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Trlbal Govunment Service. 

Mr. Neal Mc:Cormkk 
Route 1 Tama ReservatlOn 
C.a1ro, Ceorgia )1128 

Dear Mr. McCormick, 
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. MAY 1 8 1979" 

Pursuant to 2' CFR ".9(b), preJlmhlry reYiew'has been completed of Part 1 
of the petitio, fell' federal acknowledgment recently submitted by the Lower 
<r~ J t""8f"~ East of the MJssissippi, Inc. Part 2. which deals ... ith 
tni"i~OUP's mf!mbershlp and Indian ancestry, 11 stili belnl revIewed and wiU be 
reported al as SCIOn as the lnItial review is complete. SeveraJ deficiencies in 
Part 1 are appar,ent,. however, .... hich the staff believes should be brought to 
your attentiClC'1 ImmedlateI,... 

A serIous deUci(!!1lq exists In the aru of historical proof that the group has 
exi$ted from historIcal times and has been identified as "American Indian- or 
"abcriglnaJ,· ,lI required In ~tlOn ".·7(a) of the Federal regulations dea.IJns 
wIth adcnowJedg,ment.; Whl~ there Is a coherent narrative and adequate 
documentatJon to prove the eslstence of 4 O'eek NatIon CII" Confederacy in 
Alabama aM Georgia down to the time of. Jndian removal west of the 
MississIppi, therl~. is virtuaUy no hisiory or documentation provided for the 
period of l!'Il-l~.'1. The historical existence of the Creek Confederacy is not 
at Issue. The ,eontinuin& exlstence of the tower Creek Muscogee Tribe, 
however, must be established for 'this period of the group's history. The 
current petltJon does not do this •. 

In relatIon tel Section ,'.70,), there Is little description or supporting evidence 
to estabUsh the post-I&30 existence of the community within whIch tribal 
politIcal reJe tiona have been maintained. 

Those statements .... hich deal with how the present-day or po$t-1973 group 
meets the community and tribal political influence criteria. Sections ' •• 7(b) 
and (c), have little supporting eYldence. The group's constitutIon is not enough 
in Itself to sl'1()W that the group meets these aiteria. 
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Thls Initial re1f1ew of the group's petitIon does not constItute active con alder· 
atlon, nor is h a determinatIon of the group's status. It 1. a notation 01 the 
obvious defidences found in the lnltlal review of the petition as required by 2' 
CFR , •• 9(b). The group may w1thdraw Itl entire petition or a portion of It.t 
thil tIme for further work, ex' can submit additional informatIon ex' a 
clarification which will reinforce the areas in whlch the staff has noted 
obvious deficiencies. 

The Federal Acknowledgment staff would be happy to discuss the5e problem 
areas with ),cUlif you have any questlou.' 

SIncerely, 

RAYMOND V. BUTl£R 

~ M"; D1ree1Or. Office of indian Services 

cc:Mr. John Wesley Thomley 
Governo ~ Geor ge Busbee 
Attorne1r General Arthur K. Bolton 
Wm. Ha;Tlmack, Georgia Commission on Indian Affairs 
Mr. Claude Cox, Okla Creek Nation ' .. 
Eastern Area Office 
Alan E. Lubel 

cclSurnam«:: 
1rZJo z --
Chrony 2 
Mailrocm 
Holdup :LMcMillion:jm:235-2360:4/24/79:5/ 16/79:D-6 
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