
March 22, 2016 

Department of the Interior 
Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
Attn: Office of Federal Acknowledgment 
1951 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Reference: Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan Guadalupe, Petition #5 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am sending this information regarding the results of the City of Las Cruces recognizing 
The Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe, and input of the other 
groups present. I am of Piro decendent.-, and was in the original petition until the dispute we had with 
the Roybals and was taken off the tribal roll. 

Thank you very much for the consideration in this issue. 

For more information please feel free to call me at or  Las Cruces, NM 
88001. 

Natalia Melon 
Piro woman 
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City council holds off on statement of support for tribe 

Diana Alba Soular, Las Cruces San-News 8:20 p.m. MDT Marclt 21. 2016 

LAS CRUCES - Mer two different tribal groups expressed conflicting stances, Las Cruces city councilors 

voted Monday to indefinitely postpone action on a statement of support for the Piro-Manso-TIWa Tribe of the 

Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe in its quest for standing as a federally recognized tribe. 

Some city councilors said they felt Monday's proposed statement of support would have forced them to 

choose one local tribal group over another. 

(Photo: Robin Zielinski/ Sun-News) But Las Cruces Mayor Pro Tern Greg Smith, who favored passing the statement argued that the Piro-Manso

Tiwa Tribe has a documented heritage and is eligible to apply for federal status. He said that doesn't 

preclude any other tribal groups from petitioning the federal government for recognition as well. He noted, for instance, that among the Apache 

people, there are several tribes, such as the Mescalero and Jicarilla. 

"We have this 'us' and 'them' mentality going on that I think is unfortunate," Smith said Monday. 

The Piro-Manso-Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe is not officially recognized by the U.S. government. But the group has had 

a petition pending before the U.S. Department of the Interior since the 1970s. A 120-day comment period on its request to become a recognized tribe 

is set to end March 27, according to the federal government (http://www.bia.gov/WboWeAre/AS-IAIOFA/PetitionslnProcess/Petitioo5/index.htm). The 

second major group, Los lndigenes de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, which organizes the large Our Lady of Guadalupe Fiesta 

(/story/news/locaV2016/01/01/colorful-reflectiye-dosing-ceremonies-annuaf..tradition/78195506/) that takes place each December, also is not a 

federally recognized tribe or pueblo. It doesn't have an application pending before the U.S. government, but a tribal official told city councilors the 

organization, which is an incorporated entity, is considering a petition. Both groups attended the meeting in significant numbers Monday. A third, 

separate group that traces family lineage to the Piro people also was present but didn't address city councilors in the meeting. 

Had the city council passed a statement of support, the letter would have been induded in the feedback during the federal comment period on the 

Piro-Manso-Tiwa tribe's request. 

Edward Roybal, Plro-Manso-Tlwa caslque, speaks at City HaU on Monday, March 21, 2016, asking city councilors to pass a statement favoring the Plro-Manso-Tlwa Indian 

Tribe's attempt to gain federal recognition. (Photo: Robin Zielinski I Sun-News} 

But the fact that the council didn't approve the letter isn't a setback in the group's ongoing effort to gain federal standing, said Piro-Manso-Tiwa tribal 

leader Ed Roybal, who's known as the tribe's "cacique." He said the Piro-Manso-Tiwas have met seven criteria for becoming a federally recognized 

tribe. 



"We're still in the process of federal recognition,• he said after Monday's meeting. 

Asked what changes.federal tribal status would bring, Roybal said it could help his group access programs. celebrate its traditions and solidify the 
members. ": 

"We don't have a place together,• he said. "We need an area like everybody else has - an area to be in.• 

Roybal clarified, however, the tribe wouldn't automatically be granted land or a reservation, if the U.S. government grants the tribal status. 

Arianna Fieno, president of Los lndigenes de Nuestra Seiiora de Guadalupe, speaks at City Hal on Monday, March 21, 2016, to oppose the the statement favoring the 
Plro-Manso-Tlwa Indian Tribe's attempt to gain federal recognition. (Photo: Robin Zielinski I Sun-News} 

Arianna Fierro, president of the Los lndigenes de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, told city councilors that there's been "strife" between the two tribal 

groups for decades. She said the Piro-Manso-Trwa group has made a number of allegations against the corporation and has laid claim to some of its 

artifacts. She said she was concerned that the Piro-Manso-Tiwa group, if granted federal standing, would displace Los lndigenes de Nuestra Senora 

de Guadalupe and that a resolution like the one proposed to city councilors would have a detrimental effect. 

"We respectfully oppose this resolution," she said before the vote. 

City Councilor Olga Pedroza said she felt like she was being asked to favor one group over the other and she was concerned that if one group got 

federal standing, that would exclude the second group. She said the decision on the proposed statement of support for the Piro-Manso-Trwa 
Tribe was "difficult" because it seemed more like a question for the courts. 

Smith asked members of the Piro-Manso-Tiwa Tribe who were in the audience to stand. About 20 people stood up. Pedroza followed that up by 

asking opponents to the proposed statement of support to stand, and about 30 people rose from their seats. 

City Councilor Ceil Levatino asked Fierro if there were any protections the federal government could grant to the corporation, if federal officials do 

decide to designate the Piro-Manso-Tiwas as an official tribe. 

Fierro said she didn't think so. 

Levatino said she agreed with Pedroza's stance on the proposed statement of support. 

City Councilor Jack Eakman said the discord between the groups could cause them each to lose out on the standing eventually. City Councilor Gill 
Sorg had similar remarks. 

"I wonder if there's not something more important than this 50-year-old battle,• Eakman said. "I wonder if there could be some way that you could start 

thinking about coming together for a higher purpose than just preventing someone else from having something.• 



City councilors voted 6-1 to table the proposed statement of support indefinitely. Smith dissented. 

Aundrea Lopez, 2\), of the Piro-Manso-Tiwa Tribe, said after the meeting she was disappointed in the decision because the group has its evidence in 
order. 

"They didn't take time to read our petition online, •she said. "We want a place we could celebrate our way of life.· 

Lopez said a central aspect of the tribe's history is forced conversion to Catholicism by the Spanish. But the tribe has an identity thafs apart from that 
It has its own traditions, she said. 

"We're not Catholic," she said. 

Gulllenno Portilo Jr. reacts in the audience on Monday, March 21, 2816, as two tribal groups give presentations on a proposed statement of support by councilors in 
favor of the Piro-Manso-Tlwa Indian Tribe's attempt to gain federal recognllion. Portillo Is part of a group that has ancestry linked to the Piro tribe which ortginated 
north of Socorro, New Mexico. (Photo: Robin Zielinski I Sun-News) 

Guillermo Portillo Jr. said he and his family used to be affiliated with the Piro-Manso-Tiwa Tribe, but ruffled feathers in the mid-'90s after asking 
questions about tribal members and organization, so they "threw us out of the tribe." Portillo said his family's ancestry stems from the Piro people, who 
lived north of Socorro, New Mexico, in the 1600s. That was until uprisings by Native Americans against the Spanish prompted a portion of tribal 
members to migrate south along with Rio Grande to the Juarez and 8 Paso areas. But a contingent of tribal members eventually made its way back 
north, settling in what's now las Cruces. 

The Piro-Manso-Tiwa Tribe is also requesting a statement of support from the Oona Ana County Board of Commissioners, an item that will be voted 
upon Tuesday. That meeting starts at 9 a.m. at the county government center, 845 N. Motel Blvd., las Cruces. 

Also Monday, the city councilors recognized the las Cruces Kings football team, an amateur team thafs on a 14-game winning streak. 

Diana Alba Soular may be reached at 575-541-5443, dalba@lcsun-news.com (mailto:dalba@lcsun-news.com I or@AlbaSoular 
lhttn:lltwitter.com/AlbaSoularl on Twitter. 

Read or Share this story: http://lcsun.co/1RgHfjO 



( 54 unread) Yahoo Mail 

Reference: Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe of the P ... (2) 

Natalia Melon <pironmelon@yahoo.com> 

To all Oly ColHd and Mayor: 

I,--·~ P-. Guillermo P-Jr« Mmy Lou Lascano. Davi<! P-. Leroy 
-· Y--endlllolaCocaareP!ro_end_sulm!lillg._ .. to 
wlty we are~ Ille Cil¥ alt.as Cruces not lo recogiWze lhe.,._..a Indian Tlil>e al 
San .luall Guadalupe, -#5. 

Ed Roybal T-Council ""'from ool of !own, had not -here in las Cruces since tl1e 41rs 
for reason that his. fattM!ir" Victor Roybal had been banned from las Cruces tor reasons that Mr. 
Roybal- come Imm~ "'111- Ille-. money end ..-bad< lo Calllomia. Ally 
(50) yealS laler, lllesoos came boclt lll!d""'11tobelndialls ardbring boclt-..i, CIAlree. 
_..,. anddr"""'1gweys, bulao ~.We arol'lr-lndansin-area. 

Greg Smith 

httns://us-m~4. mail. vahoo.com/neo/launch? .rand=Odu8u2r6aaian 
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Cofnpiete,ltems 1, 2, and 8. 
Print your .name and address on the reverse 
so that we oan retwm the card to you. 
Attach this card to the back of the mallpleoe, 
or on the front If space permits. 

2 .. Mlcle Number (Transfer from SIWfce 1tibe1J 
'015 1730 oaa1 254b 2440 
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