Atine, Patrese

W
From: Simermeyer, Sequoyah
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 4:12 PM
To: Killsback, Dion K; Appel, Elizabeth; Tsosie, Paul; Kunesh, Patrice; Echohawk, Larry
Subject: FW: Final Admin Error Standard Memo
Attachments: 12-12-1915.pdf; 1851 treaty.pdf; 1962 order.pdf; 6-29-1921.pdf; Tejon Indian Tribe 12 12

2011.pdf; Tejon Reaffirmation 12.11.doex; genealogy.pdf; 10-28-1916.pdf; 11-7-1916.pdf;
Final Admin Error Standard Memo.docx

Liz and Dion: FOIA5BA FOIA5C

Attached is a draft response to the Tejon Indian Tribe. The Tribe requested either to be recognized under the IRA or for
its federal status to be reaffirmed because of an administrative error by the DOI. Also attached is a memo that describes

Can you both take a look and give feedback on the draft response letter (“Tejon Reaffirmation 12.11”)?
| have the infarmation that
e Iribe submitted and have attached to this e-mail some of the federal documents that are referred to
I Ay feedback would be greatly appreciated even if we can Just have a conversation in the next day, so
thanks in advance for your time. Thanks for reading through the typos that still may be in the letter.

Paul, after Liz and Dion give their input, would you like to send a version of the response letter to the OFA, PAC Region
and the BIA Indian Services? Before any draft gets distributed internally, could you talk directly with Patrice about how
SOL will review? Within S0L, | that Maria and Mike may need to be added for the next version but of course defer to
Patrice and Paul. Until then, | am keeping the distribution list just to the people on this e-mail. Thank you everyone for
maintaining the A-C privilege.

Thanks.

Sequoyah

From: Kunesh, Patrice
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 7:41 PM

To: Echohawk, Larry
Cc: Tsosie, Paul; Simermeyer, Sequoyah; Kunesh, Patrice FOIABA FOIA5B
Subject: Final Admin Error Standard Memo FO|A5C

ATTORNEY - CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND DELIBERATIVE PROCESS PRIVILEGE
DO NOT RELEASE

I have 3 things to report:

I.
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FOIA5B

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Patrice
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that he became s0 persistent in his oppopition that he told him if he
Wurther interfeared that he would have him arested¥

The night before leaving Bakersfield I oalled on the present
supt,Public Bechools to learn why no schoel by the County has for some
time nét been carried on for these Indians,znd was informed by him
that 1t was the opposition of the ranch owners through thelr mansger,
Lopex. This manager acting under instructions from the ranch owesrs
by repeated and persistent efforts has, I was informed, caused every

except the Chief,
Indian”{apreaenttng the head of a family or living in any one of the
cebin homes %o slgn some character of agreement or lease contract,
whioh I suppose 16 intended more as recognition of the rights of the
owvners snd an estoppel to thw Indian setting up any claim to the land,
than eny thing elae, The older Indiens of this band have not entirely
abandoned the conviection that they have a legal right to the[!and on
which thelr 0ld village wes situsted. The following type-wriiten notice
was through Lopez served on Chief Luzada,fiz:”June 28,1915, To Juan
) Lozada{Chief4 Tejon)

- You are hereby notified not to put any improvements,or buildings,
or structures of any kind upon any of the lands and premises of
the Tejon Ranch or Cpmpany,unless you eign a lease with them and
permiselon 1s given you to so do- Tejon Ranch Co.by J.J.Lopez,
¥anager,”

_The recent buring at night of Lozada's home during his and his
wife's absence in Bakersfisld and the serving of this notice causes
he and the other Indibane to belleve the ranch people are responsible
for the burning of his house. Cestro elso shares in this conviction,

Through Castro and the Chief learn that the rench owmesrs give

employment %o from 8 to 12 of the most able-bodied of these Indians
for from 2 to 3 months during emch year,paying a nominal wage, slightly
lens than ie wsually peid for such work,and that 2 to 3 have work on “
the ranch nearly the entire yesr., These Indlans taken as a vhole sre
mentally rather weak,with poseible exception of the Chief,and tha{efure

more easlly imposed upon, As I noted the situation,so long aé through /V%
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thelr present meanager these Indians may be kept environed,controlled
and used 28 in the pastfthere i not the remotest probability of the
present evwners of the n&lgh desiring to make any c¢hange which will
sffect adversely the interests of the Tejon Indiens? '

As I see it,theése Indians have proven more of an msset to this
rgnch than a dinﬁd‘vmtagu. I am confident not a single Indlan has
every been employed By the ranch owners until needed and only kept it_w
service ae long as their interests suggested,and I am reasonadly
certain that no better wagﬁ::guan pald them than pald for similar work
elsewhers. This ranch consiste of ever 200,000 acres,and the Indian
rancheria sltuated as it is ‘theteik?imrdly montally capacitated to
yrotect himaelf agaihst impositions,Par removed from white rriendﬁamto
might see and protect him,denied the possibility of ever increasing
his holdings,in ’ihaiz thise ranch owners,ae I understand,refuse to
sell % part of thelr holdinge fer a permanent home for these people,
nor,under present successful management,can he hope for a school fox
hie children,causes me to conelude that these Indiens should be
removed entirely off thie company land as moon as vopsible,

During my short stay in Bakersfield in efforts to secure rellable
infermation concerning these Indimne,after first meeting Castro,who was
suggenstéd to me as the besfb and most valueble friend to these pecple,at
his suggention 1 ealled upon Mr R,McDonald, editor of one of the papers,
1723 Chester Ave,, ¥,J.Bmmons, Atty.in Producers Bank Building, Jadge
H,A.Peaire,Judge of the Superior Court,Prof,.R,L.Stockton and some few
athaﬁ. ALl of these gentlemen expressed the opinlan, though with am?w’
such opinion was reached largely from other than actual personal knowle
edge, that these Indians have not in the pest met with just,falr and
humaie i‘l&'mtment, some seemingly belleving that thelr bpresent condl.

B
tionmw little short of peonage.
A 7
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Tt 15 with, deep vegret that auty as I understend it, for I feel
that the or(fe%':l;;g what I have heard, forces me to report the most
serieus charge yet mentioned. The man,T,C, Castre,who haz spent con-
siderable of him time amc;ng these indians,has known the band all hig
live,spesks their languege ae well or better than they do,makes no
mrcret' in the charge that during the past several yeers this man Lopez,
who, has been on this ram?h for the past 35 or 601.yama,a1nce company

ownership as ranch manager,has so managed as to be able to take unlaw-

ful and unhely advantage of a numbar of the young and most Prepossessigy

. Castyre
glrls of thim band, accomplishing his unholy deeds,inm insist, about

the peried of their reaching young womanhood, ar zoon thereaftor,

I made mention &f this serious charge to Judge Peairs,who had to
eay that while he had heard these charges,and that Castre had dlscussed
the same with him,yet he could conclude they have every reached smen
nature as to ve susceptible of proof in court. The remoteness of the
Indian rancheris and the ignorance of these people make them easy

victims of wicked designing men,

Both Mr Pamons and Mr.McDotald have promised to try and find some

euitable location for these Indians o the eas},up the ereek outside

of the ranch company enclosure,and write me results of thelr efforts,
¥r HeDgnald expressed the convietion that such pisce could be fsund,
and tha?;\%:o?i‘e should be remeved as soon as possible.
I #hall write both he and Mr,Ermons within the nex few daya.
If net under present apprbpxiation.than would suggest that
“"d“ ReXt, this Indians should have first relief frem their present

unfortunate envirotments,
Very respeetiully,
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PART IV.—TRBATY WITH THE CASTAXE, THXON, BTC., 1851. 1101
TREATY WITH THE CASTAKR, TEXON, E¥C, 1851,

TeeaTy Mans anp CoNcLovep AT Oane Pensirer F. Surrm, ar vEp Taxan Pass,
Stars or Carrvornia, June 10, 1851, BetrweeN Georce W. Barnoor
Unrrep Srares Coni1ssioNER, AND THE Cr1ers, Oaprarns anp Hiap Mzy
OF THE “Casraxe,” “TrExow,” &, Trives or INDIANS.

A treaty of pesce and friendship made and entered into &t Camp Persifer F,
- E;n?h st tl}ehTa:r;c:»r;1 pﬁ%?ﬂ xél tht:l S&att; of Ca]l)ifomib, ca; the t%'thB
~Urraliieg,—— une, sighteen hun 1 an -one, batween: George W, ar-

Eiy bour, one of the commissioners sppointed by the Pxesxl%ant of the
United States to make treaties with the verious Indian tribesin the State of Californis,
and having full authority to 8ct, of the first part, and the chiefs, oaptaing and head
men of the following tribes of Indians, to wit: Castake, Toxon, San Imirio, Uvas,
Carises, Buena Vista, Sene-hu-ow, Holo-cla~me, Soho-nuts, To-ci-a, and Hol-mi-uh,
of the second part. .

ArmicLe 1. The said tribes of Indians jointly and severally acknowledge them-

-

selves to be under the exclusive jurisdiction, control, and management of the gov-

ernment of the United Staies, and undertake and promise on thejr part, to live on

tecms of peace and friendship with the government of the United States and the

gitimns thereof, with each other, and with all Indian tribes at peace with the United
tates. :

Anr. 2, Tt is_agreed between the contracting parties, that for un{ WIong or
injury done individuals of ejther party, to the person or property of those of the
other, no personal or individual reteliation shall be attempted, but in all such cases
the party aggrieved shall a,gf)ly to the pro}l)er. civil authorities for a redress of such
wrong or injury; and to eneble the civil suthorities more eﬁacti‘veév to suppress crime
and punich guﬁty offenders, the said Indian tribes jointly and seve ‘promise
to aid and assist in bringing to justica any person or persons that may be found at
any time among them, and who shall be charged with the commission of &ny crime
or misdemeanor. : .

Arr, 3. It is agreed between the lparhes that the following distriot of country
be set apart and forever held for the so e use and occupancy of said tribes of Indians,
to wit: beginning at the first forks of Kern river, above the Tar springs, near which
the road travelled by the milita.?r 6scort, accompanying said commissioner o this
oamp croases said river, thence down the middle of said river to the Carises lake
thence to Buens Vista Inke, thence o straight line from the most westerly point o
said Buena Vists Iake to the nearest point of the Coast range of mountains, thence
along the base of seid range £o the mouth or westerly termuinus of the Texon pass
or Canon, and from thence a straight line to the eginning; reserving to the govern-
ment of the United States and to the State of C ornia, the right of way over sajd
territory, and the right to ersct any military post or posts, houses for sgents, officers
and others in the service or e:gé’loyzpent of the lgorwemmant of said territory. In
consideration of the foregoing, the said tribes of Indians, jointly and severally, for-
ever quit ulaun.to the government of the United States to any snd all other Iands to
which they or either of them:now have or may ever had an claim or itle whatsoever.

Arr. 4. In further consideration of the premises and for the purpose of aiding
in the subsistence of said tribes of Indians for the lgwiod‘ of two years from this date,
it is agread by the party of the first part to furnish sajd tribes jointly, (to be distrib.
uted in proper proportions amc;x‘:g them,) with one hundred and fifty beef cattle, to
average ﬂva_hun@wd ounds each, for each year. It is further sgreed that as soon
after the ratification of this treaty by the President and Senste of the United States,
as may be practicable and convenient, the said tribes shall be furnished joindly (to
be distributed as aforesaid) and free of cherge, with the following articles of Prop-
erty, to wit: six large and six small ploughs, twelve sets of harness complete, twelve
work mules or horses, twelve yoke of California ojen, fifty axes, one hundred hoes
fifty spades or ahovafs, fifty masttocks or g;aks, all necessary seeds for sowing and
glunting for one year, one thousand pounds of irom, two hundred pounds of steel,

ve hundred blankets, two Pairs of coarse pantaloons and two ﬁunnmbm for ench
man and boy over fifteen years old, one thousand yards of linsey cloth, same of cotson

00037414-AS-IA-BATCHO003-DOC0219-EML-20240 Page 9 of S7
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1102 ‘PART IV ~-TREATY WITH THE CASTAXE, TBXON, BIC., 1851,

cloth, and the same of gosrse caliso, for clothing for the women and children, twenty-
+ five pounds of thread; thres f; ousand needles, two hundred thimbles, six dozen peirs
of scissors, and six grindstones. -

Axr. b.. The United States
of farming, to instruct said
the business of facming; one
(wagon maken or rough
as may be necessary; all to live am.
as they may be required to worlk

ings necessary for the
the government of the

This treaty to be binding
firmed by the President and Sen
whereof, the
- their seals, this the day and y

In {estimon

Texon:;

Castake:

San Imirio:
Uvas:

Carisea:

Buena Vistas

Sena-hu-ow:

Holo-cla-me:
Soho-nutsg:

To-ci-a:

Hol-mi-uh:

8gres further to furnish a man skilled in the business
tribes and such others as may bé placed under him, in
blacksmith, and one man skilled in working wood,
;} one superior and sugh assistant school-teachers
ong, work for, and teach said tribes and such others
k for and teach. Said farmer, blacksmith worker in
wood and teachers to be supplied to said tribes, and continued only so long as the
President of the United States shall deem advisable; & school house and other build-
i persons mentioned in this artiole, to be erected at the cost of
Bited States,
on the contracting parties when ratified and con-
ate of the United States of America,
parties have hereto signed their names, and affixed
ear flrat written, ‘

G. W. BARBOUR. [sEAL.)

VINCENTE,.his x mark, chief. l(s:mu.
CHICO, his x meark, ¢hief. SHAL,
PABI. it X mark, , SBAL.]
JOSE ANTONIO, his x magk. SBAL.
MAR his x mark, [EBAL,
FRANCISCO, kis x mark. BHAL,
RAFAEL, his x mark, chief, [sBAL,
FRANCISCO, his x mark, SEAL.
MA , his x mavk, SBAL,]
JOSE MARIA, his x mark, chief. [smar.
FRANCISCO, his x mark, [smax.}
ANTONIO, his x mark, [sBAT.]
RAYMUNDO, his x mark, chief.  [spAL.]
JUAN, his x mark [ear.)

JUAN DE DIOS, his x mark, lepav.]
APOLONIO, his x mark, ohief. [s®aL.]
J OA(%UIN his x mark, chief. [s@AL]

EMITERIO, his x mark, chisf. [spar.
NICOLAS, his x mark. !smn.}
BENANCIO, his x mark. sBaL,
URBANO, his x mark, chief, {SEAI»%
OLORICO, his x mark, SBAL.
JOSE, his x marik, chief, [emAL.)
MARIANO, his x mark. |[smbj
" FELIPPE, his x mark, chief. SEAL.]
PEDRQO, his x mark. [smu]
URBAN( O, his x mark, SHAL.]

.FRANOISQO, his x mark, chief. [sn.m.}
TOMAS, his x mark,

[
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PART IV.—TRBATY WITH THE DAS-PIA, YA-MA-DO, BTC., 1851. 1103
Signed and sealed in (duplicate, after having been read and fully explained in

the presence of—

H., 8. Burron, Interpreter.
® Barrour, Secralary.

J. H. Lenoruy, Brevet caplain, third

W. 8. Knwe, Assistont Surgeon, United States drmy,
arlillery.

J. Hammron, Tie

udenant, third artillery.

H.-G. J. Qresow, Second leutenant, third artillery.
Warrsr M. Boorg.

TREATY WITH THE DAS-PTA, YA-MA-DO, ETC., 1851,

TreAaTy MaDB AND Conorupep ar Camp Uniow, NBaR Yusa River, Jovy 18,
1861, Berwesn O, M. Wozenerarr, Unirep Srares Inpran Acenrt, AND TR
Crizrs, Carrams, anp Heap MzN or THE Das.Pra, ¥a- -Do, vre., Trisss

oF INDIANS.

A freaty o‘fgm.ce ynd friendship made and concluded at Camp Uniall‘m& nesar the-

ubs river,

between the United States Indian Agent, O

oIS 1. _ oraft, of the one part, and the chiefs, captains, and head men of the
v following tribes, viz: Dasﬁm, Ya-ma-do, folwla-mer, Wai-de-pa-
can, Onmowpouma{ Mon-e-da, Wan-muck em-shaw, Bem-pi, Ya-cum-na tribes, of

& other part,

ArricLe 1. The several tribes or bands above-mentioned do acknowledge the

United States to be the sole

and absolute sovereign of all the soil anid territory ceded

to them by a treaty of peace between them and the republic of Mexico,

Arr. 2, The said tribes or bands acknowledge themselves jointly and saverally
under the exclusive jurisdiction, suthority and protection of the United States, and
hereby bind themselves hereafter to refrain from the commission of a]l acts of hos-
tility and n.ﬁgresaim towards the government or citizens thereof, and to live on terms

of peace an

Iriendship among themselves snd with all other Indian tribes which are

now or may come under the protection of the United States; and furthermore bind
themselves to conform to, and bhe tgovemed by the laws and xi«}gglations of the Indian
ni .

bureau, made and provided there

or by the ongress of the

. 8. To ‘Emmo‘ﬁe the settlement and ymprovement, of said tribes or bands,
itls hereby s_tsig ated and sgreed that the following distric of country in the State
a

of California,

*

1 be, and
of the aforesaid tribes of In
line or boundary of Camp Far

is hereby set apark forever for the sole use and ocoupancy

, $0 wit: commencing on Bear River, at the western
Wesﬁ;‘ from thence up seid stream twelve miles in a

due line; from thence on o line due north to the Yuba river; thence down snid stream

twelve miles on a due line
to have and to hold the sai

of the river; from thence south %o the place of beginnin
d distriet of ’country’_ for the sole uge ocoupanecy of saﬁi .

Indian tribes furewgr; Provided, That there ig reserved to the government of the

-United States the right of

WEY _Over any portion of ssjd territory, and the right to

establish and maintain any military post or posts, ‘public building school houges,
houses for agents, teachers, and such others as shey may deem necessary for their
use or the protection of the Indians. The said kribes or bands, and each of them,
hereby engage that they will never claim any other lands within the boundaries of the
United States, m;: ever disturb the people of the United States in the free use and

enjoyment thereof,

Arr. 4. To aid the said tribes or bands in their subsistence, while removing to
and inaking their settlement upon the said reservation, the United States, in addition
to the few presents made them at this council, will furnish them, free of charge, with
five humdred (500) hiead of beef oattle, to avaraﬁe in weight five hundred (500) pounds

two hundred (200) sacks of

Jour, one hundred (100) pounds each, within the term .

of two years from the date of this treaty.

ART. 5. As early as convenient, after the ratification of this treaty by the Presi.
dent and Senate, In consideration of the Premises, and with a sincers desire to en-
courage said tribes in acquiring the arts and habits of civilized lifs, the Ubited States

{
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS ~ OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL

RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

EXPRESS EXTENSION OF FEDERAL SUPERVISION OVER TEJjON TRIBE
Date_ | Document Location | Relevant Section of Document
June 10, | June 19, 851 Exhibit1 | “A weaty of peace and fuendship made and entered ito 3 Camp Pessifer F Smuth at the Texon pass, in the State of Californa, on the
1851 Usaraofied Treary tenth day of June, eighteen hundred and ffty one, between  the Unated States . and the chiefs, captains and head men of the
Berween Unsted following tbes  Texon [Kitanemuk][] . [Signed by] Texon: Vincente, cluef, Franasco, cluef.]
States and the
“Chefs, Captains
and Head Men of
the .. “Texon,”
&c., Tobes of
Indians” ) B )
Sepr. Supenntendent Beal | Exhibit2 [ “Iimmediately collected together the head men and chiefs and deputations from every quarter of the mountains and plains Iying berween
30,1853 | to Commissioner the ‘Four Rivers’ and that point, a distance of about one hundred and fifteen miles m length, by abous the same breadth.
Maypenny
With these Indians T held council for two entire days, explaining to them the intentions of the government in celation to their future
support. After long deliberation and much talk among theit head men and chisfs, they agreed to accept the terms I had offered themj]"
Aug, 28, | Thomas Henley, Exhibit3 | “Since entering upon my official duties on the 26% ultimo . .. 1 have visited the ladian reservation at Tejon, (the only reservanon at which,
1854 Superintendent of as yet, any Indians have been collected,) and have raken possession and supervision of the public property, schedules of which will
/ Indian Affams in accompany my repott at the cxpimation of the quarter.
Califorma to
George W. I fix the number, however, according to the best information I could obtatn, ar seven hundred, who acknowledge the authornry of
Maypenny seventeen chiefs.
The chuefs, at their own request, have been permitted to exercise police authonty over their respective tnbes, and ase held responsible fur
- . the proper quota of labor from each mibe. The labor 1s divided among the chuefs. according to the number in each tabel] i
Aug. 30, | John Wentworth, Exhibit4 | “The Indians properly belonging at present to the Tejon reservation may be numbered at about ;,3°0, amorg whom are the following
1862 Supesintendent to thrifty tribes or bands[] . .. The Sierra or Caruans Indians {Kitanemuk], under their chief, Viesnte, number 36 men, 40 women, and 3t
Commussioner of children; they own 22 cows and 33 horses, and cultivate about 30 acses of land as their own farm.”
Indian Affairs

s
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS - OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

WITHDRAWAL OF LAND FROM PUBLIC DOMAIN AS RESERVATION FOR TEJON TRIBE
Date | Document Location | Relevant Section of Document
May 14, | Department of the Exhibité | “{Rjecommendation s made that there be temporanly withheld from all forms of setflement and catry all vacant public linds . untd the
1914 Interior temporary report that 100 Indians domiciled for years on the adjowning E1 Tejon Ranch, are about to be ejected from the ranch, may be imvesugated
withdrawzl of lands and the lands actually needed to protect the Indians ascertamed.”
for Tejon “bend of
Indians, wards of
the Governmeni,” ) )
Nov 7, | Chtef Clesk, CF Exhibit 21 | “The Office has the honor 1o recommend that .. . 880 acres, be temporanly ceserved and set aside for the use of the Bl Tejon band of
1916 Hauke to the Indians, Kem County. Califorrus. . . AApproved and referred to the Commussioner of the Genesal Land Office for acnion 1n aceordance
and Hanorable with the foregoing recommendation.”
Nov. 9, | Secretary of the
1916 Intedior
Aug, 2, | Public Land Order Exhibit44 | “The departmental order of Novembe: 0, 1510 tetporarly seserving and setting aside the following described lands for use of the EI
1962 2738, 27 Fed. Reg. Tejon Band of Indians, 1s hereby revoked ™
7636

[ ]
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS

= OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

Federal Protection of Tribal Welfare and Efforts to Purchase Land For Tribe

Date Document Location | Relevant Section of Document ) ]
May 21, | Assistant Exhibit7 | “The Office desires that you proceed to the {Tejon tribal village] at the earhest practcable date for the purpose of making a full and
1914 Commissioner E-B. complete investigabion conceraing the conditions surrounding the Indians referred to and to submut to this Office a report i detatl so that
Mexitt to Special appropriate action may be taken for the protection of these Indians.”
Agent Asbusy
[ Aug. 18, [ Report from Special | Exhibit® | “I have access to old reports of the Commussioner of Indan Affairs where 1 find reference 1o these Indians from the tme the unsdicton
/ 1914 Indian Agent of the United States was extended over them.
Asbury o ‘
Commnissioner of These Indians had hved at the same place for many years, one of the old men sav from the time the sun came up the first tme.
Indian Affanrs -
They have continued to live on the ranch up to the present time but the number has dimtmshed by death and temoval to other places unsl
at present there are about sixty Indians making their home there.
I asked {Tejon Ranch] o they would sell us 2 small tract o land where the Indians bive or give us some sort of Easement that would secure
the use of that land to the Indians at least for a long term of years.
Unless some grouad ean be found to support the dlaim of the Indians to oights to the land occupied 1t seems thar st wall be necessary for us
o to buy the land, if it can be bought, or to tiy to buy land of some one else in that same locality.” i
August | Special Indian Exhibit9 | “Will you sell to the Government, for the use of that band or Indians, a small tract of Iand covering thewr present homes with a water nght
\}9; 1914 | Agent Asbury to for their present gardens?”
: Mz. Harry
Chandler, Los
Angeles Times N i ) o
. | Jan. 25, | Special Indian Exhibit 11 | “T recommend the Tejon situation to be given first consideration and We 216 anxi00s (6 Enow whether there 15 2 chance of purchasing
\ 1915 Agent Asbury to some land there, 1n order that steps may be taken to use this money
Mr. Harry Chandler 8
You understand, that we are anxious to secure a permanent home for those Indians, if possihle
Dec. 12, | December 12,1915 | Exhibit14 | “I am not advise[d] as to nature and extent of these reports; however, regret to say that my invesbganon made among these people, having
1915 Report and Census vistted their Rancheria and casefully gone through and inspected each cabin home, causes me to conclude the auzens of Bakersfield have
f from Special Indian been fully justified in writing the Office in the interests of the Indians.
/ Agent John Terell .
to Commissioner of This manager acting under instructions from the ranch owners by repeated and persistent efforts has  caused every Induan, except the
Indian Affairs Chuef,

to sign some character of agreement o lease contract, which I suppose 1s intended more as recogrution of the nights of the
owners and an estoppel to the Indian setting np any claim o the Tand, than any thing else  The older Indians of this band have not entucly
abandoned the conviction that they have 2 legal right to the land on which thesr old village wns sstuated.

Census of the Indians of El Tejon Band in Kern Co. Calif”
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS ~ OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

Fedctal Protection of Tribal Welfare and Efforts to Purchase Land For Tribe (cdnt’d)

Date Document Location | Relevant Section of Document
Jan. ", Assistant Exhibit 16 | “The Office desires that vou do all you can to protect the morality of these Indian girls and women, but 1t would not be advisable to Sttt
1916 Commussioner EB. proceedings that could not be sustatned, with the very probable result of bonging prosecunon or eviction upon the Indians Please submut
Mentt to @ report upon this subject after you have had time to look into the matter.”
Supeantendent
Tule River School
Frank A, Virtue ) i
March 6, | Special Indian Exhibic 17 | “T spent the better parts of four days 1n company with M. T C. Castro of Bakersfeld, and afrer reachung these indians took with us three
1916 Agent John Terrell of thesr leading men as hoeme, tacluding thesr &Mﬁi" tn our efforts to find them 2 suitsble locanon that could be purchased, but
to Commisstoner of without success. o
Indian Affairs
The most serious trouble 15 these Indians were bom, rised and have never lved elsewhere than at and very near their present location, and
» 7 Indian like pecmit sentiment to almost entirely overshadow judgment.”
Sept. 21, | Special Exhibit19 | “In the hope that T might find suitable location for their removal eithies by purchase ot allotments on Government lands persuaded
1916 Commissioner Juan Lozada, Chief of this band to accompany me on my recent trip through poruons of Kern, Inyo and Tulare counties, havmgzgae as
Indian Service john far to the northeast as Bishop, Califomia.
J. Terxell to
Commissioner of In conclusion beg to say I have almost given up that [ shell ikely succeed in securing suitable and availablc lands by puichase or allowments
Indian Affairs

for the semoval of these Indians, at lesst very far distant from their present location.

[AlH the older and muddle aged Indians of thus band, in fact all bur 3 few of the younger, childres, are full bloods, and excepr Chief Lozada,
are withour any education and but few have even a slight knowledge of the English language; that all have hived on present locations, or
very close, in sight, all their hves; knowing no other locality, but btle of other people or environmeats; and, Indian-like are more
ignorantly and pezustently attached than ordinanly ro the Tejon Canyon[] It s but natural that in and around this spot of a long life.tme
association clusters many sacted memories of, to them, eventful past. Their dead as far back as they know are sleeping the last sleep
within their every day sight.

It will unquestionably prove 2 most difficult task to remove these Indians very far from present location, evidendy 1t would require force to
remove them.

My suggestion 15, if possible to accomplish, to have set astde for use of these Indians all Government lands remaining untaken within these
three Ranges and Townshp at the eadiest possible moment ™
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS ~ OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

_United States’ Pursues Land Claim Litipation on Tribe’s Behalf
Date Document | Location | Relevant Section of Document N ‘
October, | Department of the Exhibit 26 | “T have the honor to mansomt herewith 2 communtcaton with enclosures recerved from the Office of Indian \ffarrs requesnng the
1916 Intenor Lingarion institution of a separate sut tn the United States Distnct Court for the Southern District of Californsa 10 protect the interests of the El
Request 1o Tejon Indians i their homes located in Kern County, California.
Department of
Justice to protect The Office has the honor to submit the following statement of facts relative 1o the El Tejon Indians, with a wiew: to having the Departmen:
the El Tejon of Justice take whatever action may be deemed advisahle for the protecuon of thest interests . These Indians_now 79 1 aumber, hve
Indians aear Bakersfield in Kem County, Californta, on lands which, if survered, would probably be described as Sec. 10, T N, H 1I7TW
They muntatn teibal relstions and the record evidences a connnned occupancy of these lands for at least 100 years.
The Office has prepared the enclosed draft of a letter to the Attomey General requesting that steps be taken by the proper Uinited States
Attomey to protect the interests of those Indians to wharever tights they may have to their village home Its suggested that even 1f the
home of these Indians might not be procured for them 1n fee by this method, the Syndicate might at least be placed 1n a posiion where st
= would be willing to compromise the matter by a sale to the Unuted States at a rcasonable price for the lands occups ed by the Indians. -

Jan. 14, | Reportand map of | Exhibit22. | “On Nov 19 Mr. HLK, Palmer, Assrstant Engineer, and one 1odman, were detailed by this office to proceed to the Tejon Indian lands and
1918 Tejon lands make such surveys and invesaganons as were necessary (o secure the required data. .~ The Tegon band of Indian: have been Ining in the
prepated by the Tehachapi Mountans on the southum edge of the San Joaquin Valle: since before the commng of the Spaniards o Californsa ™

United States
Indian Irrigation
Service
May 28, | Specsal Assistant te Exhibit | “The Department of Jusuce has been requesied by the Department of the Intenor 1o bning autin the Federal Court to protect these wards
1920 the Artomner 3 of the Government 1 thetr nghts. We are here to commence such a suit and will, of course, carry 1t to the Supreme Coust of the Tnsted
/ General Georpe States unless successful below. In it we will assext the Indian occupancy tde not only to the small tract still under Indian cultrvation, but to
Fraser to Mr. Hacry a much greater ternitory, once undoubtedly used by the Indians, subject to their right of possession and now needed by the tbe as at
Chandler, Tejon present constituted, but from which they have been forced.
Ranch Syndicate
This . . . is a clear case. It has been carefully and patiently investigated. Repressive force has been exerted 1 the name of 2 wealthy and
powerful syndicate, against ignorant and helpless people whom it 15 especially the legal and moral duty of the Unsted States to protect.
There is but one point on which there can be no give and take, namely, that the Government must obtam for the Indans permanent and
B undisturbed possession of an 2dequate tract under secure legalode ) )
Aprl 24, | Spectal Assstant to Exhibit “Prelimunary to carrying out our plan 10 see whethera sassfactory serdement could be made by agreement with the owners of the Mexican
1920 the Attomey 54 grant upon which the Tejon Indians are settled, before bungs sut, we thought 1t destrable that Mr Fraser and mavself, be famibiar with the
General to the stuagon on the ground. ... Afier going over the Indian lands and talking to the Chief, we endeavored to open negouations with the
N Attomey General owners of the rarch through the mnhmaﬂ_mmuﬁﬁﬂ_u o

under whose jurisdiction these Tejon Indians come.”

. We also saw Mr. Vittue, the Superintendent of the Tule Rever Tndian Reservanon,
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS ~ OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

United States’ Pursues Land Claim Litigation on Tribe's Behalf (cont’d)

Date Document Location | Relevant Section of Document
Dec. 20, | Bill of Complaint Exhibit 71 | “This swt 15 brought under the authonity and by the dection of the \ttorner General of the Urted States at the cequest of the Secretary of
1920 the Intedor . .. 1n furtherance of its Indian policy and 2lso in its capacity . - as guardian for sundry Indians knows as the Tejon Band or

\ are wards of the United States and at all time herein mentioned were and sall arc incompetent to manage thetr own »mmwﬂmw.m

[Tihat sad Tejon Indians were and are the ancestors and predecessor: of the existing band or b of that name; that up to the vears 1843
and 1845, and for a long time thereafter, as herenafter set forth, saxd Tejon Indians resided wpon and exclustvelr possessed, used, and
culttvated said precuses above described, and as well saud larger tract, ratsing crops and pastuning cartle, horses, and other stock thereon.

The suit is brought by authority of the Attomey General of the United States at the request of the Secretary of the Intenor in furtherance of
the Indian palicy of the Government, which 1s here acung as guardian of 2 band o tribe of Mission Indians, wards of the Unted States, and
incompeteat to manage their own affairs, known as Tejon Indians, and from ume tmmemoral resrding on 2 descobed txact in Kem Cotnry
California. The above mentoned officials in bringing the suit are acttng not only m the general line of their duty and 1 defense of the

eral Indian die of occupaney and use but also under the specific purements of the Act of January 12, 1891, 26 Swme. i ¥

“From time immemonsl the Tejon Indians have occupied a tract called the Tejon which includes the extreme southern end of the San

June 29, | Memorandum from | Exhibit 25

1921 George Fraser, Joaquin Valley, Kern County, California, and extends into the mountains adjoining. ... In 1851,a treaty was negotizted wih ths tobe b:
Special Assistant to comimussioners delcgated by Congress for the purpose, whereby, 1n consideration of the confirmation of certain lands to them for therr
the Actorney exclusive occupancy and the performance of other conditions by the United States, they agreed to surrender the remamnder of thew rermtory,
General, 10 the but the treaty was never ratified by the Senate and no rreaty or agreement of any sort was ever consummated with these Indians.
Attomey General

We wold lum that facts and law had been considered, that the Interior Depactment had lad the matrer before the Department of Justice
stating that the conditton of the Indians was unsansfactory and making that suit be brought 1f 1t were thought maintamable that the latter
Department, after careful consideration, had now decided, and that indeed it was not only the general but the specific duty of the Attorncy
General under the Act of 1891 to protect these Indians.... Finally, the case is in evesy way a meritotious one. The condition of these Indians
15 2 teproach to our civilization. They aee opposed to an agpregation of the wealthest and most influential captialists in Southern California
and have no hope or recourse except through the intervention of the United States... The tract which it is the purpose of the swit 1o secure
for the band is in 2 remote comer of the Tejon Ranch where the presence of the Indians can in no way be an annoyance or detument to
their neighbors and as above ponted out, is in every way suitable and desirable for their maintenance.”

1923 Utnited States v. Title Tab H “In the capacity of guardian of a band of Mission Indians, incompetent to manage their own affairs, known 23 the ‘Vegan Indians, residing

Intnranee & Trust on a described tract of land in Kemn County, Cal, the United States broughs a sit agatnst the appellees, seeking 10 have the onginal aide of
Co., 2B8 F B21, 823 occupancy 2nd possession of the land by the Indians confirmed and established 35 2 spectes of easement founded on the grant of ntle to the
(9% Car 1923 lands from the Mexican government, and to obtamn compensation for alleged acts of wrong and oppression commutted by the appellees, and
. to enjom fusther molestation of the Indians. The partcular subject of the sut 15 5,364 acres within the boundaries of Bl Teton rancho[).
1924 United States of Tab C “This 15 a suit by the United Statcs, as guardian of certan Vission Indians, to quiet 10 them a ‘perperual aght’ to occupy, use, and enjoy a
\ America v. Title partof a . . land grant in Southern California[J"
Insurance & Trust
Company, 265 U S.
472 (1924)
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS ~ OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

United States’ Supetvision of Tejon Tribe After Supreme Court Litigation and Efforts to Secure Land

Date Document Location_| Relevant Section of Document
June 14, Telegram from Exhibit 26 | “Your telegram thurteenth mstant. Decision of Lower Court 1 EL Tejon case affrmed immediate steps will be taken for the relef of
1924 Assistant Indians to extent of funds available.”
Commussioner
E.B. Mentt to F.G.
Collett
\.So 19, Assistant Exhibit 27 | “You are requested to make a careful investgation with 2 vew to determming how latge an appropriition should be requested at the next
1924 Commissioner session of Congress io adequateh- provide land for the Tejon Indizns, m addstion to the $7,900 yau have already been authonzed 1o use
Y Menitt to eftec July 1, 1924 Tt1s desired that vou report this wformation to the Office by telegraph at the earhiest practicable date
Supetintendenr
L.A. Dormngton
September | Secretasy of the Exhibit 28 | “The Indian Butean of this Deparmment is in communication with the Supenintendent of the Sacramento Agency, who has junsdiction over
\N, 1924 | Interior Hubest the Tejon Band of Indians and he has been instructed to arrange for a conference with the Indians and the ranch owners with a view to
N Wozk to the ascertaining just what agreement might be made for the Indians to continue to occupy the land and recerve emplovment on the ranch.
Attormey General
N : The Superntendent’s report . . 1s expected withn a short time whereupon the whole matter will recetve careful conarderation and <pecial
attention will be given to the proposition . . . thata portion of the land might be obtained for the Indiang by condemnation proceedings 1f
_ the ranch ownets will not consent to the sale.”
October Supenntendent Exhibit 29 | “Ths will acknowledge receipt of your letter . . . having reference to the Tejon Band of Indians residing on the Tejon Ranch in Kemn
18,1924 | LA Dorrington to County, California.
Commissioner of
/ Indian Affasrs

force s conference such as contemplated, as the people owning the ranch
conference, or meetings held with the Indians at the ranch should be at their
prompted me to take this view of the situation 2nd unless otherwise durected will act accordingly m the premuses.

For you information at this time kindly be further respectfully advised that the
many years, and without any objection. That their school is betng continued
established.

Abont 75 Indians belonging to Tejon Band (see T

In reply kindly permit me to . . . advise that it had not been deemed expedient nor in the best interest of the Indians to h

- are very much occupied with other affacs
convenience and pleasure. My knowledge of conditions has

of 11/10/1924 82438-24 with 32382.24-313 Sacramento

urry or attempt o
and an+

said Indians are now on the same land occupied by them for
and conducted 1 the saroe satisfactory manner as since first

Indian Affairs

November | Acting Secretary of | Exhibit30 | “Reference is again made to the correspondence relating to the Tejon Band of Indians 1 Cahfornsm who lost their sust m the Supreme
1924 the Intedor E.C Courr o have ttle confirmed in them to the kand they have occupred for meny vears.
< ﬁ Finney to Attorney
General - report has recently been received from the Supenntendent of the Sactamento Indian Agency who has junsdiction over these Indians,
wherein he discusses their conditions.”
November | Telegraph from Exhibit 29 | “Your telegram eighth. Approximately seventy-five Indians belong to Tejon Band of which twenty attend public school an Tejon Ranch, -
10,1924 | Supedntendent
Dordagton to
Commissioner of
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS — OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON

INDIAN TRIBE

United States’ Supervision of Tejon Tribe After Supreme Court Litigation and Efforts to Secure Land (cont'd)
Date Document Location | Relevant Section of Document )
April 3, Assistant Exhibit 31 | “Further effort to sansfactorily adjust matters pestaining to the Tejon bend will be continued,
1925 Commissioner
e EB. Meritt to You are requested to forward your report on the Tejon Indian situation at the earliest practicable date.”
Supesdntendent
Dorrington and
May 8, 1925
tesponse ) . _ )
June 23, Commussioner of | Attachment | “Tejon which at one tme was considered a Ranchens has passed through legal procedure and ntle has been declared o be in the Tejon
192" Indian Affairs to Nov. 8, | Ranch. Effort has been made to purchase land the Indians occupied, but the cwners of the Rancho refused to sell but have expressed their
from 2006 Letter | willingness that the Indians should remain there and occupy the land as formedy without any objection so long as they do not make legal
Supenntendent to Intedor | claim for same. A rental of $1.00 per year is charged them for occupancy of the land. Tt1s useless to consider purchasing land for them
L.A. Dorington elsewhere g5 they would positively refuse to move from their prescot habitaton.”
June 26, Secretary of the Exhibit34 | “In regard to purchasing some of these lands for the EI Tejon Indians it mazy be said that by 2 decision of the United States Supreme Courr
1930 Intedior Ray June 9, 1924, in the case of United States of America, Appellant, v Title Insurance and Trust Compaay. et al. {263 US. 472}, the court held
Wilbur to Vice that title to the land occupied by these Indians was in the Title Insurance and Trust Company, et al., and that the Tejon Indians had o tegal
President Curtis or valid title therete or occupancy thersof.
However, the owners have been leasing to the Tejon Band the particular tracts, it is assumed, occupied by the Indians, for a nommnal
consideration of $1.00 per year. This procedure is, of course, merely for the purpose of having the Indians tecognize the lessors as owners
of the property.
Correspondence m our files mdicates that the Indians of the Tejon Rancho are fiee to do as they please without ier ot hindrance tegard
to the privately owned lands which they occupy. As the situgtion in this case is viewed these Indians ate generally mdustrions, seif-
suppotimg and contented under present conditions, and have not made any request or demand that lands be purchased for them or that
conditions be changed, consequently, T question the wisdom of distucbing them in their present occupancy of the privately owned lands oz
- in any way disrupting their evideat orderly and peaceful mode of living "
March 28, | Assistant Exhibit 36 | *As the owners of the El Tejon Ranchera peemit the Indians to reside peacefully on the lands occupted by them for a rental of $1.00 per
1938 Commissioner yeas, it is not believed that the existing relibonshup should be disturbed at this time; nor is 1t deemed advizable to ask Congress for
William legislation such as you suggest, especially as it would necessitate the appropriation of a lerge sum of money to pay for the lands nvolved.”
Zimmerman fo
George W.
Hurley, Esq.
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS

—OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

‘ United States’ Supetvision om‘ﬂnmom Tribe After Supreme Court Litigation and Efforts to Secure Land (cont’d)

Date _{ Document | Location | Relevant Section of Document
January 18, | List of Agencucs Exhibit 37 | {Lisung Rancheda in Keon Couney)
1938 under the
jurisdiction of
4 the Office of
Indian Affaiss by
Reservation and
County
Aprl 1, List of Agencies Exhibit 38 | (Lisung Ranchenia n Kem Counry;
1941 under the
jurisdiction of
the Office of
Indian Affairs by
reservation or
area, and county
August 13, | Area Director Exhibit39 | “Reference is made to our telephone conversation of a few days ago relating to the welface of the Indian community. located on the El
r\@wm Leonard Hill to Tejon Ranch in Kern County, which was damaged by the cecent earthquake 1n that area
Commissioner,
Bureau of Indian
Affairs )
Undated memo Exhibit 40 | “We do have a smaif frame schoal building located ar the Bl Tejon Indizn Community, but which 1s iocated on non-trust land. Several
to the Indian families live 1 this immediate viciity. one of which are on trust properr; ”
Commissioner
regarding the
earthquake at
Tejon
June 3, Area Director Exhibit42 | “Reference is made to your letter of May 14, 1953, reparding the Indians whe Eve on the Ei Tejon Ranch in Kem County. The Indian
1933 Leonard ML Hill Buseau has been concerned over the welfare of these Indians for many yeass. . . . About 1915 a suit was brought in the Federal Court ro
to Paul E. establish the right of those Indians to the land which they occupied. However, the decision of the court was that the Indians did not have
Herzog any right of cccupancy on the ranch]] Therefore, the Indians asc living on the El Tejon Ranch as tenants of the owners of that propesty.
Since the land occupied by these Indians is prvately owned, the government has no junisdiction over the property and government funds
] A giated to the Indian Service cannot be used for tmproving the faciliies of these Indians.”
Pos: 1957 BIA List of Atiachment | “El Tewon — not a reservation - lands privately owned by Tejon Ranch See letter of 6 23192
Reservations, to Nev. 8§,
Tobesand Dates | 2006 Lerter | Undated Est contains stattes passed in 1958 (see Strawberry Valley Ranch)
of Aceuisition to Intenor
and Disposition
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS — OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

Department om‘n.n Interior’s Funding

of School at Tejon Ranch and Education of Tejon members ‘

Date Document Location | Relevant Section of Document ‘ ‘
May 6, Special Indian Exhibit 47 | “I am of the opinton that our Office wonld EAET into Some sort of sgreement with the County, whereby we would beara part of the
1915 Agent Asbury to expense of maintaming the school there, if satisfactory armangements can be made with the owners of the ranch. We understand, that we
Mk, Harry could not go there and build 2 building and maintain a school of our own, unless it was entirely agreeable with you and believe, that under
Chandler, Los the law, the Government conld not budd 2 building on land 1o which they did not have a title. If some armangements could be made
Angeles Times whereby the County would matnmin the district, provide the building. T feel sure that we could get the approval of 2 contract, whereby the
Goversment would bear a large part of the expense of maintamning the school”
December | Special Agent Exhibic48 | “Tam including herewith an application for contract with the Tejon distnict in Kern County, Celifornsa, for twenty children. Tae dssposed
18, 1916 Asbury to the to recommend a contract in this case with 3 view to grvingata toal This particular band of Indsans has been the subject of very extensive
Commussioner of correspondence. The Office will recall that they have been threatened, so 1t 15 alleged, with ejection from their present home on the Teyon
Indian Affairs ranch, which is owned by a syndicate of Los Angeles capitalists. This band of Indians was a subject of investigation by me about Augnst
1914 and I believe that Mr. Terrell has made some reports since and in fact, 1 tunk I have written a fow Jetters since that time myself.”
April 30, Acting Assistant Exhibit 51 | “To admit to the public school in the district named during the fscal year ending June 30, 1917 Twenty {20) Indian children between the
191~ Commissioner ages of five and eighteen vears, whose pazents are members of Tejon tribe of Indians under the mnsdicuon of the °.S. Spectal Indian Agent,
C.F, Hauke 1o Reno, Nevada.”
Secretary of the
Intenor
Lease between Exhibit 55 | “This agreement; made and entered mio ths 1+ day of May A.D. 1922, by and between Joe . Taylor, Supermtendent & Physician of the
Joe ). Taylor, Tule River Indian School and Agency, Porterville, California, on behalf of the United States, pasty of the first part, and Trustees of Indizn
Supenntendent & School District - Pedro Villareal, F Leon & J.R. Lozada party of the second parr:
Physicizn of the
Tule River and Witnesseth; that satd party of the first part, for and in consideration of mstruction gwven unto Indsan chddren, wards of the Federal
the Indtan School Govemment, by Public School Distnct El Tejon, Kem County, Califotnm, and other good and valushle considerstion, does hereby: let and
Dustrict lease unto party of the second part and to their successors in office, for us and occupation for the purpose of conductng therein 2 public
school to which Indian chidren shall have access Upon an entite equality with white children, for the period of three years, beginning on
May Birst, 1922, the following described premises:”
December | Justification Exhibit 57 | “In the foothills of the Sierma Mounmins in the State of California there is a settlement of Indians known as the Tejon Indian Settiement.
27, 1920 The nearest public school is 9 miles distant. There are some 25 children of school age without educattonal povileges and the transportation
of these Indians to an established school s impracticable. The Indians are wards of the Government and very poor. To meet this situgtion
a school district has been established, which under the provisions of the California laws will deaw enough state and county money pracucally
to support the school. However, the Indians have no property which could be taxed to provide a schoolhouse, and arrangement is being
made whereln the school distncr will agree ta removal of any improvements which the United States may place on a tract of land lessed for
school purposes and 1 15 planned to place a portable schoolhouse on the tract feased for the purpose which will provide school facilitie« for
this group of Indians ™
“The Superintendent advises that advertising for portable schoolhouses has been made and the bide whuch it is proposed to accept 15 the
lowest, most practicable and desirable.”
November | Assistant Exhibit 58 | “Name Specifically tribe or tdbes from which pupils arc 15 be obtained under contracr Tejon Indian Trbe,
12,1924 Commissiones Degree of Indian blood: over 'z Indian.”
E.B. Meritt to
L.A. Dorrington.

10
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS

=OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

Department of the Interior’s Fundi

of School at Tejon Ranch and Education of Tejon members

Date Document Location | Relevant Section of Document
December Supermntendent Exhibit 59 | “In the case of Tejon Indas Distuct, Kemn County, the esumated cost per pupdl per day 13 70¢, instead of $1.31. In regard to the suggested
28,1923 Dorrington ro the reduction in rate, please be advised that after 2 most careful investigation of the circumstances under which thus school 1s mantained, and
Commisstoner of from personal knowledge of the conditions peculiar to this district, it is the opision of this office that the rate of fifty cents 15 not excessive
Indian Affaies and is absolutely necessary for properly maintaining desirable educational faciliies. The public school authontes were consulted in the
_ premises and under date of November 30.” ) -
Jan. 16, Assistant Exhibit 60 | “Authonty 1s herby granted you to expend dunng the Gscal year 1926 . . . from funds now being allotted you of Indian Schools Support
1926 Comnussionex tn payment of tution for Indian pupis of your jusisdiction in attendance at the following Public School distncts . . . Tejon Indianf]
Meore to
Superintendent
_| Dorrington
August 23, | Superintendent Exhibit 64 | “Your application for entrance to Shexman Institute has been approved.”
1944 D.H. Biety to
) Edward Montez _ )
May 29, Supenntendent Exhibit 62 | “The El Tejon group of Indians have lived in that partcular spot from time immemorial — as the Indizns say, “From the tme the sun first
1945 Rockwell to came up.” Sometime in the 1850"s, a Superintendent by the name of Beale care our from the Fast who .. supported the des that the old
Commissioner of Spanish grant, now under the name El Tejon, should be Indian land. Apparently, money was not forthcoming for the purchase, and a few
Indian Affaws years later we find that Beale acquired the ranch.
In the Twenties, the whole matter came into the courts for settlement and for clearance of title. The court ruled that the sitle to this land
was 1n the El Tejon Ranch Company and not in the Indians.
Thes school building was built before final decision regarding the ntle to the ranch had been made. Our records do not sndicate that any
ptece of land from the El Tejon Ranch was conveyed to the Government. . . . None of the surrounding land used by the Indians 15
Government-owned land. The Indians live on the ranch land —a very small place — use it, and work for the ranch; but they have no tile to
it
It should, however, be bome in mind that here is a stable and small Indian population of pethaps ten or fwelve famihes who have abways
lived on El Tejon Ranch and would probably continue to live there for a considerable pedod of time. T think #t would be # better 1des to
have the school closed and the children transported to the Sunset School, as is now planned by Superintendent Harr. The important thing
] is that some way be found such that this building may be used in connection with the Sunset School.” B -
Sept. 1947 | Approval by Exhibit | “The family home 1s on the El Tejon Ranch, where they have always lived as well as their parents ind grandparents before them. Ttisma
Superintendent 64 remote ares with no nearby public or federal hugh school and s not reached by school bus service. .. [She 1s] full degree Indian and have
Rockwell of aever known any other students than Indian.” Mildred Van Every, Sacramento Indian Agency Social Worker.
Nellie Hinio
Application to
Sherman Institute

il
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INDEX OF FEDERAL DOCUMENTS — OVER A CENTURY OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION OF AND SUPERVISION OVER THE TEJON INDIAN TRIBE

Creation of List of Fede Recognized Tribes

Date Document Location | Relevant Section of Document ) ‘ )
iug. 23, Affidavit and Tab R “Q. So each area office was consulted to confiom 16 understanding of whsch groups were 0 a formal rehtonship_ admunistered by them
1994 Testamony of at the acea level, 1s that correct?
Patricia Simmons, A. Yes, that was the purpose of submitting the list for their review.
before Q. And that would have been 19 -
Administrative A. The same year, 66.
Law Judge Q. Late 60°s?
Torbete, , in 1. 66. 1966, after I did the minal deaft and submutted # to my boss, 1t was ulumately curculated to the areas under a letter dated August
Greene v. Babbint, 1966 for therr review and comment.
Case No. Indian Q. And I take it from one of your earlier answers that the records of the review and comment are no longer 1n exsstence.
93-1 {USDO!1 A.T've not been able to find them.”
Ofifice of FrE
Hearings and Q. Duoes this 1969 document reflect what you were referring to earlier 25 later wotk that began to take into consideration the question of
Appeals). federal recognition?

A. The December 5%, 1969 is a revision of the list following comments receved from the area.

Q- It took three years to deal with problems?

A. Sometimes it does.

Q. Okay.

A. And then you will note that the subject matter was recast somewhat.

Q. Could you elaborate on that, how you see it being redefined as a list?

A Well, basically it indicated the areas were concerned the miiial list would convey other than what 1t was intended. So 1t was recast to

_ were unorganized, but that we had some formal dealings with. )

1968 New BIA In 1968, Willlam E. Finale was named director of the Sactamento Area Office after five years of service as deputy assistant commussioner
Sacramento Area (community affairs) in Washington, D.C. Finale came to the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1961 as senior program officer 1n Washmgton,
Director ) D.C. _ )
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FOIA5B

FOIA5C

Draft 12.12.11
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Tejon Indian Photographs
taken by John P. Harrington in 1917
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Tejon Indian Photographs taken by Edward S. Curtis, about 1916
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Johin R. Johuson, Ph.D.
Brief Biography Pertaining to Tejon Ethnohistory

John R. Johnson has served as curator of anthropology at the Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History since 1986. He undertook graduate studies in anthropology at the
University of California, Santa Barbara beginning in 1978 and completed his Ph.D. in
1988. Dr. Johnson has contributed to many aspects of California Indian studies during
the course of his career, and in particular has specialized in the ethnohistory of Native
Americans in central and southern California. He has authored or co-authored more than
60 published articles in peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes. In addition to his
museum responsibilities, Dr. Johnson teaches an anthropology course on California
Indians at the University of California, Santa Barbara,

Since 1977, while working in the cultural resources program for Los Padres National
Forest, Dr. Johnson began studying the ethnohistory of the Tejon region of the southern
San Joaquin Valley, His initial interviews with Tejon Indians commenced in 1984, and
he has worked steadily since that time compiling an extensive amount of biographical
and genealogical information pertaining to Tejon families. He has conducted about 35
interviews with members of the Tejon tribe, especially emphasizing the eldest generation
that was brought up in the Tejon rancheria. Four tape-recorded oral history interviews
were with elders now no longer living.

Dr. Johnson has traced the family lineages of current tribal members from their forebears
as far back as eight or nine generations using California mission registers, the records of
the mid-nineteenth century Tejon reservation, census records, ethnographic papers, and
BIA documents. He has gathered an extensive collection of historical photographic
images from various archives and family albums and identified the people and places
through information provided by tribal elders and research in primary sources. Six of Dr.
Johnson's published works pertain as a whole or in part to Tejon ethnohistory, and he
was consulied by Dr. George Phillips for the latter’s recent book, “Bringing Them under
Subjection: " California's Tejon Indian Reservation and Beyond, 1852-1864.
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM

TO: AS-IA Staff
FROM: Larry Echo Hawk, Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs
CC: Patrice Kunesh, Deputy Solicitor — Indian Affairs

SUBJECT:  Consideration of Corrective Administrative Reaffirmation
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