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Mr. David Mackety
2221 1 1/2 Mile Rnad
Fulton, Michigan 49052

Dear Mr. Mackety:

The Branch of Acknowledgment and Research has completed an initial review for
obvious deficienciss and significant omissions of the Huron Potawatomi Band's
petition for Federal acknowledgment. The initial review of a petition for
ohvious deficiencies and significant omissions 1s regquived hy Part 83.9(b) of
Title 25 of the (ode of Federal Regulations. The obvious deficiencies lefter
ig a requirement which is providad for in the regulations to insure that a
petitioner dis not rejected because of technical problems in the petition and
that the groiap's status will he considered on its werits. The letter does
not constitute any evidence that a positive conclusion has been or will be
reached on the petition, or on the portions of it not discussed in the
letter. Nor does the fact that a petitioner responds to the cbvious
defirciennies review imply 1n any way that the group meets the seven mandatory
criteria by simply submitting additional data. The obvious deficiencies
review of the petition merely provides the petitioner the onpportunity to
subhmit additional information or clarification prior to the actual active
consideration perind, at which time the petition wil) be thoroughiy reviewed
and evaluated to determine whether the group is entitled to bhe acknowledged
as an indian trihe.

Our review points ont  several areas regarding the social cosmunity and
palitical processes of the gronp that need additional description and
({:r'umentatjnn in  oarder to evaluste the petition adegquately. These areas are
discussed at lenu'h in the paragraphs that follow. We urqge vyou to wake every
effort to provide fthe information reguested below 1in  as much detail as
passible. in addition, there are regquests for several items of
dacumentation.

With the requasted documentation, the Acknowledgment staff can fully evaluatle
the petition when it is placed on active consideration. The staff's research
during active consideration is for the purpose of verifying and/or
elaborating on an already complete petition. The Acknowledgnent staff wmay be
unable to do the research necessary to fill in gaps in the petition on hehalf
of the petitioner to the extent they have done 1in the past.

A more detailed description of the current community of the Huron Potawatomi
Band 1is essential. This deseription should incliude how the group has
maintained social cohesion. Such description should include discussion of
the following subjects:
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The lines of communicstion apd/or of scocial interaction that bhave been
maintained  between the mewmbars lLiving on the Pine Creak reservation and
those in Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, Wyoming and other towns in
southwestarn Michigan,

Activities or events which tended to bring the membership together such
as pow-woss  or other aroup soctal activitias, A howmecoming celebration
ia referred to din  an  August 17, 1961, neuspaper article, Was this a
regular evept?

s

How memhers whn live elsevwhere learn of council actions and decisions.
Tf a newsletter is used, please aubmit representative copies.

As  an  example of how social contact is waintained within the group, you
wight want to desevibe a  typical, revent vedding and/or funeral of a
Huron Potawatom)  wmember, Tf possible nrovide a liat of the people who
attepded  any  social functions bhnth  hefore  and after the cerewonv or
sarvice.

The petition does not  adequately describe the group’s past and present
political prorcesser, A discussion of the political process should cover the

following:

Tt is impartant for wuws to more c¢leariy understand the wodern-day

paolitical syatem. To do this, we wonld like a description of how gronp
decisions and  agreements are reached, 1.e., heyond the formal mechanisms
of voting in the council. What kinds of formal or informal poiitical
divisions rrint within the band? Please describe what political

functions are  exevcised by the council. Ieaders or by other processes,
e.g., how are disputes within the group resolved and community resources
allocated?

More  cowmplets  cxamples of the leadership of the chiefs from Cush-ee-was, who
died in 1836, throuagh Sawnuel Mandoka, who died ip 1934, that 1s. how these
Teaders waintained political influence ar anthnrify over group members,  What
were  considerad  the typical political activitics of the Chief? What
sanctions, if any, conld these leadera utilize to maintain political
rontryol? Vhat influenece did the community have on its laaders, and how did
mewhers demonsirate theiyr pelitical support?

How  the snlitical  svabtewm of  the groap functioned hetween the death of
Samuel  Mandoka in 1934 and the organization of the current government in
1976 . If rhere was a consensus form of governnont during this perind,
describe  how this community consensus was achieved. Were there informal
leaders o+ influential figures? Were community wmeetings held to discuss
the colaims rases or other gquestions? Fxamples of any issues that were
resolved by the community at large during this era would b2 helpful.

Reference has  been made to  two factions within the group. Please
describe  theae factions, their composition and history, and issues over
which the faectionr have been or are in disagreement. The description
should i1ociude how the factions present the iasunes with which thay are in

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement HPI-V001-D003 Page 2 of 4



Disagreemsnt . For examnple, are disputes presented to the council or to
the leadars? Are thege dispites digeussed in eouncil  meetings or
privately? What process ig followed to resolve the issues?

A daseription of Huron Potawatoni church activities wonld be helpful. From
the newspaper olippings it  appears that the local Methodist church was an
important foeal point of  the community. Theve arve several references to
identified groupn  leaders plaving Yey roles 10 church activities. For
example, thers is a June 12, 1901, reference to Chiaf Pamptopee preaching at
toral  aservices: a May 21, pqzs, reference to Stephen Fawmptopee and Samuel
Handoka serving on the church building committee; a July 23, 1925, reference
to Mandoka as the chairman of the camp neeting committee; and a September 1,
1948, referense to Albert Mackety serving on the same comittee. How were
the church astivities of these leaders related to their political influence
nvar  the groap? Nid the variens Hethodist camp meetings, revivalsg, and
church socia’s  serve the purpose of bringing the membership together and/or
otherwigae provide a wmechanisw for maintaining tribal relationships? For
»xample did  the wvariong church meetings, auch as the "Potawatomi quarterly
weeting”  referenced  in a June 1R, 1904, newspaper articlsa, asrve ag a forug
for ftribal pnlitical dissues as well as church business? As part of this
discussion wncinde a  description of the wost recent caunp meebing indicating
how many Huvron Potawatomi wemhers attended, what role the group may have had
as organizers. leaders orv attendees, apd if non-Tndians attended, how many
and what role "hey had.

Thare are saveral specific itews that we would like:

1. A resolution or motion from the governing body indicating the exact
name hy which the group wanls to be known if the group is acknowledged.
The aqgromp has ased Huron Potawasiomi Band, NHottawasepp: Band of Huron
Potawatomis and  Nottawaseppi-Huron Pobtawatom? when  veferring fo
themselves

2. A copv ot the National Register nowmination of the Pine Creek
Reservation.

3. A copy of the minutes of the meeting when the undated "Constitution
nf the Nottawasenpi Huron Band of Patawatomi® was adonted by the group.

4. A copy of the group’s incarporation papers.

h. R list of all tribal committess with the names of curvent and past
memhers of the committees.

f. Any former lists of members that may exist. & copy of the list of
members, undated but potarized Octoher 5, 1978, prepared by leona Bush,
Fnrollment C(lerk, and signed by David Mackety, Tribal Chairman, was
submitted with the petition. The petition menbions that a Ilst of
members prepared around Septemher 8, 1979, may exist. If such a list
exists please provide a acopy.
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The membership roll submitted with the petition is dated July 1, 1986. There
are a total of 234 wembers listed {(not counting the one member listed ag
deceased on  the roll). Ve suggest that the group keep its membership list
rurrent by resording new births and deaths which will take place in the
interim between July 1, 1986, and the date when the group's petition is
placed on ackive consideration. When the group is notified that the petition
is heing placad on  active congideration, a supplemental 1list should be
submitted to be attached to vour list of July 1, 1986. This 1list should
include those additions to the membersghip, such as newborn infants, who are
congidered to he wembers and those individuals who were inadvertantly omitted
from the July 1, 1986, list. The supplemental list should also note those
wembers on  tha July 1, 1986, list who are deceased. 1f recognized, the list
of members submitted for acknnwledgment purposes will become the group's base
roll  for PRurean purposes and, 3s such, will be binding on the group for some
time to come, except for minor rcorrectiions. '

Once  the Branth of Acknowledgwent and Research has received the requested
materials, the staff will review the materials in order to determine whether
the waterials subwitted sufficiently respond to the obvious deficiency
letter, The Acknowledament =staff will be in touch with you by telephone to
discugr  the information requested above, They will he happy to answer anpy
questiop you may have at that time., Should additional data bhe needed or
questions arise in the future as a resnlt of on—-going research during active
consideration, we reserve the right to request this information. Should you
have any questions regarding this letter and the information that has been
requested, please do not  hesitate to contact the Acknowledgment staff at
(2021 343-3568. or write RBur<an of Tudian Affairs, Branch of Acknowledguent
and Research, Mail Stop 32-STR, 18th and ¢ Streets, N.W., ¥ashington, D.C.
20240,

Sincerely,

Hazel E. Efhert

Deputy to the Assistant Secretary -
Indrian Affairs (Tribal Services)

ot Senator Cart Lhevin
Michigan Commision on indian Affairs
Hichigan Tndian legal Sarvices
Minpeapolis Area Director
Sunerintendent, Michigan Akagency

cc: Surnamé:Chron: 400:440RF: 440R:
HoldUp:RDThompson:msh:10/1/87:HP-0OD
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