BROTHERTOWN INDIAN NATION

September 24, 2013

Ms. Elizabeth Appel

Acting Director

Office of Regulatory Affairs & Collaborative Action - Indian Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street NW, MS 4141-MIB

Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: 1076-AF18 - Comments on 25 C.I'.R. Part 83 Regulations
Dear Acting Director Appel,

I write to express the views of the Brothertown Indian Nation ("Brothertown") on the
Department of the Interior's ("Department") proposed revisions to the "Procedures for Establishing
that an American Indian Group exists as an Indian Tribe," 25 C.F.R. Part 83 ("Part 83 Process").
Brothertown welcomes the Department's decision to revisit the Part 83 Process and make revisions
to help expedite the processing of federal acknowledgement petitions in a fair and equitable manner.

Brothertown previously enjoyed federal recognition and possessed reservation lands in
Wisconsin. Unfortunately, over the years Brothertown lost its reservation lands and its status as a
federally recognized tribe was called into question. In April of 1980 Brothertown submitted a letter
of intent to petition for federal recognition under the Part 83 Process. The Office of Federal
Acknowledgment processed the Brothertown petition for over three decades before the Department
determined that Brothertown was ineligible for the process because, in the Department's view, the
federal relationship with Brothertown had been tetminated by an 1839 statute. See 25 C.F.R. Part

83.7(g).

Even though the Department ultimately determined that Brothertown was ineligible to
participate in the Part 83 Process that determination took over three decades. In the three decades
that the Brothertown's application was pending, Brothertown expended considerable time and
resoutces prepating and bolstering a strong and thorough application. Brothertown's experience is
an example of what is wrong with the Part 83 Process as it currently exists. Brothertown supports
the proposed revision to Part 83.10(f) that would require the Department as a preliminary matter to
review a petitioner's application to determine if the petitioner is able to fulfill the criteria found in
Part 83.7 (e)-(g). If the petitioner is unable to fulfill the criteria in Part 83.7 (e)-(f) the Department
will issue an expedited negative finding. This revision will ensure that neither the Department nor
the petitioner wastes valuable time and resources on a petition that will not meet the regulatory
requirements.
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Brothertown applauds the Department's decision to fix this broken process. It is our sincere
hope that the Department's revisions to the Part 83 regulations help to streamline this process and
provide fair and just decisions in a timely fashion.

Sincerely,
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Jeremy Marx
Tribal Chairman, Brothertown Indian Nation
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