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1. Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action 

Enerplus Resources (USA) Corporation (Enerplus) is proposing to drill an additional 
exploratory Bakken formation oil well on the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation to evaluate 
and possibly develop the commercial potential of natural resources. Developments have been 
proposed on land held in trust by the United States in Dunn County, North Dakota. The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is the surface management agency for potentially affected 
tribal lands and individual allotments. The BIA also holds title to subsurface mineral rights. 
The economic development of available resources and associated BIA actions are consistent 
with BIA’s general mission. Leasing and development of mineral resources offers substantial 
economic benefits to the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation 
and to individual tribal members. 

The purpose of the proposed action is to authorize Enerplus to drill a second well (Sitka 149-
93-06A-3H TF), to the Three Forks formation, on the approved Yellowbird 6A-1H well pad. 

2. Authorities 

Oil and gas exploration and development activities are conducted under authority of the 
Indian Mineral Leasing Act of 1938 (25 United States Code [USC] 396a, et seq.), the Indian 
Mineral Development Act of 1982 (25 USC 2101, et seq.), and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
(42 USC 15801, et seq.). 

3. Legal Land Description for Proposed Action 

The well pad is approximately 3.0 miles northeast of Mandaree in the NW¼ NE¼ of Section 
6, Township 149 North, Range 93 West, Dunn County, North Dakota (Figure 1). The 
proposed Sitka 149-93-06A-3H TF well will have a bottomhole location approximately 4,507 
feet south and 1,562 feet east of the surface location, in the SE¼ SE¼ of Section 6, Township 
149 North, Range 93 West, Dunn County (Figure 1).  

4. Scope of Work for Proposed Action 

Enerplus proposes to drill a second well to the Three Forks formation on the approved well 
pad. There will be no additional surface disturbance to the well pad. 

5. Applicable National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Document(s) 

Environmental Assessment: Enerplus Resources (USA) Corporation: Birdbear 6C-1H and 
Yellowbird 6A-1H, September 2010. 

6. Other Relevant Documentation 

None. 
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7. NEPA Adequacy Criteria 

This document has identified the above-mentioned previously prepared NEPA document, 
which adequately describes the environmental consequences of the newly proposed action 
described herein, and meets the following NEPA Adequacy Criteria. 

1. The proposed action is substantially the same action and at the site specifically 
analyzed in the existing NEPA document. 

2. The range of alternatives is reasonable with respect to the current proposed action in 
the existing NEPA document, which appropriately considers and analyzes current 
environmental concerns, interests, and resource values. 

3. The existing analysis and conclusions are adequate in the existing NEPA document. 
The analysis is still valid in light of new studies or resource assessment information. 

4. The methodology and analytical approach used in the existing NEPA document 
continues to be appropriate for the proposed action. 

5. The direct and indirect impacts of the proposed action are unchanged from those 
identified in the existing NEPA document. 

6. The cumulative impacts that would result from implementation of the proposed action 
are unchanged from those analyzed in the existing NEPA document. 

7. A 30-day comment period involving public input and interagency review was used in 
the development of the existing NEPA document. 

8. Cultural Resources 

A cultural resource inventory for this well pad was conducted by SWCA Environmental 
Consultants, using an intensive pedestrian methodology. Approximately 24.79 acres were 
inventoried on June 10, 2010 (Hutchinson and Klitzka 20101). As the lead federal agency, and 
as provided for in Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800.5, on the basis of the information 
provided, BIA reached a determination of no historic properties affected for these 
undertakings. This determination was communicated to the Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer on July 14, 2010, and the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer concurred on July 22, 
2010. 

                                                 
1 Hutchinson, Alan, and Nelson Klitzka. 2010. A Class I and Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the 
Enerplus Yellowbird #1-06H Well Location and Access Road on the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation, Dunn 
County, North Dakota. Submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs-Great Plains Regional Office by SWCA 
Environmental Consultants, Bismarck, North Dakota. 
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Figure 1. Map of Sitka 149-93-06A-3H TF Location. 
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APPENDIX A  
Plats, Drawings, and Diagrams for Proposed Sitka 149-93-06A-3H TF Well 
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