


































































































































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix F  
 

 

Agency Correspondence  

 

 
Darcie 34X-14 Well Pad and Access Road Environmental Assessment 

XTO Energy 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Carol_Aron@fws.gov [mailto:Carol_Aron@fws.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2010 8:54 AM 
To: Bacon, Lynn 
Cc: Jeffrey_Towner@fws.gov; William_Bicknell@fws.gov; marie_nelson@fws.gov; 
carol_aron@fws.gov 
Subject: Re: addendum to Dec172009 XTO Ltr 
 
 
Lynn, 
Thank you for contacting us regarding an additional well site at  Darcie 34X-14, 
T.148N., R. 92 W, SE ¼, SW ¼, Section 14.  I have reviewed the site location and 
have no further information to add about this well.  The recommendations in the 
December 17, 2009 letter also apply to this site. 
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions. 
 
Carol Aron 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
Telephone:  (701) 355-8506 
Fax:  (701) 355-8513 
E-mail: Carol _Aron@fws.gov 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

From: Dirk, Christine N. G. [mailto:cdirk@nd.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2010 2:44 PM 

To: Bacon, Lynn 
Subject: addendum to Nov72009 XTO Ltr 

 
Lynn, 
 

Kathy forwarded your message.  I checked our database for the added area – Section 14, T148N, R92W.  

We have no comments to add to the November 17, 2009 letter. 
 

 
Christine Dirk 
Natural Resource Division 
  
North Dakota Parks & Recreation Department 
1600 East Century Ave., Suite 3 
Bismarck, ND  58503 
Ph. 701-328-5368    Fax 701-328-5363 
cdirk@nd.gov 
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From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [mailto:Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2010 12:06 PM 
To: Bacon, Lynn 
Subject: RE: closest LT nest 
 
Hi Lynn, 
 
Attached is a pdf of the area around the proposed project with the closest 
endangered species nesting. It is slim pickings; there has been only the one 
piping plover nest at Ruona Bay in 2001. The birds just don't use the area. 
Also, the Missouri River Arm of Lake Sakakawea was not included as critical 
habitat for the piping plover. 
 
Greg 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [mailto:Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil]  
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2010 1:33 PM 
To: Bacon, Lynn 
Subject: RE: closest LT nest 
 
Hi Lynn, 
 
 The closest historic least tern nests are around eight to nine miles 
northeast of the proposed project in Deepwater Bay, which is along the east 
shore of Lake Sakakawea southwest of Parshall ND. I looked at my critical 
habitat map and stand corrected. Piping plover critical habitat extends 15 
miles up the Little Missouri River Arm, just past Wolf Chief Bay. 
 
Greg  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [mailto:Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 11:52 AM 
To: Bacon, Lynn 
Subject: RE: last set 
 
Hi Lynn, 
 
 Attached is a pdf of a map showing the tern and plover nesting sites 
closest to the proposed drill pads and a spreadsheet with the number of nests by 
location, species and year. There are two areas that are near the proposed sites, 
Pouch Point and Independence Point. Pouch Point is located on the north side of 
the lake across from the drill pad locations. This area has seen increased use by 
the piping plovers over the last three years after only being used once 
previously in 1995. Independence Point is the collective name given to the 
shoreline that runs northwest to southeast from Independence Point. It has seen 
sporadic use from 1993-2009. The last time least terns nested along this 
shoreline was in 1997. The last time piping plovers nested here was in 2008. The 
imagery is from 2003; that is why some of the later nests appear to be in the 
water. Hope this is what you need. 
 
Greg 
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From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [mailto:Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil]  
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 8:49 AM 
To: Bacon, Lynn 
Subject: RE: last set 
 
Hi Lynn, 
 
It is time to retire. I went back into the data and found I made a mistake in the 
table. It was 2 plover nests along Independence in 1997 and zero tern nests. The 
only tern nests were the five in 1994 and the one in 1995. All were located in 
the little inlet where you see the green 1995 triangle. The 1994 tern nests at 
that location are gray squares. Thanks for catching the error. 
 
Greg  
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From: Sorensen, Charles G NWO [mailto:Charles.G.Sorensen@usace.army.mil]  

Sent: Friday, April 16, 2010 3:25 PM 
To: Miller, Chris 

Cc: Brown, Phillip H NWO; Phelps, Linda M NWO; Klein, Kasondra L NWO 
Subject: Comments and Concerns on the Darcie 34X-14 Well Site 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Garrison Dam/Lake Sakakawea Project requests that XTO Energy 
consider and if at all possible implement the following management practices during the exploration 
phase of the Darcie 34X-14 Well site. 

 
Due to the close proximity of the well location to lands managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) there is a high risk that any storm water runoff from the well location will enter the  Missouri 
River/Lake Sakakawea. As such the USACE would request that Marathon consider the construction/ 
establishment of a catch trench located on the down sloping side of the well pad. Said trench would help 
in containing any hazardous wastes  from the well pad. Those fluids that accumulate in the trench should 
be pumped out and disposed of properly. 

 
As previously mentioned the location of the proposed well site is extremely close to lands managed by 
the USACE and as previously stated the possibility for contamination of the Missouri River/Lake 
Sakakawea is of great concern to this agency. To aid in the prevention of hazardous wastes from entering 
the aforementioned bodies of water, the USACE would strongly recommend that a Closed Loop Drilling 
Method be used in the handling of  all drilling fluids. 

 
Should  living quarters be established  onsite it is requested that all sewage collection systems  be of a 
closed design and all holding tanks are to be either double walled or contained in a secondary 
containment system. All sewage waste removed from the well site location should be disposed of 
properly. 
 
That all additional fill material required for the construction of the well pad is obtained  from a private 
supplier who’s material  has been certified as being free of all noxious weeds.  

 
That prior to the drilling rig and associated equipment be placed that said equipment  be either pressure 
washed or air blasted off  Tribal lands to prevent the possible transportation of noxious or undesirable 
vegetation  onto Tribal lands as well as USACE managed lands. 

 
That no surface occupancy be allowed within ½ mile of any known Threatened or Endangered  Species 
critical habitat.  

 
No withdrawal of water from Lake Sakakawea via the adjacent recreation area (McKenzie Bay) will be 
allowed.  
 
No vehicles  and or equipment associated with the drilling of the well will be allowed within the 
recreational area (private vehicles are allowed). 
If you have any questions regarding the above recommendations please feel free to contact me  
 

Charles Sorensen  
Natural Resource Specialist  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
Riverdale, North Dakota Office  
(701) 654 7411 ext 232  
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