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1 PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 

Saddle Butte Pipeline LLC. (SBP) proposes to authorize a pipeline revision from a 4-inch gas line 
previously authorized by the Saddle Butte Trunk Line EA dated September 2010, and their Saddle 
Butte Trunk Line EA Addendum dated October 2010, both of which a FONSI was issued for. The 
pipeline revision would involve the installation of an 8-inch produced water line in place of the 
previously approved 4-inch gas line. The 8-inch water line would be installed within the previously 
approved 100-foot right-of-way (ROW), as amended in the Environmental Assessment Addendum for 
Saddle Butte Pipeline, Saddle Butte Trunk Lines, dated October 1, 2010. No additional environmental 
impacts are anticipated for the proposed action. Please refer to Figure 1, Project Location Map. 

The purpose of the proposed pipeline revision is to replace an un-needed pipeline with a pipeline that 
would reduce truck traffic as well as minimizing environmental, public health and safety concerns. 
The previously approved 4-inch gas pipeline was determined to be unnecessary and is proposed to be 
substituted with an 8-inch produced water line that would transport produced water from the 
wellhead to a central location for disposal. 

No additional on-site surveys are required for the proposed action. 
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Figure 1, Project Location Map 
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2 AUTHORITIES 

Oil and gas exploration and development activities are conducted under authority of the Indian 
Mineral Leasing Act of 1938 (25 United States Code [USC] 396a, et seq.), the Indian Mineral 
Development Act of 1982 (25 USC 2101, et seq.), and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 USC 15801, et 
seq.). 

3 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION 

The proposed pipeline would be located in Dunn and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota, in the 
following locations: 

• T147N, R93W, Sections 6 and 7 

• T148N, R93W, Sections 31 and 32 

• T148N, R94W, Sections 2, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 24, and 25 

• T148N, R95W, Sections 1 and 12 

• T149N, R93W, Sections 18, 19, 30, and 31 

• T149N, R94W, Sections 1, 12, 13, and 31-33 

• T149N, R95W, Sections 25 and 36 

• T150N, R94W, Sections 26, 27, and 33-36 

4 SCOPE OF WORK FOR PROPOSED ACTION 

The proposed project would install an 8-inch produced water pipeline within the same ROW as was 
previously approved for the 4-inch gas line in the Saddle Butte Trunk Line EA Addendum. The 
proposed pipeline substitution would replace an un-needed gas pipeline with a produced water 
pipeline that would reduce trucking related transportation and reduce environmental, health and 
safety impacts. The previously approved 4-inch gas pipeline was determined to be unnecessary and is 
proposed to be changed to an 8-inch water line that would transport produced water from the 
wellhead to a central location for disposal. No additional environmental impacts aside from those 
disclosed in the Environmental Assessment are anticipated from construction of the proposed 
pipeline.  
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5 APPLICABLE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) DOCUMENTS 

The following NEPA documents have been previously approved by the BIA for the proposed action:  

• Environmental Assessment, Saddle Butte Pipeline, Saddle Butte Trunk Lines, Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservation, September 2010. The EA FONSI was issued September 2010. 

• Environmental Assessment Addendum, Saddle Butte Pipeline, Addendum to Saddle Butte 
Trunk Lines, Fort Berthold Indian Reservation, September 2010. The EA FONSI was issued 
October 2010. 

6 ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

The following discussion addresses environmental and social impacts as a result of the pipeline 
substitution. Impacts are only discussed if the pipeline substitution has changed the impact 
assessment reflected in the September 2010 EA and September 2011 EA Addendum, or to note why 
the impact assessment has not changed. 

A .  A i r  Q u a l i t y  
The proposed project would have a beneficial impact on air quality due to the anticipated reduction 
in truck related transportation. This would reduce truck related emissions as well as levels of fugitive 
dust associated with vehicular traffic on unpaved roadways. 

B .  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y  
The proposed project would substitute a pipeline transporting potentially explosive hydrocarbons in a 
gaseous state with one transporting an unreactive stable liquid. In the unlikely event of a pipeline 
rupture, the proposed produced water line would be far less likely to result in a catastrophic event 
relative to the previously approved gas line. The proposed pipeline substitution would also reduce 
the volume of truck traffic on public roadways, making them safer for public travel. 

7 NEPA ADEQUACY CRITERIA 

This document has identified two previously prepared NEPA documents: Environmental Assessment, 
Saddle Butte Pipeline Trunk Lines, Fort Berthold Indian Reservation, September 2010 and 
Environmental Assessment Addendum, Saddle Butte Pipeline Trunk Lines, Fort Berthold Indian 
Reservation, September 2010 which adequately describes the environmental consequences of the 
newly proposed actions described herein, and meets the following NEPA Adequacy Criteria: 

1. The proposed actions are substantially the same actions and at the sites specifically analyzed 
in the existing NEPA documents. 

2. The range of alternatives is reasonable with respect to the current proposed actions in the 
existing NEPA documents, which appropriately considers and analyzes current 
environmental concerns, interests, and resource values. 
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3. The existing analysis and conclusions are adequate in the existing NEPA documents. The 
analysis is still valid in light of new studies and/or resource assessment information. 

4. The methodology and analytical approach used in the existing NEPA documents continues to 
be appropriate for the proposed actions. 

5. The direct and indirect impacts of the proposed actions are unchanged from those identified 
in the existing NEPA documents. 

6. The cumulative impacts that would result from implementation of the proposed actions are 
unchanged from those analyzed in the existing NEPA documents. 

7. A 30-day comment period involving public input and interagency review was used in the 
development of the existing NEPA documents. 
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