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Good morning, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee.  My name is George Skibine.  

I am the Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs at the Department of 

the Interior (Department).  Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of 

the Department on H.R. 1554, a bill to take certain property in McIntosh County, Oklahoma, 

into trust for the benefit of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. 

 

H.R. 1554 involves the transfer of certain lands into trust for the benefit of an Indian tribe.  

President Obama committed to work with federally recognized Indian tribes on a 

government-to-government basis on matters that affect them.  It is in the spirit of this 

commitment that the Department looks forward to the opportunity to work with members of 

Congress, the Muscogee Creek Nation (Tribe) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

regarding H.R. 1554.  

 

H.R. 1554 would transfer administrative jurisdiction of approximately 18 acres of Federal 

land located in McIntosh County, Oklahoma at Lake Eufaula to the Secretary of the Interior  

(Secretary) and direct the Secretary to take such lands into trust for the benefit of the Tribe.  

The Department supports H.R. 1554, but has several concerns regarding the bill as it is 

currently drafted. 

 

The Department is aware that the Tribe does own certain property in fee near and around 

Fountainhead Lodge near Lake Eufaula in Oklahoma.  The Department is also aware that 

another tract of land adjacent to the tract already owned by the Tribe is owned by the federal 

government and is under the administrative jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

for project operations at Lake Eufaula.  It is that tract owned by the federal government, 

which is approximately 18 acres, that is the subject of H.R. 1554. 

 

While H.R. 1554 does provide a definition of the property in Sec. 2(e), the Department does 

have a map and legal description of the land referred to in H.R. 1554 that is more specific 

and recommends that language be inserted into H.R. 1554 to reflect this map and legal 

description (Attachment A).  The Department appreciates the opportunity provided in the bill 

to conduct a survey satisfactory to the Secretary to determine the exact acreage and legal 

description of the land.  However, the Department recommends that the bill also provide for 
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the involvement of the Secretary of the Army in making these determinations since the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers has administrative jurisdiction over these lands.   

 

H.R. 1554 also does not identify the other federal agency that currently has administrative 

jurisdiction over the property referred to in the bill and the Department recommends inserting 

language referencing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The Department agrees with the 

language that requires the satisfaction of the Secretary for the transfer of the property, but 

also believes such “satisfaction” language should include the other federal agency, which is 

the Corps.  The Department is also concerned with the language in the bill referring to the 

“reservation of flowage easements consistent with the Acquisitions Guide Line for Flowage 

Easement for the Lake Eufaula project and other applicable policies for that project.”  The 

Department understands that such flowage easements would be operated by the Corps and as 

such, the Corps should also have an opportunity to provide comments on the bill. 

 

The Department is also concerned that H.R. 1554 is unclear as to the requirement for and 

costs associated with environmental site assessment prior to taking the land into trust.  The 

Department recommends inserting language that requires an environmental site assessment 

of the property prior to taking the property into trust for the Tribe.  Finally, the Department 

and the U.S. Army Corps note that each agency would likely incur administrative costs 

associated with the transfer of the property into trust.   

 

This concludes my prepared statement.  I will be happy to answer any questions the 

Committee may have. 


