
 Indian Affairs - Office of Public Affairs
Media Contact: NewsMedia@bia.gov
For Immediate Release: August 15, 2020
Print PDF

WASHINGTON – Today, President Donald J. Trump signed the Great American Outdoors Act into law,
which will significantly help address the historically underfunded, multi-billion-dollar deferred
maintenance backlog at our national parks and public lands. In celebration of this historic achievement,
U.S. Secretary of the Interior David L. Bernhardt announced that entrance fees paid by visitors coming
to lands managed by the Department will be waived on August 5, 2020. Secretary Bernhardt also
announced that August 4th will be designated “Great American Outdoors Day,” a fee-free day each year
moving forward to commemorate the signing of the Act.

“President Trump has just enacted the most consequential dedicated funding for national parks, wildlife
refuges, public recreation facilities and American Indian school infrastructure in U.S. history,” said
Secretary Bernhardt. “I’ve designated August 4th as Great American Outdoors Day and waived
entrance fees to celebrate the passage of this historic conservation law.”

Entrance fees will be waived at all fee collecting public lands at the National Park Service (NPS), the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service). The Department holds
fee-free days throughout the year to encourage visitation and appreciation for America’s public lands.
On fee-free days, site-specific standard amenity and day-use fees at recreation sites and areas will be
waived for the specified dates. Other fees, such as overnight camping, cabin rentals, group day use, and
use of special areas, will remain in effect.

The remaining fee-free days in 2020 are:

NPS:

August 5: Great American Outdoors Act Commemoration
August 25: National Park Service Birthday
September 26: National Public Lands Day
November 11: Veterans Day

BLM:

August 5: Great American Outdoors Act Commemoration
September 26: National Public Lands Day
November 11: Veterans Day

FWS:

August 5: Great American Outdoors Act Commemoration
September 26: National Public Lands Day
October 11: First Sunday of National Wildlife Refuge Week
November 11: Veterans Day

https://www.bia.gov/node/36331/printable/pdf


Background

On March 3, President Trump called on Congress to send him a bill that fully and permanently funded
the Land and Water Conservation Fund and restored our National Parks. The President noted that it
would be historic for America’s beautiful public lands when he signed such a bill into law.

The Trump Administration worked with Congress to secure the passage of this landmark conservation
legislation, which will use revenues from energy development to provide up to $1.9 billion a year for
five years in the National Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund to provide needed
maintenance for critical facilities and infrastructure in our national parks, forests, wildlife refuges,
recreation areas and American Indian schools. It will also use royalties from offshore oil and natural gas
to permanently fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund to the tune of $900 million a year to invest
in conservation and recreation opportunities across the country.

Last year, the NPS welcomed 327 million visitors who generated an economic impact of more than $41
billion and supported more than 340,000 jobs. Increasing popularity of our public lands has resulted in
our national parks needing upgrades and improvements for more than 5,500 miles of paved roads,
17,000 miles of trails and 24,000 buildings. This legislation finally provides a long-term solution to this
significant issue for the benefit of the American people and the betterment of our public lands.

Approximately 67 million visitors annually come to BLM-managed lands, supporting approximately
48,000 jobs nationwide and contributing almost $7 billion to the U.S. economy. BLM-managed public
lands offer a wide array of recreational opportunities, including hiking, hunting, fishing, camping,
mountain biking, horseback riding, boating, rafting, off-highway vehicle driving, rock climbing and
more.

The Service welcomes approximately 54 million people to refuges each year. Their spending generates
$3.2 billion in sales to local economies, employing more than 41,000 people and providing $1.1 billion in
employment income.

The Department continues to urge visitors to do their part when visiting their public lands and follow
guidance provided by the CDC, state and local public health officials to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

The proclamation can be found online.
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