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Recipient  Awarded 
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ALASKA      

Metlakatla Indian Community 

$100,000 

The Metlakatla Indian Community is conducting a feasibility study to 
determine the feasibility of installing a biomass cogeneration facility on 
Annette Island.  The facility would provide heat and power to local community 
buildings, offsetting diesel and electricity consumption.  The project would 
utilize local woody biomass residues that are otherwise sent to a landfill.   

$140,000 

The Metlakatla Indian Community (MIC) is utilizing EMDP grant funding to 
evaluate the feasibility of replacing three 1.2 MW turbine generator units at 
Metlakatla Power and Light's (MP&L) Purple Lake Hydroelectric project (3.6 
MW total generating capacity).  The project was originally built in 1956 and is 
in need of system updates.  Power generated by the project is currently used by 
the residents and businesses of Metlakatla.   

ARIZONA    

Tohono O'odham Nation 
 of Arizona  $320,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of sand and gravel on the Reservation. This project 
will help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by generating 
vital information about sand and gravel in order to develop resources to the 
benefit of the Tribe.   

CALIFORNIA    



Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe of 
the Benton Paiute 
Reservation 

$282,000 

The Division has been funding an ongoing geothermal study adjacent a hot 
springs area with 140°F water at the surface.  Previously, DEMD funded 
studies have identified the area to have temperature potential  up to 221°F 
which would be sufficient to generate electricity for the Tribes uses via a micro 
grid electric system.   Previous studies included geophysical and geological 
data acquisition and 2 meter temperature gradient modeling. 

Cahuilla Band of Mission Indians 
of the Cahuilla 
Reservation 

$60,000 

Funding is for a preliminary feasibility study for the tribe to develop a solar, 
wind, geothermal, or biomass energy project on the Cahuilla Indian 
Reservation that will produce electricity and reduce the Tribe’s reliance on 
electricity from the Anza COOP (local utility company). The final product will 
include a conceptual framework for a solar project that takes into account the 
resource availability and market characteristics specific to the tribe and 
surrounding region. 

Mesa Grande Band of Diegueno 
Mission Indians of the 
Mesa Grande Reservation 

$150,000 

Mesa Grande will be assessing the multiple renewable energy resources 
available to the Band for the purpose of fueling planned community and 
business development. Special focus is on 900 acres of land purchased in 1998 
for development purposes. The land currently is not served by electricity. 

$102,400 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of sand and gravel on the Reservation. This project will 
help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by generating vital 
information about sand and gravel in order to develop resources to the benefit 
of the Tribe.  

Mooretown Rancheria of Maidu 
Indians of California  $99,875 

The Mooretown Rancheria is considering the potential development of a forest 
bioenergy combined heat and power facility co-located with the tribe's Feather 
Falls Brewery.  The Rancheria is currently working with the US Forest Service 
(Plumas National Forest) to conduct hazardous fuels treatment and restoration 
activities.  This feasibility study will look at utilizing woody biomass by-
products from the forest management work as the feedstock for the combined 
heat and power project. 



Round Valley Indian Tribes, 
Round Valley Reservation  $78,000 

Round Valley will be conducting an initial feasibility study for a potential 
3MW biomass to energy power plant on Tribal Trust land in Round Valley. 
The results of this initial feasibility study will be used to provide information to 
decide if this project should move forward.  

Cher‐Ae Heights Indian 
Community of the Trinidad 
Rancheria 

$112,708 

The Trinidad Rancheria would like to identify and assess, in depth, its 
renewable energy resources and develop a feasibility study that evaluates the 
economic potential and viability of utilizing these resources. The Trinidad 
Rancheria will use positive results  of the feasibility study to secure funding 
that would help ensure the Trinidad Rancheria's economic future and energy 
independence; as well as create a solid pathway to conservation and 
environmental protection. 

MINNESOTA    

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe ‐ 
Fond du Lac Band 

$125,000  The Fond du Lac Band will complete financing and technical studies in pursuit 
of their 1 MW solar project. 

$250,000 

The Fond du Lac Band will perform studies to determine the best way to dry 
the biomass for chipping, and determine the viability of utilizing biomass 
microchips in pellet appliances as well as the change in boiler efficiency with 
air dried microchips. 

MISSISSIPPI    

Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians  $75,000 

The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indian Tribe will be studying renewable 
energy resources available to them, specifically the feasibility of a biomass 
pellet mill. This study will build on prior work and research performed by the 
tribe as available. The Tribal Forestry Department has experience in all aspects 
of forest management. There is a current Firewood Services Program to 
provide firewood for indoor heat to eligible members that include the elderly, 
permanently disabled, and low-income female head of household families. This 
pellet mill opportunity could help enhance this program to provide internal 
benefits while also using excess product to generate outside revenues. 



MONTANA    

Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet 
Indian Reservation of Montana  $48,313 

The purpose of this grant is to provide funds to perform a geochemical 
investigation of rock cores and chip samples to assess hydrocarbon 
prospectively of the Bakken, Three Forks and Cone formations on the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation, Montana.  Assessing the oil and gas potential in 
these emerging plays will greatly benefit the Blackfeet Tribe as exploration and 
development continues. 

Confederated Salish & Kootenai 
Tribes of the Flathead 
Reservation 

$1,245,920 

The project will assist CSKT in the acquisition of critical expertise and 
infrastructure necessary for the final stages of the CSKT’s firm commitment to 
acquire and operate the Kerr Hydro Project (FERC License #5).  This proposed 
scope of work promotes the processing, use, and development of hydro power 
generation under ownership and operation by the CSKT who has formed 
Energy Keepers Incorporated, which it intends to share co-‐licensee status for 
FERC Project #5 (Kerr Hydro). Specific activities and assessments in this 
proposal are in the highly specialized areas of facility cost, energy organization 
and corporate development, electricity market forecasting, power marketing, 
risk management, risk tolerance, resource balancing, and hydro plant 
operations and maintenance—essential prerequisites to the Tribes’ ability to 
successfully operate the Kerr Project. 

Crow Tribe of Montana 

$432,000 

The purpose of this grant is to provide funding to core the productive zones in 
the Belle Fourche Shale and the Carlile Shale formations, consisting of a total 
of about 90 feet of core. The cores will then be analyzed to determine the best 
practices in drilling and completing these zones. The grant is ineligible for 
transfer to the tribe pursuant to Indian Self Determination Act because the 
funds are time-limited and limited to this specific project.   

$114,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund a one-time Oil and Gas study for economic 
development as a potential marketable resource utilizing time-limited funds. 
This project will help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by 
generating vital information about the subject property in order to develop 
resources to the benefit of the Tribe. 



Fort Belknap Indian Community  $80,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of sand and gravel on the Reservation. This project will 
help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by generating vital 
information about sand and gravel in order to develop resources to the benefit 
of the Tribe.   

Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes of 
the Fort Peck Indian 
Reservation 

$314,000 
The funding will assist the Tribe in shooting 3D Seismic on Tribal lands. This 
data will support the Tribe in their leasing of the lands for petroleum 
development. 

NEBRASKA    

Omaha Tribe of Nebraska  $60,000  The project will build upon a previous wind assessment as well as address first 
level potential for solar development.   

NEVEDA    

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 

$314,000 

This is a continuance of a multiyear geothermal study at the Pyramid lake 
Reservation.  The Tribe has completed numerous geophysical and regional 
geologic studies and identified areas of commercial geothermal potential from 
previous studies.  This project will tie existing study areas together to provide a 
larger geologic framework of the geothermal system already identified. 

$325,000 

The tribe will continue their efforts towards renewable energy and potential 
economic development by assessing the hydroelectric potential at Marble Bluff 
and Numana Dam sites on the reservation as well as run –of-river applications 
for the irrigation system, and small hydropower on perennial streams to off-set 
high electric costs for the fish hatcheries.  

NEW MEXICO    

Pueblo of Acoma  $110,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of sand and gravel on the Reservation. This project will 
help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by generating vital 
information about sand and gravel in order to develop resources to the benefit 



of the Tribe.  

Jicarilla Apache Nation,  $200,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of a titaniferous rare earth sandstone deposit on the 
Reservation. This project will help to further industrial advancement of Indian 
property by generating vital information about the rare earth deposit in order to 
develop resources to the benefit of the Tribe. 

Pueblo of Nambe  $87,868 

The purpose of this grant is to fund a one-time Aggregate study for economic 
development as a potential marketable resource utilizing time-limited funds. 
This project will help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by 
generating vital information about the subject property in order to develop 
resources to the benefit of the Tribe.   

Navajo Nation 

$1,000,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund a one-time Navajo Transitional Energy 
Company, LLC for Coal Supply (Coal Resource Study), Coal Gasification, and 
Coal Marketing Feasibility Studies for the Navajo Nation for economic 
development as a potential marketable resource utilizing time-limited 
funds.  This project will help to further industrial advancement of Indian 
property by generating vital information about the subject property in order to 
develop resources to the benefit of the Tribe.  

$200,000 
The purpose of this grant is to provide funding to perform an assessment study 
of conventional and unconventional oil and gas plays on lands held by the 
Navajo Nation in Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. 

Pueblo of Cochiti 

$189,080 

The goal of this project is to study the feasibility, both financially and 
technically, of producing hydroelectric power on the Cochiti Dam to provide 
income for the tribe. The proposed study would be the first of its kind at 
Cochiti Pueblo since the dam was completed in 1975. 

$101,000 
The funding will support feasibility of manufacturing adobe bricks.  The study 
will include a reservation wide study for the appropriate material needed to 



construct the bricks.  

$125,000  The Pueblo will conduct a reservation wide survey of sand and gravel to assist 
them with on- going mineral lease negotiations. 

Pueblo of Jemez 

$110,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of sand and gravel on the Reservation. This project will 
help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by generating vital 
information about sand and gravel in order to develop resources to the benefit 
of the Tribe. 

$425,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of clay and sand deposits on the Reservation. This 
project will help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by 
generating vital information about the resource in order to develop resource 
and home building industry to the benefit of the Tribe. 

Pueblo of San Felipe 

$205,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify 
the quality and quantity of sand and gravel on the Reservation. This project will 
help to further industrial advancement of Indian property by generating vital 
information about sand and gravel in order to develop resources to the benefit 
of the Tribe. 

$40,000 

The purpose of this grant is to fund a marketing study designed to identify the 
economic value of a gypsum deposit on the Reservation. This project will help 
to further industrial advancement of Indian property by generating vital 
information about gypsum in order to develop resources to the benefit of the 
Tribe.   

Zuni Tribe of the Zuni 
Reservation  $80,000 

The Pueblo of Zuni is conducting a study to determine the feasibility of 
establishing a wood pellet business on the Reservation.   Many tribal members 
rely on wood for heating during the winter; however, current harvesting 
practices on the reservation are creating resource management problems.   This 
study will determine if a tribal wood pellet business will lower the cost of wood 



pellets for tribal members and support sustainable forest management 
practices.    

NORTH CAROLINA    

Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians  $410,000 

The Eastern Band of Cherokee will be conducting a demonstration project to 
educate Tribal Leaders, and key personnel on the process of a thermal 
conversion system. Also, they will have lab tests of the base oil, and a certified 
engineering report on the process and end products based on recyclable 
material derived from the reservation.  They will then use the certified engineer 
report and the results of the demonstration project to determine if they should 
proceed with the project. 

NORTH DAKOTA    

Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa Indians of North 
Dakota 

$90,000 

The Tribe intends to update a previous wind feasibility study utilizing the 3 
years of collected data and reinstall the same tower on trust land with new 
instrumentation. Additionally, the Tribe will continue to investigate and engage 
land owners and the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) in an effort to gain site 
control with the goal of obtaining option agreements for all affected lands. The 
Tribe will also advance the next stages under the transmission and 
interconnection process including the procurement of a transmission feasibility 
study. 

OKLAHOMA    

The Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma  $163,700 

The Seminole Nation is proposing to determine the feasibility of converting 
waste to renewable energy using some of the latest thermal conversion 
technologies. Specifically they are proposing to use thermal conversion 
technologies to convert waste plastic to oil. This proposal would look at 
conducting studies to 1) identify the local sources of waste currently going to 
the regional landfills that could be utilized in a thermal conversion facility to 



create oil; priority would be for waste that is high in plastic content; 2) 
determine potential feedstock available, input levels and potential revenues that 
could be generated from the waste streams. 

ORGEON    

Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs Reservation of 
Oregon 

$320,000 

This grant request is for initiating a geothermal study on the Warm Springs 
Indian Reservation that could potentially lead to commercial uses of the Tribes 
natural resources.  The funding for this study is focused upon the early 
investigative stages of evaluating the geothermal system in the area, and will 
focus on data acquisition.   

SOUTH DAKOTA    

Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the 
Rosebud Indian Reservation  $45,000 

This grant is to finalize the geothermal project for the Rosebud Reservation.  
From previous EMDP grants, two geothermal wells were drilled adjacent the 
Whitewater Indian Health Center to provide that facility with space heat during 
the winter months and offset the large propane heating expense.  The wells 
identified a 140°F water resource in sufficient quantities to provide the needed 
heat resource. 

WASHINGTON    

Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe  $50,000 

Shoalwater Bay is studying renewable energy resources available on tribal 
lands. The proposed study will look into identifying the types of renewable 
energy resources on tribal lands and the financial feasibility of using those 
resources. Receiving BIA DEMD funds is essential to the exploration of 
renewable energy potential accessible to the tribal population and for the 
potential economic and environmental benefit of future renewable energy 
projects.  



Spokane Tribe of the Spokane 
Reservation 

$56,560 

The Spokane Nation is conducting a study on the feasibility of Biomass and 
solar energy. The Biomass portion of the study will be focused on assessing 
biomass to solid fuels, biomass to heat and power, biomass to liquid fuels and 
financial analysis and modeling. 

$30,000 
The Spokane Nation is conducting a study on the feasibility of Biomass and 
solar energy.  The Solar portion of the study will be focused on assessing the 
feasibility of solar PV and solar thermal capacity.  

WISCONSIN    

Forest County Potawatomi 
Community  $68,570 

The Forest County Potawatomi Tribe will perform feasibility studies for a 
community scale biomass fuel production facility. 

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa 
Indians of Wisconsin 

$90,000 

The grant is to fund an exploration study designed to identify the quality and 
quantity of sand and gravel on the Reservation. This project will help to further 
industrial advancement of Indian property by generating vital information 
about sand and gravel in order to develop resources to the benefit of the Tribe.   

WYOMING    

Arapaho Tribe of the Wind River 
Reservation  $435,570 

The Northern Arapaho Tribe will study the amenability of performing carbon 
dioxide injection and flooding to enhance oil recovery in existing producing oil 
fields on the reservation. 

 


