LOS INDIGENES
DE NUESTRA SENORA DE GUADALUPE

PO. Box 164
Mesilla Park, NM 88047 RE CE IVE D
| MAR 2 8 2016
DOLAS-IAIOFA
Washington, DC
March 24, 2016
United States Department of the Interior
Office of the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240
Subject: Piro-Manso-Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe;

Petition #005
Dear Sir or Madam:

We are writing on behalf of La Corporacion de Los Indi genes de Nuestra Senora de
Guadalupe. La Corporacion de Los Indigenes de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe is also referred
to as *“ La Corporacion” or “Tortugas Pueblo” or “Tortugas” or “the Corporation”. With the
assistance of retired Col. Eugene Van Patton, La Corporacion was incorporated in 1914 pursuant
to the laws of the State of New Mexico.

We write to register our opposition to the petition for federal recognition by the Piro-
Manso-Tiwa Tribe of San Juan de Guadalupe (“PMT” or “PMT’s™).

From the date of the initial filing of the PMT petition, La Corporacion has been an
Interested Party in this matter. For your ready convenience, we are enclosing a copy of a
previous letter sent to the U.S. Department of Interior on behalf of the Corporation by our
attorney Mike L. Benavidez.

It is our position that the petitions submitted on behalf the PMTs do not accurately reflect
the PMT’s history or the relationship between our two groups. The PMTs falsely allege that they
have suffered dispossessions, encroachments and depredations by La Corporacion. The PMTs
misstate their history in attempt to gain federal recognition.
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HISTORY/BACKGROUND

The real property presently owned by La Corporacion was patented by the United States
on February 8, 1907, to the Dona Ana Bend Colony. It was deeded by the Board of Trustees of
the Dona Ana Bend Colony Community Grant of J anuary 8, 1909, to the Commissioners of the
Pueblo of Guadalupe, and the Commissioners, in turn, deeded to La Corporacion on September
14,1914. Col. Van Patton was the first president of La Corporacion.

Col. Eugene Van Patton died circa 1924, the same year as Regenta Caciqua (“Chief”),
Francisca Roybal. Francisca Roybal was the wife of the previously deceased Cacique, Felipe
Roybal. The question came up as to who would assume the offices of Cacique and President.
These positions were originally held for life and succeeded by “escala” or the eldest son, or any
other son. When Francisca Roybal passed away, her brother Senobio Avalos was made Interino
Cacique (“Interim Chief”), until such time as the Roybal sons advised La Corporacion as to who
was going to serve as Cacique. Victor Roybal, Sr. became the president and Vincente Roybal
became the Cacique on December 31, 1935, according to the meeting minutes of La
Corporacion, attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. Victor and
Vincente held these positions between 1935 and 1947, respectively.

Don Miguel B. Fierro was the long time treasurer of the Pueblo and was relieved of his
position by the newly elected officials (the Roybals) of La Corporacion. It was during this time
and under the Roybal leadership that the money received from donations was handled (and
spent) by the Roybals giving no explanation to La Corporacion or its members. Properties were
lost for non-payment of taxes and Victor Roybal illegally deeded land to his daughters and son
which was against regulations. Victor Roybal, Sr. then went to live in California and would only
return each December 11% (which was the day of the pilgrimage to Tortugas Mountain, at which
participants would provide small donations to La Corporacion). His sole purpose in returning to
Tortugas was to pick up the register and any and all donations made by participants. Money was
regularly picked up by Victor or Vincente Roybal and the members of La Corporacion began to
catalog such transactions, as evidence of this injustice. A copy of the original receipt signed by
Vincente Roybal dated January 3, 1947, is attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated herein
by reference.

There was a general sense of displeasure with the Roybal leadership and as early as 1946,
the members began asking Vincente (who resided in Tortugas) to arrange to bring Victor to a
meeting to in order to elect a new board of directors. Victor never responded and the members
of the La Corporacion held a meeting in F ebruary 9, 1947, at the Casa de Pueblo in Tortugas and
elected Don Miguel B. Fierro as President, Ernesto M. Dominguez as Vice-President, Emma D.
Narvaez as Secretary, and Felipe Carbajal as Treasurer according to minutes of La Corporacion.
A copy of La Corporacion’s meeting minutes from F ebruary 9, 1947, are attached hereto
Exhibit C and incorporated herein by reference. An era of progress followed.
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Under the leadership of Don Miguel B. Fierro as the president of La Corporacion,
Tortugas Pueblo began working to reclaim the land and historical items from Victor and
Vincente Roybal. On March 9, 1948, a Writ and Affidavit of Replevin was filed against Victor
Roybal, Vincente Roybal and Luis Roybal by La Corporacion which was and granted by the
Justice of the Peace Court, Precinct Number Three, Dona Ana County, New Mexico (Cause No.
1737) and a final judgment was entered on March 16, 1948, stating that La Corporacion was
entitled to the possession of its chattels. A copy of the Writ of Replevin, Affidavit of Replevin
and the Final Judgment are attached hereto as Exhibit D and incorporated herein by reference.
Don Miguel B. Fierro along with the Sheriff went to retrieve La Corporacion’s sacred items,
including the corporation “seal, maps, records, books, minutes, instruments and all other papers”.
La Corporacion also filed a quiet title suit in order to protect its rights in the Third Judicial
District Court in a case styled Los Indigenes de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe vs. Victor E.
Roybal, et al., Case No. 14917, to quiet title to the real estate illegally titled by Victor E. Roybal.
A final decree was entered by the Court on November 18, 1958, La Corporacion’s title to the
tract of land with improvements was forever quieted and set to rest. A copy of the final decree is
attached hereto as Exhibit E and incorporated herein by reference.

On January 18, 1971, the PMTs requested that New Mexico Congressman, Manuel
Lujan, Jr. recognize the Tribal Constitution of the [PMTs]. Congressman Lujan referred the
request to the Bureau of Indian Affairs for approval. However, on March 11, 1971, the Bureau of
India Affairs refused to recognize the PMT Tribal Constitution.

Further attempts by the PMTs to rob La Corporacion of its property continued with a
complaint filed by the PMTs in the District Court of the United States for the District of New
Mexico on January 19, 1973, styled Adolfo B. Avalos, et al. vs. Roger C. B. Morton, Secretary
of the Interior of the United States of America; Cause No. 9920. The Complaint stated that the
Plaintiffs were members of the Tiwa Tribe of American Indians of the Pueblo of San Juan De
Guadalupe, owning real and personal property individually and real and personal property
common as a Tribe of Indians, said pueblo located near Las Cruces, Dona Ana County, New
Mexico. The PMTs sought benefits and assistance of the Secretary of the Interior under the
provisions of the Synder Act.

La Corporacion intervened as an interested party through its attorney, T.K. Campbell, Jr.
This actions was ultimately dismissed on a motion to dismiss or in the alternative for summary
judgment filed by the U.S. Attorney’s Office, on the grounds that the Court did not have
jurisdiction to grant the relief requested and stating that the Plaintiffs were not Indians within the
definitions set forth in the Snyder Act, that Plaintiffs failed to exercise their administrative
remedies, that Congress had not consented for the United States to be sued in cases of such
nature, and that Plaintiffs did not adequately represent the class allegedly affected. The
Complaint was ultimately dismissed by United States District Judge Vearle Payne.
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Without interruption, La Corporacion has continued to carry out its customs and
traditions for over a century. La Corporacion has a documented history of its presence in
Tortugas. Although La Corporacion holds ceremonies and rituals throughout the year, it is
laréely known for our annual fiesta in honor of the Virgen de Guadalupe held every December
10" -12". The PMTs’ attempts to gain support for federal recognition are based on the
misconception that they are responsible for the events and customs carried out by La
Corporacion. Even their name suggests that they are from the Tortugas area. The area more
commonly known as Tortugas is comprised of two villages, namely the Village of Guadalupe
and Village of San Juan. There is no “San Juan de Guadalupe” in Dona Ana County area.

FINDINGS

The PMTs petition includes the following misrepresentations:

e [PMT 2010 Petition:3]The Tribe is widely recognized by others as a distinct tribal polity
that is Indian in tradition and character.

La Corporacion is recognized as a distinct group. However, there is a lack of the support for the
PMTs at the local level. The Las Cruces City Council refused to adopt a resolution in support of
federal recognition of the PMTs on March 21, 2016. However, due to certain misconceptions,
the Dofla Ana County Commission did adopt a Resolution in support of the PMT’s on March 22,
2016.

e [PMT 2010 Petition:10-12]

This section presents the supposed history of the PMTs, as evidence of their indigenous heritage.

However, this section of history is the history of Tortugas Pueblo, thus affirming the indigenous
heritage of La Corporacion. Indeed, this contradicts the PMT allegation that their indigenous
claim is distinctive from that of Tortugas. If the PMT propose to submit a petition for Federal
Recognition to the BIA, based on the shared history with Tortugas, then they must submit the
petition as a coherent community. Otherwise, they are submitting the petition as a group, or
faction, of a recognized community of indigenous heritage. In this case, the PMTs do not meet
the BIA criteria of representing a “community” of indigenous peoples.

e [PMT 2010 Petition: 13-14]

The references regarding PMT children in Indian schools and PMTs serving in the military are in
reality statistics which relate to Tortugas Pueblo. If the PMTs wish to claim that they are Native

Americans separate from Tortugas Pueblo, then they must disaggregate the data and demonstrate
that these data refer only to their group.
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¢ [PMT 2010 Petition:16-18]

The PMTs claim that La Corporacion is/was represented by non-Indians, yet this contention is
based on interviews with the PMTs (Roybals). There is no attempt to question the Tortugas
community about the ethnicity of the Corporation members. In contrast, Tortugas residents
contend that the Corporation members are of indigenous ancestry. If Corporacion members are
of indigenous ancestry then this negates the PMTs claim that a non-Indian entity “seized”
control. Tortugas Pueblo was and is a community of mixed indigenous ancestry.

o [PMT 2010 Petition:20-21]

The PMTs claim that their ceremonies are “more consistent with indigenous Indians ways and
practices” because these ceremonies are only for them. Many indigenous communities allow
public participation or viewing in some components of indigenous ceremonies without ceding
their indigenous heritage or rights. For example, many Pueblo communities in northern New
Mexico allow public visitors to certain feasts and dances, at the same time that they maintain
certain private rituals that visitors are not allowed to attend. This practice is consistent with the
Tortugas Pueblo ceremonies associated with its 3-day Feast for the Virgin of Guadalupe each
December 10" to 12", The public is allowed to view certain components, while other ceremonies
are conducted in private. This public/private distinction is consistent with all other Indian
Pueblos.

The continued practice of these rituals in Tortugas Pueblo for over 100 years demonstrates the
“continuing vitality and sense of community” that characterizes Tortugas Pueblo and is
recognized throughout the region and entire state of New Mexico, including for example, the
New Mexico Magazine.

e [PMT 2010 Petition: 21-22]

The splintering of the PMTs, as described in the discussion of the “Lefebre Group” highlights the
inability of the PMT group to maintain cohesion and a sense of community. Now, the separation
of yet another faction, is further proof that the PMTs cannot speak for any community.

o [PMT 2010 Petition:23-43, history, to satisfy 83.7(a).]

All references are to the community of Tortugas, thus this is the indigenous history of Tortugas,
not exclusively the PMTs. The references to the “Indian dances” on pp. 33-34 all took place in
Tortugas Pueblo and were organized by La Corporacion, not the PMTs. The historic newspaper
articles refer specifically to the Tortugas community and the Corporation; there are no distinctive
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references to the PMTs as an entity. Simply stated, there is no recognition of this group of
individuals as distinct from the community that continues to exist and to reproduce their
traditional customs in Tortugas Pueblo.

e [PMT 2010 Petition:37-38]

In the split from the Corporation, the PMTs present no evidence that members of the Corporation
are non-Indian. The documentation cited is based on interviews with PMT members and is based
on the PMT’s opinions. However, the Corporation continued to maintain the religious traditions
and traditional practices unchanged. The 1952 Hunt study specifically addresses this, noting that
“tribal identity of the Tiwa Indians is preserved,” which is a reference to practices as carried out
in the community of Tortugas. As well, as indicated on p. 39, “outsiders” (i.e., the community of
Las Cruces and public officials throughout the state of New Mexico) continued to publicly
recognize the Corporation as the organization body that represented the Indians of Tortugas
Pueblo.

e [PMT 2010 Petition:47-48]

The public entities (e.g. New Mexico State University and the Bureau of Land
Management) consistently work with the Corporation, not the separate group of the PMTs. The
Corporation was issued a Grant of Right-of-Way dated October 25, 1985 from New Mexico
State University (“NMSU”) to enter University property from December 10 to 12 of each year,
and at other times subject to approval of the University. The Corporation also has a Lease for
) from the Bureau of Land Management which was
approved on May 13, 1959 and renewed May 11, 2004, for religious rituals, pilgrimages and
sanctuary.

e [PMT 2010 Petition: 71-72]

The reference to the “Indian neighborhood” in Las Cruces is from one newspaper article. In the
public consensus, this neighborhood is known as the Mesquite district, comprised historically of
poorer Mexican and Hispano households that settled in the Las Cruces community. There is no
public recognition of a distinctive Indian neighborhood that is separate from the Mesquite
district. The city of Las Cruces and other non-profit organizations have targeted this
neighborhood to receive support services, youth programs, etc., in order to address inequities, but
these efforts are directed at the Mesquite district in common, not to any specific sub-group who
resides within the district. As well, many Hispano New Mexican and Mexican immigrant
households also maintain shrines to their patron saint, Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, who is
commonly recognized as the patron saint of Mexicans.
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o [PMT 2010 Petition:99-107]

The commemoration of the Virgin of Guadalupe in the Feast of Guadalupe historically was
celebrated in Tortugas Pueblo, and organized by the Corporation.

The PMTs contend that their group “like many other Pueblo tribes, co-opted Catholic feast days
and rituals as a way to disguise and thereby protect their own traditions and rituals” [PMT 2010
Petition:99]. This presentation of religious syncretism, that religion remained two separate
religions is used by the PMTs to lay their claim to “true” indigenous practices, as if they are the
only Indians left. This argument is based on a simplistic understanding of religious syncretism.
The Indians of the Rio Grande Pueblos, including for example, Santa Ana, Sandia, Tesuque, and
Isleta, among others, have long maintained a feast cycle that is organized around the Catholic
liturgical calendar. No one questions the indigenous identity of these communities.

The Virgin of Guadalupe is a truly syncretic symbol, i.e., blended, of the integration of
Catholicism and indigenous religious systems. During the Spanish Colonial Period, the Virgin
Mary appeared to Juan Diego, a Nahua Indian, on a hill north of Mexico City. She spoke to him
in Nahuatl and commanded him to build a shrine to her on the site of the present-day Basilica of
Guadalupe. The Catholic Church initially resisted, not believing that the Virgin Mary would
appear to a mere Indian. In relenting, the Catholic Church allowed a shrine to the Virgin Mary to
be built on the site of a pre-Hispani shrine to the Aztec fertility goddess, Tonantzin. The Virgin
Mary also appears as a Mestiza, she is of mixed race and skin color.

During the wars for Mexican Independence, the Mestizo and Indian soldiers fighting for
independence carried the banner of the Virgin of Guadalupe into battle against the Spanish
armies.

To allege that veneration of the Virgin of Guadalupe is an example of non-Indian domination is
to display an ignorance of history and the Catholic Church. Indeed, that the parishioners of the
church of Guadalupe in Tortugas continue the practice and devotion to the Virgin of Guadalupe,
culminating in the pilgrimage to [N is offered as evidence of the persistence of
Indo-Hispanic identity, traditions, and ancestral heritage.

e [PMT 2010 Petition:117-118]

The Feast of San Juan provides another example of syncretic indigenous practices. The PMTs
allege that they “merely gave the Summer Solstice Ceremony a Catholic name.” The evidence
provided is all from Tortugas. The PMTs provide no evidence that they have continued the
traditional rituals following the celebration. Furthermore, the practice of going to the immersion
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in the Rio Grande is in line with the veneration of St. John the Baptist, for whom the day is
named.

e [PMT 2010 Petition:120-122]

Again, there is no evidence presented that the Corporation of Los Indigenes de Nuestra Senora
de Guadalupe is non-Indian. This categorization is based on the allegations by the PMTs. The
document uses this allegation to disparage the indigenous ancestral heritage of the members of
the Corporation and to enhance the PMT’s supposed claim to being the “true” Indians. Yet, no
evidence of this allegation is ever presented.

e [PMT 2010 Petition:123-126]

After the split, the PMTs allege that they began to carry out the [{JiJJffpilerimage on separate
days, apart from the community pilgrimage, in order to “avoid contact with the non-Indian
population and to avoid participating in what the PMT consider their desecration” of the site.

The Virgin of Guadalupe, for whom the pilgrimage is carried out, is a patron saint of peoples of
both indigenous and mestizo ancestral identity. The Corporation of Los Indigenes de Nuestra
Senora de Guadalupe plans, organizes, and carries out the pilgrimage as a public event. Thus, the
corporation provides an important service to devout Catholics, both indigenous and mestizo, out
of respect for religious beliefs and practices. This religious and cultural charge, or cargo, as
known in Mexico, also serves as evidence of the persistence of religious traditions in this
community. At the same time, the Corporation maintains the practice of private, or secret,
religious rites that are kept apart from the public and are closed to outsiders. As well, this serves
as evidence of the Corporation’s continued practice of indigenous religious traditions and the
careful maintenance of the public/private separation of certain rituals.

e [PMT 2010 Petition:138-141]

The claim of the PMT’s collective Indian identity is based on documentation that asserts the
indigenous identity of the “San Juan de Guadalupe Tiwa,” as noted in Terry Reynolds’ study.
Although these studies recognize the significance of the split (as in Hurt 1952), at no time do
they identify San Juan de Guadalupe or the respective Corporation as “non-Indian.” They
recognize the split and political differences between a sub-group, or faction, L.e., the PMTs, that
split from the Corporation of Los Indigenes de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, but the sources do
not attribute this split to any effort by the PMTs to retain indigenous practices in the face of
“non-indigenous” practices by the Corporation. Thus, it appears that the PMT split constitutes a
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faction within the San Juan de Guadalupe Tiwa and does not meet the criteria of comprising a
separate Indian community.

LOS INDIGENES DE NUESTRA SENORA DE GUADALUPE

The Corporation is the only organization which has continually carried out its Native
American customs and traditions in the Villages of San Juan and Guadalupe, commonly referred
to as Tortugas. The Corporation is a non-profit corporation which was created to handle the
business affairs of the tribe. The Board of Directors of La Corporacion consists of a President,
Vice President, Secretary, and Capitan de la Guerra (or War Capitan) which is responsible for
the business and administrative affairs of the tribe. La Corporacion also has a Cacique (spiritual
leader), which title is appointed for life. The Capitan de la Guerra and his four capitanes are
responsible for the tribal ceremonies and keep law and order during these ceremonies.

Throughout the year, the Corporation carries out its Native American rituals on its lands
in the Pueblo of Guadalupe. Our buildings include the “Casa del Pueblo” (main meeting house
and kiva), the “Capilla” (chapel), “Casa de la Comida” (eating house) and “Escuelita”
(schoolhouse). We hold our meetings, Native American religious ceremonies and dances, and
tribal government events in these buildings and on the grounds in our village.

In addition the Corporation carries out its Native American pilgrimages at [ S

. We have a Grant of Right-of-Way dated October 25, 1985 from New Mexico State
University (“NMSU”) to enter [ f:om December 10 to 12 of each year, and at
other times subject to approval of the University. We also have a Lease for [{SiSEGNG
) from the Bureau of Land Management which was approved on May
13, 1959 and renewed May 11, 2004, for religious rituals, pilgrimages and sanctuary. Copies of
the NMSU Grant of Right-of-Way and BLM Lease and Lease Renewal are attached hereto as
Exhibit F and incorporated herein by reference.

CONCLUSION

The Piro-Manso-Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe does
not own any interest in any of La Corporacion tribal lands nor do they own any interest in
Tortugas Mountain. They do not participate in any of our Native American activities in
the Village of San Juan or the Village of Guadalupe (“Tortugas”).

Our comments can be summarized as follows.
a) The name “Piro-Manso-Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe”

is misleading. This group does not own any interest or have any presence in the
Village of San Juan or the Village of Guadalupe, commonly referred to as Tortugas.
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Their basis for federal recognition relies largely on the misrepresentation that they are
responsible for the activities and events in Tortugas.

b) The PMTs are a dissident faction of La Corporacion attempting to gain federal
recognition in an attempt to establish a basis for a dissident land grab.

¢) To the extent that the “Piro-Manso-Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de
Guadalupe” seeks federal acknowledgment based upon the continuous Native
American activities of La Corporacion, we object.

Sincerely,

La Corporacion de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe
,

Y R

Arianna Fierro, PW‘[

w 1dh 7 VW

Patrick L. Ndrvaez, Cacique

Enclosures as Noted

cc: Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton, LLP
Susana Martinez, Governor of New Mexico
Hector Balderas, Attorney General of New Mexico
Mr. Jess Williams, Dona Ana County Commissioners
Honorable Carlos Hisa, Governor, Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo
Ms. Natalia Melon, Piro/Manso/Tiwa Tribe of Guadalupe Pueblo
Senator Tom Udall
Senator Martin Heinrich
Congressman Steve Pearce
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IN THS JUSTICE oF THY PEAGE COUAT, PANCERNE NUMBER
THREZE, DONA ANA GOUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Los Indigines de Nuestra
Sefiora de Guadalupe, &

Corporation, and Miguel )
B. Flerro, = Pleintiffs //ﬁ / '73 7 | A
vs | L
Victor Roybal, Vicente Roybal
and Tuls Roybal, Defendants
FINAI JUDGMENT

Now this eause coming on to be heard upon a sefting down
for hearing, and plaintiffs and defendents béing present in court’
| and accompalned by their respective oounéal; and the Court having
heard and oonsidered the ovidence aubmitted by the respective
perties as well as argument of aounsel' and the Court havina
been well advised, upon motion of plaintirfs for Judgment,‘gcth
graﬁt the some; and

IT IS THRERITOALZ CONSIDEEED, OHI)ER’*D, QJ'UDGED ARD DEGR"*‘ED
by the Court that the plaintiffs are entitled to the possession
of the chattels as mentioned 1n the Affidavit 1n Bsplevin riled
herein, ‘end that the officer of this Court wno has possession
thereof, de?iver same to the plaintiffs herein, and that the
plaintiff elso have judgment for their costs in this behalf.

Done this 16th dey of March, A. D. 1948.

of the Pe
O. T@s:;l_x_dg,kga
(%pna%y;*ﬁa “Haxioco .
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gl Thu'd Judicial District Court, County of Dan&Ana, e nm

'_a..,’;‘- K A .amltccards

ARD JUDICIAL DISTRICT: COURT
DONA ANA CCONTY,  NEW MEXICO

Los Indigenu de Nuestra Seforn
do Gmdalupe, a Corporstion

Roybel, Jr., ths Unknown Heirs of

“Jennie E. Roybal, Deceased, Genovieve

R. Moreno- snd Estells R. Ssnchez,
Defendantsa

and tho Court having heard and cons{der:d the #vidence presented by bhe

i' respective partiss and the arguments of couhsel, snd the Court having

. ssked for such findings and concluslions, and the Court ruling that 1t

3 .

has Jurisdiction of the parties nnd of

.

such proportlea to the dafendants named; and such acts an sops made waro in

of said Corporation in said property and upon thu righits of the members -

thereof; (d)

- _*_________,,__,,nld Jnsuthorized peragbs.vwere ond are null and vold and_of no effect

o e e o e ow

in conveying auch property;

. 4
R P . . A

Instrument #: 1202666 Page: 1 of 2
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2 7 AN

Ng.‘x NAL DECREE

This cause coming on to be heard bhafors the Court st a former day,

teken the case under advisement and couns=el having submitted to the

B Court théir" respactive authori!:ie-w and sryuments upon the issues, and
. ths courb having o-onsidex'ed rha same nnd balng fully advised, doth find

. the lasues for the plaintifl herein: and ecunzel fop the parties having .

’ ' waived proposed Findings snd conclusiann of fect and law and not having

submitted the same within the time [lxed by the Court and not having

tho rubjoct matter of the cause;
thereupon the Court, I‘or iusall Cindn, (n} thet tha defendants whelly
failed to comply with the apeci."lc requirements of the articles of in=-

A corporation and the by-laws ns shown therein of

own la'i:.oa Indigenas de ueratrn Sefora de fusrdalupe, shown to ba

the owner of the property involved in the retion, which property ia hereln-

fact, u}t’i‘a‘ vlr&'n of such Corporation an! of nu lepal effect; {¢) that - . '

such unnuthor:zod acts conatf{tutad constructive fraud upon the rights

and that by resson thareo!l auch attempted conveysnces of

and () that tha descriptions in satd.ate -~

3 N +

Yt W ~

"3&3‘: £ 53

YHIR0 Juoiem .nmn;r COURy T
. COUNIY. OF GOXA ANA.. - - . . . o LTSI
3 MErmar bFFicE 4
o oe .. - e - B e — e A
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laintirs
Flein 14911 . . . .
',.. .. Y8, . No. gy . . Sl SRl i pprara e netl
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Victor E. Roybel, Victor A, Roybal T ——— ———— e
X8 he 15 somstimes known, Victor ai. . B

3
J
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- - —
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:aa
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FINAL DECREE
: 2

PAGES

03 AM

And Was Duly Recorded as instrument # 1202888

Of The Records Of Dona Ana County

o
3

} as

)

Lynn J. Ellins, County Clerk, Dona Ana, NM

Witness My Hand And Seal Of Office,
Cynthia Chavez

A0 AR AR

COUNTY OF DONA ANA
I Horeby Certify That This Instrument Was Filed for

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
Record On JAN 31, 2012 11:53,

Daputy

the plaintiff corpora~

-

. after deacribad- end {b) that moregveyr the offlcinls of the said Cor- .
poration, the Board of Directors and the mambern theraof wers not called - - ' ) — )

upon to suthoriss and did not suthorize the making of the conveyannes of

-—m o wde e .

i
1]

t
= o 2o cnstmnn s § evmso o
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. ’ ‘ LIRTS poon
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.
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SN B WA |, I VHIHLYIL TTOSUS AN Instrument #: 1202666

s ?/7

*

on Sy o

-

-.“MJ.V ..

bemptod convaynncea aa lntroduced In &Vidence “wars vague.and. .uncertaln

end insufficisnt to mtls "actorily ldentify the property in order to

base any claim thareon on behol of the dnfondente; and, (f) that no su--
thority nor right exiated nor wws shown whereby the Preudnnb of the
corporntlon s such, could convuvy such co-porn te prope rﬁryg%&éﬁﬁédualu
without uomiderahiou, (g) 8nd shut any such dseds or convnyéhe.és;_ﬁnhei' "
‘thhcunw«z.u a8 shown In tnia case. should be set sside and hald

for mughk' Wherefore .

--—:,--— T & 1 CGNSIDERED . URDERFD, M)Jb:)GF.D AND DECHEED' {s) That the estate
of the pluntirr corporation, Los Indigonea de Nueahra Sefiora ‘de Gua~ .

. da.l.upc, .Ln tha, progercy hereinu‘tcx- described is hersby established in
reld Corporation agsinat sny ard sll advarae claims of dofendants snd each

of-them, and any and all persons clnmlng by, chrough or under seid de-

L i fendants and eil of them, ond zhns the dn"cndm-ta be barred snd forever
oatoppad from having or claiming any ilen upon or sny right or title to

the prexises herelnafter descrihad ndverse to ths plaintiff; and thet
T .;~-. - .“pl_aim;irt'a title thereto be quisied and forever set at reat; .tho lond
the .t;tla of which {a heroin quieted in favor of the plaintiff, being
described as follows: Lota two (2) and thrae {3), Block 214,, in the
Indim Town of Guadalupe, noor Tortugna, Dom Ana County, New Mex}.co,
- sccording to Plat Né., 200 filed &r the Orffice o" the County "le'rk on
August 22, 1916, belng numberad #15982; and,
“-.Purthox_-‘(b) t;hnc‘ for the reazons stated following deeds be met aside,
o clncalled:.doolared null and vold and of no effect, such D:ada baing those
recorded in the 0rfico of the County Clork-and Recorder of Dona Ang" County,
New Hoxic;:. bein;g (a)Decd to Victor Hoybal., dated December 9, 1943, at
Book 12k, page 357; (b)

at Rook 119, pape 542: (@) Drmi to “anmvisve Morsno, detnd

Deed te Jennin £, doybal, dated Decembar 9, 1943,
Saptemnar 18,

. 1957, at fook 143, pegs 112; nnd (d) Teed bto Eatella R, Sanchez, dated
e, X September 18, 1957.:'.31: Rook 11;3; onpe 261; ond,

That defandanta-pny the €osts heroin to.be taxed.

0‘ {I&duy of November, &, D. 1958.

Purthor {e)

ulge ¢Ial DIstrict Court,
Slt.nng hernin by Désignation for snd In tha
Placre and Stead of the Distriet Judgs of

weputvcha Third Judicial District.

. DISTRICTEEY
Oa!.e. m;:_“gz'n.—w@’-..
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EXHIBIT F

Exemption 6 . V
) VA

GRANT OF RIGHT-OF-VAY Q\

Agreement made this 25 day of #gLebers , 1985
between La Corporacion de Los Indigenes de Muestra Semora de
. Guadalupe (hereinafter referred to in this instmument as "La
Corporacion') and New Mexico State University (hereinafter
referred to in this instrument as "fhe University").

WHEREAS La Corporacion is a nonprofit New Mexico
corporation dedicated to promoting certain cultural and religious
traditions, including the worship of our Lady of GuadaluPe; and

WHEREAS La Corporacion has conducted an .
pilgrimage from the Casa del Pueblo at Guadalupe (Tcrtugas) to
I DO soxetimes referred to as the [IEIIIEG:
since the 1800's; and )

WHEREAS the University is the custodian of the land upon
which SN is located, and owner of the land between
Guadalupe (Tortugas) and the mountain [l of interstate higisay -

P B - -

WHEREAS the University and La Corporacion have enjoyed a

long history of mutual respect and cooperation; and
WHEREAS the University wishes to support La Corporacion
in its efforts to continue its cultural and religious traditions;
NOW, THEREFORE, it is martually agreed and stipulated as

follows:



Text Box
Exemption 6


Exemption 6

New Mexico State University does hereby grant a
right-of-way unto la Corporacion, to enter University property
from December 10 to 12 of each year, and at other times subject
to approval of the University, for the purpose of conducting its
ammual pilgrimage to IO B by traveling from the Casa
del Pueblo to [ICNNN MM~ and to otherwise carry on its
religious traditions including the worship of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. It is understood and agreed that the route to be
followed from the Casa del Pucblo to [N SRR vy ve
changed by the University, 80 that it can enjoy full use of its
- land. This grant of right-of-way will be in effect for a period
of 99 years, and will expire automatically in the year 2084, 1a
Corporacion and the University ex?ressly resexve the right to
renew or extend this grant of right-of-way at any time before or
after this document has expired.

If this Lease is determined invalid by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the University shall not be lizble for
any damage to La Corporacion. This agreement is not valid until
approved by the Board of Regents of New Mexico State University.

WITMESS

Dlesw
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NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
‘ ) ss.
COUNTY OF DONA ANA )

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this _18th day
of November , 1985, by ROBERT L. GONZALES, HENRY F. NARVAEZ and
EMMA D. NARVAEZ, on bBehalf of La Corporacion de Los Indigenes de
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

Moy 231939

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
} ss.
COUNTY OF DONA ANA )

—. SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 25& day
of . 1985, by Oy urlewy , President, Board of

Regents, on behalf of New Mezico State /University.

é;dl

Nofary Public
My Commission Expires:

0 [t 1589
/L

6240C




Ohited States Department of<the Interior

BUREAU-OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Las Cruces Field Office
1800 Marquess
Las Cruces, NM 88005 S L)

vwwambimgoy - itials / Dat o af”
Initials / Date oY

N REPLY REFER TO:

NMNM 035370 Initials / Date /=" 5/2/ 07

2912 (03000) Initials / Date

Initials ) Daie

CERTIFIED-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
7003 1010 0000 6074 7228 MAY 11 2004

DECISION

Mr. Frank Torres :
President : Recreation and Public

Corporacion de Nuestra Senora : Purposes Lease
de Guadalupe (Tortugas) : NMNM 035370
P.O. Box 164 :

Mesilla Park, NM 88047

Renewal of L ease Approved

Fayorable consideration has been given the renewal application of Recreation and Public
Purposes Lease NMNM 035370 which will expire on May 13, 2004. Approval is hereby granted
to the renewal of the lease, effective May 13, 2004, for a 20-year period for the purpose of
religious rituals, pilgrimages, and sanctuary for Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe.

On February 19, 2004, rental in the amount of $250.00 was received. Rental for the 20-year
lease period of $200.00 will be applied. An overpayment of $50.00 will be refunded to you under
- separate cover within 5-10 working days. :

~The lessee agrees to comply with and be bound by the terns and conditions of the original lease
and to the Stipulations attached to and made a patt of the renewal lease as Exhibit C.

Should you have any questions contact Vickie Aguilar, Land Law Examiner, at (505) 525-4302 of
our office. : , , '

Tim L. Sanders

Tim L. Sanders
Supervisor Multi-Resource Specialist
Division of Multi-Resources

1 Enclosure
03000:VAguilar:x4302:5/10/04:NM035370 FILE COPY

)&/pﬂ:« - fRcoznep: (S 2
RQQQ_PH‘OU No /O %%/
Book 529 :
a3 (236-2A
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DEPARTMIPESF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

RECREATION OR PUBLIC PURPOSES LEASE

Senal Numbper

NMNM 035370

Act of June 14, 1926, as amended (48 U.8.C. 869 ez. seq.)

is lease entered into on this day of
‘horized officer of the Bureau of Land Management, and

1%% 2004y the United States of America, thelessor, through the

Corporation de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe of the Pueblo de

Guadalupe (Tortugas)

, hereinafter

{led the lessee, punmént and subject to the terms and provisions of the Recreation and Public P i
1 L urposes Act and to all reasonable xegulations of the
crelary of the Interior now or hereafier in force when not inconsistent with any exprese and specific provisions herein, which aagr‘;l made & part

reof,

ITNESSETH:

c.1. Thelessor, in consideration of therenta to bepaid and the conditions to be observed ashereinafier set forth, doeshereby gramt and ’
isee the right and privilege of using for the purposes hereinafier set forth in the following-described lands: andlessetothe

New Mexico Principal Meridian, New Mexico

ntaining (0,553 acres, together with the right to construct and maintain thereon all buildings or other improvements necessary for such uge

raperiodof 2§ Years;therentaltobe$10), 00

per annum. If, at theexpiration date of the lease the authorized officer shall determine

atthelease may be renewed, the lessee herein will be accorded the privilege of renewal upon such terms as may be fixed by the lessor, Thelesseemay

e the premises for religious rituals, pilgrimages and sanctuary for

2. 2. There are reserved to the Uniled Staies all mineral deposits in
d lands, together with the right to mine and remove the same under
plicable laws and regulations to be established by the Secretary of
: Interior. :

3. 8. The lessor reserves the right of eniry, or use, by
a) any authorized person, upon the leased area and into the
ldings constructied thereon fcr_the purpose of inspection;

3) Federal agents and pume wardens upon the leased area on
cial business:

1) the United States, its permittess and licensees. to mine and
wve the mineral deposits referred to in Sec. 2, above.

Nuestra Senora de.Guadalupe Corp

Sec. 4. In consideration of the foregoing, the lessee hereby agrees:;

(8) To improve and manage the leased area in accordance with the
plan of development and mansg ement designated as
an area for religious rituals, pilgrimages and
sanctuary for Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe Corp

ad approved by an
authorized officeron  May 13, 1959
or any modification thereof her-einafter approved by an authorized
officer, and to maintain all impro vements, during the term of this lease,
in a reasonably good state of rep air.

(b) To pay the lessor the annwal rental abave set forth in advance
during the continuance of this lease. ‘



Text Box
Exemption 6


» United States Department of Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1951 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, D.C, 20205 - . » -
.A';['TENTION: Federal Acknowledgment Project .
o Re: San Juan de Guadelupe 'I'iwe
Dear Sirs: '

As you well knew, I represen't the corporation "Los Indigenes °

de Nuestras Senora de Guadelupe" whq desires to oppose the Petition for

" federal acknuwledgmept of the "San Juan de ‘Guadelupe Tiwa'.. The purpose
of this letter is to provide background information 'to. the reasons behind the
oppos:ton. ' )

The corporation of "Los Indigenes de Nuestra Senora de Guadelupe" ]
is not per se in opposxtion to federal acknowledgment but desires to protect
their interests as a separate entity not affiliated in any way or form w1th the

"_petltionmg group. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the corporation's
Articles of Incorporation and a copy of its Bylaws., By rev1ew1ng the corporate

. “b'ylaws you will. note that the corporation is a not-for-profit corporation
organized under the laws of the State of New Mexico, whose membership consists \

" of Tiwa Indians and, in a few cases, spouses of Tiwa Indians, residing in the

. town of Tortugas, County of Dona Ana, State of New Mex:co. The corporation
is not closed to non-Indlans who live w1th1n the town of Tortugas. Artmles of
Incorporation were first filed by this group with the State of New Mexico on
May 14, 1914. 'fhe group re-incorporated or; August 24, 1963,

The corporaﬁon is the owner and fee of a tract of land with improve- .
ments thereon in the pueblo .of Guadelupe (Tortugas), State of New-Mexico.
Upon the tract of Jand is located the "Caaa del Pueblo (main meeting house)
the "Capza“ {chapel), "La Casa de, Comida" (eating 'house). and other improve-
ments. which all constitute the traditional meeting place for the annual tribal
fiesta,_ religious ceremonies, and formalv'triba] government,

The tract prescntly owned By the corporation was patented by the
United States on February 8, 1907, to the Dona Ana Bend Colony in. satisfaction
of a claim established under the Act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. 854) It was

deeded by the Board of Trustees of the Dona Ana Bend Colony Community Grant
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.Grant of January 8, 1909, to the Commissioners of the Pueblo of Guadelupe,
who in turn deeded it to the corporation on September 14, $914.
The corporation, since 1914, have actively carried on the religious

tradxﬁona?l form of government of the Tiwd Indian Tribe in Dona Ana County,

- ', New Mexico. From time to time during the period of existence. of the corpora-_

tion, and especially in recent times, a small faction’ °.£ Tiwa Indians have
attempted to gain control of the real léstate and chattels owned by the corpora-
tion. A history of such attempts are as follows:'

Tk&corporatioz'z.was forced to resort to the courts in 1948 in order

to protect its rights, all of which culminated in a suit brought by the corpora-

tiori in the Third Judicial District Court of Dona Ana County, New Mexico,

in a case styled Los Indigenes de Nuestra Senora de Guadelupe vs, Victor

. E._Roybal, et al., Case No. 14917, to quiet title to the real estate located

in the Pueblo de Guadelupe (Tortugas). By judgment of that Court, on

‘ April 1963, the ‘corparation's title to the tr,'ac’t of land with improvements

mentjoned was forever quieted and set to rest.

‘ On January 18, 1971, the above group requested that Congressman,
Manuel Lujan, Jr. » of New Mexico, attempt to have the Tribal Constitution -
of the Tiwa Tnbe of San Juan de Guadelupe recogngd. Congressman Lujan
referred the request to the Bureau of Indian Afﬁafs on January 18, 1971 for
approval. However, on March 11, 1971 the Bureau of Indian Affairs refused
such recognition of the Tribal Constitution,

Further attempts by the group to attam other benefits through the’
Trxbai 0peratmns Officer of the Albuquerque Area Office, Bureau of Inchan
Alfairs, were to no avail, A

On January 29, 2973, the group continued its efforts by filing a

.Complamt in the District Court of the United States for the District.of New

Mexico styled, Adolfe B. Avalos, et al, vs. Roger C. B, Morton, Secretary

. of the Tnterior of the United States of America, Cause No. 9920, The Complaint .

stated that the Plaintiffs were members of the Tiwa Tribe of American Indiané
of the Pueblo San Juan de Guadelupe, owning real and personal property indivi-

dually and real and pel:sona] property common as a Tribe of Indians, said pueblo
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located near Las Gruces, Dona Ana County, New Mexico. The Petitmners
were seeking benefits,. care and assistance of the Secretary of the Interior
under the provisions of the_Snvyder Act. l

. The corporation through its attorney, T. K. Campbell, Jr., inter-
vened as an interested party. Ultimately, a Motion to Dismiss or in the
alternative for Summary ‘Judgment was filed by the U. S. Attorney's Office,
' stetipg that the Court has no jurisdiction to grant the rélief requesfed,
that the Plaintiffs were not Indians within the purview of the Snyder Act,
that Plaintiffs faj]ed to exercise their administrative remedies, that ‘Congress
had not consented for the Unii:ed States to be sued in cases of this-nature,
and that Plaintiffs did not adequately represent the class allegedly affected.
The basis behind the last allegation were tﬁe vast majority of the Tiwa Indiaﬁs
in the Tortuges area did not want or need federal assistance and that the
cause of action was brdught about by a small group of individuals who did not
. represent the corporation. The Complaint was uitimately dismissed by United
States District Judge Verle Pay‘ne.

The group in i976 managed to' get Pete Dominici of New Mexico to
iritroduce a bill recognizing the Indians of Tortugas as American Indians and
. to qualify them for federal assistance. People who app;-o.ached the Senator
were not residents of Tortugas and were not active participents within tb =
" corporation. Members of the corporation- immediately submitted letters to
Senator‘Pete Dominici in opposition to the proposed bill as it was currently
written. They indicated that they did not want the corporation implicated or
asseciaiged with the group requesting such recegnition in any maﬁner and that
the group was not affiliated w1th the corporation or the town of Tortugas.
Subsequently, the bill died in committee and was not re-introduced by Senator
Dominici once he became -familiar with the circumstances behind the requested
assistance, =
_ The group is now attempting to achieve federal recognition through the

Umted States Department of the Interior by petitioning forfederal acknowledgment
as an Indian Tribe. ' The corporation believes that this attempt by méﬂ groupg
to obtain federal recognition is primarily an attempt by the parties to” gain conirol

of the real estate and chattels of the corporation through the aid of the United
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States govérnment and ‘that this group is wrongfully utilizing your agency

for-that purpose. As stated in your guideﬁnes for preparing a petition for

. federal acknowledgment as an Indian Tribe, 'in order to be acknoyvledgegl as an
‘Indian Tribe by the Department of the Interior, a Petitioner must meet all

seven of the criteria found in Sec. 54.7 of the Regulations, Subsection A - G.

The qorporatidn feels that the groupg requesting or seeking federal acknowledg-
ment’ will have a difficult time establishing the required criteria without the

and
use of the corporate nameq mdmm'iaﬂhnes, and would request that the

Department-of th& Interi,r does not confuse ‘the corporate existence and
association as one affiliated with that petitioning group. '

The Tiwa Indians have populated tﬁe’ 'Mesilla.Valley, County of Dona
Ana, State of New Mexico, for seventeen centuries. Since 1914 the only

viable and working tribal organization and tribal government has been carried

.on by the corporation. The vast majority of the ‘adult Tiwa Indians of the

Mesilla Valley are businessmen, farmers, ranchers and working people who have

‘ncver expected special treatment ‘and assistance from the United States as a

result of the fact that they are decendents of the first Americans, and they do

not now want or need s'ich assistance. The Board ‘of Directors of the

corporation has unanimously adopted a resolution that'the corporation is to be

. excluded from any form of recognition awaréling benéfits, care and -assistance

to the Tiwa Indians and the corporation, and fusthewmss-a-wewnit that the

corporation shall take all riecessary steps to protect its property interest in the

Pueblo de Guadelupe (Tortugas), and further has resolved that the petitioning

. group have no authority to act for or on behalf of the corporatmn.

The members of the corporation are not all necessarily Indian people.

' .It is very difficult to ascertain which residents of Tortugas are Indian, We

understan ‘{n the history of Tortugas, St some pueblo Indians did settle
there pessilsfy centuries ago. Some of the original members of tﬁe corporation
were. pueblo Indians probably of the Tiwa Tzibe. The corporation.continues
to carry on certain of the Indian ‘rit"ua‘ls,,'némely, of a -religious nature.

Thé corporatior is against federé;l recognition of Indian tribes in
Tortugas becausg of its fear of federal intervention and control, Benefits which

would be available to the corporation by achieving federal ‘recognition have been
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 explained to the tr;embers of 'the corporation, ‘however, they desire against
achieving such gtatus. The members of the cor;;oraj:ion‘want‘ to make it clear

" that they oppose the ﬁroposed recognition if their name and their lands are to
be affected, but do not oppose any group-requesting such recognition without
refefence to Tortugas or the corporation. Because of ;nany inst‘ances in the
p‘ast, the membezls' of the corporation feel that the individuals that are seeking
recognition are éttempting to gain control of the land which the corporation
owns Ain Tortugas. While they respef:t these individual's rights to attain
federal recognition, they do not want to be asso;:iatgd with such a group or
.recogmzed in any manner.

The corporation in Tortugas is a model of hlghly gelf-gufficient,
coéperating. self~contained community, one that is viabile because its
constituents work together to define arid to solve their own problems eRoblaair
swn without any intrus on from wellrmeaninghby misguided outsiders, They
feel that it ialthe right of the people in the. community to run themselves without

’ conforming to federal guidelines, . .
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. " Back in the early days people were, embarassed and ashamed to be

acknowlcdgcd asf Indians. It has not been untll recently that everyone has

jumped to the band wagon "claiming Indian ancestry in order to acqmre
-4l

. the beneﬁts that come with it . As we stated 'earher, the corporatmn '
“ ‘18 not against fedexjal recognition of any Indian group but will oppose |

ény” individual or group Aattempt';ing to nse the cornoration as a'“means to ‘
b_;aehi‘e\;e-?ederal'recoénition. Today the corpor.ation' is an qufs.t'an&ing.' as;eet
" to the commnnitir and this section of the .state, a unique organizaﬁon +
: ‘and a ‘worthy example qieibampesmibilities of their ancient and honorable
heritage, as the first Americans. They have peopled this region of beauty

and grandeur for centuries before European invaders ever dreamed of

tfieir existence, and’ they are an example of a group who are self—sufﬁcient

~———-Which ¥Fequiré fio federal intervention or benefit, I am hopeful that thiS‘
"——*“—posmon— paper Wil “éiiliglitén thé committee 80 that: they may better evahbate' '
———the—subject Petitlon- for acknbwledgment. “I~would" appreciate youtr” i ?'

i

—-—-—%keeping-me -ihformed as-to-the-status of this application, ~If you have afiy
1

————gquestions- regarding-this ‘matter; please do not hesitate to contact me." I

crme— Sin'cerely YO“I"S, e e e el s '1 '
—eee . MIKE-L.- BENAVIDEZ - — - = =o= == |

[— :. - wo  mmm g s mmemem L e e S ee
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itector .
John Belindo
{Kiowa-Navajo). -

torneys
Richard L. Young
Thoinas E. Lucbben, Je.

search Assistant

Robert Roman
" {Santa Ana)

e

mociale Altorneys

George Crossland
{Osage)

Vine Deloria, Jr.
(Standmg Rock Smu.x)

-Tom Dlamond
(El Paso)

John G. Ghostbear
{Sioux - Cherokee)

Harold M, Gross -
{Washington D.C.)

Ralph F. Keen
{Cherokee)

Rirke Kickingbird
(Kiowa)
Gerald Kinghorn
(Salt Lake City)

Vincent Knight
{Ponca) .
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{ OF LAS CRUCES

Y DEPARTMENT

*

. Native American Legal Delense and Education Fund

CArizona . . Ohkhomi . Colorado . Ciah
Albuquerque, New Mesico 871027 & (305) 247-2440

“Newe Mexien .
1015 Tijeras St,, NW, .

July 29, 1974

T.G. Gebhard, Jr. -

Director of Utilitiles ) .
P.0. Box 760 . ’
Las Cruces, New Mexico 886:

“"Dear Mr. Gebhard: o - .

. Enclosed are petitions ‘from members of

" the Tiwa Indian Tribe and 12sidents of the Village’
of Tortugas opposing the. extension of the Las '
Cruces clty water system into the Village.

The Tiwa Indlan Tribe, governed by its
Cacique, Vicente Roybal, and its Tiribal Council
1s the duly constltuted government of the Village
of Tortugas. The City of Las Cruces can not law-
fully extend 1ts water system into the Village of
Tortugas without the concurrence of the Village
government, which is the Cacique and Council of
Tiwa Indlian Tribe. We are not aware that the
Tortugas Improvement Association has any legal
status or any claim to governance of the Village.
Consequently, the Tortugas Improvement Association
has no autherity to approve extension of the water '
system and the city has no power to respond to
the Assoclation's request. The City of Las Cruces
certainly would n g -extend services to any other
town or village without the approval of the govern-
mental organization of such wvillage.

As you know, the Tita Tribal Council has
passed a resolutlion rejecting the City's offer to
extend water lines into the Village. The Tribe
therefore, requires that construction of the water
system be halted irimediately- pending further dis-
cussions with the City. - :

Véry truly yours,

/leuwzmer . 4;Z:;L¢%Z£;q
Thomas E. Luebben, Jr. g

e Staff Attorney
,-wa*'-',"l..‘ ’ . ‘ ‘ "

"TEL/ep T
Enclosures Tt

ot Lo

~e
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o . | ToTT Exemption 6 . :

Phe wedeesipned residents ol' the Vilinge of Tort wau, LM,
il persuens havivg an interest dn the affaivs of the Villagz, ar:
)ppo“cd to the extenslion ol the wualer uyshum of the City of Lag
.ruccu to and into theo Villapge, and haroby ruqueat that plananing

‘or suph.extension of city water facilities be halted imnec;ately.

Resident of Member o“ Tlga "
Village of Indiarn Tribe )
Name .$ortuﬁas of Tortumas

Checlt -

/ / ;/‘c’., \7'/%/4,'”/ Q/.u
M, £ 7 ¥ JZ

/ﬂ/zszzéﬁ

QL'/)”/Q/’A i3 ;‘:7_,(24,—,

Loy A «ok?,//,ng,ﬁ"

L// - ==
,,.‘-r—"” /4 ‘.\ oy s ///////‘
N ,/ -
/(./ 4
1 2
P bk - S et e

Pl
7 l.-/

. /“- / - .r._;/
// / Y,
I/ -—-i-'y.' Pt
7 - T—— T

. - e “
_/( ._'/..;'./;“(.;//./' 10 Sy e

‘\
i\
\§ .

e e m “*4‘“‘/&’”‘%%&3&»%“% . .
e . ‘. ’ ) e

/( .) 14 -"".r/'{it AT Y,
4 -



Text Box
Exemption 6


PET UYL Exemption 6

- v - - m— —

Villag:r ol Tart. gis, l.'.f'f.,'

The wnlersipnmd rosidenis of Lhe
and persons havlng @y interest in the affairs of the Village, zre
opposed to the cvtcnaion of the waler system of the City &8 Las

Cruces to and lnto the Village, and hLPQDJ request that planning
for such extension of city water facilities be halted immediatelﬁ.

Member of Tiwa
Indian Tribe

Resident of
Village of

|

Nane * Tortuzas of Tortugszas
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f ..
The undevsioned roes vd\nlu ol Lhc Vlllnmu of ‘lurtupus, H.6.,

and pecsons having an inlavast in Lnu afralvs of the Villagey, are

opposa2d to the extenslon of the water system of the City "of Las
Cruces to and into the Village, and hercehy request that planning
for sugh, cxtension of city water faclllities be halted immediately.

Resident of Member of Ti@a
Village of Indian Tribe

A Hame Tortumas of Tortugas
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The underslpned residents ol Lhwe Vithipe of Torbuw - is,. H.al.
”» >

and persons having an intovest in the alralrs of the Village, ar.:

opposed to the extension of the water system of the City of Lzs
Cruces'to and into the Village, and hercby zuqunst that planﬂ*n'
for suéh.extension of city water facilitles be halted immediately.

Resident of Member of Tiwa

. - Village. of Indian Tribe
Name ) Tortuzas of Tortunaes
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