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DTS P
FHOPACT

The vill&ga}or Tortugas, Now Haxico consists of an
amalgan of Tiws~Piro, Sranish-imerican, aAnglo-imerican, and
Mexican Indian culturasl elements, These varied influences
have been reforzulsted and unified into a meaninzgful and
peculiarly individual pszttern. For this reason the village
presents an interesting laboratory for the study of‘cultural
dynamics,

Tortugns was originally ssttled primarily byk;;wau.

At present, howaver, Tortﬁgas culture‘is very different fron
that of the other pusblos. Soms cultursl factors in history
must bs responsible for this divergence. 4&n attempt haa
been made througnout to compare Tortuzas cultufe with other
Indian groups, especially Isleta and, where dats 43 aveil-
‘able, Isleta del Sur. In many cases it is difficult to
determine wvhether elements ure of Indizn provenieace or
derive from Spanish~American or Hexican sourcas.

Zxcept for one brisf articlel published after ths
compl;tion of tha fleld work for tho present report, Tertue

gas has not been studied from the anthropologiczl polnt of

view in any intenzivs fashion. The data upon which this

report i3 based was collacted mainly during the summer of

lHurt, Tortugas
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1951, under the auspices of the Departrent of inthropology

of the University of lew Hexlco, The zuthor wishes to
acknowledege his indebtedness to the following individuals:
Miss Erna Fergusson, through whom he first heard of Tortuzas,
and who furnished him with valuable introductions§ the lzate
Dr. Pzul Reiter, Dr, ¥. W. Hill, and Dr. 3tanley S5, Newman
for encouragenent and direction; Ir. Florencs iawley Zllis,
who mede available her unpublished field notes on Iéleta;
Mr. G, Adlail Feather, of Hesilla Park, New Mexico, for aid
in the fi=1d; Hrs. Renry Stoes, of Las Cruces, Kew Mexico,
for sharing her rich expefiéﬁce in the region; the late

¥xr., Herbert ¥, Yeo,'of Las Crucecs, whose contact with
Tortugas extended from the turn of the century; and to Mr.

and ¥rs. Homer Gruver, of the Lag Cruses Citizen, for access

to thelr files, WMy zratitude to my informants, who must

yomain snonymous, cannot bs adequately expressed,
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AN ETHNOLOGICAL STUDY OF TORTUGAS, NEY MEXICO

The village of Tortugas, New Mexlco is located in the
Mesilla Valley three and a half miles south of Las Cruces,

At the present time Tortugas culiure is an anmalgam of Tewa-
Piro, Spanish~5merican, inglo-fimerican, and ¥exican Indian
elements, It is ofteﬁ difficult, however, to determine the
provenience of discrete traits.

Toftugas culture was conpared with that of other south-
western Indian groups, especially Isleta, and, where data was
available, Isleta del Sur, 'Tortugas'culture wag found to di-
versae ﬁidely from Pueblo gulture a8 a whole, tending in the
direction of the Séanish~ﬁmerican.» The major problem ianves-
tigated was: ‘what historical factors were responsible for
thig divergencez from a generalized pueblo pattern? Tortugas

never held significant amounts of agricultural land, thus

'differing markedly from other pueblos in land ownership pat-

terns. Because of this the people have never bsen able to
withstand outside contacts. - Wage work, élways importznt,
became increasingly so as other subsistencs activities dwin-
dled. Fany historical developmeuts resulted in a change
from the subsaistence-based Indian-~type economy, which was
brought from Isleta del Sur by the early colonists, to a
money-based economy closely approximating that of their land-

less Mexican neighbors. In social life as well as in religion




and ceremonialism, Hisranic elements, which were engraftad
on an Indian-based culture in ths nineteenth century, came
to form the bsse culture, with Indian elemsnts esdhering.

Some Indian forms have survived even though they no
longer function as they did in the past or as they do today
in the other pﬁeblos. The rentention of theses extsrnals in
government and ceremonialism is due to an iaversion of thsa
prestige structure usually found iIn this area. At fortngas
there are wmore status rewards to be found in being Indian
than Mexican or Spanish-imerican. |

Finally an attempt waos made to detefmine to what extent
the Tortugas example might be used to predict the direction
of chance in other pueblo groups. In this“connecticn, Tortu-
gas data wzs compared with that of Dr, €, Lange on Cochiti,
A11 but a few of his conclusions wsrs borne out by the hig-
tory of Tortugas. On the basis of these two studies, it may
‘be postulated that tais pattern of culture change may well

be that which other pueblo groups will follow.




INTRODUCTION

The village of Tértugas is lﬁcated in thes Fesilla
valley of Dofia 4Ana county, Kew EEKico,'near the Texas and
Chihuabda, tiexico boundaries, Threz and a half miles north
is Las Cruces, the Dona Ana county seat, a city of zbout
thirteen thousand five hundred people., Tortugzas is boundad -
on the north by Mesilla Park and by State College, where the
Hew Maexico College of &gricultural and Hechanical Arts is |
located., El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua lie
forty miles to the south, V. S.’Highway 85 passes one-
quarter mile west of the village. Althouzh originally built
on the Rio Grande River, which last flooded and changed its
éourse in this area in 1906, Tortugés is now three and one-
half miles from the river. The village is on the Dona Ana
Bend Colony Grant (El incon de Dona 4na), a Mexican grant
of 1839 to Don José Mar{a Costales, Qho foundad the village
Dona Ana, twelve miles to the north. The aiﬁitude is three
thousand eight hundrsd and sixty-three feet, Zast of the
village lis the Orgzan Mountains, with an altitude of over
nine thousand feet,

The climate is generally temperate and ary. ‘The low
of record is &°, with the average minimum 44°., The high of
record is 105°, with the averace maximm 76.8°. The growing

season averages tws hundred days & year, with the average
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date of tie last spring frost 4pril ninth, and of the first
fa2ll frost Cctober twenty-sixth.' Tha average anaual pre-
cipitstion is 8.58 inches, with the mean anﬁual relative
humidity 48%. Average annual sunshine is 853, with two
hundred and tweniy-eight days clear, ninety-four days rart-
1y cloudy, and forty-three days clcudy.‘ The zverage number
of days with at least 0,01 inches of’precipitation is fort?-
two. ¥Wind velocity averages 7.1 miles per hour. The mean

snowfall is 2.4 inches psr year,




AISTORY

The v}llage of Tortugas can trace its asncestry through
Isleta del Sur gnd ultimztely to the pueblo of Isleta. The
haterial in the following section is based primarily upon
Hackett's definitive study of the Pueblo Rebellionl, which
bringg into sharp relisf the complex serles of svents which
culminated in tnhe lsletan retreat to El Paso,

In August of 1680 there was a general revolt of the

Fueblo Indians of New Hexico against the Spaniards. In-
volved in thils rebellion wes the pueblo of Isleta, on the
Rio CGrande, absut ten miles south of the present citj of
Albuquerque, The Isletans did not participate 1n the ra-
bellion., However, they suffered at the hands of both pro-
tagonists with the rasult that they beczme ¥displaced
persons”. ’ ‘ .

The onsot of the uprising found Governor Oterm{n
icmobilized in Santa Fé. ifter the initial carnage, Licu-
tenant General Alonso Garcia, Lieutenant Governor for the
Rio Abajo district, was separated from the main body of the
Spanish forces with a smsll group of refugees., His province

included the pueblos of Fuaray, Alameda, and Sandia. Thess
had rebelled and killed one hundred and twenty inhabitants

1Rackstt, Revolt, Introduction, et rassin.
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of the valley. They pillaged the estancias of horses,
cattle, and other property, all of which was collected at
Sandia pueblo. Garcia and his followers took refuge in
Isleta, which they reached late in the day of fugust tenth,
Garcia, in command of soma fifteen hundred people, including
seven missionaries, had only one hundred and twenty men cap-
able of bearing arms. ' \

Taking over one thousand refugees, Oterm{n abandoned
Santa Fe for Isleta on the twenty-first of August. He hoped
to‘escape’before the Puablo Indians could recover from théi?
losées, ally themselves with the Apaches, and make another
attack, He was unaware that a week before, Garcia and hisk
followers, whom he assumed were in Isleta, had fled south.

Gércia's decision to move south from Isleta had been
conditioned by several circumstances. He and his group had
every reéson to believe the reports that Governor Oterm{h
and his division had been massacred. HMNoreover, supplies
were low és a result of the haste with which their homes had
been abandoned. Furthermore, his position in Isleta was
becoming untenable, The natives of Isleta outnumbered the
Spaniards and were better stocked with munitions and pro-
visions. They "were becoming restless and warlike, due to
the threats that had come to them from the other pueblcs,

and especially those of their own (Tiwa) nation for not
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havinz tazen part in thoa revolt."z
decordingzly, CGarcia held a meeting on the fourtsenth

of August, and it was decided to retresat to Hoxico. As

- Lisutenant Governor and Captain~Gsoneral, he quite reason-

ably thought thst thers was now no suparior suthority above
him in the whole province and pave the order to abundon
Islota. ,

¥han Ctermin reachsd the pusblo he found it doserted.
He overtoock Garcia's group at Fray Cristcbal and put Gareia

under arrest for exczeding his authorlty, Garcia cttempted

to vindicate his acticzn on the following crounds. First, .

he told how reports of the northecrn Spanish inhabltints had»
caused his company to hocoms imnatient to leave for thelr -
own safety. He alﬁcyrelated his desperate atteapts to
comeunicate with the northern refugses. On August elsventh,
before his retreat from th# devastated country to the north,
he had made a stand at hig house, three and a half leagues
below Sandia, "in order to learn something definite and
reliable of the fate of the Governor and the inhabitants of
the other jurisdiqtians."3 Qurcia and six sons fortifie

themsolves and held out for two daya. Indians in mounted

zﬂackett, devolt, p. lxix,

3Hackett, Revolt, p. 1lvii,




squads cut them off complstely from all outside aid. Threa
mesgsages were dispatched to Janta Fe, thirty lecgues away;
none arriving at their destination. At the same time
Otermin in Santa Fe was trying to establish communication
with the Rio Abajo people., fHe, too, was unsuccessful,
after Otermin had examined the gutos presented for
the defense, Carcle was freed and absolved of all blame.
L

Hackett” considers that the whole arrest and trial of
Garcia was largely a matter of form. The combined forces
then continusd their retreat, in order to insure the safe-
7 ty of the women and children., They ﬁade temporary canp at
~ La Salineta, a place within the present limits of Texas.

On Octover fifth the Jarzento Mayor, Luils ds Granillo,

*appearad before him (Gterm{n] and, in bshalf of all tha
peo?le in the camp, presented a petition asking that,
because of the many dangéra and inconveniénCQs wﬁich baéet-
them at La Salineta, the whole camp be allowed to move to
a place on the opposite side of the river near the monag-
tery of Guadalupe".5 Such was the nature'of the founding

of Bl Paso, As Zspinosa points out,6 however, old Z1 Paso

hﬁackett, Hevolt, p. ¢.
SHackett, Revolt, p. cxv.

6Espinosa, Crusaders, p. 20.




was locited on tha south or Mexican side of the river,
where the town of Juaresz now stands. It did not occupy its
present gite in Texas.

The raefugees were in no poaition to attempt a 1o~
conquast, but by Hovember, 16381, practically all arrange=
ments had been completed at 31 Paso for an expediticn againe
st the rebals, A party departed on Xovember fifth. fccord-
ing to Hackett,7 Otermin made thls movs with mueh trepidation,
foeling that the possibllity of success was slight. He fels,
however, that it was his duty to attemnt an entrzda. His
force consisted of ona hundred and forty~six aoldiars, of
whomn sixteen were raw reeruits, one hundred and twelve
Indian allies of the Hansos, Firos, Tipua (?iwa) , and Jemsz
nations, and twenty-egight servants, uige of whom were armsd,.
Ctorni{n himself took alght armed sarvants, There were seven
relizious. The total forceraaaunted to some two hundred
and ninety porsons.

%hen the party approached the pushblo of Islota, many‘

. V4 P
of his soldiers loct confidence, and Otermin decided to

>

march apainst the pueblo with saventy picked men upon whonm
he could depend., ©On the night of Decambar fifth, this group

arrived within a short distance of Isleta. Before dawn he

THackott, Revolt, p. erxxitii £F,
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divided his men into four groups, in order to aporosch the
pueblo from all sides. Frior to this he had sent 2 scout-
ing party to the hills north of the rusblo to discover if it
was st11l inhabited. They approached to wiﬁhin‘fivevleagusa
of the village and reported that it was, for they had seen
smoke rising.

As tha soldiers advanced to attaék, “they extolled in}
loud»vaices tha most holy sacrament.”s Ths Indisns were
taken by surpriss, buat the warnlng was given, ths entifﬁ
pueblo garrisoned in a very short time, and some arrows wars
dischargzed at the attacking force. Howaver, tha c%pture of.
theo villaze was effectad by thse Spanlards wlthout firing e '
‘sinzgls. shot.. Oternin. gained tha plaza and called upon the
Indians to surrender peaceably. This was dons, and the |
Isletans laid down their arma. Contritely they explained
to the Sﬁaniarﬁs that the soldiers had been fired upon
beczuse they ﬁad been migtaken for Apaches. Gternin 6rder-‘
ed ali of the inhabitants to assemble in the plaszs, Hackstt

9

explains® that these included outsiders from the FPiro

pusblos of Socorrs, Alamille, aond Sevilleta, and from other
10

rueblos, a total of over five hundred persons. Bandeliaer

sﬁackett, Revolt, p. cxxxi.
9

Hackett, Hevolt, p. cxxxii,

10gandelier, Finsl Repors, part 1I, p. 23%. .
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notes that, "Previocus to the uprising Isletz had received \
accessions from the Tigua settlements nesr the Fanzano,
when these pueblos were abandoned in consequence'of the
Apaches, This explains why the southern Tizuas ofklalata
in Texas claim to have descended from éﬁgé;y at the Salines.,
The fugitives from the latter village fled to Isleta, and’
wera subsequently transported thence to the southe..." ///
When the Isletens gathered in the plaza, they were :
reprimanded by Otermfn for their sacrilegious acts. They
had destroyed the crossges in the village and burned the
monasﬁery and the church. The shall of the church had baen‘
converted into a cattle corral. The Isletans denied response
ibility for thase acts;, attributing-the bléze to tha Indians
of Teos and Flcuris and of the Tewa nation, who had orderedi
them to return to their pre-Hispanic paganism. Oternin
demanded that everything Spanish, voth religious andyaac~-k
ular, be reinstated. To this effect the pueblo was séérch;f
ed. The Governor then ordered crossss to be made,.hot oﬁly 
large ones for the houses and plaza, but smaller ones whiéh'
the Indians wers to wear around their necks. Finally, at
the Governor's decreae, a general thanksgiving.wgs heid.
Before dawn, however, two natives of ngréy escaped. -
Oterm{n feared that they would carry the news of the coming

of the Spaniards to the other pueblos, who would then
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abandon thair homes and rstreat %o mountain strongholds,
Accordingly, he ssnt 4$%wo S5andia men to the Tiwa pusblos of
Alameda, Puarzy, and Sandia ordering tnem to surreader with-
out resistance, "as Christlans", or he would attack. At
Isleta, neanwnile, all the inhabitants were baing assembled
for all church services. In 2ll, five hundred and eleven
ware absolved aad baptized. & deseription of ths ceremonyll
is of some interest: | |

Zarly the next morning, Deczmber 7, Otermin ordered
the Indian Governor and the Captains whom he hsd apnpoint-
ed to have all the Indiens in the pueblo assemble in
the plaza. Father Ayeta had already sent for the port-
able altar, which was being brought from ul Paso,
mounted on a small four-wheeled czrt, and in which mass
was said and the rosary recitsd daily.... Then ¥ather
Aysta put on the alb and the stole and addressed ths
assembled Indians. la did so throuzh an interpreter
because of the presencs of so many representativas from
other nations. He eoxplained to them the grevs character
of their offenses which in so many ways they had committ-
ed, and exnorted them to return Lo the faith. After
the sermon Father Ayeta absolved ths apostates, observ-
ing all the cersmonidls genreally practiced by the church
on such an cccasion. after this, many who had nsver
been baptized received thils sacramentess.

Father Ayeta then ordered the married Indians to take
back their lawful wives and fzwilies, and all slike--
married men, widowers, aad bachelors--were axhorted not
to offend God any more. Otermin reprimanding them for
thelr immorality, exhorved them in the same mannsr.

The Indizns were then ordersd to take out of their
houses and from any other places whatsoover, the idols,
feathers, powders, masks, and every other thing pertain-
ing to their idolatry and superstition. This wez3 done,
and when all such things had b2en collected they were

11Hackett, Revolt, p. cxxxiii £f,
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niled in a heap and burned,... After a short devotion-
al service in honor of the eva of the Immaculate Conw-
ception, all the Indianz returned to their homes,

apparently very greatly pleased,

From December 7, 1681 until Jamuary 2, 1682, Otermin
was engagad with the peanls to theAnorth. Suffica it to say
that theas operétions were unsuccessful, |

About four o'clock in the morning of Dacember 24, Juan
de la Cruasz, Cterminfs Lieutenant at Iszleta, arrived at |
Otermin's camy at Flaza de Armas de las Hacisnda de Luis de

Carbajal. He had comat?

esest0 crave protection agsin for the natives of that
puablo, stating that aboul midnignt of that =ame nizng

a troop of mountad Indians, apparen *ly fiftvy in number,
under She lesdersiip of uon Luis Tupatue, the superior
chief of the spostates, had called Lo the Isleta Indians
from a hluff or ¥noll on the onposite side of thz river
and asked them what they had done with the Spaniards;
wzs it because ths Ipaniards had tieod them thzt they did
not leave their pueblo and join the apostates? Thzy in-
formed the Iecleta Indiang that the Firos who had fled
from that pueblo, after having given their obadience to
the Spaniards, hzd joined tha apostates and wera very
well pleased; that if they did not likewlse join the
epostates the latter would kill them and their women and
children wherever tney mizht catceh them. Tha Isleta
Indizans, on thus bazinz thresetened, armed themselvass and
at once sent Juan to solicit aid of Ctermin in the name
of the goveranor, captains, end people of that pueblio.

As soon as Otermfn heard Juan's story, he ordered twenty
nz2n to make rexdy to £0 2t nCe....T0 the assistznce and
protection of the Isleta Indians and upon arriVul....to
send him work of conditicns Zhare.

By December 30 Oterm{n's division had returned to a

lzﬂackctt, Revolt, p. clxxxix ff,
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location near Isleta., The following day Otcrm{h summoned

a Junta de Cuerra to discuss the future policy of the

Spaniardé. In view of the miserzble condition of the army
and its precarious position, it was decided to withdraw.

The Junta felt obligated to protect the natives of Isleta,
and since it did not seem safe to leave a Spanish force
thare, the dunta decided that the soldiers should acco”panf
the Indiaas to El Paso. 13 ﬁccordinHly, on tha next day,
Otermfn issued an auto setting this in effect, and instruét;km“‘
ing that a “scorched earth® policy be followsed. %hen Otermin
reached Isleta with fifty of his soldiars, he found that of
the five hundred and eleven people who had been captureg,
only three hundred and eignhty-five remzined, the cthers

14

having Joined the rebels. Hclovern & notes that some Islst-

ans are sald to have scatterad to other pueblos at tha time

of the revolt in 1680, with others going to the Hopi country.
The Spaniards burned all of the grain and property ﬁ

‘del Sur." Parsons, Isleta, p. 208.

13n0n the eastern side[bf the Rio Grandé}there is a.
settlement of about six houses, tha people of whom are ,
referrcd to as nabatdrtstiainin, white Village neople, who f
are said to ba 'mean peonlet, also to speak a little
differently, dialsectica ll] fr“ﬁ the townsheaonle prorsar,

In folk tales thezse namas refer to two different groups, the
vellow Barth people being localized in the ruins in the

bluff above ths white Viilaze., 1 have heard also that from -
this district went the imniprants to isleta Z1 Paso, Ibleta

1“"cGovern, General Survey, p. 20.
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that could not bs carfied, as well as tha entire pu=bdlo.
On January 2, 1682 the retreat down river was begun., On
January 6, Epiphany, six Indian prisoners, capbufed after
escaping from Isleta and joining the rebels, were ahsolved.
Four wera Plros from Acoma, and two were Keresans whe had.
been captursd about two leaguss from Isleta., Of the four
Piro pueblos south of Isleta, all were Tound to be deserted.
¥hen Otermin took muster after arrival near the site of the
present Bl Paso, Texas, he was in command of one thousand
nine hundrsd and forty-six persons.15 This total included
soldiers, servants, women and childfén, end Indians,

Ctermin's series of,ggggg tarminates at EsteroALargo,lé
about twenty-eight. leasues from Bl Paso on February 11, 1%¢&2,
From this point on, the record is fragmentary and confusing.

He must have arrived at El Paso shortly after the above date,

Three new mission pueblos were founded.l7 Thesa were popu-

15Espinosa, Crusaders, p.‘ZO.

16” mbo {Few Mexico Place Name Dictionary, 1950} 1dcnt-
ifies “mstro Largo™ as located in the vicin;ty of Las Cruces.
The Spanish, meaning, "long estuary or rond®, comes frow the
shape of the waternoie.

17ﬁccording to Fray Juan August{n de Korfi, eleven
settlemsnts werea erscted at this time: Wra. Senora cde Guada-
lupe of £l Peso, La Socorro of firos, S, Francisco of LUmas,
Sacramento of Tecuas, Jan Antonio of Lunecu, riros and Toi-
Firos, S. Gertrudis of Sumas, Soledad of lanos, San Lorenzo-
leal and villa Jurada of Ipanlards to which some Zumas werae
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lated by thres hundred and eighty-five Indians who had
accompanied Otermin froa Isleta, a few who had joined him
in his original retreat in 1680, and so;e who canme later.18
The three pueblos wer9319 (1) San intonioc de Senecu, composed
of Firos and Tompiros, two leagues below El Paso (or Guada=-

lupe); {2) Corpus Christi de Isleta (Bonilla, Apuntes, S,

2, calls it 8. Lorenzo dal Rezlito), composed of Tiwas, one

and ons half leagues east of Senecu; and {(3) Nuestra Sefiora

 del Socorro on the Hic del Norts, which included Piros,

Tanos, and Jemez, seven lesagues from Isleta and twelve
leagues from &l Pasa. The exact location of these sites is

<0 they were "established in a

uncertain. According to Coan,
pueblo known as Isleta del Sur ten miles south of E1 Paso

on the Texzas side of the Rio Grande™ (italice mine). EZspin-

osa?l wrties; "The various settlements in the El Paso district

were at this time on the scuth bank of the Rio Grande, that

is, in the present Mexicson state of Chihuahua® (italics mine).

late added, and 3. Pedro Alcantara, 8. Jose, and Z1 Pueblo
Viejo de la Ysleta, these last three being settled by Span- -

iards. Thomas, Forgotten I'rontiers, pp. 108 {f,

lgBancroft, History, p. 191.

19Bancroft, History, p. 191.

2OCoan, History, p. 100.

2lrepinosa, op. cib., pe 20
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e
Bandelier and 1‘1«9'.‘1:3»1;‘(;“'3 believe that Iszleta del Sur was situ-
ated on the north bank. In a passage which someshow manages
to ignore Otermin's retreat completely, thay states

eessiiorth of the Piros, between a line drawn south of
Jsleta and ¥Nesa del Canjilon, the Tizuas occupied a
number of villazes, mostly on the western bank of the
river, and a fow Tirna settlemsnts existed also on the
margin of the eastern plains beyond ths Sierra del
Manzano. These outlyinz Tigua snttla 1ents also wers
abandoned in tha seventesnth century, their inhabitants
flesing froo the Apaches and retiring to form the pueblo
of Isleta del Zur on ths left bunic of the Rio Grandg

in Texas (italics minz). o ) o

2 . .
Bloom 3 places Socorro and 3enecu on the Hexican side. EHe

this &s it may, Islets del Sur is presgently on the Texcs

side of the Rio Grande.
In 1692, ds Vargas wos making final preparations for -

his entrada., In that year the mission of Jan Diezo was

!
founded** at Guadalupe, two leagues from Socorro and saven
A - ™, 2 - L3
_leagues from EZ1 Paso. 5 This mission was settled by thres

hundred Suma Indians. By the end of ¥May de Vargas offlcially .

e

22pandelier and Hewett, Indians, p. 141,
3Bloo'a, Bourke on the bouthuest, P 206 foen.

thray Juan nuqustfh da Morfi dces not mention this
villaze, althouch he does mention two other villages founded
after tha oripwnal 1680 settlemant of the area: &, Haria
Kagdalena, lfO?, by Yumas; and_Caldas, sometire after 1707.
Caldas was subscouently depovulated after 1744. Thomas,
Forzotten -Froantiers, pps. 103 ff, ~

;’2§Bailey, Diego. de Vargas, p. 19.
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transferred the uiasions, including the churches, convents,
and lands of Isleta del Sur, Senecu, and Socorro, to the
Franciscan Fathers. £Ispinosa wrltes that the Indians of’thé
latter thres pueblos were constantly at work in E1 Paso
repairing irrigation ditches during that year. He adds,26
"Periodic Apache ralds from the surrounding mountains contin-
usd, but otherwise the Indian problem was fairly well in hand.
During Vargas' absence in the north the settlements wers
alwmost entirely entrusted to the good faith of Indisn allies,
and as 1t turned out they did not fail in their trust.h

From December 28, 1691 torJanuary 2, 1592, ds Vargas
personally took & careful census of the entire kl Paso dis~
trict.%! Hiévresults were ag follows: Senecu, sizty-thres
inhabitants in two houssholds; Isleta, one hundred and
elghteen inhabitﬁnts in gixteen households; Socorro, one
hundred and thirty iuhabitants in fifteen houszholds. Just

what is meant by “housaholds" is not clear.

A census made in 1749 or 1750 by Padre Roszs y Figuro§

26Zspinosa, op. git., p. 50.
273591&108&, Ol Cit.’ Pe 50:
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discloses a large rise in population:28
Whites " Indians
El Paso 1080 : 200
San. Lorenzo 150 ' 150
Senecu 102 384
Isleta : 54 500
Socorro 250 250

There are a few scattered references to the pueblo of
Isleta del Sur after 1750. Lieutenant Bourke, of the United
States Cavalry, visited the pusblo in November of 183129 and
reported that it was largely Mexicanized. There were Still,'
however, many pueblo %traits, including clans. He'reported: 
that, "The old man (the Lieutenant Governor) complained that
the Americans and Mexicans were crowding.into their beautiful
vailey and tzking up, without any recompence, land belonging
to the people of the Pueblo. ; .

In brief recapitulation, then, ﬁhe founding of Isléta
del Sur was a result of the Pueblo Rebellion of 1680. Isleta,
being neutral, was a haven for the retreating Spaniards, and
a base for Otermin's abortive entrada of 1681-2. All the |
remaining ;nhabitants accompanied Otermin on his second
re#?eaﬁ for their own protection, and the pueblo was burned.

They were settled in the El Paso-Juarez region and were

progressively Mexicanized.

28Kelley, Franciscan Missions, p. 363.

29Bloom, Bourke on the Southwest,'pup. 204-209.,




Tho wvritton courstc on tha settleasas of
the testimony of informants, both Indlan &nd Anglo, agree
that most of the oripginal inhabltsnts of Tortugas came from

. - Ve
the pueblo of Isleta del Sur, with some Piros from Senecu,

and a :ew Mansos.Bo

31

However, Hurt”~ denies the laleta del Sur origin of

Tortugas on the following grounds:

Fowkes mekos no mention....of Tortugas villege. “hile
there is the theoretical possibiliuy that this migration
of Tiwas north from Ysleta del 3ur may secount for the
settlement at Tortugas villapge, thers are sevearal reasons
which sugzust otherwise. The ratron Saint of Vsleta del
Sur is San antonio de Padua, the same Caint as Isletz
in ceatral lew Fexico; mﬂlla tha Fatron Saint of ths
Tiwas of Tortuzzs i3 ths Virzin of Guadalupe. 1% would
seen improbable that the nzme of the Patron %aint would
be changed. Ysleta del Sur was founded in 1681 by some
385 Indian captlves from Isleta, lew dexico....Thz nane
of the Patron Saint wan preserved in this migration,

furt then points out that the name of the Fatron Saint,
the Virgin of‘Guadalupe, who wasg the Patron.Saint of the 4
¥ansos, "may give & clue to the origin of the Tortugas Tiwas
«sss¥hethar the Tortuzas Tiwas have always lived in tﬁe
8rcde..s, Or whether they represeant a backwzsh from the
resettled ¥anso band at Juarezkor the Ysleta del Sur Tiwas

cannot be determined without further historic investigations®.

1

30see for instance, Bloom, on. cit., p. 10,

31hurt, Tortugas, pp. 106 ff.
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The objection to the Isleta del Sur origin of Tortuzas
on the basis of the Patron Saint is, in the opinion oflthis
writer, not vslid., It is true that San Antonio was the
Patron Saint of Isleta del Sur, but only for the period from
1681 to 1692. ‘When the church was placed under the juris-
diction of the Franciscans in 1692, it was named Corpus
Christi de Ysleta and has retained that name from 1692 to
the present. Foreover, while a correspondence of Patron
Saints might be admissible evidencs for provenience, the lack
of it can hzardly negate this proposition,

The reason or reasons impelling the first colonists to
leave Isleta del Sur ars unknown, - It is possible that econe~
omic necessity was the ultimste cause. In 1881 Lieutenant |
dourke reported that imericans and Fexicans were appropri~7 

atingz the landé of Isleta del Sur. This process may well

have been taking place thirty years earlier, when Tortuga8' 

was founded.32 ¥rs. Henry Stoes, who has lived in lLas Crucés
sinca 1876, places the first settlement in 1851.33 ﬁccofdiﬁg

to C. L. Loomis:Bh "Probably the history of the village began

}2Bloom, Bourke on the Southwest, vol. 13, no. 2, p.’éeé,

gives the early 1850's as tha date of the settlement of

33Personal communication.

3I’Loosﬁ.s and Leonard, Standards of Livingz, p. 4.
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shorcly aiter the settlement of Uld hkesilla, which was once

quite famous as a military outpost and frontier town on the

Mexican border before the Gadscden Purchase in 1853.%
’ -
The earlicst reference to Tortugas is by Brevet Captzain

John Pope, who wis in the area in 18514.:35

Dona Ana, opposite the northern extremity of the Hegw-
illa {valley}, is th2 oldest town in this part of ths
country, having been first settled in 1242, Las Cz TUCcgS,
Lss Tortugag, and the military post of Fort Fillmore,- %
are the only sebtlements between Dofia #na and 1 Pgso,
and the populatisn of the valley opposite the #esilla

- - does not exceed fifteea hundred.

ind egain:

At the northern extremity is the town of Dona ina, on
the riyer znd about seven miles below the Jornsda [dal
Muerto]. Zxtending from this village a distaace of
fifteen miles alonz the east or left bank of the river
are the towns of the Las Crucss and Las Tortuzas, =2nd
the military post of Fort Filloore. Opposite we find
the valley aﬁd town of Hesilla.

Apparently the Fesilla Vallgy was settled in a decade;
for Dona Ana was founded in 1842, Las Cruces in 1849, and’
La Hesilla in 1850. "

It 18 generally agreed that the prasent villags of |
Tortuga§ is actually composed of two villéges, Guadalupe and
San Juan. However, the recality of two towns seems now to be
nonexistent., Reliable informants placed each village to the

north, east, south, or west of the other one. Some asserted

35pope, Report of Exploration, p. 6.

36 Fort Fillmore was in tha military establishment from
1851 to 19€2.
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that the church is 4n 3an Juan while others located it in
Guadalupe. Some sald that Guadalupe was the older Indian
village, while others claimed thils distinction for S3an Juan.
About &ll that cen be determined with any degree of certi-
tude ia that the origlinal town settled by the Indianz was
the one known as Guadalupe.

There are varying explanations of the origin of tha

name "Tortugas¥, the Spanish work for "turtles?, Trumbo

37

5tates:.

vrecdccording to thelr tribal leesnds thay settled on
the bznks of the Rio Grande (the river has changed since)
at their present place in 1680 or 1632, from cne of the
expeditions lead by CGovernor Jtermin. By tho time ths
expedition had reached this place, thera were old or
111 people who had gotten this far, but werae unable to
g0 on. Decauss theoy ware slowing up-the retrest, they
were called “tortugus’ or Yturtles”, and when their
settlement was rade, 1t was referred to as the villzsm
of the turtles, There are no historical refsrences to
uphold thess legends, OSom2 authorities contend that
the people of Tortugas moved to the valley during the
égth Century, coming up from the settlements around

1 Paso.

is ve have seen the latter atatement is correct, and .
the unlikelihood of thils explanaticn of the derivation of the
name is further attested by the lack of potsherds and exten-
"sive garbage dumps, which would be expected had the site
been occupied by the "old and ill psople” siﬁce the 1630's,

For these reasons we must reject this hypothesls as untenable.

37Trumbo, ¥S, History of Las Cruces, Section 4, p. 15.




Doctor Florence Hawley ©llis has very kindly given
me the following data from her field rnotes, collscted in
1948, 4n Isleta informant of hers gives an account of the
migration of Piros to Iaslsta and to Isleta del Sur (¥sleta,
Texas):

Long ago, when my people--long before I was livinge-

came from the south they went all over the mountailns
and plains. Ths last they made was a village at Gran
Guivera; that's an old ruin in Zstancis Valley. ‘hnen
they were destroyed by the Apaches they walked toward
northwest and part of thom came around the Manzano
Mountains, and the others serarated and hit the valley
and went south. Today they are livins at the place |
which thay call "Turtle Town", pueblo Tortuga, and we
call it Paguarate-~this is Isleta, Texas. They talk
the same language today but it is all mixed with Hexican
NDOWes e

The nama, then, of Tortugas was already famillar to the

colonists &nd had, indesed, been one of the names of their

former home.

Une plausible explaznation of the name is given by the
natives of the villoge. To the east of the village is Tortu-
gas Mountain, one of the foothills of the Organ Mountains.
1t is very reminiscent of the shape of the turtle and is
usually referred to simply as El Cerrg, %ths hill®, It
figures proninently in the reoligilous ceremonies connected
with Guadalupe Day.
| Another explanation of the corigin of the name was given
by a woman from the Fesilla Valley who has married an Isleta

Indizn and moved north. According to her account, the
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village was named Tortugas after a lake or marsh to the soubhi=
west which abounded in water turtles, for which the Indians

fished, The lake has since dricd up.




BCONOIICS, SUBSISTENCE, AYWD MATZRIAL CUYLTURE

The most signigicent factor in the economy of Tortusas
has been a shift in recent vears from a relative self-
sufficilency, with soma degree of subsistencs farming, to an
increasing dependence upon outside economic forces, with
wage work forming the majer source of support. This changs
has been due to certain historicsl influencss. The econcmic
expansion of the Mesilla Vallsy was brought about in large
measure by improved transportation féciliﬁies, integrating
it with the national econcmy. And, as Tortugas lost Qhat
little land she must have had when the village was founded, .
she became more dependant on economicAevents in the Megilla
Valley a2s a whole, and ultimetely on economic events in the
national scene. The ownership of the land passed from the
hands of carriers of Spanish-Amorican culture to those of
northwest Zuropean ancestry. Increaéingly efficient land use
and the introduction of new crops in ths valley made larga-
scale agricultura profitable. The consequences of these
changes in terms of the village of Tortugas were far-reaching,
touching upon many aswvects of cultura.

The eéonomy of Tortugas can bs most effectivély des- .
cribad in terms of three periods, identified with major his-
torical events. These have been designated Zarly, Trans-

‘itional, and Hecent Tortugas. The peried of =Zarly Tortugas




25
included the thirty yvears from thse establishment of the
village, probably in 1851, to the coming of the raillroad in
1881; This latter event ushered in the Transitional Period,
which drew to a close with the coustruction of the Elephant
Butte Dam in 1916. The Recent Period extends from this date
to the prasent.

Generally speaking, the Zarly Period, (19%51-1381) saw

an sconcnic systen not unlike that of the Pueblo peoples of

northern New Mexico to whom the Tortugenos were related,

althouzh their land holdings were not nearly so extensive or

well-protected by treaty. DBesides subsistence agriculture,
the pursuits of hunping,‘fishing,'and econonically signifli.
cant crafts and manufactures pleyed a major rols.

Tortugas never held agricultural land as a coamunity.
There were, however, small individual holdings and gzrden

plots. C. L. Loomisl

stztes, "....1t is known that at ona
time the natives owned and farmed as their own some of ths
lands on which they now work for wages...." It is very
doubtful that this land was legally owned in today’s sense,
but was grobably "squatted®. '

Even at the time Tortugas was founded, Americans ware

making seriocus economic inrcads in the Mesilla Velley.

lLoonis and Leonard, Standards of Living,




Bartlett™ describes the Process:

Inzmedistely preceedinz, and after the war with Mexico,
the Fexican population cccupying the ezst bank of thz
Rio Grande in Texas and Hew ilexico were sreatly annoyed
by the sucroachaent of ths Americans, and by their detere
nined efforts to despoil them of thelr landed vproperty.
This wes done by the latter either settling awmonsg them,
or in soms instances forcibly occupyinz thelr dwellings
and cultivated spots. In most eases, however, it wasz
dons by putting “Texas haad-rizchts? on thelr properiy.
These head-rights were grants issusd by the state of
Texes generally embracing 640 acres, or a mils scuars,
though they soma2times coversd very large tracts. Thay
ware issued to persons who had served in her wars, like
our military land warrants, and also to orizinal settlers.
Such cartificates are still (1851 bourht and sold in
Texas., The owner of tham nay lecats hisz land where he
plezses, unless previously occupied, or in lawful
possession of another.

o

Americans flocked to the valley of the Hio Grande, an
! in repeated instances located théem on propzarty whicn
4/ a century had been in the ouiet possssesion of the
descendents of the old Spanilsh colonists. The lagster,
to aveid litizgetion, and sometimes in fear of their
lives, abandoned their nomes and scught a refuge on the

MYexican side of the river,

(’ ¥ith these land certificstas, or "head-rights", man

=y EN

ar

This may also help to explain why the founders of Tor-
tugas emigrated from Isleta del 3ur,

There was a limit to the amount of land that could bs
worked, for in the ¥esilla Valley only tha irrigated land
near the river was end iz suitable fdr agricultural purposes.
Bven in the early period there appears to have beea sowe
sharacropping, with the Tortugss farmer keeping one-half to
two-thirds of the produce. The lack of landvhaé had far-

zBartlett, fersonal Nerrative,; pp. 212-13.

Bl
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reaching social and economic consequences in Tortugas his~
tory. 1t has served as a majorV;;ctor setting Tortugas apart
from other rfueblo groups.

The base of Tortugas econoay rested not only on sub-
sistenée agriculture but upon wage work as well, with its

conconitant money economy. The role of wage work in the

comaunity economy must not be over-smphasized, although noney-

getting activities assumed a much greater importzance at )
“?ortugas as opposad to other pueblo groups. It is impossibie
to set forth in a quantitative way the bzlance between wags
work and other subsistence activities for this perioed, bﬁt

it is obvious that even in the early history of Tortugas the
balance was tipped in the direction of wage work,.

The people of Tortugzzs had an excsllent reputation as
wage workers. As one old resident of the Valley said, "They
were considared fine and honest and were trusted by all.
Their word was their bond and they never cheated." |

The bulk of wage work was in agricultural activity.
Yost of the lénd was owned by the Mexican colonists who had
preceded the people of Tortugas in the lesilla Valley, The
Tortugas men wera primarily field hands hired by the day,
but they engaged in sharecropping to a lesser extent,

The manufacturs of adobes was another important source
of incoma. Tortuzas men were considered to be good judges of

edobe soils and were hired as day laborers to make the adobe
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bricks, the major building material of the aresa, Crafts,
which were another source of cash income, will be described
in another sectlon. ‘ |

In this early peried of Tortugas occupation there was‘
8 highly diversified list of crops, including Indian écrn,
beans, wheat, chile, apples, pezrs, apricots, grapes, and
alfalfa and other forage crops. The variety of crops made
for a good measure of self-sufficiency in the valley.

¥heat was placed on clearadvgfound and horses driven
back and :orth upon it in order to separate the grain from
tha chaff. As described by onae informant, "They used to have
a big stack, and they put.ropes'around them and made a reg-
ular fencs, and they run around there, And they wait for the
good Lord to send them wind then to thrash (winnow} it out.
And whenever the wind comes, 1t didn't make any difference
if }t were night or morning, they wore busy right thers to
“thrash it out."™ ¥heat was sold by the fanega, approximately
1.6 bushels, | -

Apparently the most important domesticated animal was
the goat, Goat amilk was used both for drinking and in the
manufacture of cheese, The meat was consumed eithsr freszsh
or dried, the latter product belng khown as carne seca. |
Goat dung was used for fires,.

Cattle were used for hidesvand dung., %hethar or not

the pecople of Tortugas owned their cattle iz not known, and
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no mentlon was made of utilizing the flesh or milk,

¥#1ld horsass were causht on the mesas and, with dburros,
wore used both for transportation and agricultuéal WOT¥,
Chickens were also raised. There were many dogs imn the
village. These were kept as pets and also used for hunting.
Both dogs and cats ware commonly given to toddlers as per-
sonal pets. |

Gathering was a minor activity, for wild plants wers
not gbundant. As ons man gald, "Thare was nothing to gother
unless you went out to some orchard.?

Herbs of varlous kinds were collected and used by herb
doctors., Likewise, all of the old women had their favorite
remedies, ’ |

Kative dyes ware produced from wild plants. For yellow,
Sumae root, or Alzerita (Mahonia haematoearpiz) was utilized.
Cahaigre {Rumex Hymenosepalus Torr), a large leaf, was used
for dyeing baskets.s An unidentified "weed® was used for
dyeing moceasins a reddish brown, Underhillh writes, "If

possible this was a dye made with HMountain Mahozany® in othsr

3Curtin, Healing Horbs, pp. 162-89. The tubers rescable
sweet potatoes and contuin tannin, Amoag some Rio Grands
psoples these tubers were used for tanning hides. The plant
was also used nmedicinally, ~

AUnderhill, Pueblo Crafts, p. 116, 211lis (personal
¢commun cstiog) says that tiis plant wmay have been the urore-~

mentioned canaisre, which has been used by the MNavaho for
dyeing mocassins.
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pueblos. Colored cloys used for pairnted pottery were found
on Picacho Mountain, |

Mesguite roots commonly were dug for firewood. Trom-
pillo {solanum elseagnifolium cai) was zlso gathered. This
plant resembles a potato plant and bezars a small yellow berry
which was used as a substituts for rennet in thz manufacturs
of cheese, curdling the milk and producing clabber,

During this early period hunting was a significant,

“but not a major economic activity. Both large and small ani-
rnals were hunted, especially deer and rabbit. Rabbits we}eb
considered a "hard times"™ food and were hunted extensively in
times of famine, They were pursued on foot and killed with
sticks and stones or wers shot with bow and arrow from hérsa~
back., The latter type of hunting obviously demanded a high
degrée of skill in both riding and marksmanship, There wos
en anrnual ceremonial rabbit hunt, but as this was not primar-
ily an economic activity, discussion of it will be deferred
until a later chapter.

Deer were hunted with the bow and arrow, and dozs
usually eccompanied the hunters. On a hunting party, if the
men sighted an especially good animal, the first shot was
taken by a man chosen by lot. Thé final kill was made with
& knife. ’ '

Although fishing was engaged in, it was never an econ-

omically signigicant occupation, even considering the prox-
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imity of the Hio Grande. Iay men did not {ish at all. The
bow and arréw were used for fishing, both implements being
of the standard hunting types. .

Birds, especlally doves, quail, and snowhirds, were
trapped by boys. Small mazmmals wers not trappad.

Tha trapé used were of three ¢ypes, In one tyns of
trap a wire mesh box with a hole in the center was placed
upon the ground, The trap was camouflaged with foilagae and
baited ihside with wheat orbsome other gréin.r 4 lins of
grain was sprinkled leading to the emtrance, The birds,:
usually quail, would follow the leader into the box., There
waa no need to close the entrance, for once the birds entered
they did not leave., The trap was about twb by thras or four
feet longz and cne or two feet high. The longest traps were
conzidered the best, '

| The second type of trap was the "figure four", and was
used for snowbirds, This tra2p consisted of a box supportéd
upon sticks, resembling the arabic nuneral 4. It was>trippsd
in two ways. £Either the horizontal bar was balted or a
string was attached which could be pulled by a concealed
operator at the opportune moment, 7This trap was consideread
to be inferior to the first type. It is a,var#ation of the
deadfall found generally throughout the Southwest.

The third type was used when the threshing ground was

still covered with wheat and attracted many birds, The trap
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conalisted of white horschair nooses, which wsre &1l but invisg-
ible. Two horsshairs were twisted together to form a loop.
These loops were attached to a rectangular or circular pisce
of wire. The wire was thon buried in the ground and tha
horsehalr loops allowed to stand upright. Vhen the birds
serztched around the traps they became entangled in the

nooses, often as many as five being caught at one time. Some

were snared by ths leg, but the majority were czught around
the neck.5 ' ' - - -

Most food preparation was done by women, although
butchering and the preparation of goat. jerky was done by the
men, Corn was ground on a single metate with a rano. Some-
times thes younz man of the village would teke advantage of
the oceczzion of corn grinding to visit and court the girls.k
These vislts wéra called "perties™ and the boys sang corn-
grinding songs. Only Indian or dent corn was used for grind-
ing.

Ag wag mentioned before, goat chezese was prepared, using
tromni}lo ag a rennet substitute, and goat meat waa preserved
by drying.

Glipped pottery was preferred for cooking, being less

5This type of trap is mentionad by Hill, lNaveho Agri-
culture, pe. 175, for catching snowbirds., Parsons, Isleta,
p. 211, notes a horsshair separe or trap used for bluebirds
and snowbirds.




porous than the unslipped variety. Stews of chile and mesat
ware a favored dish, as wers empchadss, or meat pies. Daking
of bread was done in estufas, or bechive-shapad 6utdoor sdobe
ovens. ITortilla cakes were fried iﬁ a ran.

Pottery was mads by women, at lezst during the eariy
period. Hurt,é reporting on the recont psriod, asserts that
the Cacinug was engaged in the manufacture of pottary for
sale to tourists, This, however, was the only refe rence en-
“counterad of pottery being made by Man.

Clay of a superior quality, so-called puro birrs, was
gathered a2t the river, Informants state that this clay was
formerly plentiful throughout the Valley. The most common

vessels nmade at Tortugas were ollos, dippers, smzll dishes,

and bowls, 2ll of which were built by coiling. Soma vessels

sere slipped end some were vrainted. Unslipped vessels were

-t

raod with firing clouds. The painted vessels were finished in
white, blaecx, and dark red, Painting was done on both alipp-
ed and unslipped pieces. Because few examples of Tortugas
pottery are extant, llttle is known of the design motifls of
the painted vessels, & photograph of & bowl belonging to

the Cacigue is to be found irn figure 1, facing p.35. Inform-
ants state that Tortugas pottery was indistinsuishable from

that of Isleta del Sur. One example from the latter village,

6Hurt, Tortugas, p. 117.
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in the collesction of the writsr, 1s sald to reprecent the
most prevzlent type of bowl decoration at Tortugas. It is
en unslipped, deep red bowl, with the desisn applied on the
inside only. The desizn is quite simvle, consisting of a
scallopéd band below the rim, applled in =z darker red. It
is sald that, in general, design ot Tortugas was not as fins

or as intricats as that to be found in the pueblos of the .

nerth. Vessals were fired in an oxidizing atmosphere, with

dung usad for fuel,

Except for 2z few 0llzs traded from ¥l Paso del lorte
(now Juaresz), tha Tortuzas potters supplied ollas to the
whole of the Yasilla Vallay, where thay were in universal
ase, Dilas were clouded red and unslippad, their porosity
helping to ¢o0l The water by evaporation. Thaey had lugs, by
which they wefe nunz from trees after being filled with ssttled
river water. Gourd divpers usually were used with then.'

An Anglo-American who had long lived.in the Valley sateted
that baskat making was women's work, btut an old Tortuges man
inforqu ma that baskeiry was exclusively a male occupation.
Yowever this may be, the men sold the baskets, which were
strung togather and carried from the forechead by means of a
tumpline,

Baskets usually were made of young willows which were !

gathered near the river and dysd with caﬁhigre lezf. The

ocunly example of a basket seen et Tortugas was a shallow

i
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wickerwork bowl about fourteen inches in diometer (sce fig~
ure?2, facing pa3s). Trays, bowls, and carryling baskets were
formerly common, Some baskets were mzde with lids. If a
basket ware to be rendered waterprosf, 1t was caulked with
resin on tha outside.

Jome skin dressing was done by the men. The principal
hides prepared were deer, antelope, and cowhides. Lye, ?big
yellow government soap¥, and any avzilable znimal brains were
used in the proparation of the hides, a . :

Low two-plece moaccasinsg were worn by men, women, and
¢hildren. The uppers wore of buckskin with the de-halred side
out, while the soles were made of cowhide, They were undecor-
ated except for an overall reddish-brown dye, which was proQ
cured from "a weed”.7

Some women made clothing. There was no mentlon of
weaving.

Simpla bows about four fest long were madse of‘torniilo,
a cane, and were strung with sinew, They were,madé by old
men and some of the young boys. Bows were unstruny when not
in use.

Arrows about two and once-hzlf feet long were made from
"hamboo" or polig. The latter wood, which grows foﬁr or five

feet high, was found near the mountains and was considered

7See footnote 4, p. 6.
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the best wmaterial for the purposs. Péints ware fashloned
with a chisel from barrel hoops; there was no fliant chipping,
The arrows weraifletched with the feathers of thes eazle or
the western red~tailed hawk. Boys worked for the old men in
order to procurs the arrows. The bovs often gambled for
arrows among themsslves,

-Adobe houses characterized Tortugas. The soil in thé
vicinity was suitable for the production of excellent adobe
bricks. As mentioned sarlier adobs-making was a major source

of incom2., House walls were constructed of these sun-~dried

‘bricks, to which twigs and straw had been added to zive ten-

8ile strength.8 Yiczs, or main beams, were laid across ths
top of the walla and boughs laid on these., Loose dirt to a
depth of several inches completed the roof. The floor was of
rmud, covered with straw during ths winter. This was the
usual type of Spanish colonial construction in New ¥exico.

In general, division of labér by sex followed this
pattern: The men made adobses, constructed buildings, ?re—v
pared hides, made moccasins, constructed‘bows and arrows, and
peddled craftwork from door to door, In addition they farmed,
hunted, fished caught and “"broke® wild horses, and butchered
animals. ’ |

The women prepared and ccoked the food, kept house, and

8Loomis and Leonard, Standards of Livinz, p. 10.
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made and maintained clothing {other than nocezsins). The
bulk of child raising and discipline was women's work. They
also made the pottery. There is no conclusive e?idance that
wonen did wage work as domestic servants in loc2l homes dur~
ing thls period, though it iz probadble.

Although there is no quentivative data on the standard
of living for early Tortuzos as there 1s for the more recent
period,9 it appears that thergroup has always been more or
less poverty-stricken., &1l oldar informants, whether Anglo-
American, Spanish-~imzrican, or Tortugas Indian, agree that
Tortuzas has always been poor. Thils, however, tells us.
little about whether there was actual subsistence distress
or meraly a comparative shortage of prestige goads such as
fashionable clothing and foodstuffs, status-marked homse
furnishings, and the like.

rrTba Transitional Period, (1881-1916),10 at Tertugas
commenced with the coming of the Southern Pacific Railroad
in 1861 and terminated with the construction of the Elephant
Butte Dam in 1916. The Railrozd revolutionized the economy
of the Mesilla Valley and started the processes wnich have.

markedly changed the economie structure of Tortusas, In this

%Loomis and Leonard, Standards of Living, p. 10

10In this section, as in other sections dealing with
the eceonomics of the Hesilla Valley as 2 whole, 1 have relisd
primarily upon feather, G. &., Desert Harvest, 1951,




sense, then, the period was transitional bstween the 0ld way
and the New at Tortugas,

Land speculation in the lesllla Valley incressed enorm=-
ously during this pariod, and with it camg heavy influx of
Anglo-imerican formers, mainly from the Zast, Ths farams
became larger and were operated on a more commercial basis,.

’; The early attempts at comnercial farming, however, encounterazd
difficulties, ELastern farming methode proved inadequate to
7'tﬁersami-arid conditionsg of thae Southwest., Irrigation tech-
niques, requisite to successful agriculture in the area, %ere
little underatood, Horeover, expeansive and potentially pro-
ductive land was utillized for unremunerative crops, a waste-
ful practics. This combination of factors threatenad seri~
ously the economy of the !lesilla Valley. However, expsrience
in dezling with tho Southwést’s spacial agricultural problems
and developmental capitzl bolstered the sagging econoﬁy.’

‘As we have seen, the early period was characterizad by
subsistence agriculture on the part of Tortugss and its
Mexlcan neighbors. During the Transitional Period subsistence
agriculture in the lesilla Valley gave way to commercial agri-
culturs characterized by an exported surplus. The holdings
of the originel Mexican colonists were becoming smaller
because of the iexican practice of subdivision among heirs,
Hany of these smaller holdings were sold to iAnglos, and

increasingly the Mexicans who had owned the land becams day
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laborers upon thelr former holdings. Ailso, "squatter's rights®
disappeared, and it is very probable that people of Tortugas
were removed from land which they had used as their own,

Generally speaking, then, the period saw a quickening
of the economy of the Valloy as a whole. To the Nexiéens,
however, it meant tke loss of land, securlty, and prestige.

To the Tortugas Indian it meant that hils Fformer Xexilcan neigh-
bor and employer was now like himself landless, and‘that the .
newcomerrénglo was his new employer. Thess forces and ten-
sions were destined to be carrled over and accentuated invthe
modern era.

The completion of the Elephant Butte Dam in 1916 inse
tituted the Recent Perilod, It produced marked changes in th
Hesilla Valley, changes which were reflected in the economic
1ife of Tortugas, ithin five years cotton was introducead
into the Mesilla Vallsy, and this event also had far~rezaching
gconomic congeguences,

The Blephant Butte Dam was constructed on the Rio Crande
abcut eizghty~five miles north of Tortugas. ©One result of the
bullding of the Dam was that water could be rationed more

évenly throughsut the year instead of just during the months
of peak runoff, Also, and as important, water qould be storead
from year to year, thus ameliorating the effects of drought.
¥ith human planning brought to bear, the, upon the vagaries

of weather and climate, the Valley entered into a period of
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generally increased prosperity and development, with its

rapid intsgration into the national ecoanomy. This prosper-

- ity was not, however, reflected in impoverished, landless

Tortugas, at least at first., It meant merely new methods of
gaining a livelihcod and new employers.

VIn the eérly 1930's, according to several informants,
Colonel Zugene van Petton, friend and patron of ths village,
obtained land for the Indians living there. %hether this ,
land was purchased by him’and éiﬁen privatsaly to the resi-
dents or was obtained in the form of & government grant is
net known. According to one informant a plot of land was
given to any Indian-vho was alrsady, or was willing to be-

coma a member of the pueblo, If this is trus, most, if not

“all of the village is now privately owned.

Another important innovation of the Recent Feriod was
the introduction of cotton into the Mesilla Valley. This

reduced the diversity of crops that were previously planted.

- This development had important consequences at Tortugas,'whereA

it upset the pattern of the division of labor,

The Recent Feriod brought a mafked change to the typs
of w2ge work in which the Tortugenos engaged. shile formerly
they had gained their livelihood from agricultural wage work,
crafts, and manufactures, they now engaged almost completely
in apricultural woege work, but of a different sort. ining

and other industrial activitles also occupied them in the
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The type of cotton which was introdﬁced was Egyptian
long staple. This typs of cotton is considered by many to
be the finest grown in the United States, and it brings a
very good price. The firat gin in the Valley was built by a
man named Oliver in 1921, Cotton picking soon provided one
of tha primary sources of revenue for the people of Tortuszas.
Indeed the introduction of cotﬁon into the Mesilla Valley
can be considerad to have revolutiomized ths economies of
both the valley and Tortugas.. |

The cotton-picking season starts in October and lasts
until the first of ths yéar. In }951 the prevailing wage wes
£2.50 per hundrsd pounds, with some rare indiv;duals picking
as much as five hundred pounds a daye.

In the division of labor there has been a chanse of
major importancé. ‘With the introduction of cotton, ths long-
standinz pattern of agriculture as man's work was shattered.
How all members of a family pick cotten--men, women, and |
childrsn.

Another result of the influence of the introduction of
cotton‘into the Valley is that now there is far less self-
sufficiency than formerly. In earlier pericds most of the
nacessities of livihg were produced locally. This shift has
had a tendency to emphasize the role of monsy economy. iAs ons

man put it:
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They used to raise beans, too. They used to reo
everythinzg you could czt, Bu% since the cotton c“vo in,
they don't plant anything but cotton. This valley used
to be great for frult, srapes, and sverything, all kinds
of fruit. ’
Many of the older people of Tortugas mentioned crops that ware
no longer grown-in the valley, regretting that these items
mist now be bought in storoes,

The land ocutside the village is now firmly in the hands
of Anglo commercial farmers. Even the mesa land near the
mountains, unsuitable for azriculture, is owned by Anglo ran-
chers. According to Featherzll

The rough, unirrigated rangeland on the heights to

either side of the vallsy has now baen designated as
"orazing land”™ and apportioned to individuals for that
PUTDOSCe e v o

Small domestic enimals are now raised in Tortugas, but
with comparatively few famililes owning them. Chickens, pigs,
and an occasional goat are to be seen, although there are no
range animals., Dogs and cats continue to be kept as vats,

Gathering has disappeared. Hunting is still enzoged in,
but does not assume nsarly the importance which 1t did for-
merlys The bow and arrow has ylelded entirely to the rifle,
which is used mainly for deer hunting during the season,

Trapplng ‘has disappeared completely, either as a siznificant .

economlic activity or a sport.

llFeather; Desert Harvest, p. lk.
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Fishing is not a najor economic activity, ¥hat little
fishing the Tortugenos do is usually carried on at the Fesilla
Dam. They fish with hook and line, alongside their ¥exican
and Anglo neighbors.

Economicelly significant craftwork noted in early Tor-
tugas has becoms obsolescent., Items of ceremonial importance,
however, are stlll manufactured,

This period also marked a change in the wage market,
With the influx of Anglos, as described above, the descend-

ents of the original Mexlcan settlers of the Valley were

becoming landless. This process has continued until practi-
cally all of them have baen‘thrown upon the wage market to
compste with the Tortugenos.

in additional source of compstition to the Tortuzas
wage-worker hés been Mexican labor, imported by the large
cotton operators duringz the picking geason. At the end of
the picking season these Mexlcan nationals are rounded up and
shipped back over the border. The people of Tortugas refer
to thesge migratory workers as "wetbacks", whether or not they
came to this country legally.

+exican nationals have provided a very cheap labor
source for Anglo~émerican agricultural emplovers. The follow-
ing is quoted from an interview with an elderly male Tortugzas
Indian, This interview took place during cotton-picking

time in December. when asked whether these Mexican nationals




work more cheaply, he answered;
Yes., They get aboubt thirty-five cents an hour.
They don't get paid by weight?

Ko. I think it's thirty-five or forty cents an hour-~
somevhare around thare.

Are there fights with the wetbacks?

These Fexzicins don't know, They think theylre getting
rich, they ara. 8.80 for a dollar (referring to the
then current rate of exchange bestwesn the Moxicen peso
and the dollar}. They're naking lots of money when they
gaet hone, ‘

Do the people here resent 1%7

Yes, but they can't help themselves., These farmers pay
so much money to get them down here.

Thoge Mexicans come up here. Five or six gmet onae loaf
of bread. 3Sardines and onions, crackers. Thay think
they're eating rich. Th2y have a squars meal, by God,

Each one gets one tin of sardines?

Yeah, snd a ccuple of onlons. Host of their money they
spend, they get drunk. JSowe of them buy clsthinz, They
¢laim that whenever you go to Hexico, if they found out :
they were here, they rob them, I{ they're dressed up,
they know they got money, and raise hell with thenm,
That's what they say. Thoy say if you iust wear overalls
and jacket, they won't bother you. “hen they go away,
you see them put on their ruaracheos (sandals) aad old
clotnes and when they have anything, they put it in a
little bundls. £nd that's the reason those fellows work
so chaap.

Apparently soms of the lMexican national laborers remain-
ed 1h the Valley., Several of the permanent residents of Tor-
tugas were pointed out as former “"wetbacks®. These included
men of high ceremonial or governmental position. Indaed,

when the writer was at Tortuzgzs, one of the first rumors
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concerning his presencs there was that he was a border patrol-
man.

Although the elimate, the geographical position, and the

aslcally cotton-oriented economy of the ¥esilla Vallev surzzest
the South, negroes did not enter the Valley in large numbsrs.
The people of Tortugas have bsen quite sympathetic to them.
Althouszh the term “higger“ has been commonly used in Tortugzs
in referring to them, it is not used as a term of opprobrium,
Two informants said that they "trust? negroes, whereas they
do not trust Anglos,

tnglos other than farmsrs cams into the Valley from
other sactions of the country, and were employed in skilled
jobs and service and commercial occupations. Hence they
reprazented not ge much a competitive wage force to Tortugas
as they did a'hiring forece. Very few of the people of Tor-
tugas have gone Into trade or into skilled occupations other
than mining.

Hany of the women of Tortugas work as domestic servants
in Las Cruces and FMesilla Park, providing a necessary supple-
mant to the family income. |

The coming of the sutomobile unroduced another important
change in wage work. Formefly the peopls travelled to and
from thair work either on foot or by horse or burro. Eow one

of the foremost labor sources 1s one hundred and eighty~f{ivs
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miles from Tortugas, in Norenci, Arizona, where the largest
open-pi% copper wmine in the world 1s operated. %orengi is
located near the southeast boundary of the San Carlos ipache
Reservation. The men live at Eorenéi during tha week and
drive béck to Tortugas on Saturday morning. In ¥orenci they
come into contact with labor unions. Ons informant stated
that he was beaten up for union activity, although he did
not state where he was working at the time, .

In common with their Mexican neighbors, the people of'
'Tortugas seen to be quite mobile in their jobs. Work is not
steady, and many change jobs frequently. |

. In 1945 a naw source of income was introduced for tha
Hesillas Valley with the establishment’of the wWhite Sands
Proving Ground for rocket research east of the Organ Mountains.
I did not learn of any Tortugas peopls working for this estab-
lishment directly, but the growth and economy of Las Cruces
especlally was quickened. Las Cruces 1s the main "big towm"
for Tortugas. HMany Tortugenos work in Las Cruces, and not 3
few have established thelr permanent residence thare. The
estabiishment of white Sands Proving Groun& brought about a
need for goods and services for those employed at the base,
and the population of Las Gruces increased accordingly. It
is very difficult to appraiss the effect of this development
in terms of Tortugas economics, but it is certain that it‘haa
had and will have a positive effect Iin creating job_oﬁportun—

ities.
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The Depression, which lasted for approxiéately a decade
of this period, was particularly rigorous for a community
that had been more dependent upon wage work than subsistence
farming for its economic existence, - Even during a monetary
depression the land can usually ba coaxed to yileld enough to
support the physical needs of a family. Iliowaver, when employ~
ment becomes scarce or impossible to obtain, the most serious
economic consequences can ensus. Inis was the situation at
Tortugas durinzg the 1930's and early 1940's.

The early years of the Hscent Period saw Prohibition
put into effect, and it lasted until 1932, During the Pro-
hibition era many of the young men of Tortugas bescame boot-
leggers, and of these a nunber were apprehended by the Federal
authoritlies and imprisoned. The womsn and children left
behind by @haée men were in extrems poverty, and many of them
weré‘supportad by welfare agencies., | '

In 1935 a standard of living study was conducted amoﬁg
thirty~seven Tortugas families.lz ‘In this atudy"the average
total value of family living" was three hundrad and forty-
sevenidcllars for an average household of 5.3 full-time
resldents. Host of the vilue of living was purchased, such
purchases comprising niﬁety«six percent of the livinz of the

laborer's familiés; Pood valued at one hundred aninety-three

12}00mis and Laonard, S3tandards of Living.
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dollars was consumed by the farm-laborer families, Indeed,
fifty~-five rercent of the entire value of living went for
food, one~half of this being expended for purchases of flour,
chili, and beans, Clothing, comprising fourteen percent of
the expenditure, averaged fifty dollars for the entire family.
Health, births, and deaths took sixz percenﬁ of the family
incone.

Loomis aud Leonard note that, "HMany a family iives on

the dollér a day provided by its work in the cotton fields

~and truck gardens and on the irrigated farms."'3  But this

work was highly seasonal. They continue:.

During the cotton-picking time in the fall a whole
family may be busy; but for months after Christmas per-
haps not a single member will be employed. An income
of a dollar a day for a famlly of five wouldn't be so0
bad if the back door opened on a garden filled with beans
end chili., But among these people, who are separated
from their employers by the rim of the desert, gardens
of theilr own are exceptions. ,

The Leonard and Loomis study wes conducted during the
Depression. In 1951 the situation had changed, but not mark-
edly. The wage standard had risen, but so had the price of
living. Yo comparable data was gsthered in 1951, but the
impression was gained that rather more meat was to be found
on the table than previously, and that, in general, the

standard of living had improved. ‘here the earlier study

13Loomis and Leonard, Standards of Living, Pe3e
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had noted nine automobiles in the entire village, in 1951
almost every family had at least one automebile, albsit g
vintage specimen. Wages, however, were still below thoss
prevailing elsewhere. A4s one informant Faid:

In this part of Hew Mexico they don't get much for
labor. Lucky if he gets seventy-{lve ceants en hour for
hard labor. For instance, 's hushand gets a dollar
and & quarter an hour, btut he's 2 unicn man. Fifty cents
an hour and they're restting big woges over here. iLfter
you get away from this part of the country you get biz
wages on the outside. o




GOVERINMENT ARD SOCIAL LIFZE

The government of Tortugas is, in general, bifurcate
(see figure 3, facing p.51 ). One branch is the civil and
secular Corporation, manifsstly of White imerican origin.
The other sectipn of goverament, probably religlous in sanc-
tion in its eorigins, parallels that of Isleta Pueblol in
broad outlins.

The two branches meet end merge in the'person{of the
’Cacique; Qr Chief (gggg),‘ého stands at ths top of both., In
theory at least, "ha owns everything and has the power of;
everything.® 1In practice, hoﬁever, hls power, though great,

" 45 sharply delimited, ond he and his office are falling into
disrepute. n ’

In line with his role as spiritual leader, ths Cacique
is the person to whom is entrusted the cars of ritual objects.
As will be described later, howsever, he has been deprived of
many of these, and their custodianship has passed to the
secular branch of the government. It is also the Cacligue’s
duty to appoint officers. In practice, as in many of the
northern pueblos, such "nomination™ is tantamount to election,
and the ovsrlay of democractic process in thin indeed. In his

cépacity as nomlnal leader of the secular branch as well, he

1Parsons, Isleta, pp. 250 ff,
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has certain lsgal duties, inasmich as his sipgnature is re-
quired on all documents relevant to the village. These 1ega1
dutiss never are a part of the Caciaée's duties in the Rio
Grande prueblos. Th2 Cacinug at Tortﬁgas also acts in an
advisdfy capacity and functions as an arbiter in disputeé.

He is in charge of the Guadalupe filesta and all other cere-
moniszl activitiles. ‘

The office of Oaclque 1is strictly hereditary.z /kskthe
Cacicue's niece states, "It goes just like kings and queens,”
I could not obtaln the names of Cacloues beyond the present
incunbent's father, Fqlipe Roybal, who was killed in Las Cruceu
in 1908 under mysterlous circumstsnces., The crime remains
ungolved to this cay. ~

Upon the death of Fellips Roybal, a problem was faced by
Tortuzas, The office of Caclcue is hersditary in the male
line. Felipe, who had no brothers, had sons who were very
small children.,. Accordingly, Frsncisca Avalos Roybal, the
Caciquels Qife, was made Cacigua, the only instance of this
office being held by a woman in the entire pueblo Southwest,
to tnis writer's knowledge.

%hen Francisca Avalos Hoybal died in the early 1930's,

“It is not known to what extent offices are heraditary
in the Rio Grande pueblos. Doctor Florence lawley Z1llis says
{personal comrunication) tnat "among the Towa (Jemez) if
pessible they try to pass headship of societies to relatives -
of former heads.”
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the off'ice did not descend to her son, Vincente Roybal, bus \
to har brother, Zenovio Avalos. Although Vincente w;; a
young man at that time, he was considered "not old encush.™
Judging from his repute at the presént time, it 1s guite
likely that what was meant was that he was not mature or
strong enough.. Zenovio Avalos functloned much as a Regent,
althouzn he acted not in the name of the young Vicenta bug
was invested with the full power of Cocioue himself, It is
perhaps significant that Vf%snte did not claim his hereditary
office until the death of his uncle. He has bssn a weak

Cacicus, and the offlce has undergone a definite diminution:

of prestige during his incumbency. Tha next Cacigue will be
his eldest son, Felips Roybal, now in his thirties, or, that
failing, the office will descend to a younéer son or to a ///
son of Viector Roybal, his brother. -/
The 3secular branch of the government consists‘of a
Cbrporation, complete with seal depicting a bow and arrdw.
it is in this branch that factionalism is centered, especial-
ly in connection with the office of Fresident. In 1951 two
men claimed to be Fresident, but sin@e'then ona of them h§s 
died, and the situation as of this writing is unknown. Ths
claimant who survives was residing in San Dlego, California,
at the time of my visit. This man was Victor Rbybal, the
Cacique's brother, who, the Cacloug’s faction claimed, was

entitled to the offics for life. Thera was some sentiment
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for changing the titles of Prazsident to that of Covernor end
clearly indicating it as a lifetime position.

Other CJorporation officers include a Vice-President and
~a Secretary-Treasurer. apparently 2 Board of Diresctors of
unknown composition functions in an advisory capacity. At
the time of the field work thres of the four secular offices
were held by the Roybal family.3 Besides Vicente as Cacicun
and Victor as President, the oifice of Secretary-Treasurer
WAS heldkby‘Luis Roybal, Victor's son, The Vice-President
was Jacinto Jemente,
The Cacique heads the politico-religious branch of the
governmrent a&s well as ths secular., Next to him the most

important officer is ths War Captain (Capitan de Cucrral.

There are five ranked Czptains in all, including the wzr
Captain, the others being knovn as "Second Captain®, "Third

Captain”, and so on. The Captains as a group are also known

as the Princinales, and the Yar Captain is also known as the

"Chisf of the Principalzg®. The main duties of thess officers

are to keep the peace, esvecially at fisstas and other cera-

>

moniale. They hold clvil commissions from the city of Las

Crucss, and have full legal richt to fine and incarcerate.

They do not carry firearms. Thelr insignia of office consists

30f eisht officers menticned for Isleta del Sur, seven
had the surname Granillo. Parrish, 31 Feso Times, June 14,
1951, p. 15. '

e cong i 40
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of a bow and arrow or a ggzg,h a stick about azix feet long
used by Spaniards of ths early period for measuring land.
They.are noninated by ths C2clique and elscted yearly oa Xew
Year's Zve., As with other offices, however, "nomination” by
the Caciocue is tantamount to election. They can be re-glected,
and many men hold the office for a long period.

Other religious officers sre two lMajordomog, likewise

ranked, and their consorts. If a man is unmarried, he will
be assigned a woman, often his mother, to function in this

office with him. The ¥aijordomos, known as "Goadfathers to the

Virgin,” perform cerembnial functions and thelr officas brings
them prestice. The office entails considerable expense, for
much of the financial burden of the Guadalupe fiesta 1s borne
by them, They are partly reimbursed from soms of the funds

collected by the Caclaoues The Fajordomos ere nominated by

el e st St cpgeasit

the Cacigue, who conaults with the outgoing ajordomos, and

are "glected" at the New Year's Hve Fueblo Heeting.5

4 group at Tortugas about which little 1s known is the

41n ¥exico a Varz 18 a shaman's steff, Madsen, Shaman~-
ism in Hexico, p. 50.

5Tha changing of officers with the Hew Year is 2lso found
at Isleta gnd Isleta dal Zur., See French, Factionalism, po.
6-10, and Fewkes, Puablo Zettlements, p. 62. However, Farrish,
El Paso Times, June 14, 1951, p. 15, notes that the officials
ware chanced at Isleta del Sur on June 13, the day of theair
patron, Saint Aathony. 1f so, this date has been altered since
Fewkes' report of 1902. )
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tbuslos” (grandfathsrs). These were clowns, selected yesarly,
and were not necessarily 61d uen. They were not less than
six7 in number. The y held secret meetings, and women were
supposed to know little about them. Children were threstenad
with them, and if a child was especially naughty, the Abuslos
‘ 8

would make an zppearance. They were apparently masked, but
beyond this little is known of their costumes. They are said
to have worn black, white, blue, and yellow. 4s will be
noted in the section on ceremonialism, thils group formerly‘r
had importzant functlons in the llatechine dance and the Tore
tugas mountain pillgrimage.

A pueblo meeting is held monthly in order to discuss

community business in the Pueblo House, or Casa de Pueblo.

As has been noted, the New Year's Eve meeting is the occasion
for the election ofvthe next yeaf's officers.

- Hotwithstanding the intimacy of tha Hexican culture coh:‘
tact, mch of the government structure of Tortugas has retain-
ed the old Isleta pattern. At Isleté, as at Tortugas, the

government 1s divided into religious and secular branches.9

For a thorourh discussion of the Abuelo cownlex, ses
Parsons and Beals, Sacred Clowns.,

7? i rs3ons, Isluta, p. 255 mentlons six clown masgsks for
the Telen (Grandfathers}. On pp. 263-4 she states that
theoratically there are four from each moeity.

. 8”his function of ths grandfather clowns wis very
important at Zuni, {farsons, Zuni A'doshle, pp. 338-47.)

9Parsons, Isleta, p. 255 £f,
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The fact that many of the offices 2t Isleta have bgen dropped
at Tortugas may be explained in soms cases by a lack of nesd
for these offices. For instance, the Islats ¥avordomo is a
ditch bosas, whereazs Tortugss owns no ditches. At Tortugas,
the ¥avordomos, while having the same nams, have different
functions. In this case, the layordoms appesrs to be of the
Spanigh~aimerican and Fexican Iandlan type. The description of
the office in a Gaxaca, #exico Indian village could as well
be applied to Tortugas: "Local rituals are somewhat inde—»r
pendent of the church, Church festivels are financed‘by

individual mayordomos, whose position forms part of the seczle
10
14

of offices.
At Isleta and Tortugas the basic function of protection

of the village and supervision of the pudbllc at cer=monials

is assumed by the War Captains, 4t Tortugazs their primary

duty is to keep the p=zace, especially at fiestas. At Isleta

they also exclude outsiders from secret ceremonials, exorcise

witches, and act as custodians of the cane fetish used in

12

curing.ll There ars five of these officers at both villages.

Two sheriffs are now to be found at Isleta. These function

lOCarrascc, Las Culturas, p. 99. See also white, Los
Hispanos, pp. 25-6, for the duties of this office in Spanish-
imerican villages.

11Parsons, Isleta, pp. 259-280.

125y, Florence Hawley £Z11is, personal cormunication,
Parsons, Isleta, p. 250, gives the number as six,
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as peace officars.lB
The Tortugas Cacicus appears to have duties similar to
the Isleta Town Chief, or Caclous. 1In addition,'he also
takes over the duties which, in Isleta, are perforned by the
Hunt Chief., The method of selection of the Cacigue in the
two villeges is differsnt. At Tortugss it 1s a strictly
hereditary position in the paternal line. At Islsta the
Caclone is selected by 2ll of the clan chilefs, Ellis be-
lieves that there is a tendency at Isleta for the Caciqua to
be chosen from the White Corn group, one of the watrilineal,

14 If so, then

non-exozamous clans having ceremonial duties.
it can be said that there is a hsreditary tendency at Isleta.

Princirnles 4is anothsr term which Tortugas shares with

Isleta., Here, however, theres is a functional difference.
At Isleta this is a group of man with no fixed number who act

1 .
a8 an advisory town council to the governor. 2 At Tortugas,

Principales is merely an alternative tsra for "War Captalns”,
the group of five peace officers. .
Tha offices of the Tortugas PCorporation” ars of %hite

American origin and are probably recent. They represent an

13Parsons, Isleta, p. 250,
1hPersonal communication.

15French, Factionaliam, pp. 10-1l, for a discussion of
this group at 1slata,
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attempt on the part of the Indians to have a legal, businsse-
like status in the American world. The conflicts within thris
branch are an indication of Pueblo factionalism,

The present section on social life will first deal with
the life cycle of the individual as thia relstes to the
commnity, including evidence for social groups larger than
the family. Tortugas practices in sickness and curing, ganmes,
amusement, and gambling, status, prestige, outside relationms,
and warfare will also be examined. ¥Finally, factionalism as
a disruptive force will be discussed.

Yiost women bear their c¢hildren at home, assisted by a
midwife and two or three other friends, daughters, orvsisters.
Childbirth is considered to be a "bad experience™, and ths
woman is "allowad to scream and holler®, The husband is not
allowed in the place of lying-in. o medication is given to
the mother to alleviate the pain, nor is there any praying
or ceremonial.

| The mother stays in bed for ten days and is considered
ready to work again after forty days. Ail babiles are breast-
fed. As one woman put it

Bottles ars no gocd. If you go somewhere with tha baby,

it is much trouble. drezast milk is warm and wvure all the
tize. They use bottles at Isleta, Texas {Isleta del Sur).
The younger generation lilkes to go out and have a zood
time., They leave tha baby at home with a bottle end
someona to feed it. £Eut not at Tortusgas. ihen we were
at Islota {del Sur) day before vesterday, my dauchter

gave her six month old baby her breast and an o0ld indian
woman saild, ":hy do you do that?"
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Infants are nursed any time they cry.

Soma informants indicated a definite sex preference
for boys becausa they are "not such a big responsibility”
or ;not go hard to raiss as a girl is”.

A name 1s selected by tnas parents and told to the
priest before the S&ptism. Most of these first, or baptismal
names are those which have bgen in the family or names of
Saints. In either case, the name is Spanish, Formerly the
Indians received native names which referred to animals,
such &s the de=r, antelope, or beaver, or to such natural

phenomena as the rainbow. In contrast to the prasent Spanish

 practice, two individusls never had the sam2 name. To my

knowledge, there 1s no living person at Tortugas who has an
Indian name.,

Baptism is the occasion for a feast to which everyone
i8 invited. This feast 43 given by the godparentsz of the
child., The godparents, chosen from among the friends of the
parents, may or may not be residents of Tortugas., Some
babies are baptized at one week, others at two weeks, and
somz at one month of age., Illegitimate children are like-
wise baptiﬁed. Ons woman said, "Nothing is held against
them. It's never referrad to,"”

Babies are weaned st one year. At ﬁhe present time,
at least, no cradleboard is used. The baby sleeps, not with

parents or siblings, but in its own small bad. Soma cnildraen
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have toys bought in a store, but often they are given "just
anything to play with". During teething a smooth stick of
vood about three inches long is tied to the infént's right
wrist with a rawhide thong. Toddlers are ellowed to run
around and play with‘other children. They are often gived
a dog or cat or some other domesticated anizal as their own
pet.

Corporal punishment 1s often practiced{ When asked,
"HdW’shéuld Indian children (be made to) behave,” ons woman
replied, "¥ith a strap, a whip, or a stick," One of tha
strongast negati?e sanctions employed, however, is the threat
of the fbuelos, or sacred clowns, If the children ara
especially naughty, the ibuelos willl actually come to the
home in order to frighten the children,
| All children attend school sfter they are six years of
sge. Soma like school and some do not, but they go neverthe-
less, for attendance is required. To what extent the law is
enforced by truant officers is not known. The school was |
formerly in Tortugas, but at the time of my visit, the child-
ren went by bus to a scnool in Hesille Park, Almost all of
the children today {inish elementary school, and most attend
high school, at least until they are seventeea. The older
people think that the chlldren receiye a very good education.

Although ths language of the home is Spanish, classes
are taught in fSaglich, and it 1s in school that the child
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usuz2lly has his first contact with the language, The lecarn-
ing of Znglish in school, far from being resentéd by the
elders, is considered a valuabls asset, Helatively few of
the older pzople can speak English. Formerly Tiwa was spoken.
Today 1t survives only in the chants accompanying the "Indian
Dances®™, but here it i3 not understood by either the chanters
or the listeners.,

There are no puberty rites for either boys or girls,
nor any commnity cognizance of this state, A4 girl's'first
menses is a mere fact of vhysiology, and no more. |

The comzmunity store 1s &n important soclal center for
adolescent boys, many of whém ara to be seen lounging aboud

on a fins evaning.

Boys and girls start Tgoing together®” when they are as
young as twelve years of age, although it is ssid that long
ago this was not allowed until tkey weré nineteen., Pre-
marital sex relgtionships are frowned upon by the communlty

but are, epparently, gquite common, A girl who finds herseif

pregnant as the result of such an affair is usually punished

by her perents, often quite séverely; Cometimes she is beat-

en, &nd uéually her freedom 1s sharply restricted. It is

said that thls does not damaga the girl's chances for marriage.
Marriages never are arranged by parents. .The young

people have comparatively free cholce, therse being no marriage-

regulating groups. Incest regulations include both cross and
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parallel cousins, Yeven ths fifth",

Lg eoon as the engagement is announced, the girl's
parents stop supporting her. From this tive forward it is
the boy's responsivility not only to give money for her
support‘but to provide har wedding outfit.lé Yeadless to
say, thls arrangement is not conducive to long engagemsnis.
Fost c¢couples are engaged for a period ranging from two waesks
to thres months, the latter baing considered a fairly long
engagement.. One woman informant told me: “There was ona czse

where the girl's parents wanted them to wait two whols years.

Can you imagine supporting her for two whole years before
they wore married? OShe ran away."
Fen normally marry a2t about the age éf twenty~-one,
women at twenty, There are strong soclal pressures to take
this staep. To'quote one informant: “Just about everybody
gets married. If not, thay're laughed at, They say souge .
thing is wrong with them. They say they couldn't find nobody
to like them."™ The qualifications for a good husband are not
necessarily that he be handsoms &nd wealthy, butl that hs
"ereats you right® and is a good providar. A good wife should

stay hbme and take care of ker children.

4 A

loThis may be a parallel to the Isleta practice of
large gifts baing showersd upon the brids by tha parents
of the prospective bridegroom. See Parsons, Isleta, pp.
233k,
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A Spanish practice, formerly adhered to but since lost,
is that of the bride retaining her malden rame in conjunction
with that of her husband's. Thus if Faria Sancﬁez had married
Santiago Apodeca, she would have had the name of Maria fanchez
¥y Apodaca. Today her name would simply be Maria Apodaca.

Currentlj there are no formal social structures other
than the family., Formerly, however, thevvillage was divided
into moieties. These had ceased to function even before the
childhood of Qhe present day elders of Torﬁugas. One old
woman said, "They used to have Red Eyes and Black Zyes at
Tortugas. There were never any smaller ‘'clanst?!, just theseA
two." A man of sixty-five, told me, "My daddy tells me thers
were two 'clans?, Ojo MNezrg (Black Zyes) and Qo Colorado

(Red Zyes). I think we belong to the Ojo Colorado.”™ This

individual added that they were connected with the seasons,
elthough he did not remember which moiety was winter and which

was summer, He said the "clans”™ were mentioned in songs, and

that they had Indian names which he did not remember. Upon

being prompted from Farson's Isleta, lew Eexicol7

as to wheth-
er the names wers not shefuni'de and shuréi he sald, %Yes,

shi was Black EZyes and shurd was Red Zyes." His statement
parallels Parsons' data., The informant alsoc mentionad that

"aach 'clan' had a chief with a staff.” It is not known

17Parsons, Isleta, pp. 201-263.
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whether these are moiéty chiefs o3 represented at fsleta or
dual seasonal Caciques as in the Tewa villeges. At present
there 1s but one Ciacigqua., whether membership in ths méiety
wad matrilineal or patrilineal is not known, but if it
paralleled the situation at Isleta, Wew dexico, it would
have tended to patrilineality.

Civil divorce is not’recognized; but separation is
common. 4&s one woman sald, "Ho one takes their religicn
seriously. If youfre a Catholie, you don't get divorced but
just live with another man."™ A man answered my question
about divorce in the following way: "Ho, we're Catholic, %tied
up for life, But you can leave your wife. In time of death
they get together. Then they can marry again.” Asked if it
was always this way with the Indiang, he repliéd, "Yes, they
were always Catholics,” .

People in Tortugas are aware of and agsume responsibil~
ity for the aged segment of the population. 0Old people are .
well treated and, if unable to work, are not considered a
burden. Howadays they are often cared for by "Ths ﬂelfaré",
but formerly they were looked after by their family, nelzh-
bors, and friends, the responsibility beingz c¢onsidered a
privilege.

Hany times 1t was pointed out that an individual was
quite old, that he or she did not show the signs of aze, or

that this or that Indian of tha vicinity lived to ba over a
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hundred years of age. Indesd, many eldsrly Tortugas people
of my acquaintance are still hale and robust and lead vigor-
ous lives, iany of these people are highly respected for
the wisdom of long experience. '

The attitude toward death is generally one of awe and
fear. It was a subject which psople wers reluctant to discuss.
One young woman said, "I don't liks to hear about death., I
guess nobedy does.®™ One evening stereo pictures were shown
to a group of people. The viewér wés pésséd ffom héﬁd to.hand”ﬁv“m¥n
and the new experience was obvliously enjoyable. However; a
reel portraying the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes, Egypt, dis-
comfited them. One older woman ex?ressed*disgust and askad,

"Yhy don't they bury them?™ A man said, “They belong to the
earth." Telling children about death is postponed as long as

\possible. When asked if the children raised questions about

death, ons woman answered, "No, they don't unless you start
teaching them when they first open their eyes, like some ‘
people do., You shouldn't teach them what they don't have to
know,. %

When a Tortugefio lies upon hiﬁ death~bed, he receives

not only extrems unction from the priest, but a blessing from

the Cacique. The Cacicue is the only person who knows this
blessing, which is given in Spanish and is accompanied by the
sign of the cross. The sane blessing is given to all men,

women, and cnhildren.
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whenever posslbla, the fanily bears tha funeral expenses.
Formerly, if there were no relatlives, the neighbors supplied
funds, Today "ths county buries them if they have nobtody
else.” The family buys a casket, and the funsral is conducted
by a mortician In Las COruces. In former times the Indians
used to bury the dead; the corpse being wrapped in a blanket,

as one man said, "just like they do at Isleta.™ The corpse.

wag prepared and burled, not by the deceased’s relatives, but

by his frisnds.
Formerly thers were lndian practices associated with

nourning, but these are now lost, and no one remembers them.

Yow burial and mourning practices follow tha Spanish~ixerican

pattern. The date of the burial is made convenlent for ths
travel of relatives who are expected to attend, As one man
sald, "Haybe they have relatives at Isleta (ae1 Sur) or the .
other Isleta orx California.”™ For the funeral the womsn make
¢rowna of {lowers. )
Behavior at the wake is highly conventionalilzed, withb
appropriate actlvitles for men and for women. All of ths
women are expected to weep and to “carry on". The men sit
quietly. |
"Hourning lasts for ore year. Dluring this time the-family
i3 expected to lead a restricted life and to go to church daily
or, this failing, at least every Sunday. Both women and men

vwear black. They avoid movies, radios, feasts, and entertain-
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ment generally during the period of mourning.

Today many people seek medical ser&ices in Las Cruces,
but the berb doctor is still resorted to in soma instances.
Formerly there were two herbalists in Tortugas: ones was an
old woman; the other was a young girl of about fifteen. Tha
current kerb doctor is a Mexican, living in Las Cruces, who
uses an Argentine herb book. Herbs are bought from a nursery
in Mesilla Park., OSycamorz leaves and rossmary are gathsred
and used medicinally, although their specific uses are un-
known. A plant from Cloudcrolt, XNew iexieo, known as beé
balm or bee plant is also utilized, Attempts arz made to
buy delphinium and peony from the nursery, but the proprietor
will not sell thase, for they yield a powerful heart stimuiant
and are considered too dangerous for non-medical administra-
tion., In many cases the medical profession is consulted only
after the herb doctor has fuiled to provide & cure. In add-
ition, all of the older women in Tortugas have their own
favorite remedies.

Loomis and leonard, in their 1935 visit, note the follow-
ing:18 ' '

Despite ths salubrious climate, doctors made frequent

visits to Tortusss in the year coversd by this study.
¥any of their czlls had to be charged to philanthrooy,

but even so their fees claimad 60 pzrcent of all expond=-
ituvres for health, births, and deaths. Eleven percent

18Loomis and Leonard, Standards of Living, p. 1l.
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of the disburccmants in this category went for patent
mzdicines, Altogsther the average fawily spent 20 or
6 percent of its entire income in 1its effort to protect
its health and to bring its offspring into the world
and bury its dead.

Tortugas people play cards a good dezl, Card parties
are held for the ladies in the afternoon, and for couples at
night. A popular game is "gon auicn” {"with whom"). 4nother

well~liked game is burrg, a typa of four-handed solitairs,

Tha game of checkers also is playzd at Tortugas.

N AFhen the bow and arrcw were still in usa, boys uaed to
gemble at shooting matches., 4 msrk of some sort, such as a
stick, was set up and used as a target,

A gambling game much like the Wavaho moccasin game or

Tewa conutes is reported:lg "They used to have a gsma at Tor-~
tugas played with bambco. I don't exactly remembar. You pubt
a stick in the shell of ths bamboo. £Each bamboo has & name
to it--each shell, but I don't remember the names. They have
certain parties, one in each room. You bet so much; The
game would last two, three days. Men and women played all the
sarze, You bet pretty heavily. It's a guessing game. Some
were pretty good at it-~just like cards. It's luck more than

anything. Thers's singing while the gama is going on in Tiwa.

Joshing songs to get the other fellow. You guess where ths

19"hi° roma i3 well-loved in all of the pueblos. See
Undernill, :workadsy Life, p. 134. (uﬁe also Culin, Games, pp.
335, 268, 309 for further information on Socuthwestern lndian
ariations.} The gumo is also populer in 3Spanish-smerican
vill r25.
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sticks are, A certain number of points, The MNavahos play it
with mocassins and a marble. They change the mocassins around.
They have the mocassins named,®

Because of its location next to 3tate College, thers are
no bars in Tortugas., DPrinking is, nevertheless, an inportant
recreation for Tortugas men. With soms men thls has sariocus
econonic consequences, the expsnditure consuming a major proe
portion of their income.
- . 2

Loomis and Leonard state: 0

Rural sociologists maintain that expenditures for for-

mal education, reading, social participation, theaters,
movies, and tha like constitute Yadvancement” expendie
tures. Bafore the Tortugas famlilies or their forebezr
Fave up their old Indian and ¥exican culture in favor .
of the new, they spant very littls for these items.
Zven today disbursements for “advancement™ are almost
neglizible, averaging only 6, or 2 percent of all
expanditurss, per family, :

Status in Tortugas will bs examined from two points of
view, The first, internal status, is the view which the paople
of Tortugas take toward themselves snd each other., The view
which outsiders hold of Tortugas is designated as external
status. Firally, the Tortugas view of the outside world will
be described.

There are many avenues by which a2 Tortugas person nay

acquire prestige amonz his fellows. His status, to use

2OLoc. cit.
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Linton's definition,zlis “the sum total of all the statuses
which he occuples,”

One way to achieve status is through wealth, as man-
ifested in dress, automobile, and food, Indian background
and kndwledge are likewise conducivo to high prestige. InQ
deed, those of acknowledged Indian ancestry rank higher in
the eyes not only of the Indians but of the non-Indian mem-
bers of the community. LThera are extremely few individuals,
however, whose status as Indians is beyond dispute in the
community., Lists of the Yreal Indians™ are highly variable,
It would appear that those individuals whose status as Indians

is lesst in doubt producs the smallest lists, while those who

are nmentioned on the fewest lists tend to be freer in ascribe

ing Indian status to others. The following roster would be
objected to b} some individuals, but appears to represent the
opinion of most villagers. A systematlc gathering of fa=mily
histories would be useful for clarifying the problem of Indian
status., The folléwing 1ist, however, gathered from hearsay,
may serve as a point of departure for such a study in the
fuiuré. These appaar to bo the namss least contaested:

ey ’/3
t {1) Vicente and Victor Roybal., Vieente bora in 1499, /27 7/
Father, Felipe Roybal. Hotaer, Francisca iAvalos.

(2) Jose Santiago (Jim) Duran. Born at Islsta dol Sur
in 1886, Halated at Isleta, fiew lexico. Pedro Fedrasa

21Linton, Study of Man, p. 113.
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is his stepbrother. Duran's daughter is married to an
Indian from santo Domingo pueblo, '

{3) Pedro Pedrasa. iis father was a Piro from Senecu.

(1) ¥rs. Bafasla Doninquez. Born October 27, 1823,
Father, Jose Hontoya. Iother, Isabel Roybal.

Others fréquently mentioned were Julian Cordero, Jac{nto
Jemento, the Olguin family, Hariana Alvares, fAngelita Caraba-
jal, Frank Ramiresz (Santa Clara father, Hano greate-grandfathar),
Andreso Ochova, Frank Brito (half Yagui), Gabriel Hernandes,
Egekla ﬁ#alos, and Jose, Jantonino, and Rosario Gonz&les.;/

One of the most frequent terms of vituperation was “faka
Indian". One of the men with the most claim to Indian ancese
try admitted, however, ﬁhat "There isn't a Mexican that hasn't
got rich Indizan blood. 211 ¥exicans are Indlans.™

Knowledgze of Indiem ways 1s an ilmportant source of pres-
tige.gz Zspaecially valusd is the abllity to sing in the Ind-
ian chorus., #n individual known &s a "good singer®™ rises in
the estimation of his fellows. Uno man claims to have a
knowledge of Indian symbolisnm which sets him spart from less
knowing wen. Another man is very proud of a Plains-type Lame
_bourihe drunm which he has made, ard which many men have

attaﬁpted to purchase. another Individual makes kachina dolls

22Th13 appears to be the caze in the cormmnity of Pascua,
which, beinz perivheral to Yagqui culture, is somswhat similar
to Tortugas in relation to pueblo cultura., JSee Spicer, Pascuas,
pPe 54 and p. 59.
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as & hobby. This knowledge and thess arts and skills ars a
source of great pride to their owners and a means by which
they rise in the estimation of their fellows., Wesley Hurt
corractly maintains,23 "The village presents the rare phenom-
enon of non-Indians endeavoring to become ldentified zs
Indians, rather than the reverss conditionm usually found in
Kighly acculturated comwmunities.?

Prestige 1s also gained through the holdlng of religious
and political office. The Cacinﬁe, standing at the top of the
- bierarchy, hasa tha highest status in this rezard. However,
all of the other offices’bring their share of honor,

Personal magnetism and qualities of leadership also im-
prove a man's community standing. Fany men with excellent
qualificaﬁions>for high stetus in every other particular fail
here, It musﬁ be remembered, however, that factional consider-
ations are attributed to members of the opposite group.

Many factors enter into the commnity's appraisal of an
individual's character and personality. People who ranifest
conc2it or vainglory are(especially disliked. 3Such persons
are classed as "stuck up". A4 dignified bearing is desirable,
but if thils is carried beyond a point, the charge of "stuck
up® 1s likely to ba heard. A good sense of humor 1s highly

regarded in a person, and Tortugenos laugh easily., The ability

23Hurt, Tortugas, p. 104,
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to kold a responsible job or to accomplish cdomestic tasks
efficlently is thougnht well of.

| Age is another factor entering into an individualls’
totsl status. The old are respected in Tortugas, and the
benafit of thelr experiencsa is sought. They are 2lso more
likely to have ceremonial knowledge. Experience in the world
outsids of Tortugas also contributes to an individualfs place
in the community. One hears, "when I was in Chicago....", or
Aiﬂuquerque,ror Detf§i£;rrﬂo‘méttér hé; 1ohg ago the individual
may have travelled, he is & person of experilence, and hs is
listened to, | '

Any contribution to the community as a whole brings

immense status rewards. One ¢ld woman told me, "My son vowed
to Cur Lady to fix the pusblo-~all things, houses, and like
that. I'm proud of him for that. He asked me which man can

helw him, I said ¥r.’ . He always worked, gave money,

He is very interested in those things." Again, about Colonal

Eugene van Patten, "He was a wondorful man. He used to give

parties for the Indians. At Christmas we danced in front of
his house,” o
The way in which neighborinz commnities view Torﬁugas
provides a clue for understanding the curious inversion of
24

the usual Mexican~Indian prestige situation.”’  To the Anglo-

zhAt Pascua, if a2 man neglects his ceremonial duties,
‘public feeling may becoma strens aceinst hin., FPeople may say,
"Oh, he is like a Hexican." OSpicer, Pascua, p. 54.

e
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Americans of the locality the presence of a group of iIndiansa
in the near vicinity has a romantic asppeal. The annual Guada-
Jupe flesta in December, aside from beinz & real cultural
focus and a strong cohesive factor in Tortuzgas, serves to en-
hance the prestigs of Tortugas In the extended community. 4
woman of one of the wealthiest and most prominent Spanishe
American families in Las Cruces summarized this attltuds: ¥CL
course, the only time we think of Tortugas as anything but a
dirty little village is on the twelfth of December,” Tha
Mexican {znd in this arez the term embraces those born both
in Mexico and the United 3tates), on the other hand, has low
prestize in the Maesilla Yalley. Ha is scorned by both the
inglo-imerican and certain of the wealthy Spaﬁish-speaking
families of tha area, who ere extromely family-proud. The
aura of being true Indians, consequerntly, sets the Tortugeno
apart from the crowde The Guadalupe flesta is a yearly re~
minder of their unigue position. Many of the neighbors of
Tortugas would refer to an individual and say, "He's a real
Indizn,"™ not without a certsin fondness éoming into their
volces. Quite often when spsaking of Vicente Roybal, a per-
son would add, "Ho i3 the chief of the Indians, vou know.”
It must be a very unsettling expsrience indeed for a Fexican
immigrant, who may have spent a lifetime in trying to pass
from the Indian class into the mestizo class, to come to Tor-

tugas and flnd it desirable to exert himself to move socially
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in the opposite direction.~5

"~ Regarding the manner in which Tortugas views some groups
in the world outside their villaze, the Anglo-imerican grbup
repreasents a niring force. Its standards of material culture
in such matters as household appliances, dress, and sutomobiles
are status symbols which the Tortugonos envy. On the other
hand mzny say that tha Anzlos are not to be trusted.

Accordin5 to saveral Tortugas informants there scems to
be é‘strange fascination between the sexss of the two differ-
ent groups., It is furthe:r believed in Tortugas that "Amérigans“.
from "the Zast" are an especially susceptible variety. Be.f
this as it may, it 1s considersd a bad thing. .

The Spanish-imerican, or lexican group 15 the one with
which Tortugas most strongly identifies itself, This is wholly
to bs expected, inasmuch as the two groups share many ofltﬁe
cultural traits in religion, social organization, economics,
and language. 4&nd it is the Spanish-imericans with whon most
social contact and marriasge takes place.

The group of lowast prestigs, not only in the eyes of
Tortugas but in the Mesilla arez are the "wetbacks", or illegal
¥exican immigrants. Closely allied to them in popular fancy

ere people from Juarez. Juarez is looked upon as a sink of

2 . '
5mhe statuas of ¥Indians™ in a Maxican town is set forth
in Humphrey, Social Stratification, pp. 140-1.
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iniquity, and it exerts the same rather agreeable allure that
such places usually do. Tortugas people go to Juarez, shop,
have a good tims, and come home feeling pleasantly supsriocr
and seemingly none the worse for thelr brush with sin. Ons
Tortugas woman_tbld me that two Juarez girls, now living in
Tortuzas, wear ghorts, a style of dress which 1s frowned upon.
These girls ware referred to as "wetbacks®, She added that,
in her opinion, people from Juarez were "not good peoplef,
This view was echoed by many fartugeﬁos. However, as was

indicated in the discussion of economics, although wetback

%
and HMexican naticnzl laborers are a serious compstitive force,

there is a feeling of sympathy for them.

| There 1s also a rether positive feeling toward Negroes.
As one man put it, "If you treat ths nigzer psople right,
they!ll treat you right."™ Another illustraticn may sexrve to_
point this up. An eight year old boy was singing the doggerel:

Higger, nigper, jump a line,
CGet .your penny for the day.

His grandfather, standing nearby, wts very displeased and said,
PHe sings bad songs." |

Tortugas people, especially those of Indian ancestry,
ara very much aware of other Indlan groups and, in many cases,
have strong sentiments concerning them. Thaoy have close feel-
ings of affinity with Isleta del Sur and parﬁicipate In some

of their ceremonials. HMany people in Tortugas have relatives
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there, and at least two were born there. One woman told me,
"If you go to Isleta (Texas) and tell them you're from
Guadalupe they accept you. You gilve them a cizarette to
tz2ke to the Capitan d= Guerra and they know you belong there.”
There is likewise a warm positive feeling for the puablo peo-
ples in genéral, and for Isleta in particular. Hany have
relativesAin Islets, Eewkwexico and know that thelr roots are
there., Sometimes Isleta peoprla viglt Tortugas. The attitudes
toward Isleta, however, are somawhat mixed, being coupled with
s certain amount of fear. This stoms from the belief that the
medicine men at Isleta know svery happening at Tortugas as it
occurs through clairvoyance.2

The people of Tortugas know little about_ﬁexican Indiané,
although some of thelr parents came from these groups. They
assart thav tﬁeir Aztecg dance "is named for somas tribe down
there", Toward the Athabascan tribes there is an attituds of
hostility. One man sz2id, "I don't like the Navahos. They'rs
the same as Apaches., They're some kin.” A woman referred to
,"thoaq dirty Kavahos". Attitudes toward Apaches, their old
antagcﬁiats in war, are sspecially venonmous., One man related

{

6Parsons, Isleta, pp. 254=5, says of the members of
the medicine societies, "In reneral thay have the powars of
clairvoyancs and of orediction, powers which are attributed
to them so inslstently and in such hich desree in comparison
with any like rcfsrcncea in other puebles that their exerclse
should perhaps also be considered a major function."”




how his great-grand{ather was tortured and killed by th=
Apaches., Another man sald, "I have friends at Mescalero,

but I don't like Aipaches., They don't treat you right." 4n-
other, "Apaches are scared of Tiwas, Tiwas beat the ____ out
of them."™ A social event in Las Cruces, which I witnessed,
will show the depth of feeling on this matter., A local Spén~
ish~American man jokingly called a Tortugas Indian an Apache.
The Tortugas man immediately struck him to the floor and had
to bg constrained £rom attacking him further, I

Yarfare is now a thing of the past. To the early vhite

 settlers of the Hesilla Valley Tortugas appeared to be a very

peaceful village. -in old woman said, "The arrow was a symbol
of food to them, not war." Indeed there appears to have been
no armed friction between Tortuges and the White comrmnity at
any time. Howsver, there was warfare, in the form of rai s;

betweeﬁ Tortugas and Apache groups. And thers iz still a féel-

ing of hostility on the part of the older people of Tortugas

‘toward the Athabascan~-speaking groups of the Southwest.

Statements that the Mesilla Vslley was included in

Apache raiding territory arse borne out by Pope, writing in

1854:27, -

Fort Fillmore, which once occupied an important position
opposite the valley end town of iesilla, has, since the

---- late treaty Guadalupe Hidalgo , entirely lost its con-

sequence, and since the establishment of Fort Bliss, forty

27Pope, deport of Lxploration, p. 24,
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miles below, has becoms absolutely unnecessary. I there-
fore sugzgest that it be at once moved to the head of ths
Delaware creek, east of ths Guadalupe mountaing, and that
its garrison be changed to two companies of dragzcons and
ong of infantry. The establishment of this post would
effectualy cut off from the settlements below Z1 raso,
and from tha route to that clace, the Indians of the uwhnite
and Gacramento mountzains, wbo have been constantly in tha
habit of carrying their forays into that part of the
country; and with these troops in tneir rear, and near
their places of retreat in ths mountains, they would be
extremsly coutious zbout extending their depredatlons to
the valley of the Rio Grande above,
Fort Fillmore, about six miles south of LaS'Cruces, Wwas occu~
pied from 1851 to 1862, In 1865 Pope's sugpgaestion was acted
upon and Fort Selden was activated, This fort lies fifteen
miles north of Las Cruces, at the northern part of the Hesilla
Valley. Fort Selden was in existence frcm 1865 to 1830.

Fope describes the nature and manner of thess iApache
raid9.28 He points out that in the Apache country gume was
scarce, and agriculture was neither desired nor remunerative.
The Apaches lived mainly by plundering the settlements of
How Mexico, driving off herds of stock, and carrying off
children to be either taken into the tribe or used as slaves.
They would often kill a lonely isolated shepherd. The raid-
ers then would retreat into their mountain strongholds before
effective countermeasures could be organized. If pursued
‘they would brezk up their parties and scatter to all polnts

6f the compass, making pursuit virtually impossible. Pope

28Pope, Report of Exploratioh, p. 13.
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identiflies these Apache bands as the lMescalero and Gila groups.

It i3 made clear by Pope, howevar, that not all of the
depredationé were comaltted by the Apaches, He describas how
villages up and down the Rio Grande Valley kept Indien slaves,
who were'bought end traded liks livestock. "It is difficult
to say upon which side plundering predominates, although all
depredations committad by the Indians, tenfold exagerated,
are duly laid before the authorities."z9

One Tortugas‘man said, "The Apaches and Havahos (sic!)r
sttacked Tortuzas. They were all around here.” The family‘
of Frank Ramirez seems to have suffered much at the hands of
the Apaches. According to him, his father, who waz from Zanta
Clara, was a captive of the Apache. His great-zrandfather, a
Hano Indian, was killed by the Apaches, who burned him in
 "geven Tires" in retaliation for his killing of Raton, an
Apachs captivs. A

It 1s in conncction with the killing of Haton that we

have information that Tortugzas had a scalp dance,BD called

the Caballero Dence,sl performad after the death of Raton. Ho

29Pope, Report of Exploration, p. 13.

30, scalp cult appears to be general throughout the
Pueblo Southwest. See £11is, Patterns of Agression, p. 192,
et passin. .

31This dance, whose name suggests the Caballaro Lancs
of the Yaqui, appears to have no other similarity. oSee
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further details were forthcoming, and I was told, "This is

supposed to be a secret,”

Many aggressions and lstent hostilities at Tortugas are
canalized into factionalism. Factionallism at Torturas does
not resolve itself into clear-cut groups or sharp lines of
demarcation, Horeover, it is impossible to predict which face
tion a given individual will adhsre to. Apparently factional-
ism cross-cuts lines of age, sex, economic circumstance, cdu-
catlion, and even family ties., Un a relative basis, howsver,
there are tendencies which can be noted, znd which have a cer-
tain validity if not pressed too far.

There are hints that factionallism at Tortugas is no new
thing, but that it goes beck to the founding of the community.
According to legend, Tortugas was founded by a dissident group
at Isleta del‘Sur;32 The reasons for this budding off appear
to be completely lost in Tortugzs, It is reasonable to sup~
pose that the mysterious assassination of thes Caclaue in 1908

was a result of factionalism, but here again the raasons are

gpicer, Pascua, p. 126; 3picer, Potam, pp, 92-3, &nd Holden,
et al, Studies of ths Yacuil, pp. 38-45. #lthough the name of
this dance was gilven by the informant as Cqﬂ~11°ro (“GﬁﬁlumUﬂ,
4Anignt, or hor~eman), he no doubt had refercnce to the word
Cabellera, which is defined in Castillo and Bond, Univ. of
Chicugo cpanish Dictionary, p. 32, "head of hair, long hair;
wig..s.", (hence, scalp).

32 Factionalism is also rampant at Isleta, New iexico.
It shows many of ths features found at Tertuzas., At both
pueblos factionalism is centaered in the sscular branch of
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hidden. Tactionalsim appears to be deeply ingrained aﬁ
tugas. As one person put it, "#e always have a fight o?er
this or that.”

For convenience in nomenclatufa the factions will be
designafed a3 "Conservative®” and "Progressive™, It should te
realized, howsver, that these designationa represent tenden-
cies only, and that in many cases the Conservatives act in
whét must be called a progressive way and yice vyersa, In all
fairness it must also ba polnted out that»most of my dealingzs
were with membera of ths Conzervative faction. Becauss I
zould not become as well acquainted with the point of view of
the Progressives, an unconscious bias may be in evidence, al-
thouzh I tried consclentiously to appreciate their pozition
on various issues. .

The religious leaders of the community are Conservatives,
23 might be expacted, DBoth the Caclous and the Priest are
involved in factionalism, but, especially in the case of the
latter, rather against their wills, Having the two religilous
leaderg 2llied on their side, the Conservatives tend to have
an attitude of righteousness. This party has definite feel~

ings of persecution, and its members assert that factionalism

governzent. In both thers have been two Governors (Tortuzas

Prasident] put forward by the two factions. In both the dis-
rosal of villsge funds 1s an issue. JSze French, Factionalism,
for a thorough discussion of the disruptive forces at Isleta.
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was forced on them., Indicative of this fesling are such statew

ments as, "They've got it in for us"™, and, "The other side
wants to fight."”

The Progressive side i3 the aggressor group. In gensral
the aims of this group are primarily to reform what appear to
them as abuses and secondarily to lmprove the physical plant
of the community. At the time of wmy visit, this group was led
by Figuel Fiero, who later died, 1t 1s rumored, as the result
of a beatingz.

Yuch of the strife canters on tha office of President of

the Fueblo. It is claimed by the Conservatives that Victor
Roybal, the brother of the Cacigue, was elected to this office
for life, and that his positlon was illegaly usurped by Higuel
Fiero., The Progressive faction feels that the position should
be held by ons of their group in order to correci abuses.
Apparently Flero's position had no legal sanction, for he could
not sign documents as President. These papers are still sent
to Victor Roybal in San Diego to bs signed. Some psople align-
ed with the Roybal faction feel that he should noﬁ sizn them.
The lack of a legal position for Fiero forced his faction to
claim that Flero was elected President of the Board of Direct-
ors and not President of ths Pueblo. Fiero was a wealthy man
by Tortugas standafds, and it is claimed by the Conservative
faction that he "bought" the Fresidency. Fiero was known as

"Don Figuel® even to those allied against him., He was iMexican-
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born and was called a "wetback™ by some of his opponents,
wwhen he died, some individuals hinted that he had much on his
conscilence and might find eternal glory somewhat difficulit of
attalnment,.

Thare appears to have been a great deal of political
plotting behind Flero's claim to the Presidency, which he
assumed in 1948, A meetiﬁg was callad of the PrOgressi?e fac~
tion, at which time Flero was elected or appointed to office,
Vicente Rbybal, the Caciqua, was invited to this meeting but
did not attend, for, he said; he did not know for what pur-
pose it had been called, It is anothsr insténce of the shirke
ing of his duties by the Caclcue, and a lack of sensitivity
to public opinion which has lowered him invthe,opinion of the
members of both factions. The Progressive group had another
meeting at a iater deste, and during this interval thers ap-
pears to have been a good dzal of shifting of allegiances
arong the peorle.

Feeling ran especlally high during this period. The
follog}ng account was given of a meeting betwsen Victor Roybal
and ¥rs, Rafaela Dominquez, his sister, by Nrs. Carlos Sanchez,
his daughtar. Mra. Dominquez is a leader in the Progressive
faction. Howeve:,'at a Tlesta she approached Victor loybal
and weepingly offered to recant, also offering him the cus-
todianship of the Conilla (chapel) all year round. This offer

was refused,
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My Lunt comes and grests my Daddy. Then they exchanged
how they all wers., ‘Thea oy dunt tells my Daddy that chs
is sorry thst they appointed Lon lMiguel, Then she 3t 1763
cryinz. Then sha tells amy Daddy to zo ahesd and have
evarytiting back. Then my Daddy g2ts mad and tells her to
have them, that he doesn't want ‘zny part of it and to go
with them 1f shoe wanted, ho didn't csarz. What I msan is
with the other party. Then one that she calls a wmomber,
a wonan, one of the other party, comes and rrasts my
Daddy while theylre havinz that argzument. She tells my
Daddy that sghe's not with that sthor side because sie
doesn't know what kind of a man Don Hisumel wus., Then
my Daddy talls her that he doesn't care but to go ehand
with that party. ile cusssd my sunt out, He told them
that they weren't anythinz but fake Indians, and I gusess
that ended the arsument becausze ona of my cousins took
my Dadcy away bacausse he was really ancry. e alsoc told
her that if ever she wis sick not to call on him or
recosnize him a2s a brothsr, Then he said, "Till this
day w2 are brother und sister. I don't ua nt to spsak to
you or you to szz2ak to me." As long as she livad that
if ever she would need him for anyt‘in? not to cull upo
bim because he didn't have anything to do with her “ny
more., Sven the day that she would be dyin? not to call
him or talk to him.

,VicenteiRoybal, the Cacique, suprported his brother
throughout this conflict, and, as a result, was burdenzd with
his share of troubls. In 1948, Fiero, acting as President,.
sent deputy sheriffs to the house of Vicente Roybal to gather
certain objects which, it wes claimed, were the propsrty of
the pueblo, and which evolved to Fiero as custodian. Thesse
included all written records in Vicente's possession, ths
official szal of the pueblo, the varas, the gfombe, maps, and
possibly the Caciousts staff, The Conservatives claim that
Vicente did wrong in allowing the deputy to search the house
for these objects.

The Consgervatives fsel that the other party is trying
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to usurp the Caciaqua's richts. The Frogressives say, ¥He is
against us.”™ Both factions appear to be united in the opiaion
that the Caclaue shirks his duties, and this is borms out in
fact, It is claimed that he does not know enough of ritual
and cerermonialism and that he is gullible. The Conservatives
further feel that he is lacking in leadership and is not firm
enough in defcending the right. At the time of my visit the
pusblo meetings and the New Year’s elections were held by
Fiero without the facloua. The Zaclinue attends ths annual
Guadalupe fiesta but does not sing, It is claimed that he
sings alons in his own home. Indeed many men in the Czcizusls
faction refuse to join the chorus of Tiwa chanters, being sat-
isfied to observe the performance and to eriticize it. A4s
ong man put it, "We just stand around and laugh like cofoteé.“’
After one such performancé I heard a ¥ar Captaln announce,
"Some of the menmbers are not being rezular."” | '

The parish priest, a shy man, 1s drawn into controversy
on the explosive subject of the carnival, ‘It is on this prob-
lem that the Conservatives have a liberal view and the Pro-
gressives take the more conservative attitude, The point in
question is whether a carnival should be allowed on church
property during the fiesta. The Conservatives state that the
fiesta 1s for rejoicing and merrymakiﬁg, and that the carnival
is perfectly in place, having also the not inconsiderable —

virtue of adding to the coffers of the community. The Fiero
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facticn érgues that the fiesta is a solermn religious perform-
ance and that a carnival is out of keeping with the religious
aims of the celebration. Crucial to their argument, howevef,
is tha question of the distribution of funds both from ﬁhis
source and from contribution boxes at the filesta. The priest
was backed by nis bishop in demanding that the funds ware to
be in his hands. A serles of suits in law were filed by the
Flero faction against the Cécique and the priest, although
this step was taken very rcoluctantly. ‘

The Roybal faction claims that the church property is
Vicente's and that he allowed the priest, whom he thought
underpaid, to rent the church grounds for ths carnival. 3e-
fore that, Vicente was taking twenty-two dolla:s for the mass
and the remainder of the money for himself to pay for the
. fiesta. Apparseatly, also, there were two contribution boxes,
one for the priest, and ona for fiecsta expenses. The contri-
bution box for the priest was in the Pueblo House. The loca-
tion of the other one is unknown. The Flero faction insisted
on an accounting of these funds. The last lawsuit was held
on March 28, 1951. The judge ruled against a carnival on
church‘property and stipulated further that the procesds of
the cash box were to be disposed of by the priest, and not by
the Cacinue. .

| The Conservatives also wish for more forceful leader-

ship from the priest, who, they claim, was afraid of Fieros.
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The Conservatives aasert that Fiero would stend in front of
the church after Sunday mass and Ycuss the priest out"® (tﬁe
priest not being present.33 It 1s said by some that Fiero
"atole the Virgin™, but fhat he was prevented from conpleting
thls act by a female membor of the Roybal faction., I was
unable to verify this incident.

It is significant that each faction claims that mem-
bers of the other are outaiders or "fake Indiens™, Such
statements indicste the lack of an in-group feeling and the
hizh prestige value attached to belng consliderad a genuine

Indian.

33"The custom of the Pueblo governor haranzuing the
peovle after mass has existed in Rio Grande pueblos. (I
believe this still goes on at Jemez at times and probably
elsswhere.} A&lso among Tarahumara, The harangues sup-
posedly deal with village precepts and problems of veorious
kindss" {Doctor Florence Hawley £1lis, personal communica-
tion. :




RELIGICY AXD C3RINONIALISH

This chapter will describe certain of the major cere-
monies and soma of the religious bellefs of present day Tor-
tugas. Also included will be dascriptive material concerning
these cercmonies as they were performed during ths historlec
past. This data, obtained {rom older informants, will iadi-
cate that even in the recent past the trend has been ons of
"~ dropping Indian practices and of conforming increasingly to
Roman Catholic observanca,

No attempt will be made to present the total religicus
complex of Tortugas, fof its relizion at the present time is
prevailingzly Catholic in 6rigntatiou. In this respect Tor-
tugas resembles the neighboring Spanish-imerican villages and

even the acculturated Indian commanities of Mexico. The

religious orgenization, which is an integral part of Tartuzas
governmental structurs, has been described in the preceding}
chapter,

Tortugas, beilng composed of two villages, Guadalupe and
San Juan, and having these two saints as patrons, celebrates
both saintt!s days. Thay are not of equal importance, however,
The Day of San Juan is relatively minor., Guadalupe Day, on
the other hand, 4is the major ceremonizl occasion of the year
and essumes the character of a major cultural focus.

The feast day of San Juan (Saint John the Baptist) cccurs
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on June twenty-fourth, and Tortugas celebrated this event in
1951 after a lapse of twso or three ysars.

Fost of the San Juan Day cersmony, and of'others as wall,
takes place in the Pueblo house, Apparently this house is of
no gréat age. It was built somektime after tha church, which
was completed in 1910 or 1911. Aside from ceremonial use, it
functions as a community hall. It is here that the monthly
pueblo meetings and the social dznces are held.

ThewPueblo Héuse is a long, fectangular adobe structurs,
with a smill rcom at the r=2ar shaped much like the apse of a
church. It is oriented from east to west, with the entrances
to the east. Inside are two woodsn benches running the full
length of the side wzlls. An American flég is in ths center
of the wall opposite the entrancs. On its‘right is a pictura
of Miguel Hidalgo y Castillo, the ilexlcan ravolutionary hero,
and on its left is a picture of Colonel Zuzene van Patten in
military uniform. 4 wooden table in the rsar of the room is
removed for dancing. The door to the rear room is on tha
right~hand or north sids of the wall, There is a fireplace.
inside ths room, While the main room is open ta all, this
smaller back room is considsred a "secret room®, used for
conferences of the Captaina., I did not find that it had any
special name, but two informants stated thet it had some,‘

"Indian namé" which they had forgctten.l

l1n many Rio Gronde pueblos teday 2 rectanzular "commun~
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Tha flesta of San Juan starts at mid-afternoon on June
twenty-fourth and lasts until suneup the next morninz., o=

fore tue dsnce starts, the Captains and wale Mayordamos retirs

into the small room of the fueblo lHouse, when they rs-smorpgs
the Captainé procesd to annoint the fzaces of zll “membersiof
the pusblo™ with paint. The women receive three circular
patches of bright red paint, one on each chsek and one on tha
chin. ¥en's face-painting, done in dark purpls paint, con-
sists of one dlagonal stripe running down each cheek from a
point under ¢he eye nearest the nose. Huring the fiesta which
I observed one small girl received the men's markings. This
was éonsidered a good joke, |
After this, each Captein recsives & ritual hipping {from

the Captain of ¥er. le is struck onces on each leg, evaery blow

. 2
baing accompanied by beating of the drum. He is then handed

ity hall"® of adob2 hes bsen built as a prlace in which to nold
many mestings. It is not sacred and hence perrits activities
and evan tyres of speech and dﬁess not permitted in ths kiva.

The Lueb?o ilouza of Tortargas a‘vo P“nctlons gomawnat as
does the big kiva, or round lousu of Is=leta, inas sruch 25 1%
is used for dances invelvinz ths entire village. Hee Howlay,
Big Eivas, p. 227,

It 2lso tekass over a funcetion of the Islets molety
houses in that it is usod for storamge of fisata muterials.

The smazll secret room in tha back further complicates
the picturs. It may well reproscent the old kiva,

2a3tual whipping 4s also found st Isleta. Hore 1t 1s
uzed for the initietion of “arendiathers® by the Jscicues. Tae
grandfathers cirry a yucea blace whip. Sass Farsons, +v*eta,
pp. 203-4. The granorsthers »ay use the waip for curing.
whipping ig also found in conjunction with penance snd junish-
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the vara, or switch, with which he was bezaten. He carriss
this for the rest of the dsnce. ‘when asked why the ritual
whipping was administered, ons info;mant stated; "This is to
make him understand thst he must respact that stick he gets
and gst a2fter the other ones,”

The verag are constructed of one long braﬁch; The twigs
with the leaves still on them ars bound upwards upon the main
shaft, These switches rust not be cut off the tree, but broken
off, They are the Captains! iﬁsignié of office.3

Cne of ﬁhe Captains then makes announcements. Zach ann-
ouncement is‘followed by rapid beating on ths drums.

The denczs of the afterncon are the typz known in Tor-
tuzas as "Indian dances", Most of the dancers are boys and
young women. Some of the boys ars not as big as the bows they

carry. All of ths dancers are seated towards the front of the

ment, Parsons, Islata, p. 287. Parrish, Z1 Paso Times, Juns
14, 1951, p. 15, states for Isleta del Sur, "The tribal gov-
ernor, Tomas Granillo, and his two captains administered the
traditional two lashes with a willow switceh to each nmamber,

adults and childrsn alike.... 7They are administered 2s pen-
ance for favors received during the yeasr from Saint Anthony.”

3”Vara”, an o0ld Sparish term for a rod which was used
for measurcnment, has taken on the meaning of a rod, switchn,
or walp which is carried by officers to siznify their author-
ity and to cenforce disciplins. [Fewkes, Puecblo Settlaments,
p. 05, notes a baton or staff of oifice present at Islsta del
Sur for all officers., In this case there is a cross affixad
to ths head, reminding one of the cuiote carried on the Tor-
tugas Mountain pllgrimage. The fecture of ¢ cross atop the
vara, on which oaths are administered, is noted in Velasques,
Spanish Dictiomary, 1948, :
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room, opposita the entrance. The female drncers are seat=ad on
the south side, while the male dancers sit on the north., The
Captains sit on thé northwest side. |

In 1951, the special women's costume was worn by only
five women, mostly younz. Tha costumé consists of 2 black
dress with satin ribbon trim, a white blouss worn under i%,
and a white velil., Head streamers, of many colors, are attached

with either a hair-bow, a ribboa headbarnd, or a tiera, and are

worn to mide-calf lenzth. I observed a tiara made of silver

tinsel, One old woman wore beaded mocczasing at the perform-

~ance:Il witnessed, while the rest of the women wore their usual

fo:)tg»ear'.lF

The men wear no special costume, They dance with a bow
and two arrows in the left hand and a gourd rattie in the vrizght.
Thess rattles are painted in red, with feathers at the top of
the gourd and a2t the bottom of the handle, The rattle is at=-

tached to the wrist with a thong.

hThe black dress is no doubt en econowmicel adaptaticn of
the valuable hand-woven woolen manta generally found in the
pueblogs, ¥Fictures token of this udznce in 1907 show the cosw-
tume to be ezssntielly unchanged. Fhotographs publishad in
the E1 Paso Timesn of Junc 1L, 1351 of csremonies hsld the pre-
vious day at Isletez del Sur show a costume substzntially tas
sama, Thoe men carry a bow and a rattle, the women carry
arrows.,

£t Islsete in the Christmas dances the men carry a bow
in the left hand and a rattle in the right. See Parsons,
Isleta, p. 303. &t Sa2nta Clara and Tesuque, men carry a bow
in the left hand and a gourd rattle in the right in the Conm-
enche Dances. Sees Parsons, Tewa, pp. 215-16.
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The dancing is done to the accompaniment of a large drum
and a men's chorus singing Tiwa chants. The drum 1s held by
three men, who bsat the instrument with all théir strength,
making the small Pueblo House reverberate. Men drift in and
out of the chorus, but there ars usually six or more men in it
at any one tima.

4 Tiwa lanzuage, belonging to the Tanoan stock, was for-
merly spoken in Tortugas. Todey it survives only in thess
chants accompanying the "Indian dances™, BSven in this case
it is not intelligible to either the chantefs or the listen-
ers, 4n Isleta informant who has heard thsse perform#nces
states that these chants are indeed in & Tiwa langueage. They
- are, howaver, made up of bits znd pieces of existing songs,
compressed and thrown together, |

Fach dance set consists of three dznees. In the first
two each woman follows behind her male partner; in the last.
each woman is at the man's left, and the dancers move in a
hollow sguare. The men's step in all of the dances is a hop,
often with a backward slide on ths weighﬁ-bearing foot.‘ The
women carry &an unarmed arrow in each hand, gripped near the
tip. In the first two dances of a sot ths arrows are moved
alternately, first one down and then the other. In the last
dancae they are moved down simultaﬁeously, but in three dis-
tinct moverments, corrasponding with thz beat, On the fourth

beat they ara moved back to the upright position. #hile danc-
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ing, the women usually gaze fixsdly at the feet of their male
partners. At other times they gaze Just as fixedly ahead at
the ground., The chanters are likewise expgressionless,

Two couples dences st a time, proceeding throuzh the set
of three dances, ‘Then one of the Captains collects the bows
and arrows from ths boys, and another collects the arrows
from the girls. Thay then hand these to the pairs who will
dancse the next sét. They are never refused and are accephed
- without visible’éﬁotion. | R A . |

During the entire afternoon refreshments are sold cut-
side the Pueblo House. Coca-Cola is sold at five cents, and
sandwiches donated by the ladies are sold at {ifteen cents,
It is not knﬁwn what is done with the procseds from this sale.
There are some free refreshwents linside,

.%hile the dancing is proceeding some of the men gather
in the smail back room of the Pueblo House, Here there is |
Tokay wine, home-made cookies, candies, aﬁé soft drinks.5
Alcohol méy be consumed only in this room and may not be‘éaf-
ried into the main room or outside. As the evening wears on,
some men become intoxicated. o

| At about 5:15 P.M. 21l present march to the church in

-a body, led by the dancers and singers, with the drum in the

5This may bs a reflection of the practice in other cue=-
blos of using the kiva as a men's club house and a place where
the men are ted during cance intermissions.
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forefront. On the way the rattles are shaken and the chorua
chants., Wwhen the church ground is reeched, the wen remove
their hats, Then three rows of dancers, the chorus, and the
drummers advance very slowly toward the front of the church.
Here the chorus disassociates itself froa ths rest. Then
there are more dance sets of the type performed in ths Pusblo
House, an exception being that in tﬁis case the two dancing
couples in the center are accompaniad by the other dancers.

At 5:45 the dancers go iﬁto the ehurceh and renmain for
seven minutes., Then some of the spsctators enter, whileithe
dancers march back.

At 6:00 they dance in front of the chapel, repeating
their previous moverments in front of the éhurch, including
the slow advance énd the dance sets with two couples.

| This chapel (Czpilla} was built in 1949 as the result
of a vow, replacing a small house to the euast of the Pueblo
House where the image of the Virgin wes formerly kept. The
chapel has no seats. It is kept clean and whitewashed regu-
'1arly, as 1s the Pucblo House,

When the dancers arrive, the doors to ths chapel are
openad. There are candles burning around ﬁhe image and many
vflowers.- A rosary iz said, apparently led by s Qoman. Hymns
are then sung in Spanish. In 1951 the service.lasted from .
6117 until 6:45, DBecause all the people canuot be accommo~

dated in ths tiny chapel, many kneel on the ground fanwise
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around the entrance, After the service, some peopls ro into
the chapel. I observed one man, one of the singers who had
also been the most vigorous of the dancers, go in and later
emergs weeping. In ganeral, the women ceme out laughing; the
men appeared to be moved,

Upon the feturn of tha celebrants to the Pueblo Houss a
round dance is held. &ll of the people, including the chorusg,
move counter-clockwisa in tha circle. ’Dinner, consistimg of
sandwiches and Cocz-Cola then 1s purchased. After dinner
there is another group of Indian dances, lasting for aboui an
hour. At zbout eight olclock thefe is an announcemsent thet
the Baile de 0lla is about to start, and the girls change
their costumes. )

The Bailla é= 011la, named for the pottery water drum

which is one of its features, is the social dance of Tortugass.
I was told that because the traditional glla was broken, a

smaller drum of ths usual hollow-log type had been substi-

tuted.6 Two men chant the words, allegedly in Tiﬁa, whilie

6 wkes, Pueblo Settlements, mentlons that at Isleta
del Sur the nlla i3 considered a seculsr drum, while the
hollowad log drum is used for sacred purposes,. Huri, Tore
tuzas, Dp. 114, states, FThe old drum forms an important sart
of the Tiwa cersmonias. Unce every tiarsze nmonths the Cacinsue
*tfeeds' the drum in nis home. On flew Years' fve a more
elaborate ceremosny for the drum is held. The faglinrue re-
fused to reveal all the details of the drum cersononiss,. te
did stats, however, that the 'feeding! consists of blowing
cizaratte swmoke into the hole in the side of the drum. he
drunm is considered scered by the Coheiona, to the sxteant that
hs was not willing o sell 1%." Tnis iollows Isleta practice.
Parsonsg, Isleta, p. 251, notes that sacrosanct objects zary
amoked.
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one of them plays the drum. The basic rhythm is two beuts
with variations. The men line up on the north side of the
Fueblo Bouse, while an equal number of women form a line on
thg south. Throughout mest of the dance one line merely faces
the other and kseps time by clapping. One of ﬁhe Coptains
leads the group being at the end of the men's line. Certain
patterns are described by couples (see figure 4 ). This ap-
pears to be the entire repertory of the Baile de Clla, There
is a good deal of confusion, with exchéﬁging of ﬁlaces and ”
inadvertant mixing of partners. Partners are not chosen; but
apparantly obtained st random. There is, howeVer:,a way in
which a girl can select a partner., The zen 1ine ﬁp first,

As can be seen from the figure, if a certain man, for exanrle,
is fifth from the rizht end, the girl who has lined up fifth

from her ricnt end will become his partner and will remain sc
whenever a parther fizure is ezrecuted. However, in the ensu-

ing confusion, one can rarely keep a partner for the whole

dance., The Bails de Olla usually lasts until sunrise. It is

also given at other times during the year, In 1950 3t was

held on the Saturday following the Guadalupe fiesta.7

7in Isleta informant who is femiliar with Tortugas states
that the 3zile ds Dlla is the sama as the Isleta Honch, or Com-
anche Dance. Tarsons, isleta, p. 205, mﬂntiona this a Uan in
passing, stating thet it is performed each Saturday night and
is 21lso donced by the Towa.

The house Danca (Fewkes, fueblo Settleme nts, pe 67) of
Isleta del & par“Jlals the Tortugas p2ile dz 01lla in ths use
of an olla a*un indoors. His descristions of tas dance [ijures
show a marked similarity to thoss of Tortugas.




Daiim Jin oila FLFUnad

S EfA FACANWANFAYAWAN o

JAN

| WNe
OO 4 * O
A o R B P F N U O
shoulder

rigit nhanl on woman's

L
- - - . —~ 1~ o A Y E 2R ~ e —~ " -
nnoes rrodwnris o o Sinal Tlzurs. nan S .13 arn
= ! P R s I
srcund Fartner's ohouller




99

In former times & ritual bath was taken in the Rio Cran-
de on San Juan Day after the Indian dances. HMen and women
bathed together. Branches used in the dancing were throwm
into the river., At this time also the Indians c¢cut their hair
with an axe. It is said that the Indiens had besutiful hair
because they cut it only once s year.8

The major ceremony of the year centers around the Virgin
of Cuadalupe. The saint's day (Diz do Guadalunpe), December
twelfth, 1s the closing day of a thrée day ceremecnial, for
which ths dancers have been practicing since about the first
of November.

9

Hurt” states that ths ceremcnles start at five 4.1, on
December tenth, when the image of the Virgin is taken from the
chapal to the Pueblo House. In 1951, howsver, the ceremony

started at six P.M. This first nizht ceremony, veriously

8Ritual baths and hair-washing or cutting appear to be-
general in the Southwest. &Among both Yagui and Fayo a ritual
bath in a river is taken on June 24, the day of San Juan.
Fspecially among the Mayo, this observance is described as
‘definitely having o connection with the saint. It no doubt
is daerlved from the concept of baptism associated with thils
saint, OJee Beals, Cahitz, p. 144 and p. 156. fitucl bzthing
not associated with 3an Juan is to bs found at Isleta (Pare
sons, isleta, pp. 2856-7) and among the Tewa (Pzrsons, Tewa,
Pe 250) as a purification rite.

Concerning hair-cutting, Dr. Florence Hawley Ellis
states, “The rojoaque Indians used to braid their hair and
cut off the braids with an axe. I don't know whether this
is a Pueblo or Mexican custom.® {(Personal communication},

9Hurt, Tortugas, p. 114,
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10 Tha

known as ¥slorlo, Bel-r, or "Jake", lasts until <dswn.
picture of the Virgin is brought from the chapel to the Pueblo
House during the evening, and is kept there all night. Ros-
aries are saild, mostly by the women. A large fire 1ls made |
outside of the Pueblo House, and it is hers that the men gather
for warmth and male companionship. A large tree is brought in
by fifteen men for this purposs. ¥hile the rbaaries are being
sald, twelve gauge shotguns are dischargéd after every ten
YHail ¥Marys" and one "Our father™, as is the Mexican custou.
Candales are 1lit on t&e roof of the Fusblo House and the chapel.
Thesse are the candles bqrning in paper sacks filled with sand

that in northern ¥New Mexico are known as luminarioz or farop-

litos (littie lanterns). It was said by an older inglo in-
formant that tha candelas were introduced into southern New
Hexico by the.people of Tortugas.

During the night the lMetechine dances are performad in
the ?ueblo House. These dances will be described in a latesr
section.

’December eleventh 1s mainly occupied with the pllgrimaze

to the top of [HSIIIEIEGgNgNgN :t dovn the ceremony 21 ilva

1

108panish—&mericans of Hew Mexlco distingulsh between
Yelorios de S=zntos, which ars thanksgiving offerings for {avors
racaived or votive oficrings for favors expected, and Veloriss
de difunto, wakes for the dead, wnlch were like wakes for ths
saints in most respscts. (%hite, Los Hispanos, pp. 13-18).
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is given preceding the ascent of the mountain. This ceremony

1

is largely in the hands of the Xotechine dancers, who have
been active during the nizht. Ths picture of the Virzin is

taken from the Pueblo House to ths church. The pzoples carry

lighted candles and sing hymns as they zaccompany ier.

411 who wish to escend the mountaln register at the
Pueblo House. When the pilgrims reacn the foot of the mounw
tain, the group is divided into three parts. One group ¢iimbs
tha center of ths mountsin, while the remaining two groups -
ascend the gides. ‘

The c¢climb 1s a rigorous one. The mountain is steep and
rough, with much loose rock, HNevertheless there are some who
vow to c¢limb barefooted. Hany df those who make ths asceﬁﬁ
have been ewake throughout the previous night for ths Velorio
and the Matechine dances., This pllgrimage is by no mesans
limited to the people of Tortugas. aAnyone who wishas may )
join the procession end many Spanish-imerican people from all
over tho Mesilla Valley make the climb., Also, many Tortugés‘
peopla who have settled elsewhere return for the occasion.
Threejhundred and éighty~six reople made the ascent in 1951,
Hurt,%l quoting the ﬁlbuqﬁarque Journal for December 13, 1940,
states that three hundred people mads the pilgriméga that year.

The years just after the second world war seem to have attract-

1lhurt, Tortusgas, p. 115,
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ed an unususl numbef of pilgrims. Many servicemen or their
relatives vowed to climb the mountain if they werse saved ffom
death, During these years between six and saven hundred peo-
ple mads the climb.

3cst people attempt the pilgrimege as the result of a
vow. The motives to fulfill this vow at all costs are very
strong. Cne very old woman said, "I'm going up the mountain
if I have to drag mysélf.” The people who climb barefooted
tear their feet on the rocks. Tnose who are ill are helped
up the mountain. JSome individuals of the older generation
feel that the younger people do not take the pllgrimage sar-

iously enough and that the standards of deportment have boen

relaxed. Cne man szid, "Now they just don't c¢sre., I it's
cold or snowy, they wou't go. If it's a promiss, you just
have to go."® ‘This men claims thet now "they 8ll get drunk.”
This 1s far from the truéh. He said, "Now the girls and
women go up Jjust for a good time." Some older people feel
that it is wrong for women to dress for the pilgrimage in
"socks and slacks” and claim that this has occurred only since
ths administration of ?iero. Formerly men and woman were not
allowed any soclal intercourse while ascending thz mountain;
"a woman could only hand a man his lunch.” The people carry
thelr lunches and water bottles under thsir arms,

It is the responsibility of the Captains to keep order

in their respective groups. They cerry thelr varas, or switch-
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es, and do not hesitate to use them, especlally on children,
oftsn to the merriment of ths onlockers. On the way up the
mountain, wood is gathered for tha luminsrios, or bonfirss,
and these ara laid to be lizhted on the r:iescent.j‘2 The older
neople say that fuel is much secarcer now than it was when
they were youung.

The summit of the mountain is resachsd shortly after noon.

13

At this time all knsel in prayer and then eat. Hurt asserts

that there is a shrine to the Virgin of Guadalupe on top of

DO Until the descent, the people pray and

sing and occupy themselves in making guiotes snd coronas to

be offered to the Virgin later that night. The cuiote is a

>staff varlously descrlbed as "a pole to hel P them down the
11

mountain,” and "a czne like shepherds use, only dscorated,n™™

The stalk is made of vucea elata. white blades of sotol

{Dasylirion wheeleri) are tied to thils stalk. These are oft-

en carved in the shspe of 2 cross or a cross is cut into then.

Fruiting stalks of bear grass {Holina microcarpa) are also

12?uminarioq are to be found generally throuzhout the
pueblo and cpznien-imerican Southwest and in Yvﬂlco, espe-
ci2lly in connection with Cuadalupe Day end Christmas., The
custom is apparently of Spenish origin: "0On the Day of the
Conception, vacember 8, a fire—-lum*p: io~~is made in a
brazlier outside of the Cathedral and outside of the Lhurch
of the Conception at ralma, Zalearics; and the custom of
luminarios is found, I eam told, in Southern Spain.® (Par-
sons, opanish Lleme nts, 1ootnote, p. 591).

lBHurt, Tortugas, p. 115.

Lecoe page 3, footnote 2,
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attached to the cuiote. The coronas are wreaths or crowms
worn by men and women., They are made of sotol blades, often
cruciforn, and someti:zes of bear zrass and creosote bush (Lar- _

reva tridentatal.

At the summit a fire is lighted which is called the
"general fire™. At dusk the luminarios, which wera set on
the way up, are lit as the people start the descent., The

"major fire" (lumbrs najor) is located on the valley floor

about a quarter of a mile from the pueblo. This is the rally-
ing roint where the parties meet, the officers report, and
ths ceremonial approach to the pueblo begins, Formerly a
string of lights was set.op Mount Picacho, which rises about
one thousand feet from the valley f£loor four miles west of
Las Cruces., The luminarios are considered by the peopls to
be an Indian custom. Many of the inglo-American people of
the area think that they are set to light the Virgin down to
earth. Indian informents, however, consider them to function
as an invitation to all who can see them to join in the festi-
vities. |

After tha descent has been completed, the singers lezd

the group from the lumbre major to the village. The women

are in a column on the left and the men in a column on the
rigat as they approach the Pueblo House. Four times the sing-
ers knock on the Pueblo House door, lead a group around, and

then return, These groups consisted of about ten men and ten
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women in 1951. I wasg told thot formerly the entire group of

pllgrims made this ceremounlal approach, The muiotes snd gor-

cnas arse then stacked beside the rueblo House door. These
are considered to be a sacrifice to the Virgin, A& supper is
given those who psarticipated in the pilgrimage at the casa
de cozida, or refreshment house.

A clear-cut example of change from Indian religion to

Roman Catholic practice czn be cited in the case of the [l
B »il-rivaze.  As has been described, several

hundred people now make the pilzrimace up [z TN
durinz the Guadalupe fiesta. This, however, was not always
the case. Formerly, only the Abuelos, or sacred clowns, mads
the ascent. The Abuelos were instructed by the Caclniz at
,é?%his house, and started frem thera. It was the.duty of the

Cacique and ¥ayordomos to provide a lunen for the fibuclo group

when they reached the top of the mountain., Fires were set

and prayers wore sald to the four dirsctions. On their ro-
turn from the journey, the sbualos gathered at a large fire

at tha bottom of the mountain, From there they marchsd to
anothér fire which was 1it baside an o0ld brick house on Xan-
sas Street in Las Cruces, At this place they were met by the
war Captain, his staff, and the Cacisue., From here the group
went to the Caciéﬁa's house, A ceremony with singing was held,

welcoming the Abuslos home. The group then went to Saint Gen-

evieve's Church in Las Cruces in order to give thanks to the
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Virgin of Guadalupe for thelr safe return. They resturnsd to
the housa of the Caclrue, whare supper was furnished by him
and the Mavordorog. Then some went home, while othars stayed

for the Insaya ileal, or General Fractice,

The form of the lizhts is of some interest. In the old
days ths {ires were set in the four directions, One of thes
lights was placed on the other side of the mountain, whare it

was not visible from Tertugas or Las Cruces. This arrangement

of the lights apparently suzgestad the form of the’cross. Tha
practice at present is to lizht strings of fires in the cross
fornm so thatAthe entire arrangement of fires is visible frem
the villiage, Aﬁ the time of this writer's visit, three strings
of‘lights correspending to the three groups making the aacent
were 1lit, as shown in figure 5, facing p. 105.

During the afternoon of [ecembar eleventﬁ, tho ﬁzﬁeca
déncers parade their altar of the'Virgin of Guadalupes through .
the streets of the village, which are aluost deserted,

The Enssya Real, or Genmeral Practice, starts at about

one o'clock on the morning of December twelfth in the Pueblo
House. This consists of sets of "Indian dances® performed
witholt special costume. Dance practice begins on the first

of Kovember snd ends with the Ensaya Real.

December twelfth, the last day of the flesta, is the
actual saint's day. Throughout the day, the three dance

groups of Tortugzas perform. One of the groups provides the
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"Indien dances", which have besn dascribed in connection with
the obsarvanca of tha day of fan Juan, The other two, the
Matechines and the fzteca groups, will be describsd here.

The ¥Faotechine deance has been performesd ever since the
oldest members of the pugblo can remember. It 1s considered
by the people of Tortuzgas to be part Indlan and part Mexican.
The ¥atechine dance, like the Indian dances, 1s regardsd as
indigenous to Tortugas, as opposed to ﬁhe Anteca dance, which
is considered as imported.

The Katochine‘dance, found throughout Mexico and the

Southwest, varies little in basic form from villaze to village.

Constants are: the presence of ibusloes, a Halinche who repre-
sents purity and must be protectéd by Monarca, the dance leud=-
er., The performance is accompanied by vialins or'guitars and
often by a drum., The FMaotzchine dancers carry wands znd rate
tles, wear an elaborate headdress and a mask covering the low-
er half of the face. The ibuelos also wear masks. The dance
formation consists of two parzllel lines of Hatechine with
Yonarca and i2linchs in the middle, Ths ibuclos edjust cos-
tumes and assist the dancers. A
The dance 1is Moorieh in originls and was probably intro-

- 16
duced into New Mexico by followers of Onate in 1593.

15Hawley, Dance of the Devil Chasers, p. 16.
16Parsons, Pueblo Religion, p. 852,
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According to informents, the Tortugas group formerly
was corposed of twelve iiatechine dancers, a onarca, two Ial~
inches, an Abuelo, a fiddler, and an impsersonator of the ivil
One (ths devil)., In 1951, when I observed the parformances,
the company was increassed to eizhteen Mateching dancers and
five iallnches, but the Evil One was eliminated.

The costume of the iatechine dancers consists of a busi-

ness suit, or trousers and Jacket, to which all of the other

elenents are sdded., %White leggings with friﬁges 6f lace
around them are pinned on the men's trousers starting at:about
the knee and reacning down to the cuff, An apron, sttached at
the belt, is worn in ths front, coming from beneath the jacke
and extending below the knees, This apron, procured in Hexico,
has @ plcture of the Virgin of Guadalupe printed on it, and
very often has a floral border. Pictures vaken in 1507 show
a pléin white apron or a florasl printed one. A colored ribbhon
sash 1s worn over the shoulder, usually the right, and is
fastened ﬁear the waist. A hat is worn, patterned after a
bishop's niter. This is of white cloth, although early pic-
tures Indicate that it wes formerly colored. Loops attached
to the visor extend before the man's eyes. Hirrors, colored
"glass Jewels, and small religious éictures are sewed to the
front of the hat, The face is masked with a colorad scarf
sorn just below the eyes and tied at the back of the head.

with the mask and the hat on, only a man's eyes are visible,
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In the left hand 1is carrled a palma. This is a framework of
wood covered with paper flowers shaped mich like a smali |
tennis racket, with a cross in fhe loep. Some of the loops
are heart-shaped, with the indented part away from the han-
dle.l7 A marraca rattle from Mexico, covered with tinsel or

paper flowers,. is carried in the right hand. Ordinary street

shoes are worn with the costume.

The Honarca, the leader of the group, wears the regular

Matechins costume but is distinguished by hié hat and wand.
His hat is shaped like a king's crown, with & headband aﬁd»
two crossing loops meeting at the apex and a cross in the can-
ter.

The violiﬁist wears an ordinary business suit, Ths
small girls impersonating ialinchs are dressed much as they
would dress for first Communion. They wear white dresses,
stockings znd shoes, and a white hat and veil. Since the
weather is cold, they often wear eithar g sweater or coat
with a ribbon sash over the shoulder. They carry a tinsel or
paper flower-coverad marraca rattle, such as that used by the
men, The Evil Onse waafs an overcoaﬁ and a white false-face.
Ons of the ibuelos, in plain clothes, acts with the onarca

4n lesading the group. He carries a coiled whip.

177his wand is the same shape as that used by the
Tarzhumara. See Bennett and Zingg, Tarahumara, p. 299 and
plate 1lb. ' A
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The dance’is executad to the accompaniment of a violin.
Shotguns are freqguently discharged during the performance.
The step consists of placing each foot twice and executiag
two beats with it on cach placement, Then the dancers move
on znd fepeat.

Thas HMHatechine performesnce must be considered as & dance
drama. ¥%hen the Zvil One i3 included in the dance, it is the
duty of the Ipnarca znd the ibuelo to protect Halinche from
him by interposing their bodies betweén thea. Formerly the
ibuelo whipped the Evil One with his long lash, znd this may
explalin the inclusion of a2 heavy overcoat in the costume of
the devil ixzpersonator., There is some feeling that Monarca
is protecting not only ¥alinche but Ythe whole. bunch?,

'The performanca has various symbolic significances for
the Tortuzsnos., 4s one man sald, "They used to get them Ind~
‘ians with brizht ribvbons and trinkets, and that's why they'rs
wearing them. It means good will. They're trying to make
friends.” The daznce is said to represent a journey with the
bullding of a church as the last step. One wan told me, “They
all gét tozether to build 3 church. The Fonsrca 1s in front.
411 of the rest couwdine to make a steeple.® The people inter-
pret the Hatechine performance as a dramatization of the con-
quest of Moxico and the establishment of the Catholic Church
on this continent by the Spanish. One informant told me that

the dance is in honor of Juan Diego: "It belongs to that guy
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the Virgin appeared to. His tribe used to dance it,®

tiany of the Yztechine dancers perform as a result of a
vow to the Virgin of Guadalupe. 4n alternative name for the

¥atechine performance is los Danzantes {the dancers).

In 1951 the perform=ucse was much abbreviated.  Conse-~
guently, some of the mors conservative members of the pueblo
were dissatisfied. One ran said, "There's too much missing
hera. There's only one part., This isn't the complete thiﬁg..
I think they lost their wordinz. It's over four huadred vears
old,” . &

The Azteca dance was introduced into Tortugss in 1925
by the lete Juan Pachesco, a native of MHexico. Those who knew
him say that he was an Indian, but they do not know the locale

from which he came or his tribcl affilistion. His grandsorn,

Juan Pacheco, is an Azteca dancer now. A reporter for a Lus

Cruces newspaper told me that young Juan, wnen interviewad;f

wanted to be listed not as an Indian but as "Mexicano¥, N
The Azteca performance is considered in Tortugas_aé a{

¥exican dance, and apparently it is dance& nmainly by men cof

Hexican birth. The name 1s said to refer, as one man put. it,

"to M"another tribe, in Mexico", Although the fztecs dance is

regarded as entirely different from the iztechine dance, it
is patently a latechine performance.
The Azteca group have thelr own zltar to the Virgin of

Guadalupe, and they poriorm at the side of the church while
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other dances are in progress.

- The dancer's costume consists of fringed legzings and
an elaborate feather headdress much like that of Flains Ind-
ians, worn with or wlthout a visor. Sometimes a sequined or
embroidered vest is worn. A gourd rattle is held in the right
hand, with the gourd facing downward rather than upward as in
the Matechine dance. In the left hand a noise-making instru-
ment in the form of a bow and arrow is carried. The bow is
drilled 1n the middle to receive the arrow, which is perma-
nently attached to the string, The arrow has a thick wo&den
stop which strikas the back of the bow when it is released,
making a clacking sound., Ordinary footwear is worn. Cne
Malincha takes part in the performanbe, dressed as in ths
Matechine dance.

One man, more elaborately dressed than tho others, func-
tions as ths dance le&der.18 The dance consists of a seriles
of‘advancas and retreats to the altar, with obsisances. Izl-
‘inche is ied to the altar by the dance leader. The perforamance
is accompanied by a violin gnd a drum played with two baztars.

Two clowns ﬂake part in ths performance., Both kear white
fur masks. One mask has éired light-bulb for a nosze. <{nz of -
the clowns carries a short leather thong attached to the end

of a stick. The other has a kit bag slung over his shoulder.

1BThis man is obviously Monarca.
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‘These clowns are the delight of the crowd. Their humofous
end ceustic comments never fail to elicit laughter. Other
buffoonery includes such acts as dancing with a child's doll
and tackling gach other.l9 ) |

) , 2
According to Hurt, 0 three songs early in the wmorning

symbolize the three days of the fiesta, Breakfast is supplied

at the casa ds comida by the outgoing Havordomos on this the
last, and most important day of their yzar-long administrdivion.

Bigh Mass iz sald at nine A.¥. in ths Tortugas church. At noon

on Dscember twelfth lunch is glven at the gsna de comida by
ths retiring layordozos, after which dancing is resumad again

by all three groups.

At three P.X. the Matschine and “Ind}an“.dancers advance
toward the church. The first row consists of the Indizan done-
ers, with men and women alternating. The second row contains
the Matechinas daencers, and the third row the chorus. Then the
Indian dances are performed in front of the ehurch. The men
line up to the left of the church entrance and the women to
the rigzht, with the chorus behind them, directly opposite the

entraﬁce. The Mztechines alizn themselves on either side of

1

lgklthough it is not known if these fAzteca clowns are
referred to as sibuclosa, they very clesrly relate to the llaxe-
jican Abuslos, See rarsons and Beals, Sacred Clowns, p. 502,
referring to the Yaqui-Mayo.

20

Hurt, Tortugas, p. 1l5.
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the entrance behind both the Indian dancers and the chorus.
In thls way they pay tribute to the Virgin before bringing
Her image out in the proceéssion. Heanwhlle, the Azetca group
1s still dancinz with their image of the Virgin at the side
of the church., A shotgun is fired at the end of each dancs
set. Tha shooting is believed to be a protection for the
Virgin., 7The Indian dancers then arrange themselves in four
groups, two of men and two of women. According to the older
people the groups are daﬁcing to the four winds, although the
cross formation in which they end is aligned northeast, south-
east, northwest, southwsst, I was told that it made no differ-
ence which way the dancers were eligned. The {inal formation
found the men disposed toward the southeasﬁ and southwest,
while the women's filez pointed northezst and northwest. This
apparently is a deparﬁure from the former procedure in which
the men were all in cne row and the women 1a the other. After
the Indian dances, the Vatechine group perfornm.

At four P.M. a procession forms and the image of the
Virgin 1s carrlied arcund the Fueblo House and hack. AllLl three
types of dancers escort the Virgia, while the spectators follow.
Two men walk beaide the altar with shotzurs. Helpers carrying
blank shells aild them in reloading, and they fire as fast as
possible., This procession appears to mark the change in Mayor-
doros. The image is taken back to the church, where it re-

mains until Hew Year's Day, when it 1s returned to the chapel.
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it five o'clock refreshments are served in the cusa da
cs&ida by the incoming Mavordomos. Both the }Matechine and tha
Indian groups dance at this tire, 3oda pop and wine ars served.
They then return to the Pueblo House and dancs again. Speaches
are givén by the President of the pueblo, thanking those who
took part in the fiesta. The Hetechiﬁas dance again, and the
Guadalupe fiesta 1s over for another year,

‘The last ceremonial hunt was held in 1948. The lapse
of this rite was attributad to a shortagexof game;' These ann-~
uzl hunts were usually held on a Sunday following tha Guadalups
fiesta., Anyone, male or female, was welcome to take part.
Statements by Anglo informents that only Indians were alloﬁed
on the hunt were visorously denied., ; 7 B

Hurtzl

notes that coremonial preparétions preceded tﬁe
hunt. Although some of my informants denied this, I beliéve
“that Hurt is probably correct. One old lady, acknowlegedib#
all to be an Indian; told wme that ceremoniasl cigarettes Qére
smoked at mestings before the hunt, the participantsAgathéred
in the Caeique's house and seng hunting songs and 80NgLS ;d‘the
foﬁr directions, and that ﬁo drums or rattles were used."He
asserts further that for the next week the hunters praﬁtiééd
“running in the hills to prepare themselves physically. -

& "smoke",zzfor bonfire, was 1lit on the morning of the

ZlHurt, Tertugas, vp. 116-117.

22At sunrise of the Isleta rabbit hunt the Hunt Chief
built a small fire, the srtoke of which wis supposed to bliad
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hunt in order to notify the people. This fire was set on a
hill on the ranch of a Mr. Isaacs.

At eizht o'clock in the wmorning the psople gathered at
the "smoke", The Caclgue gave hils orders and the rules of the
hunt, and the party left at nine o'clock. Wagons wers sent to
the place wvhere the party was to stop for the nocon meal.

The hunt itself was a drive. The men lined up in rows
end shouted, in order to frichten and confuse the rabbits.
Rabbits wers either shot with a bow and arrow or killed with
sticks thrown at them. The sticks wers made of mesquite,
either straight or slightly curved. Some of the men even
threw stones. The men were not allowed to carry firesarms, and
the Czacicue warned those who used the bow and arrow to be #ery
cautious, Some men took dogs which were traired to catch and
hold rabbits. A rabbit caught by a dog could be claimed by
the first person who reached it. | , '

The first woman to reach a rabbit that had been killed
by any man claimed it. The man could not refuse to relinquish

it. The woman pald at the rate of three tortillas or two em-

kgeﬁades for every rabbit. The emueﬁades, a type of pie, were

usually made with dried peaches, pumpkins, or apples, This

payment took place at the noon meal. The women carried sticks

the rabbits to prevent them from running far. The Hunt Chief
obtained the firebrand from the house of the Town Chief, or
Cacinug. (Parsons, Isleta, p. 335).
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but were not allowad to throw them. They could, however, uss

their sticks for killing wounded raobbits, If & woman adminis-

tered the gcoup de grace to a wounded rabbit, it was hers with-
out paynent,

After lunch the hunt continued until about six o'clock
in the evening. The wagons went ghead, stopping at certain
places and waiting for the hunters. At the last stop of the
wagons the men were paid for the afternoon's rabbits. Ths
: annualkrabbit hunt was onz of the most keenly experilenced o
pleasures that the people had. The hunters ran "like liztle
kids through ths sand and bushes and eyerything--lots of fun."23

Very little is known of the deer hunt. Sometimes ﬁwo or.

three deer were killed. They werae brought to thes Cacisus, who

divided the meat. Part was given to ths facigue, and the rest

- was divided among the Captains. The only persons who partici-
pated in the hunt were the Captains and two or three other men.

Los Pastores was one of & number of autos or miracle i

230ccurrances of communal rabbit hunt are found throuzh-
out the Southwest. Parsons tells of the hunt at Isleta, p. 330
ff., Underhill, Workaday Life, pp. 67-8, Parsons, Tewa {or Sunta
Clara and 3an Juan, pp. 133-5, white, Zanta Ana, ppe. 295~H5. Ses
also Hill, Agricultural ang ilunting rethods, pp. 170-1.

In wost of these cases a raboit stick of the false boom=-
erang tyrps was used. The Hunt Chief addressed thz hunters be-
fore the hunt and cautioned them to bts caraful not te injure
one another. A circle was Tormed and ths drive beszan, -oman
who saw a rabbit 211 mirsht claim it, pavment beins made later
to the hunter in tho form ¢f prepared food. At Isleta and
Tortucas the game of the first driva belonged to the Cagicus,
At Isleta the second and third drive were also given to oiii-
cars. 1t 13 not known if this was the case at Tortusgas. The
duties of the Hunt Chief ware assumed by the Cacicue at Tore
tugas. It wes he who cautioned thoa hunters,

g 2
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plays introduced by Spanish priesta in the ssventeenth and
early eizhteenth centuries into Fexico and the Southwest,

The purpose of these plays wss to instruct the natives in the
Roman Catholic religion.za It is the only zuto known to have

been presented &t Tortugas. Los Pastores, concerned with the

birth of Jesus, was glven at Christmas time. At Tortugas the
audience beat rhythms on the floor with a stick. This play
is no longer given at Tortugas, and it is not known when the
last performance was held, |

A bolief in witcheraft appears to be general in Tortu-~
gas, although it is usually prefaced by protestations of'dis-
belief. Onerlder woman told me that she did not believe in
witches or know anything aﬁout theam. At a later dats, when
asked if thers were any witches in Tortugas, she sald, %o,
Those rellows,héven't got them.” %Wwhen told by the writer
that he had heard of two, she replisd, ™Ho. They were no more
witches than I am. They said she had & moon and a star on her
head. She was a Mexican from old Mexico. People wore afraid
of her. At night we were making crowns of flowsers for the
funeral of ____'s mother. I cslled her in just to sce if she
had a mozsn and stars on her forechead and shz didn't have no-

thing. n

24

Jee, for instance, Bourke, Miracle Play, and Cole, Los
Pastores.
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A younger woman, when asked if there had béen witches
in Tortugss said, "I don't think so. Nét that 1 know of. Ny
family doesn'’t believe in that....l know those things exists,
but they don't believe on it. %hat I mean is I don't balieve
in them myself, but 1 know these things exist., 1 read about
it." '

One redheaded woman had supernatural powers attributed
to har by an oclder man of tha viilage, who said that he be-
lieved hsr to be a witch. He said that she had married "an
American boy froﬁ ths Bast.” ;

One of the older men, an acknowlqued Indian, told me
that there weré goo& medicine men at Isleta and Sandia, Few
¥exico, who "know things that go on at cother places," They
are especialli interested in happenings at‘Tortﬁgas, and they
' kna# all thatg transpifes immediately and without being toid.

The following is the only recorded instance of an omen.
4 rooster crowed at about 7:30 in the evening. One of ths
older men stood up and lisﬁened, quieting us, He said that
"the Indians" believed that if a rooster crows Just before
sunsetithere will be a death in the area. If he crows three
times it presages fair weather.

In commén with many of the Spanish-sbeaking Roman Cath-
olics of the area;'many people of Tortugzs believe that a
pilgrimsge to the statue of Chrisi on & hill near the meeting

place of New Mexico, Texas, and Chihuahua has efficacious
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results. The normal ascent on foot taokes about two hours,
There are somse who make the climb barefootad.

Cartaiﬁ recurrent ceremonial patterns can be percelved
in the religicus life of Tortugmas. These include the vow, the
procession of tha Virgin, "smokes", ritual number, and the giv-
ing of an object,

Vows25 are taken repeatedly in the Tortugas religious
and ceremonial 1life, 4 person wmay vow to become a dange pare
ticlpant or %o improve the physiéal plant of the pueblo. Tha
climbing of Tortugas Fountain in the Guadelups pilgrimage is
usually undertaken as the result of a promiss to ths Virgin;
and ths believer occasionally vows, in addition, to undertake
the difficult azscent barefooted. The climbing of Cristo Rey
near &l Paso is analegously accomplished as the result of a
VoW,

The image of the Virgin of Guadalupe, one of the patfan
saints of the village, is escorted or paraded on all major
ceremonial occasions,

The use of boafires as a notlfication and lnvitation to
a cerenoniel ¢ccasion has been noticed in relation to tha cers-~

monial rabbit hunt and the Cuadaiupe fiesta.

25Apparently the vow is a featuro of natlve Indian cul~
ture as well os of Roman Catholle prractice. At Isleta vows
are made during sickness teo join societies or to dsnez. Sea
Parsons, Isletz, pp. 259-03, p. 205, and p. 321, footnota.
Vows are algo made to Saint Iscarula, (Farsons, Isleta, p. 244)
and to Saint Asuzustin (Farsons, Isleta, p. 282}. .
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Here the evidence is somzwhat obscure., Some rituals
utilize the four directions, and the Pusblo House door is
" approached four times on tne ré’curn from the pllgrimage to
- . (:is use of the number four is specifi-
cally associated with the Indian, and its usage at Tortugas
is no doubt Indian in provenience.

The number thres, which is often found in Zuropean and
Christizn usage, is also prominent in Tortugas. -
B s cli-bed by three groups. The Cuedalups fiesta
‘ lasts for three days. OSonga ars sung in groups of thres,
and now, at least, there ars thres dance groups.

Previous examples have illustrated that an object is
given to an individual in order to o¢bligate him to a ceremon-
ial duty. Thus, bows and arrows are handed to spectetors by
tha Captains to indiczte that they are to be participants in
the next dance set. After the ritual whipping the vara is
handed to a Captain to remind him of his obligation to keep
order. %hen a person from Tortugas goes to Isleta, Texas, ,a
cigarstte is given to be taken to the Capltan de Guerrzs of
Isleta "so that they know you belonz there,®” it meetings for
the caremonial rabbit hunt cigarettes are given to those men
who will bas exposcted to sing. Formerly, when a Captain wanted
$o choose a dancing partner, he wont to her house and gave a

cigarctte made of cornhusks to the father or husband of the
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girl. The giving of the cigarette obligated the woman to 5
26

dance,

26The giving of a ceremoniel cigarette 1s common zt
Isleta., It is prescented to the "teasing singers™ to “close
their mouths™ or as pavment for sonzs. (Parsons, Isleta,
Pe 322}). All ceremonial rasaussts are made by the offer of
a cane-made cizarette, waich offer has a compulsory rnaturs.
Also, whon a man attends & cersmony of a corn group not his
own, he likewise pressnts the group with tobacco. ?Parsons,
Isleta, p. 231).




CONCLUSIONS

The problem we have set forth for ourselves in the pre-
face is: What historical factors are responsible for ths wides
divergence of Tortugas culture from pueblo culturs as a whole?
It will be the purposs of this sectlon to zummarize our find-
ings in this rzgard, and on the basis of these findings, to
exanine thair value as predictive~davices.

7 " Tortugas differs warkedly from other pueblos in the
matter of land ownership. As has bsen seen Tortugas never

has held significant ezricultural lands. Becauss of this lack

the peopls have never been able to minimize outside contacts

as have the other puebloa. The economics of the other, older
pueblos has been more stable than i3 the cése with Tortugzas.

" In basic econoﬁic structure these older pueblos are much the
samg &8 they have been for hundreds of years. There is sevi-
dence, howsver, that in some cases the old economic pattern

1l
Tortuzas long ago was foreced to alter its

is breaking down.
economy because of historical conditicns. These historicel
changes ere summarized in the following paragraphs.

Ownership of the land passed from the hands of the orijg-

inal Mexican settlers of the Ijesilla Valley to inglo-Americans

_$nterested in commercial apgriculture., Tortugas ovmed little,

lror a thorough discussion of this breakdown and hour it
affects ths culture of a xio Urande pusblo see Lange, Hole of
tconomics. ’
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if any agricultural land even in the beginning, and in the re-
cent period has owned none. Wage work, always important, becane
incréasingly s0 as other subsistence activities dwindled. wage
competition incressed es new groups appeared on the wage mar-
ket but with ths development of the Valley more workers could
be absorbed. IHew developments elsewhere and improvements in
transportation also expandsd the wage market, and worksrs
found it possible to go farther afield to search for Jobs.
Beﬂtér téan5portation; ﬁowevéf:mﬁésrﬁbﬁwéa>uﬁ§ixed blessing.A
Chezper manufactured articles destroyed handicrafts at Tortu-
gas. The Keailla Valley was integrated into the economy of
the nation., A variety of crops end a measure of regional
self-sufficiency gzave way to a specialized economy largely
focused on one crop~-cotton. An increasing efficiency in
land utilization made commercial large-scale agriculture’pos-
sible in the Valley. | |

Gathering, never a major economic activity, became prac-
tically extinct with the settling of the Valley and the insti-
tution of large-scale agriculturae. With game driven from the
area, partially becsuse of inteusive égricultural use of land,
and stringent hunting laws in effect, hunting activities less-
ened in importance. For ceremonial purposes, raeservation Ind-
ians are allowed limited hunting privileges besides those §
granted to the public. The lack of these privileges for the
Tortugenos has all but eliminated ceremonisl deer hunting at

Tortuzas. +ishing never was econonmically significant at Tor-
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tugas, although it was practiced early and has continued to
the present. Trapping, a boy's sport ih early Toftugas, no
longer is pursued, The division of labor pattern of 0ld Tor-
tugas was completely destroyed with the introduction of cotton
farming. 411 of these developments resulted in a change from
a subsistence-based Indian-type economy which was brought from
Isleta del Sur by the early colonists to a money based economy
closely approximating that of their landless Mexicen neighbors.

Economie factors are stressed in this present study, not
because the writer wishes to propound any scheme of econonic
determinism, but bescause the economic influences in Tortugas
history appear to have been one of the main forces which have
differentiated this pueblo from others, A

In the matter of social life, Tortugas manifests ele-

- ments of the most heterogeneous nature., As has bsen shown,
soms elements suggzest the Pueblo Indian background of Tortu-
gas, soma the HMexican Indian, and the great majority the Span-
ish-Mexican or Spanish-&merican background.‘/The Hispanic |
elements, which were engrafted on an Indiaﬁ-based culture in
the nineteenth century, can be said now to form the base éﬁl- |
ture, with Indian elements adhering&

The earliest descriptions indicate that there always
have been more Spanish-imerican culture features in Tortugas
than in the other pueblos. Tortugas probably was populated
by a greater proportion of Fexican or Spanish-imerican families

than in other pueblos, but it i3 impossible to find historical
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data to substantiate this. For the recent pericd it is cer-

tain that a large proportion if not a majority of the inhabi-
tants were Mexican or Spanish~American. The Hispanic elements
in Tortugas culture, therefore, were introduced by familles
actually living in the village as well as by contact with Fex-
icans and Spanish-imsricans on the outside.A

with much of the rest of Tortugas culture rather thor-
oughly Hispanicized, the question may be asked: VWhy have some
" of the Indian forms survived when thay obviously no longer
function in the same way as they did in the past or asz they
do today in ths other pusblos? ’In the casa of the Cacique;
for instance, ths bagis of his sanction poses a problem, I
the feligious props have been knocked from hils office, what
explains the persistance of the form? Thies questlon cannot
be answered on the basis of the realities of political author-~
ity, for the present Cacique is perscnally unpopular and has
lost real power. The retenticn of thess externals in the gov-
ernmental and ceremonial realm is dus, rather, to an inversion
of the prestige structure usually found in this area. The
people of Tortugas believe that thers are more status rewards
in being Indian than in being Kexican’or Spanish~American.,
Prastige in the village goes to those with the knoﬁledge of
Iﬁdian practices. Those who are considered indiéns "by blood"
are jealous of théir position. The Angleos of tha Valley fecl
that Indians have more romantic appeal than Mexicans.

This situation is to be explained by the very low status
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of Mexicans in the area. In the rest of rural Hew iexico
many, if not most of the Spanish-imericzns own their own land.
In the ¥esilla Valley they are, like ths Tortugenos, lsndless.
In the pariod 1881-1916 the Mexicans who were the original
settlers of the Valley lost their lend by the process of sub-
division among heirs. They bacame day laborers on the hold~ |
ings of their fathers. 1In the period from 1516 to the pfesentA
the influx of immigrant and "wetback" labor, poverty-stricken
znd crude,vwith whom the Spanish-fmericans have been idanti-—»~—~—wmﬁ‘ufzf
fied, has tended to further lower their status.2 |

The basic economic factor of landlessness is felt in
the social sphere aleso. There is a funétional difference he-
tween the work groups of fueblo Indlans gensrally and thoss
of Tortuzas, although there is an overt similarit?. In the
.pueblos the people work on cleaning plazas and ditches as a =
commnity group, they plaster kivas and churches and conduct

group ceremonials. A% Tortugas the people often work together

also, but they do not labor for mutual or reciprocal benefits.
On azn employer's land they work for individual or faﬁily gain,
and they do not work cooperatively on each other's land, since i
they own no land. In the pueblos, working together 1ls a2 fac-
tor fofAsocial cohesiveness. At Tortugas the lack of working
together in the pueblo sense probably is a powerful factor,

if not the governing or causal factor, for opening the village

2pp, W, W. Hill informs the writer that this same prostige !
inversion has beesn in process at Senta Clara for fifty years. f
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to inroads of outside culture. It throws the people of Tor-
tugas on the wage market, where contact with others further
loosens the socizl fiber, | .
Lack of land has not failed to make'itéelf felt in the
cercmonial and religious sphers. ﬁi;h no land there is no
need for the fertility and rain ceremonizlism of the other
pueblos. Idost of the ritual and paraphenalia and all of the
beliefs associated with these have bgen iost. Any curing
ceremonies which may have been érésent“iﬁVearly<Torﬁugas; but
for which there is no data, have disappeared., Hunting cere-
ronlalism--and hunting-~is on the decline. |
These factors have paved the way for the increasing
acceptance of the Roman Catholic faith at the éxpense of Ind-
ian religion. This does not explain why Indian elements of
relizion have declined, but why the conditions were such that
they could. '
Generally speaking, all that remains of the original
pueblo pottern consists of a number of religious forms with
little substance, some religlous and political offices, faction-
alism, and games. Among the religious externals which stili
ere to be found are some dances and dance paraphernalia, rem-
nants of Tiwa chants, a genaralized sort of kiva-molety house,
the rabbit hunt, and certain ceremoﬁial patterns,
To concludzs, one may ask, in wﬁat measure 1is Tortugasl;

valuable as a predictive device for other pueblo groups? 1In
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this connection it is interesting to collate the cultural
history of Tortugas with Lanze's predictions for the futurs
of Cochiti culture change, which he ppstulates onAthe basis

3 All but a few of nis

of hls studies of Cochiti econoxics,
conclusiﬁns are amply bornas ocut by the history of Tortugas,
To summarize Lange's predictions: (1) 4n increasing percent-
age of the Cochiti will leave the pueblo. (2} Clans will
disappear from genexral Cochiti consciousﬁess. (3} Econeomic
eméhases will shift increasingly toward wage-éé;giﬁé;hiﬁééme~
producing handicrafts, and commerical agriculture, (&) Me&i—
cine socisties and members will continue to lose power and
prestige; eventually this will necessitate a nép system of
deaignating seculer officers, Very possibly the new system
#i1ll be that of electing officers according to provisions of

L

a written constitution as is already true of a few pueblo tri-

bes. (5} Ron-medicine societies will continue as secret soc-
ieties, but thelr activities will be concentrated in directing

certain ceremonies, primarily associated with the Catholie

:
H
i
i
i
]
!
!
1

calendar. (6) Present esoteric aspects of the katsines and

medicine societies will bs lost completely or will shift to

esoteric cersmonies. In thils transition, the ceremonies will
lose their religious significance and will become primzrily

tribal folk-pageantry. {7) The two kiva groups will continue

3Lange, dole of Zconomics, pp. 633-69%L.
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as friendly rivals. ({8) The Catholic Church will continue to z

grow in strength. (9) Witchcraft will continue but will bs §
cerrled along by a few fringe indivicuals. (10) Interest in

broader and more advanced educ:tion will increase. (11) Cer=

tain individuels will retain their interest in the old ways. ;

ks will be seen, the only exceptions to these predictions ‘

in Tortugas will be found in the complete loss of handicrafts

and the disappearance of the moleties, On the basis of these

two studieg, then, 1t may be postulated thet this patternof 7~
culture change may well be that which the pueblo groups gen-

erally will follow., It is to be expected that each tribs will

" display iandividual differences in its acculturation and its ‘ §

rate of change. o T ‘

Soxe of ths more perceptive individuals at Tortugas are
"well aware of the meaning of their village to the Pueblo peo=-

ple. 4s one man said, "The same will happen in Isleta, Texas.

It's happening already. 4nd then it will heppen to Isleta,
New Mexico, Haybe not in my time, but it will happen. I

wish they would come down here and see.it.”

T it e e e S bt
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