;.,>ret;,on &roups': "hat relAtionslUp t:Ains bet~-c'ell 
tt~~ N\i;'Cw Band anc the terminated Grand Rhonae Community? 

.. bal n:1C1tiOt'lJhip, 11 any, cUffcntl)' exlsU ~t\Veen tl.t: r-.;,. Ct;. b~ld and tne 
P.~in\ wid? H&a Ally rdatiQllStup exlstt:d ~tween tlleSe bafiO& 11\ the put? 
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t. l.lIX:$ t;1C l'\~::;" b .... ;: ~tlcipt.te an th¢ Cre6Cii Stote: lnd.cu, Cc:r:lr.i»loc';' 
li '0, if, ~'~.l.'t "~y[ He~ el;pl"t:--,. 

9. UH ~u)<. ~lc(i1x group ceremonle5. gatlY.!c 1055 other tr~, cour,c.J mt"'d~ 
In,~~: .!!.f1C ani ether inlor;fitJ &ClivitleJ Corl~ tOj)etht!: by aU Oi p.art of th~' 
gDt..lP'l. mel .. heahi;. 

10. Fb .. s!: pr",vide copic:~ 01 lJoditic....al I"£'~slettt .. ' or ';Iinuteso pI f'~\. c. t\Jr~1 
.eu rr"~tH)::.;~ riOt previo~lJ 5ultniiue'..) '&l\L tnt: petiUCl'i. If ol.muteli of 

l£\{!"vl, ... ,.:J.! c.lAfl mtctinx"S ose .\'aUQb!~, tt)t:S(! ~.(>u1;,; iJso tft.: t.ei).>L.ll. 

u. \l"Ii;t n'lct:n<-~, U 11I1}': " required 01 r.r, a?i;llcont~ trii.-al 2i.:',cutty co( 
oe; ~~rN~ (Jj 1r'\:~H.I.r'; Mooe: bat;)' e!lort nIGC{ ~ vt:rHl m!c~-;T:;;.tiul\ prOVhit"C. 

(.>1. T',C •• Ot'!i/)i? Ap~.djC6tlor,)? Ii 4ffi cilon u r;;~e to ven1)' 'r,fO!::~dio(i 
prO'(I.Jt.'(.1 pJc&.Se ex;A.em ilOW tnis 1l C,';;flC. 

12. An "'ectlnt hsu ~vili1aDlt: l.'hid", Jho~ the rnt~C:S of rr:e;r.~r~ \!; he were: 
pn;!.c:-,1. -:. it $0, plaue prvv~ce cov!u. 

Tile t\c;'J'lo ... Jn_~aJ',ent atali '" ill be in touch \I.'itj-l )V~ by tt!lephonc tv auc~ tIlt 
lpecil1c illtoc"1oit!(.)fl rc.,rt.i(:steG ",hu\'~. The)- \till be rkip?)' tc art$~e:r orl) qUf'$tJOtl£ you 
rn~y l~"e .t th .. lt t':~-_e. 

A copy of our J~n et to w.!. 'tr UJiar;) J~~"'I fCl>lujint owiolJ' deiider,~s In the StC~ 
~tition is ~d()S.t-C5 tor y"ur iniorl1latior.. 

cc: "i1Earn R. Jackson 
Robert ,t.,A ldcLeUand 

Sec.Surr.amc 
Sec.RF: h.S/IA I~F 

Smcerely, 

~marn~J 
400:440:440 B:AS/lA R F:JO l-A:Mallroom 
Holdup:LCMdv\ illioo:4 /11/&3:J43-J568:k"'n:AFLetters 
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["lr. Wllliam i~. Jackson 
Route 1, bOX III 
Leesburg, Gear gia 31763 

Dear [vir. Jackson: 

In accordance with the Federal acknowledgment regulations (25 CFR 83, formerly part 
54-), the l\ckrnwledgrnent staff has completea its initial review of the Southeastern 
Cherokee COiliec:eracy's (SEee; petition for Federal acknowledlSment for obvious 
deficiencies a 10 ::;ignificant Oi'lissions. This letter discusses questions raised by the 
staff and area5 wnich we feel could be strengthened >'v'ith additional information. This 
letter is not Cl notification of active consideration nor is it a denial of the petition. 

Staff question, and requests for Cldditional information will be found in the individually 
numbered para graphs which follow: 

1. Please p'ovide a list of all clans. For each clan, indicate the date when it was 
formed and list the names of its past and present leaders. 

2. Please p:ovide a breaKuO\",n of the group's [,1etllOership by clan. Each clan list 
should include the names of all mernbers who belong to that clan. 

3. How is CJem membership determined and by \vhom? 

4. Several jepartments or offices appear in the upper left corner of the SECC 
letterheaci stationery. Do all of these offices function? If so, please describe 
what the f do. 

5. List all ,srants helu by tIle StLC anCl any partIcIpation by tne organization in 
Federal~ state or local proiSrdllls (e.g., etl/'l, Indian E.ducation). 

o. Has the :50utheastern Cherol<e2 Confedera.cy 'iad any contact \vith Geor.:{.ia's 
State Of lice of Indian iierita[:,e'? If so, ill wi1at \'/3.y.':' Please explain. 

7. List ana oescribe :sroup cererilonies, ",atilerin::,s other tnali council meetings; anG 
any otl1Er inforrnal activities clone tooetiH~r ;)y all Oi' ;Jcirt of the St:.CC 
!nembers lip. 

0. Please [Jiovi::1e copies of iiuditicnal l:evvslette(s or !ninutes of the '~onfecJeracy's 
meetings :-1('1: previously SlWlllitteo ,:.'itil the pei:ition. Ii llliflUks of inciivioual 
clan lliE..'C:jl\.';S are availa01e, t,"ese v/oulc; also 0'2 i1elpful. 

'/. ,/nat evi,jcnce, ii Jny, is requircd of an appliC:illt's tribal ancestry or deGree of 
Indian bloou·.' Is allY effort 'ilode to verify irliorillation of this type which is 
provided on memoership applications';" If so: please explain ho\', verification is 
done'? 

10. f\re 11sts :lvailable which SIIO\v tile names of llle:nbers who were present at 5ECC 
meetings·; If so, please provide copies. 
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The Acknowledgment staff wlll be in touch with you by telephone to discuss the 
specific information requested above. They will be happy to answer any questions you 
may have at that time. 

In response 10 your recent question regarding wi1ether to submit the 100 new 
applications alld charts, as Mrs. lVlcMillion indicated by telephone, we would be happy 
to add these dOCUI11ents to the SECC petition until the petition carnes under active 
consideration. 

A copy of our letter to [vir. Robert Ponder regardll1g obvious deficiencies in the 
petition subrn..tted by the Northwest Cherokee Wolf Band is enclosed for your 
information. 

Sincerely, 

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

Enclosure 

cc: Robert A. iVicLelland 
Robert Ponder 
Georgia State Office of Indiai! Heritage 

Secretary's Surname 
II f"eaciiI1g f lle (2) 

A/S IA Reading file 

.5.vrnarne 
4oo:4lJ.('j !iHOD:AS/lh f~F:IO l-A:lviailroorn 
i-ioldup:Ll' ;c,;illion:4 /2l/83:343-356g:kwn:DISC. ii 19 
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