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Mr. Kevin Washburn

Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior
MS-3071-MIB

1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

May 27, 2014

Dear Assistant Secretary Washburn:

| am taking this opportunity to correspond with you in my capacity as Chief of the Schaghticoke Tribal
Nation, a State- recognized tribe since 1735, with an established historic reservation located in Kent, Connecticut.
We are clearly the First citizens of the area that subsequently became the Colony of Connecticut, and later the
State of Connecticut.

By way of introduction, you may recall that when my daughter, Melissa Velky, graduated from the
University of New Mexico Indian Pre Law Class in 2008, | had the pleasure of meeting you. As the leader of the
Schaghticoke Tribal Nation | look forward to building upon a meaningful relationship of mutual respect and
understanding.

The Bureau’s efforts to put together the first draft of proposed changes to Part 83 of Title 25 of the Code
of Federal Regulations relating to the Federal Recognition process was well received by mainstream Native
America. Unfortunately, the proposed rule’s supplemental provision granting third parties the right to object or
consent to any tribal effort to re-petition does not, | believe, comport with the due process and equal protection
principles of our Constitution. Nor does the U.S. Constitution provide that a state and its political subdivisions may
exercise an absolute veto over the exercise of constitutional authority vested exclusively in the Federal
government.

As you may know, on January 29, 2004, the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation was granted Federal Recognition
by the Acting Assistant Secretary, Aurene Martin, who deemed our petition for Federal acknowledgment the “best
petition” the Bureau had reviewed during her tenure at the Department.

However, immediately thereafter, the State of Connecticut and local Connecticut towns waged a broad-
based and relentless campaign with the former Republican Administration to undo the Schaghticoke’s Federally-
recognized status. While citing minor technical issues to justify their proposal that the government rescind our
recognition, they also made clear that the real source of their opposition was the prospect that Federal recognition




would lead to the establishment of a third gaming facility in Connecticut. Ultimately, the State of Connecticut
prevailed and in a little over a year’s time, the Deputy Secretary of Interior issued a “reconsidered final
determination” concluding that the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation was not entitled to Federal recognition.

Now the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation is witnessing yet another attack upon its efforts to secure a re-
affirmation of its status as a Federally- recognized tribe, as documented in a press release issued May 22, 2014 by
the Governor, the Attorney General, and the members of the congressional delegation of Connecticut. | am
certain that your office is cognizant of the fact that Connecticut is the only state that has launched a concerted
effort to prevent any changes to the existing regulations, and that Governor Malloy made a personal visit to the
White House to demand a revision to the changes proposed by the Bureau to the existing Federal
acknowledgment regulations. (see related article set forth below) by advocating that:

(a) provisions be included in the proposed rule that would afford special consideration to be given to the
State of Connecticut against its Native American Tribes, and more specifically to;

(b} prevent the Schaghticoke people from securing our rightful place amongst the family of Federally-
recognized tribes.

It is indeed ironic, to say the least, that the State of Connecticut would engage in such a public, political
battle against a tribal nation that the State itself has recognized for nearly 300 years and for which it established a
reservation centuries ago. Today, the State of Connecticut wishes to turn its institutional back on that history and
assure that the United States government does not follow Connecticut’s own historical actions. Clearly, the State
does not wage this battle in an effort to improve the Federal acknowledgment process — but rather, as evidenced
by the statements of its political leaders, the State seeks only to assure that the tribes of Connecticut never attain
recognition by the Federal government.

I have been duly impressed by your commendable support and commitment to Native Americans in your
capacity as the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, and | have every confidence that despite external political
pressures being brought to bear on this Administration, you have the integrity, honor, and stature to maintain an
open mind and a standard of fairness in the face of such strong political opposition.

Under the unique and unprecedented circumstances of having had our Federally-recognized status
unjustifiably withdrawn, the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation is seeking to restore our Federal recognition. Toward this
end, | believe that a meeting with you would be mutually beneficial, and thus, | write to request such a meeting at
your earliest convenience.

In Brotherhood,

Lo L1 W

Richard L. Velky Chief
Schaghticoke Tribal Nation

626 Washington Rd.
Woodbury, CT 06798
Home - 203-263-0439 Cell - 203-560-2202

http://www.pechanga.net/content/interior-proposes-reform-federal-acknowledgment-regulations
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(Connecticut) -- The possibility of Schaghticoke tribal recognition touched Kent again recently. U.S. Sen. Christopher Murphy,
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Kent
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The possibility of Schaghticoke tribal recognition touched Kent again recently.

U.S. Sen. Christopher Murphy, D-Conn., spoke at a recent gathering at the Kent School
headmaster's home addressing the topic.

A small gathering of invited guests at Headmaster Richard W. Schell's residence included Don
Bower, an attorney representing Kent School in its attempts to deal with the possibility of
recognition of the Schaghticokes by the federal Department of the Interior.

Both men spoke of their efforts to address the issue, according to Kent First Selectman Bruce
Adams.

"I walked out feeling a bit more confident than I had walking in," said Adams. "There are a
group of people in Kent who have been working behind the scenes, who have made inroads
in Washington."

The Schaghticoke Tribal Nation has sought federal recognition for decades, with two factions of
the original Schaghticoke tribe opposing one another for leadership.

The Schaghticokes claim a large section of the town, including the Kent School property, fall
under the tribe's domain.

In March, a draft regulation for education reform for Native American tribes was published by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

It spoke of educating Native Americans on the possible process to tribal recognition. It follows a
June 2013 proposal by Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn for changes to the
Department of the Interior's process for acknowledging certain tribal groups as federally
recognized tribes.

http://www.sfgate.com/local/article/Schaghticoke-recogntion-quest-resurfaces-in-Kent-
5496143.php?cmpid=email-mobile




