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Given tt.e limited financial resources available, the activi­
ties of the small Indian Mission Church during this period 
were extensive. The largest annual undertaking was the 
hosting of an Indian camp meeting. The first newspaper 
mention of one of these was in 1900, when it was proposed, 
but was not held. 155 

A major camp meeting did take place in 1903. The advance 
announcement said that it was planned at Rod Simon's grove 
south 0 E 1'I.thens in August, and that the Indians would try to 
get a large tent so "the white folks" would not get wet if 
it rained (Athens Times, July 3, 1903). The meeting, a 
week-IoJ19 affair beginning August 23 and continuing until 
the �3�1�s�~�,� featured a noted choir and the Indian brass band 
from Walpole Island; a place to hitch teams; a refreshment 
stand; and an admission fee of 10 cents per person on Satur­
day and Sunday. No intoxicated persons were allowed on the 
grounds: officers were present to preserve good order 
(Athens Times, July 31, 1903). 

At the same time, the church undertook numerous activities 
internal to the congregation. In 1905, the church made 
major repairs to the frame church building; rods were placed 
to hold the rotting timbers together (vicksburg Semi-WeekLy 
Commercial, June 27, 1905). The regular routine of services 
and funE?rals continued (Mackey Shaw-go-quette 1912) . 

Beginning in 1912 and continuing through 1915, the annual 
contribution of the Kalamazoo District, Methodist Conference 
to the Athens Indian Mission increased to $80 per year 
(Reuter 1993, 167). From 1913 to 1916, Rev. W.A. Exner156 

reported an average of 20 members the four years he served 
the Athens Indian Church (Reuter 1993, 167). During his 
pastorate, the church received the gift of an organ: Pine 
Creek me:rtber Mary Ann Pamp, Chief Stephen Pamp's daughter, 

155 �~�e�p�o�r�t� has gone out in County paper than an Indian Campmeeting 
will be hE Jd here in August, but the announcement is a little premat1Jre, 
according to what the Indians say. They have not decided yet whetlw t �I�~�O� 

hold one but in a few days they will (Athens Times, June 14, 1900). The 
Indians Sey' there will be no Indian camp meeting here this fall. The 
difficulty seems to be in raisinQ �~�o�n�e�y� to defray expenses (Athens 
Times, Se[:tember i, 1900). Relatlve to the Indian campmeeting, which 
outside papers have published would be held here, Mackey Sawgoquet said 
there would be none. He said, "Indians have nuff money, but do not want 
him" (Aths:ns Times, September 14, 1900). 

156 ilJe glad our pastor Rev Wl1 Exner comes back to our little 
mission tris year (Vicksburg Commercial, October 9, 1914). 
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was organist (Reuter 1993, 172-173). The church conducted 
Revival 1:v1E:::etings (Vicksburg Commercial, April 24, 1914) in 
addition ·to the regular Sunday services .15, 

In 191E. Rev. Joel Hillburn was assigned to the Athens 
Indian fllission; He reported 25 members and 12 prob.ationers 
:Jut no Sunday School sta+::.i3tics. He remained '-;,ree years, 
reporting an average membership of 24 (Reuter 1993, 167). 
About 1920, Rev. C.J. Kendall served one year at Athens 
Indian l<1ission; then the charge was transferred from the 
Kalamazoo District to the Albion-Lansing District (Reuter 
1993, 167). Between 1920 and 1929, the Revs. Geo. Carter, 
J.H. Charles, J.W. Rochelle, and Lee W. Mooney served as 
ministE!Ls at the Athens Indian Mission. Membership averaged 
22, and the church had an active Sunday School with between 
15 and .30 enrolled, with an average attendance of 15-20 
(Reuter 1993, 167). 

These bare statistics from the Methodist Conference reports 
can be 9reatly expanded by reports in the local newspapers. 
In 1922, Rev. and Mrs. J.H. Charles entertained the Athens 
Indians at the parsonage. Levi Pamptopee· played violin 
solos, ~ male quintet sang in Ojibway, and a quartet of 
women s~ng in English (Athens Times, December 7, 1922). 

The camp meetings were not only continued, but greatly 
expandej. In 1924, the Athens Times announced that the 
Indian camp meeting would be held in a grove on Wm. McNiel's 
farm, a mile north of tov..n. A meeting had recently been 
held at the home of Steve Pamp, at which time plans were 
made. 

Instead of holding the meetings in the open under 
a canopy of leaves and trusting to favorable wea­
ther, this year plans are being made to use a big 
tent with a seating capacity of 700 to 800 per­
sons. Last year on the last Sunday, a crowd of 
some 5,000 people visited the grounds" (Indian 
Campmeeting [sic] 1924). 

The 1924 speakers included Rev. Amos Wagley of Traverse 
City, "a white man who speaks both Engli~3h and Indian lan-

157 "A Sunday school 3ession is held at 11 a.m., with preaching 
service 3.t 3:00 p.m., and a prayer meeting Thursday evening. Rev. ,T. W. 
Rochelle is the present p~stor of the charge and efforts are now being 
made to erect a new and larger church edifice for the use of the 
reservation" (Steve Pamptopee 1926). 
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guages fluently, If and Rev. Wm. Shaw of Walpole Island, 
Canada, "who was here last year," and other Indian workers, 
as well as Indian musicians (Indian Campmeeting 1924). In a 
later rE!port on the preparations, the newspaper noted that a 
well had been sunk and toilet facilities added (Athens 
Times, August 21, 1924). On opening day, 1,000 automobiles 
and 3,000 people were there. The speakers, both Indian and 
white, came from as far away as Argentina (Athens Times, 
August 2:3, 1924). 

By the m:i.d-1920's, the church building that had been re­
paired 20 years previously was no longer repairable. In 
1925, U.e ~~19Tegc ~on apr .ted a commit-: 9 for new church 
building' at the reservation: Rev. J. H. Charles, Chairman; 
Albert IVlackety, Stephen Pamptopee, J. C. Pamptopee, Levi 
Pamptopee, and Samuel Mandoka (Athens Times, May 21, 1925). 
The following year, a work bee placed nearly enough stone on 
the groul1d for the basement of the new church building. The 
pastor, Rev. J.W. Rochelle, reported that the congregation 
would wGrship in the basement while the rest of the building 
was beinq finished on a "pay as you golf basis (Athens Times, 
March 23, 1926). 

The camp meetings were also held in 1925,158 1926,159 and 
1927. 160 In 1926, the committee decided to charge a single 

158 Indian Camp Meeting to be held August 11-17 at McNeil grove, 
1/2 mile I~)rth of Athens on the Battle Creek gravel road, funds to be 
used to h(~ 19 in building new church. Rev. Wm. H. Shaw of Walpole 
Island, On:., Rev. Selkirk Sprague of Bradley, MI. Committee in charge: 
Sam Mandok,~, chairman; Frank Pamp, George Pamp, Levi Pamp, Albert 
Mackety. S:ephen Pamp. Rev. J.H. Charles. treasurer (Athens Times. July 
23). Walpole Island Indian Band will be present (Athens Times, August 
6, 1925). More detail (Athens Times. August 13. 1925; August 20. 1925). 

159 V.imning for Indian camp meeting August 15-22: there would be 
four Indial1 preachers from Walpole Island. The officers of the associa­
tion this :rear are: Albert Mackety, chairman; Joseph Pamp, vice 
chairman; :3ecretary, Henry Medawis; treasurer and chairman ex officio, 
Rev. J.W. Rochelle; program committee. J.W. Rochelle, Joseph Pamp and 
Steve Pamp; 9rounds committee. Peter Nottaway. Elliott Pamp and Frank 
Pamp (Athens Times. July 8, 1926). 

160 ThE' 't:hens Times publish-"i a notification that the "fourtr 
annual" Iwhan camp meeting would open the next Saturday in Waldl.on 
park, one mile south of Athens. The leading Indian preachers, Rev. Wm. 
Shaw and Eev._ Wm. Saney. of Canada _ would be present to conduct some of 
the services, part of which would pe in the language of the Ojibways, 
and much 0:: the singing will be in this tongue. Dr. Rockwell Cl J,'cy )f 
India woulcl preach; Dr. W.H. Duffey, district superientendent of the 
Albion dif:trict, was in charge Qf l=:le services. Grounds were be ing 
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admission of 10 cents per person for those over ten years 
and 25 c~ents for automobiles, not including the passengers, 
to raise funds for the new church building (Athens Times, 
July 8, 1926). A substantial amount added to the building 
fund (AthE~ns Times, August 26, 1926). Manifestly, these 
camp meE!1:.ings were very large organizational undertakings 
whi~h irNolved a great deal ~f preparation and effort on the 
part of the members of the Pine Creek settlement. At the 
close of the 1927 camp meeting, however, 

At the adjourned meeting of the quarterly confer­
ence held at the Indian campmeeting last Sunday 
evening, the Indic.;' church voted that hereafter 
thE! campmeeting will be a district affair and 
under the direction of the district superinten­
den1:., which will lessen the financial responsibil­
ity, heretofore assumed by the Indian church and 
enlarge the scope of the campmeeting (Indian Camp­
meeting 1927b) . 

In fact, this move apparently did not enlarge the scope of 
the camp meetings, but suspended them for several years. 
From 19~~9 to 1934, Rev. A. L. Ellsworth served the Athens 
Methodist Church and Athens Indian Mission (Reuter 1993, 
167). During these years, there is mention that Pine Creek 
residents attended Indian camp meetings that were held 
elsewherE'::! in Michigan and on Walpole Island,161 but no 

cleared 'Jfweeds and brush (Indian Campmeeting 1927a) 
Af~er it had been held, the newspaper article indicated that the 

Athens I:1di~ns had closed a very successful camp meeting. During the 
week several families of Indians were camping in tents. Those present 
included Rev. Shaw of Walpole Island, an Indian organist from Walpole 
Island, and Rev. English from Ohio. On the last Sunday, the local 
preacher, J0e Pamp, dismissed the worshippers. 

Aljert Mackety and Henry Medawis handled the financial 
end of the business in a very satisfactory way. 
Elliott Pamp proved very competent at parking cars 
cOTpactly in such a way as to get out easily. Boy 
Sccuts Paul Brand and Leon Rich proved very good 
tr~ffic officers. There were Indians present from 
Union City, Colon, Bradley, Grand Rapids, and Canada. 
The oldest Indian camper was Sarah Davis, 98 years old 

(Indian Campmeeting 1927b) . 

All Indians expecced to attend the camp meeting at Pleasant 
Ridge, are to have charge of one service (Athens Times, July 17, 1929). 
No services this Sunday as most of the people will be away to Walpole 
Campmeeting (Athens Times, September 4, 1929). 
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indication that camp meetings were held at Athens. 162 

However, the Indian Methodist church did continue to sponsor 
other good-sized events as well as smaller gatherings and 
fund-rair,ers: 163 

Big picnic at Frank Mackey grove at Indiantown 
Sunday. We invited eve.::-ybody that like to hear 
Samson Pigeon speak. He be here that day, also 
Indian singing from the Sunday school class. Ev­
erybody welcome to be here at the afternoon ser­
vicE~ at 2: 30 fast time. We also have more speakers 
that is not got their names in. We be out in the 
.Jpen [.0. this s _"vice U thens Times, J'Jne 19, 
1929) . 

Accordin~J to the petitioner, during the 1930's the reserva­
tion church was attended only by Indians, with sermons and 
hymns in the Indian language (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 
1993, 36). This obviously did not apply to the special 
services, to which everyone was invited by notices in the 
local neVlspapers. 

Between 1934 and 1938, Rev. C.H. Greene served Athens, East 
Leroy and the Indian Mission. The historian of Methodist 
Indian missions in Michigan has stated that "by the late 
1930's the membership at the Indian church had dwindled to 
16 with 16 in the Sunday School" (Reuter 1993, 167-168). If 
this is compared with the Pine Creek population statistics, 
however I SE~e above), the report indicates that all but three 
residents of the reservation were either adult members of 
the church or attending Sunday School, which is a high level 
of participation. Regular church activities continued: in 
1937, the Christmas committees at the Indian Mission were: 
programj Hubert Mackety, Cecelia Pamptopeej tree, Arthur 
Meeksenj (jecorating, Mrs. Sarah Mandoka, Mrs. Eliza Pamp; 
candy, AlbE~rt Mackety (Athens Times, December 15, 1937). 

During ttle next decade, Methodist ministers continued to be 
appointeel. From 1938 through 1941, Levant R. Wheaton served 
Athens ME!thodist Indian Mission (Reuter 1993, 168). In 

162 The Pet i. tioner' s Historiral Overview mentions an Athens camp 
meeting if I 19j~, but provides no aocumentation (HPI Pet., Historical 
Overview 1'1136, 41). 

16) Social gathering Friday evening at Albert Mackety's house 
(Athens TimeE~, August 21, 1929); Box socials to raise money for the 
church; al~30 rummage sale at Emma Mackey's (Athens Times, August 28, 
1929; Reute:c 1993, 173). 
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1941, Frederick M. Thurston appointed minister to Athens 
Indian Mission. The church received assistance of $200 
through the Board of Missions, a special appropriation 
(Reuter 1993,168). From 1943 through 1947, William Mead­
ows, pastor of Athens Indian Mission, reported receiving 
$100 from the Board of Home Missions and $200 annually 
through 1947 from the Board, fo~ pastoral assistance (Reuter 
1993,1(8). 

The petitioner reported that the Methodist church at Pine 
Creek was closed in 1946 (Church 1993, 35). However, the 
correct date seems to be 1948. Herbert M. Parks, pastor at 
AtlL.1S 'I and we assume th2 Atnens Indian Mission Church" from 
1946 to 1948, reported 39 in S~nday School with an active 
membership of 15 (Reuter 1993, 168). By this time, however, 
the Pine Creek settlement was becoming strongly influenced 
by theFloliness movement. The last mention of the Athens 
Indian Mission in the Methodist Conference Minutes was 1948 
(Reuter 1993, 175) .164 While the level of religious inter­
est and activity on the reservation was not diminishing 
overall, its focus was changing. The HPI were moving away 
from tht2 United Methodists to interdenominational evangeli­
cal wor~, with participation of such groups as the Church of 
the Nazarene. 

In an oral interview in 1994 (DeMarce FD 1994), Mr. William 
Church, a member of the Bradley Indian settlement and son of 
the Rev. Lewis White Eagle Church, a prominent Indian Meth­
odist minister in Michigan, attributed the change at Pine 
Creek te, the production of a superabundance of leadership 
talent during the 1930's. Traditionally, said Mr. Church, 
an up-ar.d-coming Indian Methodist preacher apprenticed to an 
older pr'eacher in the mission, and gradually took over in 
the COU[,SE~ of time. When Pine Creek produced the three 
charisma.Lic Pamp brothers (Charles R., Warren, and Elliot 
"Jack" Pamp) simultaneously,165 as well has having Levi 

164 A newspaper article referred to the Pine Creek church as 
Methodist: as late as 1961: Photo of Mrs. Margaret Mandoka, "stands with 
her two <:,ildren in front of the Methodist Church. center of activities 
of the Potawatomi Indian reservation" (Detroit News 1961). 

165 ' ••• the late Charles E'amp. who founded the Athens Indian 
Mission H:Jme and Tabernacle. His brother. the Rev. Warren Pamp. is an 
evang~list and another brother, El~i0t Pamp. is studying for the 
ministry. They are grandnephews ot Phileas [sic) Pamptopee (York 19':;1) . 

"ELliott Pamp does his betterment work under the auspices of the 
Lower Lights Missionary Association of Petersburg. Mich. While working 
as a janLtor at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor in 1948, [he] 
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Pamp and A.lbert Mackety already in place as church leaders, 
the younger men were forced to go outside the reservation 
community to find a scope for their talents, and were at­
tracted to holiness churches in Battle Creek. Their influ­
ence, combined with the more stringent educational require­
ments for lay ministers which the United Methodist Church 
began to enforce in the l&ter 1940's--requir~ -~~ts which the 
lay leaders at Pine Creek did not meet--led the Indian 
church at Pine Creek to change its ecclesiastical affilia­
tion rather than lose its indigenous leadership (Church 
Interview, DeMarce FD, 1994). 

Twentieth century popula.:ion and patterns of geographical 
residence: 1900-1940. Determination of residency and 
populatiJn statistics for the HPI in the twentieth century 
is more difficult than for the nineteenth century, owing to 
the abse:1ce of data equivalent to the annuity rolls. Feder­
al population census data is open to research only through 
1920. 

1904 Tac~~art Roll. Listing on the Taggart Roll is not in 
itself a "high evidence" indication for HPI social communi­
ty. De~;cendancy from the Taggart Roll, compiled in 1904, is 
the basic criterion for the petitioner's membership eligi­
bility. However, the Taggart Roll is not a listing of the 
Pine Creek settlement only, nor of Huron Potawatomi only. 
It is a listing of all those Michigan Potawatomi over and 
above Ule Pokagon Potawatomi on the 1895 Cadman Roll who 
were fOl.:.nd entitled to c.Laims payments under the judgment, 
in that their ancestors had been on Michigan Potawatomi 
annuity payment rolls between 1843 and 1866. There were 
many peopl'2 on the Taggart Roll who had never been in tribal 
re1ationl3 with the petitioner and who do not have descen­
dants u[>on the petitioner's current (1994) membership list. 
However, the Taggart Roll does provide sufficient informa­
tion abrnlt listees to indicate family relationships and 
places of residence of those persons on it who were members 
of the petitioner's ancestral community. 

1910 Fedi~ral Census: The 1910 Federal census of Athens 
Township, Calhoun County, Michigan showed a somewhat more 
disperseci residential pattern than the 1880 and 1900 census­
es had done, but the gro110 was still clustered heavjly on 
the Pine Creek reservation land. There were 14 households, 

heard a sp~ech by a representative from the Parker reservation in 
Arizona, ~)lunteered to work among the Mojave, Navaho, and Hopi" (Rowley 
1966) . 
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includinq one in which a Potawatomi woman had married a 
local nrnl-Indian, and two men living as hired men in non­
Indian :households. Only six of the households contained 
married couples, the others being headed by widows or widow­
ers. Trle total population at Pine Creek was 63, of whom 24 
were unck:~r age 21 (U.S. Census 1910a, 73A, 73B, 76B, 77B, 
88A, oaB, 89).166 

1920 Feck~ral Census: The 1920 Federal census, Athens Town­
ship, Ca.lhoun County, Michigan, showed only 12 households at 
Pine CrE!E~k, one of which was still headed by the non-Indian 
married t.o a Potawatomi woman who had been there in 1910 . 
. '.I.1.e tota.1 population was 45, of whom 24 were under age 21 
(U.S. CE!l1SUS 1920a) .167 

1934 PinE~ Creek Residents List. The 1934 "List of Indians 
residin~r at the Athens Indian Reservation, known in former 
treaties as the Huron Band of Pottawatomies" (HPI OD Re­
sponse/Littlefield 1993, 16) was sent by Austin Mandoka and 
the Pine Creek "Indian Committee" to COlA John Collier as 
part of 1:he settlement's attempt to be allowed to organize 
under the IRA (Howard-Wheeler Act). It listed 15 resident 
househol(is, which contained 62 persons--an increase since 
the 1920 census. 16B Of the 62 residents, 29 were under age 

166 Family names: Mackety, Paul. Nottaway, Pamptopee, Watson, 
Rogers, Mandoka, Bush, David, Mackey, Wesaw, Meme, Shawgoquet, Bazille, 
Johnson, and King (U.S. Census 1910a, 73A, 73B, 76B, 77B, 88A, 88B, 89) . 
The Paul, Wesaw, Bazille, and King names derived from the Pokagon 
Potawatomi, but Wesaw and Paul were married to Bradley women; Bazille 
was the stepson of a long-time Pine Creek resident, while the widowed 
Mrs. King was living with a Pine Creek niece. Mackety, Bush, and 
Johnson h3d married in from Bradley. 

167 Pamily names: Watson, White Pigeon (new immigrant from Brad­
ley), PamJtopee, Rogers, Mandoka, Mackety, Bailey, Meme, Paul, Day, 
Nottaway (U.S. Census 1920a, E.D. 35, Sheets lA, 4A, 4B, 7B, 8A). Frank 
Bailey (a ~ichigan Potawatomil and Edward Day (a Canadian Potawatomil 
had married Pine Creek women. 

168 .L 934 List of Residents: 
Family Sam Mandoka - 70; Mary Mandoka - 60; Austin Mandoka - 36; 

Homer Manjoka - 30; Hazel Mandoka - 14. 
Family Grover Mandoka - Age 37; Sarah Mandoka - 31; Elizabeth 

Mandoka - l' ~arion Mandoka :1; Alma Mandoka - 7; Robert Mandoka - 2; 
Henry Paul - 90; Joseph Me-Me - 72. 

John Mackey - 72. 
Family Agnes Pamp Age 5,:); Char Ips T. Pamp' 23 .. 
Family Henry MeDawis Age 38;I~arion MeDawis - 36 [NOTE BY VED: 

nee Mary ~rln Pamp, daughter of Chief Stephen Pamptopee]; Dorothy MeDawis 
- 13; Irere MeDawis - 11; Leona MeDawis - 10; Daisy MeDawis - 8; Suzzane 
MeDawis - 6; Gladys MeDawis - 5; H~~ry Jr. MeDawis - ~; Pauline MeDawis 
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21. Of :he 29 minors on this 1934 list, all but one either 
are on Ll.e current (1994) HPI membership list or, if de­
ceased, :l.ave children on the current membership list (BAR 
analysis). The 29th, the Rev. Samuel Mackety, was active as 
late as :3eptember 8, 1979, when he seconded the motion to 
adopt the HPI constitution (HPI Tribal Minutes, September 
24,19791. 

Cha:rt: III: HPI Population at Pine Creek, 1900-1940 

1900 Federal census: 
1904 BIA Taggart Roll: 
1910 Federal .Ce .sus, Athens Township; 
1920 Federal Census, Athens Township: 
1920 known Pine Creek descendants alive: 
1930 known Pine Creek descendants alive: 
1934 Pine Creek Reservation residents: 
1939 BIA estimate, Pine Creek site: 
1940 known Pine Creek descendants alive: 
1940 estimate on Pine Creek site: 

70 
78' 
63 2 

45 3 

84 
114 

62' 
12 families 

124 
35' 

Identified as of the petitioner's "band" of the 298 Michigan 
Potawatomi listed on the Taggart Roll. 

2 Of these 63, 24 were under age 21. 
3 of these 45,24 were under age 21. 
4 Of these, 29 were under age 21. 
~i As a consequence of the Depression, more members of the group moved 

away from Pine Creek and Athens looking for work. In 1937, a dozen 
residents left the settlement (Leatherbury 1977, 102). By 1940, 
only 35 residents remained on the Pine Creek site (Leatherbury 
1977, 102). 

When the list of adults residing on the Pine Creek Reserva­
tion in 1934 is compared to the genealogical data available 

- 2. 
Fami Ly of Joseph C. Pamp - Age 45; Eliza Pamp - 45; Anna Marie 

Pamp - 18; Arthur Pamp - 16; Celia Pamp - 13; Fern Pamp - 11. 
FamLLy of Levi Pamp - Age 42; Elizabeth Pamp - 35; Maynard Pamp 

16; Balaam Pamp - 13; Leonard Pamp - 6; Dennis C. Paul - 40. 
Fami :.y of Phebe Pamp - Age 58; Warren Pamp - 28; Charles R. Pamp -

24; Mildred Pamp - 11. 
EIU ot Pamp - age 32; Hilared [?) Pamp - 24 .. 
Johre T. Paul, 67 [possibly 57?) . 
Fami :.y of Albert Mackety - age 46; Elizabeth Mackety - 38; Hubert 

Mackety - :!O; Sam Mackety - 18; Thomas Mackety - 16; David Mackety - 14; 
Agnes Mack E~ty - 9; Alberta Mackety - 3. 

Fami :.y Ida Nottawa - 50; Clarence Nottawa - 28; James Nottawa -
24; Beatd ce Nottawa - 20; Helen "ottawa - 16. 
Betsy Rap]:, Age - 40 [NOTE BY VED: nee Mandoka, married to a pOKagon) . 

Fami :.y Lucius King Age 29; Charlote King - 24. 
J3.mu; Quigno Age - 38. 
witt: the exception uf King and Quigno, both of which tamilies were 

Pokagon Pct:awatomi, all of these were either traditional Pine Creek 
families Cl' persons who had married into traditional Pine Creek fami­
lies. All were Indian. 
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to BAR, there were no more than 50 living adult descendants 
of the nineteenth-century Pine Creek population in 1934 
(this makE~S the assumption that all those for whom no death 
date is on record were still alive in 1934). As 33 were 
residinq on the reservation, the maximum number of HPI 
adults who could~have been residing off the Pine Creek site 
in 1~~4 was 17. This in~ic&tes that of the adult descen­
dants, 53 percent were residing on the state reservation in 
1934. 

li the ratio of children to adults in the off-reservation 
families in 1934 were the same as the ratio of children to 
L·jults in the on-reserva.:.ion families, the total HPI popula­
tion in 1934 could have been estimated as approximately 95 
persons--a not unreasonable number when compared to earlier 
firm dac:a. 169 However, adding to the known 1920 total 
descendants a total of 41 known births between 1920-29 and 
subtrac:ing the 11 known deaths between 1920-29, the actual 
1930 pOfulation figure reached is 114, indicating that the 
off-reservation families were having, proportionally, larger 
numbers of children than the households on the Pine Creek 
reservation. 

BIA pol i c=y toward the Indians of Michigan's lower peninsula, 
and its iDlpac t on Pine Creek. 

Wheeler-Howard Act and IRA. On March 20, 1934, Austin 
Mandoka and the "Indian Committee" wrote COlA John Collier 
requesting that the Pine Creek Huron Potawatomi be included 
in the terms of the proposed legislation that became the 
Wheeler-Howard Act, and enclosing a list of 62 "Indians 
residin~ at the Athens Indian Reservation, known in former 
treatieE as the Huron Band of Pottawatomies" (HPI OD Re­
sponse/Littlefield 1993, 16). 

Holst Rs:port, 1939. In response to multiple requests not 
only from the Pine Creek settlement, but from Indian groups 
allover Michigan, the BIA in 1939 commissioned a study of 
the situation in the Lower Peninsula: John H. Holst, "A 
Survey of Indian Groups in the State of Michigan 1939." 
Holst reported that: 

The Athens group is small. The State holds a sort 
of tL~st over 120 a~rei of land on which the so-

169 TCle HPI petition for orgaAization under the 1934 IRA, contain­
ing 102 signatures, was not produced until 1972. Therefore, its numbers 
do not reflect the 1934 population1cf the group. 
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called Athens group reside. The land is divided 
into six 20-acre units. About a third of it is 
cult.ivated. They make some baskets but depend 
mainly upon outside employment (HPI Pet. 1986, 
Hif:t.orical Overview, 44). 

In 1ddition, the Holst repor':: showed 12 families among a 
1 ist def,:l'9nated as "Potawatomi Groups in Lower Michigan" 
residing in Athens (HPI Pet. 1986, Historical Overview, 44) 

Based on Holst's 1939 survey, Walter V. Woehlke prepared a 
memorandum to COlA John Collier recommending withdrawal of 
-- activities from Lo"er Michigan (HPI Pet. 1986, Hi' '::ori­
cal Overvil~w, 44). On May 29, 1940, COlA Collier issued a 
policy 1 :_mi ting further extension of Federal services to 
Indians :_n Lower Michigan (HPI Pet. 1986, Historical Over­
view, 44--4 1); HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 17). 

A good s1.11mnation of the situation at the end of the 1930' s 
was presE!nt:ed in the WPA Guide, Michigan- -A Guide to the 
WolverinE~ State, compiled in 1941 under the Writers' Program 
of the W. P. A. : 

Right on State 78 is Athens (622 pop.) along the 
Nott~awaseepe River, a tributary of the St. Joseph 

. money used to establish an Indian settlement 
on the site of what is now Indiantown. Ahead on 
Stat,E:; 78 to a junction with a graveled road, 2.6 
milE!S, straight ahead to a second graveled road. 
Here! the committee from Athens purchased land and 
erected six log cabins, a barn, and a schoolhouse. 
The Potawatomi, peace-loving agriculturists who 
inhE~ited the valleys of the Battle Creek and 
Kalclmazoo Rivers, once called their group by thou­
sandB and their acres in four figures, had at 
Indiantown only 60 tribal members remaining to 
till a meager 120 acres. Chief Mandoka, the last 
of the properly designated chiefs of the Potawa­
tomi, died in 1934 in his 71st year. The Indian 
children attend the public schools of the dis­
trict, and the adults, to supplement the income 
derived from the weaving of baskets, seek employ­
ment in Athens (quoted in: Riley to Hawkins, 
September 20, 1964, BA~~ Files) . 

World Wat: II Era. The petitinner presented almost no docu­
mentation for the World War II era: only a couple 0 

paper articles, and those pertaining only to military J~L 
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vice, e1:c.170 The HPI petition states in general terms 
that: 

During World War II, some band members joined the 
armed services and others took jobs in urban in­
dustries. Several men worked in factories in 
Battle Creek or Detroit du~ing these yearE. Women 
also took industrial jobs. The Medawis sisters 
Leona, Daisy, and Gladys, granddaughters of Steve 
Panrp, worked in Battle Creek factories during the 
war (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 28). 

THE PINE CREEK SETTLEMENT, 1948-1970 

By 1947-1948, documentation again becomes available. In 
1900, t~e 120 acres held in trust by the State had been 
declarelj tax exempt because of its status as an Indian 
reservation (HPI Petition, 52). Again in 1952, the Calhoun 
County 'I'rE!aSUrer stated that the Athens Township Tax Roll 
still indicated that the Pine Creek land was an "Indian 
Reservation; Taxes Exempt" (Riley to Hawkins, June 24, 1964, 
BAR Fil,= s) . 

Economi,e and social life. 

Population estimates and membership rolls. For a more 
detaile~. discussion of the sources upon which Chart IV is 
based, tee elsewhere in the Historical Technical Report and 
extensi~~ly in the Genealogical Technical Report of this 
Proposed Finding. The chart is included here as a conve­
nient rE~ference. 

The "known descendants alive" figures in Chart IV are based 
upon BAR analysis of the genealogical data submitted by the 
petitioner. As no membership rolls are available prior to 
1978, estimates of participation levels are not possible. 

'0 lJist of soldier ~ from AtL-c.,s ,and ·v . .:inity, including Amos J. 
Day, David )Vla-ckety; Tho(r[as Mackety,' La'wren~'e' Matson, Russell i.:lewellyJi' 
Matson, Donald McIntosh, Leonard J. Pamp, Arthur Pamp, Baalam Pamp, 

::warren Pdmp (HPI Pet. Fx.: \the~7_TI\mes, Sept,~5, 1~4?), (> 
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CHART IV: 
HPI Population Estimates and Membership, 1940.,.1994 

1940 estimate on Pine Creek site: 
1940 known ~ine Creek descendants alive: 
"950 known Pine Creek descendants alive: 
19~i1 estimate on Pine creek site: 
19GJ known Pine Creek descendants alive: 
19fi] estimate on Pine Creek site: 
197] known Pine Creek descendants alive: 
197:2 adult signers of IRA resolution: 
19'n BPI estimate of own population: 
19',"7 estimate on Pine Creek site: 
1978 known Pine Creek descendants alive: 
19713 HPI membership report: 
19~:B HPI membership list: 411 (276 1/4 
19E::, eligible HPI voters list: 
19H; HPI membership list: 528 (249 1/4 
19~:. HPI membership list: 
19~.4 BAR estimate: 

1 (:..eatherbury 1977,102). 

35' 
124 
192 

70 2 

390 
100 3 

523 
102 4 

over 200 5 

35 6 

667 
462 7 

quantum) 8 

231 ' 
quantum) 10 

849" 
819 

2 1951 newspaper artlcle In the Enquirer and News, Battle Creek, Michigan, 
headlined "Athens Pottawatomies Rapidly Merging Into Stream of American 
Enterprise" (Erskine 1951). This article was not factually reliable. 

3 The population was "100 or so" (Detroit News, December 17, 1961). 
4 At least 20 of these adults were from the Bradley settlement. 
5 Unsigned, undated, copy of resolution, done at Hopkinsburg V.F.W. Hall (HPI 

Tribal Office) . 
6 (Leatherbury 1977,102). 
7 (Bush to Tribal Council, April 1, 1978). Includes persons of Bradley/Salem 

Taggart Roll descent. For detailed discussion of these HPI membership 
llsts, see the Genealogical Technical Report. 

8 368 individuals were listed on the 1978 roll proper, which included 
Bradley/Salem Taggart Roll descendants. 191 heads of household or individ­
ual adults met the 1/4 Potawatomi blood quantum membership requirement. 85 
minors met the 1/4 Potawatomi blood quantum requirement. 92 minor children 
had asterisks by their names to indicate that they were less than one­
quarter (1/4) blood quantum. 

A supplementary section contained two pages listing 26 adults who 
were known to be Taggart Roll descendants, but who had less than 1/4 degree 
Pocawatomi blood quantum. These persons had a total of 16 known minor 
children. Adding these and one adopted child to the 368 persons on the 
1978 Roll proper, there was a total of 411. 

9 Includes many Bradley/Salem Potawatomi, although the two groups did not 
have a formal merger until 1987. 

10 The 1986 roll contained the names of 249 individuals (both adults and minor 
children) who met the 1/4 degree blood quantum requirement. Six more 
qualified members were handwritten at the end of the typed list, for a 
total membership of 255. . 

Additional pages of the 1986 membership roll form, filled out in 
nandwritinq, were headed "less than 1/4 blood quantum." In 1986, there 
were 273 persons in the "less than 1/4 Potawatomi blood quantum" category. 
In addit.ion, the "less than 1/4 blood quantum" roll contained 18 names 
duplicating those on the 1/4 quantum roll. 

In 1986, HPI had 528 names, of whom 255 qualified as tribal members 
a.nd 273 were lineal desceniants of less than 1/4 blood quantum. Of the 255 
I:ribal members, 32 (12.5 % w~re under 18. Of the 273 lineal descendants 
i"ith less than 1/4 HPI blood quantum, 117 (42%) were under 18. 

11 This roll reflects the merger with the Bradley Settlement (Gun Lake/Match­
e-be-nash-she-wish Pote vatoi i Bard) '"hich took place in 1987. 559 were 
adults ana 267 were unaer L. There were 23 entries for which no b.Lrthdate 
"'as given and no age could be extrapolated. 
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Continuiition of traditional economic activities. One clear 
indicator that the Pine Creek community had continued to 
exist after World War II is that by 1951, the population at 
II Indian<~own II had almost doubled since 1940 (Leatherbury 
1977, 102). Tl1e community was still visible to outsiders: 

For the past few weeks, the Potawatomi living in 
tlu~ area known as IIIndian Town ll south and east of 
FuLton have been in the midst of their biggest 
production period of the year (Ryan 1951) . 

This unidentified newspaper article, headlined "Potawatomies 
Skilled Easter Basket Makers," placed its emphasis on Mary 
Mandokcl and the basket makers' use of black ash from swamps 
near Marshall and Dowagiac: 

E~~ry few months the Potawatomi men go to one of 
thi~se swamps and cut down a load of straight ash 
lo}s. Each six foot log costs them about 50 cents 
from the swamp owners. The logs are brought back 
to Indian Town and distributed among the 12 to 15 
filluilies residing there (Ryan 1951) . 

He descLibed in detail how the men and boys pounded the logs 
to obtclin the strips; that Mary's son Grover did the heavy 
work fOL her; that they colored their material by boiling 
the strips in kettles with dye, and said that the women and 
youngsL~rs did the weaving. In that season, Mary Mendoka 
had made about 300 baskets for the Fulton school. Other 
buyers ~ome from outside. The article also mentioned the 
reservation's "tiny church with Potawatomi hymn books" (Ryan 
1951) . 

A 1951 newspaper article in the Enquirer and News, Battle 
Creek,'4ichigan, headlined "Athens Pottawatomies Rapidly 
Merginq Into Stream of American Enterprise" (Erskine 1951), 
was not: factually reliable. For example, the reporter said 
that a h.undred years before, the reservation had had 4, 500 
acres :~ossibly a reference to the old Nottawaseppi Re­
serve?), but had "dwindled ll to 120. The article also main­
tained that "it was said" (no citation to indicate by whom) 
that the 1880 census counted more than 1,000 Pottawatomies 
on a 4,500 acre reservation near Athens, but the reporter 
did add, "thesg-figures sound excessive." (The actual 1880 
figures were 54 Indians enumerated on the 120-acre Pine 
Creek site.) The 1951 artirle also attributed the 1904 
claims payment to the leadership of Sam Mandoka rather than 
to that of Phineas Pamptopee. 
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On the basis of this general lack of accurate historical 
facts, I~~R looks at the rest of the article's contentions 
with scepticism. These were that the Pine Creek reservation 
numbered less than 30 in 1937, but that the population had 
practicaLly doubled since then; that Indians from the reser­
vation had established families in a number of towns and 
citi~~ of southern Michig~n and as far west as Dakota and 
Colorado; and that three new homes were being erected on the 
reserve, while several more were being enlarged and remod­
eled (Erskine 1951) . 

In 1957, Mary (Walker) Mandoka died in "Indian Town" just 
~st of Athens. The obituary stated that her sons Grover 

and HomE,r both lived on the Athens "reservation" (Potawatomi 
Chief's Widow, Mrs. Mandoka, Dies at 95. Unidentified news­
paper clipping, hand-dated May 8, 1957)_ 

By the later 1950's, the reservation presented a combination 
of tradition and adaption. In 1958, Athens Indians told the 
local paper that the price of fur was so low that it was 
hardly worth catching a cold over the hunting and trapping 
(Athens_1"jmes, December 1, 1958). Two years later, an 
interview with Albert Mackety indicated that Michigan's 
restrictive conservation measures were having a major impact 
on the Potawatomi way of life in Calhoun County. Mackety, 
retired from Duplex Printing Press Co., was peeling black 
ash for his wife's basket weaving. He had trailed a buck in 
the swamp that morning while cutting black ash. Levi Pamp, 
age 66, recalled dugout canoes on Pine Creek in 1908, but 
said "Now', we've got conservation laws. And trespass laws." 
Amos Day, a construction worker, was too busy working to 
hunt and fish; but the teenage boys still did so. One of 
Mackety's sons was a minister in Albuquerque, NM;. another 
was a Buick employee in Flint (Athens Pottawatomies 1960) 

A 1961 Ill3wspaper article (headline cut off of photocopy) 
concerni::1g the reservation at Athens, Michigan, said that 
the numbers and area were dwindling steadily toward extinc­
tion. TI:1e residents were described as living a life that 
'vas a mixture of the old and new. Some still hunted and 
trapped: .Amos Day (who the year before had been described as 
too busy working to hunt) and his brother Alexander were 
said to earn up to $10.0n daily trapping raccoon, muskrat, 
and an o(~Ldsional mink; ~lbe~t Mackety did basket weaving. 
The article described Indian Town as "a spot marked unmis­
taLably by poverty," with ht..mble homes heated bv wood, an 
unpaved road, scarcely any telephones. Some homes had no 
inside p~_umbing, though most had electric lights. The 
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population was "100 or so" (Detroit News, December 17, 1961). 

A decadE' later, reporters were still repeating the same 
themes. In 1971, there were "fewer than a dozen buildings" 
at Indian Town, though this article again repeated the 
mistaken claim that the settlement once numbered over 1,000. 
This art.icle featured Howard ?aul, using skip-to-my-lou 
basket "reaving pattern, and said that a half -dozen or fewer 
Indians still wove baskets in Indian Town (LeFever 1971) . 
In 1977, Leatherbury reported the population as about 35 
(Leatherbury 1977, 102). 

20ntinu~~L_ u.;:>&nsic of of ~servation rE ~ :1cnce and employ­
ment. i\fter World War II, the pattern of work off the 
reservat.ion did continue to grow: 

For" many Huron Potawatomi, this period marked the 
first: participation in the urban labor market. By 
thE~ E~nd of the War, factory employment and other 
urban jobs had largely replaced the earlier depen­
dence on seasonal farm work and subsistence farm­
in~r. . David Mackety and his brother worked at 
the Clark Equipment plant in Battle Creek, and 
OthE:?J::" reservation residents also sought urban 
employment. In the 1950s, economic recession 
pUE:hed several reservation residents into looking 
farther afield for employment. Several related 
families, 5 children of Henry Medawis and Mary 
Pamptopee and their families, moved to the south 
sicLE:? of Grand Rapids (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 
1993" 28). Other members of the band took jobs in 
Battle Creek or Kalamazoo and moved there to live, 
or found housing in the rural areas near Athens . 

. inadequate housing on the reservation, could­
n't get loans to build there because of the land's 
trust status (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 
29). Some worked with Indian programs, like the 
Grand Rapids Intertribal Councilor All-Indian 
Outreach (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 30). 

Of the E;pecific occupations listed in 1951, Homer Mandoka 
was an expert orchardmanj Grover Mandoka a foreman in the 
lumber camps, specializing in work with mechanical saws. 
"Albert IVJctckety, a patriarch of the tribe, whose neat House 
and weI:. -kept lawns are the pride of the reservation," had 
sons Da"id Mackety who was a~ expert tool and die maker, 
Hubert ~1ackety who was a machinist, Sam Mackety who was 
pastor of the Indian church at Mt. Pleasant, and another son 
who was studying for the m~n~stry in Cincipnati. Levi 
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Pamptopee, "grandson of the chief," was a full-time basket­
maker because he had to work at home to nurse his son, 
Maynard, for 25 years cripped by polio. Another of Levi's 
sons, Leonard Pamptopee, was a tree surgeon, while a third, 
Kenneth :?amptopee, was at tending high school in Athens. 
(York 19':;1). 

By 1961, it was reported that most members of the group 
worked in offices or plants. David Mackety worked at a 
Battle C~eek tool and die shop; Alberta Mackety worked for 
an insurance firm in nearby Marshall; Samuel Mackety was "a 
college man and a Methodist preacher in Oklahoma." Kenneth 
':'1man, Ita whit'3 man m .Tied t Gwynit--_a Day, - Potawatomi 
girl," y;-as building a house on the reservation. He had 
recently been laid off from a nearby lumber mill (Detroit 
News 1961). The same year the local paper reported that 
Mrs. Sarah Mandoka and her daughter Marian were driving to 
work every day at the Vegetable and Fruit Nursery in Bris­
tol, Indiana (Athens Times, March 23, 1961). 

Five years later, in 1966, the members of the petitioning 
group were described in much the same terms Elliot S. Pamp, 
63, worked as a painter at Ft. Custer State Home. Some had 
moved ju:;t off the reservation, where they bought farms. 
Most stL.I had relatives on, and other connections with, the 
reservat:.on: 

Now our Indians here are an ambitious lot. Most 
of those who live on the reservation as well as 
thoBe who live off have jobs in industry or work 
the:.:L own farms. But young Indians must stop 
quitting school when they're still in the grades 
(Rovlley 1966) . 

In a 1971 interview, Levi Pamp, 77, "dredging mandolins and 
violins out of a closet off his living room," told a report­
er: 

We 'IlE=re closer years ago. We got along good to­
gether. We're more separated now, and not many 
can t.alk the language any more . The Indian 
is 90in9 to better schools now and getting smarter 
in a way. But he has lost touch. Younger Indians 
talk En~J.lsh to the baLies, not our tongue. But 
things are getting better, I'd say (LeFever 1971) . 

As ot 19Ei5 I' the pet: ::.':'oner' sown ref'Jrt concluded tj,..at there 
was no gl:eat potential for economic development on the Pine 

,Creek re~;ervation. A 1 ~ ttl~ over half r.he t.otal area WA.S 
... ..! 
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good and was being currently used for residences and garden­
ing. Only 20 people resided on site. Persons of employable 
status h~d adapted to the situation by finding employment in 
Grand Ra~ids, Kalamazoo, Lansing, and other towns. Personal 
income v3ried with the type of skill possessed (Nottawasep­
pi-Huron Potawatomi Socio-Econonomic Status. Updated Report 
198~, 2 HPI Petition). At peak earning level of HPI 
members were those in the professions and trades: nurse and 
health technicians; office and secretarial; tool and die; 
millwright; armed forces careers; clergy; design engineers; 
computer field; and factory manufacturing jobs (Nottawasep­
pi-Huron Potawatomi Socio-Econonomic Status. Updated Report 
19:: 3. E~~--: Petitio ,) . 

Education,. In 1916, "for the first time in many years," a 
Pine Creek resident chose to attend the local high school 
rather than a BIA school (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1933, 
33). This became more common during the 1920's--Charles R. 
Pamp gra.duated from Athens High School in 1929 with a dis­
tinguished athletic career (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 
1993, 34). As late as 1933, however, attendance records at 
Mt. Pleasant listed Hazel Mendoka, David and John Chivis, 
Alex Day, and Sam and Tom Mackety (HPI OD Response/ 
Littlefield 1993, 33). The attraction of the BIA schools to 
the Pine Creek settlement was at least partly economic. A 
year later, the option of attending Mt. Pleasant was removed 
when the school closed. In his 1934 letter to COlA John 
Collier. A.ustin Mandoka wrote that: 

The Indian children have been attending the Mt. 
Pleasant Indian School in the past years, but due 
to the Government's economic program, were forced 
out., making it doubly hard for the parents to 
obtai.n more food and clothing at home (Mandoka to 
Collier, March 20, 1934; HPI OD Response/ 
Littlefield 1993, 17). 

A few s':::udents did continue to attend BIA schools at least 
into the early 1960's. In 1961, the local paper reported 
that, "I~iss Shirley Mackety will report to the Indian Train­
ing schcols in Arizona within a few days, the church had a 
farewell for her Friday evening" (Athens Times, July 13, 
1961) . 

" 

Even during the Depression, the Pine Creek students contin­
ued to :::omplete their schoolin~:i: David Mackety graduated 
from Attens High School (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 
34). A 1951 newspaper article not only looked back to HPI 
athleteE such as Charles Pamp and James Henry (track and 
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football) who had been outstanding at the Athens schools in 
the past, but said that currently at the Athens school, the 
children stood well in their classes, with seven boasting 
outstanding records. These included Janet Mackety, Mary 
Medavis, and Rhea Mackety (Erskine 1951). In 1962, James 
Mackety, student at Athens high school, painted the Indian 
emblem I:Jr gym {Enquirer and News, Battle Creek, Michigan, 
February 20, 1962). 

Communitd activities. During the post-World War II era, in 
addition to church activities, other events also drew HPI 
members back to the Pine Creek settlement. Funerals at­
tracted large attendance (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 
41). About 1957 or 1958, the wedding of Yvonne Day, held in 
the reservation church, with a reception outside, was at­
tended by most of the membership (HPI OD Response/ 
Littlefil~ld 1993, 40).171 In 1960, a benefit supper was 
organized to help pay for heart surgery for Louise Medawis, 
Henry ME,dawis' wife (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 21). 

The Holiness church. Some of the impulse for the Pine Creek 
settlement to change from the Methodist to the Holiness 
church may also have come from the fact that after the 
Methodist: Conference supposedly took charge of the Athens 
camp meet:ings in 1927, rather than leaving their conduct to 
the Indian church, the camp meetings lapsed. When they were 
revived =_n 1939,l72 it was under Holiness auspices, and 
they were billed as interdenominational, even though Method­
ist mini~;ters continued to appear as speakers. 173 

171 em the basis of genealogical data submitted, BAR estimates that 
the 1958 m'~mbership would have comprised about 100 adults eligible for 
HPI member:3hip (at a maximum, including the Bradley settlement) and at 
least 210 children under age 18. 

172 Indian Camp Meeting to be held July 30 to August 6 after a 
lapse of iour- or five years, at Fullers Grove one mile south of Leroy. 
Tent tabenlde Ie, speakers, mus ie . "Assure a week of hoI iness interest 
for all wt~) attend." Speaking and singing in both Indian and English 
(Athens Th1e~l, July 12, 1939). 

171 Fotawatomi Indian group from the Athens reservation sponsored a 
Holiness camp meeting_ Frank Peters of Mt. Pleasant and Amos Nooday of 
Standish, both Methodists, were s~'akers (Athens Times, July 12, 1939). 
ChoIr and Ilreacher from the Saginaw Chippewa reservation at Mt. PleasanL 
(Littlefield 1993, 36; Athens Times, July 26, 1939). 

ADnui'd Athens interdenominar.ional campmeeting to be held July 25 
to August ~::i, Spencer's Grove, 3 1/2 miles south of Athens. Rev. W.C. 
Fowler of Cambridge, Ohio and Rev. "Chuck" Pampto-pee of Battlecreek of 
the leader~:. Van Dam Brothers of Colon for music; Rev. Wm. Dean of 
Colon (Aths:ns Times, n. d. ) . . 
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No infopnation about the holding of camp meetings at Athens 
exists f~r the World War II period, but the custom had been 
revived~y 1947.174 In 19'-%8, the newspaper reported that 
nine Indian tribes had been represented at the Indian camp 
meeting, which had an attendance of 100 to 200 people at 
various times. The board, composed of Revs. Charles and 
Warren P::lmp, Albert Mackety, Herbert Mackety c n..thens, and 
Louis Church of Bradley, had proposed improvements to camp­
grounds ::lnd were making efforts to establish an Indian 
children's home. Speakers at the camp meeting had included 
Charles Pamp of Mt. Pleasant; Warren Pamp of Rapid City, 
S.D; and the Mackety brothers, including Rev. Samuel Mackety 
of Mt. Pleasant (Athens r~imes, September 1, 1948). The 
petitioner indicates that David Mackety was also by this 
time inv:J·lved with the Holiness movemene75 and states that 
"the nev'; identification with the Holiness Church brought a 
stricter behavioral code" (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 
36) . 

The 1950 camp meeting began on August 20. The new 100 x 50' 
tabernacle had overflow crowds on two Sundays with services 
daily, :Lncluding Rev. Warren Pamp of Battle Creek. There 
were plans to start work on a dormitory and kitchen for the 
1951 camp (Athens Indian Campmeeting Draws Largest Atten­
dance This Season In Its History. Athens Times, September 
6, 1950;. A 1951 newspaper article on the community stated: 

A new addition is being built on the old Indian 
church; southeast 0:': town the Athens Pottawatomies 
have built with volunteer labor a camp-meeting 
tabernacle 100x50 feet which will seat 800 persons 
and is visited each year by hundreds of Indians 
representing tribes in widely scattered states of 
the union (Erskine 1951) . 

By 1953.< the Holiness congregation was ready to dedicate a 
new Indian Mission church, located across the road on the 
Pine Cn~E!k reservation from the old Methodist church. The 
ceremonies began on October 16 and continued through the 
following Sunday (Athens Times, October 14, 1953). At 
approximately the same time, the old Methodist Indian church 

-------
174 C'ampmeeting Visitor Died suddenly Sunday. Adam J. Sprague, 55, 

of Bradle~r, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Mackety. He was here to 
attend tre Indian campmeeting (Athens Times, August 27, 1947). 

\7' ]n 1960, he was president of the Indian Mission Board (Athens 
Times, April 14, 1960). 

; 
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building that had been constructed in 1926 was purchased by 
Herbert IlJackety, who 1 i ved there for a time (Athens Times, 
January I), 1954). 

The Holiness congregation was active, not only locally, 
throughout the 1950's. Rev. and Mrs. Raymond Montour from 
Winner, S.D., held meetings t the Indian Mission to raise 
money for a. little Indian chapel in Winner (Athens Times, 
February 17, 1954). The anniversary of Indian Mission 
Church, Oct. 22-23-24, 1954, was marked by nightly services 
(Athens~~imes, September 24, 1954). On one occasion during 
the following year, the Indian Mission Church evening ser­
vice was c cC)lle,: to let ~'young peop'" 3.ttend a special 
meeting at the Fulton Methodist Church (Athens Times, March 
2, 1955) Rev. Joe Sprague, a Methodist of Hopkins, brought 
the East,E~r message to the Indian church (Athens Times, April 
13, 1955). 

The camp meetings continued on a regular basis, and still 
attracteci Indian visitors from such sites as Mt. Pleasant 
(Athens Times, August 8, 1957), while in turn, Athens Indi­
ans attended the camp meeting at Bolton (Athens Times, 
August 21, 1957). In 1957, the paper noted that a turkey 
Thanksgiving dinner served at the Indian Mission Home and 
that the Indian Mission Church Revival would start on 
Thanksgiving Eve and run through December 8 (Athens Times, 
November 28, 1957). In 1961, the local paper reported a 
board meeting at Indian Mission farm March 4 to vote for an 
evangel i~:t:: for the camp meeting (Athens Times, March 2, 
1961). Other articles the same year mentioned preparations 
for an Apr:LI revival meeting (Athens Times, March 23, 1961) 
and that the Holiness camp had come to its ending Sunday, 
August 6 (l\thens Times, August 10, 1961). 

American Indian Gospel Church, Grand Rapids. Michigan. 
Invol vemE,nt~ in Indian Holiness churches was continued by 
Pine Creek Potawatomi who moved to other locations in Michi­
gan, suct. as Grand Rapids, in order to find work. These 
urban In~.ian Holiness churches also brought Pine Creek 
Potawato':ni into renewed contacts with Indians from elsewhere 
in Michi'~·cm. 176 

ln 1574, John Chivis replaced by Leona Bush as registered agent 
(HPI Triba:. Office) . 

1975, Leona Bush replaced by Isaac Peters as registered agent (HPI 
Tribal Offjce) . ' 

1977, Isaac Peters replaced by Grant Asquab as registered agent 
(HPI Tribal Office) . 
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Revival. Jf traditional Indian religion. By the 1960's, 
however, the religious situation at Pine Creek became com­
plicated by involvement of some resident and non-resident 
members Jf the group in the revival of Native American 
religions (HPI 00 Response/Littlefield 1993, 37-38). 

After the R~v. Charles ?amp died, his wife and 
chlldren became actively involved in traditional 
Indian sprituality. Charles Pamp, Jr. (also known 
as "Moose" Pamp) was especially active, travelling 
to Walpole Island to learn traditional ways. He 
also became involved in the American Indian Move­
ment. other ~ 3.1C'.ps were also accively involvEl 
in powwows (HPI 00 Response/Littlefield 1993, 38). 

This led to considerable conflict with the Christian funda­
mentalists under the leadership of David Mackety: Charles 
Pamp, Jr. was denied burial in the Pine Creek cemetery in 
1979 (HPI 00 Response/Littlefield 1993, 38-39). This con­
flict, along with the dispute between residents and non­
residents over the status of the 120 acres of the Pine Creek 
Reservation (see below), explains many of the shifting 
alliances of various HPI leaders with other Michigan Potawa­
tomi groups during the next 15 years, until the present 
time. 

The Pine Creek cemetery and its relationship to the churches 
and community. The well-kept cemetery177 on the Pine creek 
reservation has been in continous use since the mid-nine­
teenth century: the oldest grave for which the location is 
still n:membered is that of Chief John Moguago, who died in 
1863, and whose grave is marked by an oak tree. Members of 
the comrruni ty, both residents and non- residents, still use 
it, though some veterans choose to be buried at the nearby 
Fort Custer National Cemetery (DeMaree FD 1994) . 

Many graves are unmarked, even for persons who can be docu­
mented from obituaries as having been buried there. Some 
graves are marked by rough stones; others in the traditional 
manner ::::1' trees planted upon the gravesite, and many of the 

177 ~~he relation of the fall ~wing deed to the existing cemer-r~y is 
unclear. The Pine Creek cemetery is right in the middle of the reserva­
tion prop'~rty. 

Depd, April 16, 1921, from Herry Cole, Athens Township, to Samuel 
MandOK.d, Grover Mandoka alld Dennis Paul, Trustees for the Nottawatamie 
Band of IJ1lj:Lnas [sic] of the Township of Athens, $10.00, beginning of nw 
corner of se 1/4 of se 1/4 of section 21, south 1 rod, west 16 rods, for 
cemetery PJrposes (HPI Tribal Office) . 
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more recent burials by carved headstones: there is one 
Civil War veteran's marker, and several markers for veterans 
of World War I and World War 11.178 One older member of 
the community, Hazel (Mandoka) Mackety, "knows where every­
body laY:3," in t.he unmarked graves, but has not made a chart 
for younqer members to use in the future. The HPI office 
staff hope that she will do so (DeMarce FD 1994) . 

During the 1960's, the community made a major effort to 
clean out the cemetery, which had become overgrown with 
brush (C:::-awley 1978). Elma (Mandoka) Gabow, David and Hazel 
(Mandoka:, JVlackety, and Jack Pamp formed a committee to 
pr~ ~de r~~~~ regular :are (H-I OD Response/L~ttlefield 1993, 
20) . 

Renewal ()f claims activity. By the early 1950's, Albert 
Mackety and Levi Pamp, along with other Michigan Indian 
leaders from other tribes and Potawatomi groups, became 
proponents of land claims under Treaty of 1846.179 Levi 
Pamp sent in.quiries to the BIA: 

We the few remaining Huron Pottawatomi Indians, Of 
Athens Michigan Calhoun County, desire to get a 
photostatic copy of the Payroll No.16,842 Phineas 
Pam··to-pee was the Chief at this time. We would 
also like the report of the 50th congress 1st 
Session. In the senate of the U.S. May 3, 
188E:; A Mr Daniel had handled all " (Letter, 
Pamtopee to Commissioner, Indian Affairs, Athens, 
Michi9an, May 21, 1956). 

178 The BAR historian copied all inscriptions on a site visit in 
April 199 LI. 

17. Al.bert Mackety (Now-qua-um) is the committeeman for the Huron 
Pottawatornies to which the local band, or their descendants, originally 
belonged, along with those located at Bradley, Salem, and Mount ; leas­
ant. Wasln Mt. Pleasant Friday and Saturday to register the futcdwato­
mies of that area for the anticipated payment under the terms of the 
1846 treaty between the government and the Pottawatomies (Ather.' rimes, 
February J'7, 1954). 

"PrE,~,ent at a 1962 meeting was their [Pokagon'sl 80-year Id 
Attorney, 1~31ter H_ Maloney, who had secured $4,600,000 for the Miami. 
Thp Claim~ Cour~ Decision dated LT me. 30, 1958{ listed af> petit. i is 
Michael Wi :_liams and Albert Mackety. The latter is a lay Methu(llst 
minister who is the leader of the Athens group. For a year a.' ,~ was 
even one (If the five officers of the St. Joseph group but soon IJl ' .. )j~e 

with the !='ill:ent organization. He is said to have a mailing 1. l',O 
and may bE' planning to follow the Huron Line and make claim t, 

around Detl-oit in view of the close association of the Athens group with 
Indians living on Walpole Island" (Claspy 1966{ 31). 
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At that time, however, the Indian Claims Commission said 
only thE' western Potawatomi who had been removed (Prairie 
Band an:::, Citizen Band) were entitled under the 1846 treaty. 
Those claims were distributed in 1959 (HPI Pet. 1986, His­
torical Overview, 46). This did not put an end to the 
intergroup Potawatomi claims activities in Michigan, howev­
er. ':'hEy continued througho:lt ::'he early 1960's (HPI Pet. 
1986, Historical Overview, 48).180 This intergroup claims 
activit), led to such anomalies as the fact that as of March 
23, 196~1, David Mackety was serving on the Board of the 
Potawatcrrni Indians of Indiana and Michigan, Inc. (Pokagon 
Petition, Records & Minutes) . 

This arrangement did not last long. By 1971, the Huron 
Potawatomi were conducting their claims activity indepen­
dently o:E other Michigan Potawatomi, having hired New York 
attorne~' Paul G. Reilly as Huron Potawatomi legal counsel in 
prosecuting land settlement claims (HPI Pet. 1986, Histori­
cal Overview, 49). 

This tir:le, the Huron Potawatomi entered a claim in 1972 
under the terms of the 1807 treaty, under which they had 
collected annuities until the compounding in 1889 (Indian 
Claims Commission, Docket 29-E). In a decision rendered 
June 13 1973 (30 Ind. Cl. Comm. 388), the commissioners 
held that the Huron Potawatomi Band held a recognized title 
to a slJ.lJstantial part of Royce Area 66 by the Treaty of 
Novembe:~ 17, 1807, 7 Stat. 105. The awards were decided 
October 19, 1973, 87 Stat. 466, 468 (HPI Pet. 1986, Histori­
cal OVE!:rview, 51).181 The judgment funds were paid in 
1978, on the basis of a BIA-prepared roll. 182 

180 Isaac Shagonaby, Chairman of the committee, initiated box 
socials in the Athens, Bradley, and Holland Huron Potawatomi Communities 
to send t.hree delegates to Washington, D.C. to have Tribal Attorney 
Walter H, Maloney removed as legal counsel in the prosecution of land 
settlement claims (HPI Pet., Historical Overview 1986, 48). Cories of 
notices, :_961, 1962, 1963. Meetings in Allegan County and Ann Arbor 
(HPI Tribal Office) 

181 See also: Results of Research on the ,Judgments in Indian 
Claims Commission Dockets Numbered 15-K, 29-J, and 217, and Dockets 
Numbered 15-M, 29-K, and 146, Pot3.watomi Tribe or Nation. This was an 
18-pa~e Bummation of the legal Stcltus as of that date (COlA Morris 
Thompson to Area Director, Anadarko Area; Acting Area Director, Minneap­
olis, Meech 20, 1975, BAR File;;) . 

'" Department of the Interior. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Potawa­
tomi Nat Lon of Indians; Plan for the Use and Distribution of the 
Potawatcnnj Nation Judgment funds in Dockets 15-C, 29-A and 71; 29-E; 15-
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Controversy over the status of the Pine Creek land base. 

Renewed BIA interest. On June 24, 1964, E.J. Riley, Super­
intendent of the Great Lakes Agency, BIA (Ashland, Wiscon­
sin), wrote to James B. Hawkins, BIA Area director, Minneap­
olis, Minnesota,· concerning correspondence between the 
~ashington Office and Fr3~~ L. Haver, Attorne ~~ Law, 
Battle Creek, Michigan, concerning "a tract of 160 [sic] 
acres ot: land situated at Athens, Michigan, on which the 
resident: Indian people desire to "incorporate a church." 
Saying that the Great Lakes Agency had only fragmentary 
records::m the Calhoun County land, "one reason being that 
this Indian group and 'rEservation' were not a part of this 
jurisdiction until the consolidation of this Agency with the 
Tomah A~f'=ncy in 1950," Riley stated that "another is that 
this laruj has not been carried as Indian land in our re-

P, 29-N a1d 306; 29-D, 15-D, 29-B and 311; 15-1, 29-G and 308; 216, 15-L 
and 29-1; 128, 309, 310, 15-N, 0, Q and R, and 29-L, M, ° and P and 
150#, 29-C and 338 before the United States Court of Claims. August 21, 
1983. 

"Section 4. For the purposes of distributing the appor­
tioned share of the funds of the lineal descendants of Potawatomi 
Indians of Michigan and Indian, including the Pokagon and Huron 
Bands and other bands, the Secretary shall bring current to the 
effective date of this plan, the descendant payment roll prepared 
pursuant to the Potawatomi judgment use plan of March 6, 1978, as 
published in the Federal Register of April 14, 1978, Vol. 43, No. 
78: (i) by adding the names of persons living on the effective date 
of chis plan who would have been eligible for enrollment under the 
1978 plan, but who were not enrolled; (ii) by adding the names of 
chiljren born and living on the effective date of this plan to 
pers~ns who were eligible for enrollment , regardless of whether 
SUCll parents are living or deceased on the effective date of this 
plan; (iii) by adding the names of children born to enrollees on 
or peior to and who are living on the effective date of this plan; 
and (iv) by deleting the names of enrollees who are deceased as of 
the ,~ffective date of this plan. Entitlement to share in the 
jud~nent funds under this section shall be limited to lineal 
desc<=ndants who are United States citizens, and who are not 
enrolled or entitled to be enrolled with any of the four federally 
recoqn:Lzed tribal organizations named in th i s plan, whose (Federal 
Reg:i&ts:r 48(175),40567, September 6,1983) names appear on or as 
linPdS descendants who can trace their Pot;c<watomi ancestry to 
persons on the Cadman Payment Roll of 1896, the Taggart Census 
Roll of 1904, or on off:~;al payment or annuity rolls or ~ersons 
desi(~~ated as "Potawatoml Indians of Michigan and Indiana," Huron 
Band, Pokagon Band, or "Notawasepi and other bands," or other 
recccds which are ac:::eptable ::0 the Secretary (Federal Register 
48(:'7":;),40568, September 6,1983). 

Copy of De~,cendancy Roll from Michigan Agency, dated 3/04/1987 (BAR 
Files). 
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cords." He added that, "a recent letter from the Michigan 
Department of Conservation at Lansing states that it does 
not have a record of this group or any exemption of taxes 
covering property in that area" (Riley to Hawkins, June 24, 
1974, B/\R Files 050) . 

State of Michigan's posit~on. In 1965, the Legal Aid Soci­
ety of Calhoun County sought a determination of what should 
be done with the 120 acres of the Pine Creek Reservation: 
whether ownership would be given those living on the land, 
or retained in trust by the state (Leatherbury 1977, 100). 
The sam~ year, 1965, the Indian Affairs Commission of the 
. lchiga~ Department of SGcial Services considered requesting 
the Fedl~ral government take the land and make it a Federal 
reservation (Leatherbury 1977, 100). For the state's fol­
lOw-up en this initiative in the early 1970's, see below. 
In 1967, there was a Task Force led by Herman E. Cameron, 
Director of the Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs, to 
the Ath:::ns Indian Community (HPI Pet. 1986, Historical 
Overvie~, 47). These initiatives caused the residents a 
great d:::al of unease: 

I teard by a meeting 2 weeks ago at Lansing that 
thE:' State was going to take our reservation that 
waE set aside for us and tax our lots here. I 
wocld like to know how they can do this to me as I 
am of the Huron Band and was born here on the 
reE:E~rvation 77 years ago (Levi Pamptopee to Howard 
D. Moses, March 17, 1970). 

According to Leatherbury, the Michigan state Attorney Gener­
al's office prepared a title opinion in 1970, verifying the 
state's trusteeship over the band's land (Leatherbury 1977, 
100). No such opinion was located in the the actual se­
quence of documentation. 

Negotiat:ions about the status of the Pine Creek land contin­
ued throughout the 1970's. In 1972, the Nottawaseppi Huron 
Band of Potawatomi Tribal Council adopted a resolution1B3 

183 ~e:301ution No.2, dated December 21, 1972, signed by Vice 
Chairman E 1]' L t S. P0,nptopee ~n0 Secretary Shirley Simmons, taken at a 
duly called special business Committee Meeting of the Huron Potawatomi 
Band, In:., at Wyominq, Michigan, passed 6 yes, 0 no, urging that title 
to ~he Pine Creek lands be tr~nsf!rred from the Governor of Michigan to 
the Unit2d States of America in trljs': for the Huron Potiiwatomi Band (BAR 
Files, 050, in material from Michigan Commission on Indian Af-
fairs) .Unsigned, undated, copy of resolution, done at Hopkinsburg V.F.W. 
Ball (HPI Tribal Office). It stat~d that there were about 50 Indians in 
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notifyi~J the State of Michigan of its decision to apply for 
Federal status as an Indian reservation and to ask the State 
of Michi~Jan to have the Pine Creek Reservation transfered to 
the Federal government as Federal trust land (Chivis 1993, 
[3] ). It was accompanied by a list of signatures--about 
102, man)' illegible on the photocopy--in support of organi­
zat._on under IRA of 1934 ane placement of tl:e Pine Creek 120 
acres into Federal trusteeship (BAR Files, 050, in material 
from Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs) .lB4 

On January 23, 1973, in an internal memorandum, Mrs. Zelma 
Barrow 01' the Office of Tribal Operations, BIA, stated to 

_ Chief, Branch of Tr ;.bal Government, " I see no reaE "n why 
the Hurorl Band of Potawatomi Indians should not be extended 
Federal l:ecognition." This opening statement was followed 
by a nine·-page overview of the group's status (Barrow to 
Chief, January 23, 1973, BAR Files) . 

On March 30, 
the National 
113, n. 404j 
Negotiations 

1973, the Pine Creek Reservation was placed on 
Register of Historic Places (Leatherbury 1977, 
HPI Pet. 1986, Historical Overview, 51)" 
between the BIA and Michigan concerning the 120 

12 familie!; near Athens; and that there were over 200 Potawatomi on the 
current 19~1;2 tribal roll (another unsigned, undated copy in BAR 050 
files, material from Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs) . 

184 Elizabeth Mark, Donald Mark, Anna Medawis, Henry Mark, John 
Chivis Jr., Suzanna Bush, Karen Pe??, Dawn Bush, Toni Medawis, Daisy 
Sprague, FrarLk Bush, Angie Bush, Rudolph J. Bush, Caral Barker, Mae 
Bush, Erma ... ler, " .. Sprague; ... Sprague, Clarence Sprague, Sharon ... 
[Sprague?], [crossed out], Eliza ... [Fau)ght, Marian ... , Ma ... [donna] 
Chisholm, Henry A. Medawis, ... Day, Gladys Chivis, John Chivic, 
... , ... S. Chivis ... , Leonard H. Church, ... Church, ... Church, ... 
Lewis, ... , ... , Norman Pigeon, Mary Comer, Arthur Pigeon, Andrew 
Pigeon, Steven Pigeon [these three all in the same handwriting], P.lmeT" 
Peters, jr., Mrs. Grace C. Marks (Peters), Gerald Peters, Paul i' ( Wesaw, 
Norma Wesaw, Paul Sprague Jr., Ronald D. Sprague, Mary Sprague [lJ3t 
five in same handwriting], Mary Day, Julie A. Snyder, .. ma Bear 
Samuel Mackety, Alberta Wells, Albert N. Mackety, Roger A. Day ulhy 
Day, Paula Dios, Elliott S. Pamp, Donnis Kerr, Paula Stuck, Md, E. 
Mandoka, DEborah J. Mandoka, Roberta L. Mandoka, Joseph E. Tay~ 
Beverly Mar.doka, Brenda ... Day, Sarah Day, Yvonne R. Harris, Wdlldtta 
[?] Watson, Barbara Watson, " .. , .. , Tom Mackety, Verna Bush,' -Ised 
out], John H. HlII, Howard D. Hill, [crossed out), William J. :)Id .1, 

Duane R. Bush, Grace Helen Mandoka, Connie Ellen Bole, Irene WI 
Joseph G. lIesley, Mary Potter, Elizabeth Pamp, Elma Gabow, HOWdl j h.wl, 
.. "' ~LldrEd Pamp Pe]cher, Paul Mandoka, Leona Bush, Herman Sr' 
Carl Sprague, Frank A. Watson, Winona Lumbert, Russell Chivis, 
Pelcher, ... , ... , Hazel ... [Mackety], David ... [Mackety) (BAR Files, 
050, in material from Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs) . 
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acres cClntinued for the next several years (HPI Pet. 1986, 
Historical Overview, 50). 

The differences of opinion between residents and non-resi­
dents cane to a head in 1979, when the State of Michigan 
Attorney General's Office repudiated the trust status under 
which the State had held the lar d on behalf of-.he band 
since lEAD. On January 17, 1979, in a letter written on 
behalf of Frank J. Kelley, Michigan Attorney General, by 
Russell E. Prins, Assistant Attorney General, Lands Lakes & 
Leases, to Vince Leone, Assistant Attorney General, Execu­
tive Di\'ision, the State of Michigan discussed the following 
:s~ects of Pin~ Creek ~and: 

1) Chain of title; 
2) Clouds upon the title held, 1905 quit - clainl deeds; 
3) l~o statutory authorization for Governor Barry to 

accept the land in trust in 1846; 
4) Current Governor William Milliken might be autho­

rized by the legislature to convey to a trustee 
5) Heirs might petition for division; 
6) There was a possibility of title by adverse posses­

sion to current occupants (A Path 120 Acres Legal 
Status Chronology, Exhibit C, HPI Petition) . 

The same year, a legal opinion by Eleesha M. Pastor, Attor­
ney for the Michigan Indian Legal Services, Inc. expressed 
the vieVl that 

incH vidual members of the Band should not be per­
mitted to obtain title to portions of the trust 
land. The entire Band not just some individuals 
should have the opportunity to benefit from the 
trust (Chivis 1993, [6] i see Chivis 1993, Attach­
mEnt for full text) . 

Ad-Hoc Land Committee. The land issue became intertwined 
with tt.e Federal acknowledgment issue for the next several 
years. In 1979 an "Ad Hoc Land Committee" was formed by 
l'ine Creek residents who believed that they had heirship 
rights to the reservation land and specifically did not want 
it to l::H~ communally held by the band as a whole. ~85 They 

las Declaration of intent to remkin on the 120 acre~, haviI1lJ land 
rights irL heirship: Henry A. Medawis, Jr; Gladys Chivis; Marian Wesaw; 
ME-jorie E. Mar1oka; Irene Wesley; Hazel Mackety; David Mackety; Morris 
SLLli.an; Anna M. HollicL ",; Fern (cumptopee, Wright; Alberta u. Wells; 
Gezella IElliots Pamptopee); Paula M. '(pampcopee) Stuck; Donnis A. 
(Pamptopce) Ballinger; Mary E. (Pamptopee) Brown; Grace (Nottaway) 

.Mandoka; Elma Gabo~ (HPI Pe~ Ex .• A ?ath) . 
i, ' 
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formed t:he ad hoc committee to "clarify that the legal 
status [of the Pine Creek reservation lands] resided in, or 
that the land rights was vest in proper heirs, or issue, in 
the recognized line of succession reaching back to the first 
landholder [of the six families]" (A Path 120 Acre Legal 
Status Chronology, HPI Petition) . 

For the next several years, the Ad Hoc Land Committee and 
the Tribal Council seem to have functioned as almost the 
same unit, even in matters of Federal acknowledgment. On 
March 26, 1981, a memo from Alvin G. Picotte, Superinten­
dent, Mi=higan Agency, to COlA, ATTN Federal Acknowledgment 
Pro_=ct - Ms. Lambert, st:::ated that the "Ad Hoc Land Commit­
tee of L:1e Huron Potawatomi Band" had abridged the Narrative 
as drafted by Gordon Bush and submitted by Joe Wesley on 
January 16, 1981: 

Enclosed is the 56 page abridged HPI historical 
narrative as submitted by Samuel Mackety, member 
of our staff and a member of the Ad Hod Land Com­
mittee for the Huron Potawatomi. The enclosed 
document is strictly for your information . 
At least four reasons are given for the abridgment 
of G. Bush Narrative by the Ad Hoc Committee. 

The G. Bush Narrative is a position paper in 
that: the Huron (Nattowasippi) and the Pokagon Band 
are classified as one entity after 1833, the date 
of the last treaty with the Potawatomi Nation, to 
the present day. This is erroneous, because the 
Huron Band of Potawatomi were forced to be removed 
(The Removal Act of 1830) to a Western Reservation 
whiie the Pokagon Band (The Memorialist) were 
exe~?ted from a forced Western removal because of 
reI j.~3"ious and educational reasons (Picotte to COlA 
attn. Lambert, March 26, 1981). 

However, the land issue had not been resolved by that date. 
On May 16, 1981, HPI director Ruth Ann Chivis wrote a memo 
to the tribal council requesting direction on organizing 
public hearings concerning the issue (HPI Tribal Office). 
The HPI Tribal Office has a set of handwritten notes from a 
"Tape Recording, Kingman Museum, June 17, 1984," pertaining 
to th,e land issue and the petition for Federal acknowledg­
ment. Participants were identified as Albert Sprague, H.H., 
Joan [(Pamp) Webkamigad?], Julie [(Pamp) Snyder?], Johnny 
[Hill?] I HPI Tribal OfficE') . 

From the same year, 1984, the HPI Tribal Office has copies 
of corre:::pondence of Leona Bush, HPI genealogist who was 
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working on preparation of the petition for Federal acknowl­
edgment, with John Wernet, assistant attorney general, 
ExecutivB Division. One letter referred to a meeting of 
David Mackety, Samuel Mackety, Albert Wells, and herself 
with WernE~t. It' mentioned her concern about non-tribal 
members at their-meeting, and that she considered the Michi­
gan Indian Commission biased (Bush to Wernet, July 10, 1984, 
HPI Tribal Office). Mrs. Bush provided Wernet with histori­
cal mat,,,rials that, he replied, "may indeed be helpful in 
resolvicg the legal status of the Athens Reservation" (Wer­
net to Eush n.d., HPT Tribal Office). 

Two public meetings were held in July, 1984, to deal with 
land situation on Pine Creek reservation; the first in the 
public r'oom, Kalamazoo Library; the second at the Athens 
Fire Station, which houses the village Public Hall. At this 
second:nE~E~ting, the Ad-Hoc Land Committee, feeling it had 
fulfillE,d its basic goal, declared itself out of existence, 
giving ClvE~r to the Council Chairman the duties of implemen­
tation. Before the meeting adjourned, the chairman an­
nounced an invitation for "input by written submission that 
would iLfluence findings so far" (A Path 120 Acre Legal 
Status Chronology, HPI Petition). 

After h~ving made a study of the situation of the Pine Creek 
land, in 1985, John Wernet, assistant attorney general, 
Executi\~ Division, Office of the Attorney General, State of 
Michigarl, wrote to the Honorable Harry DeMaso, state sena­
tor, st~lting that there were three substantial legal issues 
which could affect the validity of the nineteenth century 
trust over the Pine Creek land: 

1) t~he commerce clause of United States Constitution 
regUlating commerce with Indian tribes; 

2) he had found no Michigan or statutory authority 
which would authorize the governor to enter into a 
trusteeship, so it was invalid ab initio; 

3) the "trust appears to have imposed no duties upon 
the Governor other than the duty of holding title, 
so even if valid, would have been a passive trust 
automatically dissolved when Michigan passed its 
first Passive Trust Act" (Wernet to DeMaso, June 
26, 1985, HPI Petition). 

,.!-'. 

On the other hand, Wernet continued, 

I wish to stress, however, that even if we assume 
the trust is invalid, it does not follow that the 
Pine Creek Reservation would suddenly be subject 
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to property taxation nor that it would otherwise 
be left unprotected from state law. Assuming that 
the trust is invalid, legal title to the property 
would have passed directly to the beneficiaries of 
the trust, ie, the band itself. Because the prop­
erty would, accordingly, constitute property which 
~s ~wned by an Indizn tribe or band, it would be 
protected from taxation by the state and from the 
operation of other state laws such as adverse 
possession laws, by virtue of the federal Indian 
non-intercourse act" (Wernet to DeMaso, June 26, 
19B), HPI Petition) . 

Wernet continued by making recommendations on quit-claiming 
to the FI~deral government if the tribe should be federally 
acknowledged. He referred to an "apparently serious dis­
agreemer:c1: which exists between various factions within the 
band ove:~ such fundamental questions as the legitimacy of 
the current tribal government" (Wernet to DeMaso, June 26, 
1985, HPI Petition). 

In 1985, writing in the HPI petition for Federal acknowledg­
ment, the petitioner stated that at that time there were 
nine occupied dwellings on the Pine Creek reservation. It 
stated that the "land rights of the original six plats, 
reflectin'j changes, are exercised by descendents and members 
of NHP and of the six families involved in the 'site' pur­
chase" (HPI Pet. 1986, Nottawaseppi-Huron Potawatomi Socio­
Economic Status. Updated Report 1985, 4). In 1986, David 
Mackety, "who had changed his mind about trust status for 
Pine Creek .. " attempted to have the state name him as "Suc­
cessor Trustee" for the Pine Creek land, and did paperwork 
for certain members of the Band to file quit claim deeds 
(Chi vi s 1993, [6]). 

HURON POTAWATOMI, INC., 1970--PRESENT 

The revival of efforts for Federal acknowledgment, 1970. 

Formation of Huron Potawatomi, Inc. In 1970, the Nottawa­
seppi Huron Band of Potawatomi formed a non-profit, tax 
exempt organization empowered to act on behalf of the Pota­
watomi pE~ople of f:0utherll Michigan. The incorporated entity 
was callE~u Huron PotawatUnll 'Inc. (Chivis 1993, [3]) The 
Articles of Incorporation were filed July 17, 1970, stating 
th~t the purpose was: 

To promote the social, political and economical 
int,::rest of the members 1 including work~ng with 
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the ~tlichigan State Commission on Indian Affairs, 
or any other state organization having to do with 
Indian Affairs; and including dealing with the 
United States Government when necessary to help 
carry out the purpose of this organization; and 
including dealing with Foundations; " (HPI OD 
Reo;ponse/Littlefield 19 3, Attachment E). William 
K. Funk, registered agent. Incorporators Balaam 
Pa~?, Elma Gabow, David Mackety, all of Fulton, 
Michigan (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, At-
ta chment E) .lB6 

The samE, :r, Da- d Mack was elected '. ~ President of the 
Huron Potawatomi Band (HPI Pet. 1986, Historical Overview, 
49) ,lB7 Gn office which he would retain with only one short 
interruption for the next 20 years. 

In the f,ame year, well before establishment of the current 
FAP undE,r 25 CFR Part 83, the Huron Potawatomi decided to 
make thE!ir first concerted try since 1934 at seeking Federal 
acknowlE!dgment (Manassah 1983, [10]). At a General Meeting 
on March 11, 1970, at 2:00 p.m. at the Hopkinsburg, Michi­
gan, VF~) hall, the HPI Executive Committee recommended that 
the grcllp ask to be allowed to vote on Federal organization 
[under th'''' 1934 Wheeler-Howard Act] . 

Pre-BAR acknowledgment efforts. The efforts of HPI to 
obtain F,ederal acknowledgment as an Indian tribe predate the 
estabUshment of the FAP in 1.978 by several years. In 1971, 
HPI became aware of the Department of the Interior's review 
of its practice in organizing groups under the IRA (HPI Pet. 
1986, Eistorical Overview, 49). The next year, on March 30, 

'86 The early years of HPI, Inc., were neither well staffed nor 
professi::nally organized. Because they forgot to file their annual non-­
profit rEports for the first four years, they lost their charter and had 
to apply for a renewal in 1975: April 8, 1975. Certificate for revival 
of corporate charter of Huron Pottawatomi, Inc. keports filed tor 1970-
1974. Tt.e following will serve as directors of the corporation upon the 
revival (If' its charter: David Mackety, Elliott S. Pampotee [sic], 
Shirley Simmons, Henry Medawis (Littlefield 1993, Attachment E). 

On ,July 21, 1978, a Certificate of Amendment to Articles I and V 
was filed: n~mely, the name and the purpose were corrected and changed. 
The orqard_<-c.<clon's name was now hciron Potawatomi, Incorporated (..1:'1 
Tribal Office; Littlefield 1993, Attachment E). 

,., March 1970, met at Athen~ High School, moved to become incorpo 
rated uncler the laws of Michigan. Officers: President, David Mackety; 
Vice PreE: ident, Jack Pamptopee; Secretary, Shirley Simmons; Treasurer, 
H~nry Meclawis (HPI Ppt. Ex.)_ 
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, 
1972, HPJ: submitted a request for acknowledgment to the 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs (Manas­
sah 1983, [10]; HPI Pet. 1986, Historical Overview, 50), in 
the form of a resolution which covered the 120 acres of Pine 
Creek landl, stating, "that the Huron Potawatomi Band, Incor­
porated of Michigan inform the Minneapolis Area Office, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Land O~eration of its jecision to 
apply for a Federal status Indian reservation (HPI Resolu­
tion 19'12, 1). 

In 1973, Raymond V. Butler, Acting Director, Office of 
Community Services, Tribal Operations, wrote to Mr. David 
~ackety, Pres~jent, E_ron Po_ watomi 3and" 

We have your letter of January 5 enclosing resolu­
tion No. 2 adopted by the Huron Potawatomi Band, 
asking that Federal recognition be extended to it, 
and that it be organized under the Indian Reorga­
nization Act of 1934, and that the Secretary of 
the Interior accept in trust the title to the lund 
now occupied by the band. 

The information contained in your letter will be 
helpful in the review of your request for Federal 
recognition of the band. We hope for a decision 
on t.hat request in the not too distant future. 

With regard to the transfer of title to the land 
now occupied by the band to the Secretary, before 
thi~3 may be done it will be necessary that the 
State of Michigan indicate its willingness to make 
the transfer" (BIA, Butler to Mackety, March 12, 
1973, HPI Tribal Office). 

Formal tribal minutes were kept during the mid-1970's. lBB 

188 November 8, 1975, 2:00 p.m., Dowing, Michigan. David Mackety, 
President 

DecelT1ber 13, 1975, Parchment, Michigan, 2:00 p.m. David Mackety, 
President. 

January 10, 1976, Parchment, Michigan. David Mackety, President. 
Lec'na Bush, se('y~tary. [Vlotion b~' RUf;sell Chivis, seconrjed by Frank 
Watson. Comnittee members: Henry Bush, Jack Pamp, Balaam Pamp, Sam 
Mackey, Albert Mackety, Leonard Pamp; Louis Medawis, Mike Mandoka, El:;ie 
Dilev, Geneva Mackety; Leona Bush,Ruth Ann Bailey, David Mackety, Irene 
W~sle/; Ai Si~mons, Gla~JQ Chivis, Joseph ~csley; Henry Medaw1s, Tom 
Mackety. 

February 9, 1976, Attendance List: Gail George, Henry George, 
Rose McPebk, Paul Jackson J' , Gl~ricShenoske'.· Danj-el W. PigeoIl, Barb 
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Extensive correspondence between the Minneapolis Area BIA 
and the Huron Potawatomi, Inc., pertaining to acknowledgment 
efforts from 1973 through 1976, ensued (File No. 1065 1973; 
copy in BJl.R Files). HPI resubmitted its request for ac­
knowledqment to BIA on November 12, 1975 (HPI Pet. 1986, 
Historical OverView, 41). The response of the Michigan 

Gallegas, Vincent Gallegas, Joe Hadden, Daniel Sourmick, Mary Winfrey, 
Mr. & Mrf:. Ashquab, Geo & Elsie Sawmick, Charles McPeak, Grant Asquab, 
Vi, Leonet Bush (HPI Tribal Office) . 

Feb::uary 14, 1976, Parchment, Michigan. Davi d Mackety, President. 
Ha,~. ~~\.E"n Lv -,6: Anne lce Boar( Meeting at Henry George's to finish 
revising By~-Laws, Monday 0 Mar 8, 1976. Annnounce nominations for 
election ()n Mar 14, 1976. Gloria Shenoskey, Gale George, Mary Winfrey, 
Rose McPea:<, Leona Bus h, Henry George, Danny Pigeon. 2 ways to submi t 
nominations:: Any member who wishes to be nominated shall submit his 
name to Lhe Secretary; any member present and qualified to vote has the 
privilegE? to place in nomination the name of any member for any office 
not so nominated (HPI Tribal Office) . 

Mar·:h 13, 1976, Parchment, MI. 
Ap::il 10, 1976, Parchment, Michigan. Names: Jesse Schwoebell, 

Mike Sch,,'Jebell, Lynn Mackety. 
April la, 1976, 1:00. Notice, semi-annual general meeting, United 

Methodist Fellowship Hall, Parchment, MI, north of Kalamazoo. Pot Luck 
Dinner at 1:00 p.m.; business meeting at 2:00 p.m. 

April 30, 1976, Parchment, Michigan. Minutes in Littlefield 1993, 
Attachment D. David Mackety, President, Motion by Russell Chivis, 
seconded oy Jesse Schwoebell. Fred McTaggert and Donna Carrol, election 
tellers. Carl Sprague; Mike Schwoebell; Leona Bush, Jack Pamp, Lynn 
Mackety, Henry F. Bush, Jr. 

May 15, 1976, Battle Creek, Michigan. 
Notice of monthly board meeting at David and Hazel Mackety's home 

at Athens, Michigan, July II, 1976. 
September 11, 1976, Athens, Michigan. 
Oc~ober 16, 1976, Comstock, Michigan. 

Semi-Ann1la1 General Meeting, October 16, 1976, Comstock, MI. 
November 6, 1976, Parchment, Michigan. Election clerks Margaret 

Sipkema3.nd Ardis Badger; Sergeant at Arms David Sprague. Nominations: 
Henry Bush, Jr.; David Mackety, Jesse Schwoebel, Elizabeth Pamp, Mary 
Church, Julie Snyder, Jack Pamp. 

De:ember II, 1976. 

Fetruary 19, 1977, Fulton, MI. 
April 16, 1977. Agenda. 
Jur.e 4, 1977, Parchment, Ml. Report of History Committee. 

Minutes in Littlefield 1993, Attachment D. Members present David 
Mackety, ,Jack Pamp, Henry Bush, Jr., Jesse Schwobell, Leona Bush. liThe 
Mi)1neapclis Are'" Office will provideca committee to talk with our 
Enl'ollmerLt COllUllittee after the Puolic Hearing on June 21. 1977. II "Tn 
the abserLce of guidelines concerning the Athens settlement, all persons 
must submit in writing an intent to locat:e at the settlement." 

Ju].y 16, 1977, Fulton, MI. 
AU9ust 6, 1977, Fulton, MI. 
Sept:ember 17, 1977, Fulton, MI. 
October Ih, 1977, Parchment,MI. 
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Agency, BIA, was encouraging. On February 10, 1976, BIA 
Area Director George V. Goodwin concurred that the group 
should be given Federal acknowledgment (HPI Pet. 1986, 
Historical Overview, 51). A mimeographed newsletter circu­
lated to the membership in 1976 gave a thorough overview of 
the Fede Lal acknowledgment efforts and group acti vi ties. 189 

An Administration for Native Americans (ANA, Department of 
Heal th a::1d Human Services) grant for pursuing Federal ac­
knowled~!lnent was approved in September 1977 and renewed 1978 
and 1979 (HPI Pet. 1986, Historical Overview, 51-52). 

BAR/FAP acknowledgment efforts 1978-1980. With the estab­
lishment of the Federal Acknowledgment Process (FAP) in 
1978, HPI pursued the new avenue of obtaining Federal ac-­
knowledgment. The first HPI newsletter in February J978 had 
a page one lead article entitled "What is Federal Recogni­
tion" (HPI Newsletter 1978, 1:1). The same newsletter 
stated that the staff consisted of Gordon Bush, Director; 
Myron P. Schwoebell, Assistant Director; Ruth Ann Bailey, 
CETA Prosrram Specialist; Liz Pamp, Planner; Leona Bush, 
Outreach and Tribal Enrollment, who had been researching 
every tribal member's family tree; James Mackaluso, book­
keeper. flJaintenance crew: Terry Chivis, Home Mandoka, 
Kenneth Pamp; Mary Sprague, Secretary (HPI Newsletter 1978, 
1: 2 -3) . 

The newsletter also described eligibility for enrollment: a 
member ml_st be one/quarter blood quantum and must be a 
descendar_t of a person listed on the Taggart Roll of 1904. 
An enroll Eoe must be responsible for sending a copy of a 
birth record for verification (HPI Newsletter 1978, 1:3) and 
listed tClP Tribal Council Members: Tribal Chairman, David 
Mackety; Vice-Chairman, Henry Bush, Jr.; Treasurer, Jesse 
Schwoebell; Secretary, Mary Church; Member at large, Eliza­
beth Pamp (BPI Newsletter 1978 1: 4). As recorded in the 

189 I: covered progress of efforts for Federal recognition with 
assistance of the Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs; stated !lill~ lIPI 
needed to complete registration roll of 400+, and that all deS(-r-ll,i.;llts 
from the Taggart Roll had a choice to register or decline. The newslet­
ter announ:ed that HPI needed part- icipating members for the fo - "il 
cOfumittees: Treaties & Historian; Registration; Newsletter & puLll~Lty; 
Education, Housing, Land & Cemetery; By-Laws & Constitution." 'Jp 
had submitted proposals for two CETA-funded positions _ "Now in 1-) 10 , 

the call has gone out for a concentrated support in our bid fr _al 
recogni t iOI1. Support us by your presence at this important ht -(:8:'0 

meeting--O::tober 16, 1976. Your input is vital to the HURON bandl" (BAR 
050 files, in materials from Micillgan Commission on Indian Aft-__ c_ls) . 
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tribal ninutes for the period, activity continued to be 
strong throughout 1978 and 1979. 190 

In 1979, the HPI effort to attain Federal acknowledgment was 
endorsEd by the. State of Michigan: 

RE~,olution by the S:3.~e 0: Michigan: Cc ';lxrent 
REsolution urging the BIA to give expeditious 

l'~O Ja::1uary 20,1978, Athens I MI. 
March 10, 1978, Athens, MI. Athens, Michigan. "Minutes in 

LittlefiEld 1993, Attachment D. Attendance David Mackety, Elizabeth 
Pamp, Jesse Schwoebell, council members; rtazel mackety, Irene Wesley, 
Leona Bush, Mike Scllwoebell, membership. 

March 17, 1978, Parchment, MI. Continuation of the March 10 
meeting. Minutes in Littlefield 1993, Attachment D. 

Anrual Meeting, April 1, 1978, United Methodist Fellowship Hall, 
Parchment, MI. Light Refreshments 12:00 p.m.; business Meeting 1:00 
p.m.; election notice. Copy of attendance list taken. 24 voters and 7 
visitors. Minutes in Littlefield 1993, Attachment D. Election: 
Chairman, David Mackety, Athens, MI, 3 years; Vice Chairman, Henry Bush, 
Jr., Grar.d Rapids, MI, 3 years; Secretary, Mary Church, Dorr, MI, 2 
years; Treasurer, Jesse Schwoebell, Parchment, Mi, 2 years; Member at 
large, Elizabeth Pamp, Athens, Mi, 1 year. 

May" 27, 1978, Fulton, MI. 
Ju~e 23, 1978, Attendance list only. 
July 21, 1978. Director's Report, for July Council Meeting. 
AgE·nda only, August 18.1978. Says date next meeting is 15 

September 1978. 
September 29, 1978. 
November 2, 1978. 
A9E:nda, December 15, 1978. Also attendance 1 ist. 

Man:!; 1, 1979. Fulton, MI. Minutes of the last meeting read by 
Mary Chc.l"cr:., Secretary. Attendance sheet. Minutes in Littlefield 1993, 
Attachment: D. 

Arc,l 7, 1979, United Fellowship Hall, Parchment, MI. Minutes in 
Littlefie1d 1993, Attachment D. 

June 19, 1979. Election by secret ballot. David Mackety, Henry 
Bush Jr., John Chivis Sr., Roger Sprague. 

Ju:y 23, 1979. With attendance sheet. 
Ju: y 31, 1979. 
September 24, 1979. 

held on ~;eptember 8, 1979. 
Minutes of General Memi!ership Tribal Council 

In Littlefield 1993, Attachment F. 
SEptember 26, 1979. 
Oct:ober 6, 1979. 
October 17, 1979. 
December 8, 1979. 

Jc,nuary 19, 1980. lttendance list. Copy of minutes taken. 
Feb:cuary 16, 1980. With attendance list. 
['feU. 12, 1980, Gladys & Ron Chivis Residence. With attendance 

list. T:~ibal chairman David Mackety. Partial transcript of "Part of 
the taped session of Tribal Council meeting." 
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cor.sideration to the Huron Potawatomi Indians' 
recuest for federal recognition. 

"Whereas, the Potawatomi Indians living on 
the Pine Creek Reservtion near Athens, Michigan, 
la:k all necessary services to maintain their 
health and safety. All of the twelve housing 
units are substandard a~cording to a Calhoun Coun­
ty housing inspector. The stove-heated shacks are 
in desperate need of winterization, lacking insu­
lation, storm doors and windows, and running wa­
ter. In addition, the absence of police and fire 
prctection along with the abject isolation of the 
reser ~;::. ~on f. Ie cree: _ precarious - ~ -. .::'ng condi­
ticns; and 

Whereas, the Pine Creek Reservation has near­
ly exhausted all sources of funds available to it, 
with maintenance money having already run its 
course during a particularly discomforting winter. 
The lack of career opportunities has driven the 
youngr Potawatomi Indians away long ago, leaving 
the average age of residents on the reservation at 
fi~ty-seven years. The typical resident is com­
pelled to exist well below the poverty level, 
subsisting on Social Security with an annual in­
come below $2,000; and 

Whereas, Due to legal complications concern­
ing the ownership of the Pine Creek Reservation 
land, the Potawatomis have been unable to procure 
funds that they are in desperate need of and enti­
tled to. A recent application for a $300,000 
fede:ral grant was denied because the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development cannot 
act until the ownership controversy has been re-
so=cved " (March 6, 1979; BAR, HPI Admin 
FL,e) . 

Development of a Splinter Group. In 1980, for reasons which 
were not entirely clear in the documentation made available 
to the BA.R historian, certain members of HPI formed a new 
corporation, the "Nottawasippi Band of Potawatomi Nation, 
Incorporated." The incorporation papers were signed Novem­
ber 15, 1980 and filed in Lansing, Michigan, on December 2, 
1980. ~he stated purposes of the organization were: (1) to 
raise funus; (2) a reuniting the Nottawasippi Band of .i!ota­
watomi N3.tion; 3) a reaquisition of historical land, 4) 
buildinq a museum and culture center. The names of incorpo-
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rators of the newly formed group were 1) Leonard James 
Pamp,191 2) Betsy L. Pamp, 3) Stella R. Pamp (all resided 
at 853 Albers Rd., Bronson, MI 59028). The board of direc­
tors COIlsisted of: Colleen Wagner (5342 Ethel, Brighton, MI 
48116), Julie A: Snyder (P.O. Box 1010, St. Joe, Ind. 
46785), KE:onneth Pamp (R I, Fulton Mich 49052) (BPI Tribal 
Off~ce) 

There i~, some indication that the major impetus for the 
formation of the new group was the question of control over 
the PinE! Creek Reservation land. Leona Bush wrote to Mark 
Stuart, BPI attorney, on March 7, 1981. In his reply, he 

~~l : 

Wh:_1E:o I understand the potential frustration that 
Huron Pottawatomi [sic], Inc. may have dealing 
with this new corporation, I doubt whether the 
cour·ts will get involved in something as political 
as the control of that land by one group or anoth­
er. Since your group may be characterized as 
"IE!sS militant" a direct appeal to the Michigan 
Governor's office might be helpful, although I 
sw;p,:;>ct they would refer you back to the Indian 
Commission (Stuart to Bush, April 22, 1981). 

On March 23, 1981, HPI wrote to the Michigan Department of 
CommercE~ inquiring about the status of the newly incorporat­
ed grOLip and objecting to the use of a name so similar to 
its own. The main content of the reply was that without a 
court o::::-der, the filing for incorporation of the "Nottawa­
sippi Eland of Potawatomi Nation, Inc." was a private matter 
between the parties (Michigan Department of Commerce to HPI, 
April ~·.:2, 1981, HPI Tribal Office) . 

On June 6, 1981, at a special tribal meeting, HPI adopted by 
a vote of 17 for, 1 against, and none abstaining, "Nottawa­
sippe IDlron Potawatomi Band of Indians Resolution No. V6-
81." By this resolution, HPI directed its lawyers to get an 
injunction restraining the use of the newly incorporated 
name, a:1.d also directed that all HPI members be informed of 
this ac=ion through the newsletter (HPI Tribal Office). On 
June 23, 1981, Leona Bush wrote to Isaac Peters, Chief, 
Gr~nd ~~lley Indian Lodge, concerning HPI's .desire to b~gin 
legal a~tion by means of a court injunction against tue 

J'Jl Leonard Pamp's misglvlngs about the effort to obtain Federal 
acknowleclgment pre-dated the FAP (Letter, HPI Tribal Attorney Mark F. 
Stuart to Pamp, April 11, 1977, HPI Tribal Office). 
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"Nottawaseppis Band of the Pottawattomi Nation, 
incorporated by the Leonard Pamp family (Letter, 
Peters, June 23, 1981, HPI Tribal Office) . 

Inc., " 
Bush to 

The Ad Hoc Land Committee, consisting of Samuel Mackety, 
Alberta ~lells,. and Leona Bush, sent a protest requesting 
thaL the Michigan Department of Commerce not register the 
new organization, with carbon copies to the governor, Assis­
tant Attorney General Wernet, the Michigan Commission on 
Indian Affairs, and Michigan Indian Legal Services (Letter, 
Ad HPI Hoc Land Committee to Director, Michigan Department 
of Commerce, March 23, 1981, HPI Tribal Office). In May, 
190_. ~eona ~~sh and ~lberta ~ells wrote to che Internal 
Revenue Service objecting to the assignment of a non-profit 
identity number to the new organization because of the 
similarity of na~es (Letter, Bush and Wells to Internal 
Revenue Service, May 4, 1981, HPI Tribal Office) . 

In 1982, David Mackety and Leona Bush met with State Senator 
Monsma ~oout the issue, saying, "We acknowledge the right of 
any grou:) to organize. However, we do protest the use of a 
similar name used by our tribal entity. "(Letter, Bush 
to Monsm~, March 25, 1982, HPI Tribal Office). The splinter 
group wa3 still in existence in 1983,192 1985 (HPI Tribal 
Minutes, May 11, 1985) and in 1986. 193 However, as of 1994 
its incorporators were listed on the current HPI membership 
roll and one of them was serving as acting HPI treasurer 
(HPI 199·±.L Roll). 

192 ~1ichigan Annual Report - Nonprofit Corporations. Nottawasepis 
Band of Pottawatomie Nation, Incorporated. Resident Agent, Leonard J. 
Pamp, Rt. 2, Box 853 Albers Rd, Bronson, MI 49028. Secretary: Colleen 
Rae Wagne~, 217 Dunbar, Waukeshaw, Wisc. 53186; Treasurer, Beverly Sue 
Stein, 812 Huffman, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 46808; Vice President, Joan bush, 
685 128 Avenue, shelbyville, MI 49344; other corporate directors Julie 
Ann Snyde~, 10436 Babcock Rd, Bath, MI 48808; Kenneth A. Pamp, R. 6, 
Fulton, MI 49052. "The Corporation will raise and administer a fund 
for: reuniting the Nottawasepis Band of Pottawatomie Nation; the 
reacquisi~ion of the historical land; the Cultural Language and l'radi­
tional Pow-Wow. The building and maintaining of museum, Trading Pl1St, 
cultural c2nter which will be built within the reacquired historical 
land; and Jther purposes to benefit the general welfare of the Pottawa­
tom' e Nat lJn (HFT Tribal Office) . 

193 Salem Indian M. E. Fellowship Hall. "Discussion of organization 
implemented by the Leonard Pamp fami.1Y. Attention was given to minlltes 
of HPI meriJership meeting of June 6, 1981, where action was passe.! 
protest this organization on grounds of infringement. This action ,idS 

not taken ]]]ace to date." Alberta Wells, acting secretary (HPI Tribal 
Minutes, ,kmuary 18, 1986). 
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Economic c:lnd social life in the 1970' s. 

Attempt:, at Pine Creek economic revival in the 1970's using 
War on Poverty resources. In 1971, the Michigan Department 
of SOCii!l Services produced a report on economic conditions 
on the ]Jine Creek reservation (Leatherbury 1977, 110). The 
followin9 year, 1972, the Huron Potawatomi were mentioned in 
a report prepared by the BIA at the request of Congress on 
urban, rural, and state reservation Indians (HPI Pet. 1986, 
Historical Overview, 50). 

Also in 1972, Huron Potawatomi, Inc., the "business arm of 
the ~-1uron Potawatomi BaGj," became eligible to receive 
Federal Revenue Sharin9 Funds, account no. 23-6-013-569 (HPI 
Pet. 19B6, Historical Overview, 49). Since that time, much 
of the day-to-day activity of the tribal council, as de­
scribed in the tribal minutes, has been devoted to the 
administration of various grant funds on behalf of the 
group. 

Gordon j3ush. A period of dynamic economic development 
activit~1 was ushered in by the appointment of Gordon Bush as 
directo:::- of Huron Potawatomi, Inc., in 1977 (Crawley 1978, 
4). BUBh, an HPI member, was a trained sociologist. At the 
time, t.e was 31 years old and lived in Grand Rapids, Michi­
gan. During the period of his appointment, he commuted from 
there to Athens each day. 194 He began an energetic fight 
for economic and community development services (Shoemaker 
1979?, 1) which was reflected in numerous newspaper articles 
at the time. 

In 1978, Calhoun County, Michigan, Housing Inspectors re­
ported 1:.hat the homes on the Pine Creek Reservation did not 
meet minimum health and safety codes (HPI Pet. 1986, Histor­
ical Overview, 47). In response, HPI threatened "to sue the 
governo:c- for $1 million in damages and $1.3 million for 
rehabilitation if he does not take action before Jan. 1 to 
upgrade living conditions on the Pine Creek Reservation near 
Athens 11 (Potawatomis: In search of a future, November 19, 
1978). Bush claimed to have commitments from 23 senior 
citizens and 40 low-to-moderate-income people to come back 
to the reservation if there was housing. He told the re­
porte~ ~hat, "So far as hundreds coming back, I doubt they 
would, 1~ven though we do still maintain political influence 

194 As does the current secretary working in the tribal office in 
1994. 
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over those other members" (Potawatomis: 
future, November 19, 1978) 

In search of a 

In 1979, a complaint was filed with state Department of 
Civil Rights by Joseph Wesley and Gordon Bush, "leaders of 
the Huron Potawatomi band headquartered at Athens," charging 
two Michigan State agenci~s with discriminat~_~ ~gainst 
elderly Indians (Sherwood 1979) . 

Bush also sought out sources of funding other than Federal 
grants. In a meeting with Presbyterian representatives, he 
stated that 47 members were still on the reservation, but 
that more than 400 lived elsewhere (Shoemaker 1979?, 1) 

"The tribe is dying out," Bush told us as he took 
us to see some of the 12 remaining houses on the 
reservation. The houses are poor, as poor as the 
47 [Jeople who still live there. The houses are 
shabby. Most do not have indoor toilets, plumbing 
or electricity. Trash removal, road maintenance, 
fire and police protection do not exist . 
average annual income for residents is about 
$1,900. 467 members scattered from New York to Minne­
sota (Shoemaker 1979?, 2). 

Response by the Pine Creek residents. However, support for 
Bush's a:tivism was not universal within the HPI membership 
during L:1e later 1970's: 

Reservation dwellers were not necessarily enthusi­
ast.ic about the prospect of federally-funded hous­
ing projects that would significantly increase the 
numbers living at Pine Creek and threaten their 
con~rol of lands which had been used by their 
fam.ilies for generations and to which they claimed 
heirship (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 1993, 24). 

This concern about use of the reservation land was one of 
the impelling factors that led to the establishment of the 
Ad Hoc I.and Committee (see above). Additionally, some 
younger members of HPI resented publicity which implied that 
they weD~ not adequately caring for elderly relatives who 
lived at Pine Creek (HPI Tribal Minutes, April 7, 1 07 9, 
[6]). The Council terminated Bush's position as executive 
director effective October, 1979, because his mother was 
serving on the Council and his position violated the nepo­
tism clause (HPI Tribal Minutes, June 9. 1979). He was 
still se::-ving, however, on April 12, 1980, but left the 
positior:. before December 13, 1980, by which time Ruth Ann 
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Chivis had become tribal director (HPI Tribal Minutes, 
December 13, 1980). 

Involven'2nt of the Pine Creek settlement in Michigan state­
wide Indian affaoirs. Also during the later 1970' s, the HPI 
became ac'tively involved in the work of the Michigan Commis­
SiOI, :m L:1dian Affairs iL the Michigan Department of Social 
Services. For a time in the 1970's, Rev. Samuel Mackety, 
who was raised at Indiantown in Athens, served as its chair­
man (Leatherbury 1977, 109). 

Huron Pot;awatomi Inc. since 1980. 

HPI Politics. 1980-1986. By the 1980's, HPI maintained 
rolls of eligible voters. The 1981 eligible HPI voters list 
comprisE~d 231 persons (BAR fd, HPI Tribal Office) . 

The 1980 election and its consequences. In the May 3, 1980, 
HPI ele(~tion, held at Dorr Township Hall, Dorr, Michigan, 
David Mackety, chairman for the past eight years, was re­
placed by Joseph Wesley, Jr. The new Tribal Council was 
composed of Joseph Wesley, Jr., David Mackety, Sarah Day, 
Ronald Chivis, and Elizabeth Pamp. There were 45 ballots. 
A protNlt was filed against alleged irregularities, (Letter, 
Leona Bush to David Mackety, May 7, 1980, HPI Tribal Of­
fice). During June, 1980, a petition protesting the elec­
tion waB signed by 57 voters, 24 percent of the total (BAR 
fd, HPJ Tribal Office) . 

C~lflict among leaders, including both staff mem­
bprs and elected leaders, ensued. More conserva­
tj'Je members felt the tribal staff was going too 
far and sought to stop them. At one point, mem­
bE~rs of this faction removed the files from the 
tribal offices, leaving the tribal staff unable to 
perform their jobs (HPI OD Response/Littlefield 
19'13, 25 i based on oral interviews). 

One result of this change of administration was that the new 
leaders~ip, once elected, really did not grasp the nitty­
gritty of day-to-day administration. Notification proce­
dures for meetings were not followed, meetings were not 
schedul,=d, <3.nd quorums w~re not attained. 195 The schedul-

190 May 29, 1980. Fifteen me~ers present. 
June 12, 1980, Tribal Chairman Joseph Wesley. 

appointed Secretary Pro-Tern in the absence of Sarah 
July 17,1980, no quorum. I 
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ing problems that had prevailed in 1980 continued throughout 
the first half of 1981,196 leading to considerable dissat­
isfaction within HPI. 

Submiss.ion of partial acknowledgment peti tion to BAR, 1981. 
Under JOSE!ph Wesley, HPI submitted a partial acknowledgment 
pel~tion, in the form of a !:listorical narrative, to BAR on 
January 16, 1981. On January 30, 1981, Greg Blanche, an 
attorney at Michigan Indian Legal Services, wrote to Joe 
Wesley, BPI Chairman, saying that he had received a call 
from Lynn Lambert [sic], Federal Acknowledgment staff, the 
previow; day. 

AUglE;t 12, 1980, no quorum. No notices sent out. Rescheduled for 
August 28. 

AUglst 28, 1980, no quorum. 
September 2, 1980. Special meeting called by J. Wesley and Ron 

Chivis to discuss absenteeism (Sara Day absent at all meetings; Liz Pamp 
at several). No notices sent. Meeting scheduled at Indiantown office 
at 3:00 p.m. The HPI Tribal Council passed a formal resolution to seek 
Federal acknowledgment on September 2, 1.980 (HPI Petition 1986, EX.). 

September 18, 1980, Scheduled for 7:00 p.m. at Ron Chivis' place. 
No quorum, no meeting. Chairman absent. 

September 25, 1980. October 28, 1980, Climax, MI according to one 
listing; Indiantown office according to another. Chairman absent. No 
quorum, no meeting. 

October 9, 1980. No notice, no meeting. 
Ucto~er 28, 1980. Scheduled for 7:00 p.m. at J. Wesley's place. 

R. Chivis and Sara Day absent. Meetings to be changed to 2nd Saturday 
of each month. 

November 11/13, 1980, Climax, MI or scheduled for 7:00 p.m. at 
Indiantown office and changed to Joe Wesley's place on one day's notice. 
No chairman, no quorum. 

November 25, 1980. Ruth Ann Chivis informed David Mackety of a 
council m,:;eting to be held at her place. Meeting not properly called by 
program director; only Liz Pamp present. 

December 13, 1980, Caledonia, Michigan, R. Chivis' place. Tribal 
chairman dbsent. 

Decenber 20, 1980, D. Mackety Res. Election procedures. 

Jamlary 10, 1981. No notice, no meeting. 
January 24, 1981. Scheduled for R. Chivis; no quorum, no meeting, 

only D. Mackety and R. Chivis present (HPI Tribal Office). 

196 I'ebruary 12, 1981. Cour.~il meeting schedul~d at Joe Wes1oy's 
office. N~ quorum, no meeting. 

FebrJary 14, 1981. No notice, no meeting. 
Marc:1 14, 1981. No notice, [1(1 meeting. 
c>pr.l 11, 1981. Annual meetillg scheduled as stated ir! constitu 

tion: no .:1otice, no meeting, no election. 
May 16, 1981. Meeting notice sent. Question: who is tribal 

chairperscu at this time? (HPI Tribal Office) . 
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If the Huron Potawatomi submit to me their member­
st,ip 1 ist and accompanying genealogical charts, 
sh~ indicated to me that your petition could re­
ceive immediate consideration. The opportunity 
fcc:- immediate consideration is a result not only 
of the Huron Potawatomi high priority but also of 
arc opening in the review p..:-ocess. If the Huron 
Pot:awatomi do not submit their membership list and 
genealogical charts, they will not be considered 
fo:::- this immediate opening. Further, your peti­
tion will not be given any consideration until the 
membership list and genealogical charts are sub­
mit. ted. I urge .1 ou to ~ ,mplete .3.nd SUCe _ t this 
da.ta immediately (Blanche to Wesley, January 30, 
19:31) . 

The add:i.tional documented needed to complete the petition 
was not submitted until 1986 (see below) . 

On March 26, 1981, Alvin G. Picotte, then Superintendent of 
the BI~.'s Michigan agency, stated that the narrative drafted 
by Gordon Bush and submitted by Wesley had been abridged by 
the HPJ .Ad Hoc Land Committee and submitted by Samuel Macke­
ty, HPJ member and Michigan Agency BIA staff member, as a 
56-page narrative. Picotte stated that at least four rea­
sons hc;.d been given for the abridgement: 

1. The Pakagon [sic] Band's History is to be 
kept separate, as indicated by Chairman Mr. 
Joseph Winchester, a petition for Federal 
Recognition is to be submitted in the near 
future. 

2. A jurisdictional boundry [sic] will be estab­
lished or adjusted between the Pokagon and 
Huron Bands of the Potawatomi in the near 
future. 

3,. One main distinguishing factor is re­
corded from the Congressional records in 
that the Pokagon Band was identified as 
the "Memorialist" while the Huron Pota­
watomi was [sic] not so identified. The 
historical documents, 1 the Cadman Roll 
- 1R96 relating t.o aI). Annuity per capita 
Payment for the Pakagon [sic] Band and 2 

the Taggart Roll 1904 a per Capita Pay­
ment schedllle for t-~e Hun~n Band is 
concLusive proof that'the ~ederal Gov~ 
ernment had separate dealings with the 
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respective Potawatomi Bands since the 
year of 1833. 

4. The G. Bush Narrative is a position 
paper in that the Huron (Nattowasippi) 
and the Pokagon Band are classified as 
one entity after 1833, the date of the 
last treaty with the Potawatomi Naticn, 
to the present day. This is erroneous, 
because the Huron Band of Potawatomi 
were forced to be removed (The Removal 
Act of 1830) to a Western Reservation 
while the Pokagon Band (The Memorialist) 
were exempted from a forced Western 
removal because of religious and educa­
tional reasons (Picotte to COlA attn. 
Lambert, March 26, 1981). 

Picotte went on to say that: 

Since the Huron Potawatomi petition and the Feder­
al Recognition process falls within the boundaries 
of the Michigan Agency, jurisdiction, our office 
is E~stablishing a file for informational purposes. 
We will appreciate all documentation that relates 
to this recognition process for our file. Upon 
Fede,ral Recognition of this tribe our Agency will 
be pleased to grant and administer the services 
that are due to them (Picotte to COlA attn. Lam­
bert, March 26, 1981). 

On December 9, 1981, John A. Shapard, Chief, Branch of 
Federal Acknowlegment, wrote to Mr. Buddy R. Raphael of the 
Grand RaQids Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan detailing the 
document~tion which was needed to complete the Huron Potawa­
tomi peLition (Shapard to Raphael, December 9, 1981). On 
December 14, Greg Blanche of Michigan Indian Legal Services 
(hereafLar cited as MILS) wrote to Mark Stuart, Esq. of 
Marshall, Michigan, the HPI attorney, discussing the infor­
mation still needed for the FAP petition, saying that "delay 
can only jeopardize the Huron Potawatomi petition l1 and 
offerin9 the assistance of MILS (Blanche to Stuart, December 
14, 1981). Four days later, Stuart enclosed a copy of 
Blanqhe's letter when he wrnte to HPl Chairperson Ronald 
Chivis (Stuart to Chivis, December 18, 1981). 

(In June I:::. 1982, the trib .. l r 'ouncil voted to se r 1. a certi-· 
fied letter to MILS requesting the return of all HPI materi­
als relating to FAP, After the return, the council intended 
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to re-activate its historical committee (HPI Tribal Minutes, 
June 5, 1982). 

June 1915.1: "Volunteer Membership Action Commi ttee." Under 
the leadership of David Mackety, a "Volunteer Membership 
Action Committee" met June 6, 1981, at Hopkinsburg, Michigan 
(HPI Tr=.bal (ffice). On June II, 1981, a notice was sent to 
the HPI membership stating that the membership action com­
mittee l~~d relieved the existing tribal council and appoint­
ed new nembers to fill vacancies until the next election in 
April 1982. Appointed members were: David Mackety, Chair­
man; Jenny Pigeon, Vice Chairperson; Leona Bush, Secretary; 
Katherine Stinger, Treasurer; Homer Mandoka, Jr., Member at 
Large (HPI Notices to the Members, June 11, 1981, HPI Tribal 
Office) :,97 The notice scheduled a tribal council meeting 
for June 19, 1981, to consider, among other things, action 
to up-d2lte the delinquent incorporation fee (HPI Notices to 
Members, .June 11, 1981, HPI Tribal Office) . 

On June 15, 1981, the Michigan State Police at Tekonsha, 
Michigan, were notified by Joseph Wesley that files had been 
removed from the tribal office on June 13 by David Mackety, 
Leona BlISh, and Kathy Stinger, who had also changed the 
lock. ~rhe police concluded that there was no criminal 
involvement (HPI Tribal Minutes, June 19, 1981; Concerned 
Member Hemo, July 5, 1981, 2). 

On June 19, 1981, HPI the newly appointed council met at the 
Comstock Community Center, Comstock, Michigan: 31 qualified 
HPI voters were present. While there was some question 
about the legality of the meeting, at the suggestion of two 
lawyers present, Mark Stuart for HPI and Greg Blanche from 
MILS, those present voted to legalize the meeting and ar­
range t() have an election held within 90 days. An election 
committE':!e of five persons was chosen: Gordon Bush, Barbara 

191 On July 17, 1981, HPI wrote to the Mid Counties Employment and 
Training Consortium saying that "the Nottawaseppi Huron Potawatomi 
Membership has mandated a change at the Governing Council level effec­
tive as (,f June 1981" and listing the officers as Ronald Chivis, 
Chairman; David M~l/::;kety, Vice-Chi:' ~-man; Jennie Pigeon, Secretary, Cathy 
Stinger, Treasurer; Elizabeth Pamp, Member (Letter, Chivis to Mid 
Counties, July 17, 1981, HPI Triba1 Office). 

On January 4, 1982, HPI sert a letter to the BIA saying that 
effectiVE June 1981, the Nottawaseppi Tribal Council was: Ronald 
Chivis, ('hairman; David Mackety, Vice Chairman; Leona Bush, Secretary; 
KatherinE Stinger, Treasurer; Elizabeth Pamp, Member-at-Large (Letter, 
HPI to Bll" January 4, 1982, HPI Tribal Office). 
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Sulanius, Cindy Pigeon, Mary Sprague, and Virginia Aneweski 
(HPI Tribal Minutes, June 19, 1981). 

The council chosen on June 6 to serve until the election 
(David t'1ackety, Ronald Chi vis, and Elizabeth Pamp) met on 
June 22, 1981, at Dorr, Michigan, appointing Jenny Pigeon, 
secr~Lary, and Katherine ~tinger, treasurer, to fill the two 
additional positions on the interim council. At this meet­
ing, Ronald Chivis was designated as tribal chairman, and 
the tribal director was ordered to turn over the keys (HPI 
Tribal flJinutes, June 22, 1981). By August 5, 1981, Ronald 
Chivis was signing letters as tribal chairman (Letter, 
'-.-hivis to Taylor, August 5, 1991, HPI Tribal Office) . 

An unsiqned, seven-page memorandum, dated July 5, 1981, to 
"Members of Band of Huron Potawatomi" was circulated by "A 
ConCernE?::J. Member and Former Employee." It was re: "Irregu­
larities and Authoritarian Rule of Some Tribal Members and 
Members Jf the Council" and objected to the actions taken on 
the initiative of the volunteer membership committee on 
constitutional and procedural grounds, alleging that the 
full menlJership had not been notified of the June 6 meeting, 
and that only 22 people out of a total 400-500 tribal mem­
bership :l.ad been present, and describing conflict between 
the new I:ouncil and the tribal director concerning the keys 
and aCCE!:3S to the files, as well as problems with payments 
to the s~aff (HPI Tribal Office) . 

In connection with this letter, HPI obtained the following 
legal o!):Lnion: 

Mark F. Stuart, Stuart and Stuart, Attorneys at 
Law, Marshall, Michigan. To Whom it May Concern: 
has reviewed the Resolution dated June 22, 1981 of 
the duly appointed tribal council (Board of Direc­
tors), of the Huron Potawatomi, Inc. That I am 
fam:_liar with the By-laws and procedures and that 
such Tribal Council and Board of Directors are 
duly qualified to act on behalf of the Huron Pota­
watomi, Inc., a Michigan non-profit corporation 
(July 6, 1981. HPI Admin File, BAR Files) . 

The HPI OD n'=!spons2, basf rj on oral interviews with tribal 
members, states that "Band politics lost some of its momen­
tum with these changes and with the departure of those staff 
menbers ,...J10 had been most activc~" (HPI OD Respc1se/ 
Littlefield 1993, 25). The written record does not confirm 
this intE!rpretation: from July 1981, the usual pattern of 
regular t.ribal council meetings showing extensive HPI tribal 
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council activity in fact resumed. 19B On August 19, 1981, a 
full-pa9E:: memo to the membership updated them on all aspects 
of grants and funding (HPI Tribal Office) . 

April 198.2: Re-Election of David Mackety. The HPI newslet­
ter reported the following information under the headline, 
"Election of 1982: II 

At the membership meeting held on February 18, 
19B.2 at the Grand Rapids Inter-Tribal offices, 
Grand Rapids, MI. an Election Committee was se­
lected and the date of the annual election was 
set. ~"1e El.:... ;:ion C~ .. ~ttee will bE.. L-:lc.dred by 
Leona Bush with Anna Marie Medawis and Albert 
Sprague as co-committee persons. Election poli­
cies and procedures read. Motion by Richard 
Sprague that a Recall procedure be entered into 
tl;.E~ Election Policies and Procedures, passed by 
tree Tribal Council. Place: Nottawaseppi Huron 
Band Office, Pine Creek Reservation, April 24, 
19132, 1:00 p.m. Offices: Chairman, 3 years; Vice 
Ct.ai rman, 3 years i Secretary, 2 years; Treasurer, 
2 ;lears; Mbr at Large, 1 year (HPI Newsletter, 
Ap::-il 1982, HPI Tribal Office). 

From this time, 
had a regularly 
meetin9:3 . 199 By 

throughout the remainder of the 1980'S, HPI 
elected tribal council which held regular 
1983, HPI was holding tribal council meet-

198 July 17,1981, Tribal Office, Pine Creek Reservation. Discus­
sion regarding events of June 22, 1981 and June 29, 1981, mEetings. 

July 25, 1981, Katherine Stinger, secretary pro tern. 
AU~iust 5, 1981. Letter of Ronald Chivis, Tribal Chairman, Interim 

Tribal Council to Community Services Agency. 
AU9ust 10, 1981, Pine Creek Reservation. 
AU9ust 14, 1981, Pine Creek Reservation. 
September 29, 1981, Pine Creek Reservation--Executive session, 

Interim Tribal Council. 
Ncvember 25, 1981, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
December 9, 1981, Pine Creek Reservation. 

F'ebn;,ary 15, 1982, Dorr, Michigan. 
F'ebruary 18, 1982, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

199 t-larch 11, 1982, Dorr, Michigan. 
Apl~il 6, 1982, Grand Rapids, MI. 
A]:,ril 23, 1982, Grand Ra]:,ids t-lichigan, GRITC Office. 
JLne 5, 1982. Pine Creek Repervation. Present. David Mackety, 

Alberta Hells, Jennie Pigeon, Leona Bush. 
Jl.~y 17, 1982. t-leeting notice, Salem Indian Mission. 
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ings at the Salem Indian Mission (HPI Tribal Council Min­
utes, May 14, 1983). Also by 1983, HPI had established a 
"northern office" in Allegan County (HPI Tribal Minutes, 
July 9, 1983). At the January 1986 tribal council meeting, 
a motion was made and carried "that all business be done at 
the office at Athens and not be split into northern and 
southern offices" (HPI Tribal M~nutes, January 18, 1986, 1). 

Continuation of work on the Federal acknowledgment petition. 
Between 1980 and 1986, one major focus of HPI efforts was 
the preparation of the Federal acknowledgment petition. A 
partial, incomplete documented petition, the historical 
i?ortion only, ...,as sub .. ,.Ltted '- BAR 01. Januari 16, 1981, by 
HPI (Natta.waseppi [sic] Huron Band of Po taw atom is) . The BIA 
responded by saying that, "your petition will be conside~ed 
at the ea.rliest possible time, " (Hayes to Levine, 
January 30, 1981, BAR Files, Admin File) . 

February 12, 1983, Athens, MI, 10:00 a.m. Announced in newslet-
ter. 

March 12, 1983, Pine Creek Reservation. Announced in newsletter. 
Apdl 9, 1983, election, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; Pine Creek 

Reservaticln and Grand Rapids Inter-Tribal Center. Elections workers: 
Leona Busr., Richard Sprague, Albert Sprague, Samue 1 Mackety, Sue Lepper, 
Dawn Anderson, Louella Collins, Louise Medawis, Kathy Stinger, Ruth 
Peters. 

April 14, 1983, Grant Rapids. Executive session. 
May 14, 1983, Salem Indian Mission. 
July 9, 1983, Salem Indian Church. 
Octcber 28, 1983, Salem Indian Mission. Listing only. 

March 17, 1984, Grand Rapids, MI, 10:40 a.m. With attendance 
sheet. 

Anncuncement for Election of 1984, April 21. Two poll sites, at 
Athens anc northern to be announced. Absentee ballot request attached. 
Elected: David Mackety, Chairman; Ronald Chivis, Vice Chairman; Leona 
Bush, Secretary, Alberta Wells, Treasurer; Jennie Pigeon, Member at 
Large. 

1984 Annual Membership meeting notice, July 14, Kalamazoo Public 
Library Auditorium. 

July 28, 1984. Announcement to the Heirship of the Pine Creek 
Reservati:n. Athens Township Hall, 2:00-4:00 p.m. Ad hoc land commit­
tee: Elma Gabow, chairperson; Leona Bush and Samuel Mackety. Ad hoc 
land committee (Elma Gabow, chair) went out of business. 

Oct:::ber 7~. 1984, Pine Cree" Reservation. 

May 11. 1985, Salem Indian M.E. Fellowship Hall. Minutes in 
L -tlefield 1953, Attachment D. 

JanJary 18, 1986, Salem Indian M.E. Fellowship Hall. Minutes in 
Littlefield 1993, Attachment D. Next meeting will be in approximately 

. two months. AlberLa Wells, ctin,,' 'e-:r-etary. l 
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BAR alsc) requested that the remainder of the petition, the 
necessary items specified in the letter, be submitted in 
order that. the petition could be processed (Letter from John 
A. Shapard, Chief, Branch of Federal Acknowledgment, to 
Buddy R. Raphael, Grand Rapids Inter-Tribal Council of 
Michigan, December 9, 1981; BAR Files) . 

At the lI.pril 5, 1986, HPI council meeting, 

David Mackety brought up that Federal Recognition 
did not seem a viable issue at this time with 
quite afew [sic] members. Alberta Wells made 
commE~nc chat it .Jhould ~e wrapped up a"1d informa­
tion given to members as we receive word from the 
Federal Recognition Office on the progress (HPI 
Tribal Minutes, April 5, 1986). 

The documE~nted HPI acknowledgment petition was received by 
BAR on December 22, 1986; additional material was received 
February 3, 1987. The obvious deficiency review response 
was sent in October, 1987 (OD Letter, Hazel Elbert to David 
Mackety, October, 1987, BAR, HPI Admin File) . 

BPI Politics 1986-1991. The HPI Tribal Office has only one 
set of minutes between January 1986 and December 1987, those 
of April ~J, 1986. 200 After December 1987, the sequence resumes. 201 

200 At the death of formal tribal council chairperson John Chi vis, 
Jr. the 'more up-to-date minutes" were in his estate. As of April, 
1994, HP[ was trying to get them back, but had had to go to court. The 
tribal admi~isLrator and current chairperson had reconstructed some by 
going around to former tribal chairmen, etc. Alice Littlefield suppos­
edly did use them (in a black binder) when preparing the 1993 OD 
Response. aowever, there are none for this period included in Little­
field's :mbmission to BAR. The BAR anthropologist obtained copies of 
some in September, 1994. 

20] ')ctober 13, 1987 (no copy in files--mention that minutes read 
at Dec. :29 meeting) . 

Decemoer 29, 1987, Joe Sprague's Office, Grand Rapids, MI. 
Re-schedule of December 15, 1987, meeting, which was cancelled because 
of snow. Minutes in Littlefield 1993, Attachment E. 

January ~:, 1988, Dorr, MI. 
February 16, 1988, Joe Sprague's Office, Grand Rapids, MI. 
May 9, 1988, Joe Sprague's Office,Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
July 26, 1988, Rest Stop, Galefburg, Michigan . 

. Auqust 23, 1988, Yankee Springs Recreational Unit, Gun Lake unit. 
September 20, 1988, Dawn Bush Residence, Grand Rapids, MI. 
De':;ember 12, 1988, HPI Inc., Fulton, MI. 
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The tribal minutes for December 29, 1987, show that the 
meeting was held in Joe Sprague's office, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Those present were David Mackety, Katherine 
Stinger, Alberta Wells, Dawn Bush, and Joe Sprague, Sr. 
Topics discussed concerned several grants, approval of the 
minutes of the Oc-tober 13, 1987, meeting; a treasurer's 
report, and discussion of thb OD letter received from bar. 
"General consensus- we would like to submit a reply to their 
comments on this issue in the month of January." A meeting 
was schejuled for January 16, 1988, for a workshop to get 
the respJnse material together (HPI Tribal Minutes, December 
29, 1987, 1). However, no response was presented to BAR 
until 1991. That response was recalled by the HPI Council, 
which finally presented an OD Response in January, 1993. 

Temporal:i amalgamation with the Bradley settlement. The 
most sig~ificant new initiative undertaken by HPI during the 
later 1930's that has significance for acknowledgment pur­
poses is the temporary merger which took place between 1988 
and 1991 with the Bradley settlement Potawatomi (aka at 
various ':ime periods, Selkirk Reserve; Gun Lake; Match-e-be­
nash-she-wish Band). This merger was engineered, beginning 
in 1987, immediately after submission of the Federal ac­
knowled9ment petition, by David Mackety. 202 

January 23, 1989, HPI Wayland Office. 
May 23, 1989. Minutes read at the July 25, 1989, meeting. 
June 28, 1989, City Park, Constantine, MI. Present: David 

Mackety, Joe Sprague, Sr., Albert Wells, Margaret Sipkema. Topics: 
economic development, filling of a council vacancy, and liability 
insurance. 

July 5, 1989, HPI Wayland Office. Present: David Mackety, Joe 
Sprague, Sr.; Alberta Wells, Margaret Sipkema, John Chivis, Jr. 
Discussio~ of a "profit arm" for HPI. 

July 25, 1989, HPI Wayland Office. Present: David Mackety, John 
Chivis, Jr.; Joe Sprague, Sr.; Alberta Wells, Margaret Sipkema. Report 
on discussion with the Michigan Indian Legal Services on a corporate arm 
structure. appointment of a business committee, report on the Marcy-May 
SF 272 rep:)rt on the ANA grant. 

Sept2mber 14, 1989. Special meeting. Present: David Mackety, 
John ChivLs, Jr.; Albert Wells, Margaret Sipkema, Joe Sprague. Minutes 
in Littlefield 1993, Attachment D. 

Novenber 14, 1989, HPI Wayland Off ice. 
Decenber 12, 1989, No.offic'" Announcement/agenda only. 

202 The current, 1994, HPI membership list contains the names of 
those penv)[ls added to to HPI duri.ng this merger. As a result, the 
current HPI population of 819 is larger than would be expected on Lhe 
basis of Pine Creek settlement population statistics only. For exten­
sive disc\l:;s"lon, see the Genealog~cal Technical Report to the Proposed' 
Finding. 
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Mackety had, with brief interruptions, been HPI chairman for 
nearly 20 years. His formal election as tribal chairman 
took place in 1972 (HPI Pet. 1986, Historical Overview, 49), 
but he:1ad been active in HPI activities for nearly 20 years 
before that. 

Tribal members today att..r::..bute the motive fOl ~:-.e merger to 
various developments. One was the dispute, unresolved in 
1988, vlithin HPI about the status of the Pine Creek reserva­
tion lend: 

Tha attempted merger of all Bradley (Allegan Coun­
ty) Huron Pots desc~ndants and Athens (Calhoun 
Ccr.mty) Huron Pots was the brain child of former 
Hur-on Pot Tribal Chairman David Mackety. His 
sLated desire was to bring the leadership capabil­
iLy of the "northern community", as he fondly used 
to call Allegan County Indians, into the Nottawa­
se?pi-Huron Tribe. His reason was to energize a 
Tribe that had lost momentum due to it's [sic] 
internal stalemate over who had ownership rights 
of the Pine Creek Reservation" (Church 1993, 33-
3 l , ) 

However, there had also been internal religious conflict 
within BPI since the 1970's caused by the revival of Native 
American religious interests among some members (HPI OD 
Responsa/Littlefield 1993, 38-39). Since the Bradley group 
was str:mgly Methodist, some HPI members believed that 
Mackety also hoped to use the merger as a way to ensure a 
fundamentalist Christian majority. 

Per-haps the most disturbing issues that surfaced 
throughout the years was that he controlled tribal 
enrollment, refusing any applicant who did not 
share his particular religious beliefs. As a 
fundamental Christian he obviously felt that it 
was his obligation to protect the enrolled members 
from non-Christian or traditional members. While 
this virtue is commendable as a spiritual or fami­
ly value it becomes discrimination when appJ.ied to 
tribal law (Chivis 1993, [6]}. 

In any case, whatever the motivation, the merger did take 
place. 

['1']h.e Allegan County Huron Pots discussed the 
matter and in 1988 began cooperation. An ANA 
grant was written, the land issue was set aside, 
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the rolls were to be redeveloped, and a new con­
stitutional structure was to be developed to in­
su:~e equal participation of both communities 
(Church 1993, 34). 

By Septernl:)er 1989, HPI had an office at 118 W. Maple St., 
Wayland, Michigan, in additiJn to the office on the Pine 
Creek reservation (HPI Tribal Minutes, September 14, 1989) 

However, the combination of the two groups did not prove to 
be enduring or long-lasting: 

Our _ -,,-eiltly _omplet _ ~'esearch of \. ..... l Lake Band 
history and tribal continuity does not reveal any 
thread of evidence, documents, or Treaty stipula­
ticl:1.s which support the theory that the Indians of 
Allegan and Barry Counties were ever an official, 
or otherwise functioning part of the Huron Potta­
wat.omi Tribe Qrior to the failed attempt by the 
Nottawaseppi-Huron Potawatomi from 1987-91 to 
merqe the membership of the individual Huron Pots 
in Calhoun County and Allegan County into one 
tribe (Church 1993, 33-34). 

Although it was the merger which led, in considerable part, 
to Mackety's defeat in the April, 1991, election, nonethe­
less the tribal chairman elected to replace him was Margaret 
(Sprague; Sipkema from Bradley. 203 

1991: S11bmission of "Updated Historical Overview" written 
by Williilm Church of the Bradley settlement and new Member­
ship RoIJo ' In accordance with the merger that had taken 

>0, ~';arch 17, 1990. Council Meeting, Fa Wa TingMe Ged Win Church, 
Grand Rapids, MI. 

[September 11, 1990. Council Meeting. Referred to in minutes of 
May 21, l~I'H, meeting.] 

September 26, 1990. Council Meeting, John Chivis, Jr., Residence, 
Jenison, [\'1:[. 

Octclber 10, 1990. Council Meeting, McCoy Restaurant off 1-94, 
Battle CrE,ek, MI. 

[November 5, 1990. Council Meeting. Referred to in minutes of 
May 21, lS9' meeting.] 

NoverUJer 12, 1990. Council Meeting, HPI Office, Bradley, MI. 
Decerilier 20, 1990. Council Meeting, HPI Office, Bradley, MI. 
January 9, 1991. Council Meeting, HPI Office, Bradley, MI. 

. February ll, 1991. Council ,Meeting, HPI Office, Bradley, MI. 
Marett 12, 1991. Council Meeting, HPI Office, Bradley, MI. 
[Apr i.:. 9, 1991. Council Mef'ting. Referred to in minutes of May 

21,1991, meeting.] 
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place, in 1991 HPI submitted to BAR an Obvious Deficiency 
ResponsE~ written by William Church of the Bradley settle­
ment. The narrative portion of this response was focussed 
upon justifying the merger of the Pine Creek and Bradley 
settlements from a historical perspective. It was intended 
to provide an: 

updated historical overview of the Tribe 
pE:::-tinent at this time due to the heavy concentra­
tion of the focus of the petition on the Pine 
Cn~,ek Reservation Area. The Tribe now de-
si::-es to provide additional information about the 
Tribe and its mem 2::::-S north of Pine Creek, legal 
and historical descendants of the Huron Potawatomi 
dEBcribed in the petition, and land bases there 
also of an historic nature and relevance (HPI OD 
REsponse/Church 1991, 3). 

From the perspective of modern community, it argued that: 

Today's Huron Potawatomi Communities are concen­
trat,ed in eight (8) southwest Michigan counties 
srnIth of the Grand River. These counties are Cal­
houn, Kalamazoo, Barry, Allegan, Kent, Ottawa, Van 
Bu::-en and Berrien counties. Population data de­
veloped under a grant funded by the U.S. Offices 
of Health and Human Services and administered by 
tr:.e Huron Potawatomi Tribe show eight distinct 
population concentrations. They are at the Pine 
Cn~ek Reservation, Battle Creek. the City of Kala­
ma:wo. Grand Rapids, Bradley, Hopkins (in Allegan 
CrnInty), Spring Lake in Ottawa County, Hartford in 
Va.l1. Buren County and scattered members in Berrien 
CC~lrrty (HPI OD Response/Church 1991, 6). 

This definition of the HPI community was far more comprehen­
sive than that which had been presented to BAR in the 1986 
documented petition: essentially, it described a different 
popUlation and geographic entity altogether. However, the 
HPI Tribal Council chose to "recall" this OD response in 
1992 rather than making it an official part of the HPI 
petition (see below for a fuller discussion) (BAR, HPI Admin 
File) . 

The following items reflect the merger's purposes and poten­
tial r:onsequences. At the Jar.uary 9, 1991, HPI tribal 
council meeting at the Bradley office, Joe Sprague moved 
"that the land at Athens be removed from consideration for 
trust s:atus, in pursuant of federal recognition, until 

, 
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federal recognition has been achieved." The motion passed 
(HPI Tribal Minutes, January 9, 1991). In 1993, tribal 
chairman Ronald Chivis claimed that this provision was in 
violation of the Tribal Constitution, Article VII, section 1 
(Chivis 1993, [4J). 

On February 11, 1991, in a I-=PI tribal council meeting at the 
Bradley office Joe Sprague moved "that the Council approve a 
resolut~on that all on the 1904 Taggart Roll be considered 
as Nottawaseppi Huron Potawatomi full bloods unless other­
wise indicated or genealogy research proves otherwise." The 
motion passed (HPI Tribal Minutes, February II, 1991). For 
a _ _ler dk5~ussion f the iplications of tnis motion, see 
the GenE!alogical Report. In 1993, tribal chairman Ronald 
Chivis claimed that this motion was in violation of Article 
III, Sect.ion 1 of the Constitution (Chivis 1993, [4]). 

Breakdown of the Bradley merger. During the spring and 
summer of 1991, the merger with the Bradley settlement broke 
down amid considerable controversy: "The cooperation 
stalled :_n 1991 after a bitter Tribal Board election which 
saw Chief Mackety defeated in an election. He did not even 
receive E~nough votes to remain on the Council" (Church 1993, 
34) .204 

The 1991 E?lection was held April 6. Temporarily, it lead to 
a dominat.ion of the HPI administration by the Bradley commu­
nity. On April 9, the tribal council met at Bradley to 
nominate and elect Tribal Council officers. Those chosen 
were: Cr..ief, Margaret (Sprague) Sipkema; Vice- chairman, 
John Chi~'is( Treasurer, Alberta Wells; Secretary, Elma Gabow 
(HPI Tribal Minutes, April 9, 1994). The selection of the 
Allegan C'ounty chairperson was controversial, and took place 
on a 3-2 vote (Church 1993, 34). 

2C4 "~ven after he no longer had an official role, he continued to 
influence a certain faction of the membership, keeping them at odds with 
the new or younger tribal leaders who opposed his leadership style 
and/or his ideas .... It is common knowledge that he felt that if the 
pr"'sent act<Tini'" ~ation was made t~ l'Jok bad and were denied funding .. then 
the organizatlon would die away and the Band would be left in limbo. 
This was a tetter solution then letting someone else have control over 
the land and tribal operations, espe:ially members who did not live on 
the Reservation. I have a letter he wrote to me stating that he knew 
that the people in Washington saw the current administration as a 
'problem child'. He encouraged this image in ways too numerous to list" 
(Chivis 1913, (7). 
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The April, 1991, Newsletter indicated that the tribal coun­
cil proposed an expansion from 5 to 7 members. This plan as 
develor:H~d would have allowed "the communities of the Pine 
Creek ~~sprvation, Calhoun County, Kalamazoo County, Ottawa 
County, Kpnt County, Allegan County (west of U.S. 131), and 
Allega~ County feast of U.S. 131 plus Barry County to each 
have d :;eat on the proposed seven-person Tribal Council." 
This plan had to be approved by the general membership 
before it could go into effect (April 1991 Newsletter) . 

Also, on April 19, 1991, the tribal council passed a "Reso­
lution of the Nottawaseppi-Huron Band of Potawatomi that for 
enL Jllnu~nt purposes, all persons on the 1904 Taggart Roll 
will be counteo as full-blooded American Indians, per action 
of the Tribal Council on February 11, 1991" (aD Response, 
AttachmE~nt 23) .205 

The foLlowing explanation of the ensuing developments was 
provided by a member of the Bradley community and current 
officia:c of the Matchepenashewich or Gun Lake Potawatomi 
Band: 

WiLhin the next few months the Calhoun County 
Huron Pots eliminated the Allegan County hold on 
lead,~rship of the two combined Tribes. By Novem­
ber of 1991 the Calhoun County Huron Pots had 
sufficiently discouraged Allegan County Indian 
participation by reneging on an agreement to ex­
pand membership, made the land issue a focus, 
wh:Lle firing Allegan County Indian staff with "no 
causl~" . The Allegan County Huron Pots resigned 
from the Tribal Council in disgust. The four year 
att:empt to politically consolidate the two commu­
nitil~s ended, forever (Church 1993, 34). 

At the r1ay 21, 1991, HPI tribal council meeting, it was 
announcE~d that, "A special regular meeting is to convene on 
June 11, 1991, 1:00 pm, at the Bradley office for the pur­
pose of revision on a motion that was made in the January 
20, 1991, council meeting" (HPI Minutes, May 21, 1991). The 
letter from Margaret Sipkema, the chairwoman, to David 
Mackety inviting him to come, stated that it was "to rescind 
a mot,ion that was carried at the January 9, 1991 Council 
meet{ng regarding the land at Athens and its status" (Let­
ter, Sipk,~ma to Mackety, June 6, 1991). 

20, t'lin\ltes, council Meeting, April 23, 1991, HPI Bradley Office. 
Min~tes, Council Meeting, May 21, 1991, HPI Fulton Office. 

169 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement HPI-V001-D004 Page 393 of 462 



Historical Report - Huron Potawatomi, Inc. 

The minu:es of the June 11, 1991, tribal council meeting did 
describe it as a "special" meeting (HPI Minutes, June 11, 
1991). According to Ronal.d Chivis, later elected as tribal 
chairper:30n, it was held "to deal with grievances," and was 
closed to the mempership (Chivis 1993, [4]). John Chi vis, 
Jr., "acted as leader in confronting the tribal administra­
tion and employees, incLlding David Mackety's _-2latives who 
still sa.t on the Council II (Chi vis 1993, [8]). Joe Sprague's 
February 11 motion on land trust was expunged from the 
record (HPI Tribal Minutes, June 11, 1991). However, except 
for this land question, the minutes reflect only routine 
business matters aside from the land issue,206 and the 
items ccvered at the JunE.: 21, June 25, and June 27, 1991, 
meetings were also routine, being primarily concerned with 
tribal fllrchase of land in the Bradley area (HPI Minutes, 
June 21, 1991; HPI Minutes, June 25, 1991; HPI Minutes, June 
27, 1991). 

Shortly thereafter, however, the council began to undo the 
initiati,~s which had been undertaken during the winter of 
1990-1991. At the June 27 tribal council meeting, Alberta 
Wells moved "that a land committee be formed of the primary 
heirs, or their representatives, of the land at atehens to 
work with Council on the land issue." The motion carried 
(HPI Minutes, June 27, 1991) .207 At the August 16, 1991, 
Special Council Meeting, Wells moved "that the motion made 
in the February 11, 1991, council meeting be expunged, which 
is uncom::titutional since it artificially raises the blood 
quantum of persons on the 1904 Taggart roll" (HPI Minutes, 
August lE, 1991). Chairperson Margaret Sipkema did not call 
for a vote on this motion, stating that she considered it 
was improper because the original mover would not rescind 
his original motion. She stated that she wanted legal 
advice or. the topics for which the meeting had been called. 
Vice-Chairman John Chivis called for the vote, and the 
motion c3.rried (HPI Minutes, August 16, 1991). 

At a courcil meeting held August 27, 1991, at the HPI Brad­
ley offi:e, several non-council HPI members were present and 
voiced ccncerns about the ratified consti~ution, nepotism, 
Federal acknowledgment, permission for bt:rial in the Pine 

206 J:e Sprague was asked to rescind the February 11 motion Ire: 
the land], but refused (Chivis 1993, [4]; Tribal Minutes, August 16, 
1991) . 

207 Minutes were submitted to BAR from two "Special council Meetings" held 
August 16, 1991, at the Bradley Office; September 10, 1991, at the HPI Athens 
office and ~eptember 26, 1991, at the HPI Bradley office. 
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Creek Ceml?tery, and the question of how long HPI would be 
able tc maintain the 1/4 blood quantum membership require­
ment. One of the participants commented that she felt that 
"there ~3hould be more participation like at the meeting 
today" (HPI Minutes, August 17, 1991). The September 10 
meeting heard reports, but took no actions (HPI Minutes, 
Septt:::;:J::E~r 10, 1991). 

John Ch:_vis and Alberta Wells requested that a special HPI 
"board" meeting be held on December 3, 1991, to discuss the 
fact that Tribal Chairperson Margaret Sipkema had laid off 
the ProJect Director without full council approval (Memoran­
~ urn, HF:: Tribal Office). Ron Chivis stated that the meeting 
also "confronted" Ms. Sipkema and Joe Sprague "about notes 
that thE~Y were planning to form a non-profit organization 
for the community living in Allegan County, thus forming a 
, splinter group'" (Chivis 1993, [5] ; Tribal Minutes, Decem­
ber 6, :.9(11). 

On January 10, 1992, Margaret Sipkema and Joe Sprague re­
signed from the Huron Potawatomi, Inc. Board (Chivis 1993, 
Attachments). A "Special Board Meeting" held January 14, 
1992, i~; mentioned in the February 4, 1992, minutes, but 
only the agenda, not the minutes, was submitted to BAR. 

Role of the Council, 
Inc., a~rain provided 
council meetings. 208 

1992-1994. From February 1992, HPI, 
BAR with a sequence of minutes for 
The council began a campaign of out-

208 ~ebruary 4. 1992. Athens Office. Present: Board. John Chivis. 
Alberta \~el1s. E1ma Gabow, Shirley English, Ronald Chivis; Staff, Ray 
Stitt, MdXY Stitt, Fern Wright; Guests, Kathy Stinger, Linda Sue 
Densmore. ~~na Marie Densmore, Catina Lynne Densmore, John L. Watson, 
Jr., Mark Simmons (Littlefield 1993, Attachment D). 

Mac2h 14, 1992, 11:00 a.m. at Athens HPI Office. Scheduled in the 
minutes of ~he February 4 meeting. 

Ap:-il 11, 1992. Two designated election sites, HPI northern 
office, Grand Rapids; HPI souhern office, Fulton. 

May 16,1992, HPI Office, Athens, MI. Special meeting for 
nominati;13 and election officers for the coming year. Election held 
4/11/92 [~~~l. Chairperson, John Chi vis; Vice Chairperson Elma Gabow; 
Treasurer, Ron Chi vis; Secretary, Shirley English; Member at Large 
Alberta \'/"el J c 

May 23, 1992. Special Council Meeting. Re: Election of Offi-
cers. 

Ma·I 3 J, 1992. 
ment of 3taEf. 

Special lileeL .ng, HPI Office, Athens, MI. Employ· 
t 

June 6, 1992. Agenda. General Membership Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
Present: Ronald J. Chivis. Elma Gabow, John Chivis, Shirley English, 
and Albe:ta Wells. 
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reach to members who had been alienated by the foregoing 
sequence of events. 

On J-une 6, 1992, a predominantly Indian camp meet­
ing was held on the Pine Creek reservation for the 
first time in many years, in conjunction with a 
band. membership meetins. Several of those who 
attended the membership meeting did not attend the 
camp meeting, and vice versa (HPI OD Response/ 
Littlefield 1993, 39). 

On July 11, 1992, a resolution that the Pine Creek land was 
.de unjer tribal conL:ol- -unsigned- - was passed "by 'lnani­

mous vot2 by Nottawaseppi Huron Potawatomi Band members 
present" (HPI Minutes, July 11, 1992; BAR 050 Files). 
However, HPI provided no list of who or how many members 
were present at this meeting. 

Through~lt 1992, there was a continued struggle between the 
new chairman of the HPI tribal council and the Mackety 
family who were, "at odds with the new or younger tribal 
leaders who opposed his leadership style and/or his lDavid 
Mackety':3] ideas" (Chi vis 1993, [7]). The new or younger 
tribal 1eader referred to was John Chivis, Jr. (Chivis 1993, 
[8]) The conflict with the Bradley settlement also contin-
ued. In early 1993, Ronald J. Chivis stated: 

We have already languished for 20 years under the 
leacl l2rship of a man whose religious beliefs imped­
ed tribal growth and now, we have to contend with 
the 'splinter group' who are using our history to 

Jun(~ 27, 1992. Special Board Meeting. Contract with tribal 
genealogiH:. 

July 11, 1992 _ Meeting with tribal members to discuss issuf;;o 
regarding ::j:1e Pine Creek Reservation and its ownership. Resolut LOIl by 
unanimous 'lote to seek federal recognition as mandated by prior t.r ibal 
government process; decision that the Athens Reservation and land 
purchased .Ln Bradley, Michigan, was under direct Tribal Council authori­
ty_ 

July 18, 1992_ Agenda. HPI Administration Building, Pine Creek 
Indian Rese:C'vation. 

Augu;t 29, 1992 _ Schedulec 'leeting mentioned in the Augus t - . S, 
1992, issLe of Huron Potawatomi Notes. 

September 19, 1992. Scheduled meeting mentioned in the Septf.?flifl( r 
11,1992, :_ssue of Huron PotawatorEi \Jotes. 

uctc,ber 2, 1994. Tribal Council hosted a Tribal Law Seminar ;",,1. 

the counci =_ and membership. 
January 9, 1993. Scheduled meeting mentioned in November 1992 

Huron Pota~latomi Notes. 
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build a future for themselves. . they all re­
cEived payment as Huron Potwatomi descendants in 
the award made by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 
the 1980's. . to the Potawatomi of Michigan, 
anci as descendants share a history with the Notta­
wal;sippi Huron Band of Potawatomi" (Chivis 1993, 
[8: ) . 

At the end of 1992, the split between Huron Potawatomi, Inc. 
and the Bradley settlement became public knowledge. On 
December 1, an article entitled "Land of My Fathers" ap­
peared Hi the Grand Rapids Press. It stated that: 

BL.l Church, former Proj ect Director for Huron 
Pctawatomi, Inc., and other Council members of the 
"Gun Lake Band of Grand River Ottawa Indians" have 
beE~n piecing together the history of the group to 
sat:isfy Bureau of Indian Affairs requirements for 
federal recognition status since 1975 (Land of My 
Fathers 1992). 

The minutes of the November 6, 1993, HPI tribal council 
meeting referred to the group at Bradley as the "Splinter 
Organization" (HPI Minutes, November 6, 1993). 

January 1993 Submission of Littlefield's OD Response. Since 
1992, the petitioner has continued to hold regular business 
meetingl;.209 In spite of the conflicts, work on the Feder­
al acknowledgment petition continued. An OD response pre­
pared by ~~lice Littlefield of the Department of Anthropology 
and Soc:.ology at Central Michigan University was presented 
to BAR :.n January 1993, and the petition was declared ready 
for act:.ve consideration. 

209 Jctober 16, 1993, Pine Creek Reservation Administration BuiJd-
ing. 

November 6, 1993. Ronald J. Chivis, Council Chairman. 
November 18, 1993. Ron Chivis voted out of office as Tribal 

Chairman by the Tribal Council at a Special Tribal Council Meeting owing 
to discrepancies in the tribal checking account. 

De:ember 4, 1993, Fulton, MI. Call to order by Shirley English, 
9: 20 a. m. Shirl "V English electerl ch.'iirperson; Terry Ch,i vis Vice Tribal 
Chalrperscn; Marianne Butcher and Amos Day, Jr. to Council membership 
and Mari3nne Butcher as Tribal Council Secretary. Julie Snyder as 
tl '?asurer. ReC;'llarly scheduled membership meeting at 10; 00 a. m. 

January-1S, i994, '~ulton, MI. Shirley English, Chairper§on. 
Marianne Butcher, Tribal Council Secretary. Attendance list. 

Ja1uary 25, '994, attIC> danc~. ~o~l, SpeciFl', Courecd meeting. 
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On Apri.1 29, 1993, Tribal Chairman John Chivis, Jr., died 
(Chivis 1993, [1]) He was succeeded by his brother, Ronald 
J. Chivis, who on July 14, 1993, sent BAR an extensive 
letter detailing the history of the merger, describing HIP's 
recent conflicts with the Bradley settlement, and expressing 
concerns that Bradley was "using our history to build a 
futuH_ for themselves" (Chiv.i.s 1993, [7]).210 

Rather than being detrimental to either petitioner, however, 
the failure of the attempted merger between HPI and the 
Bradley settlement in fact documents the cohesive nature of 
each of the two participants in the project. While both are 

210 ,July 14, 1993. Letter from Ronald J. Chivis, Chairman, Huron 
Potawatomi, Inc., to Holly Reckor [sic] on tribal split. 

"It has come to my attention that we have not yet responded 
to the unfortunate division of leadership and the subsequent 
forrr.ing of a 'splinter' group by some of our membership" (Chivis 
1993, ['-]). "The Nottawaseppi Huron band of Potawatomi. . also 
remained in thier [sic] homeland in southwestern Michgian [sic]. 
Chief Moguago led some of the members into an area along the Pine 
Creek River in Calhoun County, while the other members settled in 
various locales in Allegan and Bradley, Michigan. Originally 
there were seven settlements of Nottawaweppi Huron Potawatomi 
whi:h spaned seven contiguous counties in southwestern Michigan. 
Tod3Y the two primary communities are in Calhoun County, along the 
Pin9 Creek River and in Bradley, Michigan in Allegan County" 
(Chivis 1993, [2]). 

"The northern settlement is located in Bradley, Michigan and 
consists of 12 acres purchased by the tribe in 1991. The acreage 
lies adjacent to the original northern Huron Potawatomi land base 
and its cemetary. Originally 75 to 100 Indian families owned land 
which was purchased for them by the Methodist Episcopal Church . . 
. T~e original land trust was sold to pay delinquent taxes (Chivis 
1993, [2)). 

"As Tribal Chairman I am deeply concerned about the future 
of my people. . now, we have to contend with the "splinter 
group" who are using our history to build a future for themselves. 
. . . it concerns me that their petition for federal recognition 
sta':us number is "9-a" and attached to ours, which is "9". They 
call themselves "Gun Lake Band of Grand River Ottawa Indians" now, 
when they all received payment as Huron Potawatomi descendants in 
the award made by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the 1980's" 
(ChLvis 1993, [7]). 

July 20, 1993. Memo from Ronald J. Chivis, Chairman, Huron 
Potawatoml, Inc., on tribal split "Enclosed is a detailed explainarion 
[sic] of the events that preceded the forming of a 'spinter [sic] group' 
by some me:nbers of the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi. Also 
enclosed lS an appendix wilh dc~ulli nts supporting lhe issues and/or 
positions tnat the Huron Potawatom~, Inc. Tribal Council has taken 
regarding this matter" (Chivis Memo July 20, 1993, BAR Admin. File). 
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settlerr~nts of Michigan Potawatomi, and although the two 
groups have experienced a considerable amount of intermar­
riage aI~j have had strong social ties historically through 
their a~;sociations with the Methodist missions and the late 
19th-cEntury claims activity that resulted in the compila­
tion of the Taggart Roll, they had, nevertheless, separate 
band or:cgins and separate liLes of development. The attempt 
to creaU:~ a merger was arranged by a specific leader for a 
specific purpose, was sharply limited in its duration, and 
was not acceptable to the wider membership of either peti­
tioner. 
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APPENDIX I. 

LISTING OF POST-1889 ANNUITY COMMUTATION LAND PURCHASES. 

The inde}: date is the date the deed was received for record- -not 
the .l~te the deed was made 

Calhoun County, Michigan. Index to Deeds 10, Sept. 1885 - Dec. 
1890. 

p. 107. 
1889 Oct. 23. Caffrey, John & L.A. to John Nottaway, 

Book 129, p. 574. Section 16, T.S. 4, R.W. 8. 
1889 Oct. 23. Clark, Ezra M. to John Pamptepe Jr. (et 

al), Book 129, p. 576. Section 29, 4, 8. 
p. :.95. 

1889 October 23. Gay, Albert W. to Rodney Pamptepee 
(et al), Book 125, p. 509. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Gay, Albert W. to Sarah Isaac (et 
al), Book 125, p. 510. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Gay, Albert W. to E. & J. Mackie, 
Book 125, p. 511. Section 23, 4, 8. 
p. ::5B. 

1889 October 23. Isaac, Atwood, from R. H. & E. 
Lewis, Book 129, p. 569. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Isaac, Sarah, Nancy & Lucy from 
AlbE:rt: W. Gay, Book 125, p. 510. Section 23, 4, 8. 
p. ~ 05. 

1889 October 23. Lewis, Robert H. & E. to Thomas 
Wezoo (per heirs), Book 129, p. 568. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Lewis, Robert H. & E. to Atwood 
Isaa.c, Book 129, page 569. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Lewis, Robert H. & E. to Samuel 
Man~Dka, Book 129, p. 470. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Lewis, Robert H. & E. to Martha 
Wez::o (et a1) (per heir). Book 129, page 571. Section 23, 
4, 8. 
p. 340. 

:L889 October 23. Mackie, Elizabeth & Jeff from Albert 
W. Gay. Book 125, p. 511. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Mandokay, John &. A. from Edward & 
J.r. Wisner. Book 125, p. 512. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Mandokay, Joseph Jr. from Edward & 
J. R. Wisner. Book 125, p. 513. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Mandoka Sam'l. per heirs from R. H. 
& e. Lewis. Book 129, p. 570. Section 23, 4, 8. 
p.3'" . 

1889 October 23. 
Thompson, Book 129, p. 

1889 Cctober 23. 
John & L. A. Caffrey. 
p. 416. 

Notawa, Isaac from Archibald R. 
573. Section 23, 4,8. 
Nottz..wa, J. P. W. & R (heirs) ,::::r'ln 
Bobk 129, p. 574. Section 16, *, 3. 
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1889 October 23. Pamptepee, 
Albert W. Gay, Book 125, p. 509. 

1889 October 23. Pamptepee, 
Archibald R. Thompson. Book 129, 

1889 October 23. Pamptepee, 
Ezra M. Clark. Book 129, p. 576. 
p. 52l. 

Inc. 

R. F. J. G. & S. from 
Section 23, 4, 8. 
Phines (per heirs) from 
p. 572. Section 23, 4, 8. 
John Jr. (per heirs) from 
Section 29, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. 
Pamptepee (per heirs) , 

1889 October 23. 

Tnompson, Archibald R. to phines 
Book 129, p. 572. Section 23, 4, 8 
Thompson, Archibald R. to Isaac 

Not.tawa, Book 129, p. 573. Section 23, 4, 8. 
p. S39. 

1889 October 23. Underwood, Ira. to Etta A. Watson 
iet c ,Eook 29, p. Section 23 ~,8. 

1889 October 23. Underwood, Hanford B., to Etta A. 
Watson (et al), Book 129, p. 575. Section 23, 4, 8. 
p. ~i95. 

1889 October 23. Wisner, E. & J. R. to J. & A. Mando­
kay .. Book 125, p. 512. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Wisner. Edward & J. R. to Joseph 
Mandokay Jr., Book 125, p. 513. Section 26, 4, 8. 
p. ~i96. 

1889 October 23. Watson, E.A. N. J. & S.A. from Ira 
Underwood, book 129, p. 567. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Wezoo, Thomas (per heirs), from R. 
H. & E. Lewis. Book 129, p. 568. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Wezoo, M. F. & Peter (et all from R. 
H. & E. Lewis. Book 129, p. 571. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1889 October 23. Watson, E.A., N.J. & S.A. from 
Hanford B. Underwood. Book 129, p. 575. Section 23, 4, 8. 
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APPENDIX II. 

LIS~rIN"G OF POST-1889 ANNUITY COMMUTATION LAND SALES. 

Calhoun County, Michigan. Deed Index 11, Jan 1891 - Dec 1895. 
Unpaginated. 

1895 Jan. 19. Mackey, Stephen to George Robinson. 
Book 149, p. 266. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1895 Jan. 19. Robinson, George from Stephen Mackey. 
Boc,k 149, p. 266. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1895 April 13. Isaac, Nhe [?] Sarah from Lucy Isaac 
(per heirs). Book 149, P 491. Spction 2:3, 4, 8. 

189S April ~J. Isact~ Lucy (~r. heir) to Mrs Sarah 
Isaac, Book 149, p. 491. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1895 May 23. Isaacs, Lucy (Est) to Martha Johnson. 
Book 150, p. 363. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1895 May 23. Johnson, Martha (et all from Lucy Isaacs 
(Est.. (per admr). Book 150, p. 363. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1895 May 23. Mandoka, Samuel from Nancy Mandoka 
(Est), Book 150, p. 362, Section 23, 4, 8. 

1895 May 23. Mandoka, Nancy (Est) to Samuel Mandokn. 
Book ISO, p. 362. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1895 February 14. Pamplepe [sic], Henry (et all from 
State of Michigan, Book 150, p. 215. Section 26, 48, 8 
(crcss-reference not located) . 

1895 November 14. Pamptope [sic], J - M - H -S from 
Georsre Pamptope, book 141, p. 390, Section 26,4,8. 

1894 November 14, Pamptope [sic], George to John (et 
all Pamptope, Book 141, p. 390, Section 26, 4, 8. 

Calhoun County, Michigan, Deed Index 12, Dec 1895 - Jan 1901. 
Unpaginated. 

1899 Sept. 3. Isaac, Sarah (et all to Joseph P. 
Clegg, Book 172, p. 80. Section 23, 4, 8. 

J.896 Ju1 28. Mandoka, Samuel to Jerome Y. Cu1p. Book 
155, p. 471. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1897 February 9. Mandoka, Joseph from Nathan L. Rowe. 
Book 158, p. 250. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1897 September 30. Mandoka, Joseph to L. W. Holmes. 
Book 157, p. 211. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1900 May 21. Macky, Mary, from Elmer Snow (et al), 
Book 165, p. 293, Section 18, 4, 6. 

1895 May 12. Nottaway, Josephine from David Nottaway. 
book 157, p. 138. Section 16, 4, 8. 

1895 May 12. Nottaway, David to Josephine Nottaway. 
Book 15, .... , page 138. Se~ '~ioL1. 16, 4, 8. 

1899 January 3. Nottaway, David to Nat L. Rowe, Book 
163, p. 163. Section 16, 4, 8. 

1896 Septe~~er 15. :amptop~;, J - M - H - ~ & S to 
Geor~JeRob::'llson, Book 155, p. 509. Section 26, '-<, 8. 

1896 October 2. Pamptopee, George from Josephine 
Wenelveh. Rook 155, p. 6,0:3. Section 23 , ,4, 8. 

, " 
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1896 October 5. Pamptopee, Stephen from Josephine 
Weneweh. Book 155, p. 612. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1897 January 7. Pamptope [sic], Henry from John 
PalTptopee. Book 158, p. 180. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1896 October 2. Pamptopee, George to Nat L. Rowe. 
Bock 155, p~ 602. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1896 October 5. Pamptopee, Stephen to Nat L. Rowe. 
Bod: 155, p. 613. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1896 October 13. Pamptopee, Henry to Seth W. Holmes. 
Bock 155, p. 626. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1896 October 13. Pamptopee Samuel to Seth W. Holmes. 
Bock ISS, p. 627. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1896 October 22. Pamptopee Geo. & Stephen to Joseph 
2. CIE..::J~' Book ')8, p. 1-:. Section 23, 4, 8. 

1897 January 7. Pamptope [sic], John - Mary S. to 
Henry Pamptopee, Book 158, p. 180. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1897 May 13. Pamptopee, Samuel from Henry Pamptopee. 
Bo::k 158, p. 517. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1897 May 13. Pamptopee, Henry to Samuel Pamptopee. 
Bo::k 158, p. 517. Section 26, 4, 8. 

1897 May 13. Pamptopee, Samuel to S.W. Holmes. Book 
1 5 8 I p. 51 8 . Sec t i on 2 6, 4, 8. 
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