






































































































































































































































 

Appendix F  
 

 

Agency Correspondence 
 

 

WalterPacksWolf 31X-12 Well Pad and Access Road Environmental Assessment 

XTO Energy 
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From: Sorensen, Charles G NWO [mailto:Charles.G.Sorensen@usace.army.mil]   

Sent: Monday, April 12, 2010 2:39 PM  

To: Miller, Chris  

Subject: Comments on the Walterpackswolf Well 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Garrison Dam/Lake Sakakawea Project requests that XTO 

Energy consider and if at all possible implement the following management practices during the 

exploration phase of the Walterpackswolf 31X-12 well. 

 

Due to the close proximity of the well location to lands managed by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers  (USACE) there is a high risk that any storm water runoff from the well location will 

enter the  Missouri River/Lake Sakakawea. As such the USACE would request that XTO 

consider the construction/establishment of a catch trench located on the down sloping side of the 

well pad. Said trench would help in containing any hazardous wastes from the well pad. Those 

fluids that accumulate in the trench should be pumped out and disposed of properly. 

 

As previously mentioned the location of the proposed well site is extremely close to lands 

managed by the USACE and as previously stated the possibility for contamination of the 

Missouri River/Lake Sakakawea is of great concern to this agency. To aid in the prevention of 

hazardous wastes from entering the aforementioned bodies of water, the USACE would strongly 

recommend that a Closed Loop Drilling Method be used in the handling of all drilling fluids.  

Should living quarters be established  onsite it is requested that all sewage collection systems  be 

of a closed design and all holding tanks are to be either double walled or contained in a 

secondary containment system. All sewage waste removed from the well site location should be 

disposed of properly. 

    

That all additional fill material required for the construction of the well pad is obtained  from a 

private supplier who’s material  has been certified as being free of all noxious weeds.  

That prior to the drilling rig and associated equipment be placed that said equipment be either 

pressure washed or air blasted off Tribal lands to prevent the possible transportation of noxious 

or undesirable vegetation onto Tribal lands as well as USACE managed lands. 

 

That no surface occupancy be allowed within ½ mile of any known Threatened or Endangered 

Species critical habitat.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the above recommendations please feel free to contact me  

 

Charles Sorensen   

Natural Resource Specialist   

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers   

Riverdale, North Dakota Office   

(701) 654 7411 ext 232 
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