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Bir. Bethur R Turner
P, O, Box 26
Florala, Alsbama 386842

Dear Bir. Turnen:

This B to ackaowledge receipt on Nevember 7 of the documented petition for
m&mmmsam&mwm&tmwﬁﬁw
Hississippi. As required by the Federal ackmowledgment regulations (35 CFR
54}, the Ackrowledgment staff has reviewed the petition for obvious deficiencies
and significant emissions.

Although the petition has cbvidusly been prepared with & great deal of effert,
there are several areas where additional discussion and documentation are
necessary to strengthen the petitien. Ve have cutlined these areas below in
order o give you an oppertunity to provide additional materials and clarification
before your petition is placed under active censideration.

There is essentially no pre-1968 history of the group which reiates to criteria

54.7(a) throyth (€} of the Acknowledgment regulations. A parrative history and

supporting documentation should be provided which traces the group’s continued
_ existence anc shows how it relates to the pre-remeoval Creek Mation.

A detalled dascription b5 needed of the current group since its incorporation.
This description should discuss the kinds of business the council takes care of a5
well as the types of activities in which the tribe participates as & whole,

Any additional information which will demonstrate that the group has been
identifivd as Indisn by other Indisn groups currently and twoughout its history
would help to strengthen the petition.

tore informution will be needed to process the genealogical pertion of your
petition since it has net been passible to adequately identify your members using
the iﬁfmmnm provided. The information needed Is discussed below:

1} For cach mmmrﬁﬁwwﬁm&&kﬁznwewﬁ
need 1o know their name as it appeared at the time they received
payment as well as the names of ithelr parﬁﬁi& of brothers and
sisters.

2} A lis! is needed of youwr members wh&éiémt%eiaf}mketﬁi
but who have applied for payment under Docket 275,
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3) Each adult (over 18) member included on your roll who is not
included in items | or 2 above should complete an Individual
His ory Chart. A sample chart is enclosed.

Mailing add-esses for all members are needed to strengthen your petition. After
the petitior has been placed under actlve consideration, additional documenta-
tion may be: requested for members who have not or will not receive payment
under Dockets 21 or 275.

Enclosed are two policy letters which may help to explain the acknowledgment
process further and to clarify the type of information needed to strengthen your
petition.

This initial review of the group's petition does not constitute active considera-
tion, nor is it a determination of the group's status, It is a notification of the
obvious deficiencies found in the initial review of the petition as required by 25
CFR 54.9(b). The group may Withdraw its entire petition or a portion of it at
this time for further work, or it may submit additional information or clarifica-
tion which will reinforce the areas in which the staff has noted obvious

deficiencies.

The Acknowledgment staff will be in touch with you by telephone to discuss the.
specific materials needed to strengthen the petition and will try to help you find
professional assistance should you feel it necessary. In the meantime, if you
have questions, please write to the Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 1951
Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20245, Attention: Federal

‘Acknowledginent Project, or contact the Acknowledgment statf at (703) 235-

2360.
Sincerely,
{Sgd) Ralph Reeser
Acting Deptty  aqgistant Secretary - Indian Affairs
Enclosures

ccs Governor Forrest James, Jr.
Attorney General Charles Graddick
Claude Cox
Eastern Area Office
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