Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 17, 2014

The Honorable Kevin K. Washburn

Assistant Secretary — Bureau of Indian Affairs
U.S. Department of Interior

MS-4141-MIB

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Assistant Secretary Washburn,

We write to you today regarding the Department of Interior’s efforts to reform the process for
Native American tribes to receive federal recognition.

We have heard from tribal leaders in Michigan about the difficulty of the current process of
secking recognition through the Department. Tribes have spent decades and millions of dollars
working to build their case and document their history in an effort to receive recognition. For
many tribes, the process has been so difficult, they have been forced to find alternative means of
secking recognition, including legislative remedies.

We applaud your effort to reform the process in a way that promotes efficiency, transparency,
and accuracy. It is our hope that you will work with our tribal leaders and communities across
the country and in Michigan to further improve the proposed rules and ensure that all tribes are
given a fair shot at federal recognition.

Sincerely,

Senator T > Stabenow Senator Carl Levin



