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Pursuant to 2' CFR ~.9(b), prellm~ RYiew-bu been completed of Part 1 
of the petltionfw Federal acknow ledgment recently submitted by the Lower 
~ 1-GGf!~&..:w.a.e East of the MJssissippi. Inc. Part 2, wh1ch deals with 
t group's mc::mbership and Jndlan ancestry, is stili beln, reviewed and wiU be 
reported on a:s liOOri as the inItial review is complete. Several deficiencies in 
Part 1 are ap,par4erlt,. however, which the staff believes should be brought to 
your attentlorli Immedlatelr. 

, . . 

A serIous def.ll:iiency exists Jh the area of historical proof that the group has 
existed from hbrtlorlcal times and has been ldentl1~d as "American Indian- or 
"abcriglnaJ,-c:ul f'lequlred In Section ".7(a) of the federal regulations deallns 
with' acknowl1edgment.- Whl~ there is a coherent narrative and adequate 
documentation U, prove the ulstence of • Q-eek NatIon gr Confederacy In 
Alabama and (~~ia down to the time of _ Indian removal west of the 
MississIppi, thelrf!~. is vlrtuaUy no history or documentatIon provided for the 
perIod 01 InC:~,l"'. The hIstorical existence of the Creek Confederacy Is not 
at Issue. n:lt~ continuin,exlstence of \he Lower Creek Muscogee Tribe, 
however, mW!it be established f~ 'this period of the group .. history. 'The 
current petitl'l)n does not do this. 

In relation to ~)!~tion ''.7(1)), there is little description or supporting evidence 
to establlsh 1: hili: post-l&30 existence of the community within whIch trIbal 
political reJatllJlrui have been maintained. 

Those statemeTllts which deal with how the present-day or post-1913 group 
meets the community and tribal political influence criteria, Sect100s ' •• 7(b) 
and (c), have llitUe supporting evidence. The group's constitution is not enough 
in itself to stlO'!W lm&t the group meets these criteria. 
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This Initial re,'l:cw of the group's petitIon does not constitute active consider­
ation, nor is U: 'l determination of" the group's status. It I, a notation of the 
obvious def1clt!~"IIt:I~s found in the inltlaJ review of the petition as requlred by 2' 
CPR S..9(b). 11'.ei group may withdraw Its entire petition or a portion of it at 
this time fOIl' flJrther work, CX' can submit additional information or • 
clarification ",,'hlch will reinforce the areas in which the staff hal noted 
obvIous delld,encies. 

- -

The FederaJ,~.c:knowledgment staU would be happy to discuss these problem 
, areas with ~OIIJ I1 you have any questl~ 

51ncerely, 

M; 
cc:Mr. John \1/esley Thomley 

RAYMOND 1. BUTLER 

O~tor, Office of Indian Services 

Governor GeQr ge Busbee 
Attorney General Arthur K. Bolton -
Wm. Hamrnclck, Georgia Commission on Indian Affairs 
Mr. Claude~ Cox, Okla Creek Nation '-
Eastern ,,~.rea Office 
Alan E. Lub1el 
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